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Dedication 


Put a number of Dundalk supporters together and before long the age old question will come up 
for discussion—What has been the greatest achievement of Dundalk FC? With an honours board that 
reads almost 50 trophy wins, 60 runner-ups and nearly 100 of its players with major representative 
appearances, there has never been any shortage of answers or worthy candidates—the first League 
Championship win in 1932, the title of All Ireland Champions in 1942 after adding the Inter City 
Cup to the first FAI Cup success, the achievements of the Tom McGrath led board in 1967, the 
League-Cup Double in 1979 under Jim McLaughlin, the 1988 Turlough O’Connor-managed Double. 

Yet the club’s most regular visitor over the past century has been crisis, not honours. For most of the 
club’s existence it has been operating in deficit—penury and not trophies has been its most constant 
companion. Avoiding bankruptcy has more frequently been on the Committees’ agendas than 
arranging victory banquets. Financial adversities, and the responses to it, have formed an integral part 
of the cement that has bound the trinity of officials, players and supporters together. 

During the course of my research, I became clearer about my answer to that age old question—the 
survival of the club into its Centenary Year, and the joy and pride that the institution has brought to 
several generations of Dundalk people, ranks above all else as a testimony to its greatest achievement. 
The sheer fact of its survival for 100 years, in the face of its difficulties, in its own way is a small 
miracle. 

But miracles simply don’t happen in a vacuum—it needs people. Two groups of people have 
ensured that the hundred-year-old journey still continues. 

Firstly, and more importantly than anything else, the town of Dundalk and its hinterland through 
Mid-Louth and Monaghan, have produced several generations of supporters, who, perversely, have 
been the most trenchant critics, and at the same time the greatest supporters, of an institution that has 
experienced ‘dungeon, fire and sword’ and came out, albeit many times wounded, but still intact. A 
number of different species can be identified in the family of ‘supporters’—those unflinchingly loyal 
fans who pay through the turnstiles come what may, the business community who have more than paid 
their dues and those who, in recent years, only rarely darken the doors of Oriel Park but who provide 
essential financial support as Co-op members and raffle-ticket buyers, and keep themselves up to date, 
whether that be about the team, the results or the current rumours. Thanks to the Internet, this latter 
group seems to grow ever larger. 

Secondly, these supporters have been electing committees who, more often than not, have toiled in 
the face of disappointment, apathy and criticism, have many times stared down impending financial 
ruin, and yet have some how built an institution that is ingrained in the life of the Town, and have kept 
intact a tradition that now faces into its second century. 

At least one hundred people have served on the club’s committees over these past 100 .years—to 
each of them I dedicate this book. 

Representing all of those ‘committee men’, I make particular mention of three of them. Jim Malone 
was my neighbour for over thirty years, Enda McGuill was my friend and colleague for almost forty 
years and Elizabeth Duffy is now approaching the quarter century mark as club secretary. So long as the 
‘Town’ can continue to produce committee persons with their dedication, their faith and their calibre, 
our club will be in safe hands and the love affair between the ‘Town’ and the Lilywhites, come what 
may, will continue unabated. 
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One of our most memorable family reunions was in the Cat and Cage, Drumcondra, on FAI Cup final 
morning in 2002—a day to remember. 

To my wife, Aine, whose patience with my obsession was above and beyond the call of duty and 
who provided a key ingredient—she donated our dining room, which was taken over for the past five 
years by the mounting bric-a-brac of research—newspaper clippings, programmes, e-mails, my 
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Lastly, I thank my late father, for introducing myself and my brothers to the ‘dribbling’ code in the 
Forties, bringing us to Oriel Park and pointing out Joey Donnelly, with an awe that only many years 
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In a sense, I feel that finishing this project completes the circle, and hopefully keeps the ball in play 
for the second century. 


COME ON THE TOWN. 
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The GNR Dundalk 


By the early 1850 s Dundalk had taken its place on the fast growing worldwide railway map. “The 
Dundalk and Enniskillen Railway” established in 1845, later to change its name to “The Irish North 
Western Railway”, was building a western link via Castleblayney, Ballybay, Newbliss, Clones and 
Enniskillen, linking up with the Londonderry-Enniskillen Railway. Meanwhile the Dublin—Belfast 
linkage arrived in Dundalk in 1849. The amalgamation of four railway companies in 1876 created the 
“Great Northern Railway”—the GNR—with an extensive rail network and rolling stock consisting of 
114 engines, almost 200 carriages and nearly 3000 wagons. 

With an existing workshop and its central position in the rail network, Dundalk was an obvious 
location for the creation of a new railway works dedicated to the manufacture, maintenance and repair 
of the company’s rolling stock. In 1881 the new works were opened and for Dundalk’s 11,000 citizens 
and 300 railway employees the dominant economic force in the town for the next 70 years had been 
born. 

By the turn of the century the GNR rail network had expanded further, and the company had 
added hotels to its growing activities—all providing extra maintenance activity for the Dundalk works. 
Employment grew from 500 in 1900 to 700 in 1907. Further investment in the works in 1911 
increased it’s capacity and workforce and in 1913 when Manistys Engineering Works closed, the GNR 
works increased substantially by employing at least half of its workforce. By now the Great Northern 
Railway locomotive works in Dundalk employed almost 1000 men. 

Organised sports activities had developed substantially in the town from the 1880’s onwards— 
G.A.A., Rugby, Athletics, Cycling, Gymnastics, Rifle Shooting, Lawn Tennis, Golf and even Bicycle 
Polo! It was no surprise that the men of the GNR works would get involved. A report on the annual 
sports day in August 1906 featured a 12 mile cycle race “between Ladywell and Castlebellingham and 
back”. The winner was Patrick McCabe, oflF a 4-minute handicap, while the prize for the fastest run 
went to scratch man W Coleman, who was credited with a time of 41 minutes. The 4 miles flat race 
result was 1st James Hilliard, 2nd J Corrigan, and 3rd W McKee. Crowd encroachment during the 
final of the Tug of War between the Loco shop and Carriage shop resulted in a deferment to a later date 
to determine the winner. 

It was, however, at the “football” game that the earliest reports of GNR organised activity were 
reported. In 1885 and 1886 the GNR Rugby team had regular fixtures—on one occasion being “enter¬ 
tained” at Inchicore after a drawn game with G S and W Railways. Bessbrook were regular visitors to 
games played at the Institution Grounds. There were 40 members reported during 1894. 

In October 1901 the Secretary of the GNR EC. Wm. O’Neill, 3 Ardee Terrace, was inviting “any 
junior teams or second fifteens seeking fixtures” to make contact with him and in February 1902 they 
defeated Drogheda R.F.C. at the Athletic Grounds in the first round of the Leinster Junior Cup. The 
team included a number of the Soccer fraternity—O’Connell, Cox, Collins, Ward, and Burgess etc. 

The officers elected to the “GNR Football Club” for the 1902/03 season were: 

President: C Clifford Vice President: R Wild Captain:] Fenton Vice Captain: F Gannon 
Sec/Treas: Wm. O’Neill Committee: T Murphy, P Murphy, D O’Connell, W Guest, P Watters 
and J Kilmartin. 

Charles Clifford, a brilliant engineer, was Locomotive Superintendent. Robert Wild was Chief 
Draughtsman (1881-1895) and Works Manager (1895-1918). In December 1902 at the Athletic 
Grounds they were defeated by Catholic University (Dublin) 5 points to 4 (a dropped goal by Harry 
Collins). It was reported that the home side were deprived of a try after “mistaking the hockey pitch 
markings as the try line”! No further evidence has been found of the Rugby affairs of the Railwaymen. 





The Dundalk Democrat sports columns, written under the by-line “Sport and Play” “By Philistine” 
reported in September 1903 as follows: “The G N Railway have this season started an Association Club 
and have already made application for the Athletic Grounds. Though not aspiring to any great heights 
as yet, they give promise of turning out a couple of clever elevens”. 

The first match report of the newly formed GNR Association Club appeared in the Dundalk 
Herald on December 19th 1903, reporting on a game that took place the previous Sunday at the 
Fairgreen against Dundalk Wanderers “before a few hundred spectators”. The more experienced 
Wanderers won by 4-0. The Railway team was: McFete; McAlester, McAlester, O’Neill, Mahon, 
Colman; Perkins, Kerr, McAlester, Perkins, Coburn. The referee was W Guest. 

The family names listed on the GNR team all appear in the 1901 census with 
addresses in the Railway houses at Ardee Terrace and Brook St., as does that of the 
referee William Guest. 

The secretary of the club in the 1902-03 season, when it was still playing 
rugby—William O’Neill, 3 Ardee Terrace—and who became the first secretary of 
the Association Club, was the father of Billy O’Neill, future International player, 
and Niall O’Neill, the Louth County goalkeeper in the 1950s. 

When the first Dundalk & District League was formed in January 1906, GNR 
were one of the six founding clubs—winning their first game in early February 
1906 when they defeated the newly formed St Nicholas FC at the Polo Field by 3 
goals to 2, with their goals coming from Colman, Tanney and Abernethy “the score 
is a fair criterion of the play”. They played in the second season of the District 
League and entered the team in the Irish Junior Cup, losing to the local Rovers 2-0. 

No GNR team entered for the 1907/08 District League and in 1908/09, after electing a committee 
and officers for the season, they failed to respond to an invitation to participate. No more club activity 
was reported until late 1912, when it was stated that “the GNR works have formed a new club” and 
Tempests Annual supplied the list of officers: President: G T Glover Vice Presidents: A W Denniss, 
W Jennings, R Crean, R Wild, H W O’Hagan, H McIntosh Captain: B Manley. Vice Captain: J 
Boomer. Sec: G Jeffers. Treas: W McAlester. 

George Glover was Loco Engineer from 1912 to 1923, with prime responsibility for modernising 
the works and designing the company’s range of engines. W Jennings was his Chief Clerk and R Crean 
the Loco Accountant. A W Dennis was Running Superintendent. Robert Wild was a household name 
in Dundalk. After completing his engineering apprenticeship in Carlisle, he joined the GNR in 1876 at 
Dublin as a draughtsman and came to Dundalk in 1881 to the new works as Chief Draughtsman. He 
became Works Manager in 1895 and remained so until his death in October 1918, on board the mail 
steamer “The Leinster” torpedoed shortly after leaving port, just 1 month before the end of the First 
World War. 500 of the 700 passengers died in the tragedy. 

His replacement as General Manager, Harold McIntosh, had been transferred from Dundalk to 
Dublin some time earlier. On his return he became President of the club, a position he retained until 
the 1939/40 season. 

No further local newspaper coverage appeared until the 1913/14 season, when the GNR are listed 
as one of the 6 clubs playing in the Dundalk and District League. In 1914-15, the last season before 
war put paid to most sporting activity, local newspaper coverage all but disappeared, in spite of the 
GNR’s progression in the Irish Junior Cup, just failing to reach the last eight, going out in the fourth 
round to the ultimate winners Shamrock Rovers. 

The club was back in 1919 competing in both the Dundalk and Newry District Leagues and 
entering the Leinster Junior Cups, winning the Dundalk League, and in seven competitions playing 
about 35 games. The pinnacle of the club’s achievements was reaching the final of the Leinster Junior 
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Cup against Avonmore, which took three games before the Dublin team emerged winners. The first 
replay, at the Athletic Grounds, drew the largest crowd seen at a soccer game in Dundalk. 

The next two seasons were spent in the Dundalk and District League—two years when the map of 
Ireland was redrawn and the Irish Free State League was born. Not content with the limited opportuni¬ 
ties in a local 6-team league and with the Newry League now under a different jurisdiction, the GNRs 
application for inclusion in the Leinster Senior League was accepted for the 1922/23 season. The 
Leinster Senior League was the stepping-stone to full league membership and GNR spent four success¬ 
ful seasons there, always in contention for honours, but never getting the coveted title, which would 
pave the way to the top table. But with only two provincial teams in the Free State League—Fordsons 
from Cork and Athlone Town—and the need to extend the game throughout the Country, GNR got 
the nod for the 1926/27 season, in spite of the claims of the two Dublin clubs, Bendigo and 
Drumcondra, who had finished above them in the Leinster Senior League in the 1925-26 season. 

The announcement of the clubs admittance to the Top Table was made in June 1926 and for it’s 
first match had drawn a League fixture away to Fordsons of Cork, another Works team. 

Having already put the name of Dundalk on the Railway Map, the men of the GNR Works were 
starting on a new journey, one which in time would place the name securely on another map, the 
Soccer Map, where it would remain long after its status as a Railway town had been seriously dimin¬ 
ished. For the first part of the journey they would start without a ground of their own, or a shilling in 
the kitty, or even a team capable of meeting League standards 

What they clearly had in abundance was courage, spirit, and pride, but more than anything else a 
strong dose of determination. Certain it is that the first Committee and the supporters could hardly 
have dreamed where the journey would take them and their successors. It would bring successes and 
failures, rags and riches, heartbreak and joy—for several generations of Dundalk people the team 
became the source of immense pride and satisfaction, mixed with fair dollops of despair and disap¬ 
pointment. Along the way, the journey would create a treasure trove of memories, of great games, of 
great players, of exciting occasions—many of them scattered across Europe—and each generation 
would create its own heroes and build its own store of memories. 

A hundred years and more than 3000 games later the journey continues. 



The earliest known photograph of the GNR team, probably from the 1909 to 1915 period. Back, fourth from the 
left is William Coleman and second from the right is Paddy Maguire. Front, second from left is William McAlister, 
who was a Smithy Foreman and in 1912 was club secretary. 
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The Origins and Development 
of Association Football in Dundalk 


INTRODUCTION 

The Story of Association football in Dundalk in the pre First World War period can be traced 
mainly through the files of the Dundalk Democrat, the Dundalk Herald, the Dundalk Examiner, the 
Dundalk Independent and Tempests Annual. No other accounts are known to exist—no minute books, 
memoirs and only a few faded photographs. Press coverage was very uneven, and many weeks during 
the playing season are completely silent. Fixtures are signalled but no match reports appear. On 
occasions, long periods of silence are followed by weeks of coverage—like an oasis in the middle of a 
desert. In the period from early 1905 until 1919 the Democrat was totally silent on the local soccer 
scene—were it not for the Herald and the Independent, little would be known of this period. 

What remains is a shadowy foggy haze, sometimes lifting to show substance but, more often than 
not, agonisingly out of focus. Teams come and go—Rovers, Institution, Nomads, Wanderers, Zingari, 
Swifts, GNR, Celtic, St Nicholas, Commercials—we know the names but little else. Thanks to 
Tempest s Annual we can find the names of some of the committees and officers. 

There was throughout the period continuity of a certain kind. St. Marys College had an active 
match programme as early as 1893. The Dundalk Educational Institution was a Rugby School in the 
1880 s, but some time after its new headmaster, Thomas A. Finch, was appointed in 1885 it converted 
to the new “dribbling code”, and the Institution Grounds from the mid 1890 s became a kind of home 
for local soccer. The original Dundalk AFC, founded in 1891 or more likely 1892 and also known as 
Dundalk Rovers, carried the local flag in the national competitions for almost 20 years, on several 
occasions only failing at the last hurdle to bring home one of the Leinster Cups. Starting in January 
1906, local soccer was sufficiently strong to support a Dundalk and District League, with at least 6 
teams competing, which continued intermittently until the 1913-14 season. 

Contrary to conventional wisdom, there is no evidence to suggest that the local military Garrison 
were the originators of the game in Dundalk. The early Dundalk teams certainly included military 
personnel in their teams and the locally based battalions provided competition for friendly games and 
Army teams competed in the Dundalk and District League. In all likelihood the short stay of the 
Battalions and the nature of Army service would have inhibited any permanent involvement in local 
club affairs. 

It is possible that some original sources may turn up in the future, some dusty minute books lying 
in an attic, or some faded photographs, and the story can be sketched out a little further. In the 
meantime we have to make do with the local newspaper files. 

In The Beginning — Edinburgh — Belfast — Dublin—Dundalk 

When John McAlery, a Belfast merchant, encountered soccer football during his honeymoon in 
Edinburgh, little did he realise the impact his enthusiasm for this new game would have in Ireland. The 
year was 1878 and on his return he arranged for two Scottish teams. Queens Park and Caledonians, to 
come to Belfast for an exhibition game. The favourable response by the public led him to form the 
Cliftonville Club and in 1881 he was the prime instigator in the formation of the Irish Football 
Association, becoming its first secretary. 

By 1883 the first Dublin clubs were formed and soccer was gradually extending its followers 
throughout the island. The founding of the Leinster Football Association in late 1892 made a further 




contribution to spreading the game. The other significant development in the growth of the new game 
resulted from the controversy over Charles Stewart Parnell, which split the newly formed GAA down 
the centre, with many of its members defecting to soccer. 

It is not known when the citizens of Dundalk were first exposed to soccer. There were a number of 
circumstances, which suggest a date in the mid to late 1880 s although the first local newspaper reports 
do not appear until 1892. Firstly, the two other “football” codes were strongly represented in Dundalk 
from the early 1880 s. Two Rugby teams (Dundalk and GNR) had active fixture lists for 1885, and two 
local schools (Grammar School and Educational Institution) had rugby teams. GAA had a strong local 
following and the 1887 Co. Louth G.A.A. championship had about a dozen North Louth clubs in the 
draw. Secondly, Dundalk was both a Railway and a Military town, bringing to the area groups from 
England and Northern Ireland familiar with the new “dribbling code”. 

In addition, dissension at the national level had stunted the development of the GAA in Co. 
Louth—the 1889 championship had 27 entries, a decrease of 15 on the previous year, and this dropped 
further to 12 in 1890. No County championship was held between 1891 and 1894 and only 6 clubs 
(all from the Drogheda area) played for the 1895 championship. 

Finally, the headmaster of Dundalk Educational Institution, Thomas A Finch, was strongly 
committed to the new game and in the words of a past pupil writing for Tempest’s Annual in 1929 “In 
my day association football was the special sport of the School”. Appointed headmaster in late 1885, at 
the age of 23, the young Finch had undoubtedly experienced the game at Trinity College, where the 
College team had been founded in 1883, during his student days. 


- 1892-93 - 

The first local newspaper coverage of Association Football appeared in the Dundalk Democrat on 
Dec 17th 1892, reporting on a game between Dundalk and Institution 2nd XI, held on the previous 
Saturday 8th, as follows: 

“This match, which was held on four different occasions, and resulted in a draw each time, was 
once more declared a draw. It was then decided to play an extra half-hour, during which time 
the Dundalk ‘forwards* headed by Mullin and supported by Jones, Ward and Steward, ended by 
Cox scoring a goal. The Institution played and defended well, but failed to score, leaving the 
result at the final call of time, Dundalk 1 goal. Institution nil. The Dundalk ‘forwards’, without 
exception, played well, as did also the backs, Clarke and P Jones, so that Nugent’s goal was 
seldom in danger long.” 

The first Dundalk AFC had probably been formed earlier in the year—the Sept 1895 Annual 
Meeting was referred to as the ‘fourth annual meeting’— but no reportage has been found of the club’s 
formation or of its original officers. On St Stephen’s Day 1892, frost prevented the Dublin Wanderers 
rugby team from travelling to play Dundalk Rugby Club, and the Association Club arranged to play 
Bessbrook at the Athletic Grounds. In a one sided game, the locals won “by several goals”, and 
“Corporal Payne, Cox, Mullin, Ward and others played well for Dundalk.” 

The rematch, played in Bessbrook in February, was a much closer affair, finishing two goals each, 
with the visitors, ”accompanied by a few enthusiastic followers”, recovering from a half-time two-goal 
deficit. Ward was credited with the Dundalk goals and the Democrat report was signed “J. N.” “After 
the match we were kindly invited to tea in the Institution, which is a handsome and comfortable 
building. Refreshed by that soothing beverage, we were escorted to the station where we took our 
departure amidst cheers.” 
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- 1893-94 - 

The reported level of activity stepped up considerably and Dundalk had a pre-Christmas 
programme that included games against Newry, Bessbrook (away) and Royal Irish Rifles. In early 
November, St Marys College 2nd XI defeated Mr Rice’s XI by 2-0 with the following teams: College: 
Collins, Blake, Magee, McArdle, Nulty, Mclnerney, Kennedy, McOscar, Kelledy, Murphy, Meenan. Mr 
Rice’s: Fisher, Gilmore, Holmes, Thomson, Mullin, Pike, Mercer, Rice, Wright, Sellars, Hardy. 

There was a special treat on St Stephen’s Day with a visit to the Athletic Grounds of the Dublin 
club Montpeliers. The home side emerged victorious by 6-1 with a team that included Lawson, Clarke, 
Mullen, McConville, Cox and Meers. 

“Great interest was evinced in the return match between Dundalk and Educational Institution” 
according to the Democrat, reporting in February on a 2-2 draw, after the students led 2-0. “For 
Dundalk, Clarke, Whately, Stewart, Cox, Heppleston and Coe played a splendid game; while Wright, 
Butler, Fisher and Redmond were conspicuous for the students.” 

St Mary’s College had a resounding 5-1 win over Mr Pike’s XI at the College Grounds in early 
March, and the Democrat reporter was impressed “by the play of Nulty, Moughty, Blake, McManus 
and the redoubtable Kieran brothers for the College team and, on the other hand, that of Redmond 
deserved special commendation.” But a week later, the 15th King’s Own Highlanders, “an older and 
better trained team,” defeated the College boys by 6-0. 

On St Patrick’s Day, St Mary’s College and the Educational Institution each hosted gala occasions 
with Past V. Present games. 

The lineouts at the Institution Grounds, where the Past team scored 8 goals without reply, were; 

Past: Brown; Porteous, Holmes; Watson, F Heaney, A Neely; Coffey, Mattinson, J S Heaney, F 
C Wright and Gilmore. 

Present: Fisher; S Wright, Butler; C J Neely, Hall, Thompson; Reay, Hyde, McQuade, Maxwell 
and Redmond. 

Meanwhile, down at the College Grounds, an early score by the Past team “roused the energy of the 
Present who equalized almost immediately”. In the second half the Present “seemed determined to have 
it all their own way”, running in four goals to win by 5-1. The teams were: 

Past: L Farrell (captain); M Sellars, J Jordan, P Jones, T Mullen, H Horan, A Murphy, M 
O’Hanlon, C Jones, L Keogh, R Mullin. 

Present: H Moughty (captain), L and S Kieran, J Nulty, P McArdle, F Meenan, L Kelledy, W 
Galvin, J McManus, J Blake and H Collins. 

The College full backs were the twin brothers Larry and Simon Kieran and a contributor to the 
School Yearbook in the 1920s would recall their deeds as a pair of doughty defenders. Louis Farrell, 
captain of the Past team, became a well-known player with Bohemians of Dublin. 

Until the 1893-94 season, St Mary’s had been a Gaelic and Cricket College. For the next 30 years 
Association Football became the School game, and the college teams would play a major part in the 
development of the game locally. 


- 1894-95 - 

“We are to have what the Yankees call a boom in local football this winter. There has been an 
Association Club in existence for some time, and we read in a Dublin paper the other day that these 
gentlemen had held a meeting and elected officers. Last night a largely attended and successful meeting 
was held in the Exchange Building to establish a Rugby club. There is also a Rugby club in connection 
with the railway, in which there are said to be over forty members, while the 13th Hussars have a 
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couple of fine teams. There will, no doubt, be keen competition for the possession of the Athletic 
Grounds on the Ramparts. We have not been vouchsafed any information as to the association club, 
but we have heard that both they and the military have already applied for the grounds. No doubt there 
will be room for the whole lot, and we may perhaps see as many matches this winter on the Rampart 
grounds as in the good old Gaelic days.” 

If the boom, promised by the Democrat in September 1894, ever occurred, it went unreported. 
The traditional St Stephens Day fare at the Athletic Grounds was provided by the two Rugby Clubs in 
a double-header against Dublin opposition, the Railway club taking on Sandymount and Dundalk RC 
playing Dublin Wanderers. The only Association game to receive publicity was the March clash 
between Institution and Bessbrook, when goals by Reay, Maxwell, Hyde and McGoldrick gave the 
Dundalk team a 4-1 victory. In the first five minutes, the Institution “put the leather between the 
Bessbrook posts. This the referee gave as a goal, but the visitors strongly objecting, the home team 
consented to a goal kick to prevent a dispute.” The Institution backs, Murphy, Clarke and Wright, “left 
no doubt as to their superiority over the opposing forwards”, and H Hardy “made some fine attempts 
to score.” 


- 1895-96 - 

At the “fourth annual general meeting” of Dundalk Association EC. held in Sept 1895 the 
following officers were elected: 

President: Dr. J. C. Sellars Vice Presidents: O. J. Kelly JP, R. L. Brown, R.M. 

Captain: R. J. Clarke Vice Captain: F. Cox 

Secretary: V. F. Brodigan, Clanbrassil St. Treasurer: R. Mullin 

Committee: E. Stewart, H. Bowers, T. Murphy, and C. McAlester 

Dr. Sellars, a past pupil of St Marys College, who was coroner, dispensary doctor and registrar, was 
a well-known sportsman, featuring at cricket, lawn tennis, and golf and was a leading figure in the 
Dundalk Rifle Club. Owen Joseph Kelly J P was the son of John Kelly, Mountain View, Blackrock, an 
extensive landowner and farmer. He resigned his position as Commissioner of the Peace, being dissatis¬ 
fied with the methods pursued by the Irish Executive in the Government of the country. [Tempests 
Annual 1909.] Resident Magistrate Robert Lowden Brown was the son of Stephen Brown, owner of the 
Brown Milling Company (later O’Rourkes Mill). 

The activity level for the 1895/96 season stepped up considerably, with a pre Christmas Eastern 
League involving the 13th Hussars and the Newry based Cornwalls. St. Stephen’s Day brought the 
“famous” Bohemians from Dublin and a large holiday crowd enjoyed the Dubliners skilful play, 
defeating the locals by 3 goals to 1. Paddy Murphy, the Dundalk keeper, and full backs Clarke and 
McConnell came in for praise, while the star performers for Bohemians included the brothers Sheehan, 
Lawson, Fitzpatrick and Whelan. After Christmas there were home and away games against Lurgan Star 
and at the end of February another top team from Trinity was a big attraction. A 3-1 victory for 
Dundalk was achieved with the following team: Murphy; Clarke and Thompson; Ward, McConville 
and Whately; Cox (Captain), McGoldrick, Stewart, McAlester and Kerr. 

In the middle of March, at a meeting called to wind up the season, it was agreed to adopt team 
colours of “scarlet shirt with town crest badge”. 

- 1896/97 - 

Dundalk FC by now was affiliated to the Leinster Football Association and published an extensive 
fixture list from October through to the end of February with games against Cornwall Light Infantry, 
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Portadown, Lurgan, Trinity College, Newry, Dublin Bohemians, Cliftonville (Belfast) and a promise 
that “many other matches are being arranged with leading clubs”. 

The Dundalk Democrat correspondent “Half Back” went along to the Athletic Grounds to view 
the pre-season preparations and was impressed at the quality of a practice game between two teams— 
Johnny McGoldrick was in “great form”, as was his left wing partner Dan O’Connell; the fulls 
Thompson and Clarke “are kicking better than ever”; Tommy Kerr and Charlie Me Allister teamed up 
well with “excellent runs and passing”; John Whateley, Bob Mullin, Ward, Steward and many others 
“did better even than last year”. The Captain Frank Cox, arriving late, took part “in his ordinary attire”. 
The McConville brothers from Newry, “ex-internationals, who form a team in themselves, will enable 
the locals to put an almost invincible team on the field”. 

A big holiday crowd on St. Stephen’s Day 1896 at the Athletic Grounds saw a double-header 
against Dublin opposition and two home victories. In a 12.00 game Belgrave were defeated 5-3 and in 
the main attraction the homesters scored twice against “the famous Bohemians”. The highlight of the 
club’s short existence came after Christmas in the Leinster Senior Cup. After receiving a bye into the 
semi-final, they got a home-draw against Athlone, who complained at the excessive travel and costs 
involved and requested a neutral Dublin venue. Dundalk readily agreed but the Leinster FA refused to 
sanction this agreement and awarded the game to Dundalk, who, without kicking a ball, were through 
to the final against Bohemians. 

Their preparations for the final included games against the 13th Hussars (Dublin) and St Mary’s 
College. Bohemians were the strongest team outside of Northern Ireland and had already won the 
Leinster Senior Cup 3 years running. 

Played at the Institution grounds, on March 27th 1897, the teams were: 

Dundalk: Murphy; Clarke, Thompson; Collins, McConville (H.J.), Moore; Kerr, McConville 
(M), Cox, O’Connell, McGoldrick. 

Bohemians: Blackwell; Murray, (R), Galavan; Farrell, Scroope, Gillespie; Murray (J), Blayney, 
Gogarty (Oliver St. John), McCann, Sheehan. 

Blayney sent Bohemians into a first half lead and Mick McConville equalised before half time. 
Blayney scored again in the second half and Bohemians lead 3-1 when Dundalk rallied. Cox headed 
“beautifully through” to get one back, but though “keeping the ball in the visitors territory and many 
times tried the custodian, the home side were very unfortunate in not scoring and the call of time 
found the result Bohemians 3 Dundalk 2”. 

Mrs. J. Flanagan presented the cup to the winners. To Dublin “soccer” enthusiasts the final result 
came as a great surprise, for Bohemians were expected to have an easy victory. 

Almost 50 years later a Dundalk man, resident in Belfast, wrote to the Democrat recalling that 
team, claiming that the three halfbacks were all internationals. He identified them as McAvellan (of 
Linfield and Royal Irish Rifles), Hugh John McConville of Newry and Moore (Linfield and Royal Irish 
Rifles). The letter continued: “the two wing halves were stationed in the old barracks in Barrack Street, 
near the corner of Saint Alphonsus Road opposite Jack Farrell’s. They afterwards played for Dundalk 
Rovers and though getting a bit old, were very clever. Previously they had both played for Ireland and 
for Linfield. Actually Dundalk would have beaten Bohemians in the Leinster Cup Final but they were 
unfortunate that Ned Stewart of Barrack Street, one of the best players on the side, had been unable to 
get back from Liverpool in time. The sub who came on in his place was a banker who did not shine”. 

J Moore was the left halfback on the first Linfield team to win the Irish Cup (in 1891) and he 
played in all three of the Irish International matches in the same season, against Scotland, England and 
Wales. Hugh John McConville later became active in politics in Newry in the 1920’s and 1930s, 
becoming Chairman of the Newry Urban Council. 
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- 1897/98 - 

The Educational Institutions application for membership of the Leinster Football Association was 
accepted in November, and they got a home draw in the Leinster Junior Cup, defeating Phoenix 
Reserves by 5-2 with Dr Sellars as referee. However, they lost to an objection, when one of their players, 
Cox, was deemed ineligible and the match was rescheduled. On their own grounds, Phoenix came out 
on top in the re-fixture. 

After the success of the previous season, it was a surprise that there was little reportage of the 
Dundalk team for this season, with local interest being maintained through the activities of Dundalk 
Institution and St. Marys College. To fill the void a new team appeared, called Zingari (Italian for 
gypsies), containing some of the previous years team and players from Dundalk Institution and St. 
Marys. 

Dundalk F.C. re-appeared to put on their usual St. Stephens Day friendly at the Athletic Grounds 
against Hibernians “one of the best clubs in Dublin”. Over 300 spectators paid in and “if those who 
have a decided objection to paying, but who got into the field one way or another, be taken into 
account, there must have been 500 present”. 

“Half Back” in the Democrat opened his match report— 

“Away with your holly, ivy and mistletoe, they all disappear, but our football remains” In the most 
comprehensive match report to appear since soccer came to Dundalk, he reported ecstatically on the 
days proceedings: 

“For as long as football matches are played like the one that took place on the Athletic Grounds 
last Monday, this great past time will remain with us, not as the game of the few, but of the 
many. There never was a game played under brighter circumstances. 

Everything was serene; the day beautifully fine; the green sward in capital order; and the 
footballers, too, dressed in their many coloured jerseys and so full of glee on taking the field, 
rendering things complete”. 

The icing on this Christmas cake was that Dundalk scored the only goal with ten minutes left from 
centre forward Cox—“the different plays leading up to this score were pretty in the extreme”. Each 
member of the winning team came in for praise and although reluctant to single out any of the home 
team for “special” mention, he highlighted keeper Bob Warren and right half Harry Collins. Lineout: 
Warren; Broderick and J. Stewart; Collins, Moore, Steward (Ned); McGoldrick, O’Connell, Cox, 
Mullen and Bellingham. 


- 1898/99 - 

Zingari had a 3-1 win over the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons but the kingpins of the local soccer scene 
were the St. Mary’s College team who went through the season unbeaten “never, indeed, have they been 
ever seriously in danger”. In March they took on the experienced Zingari team—which contained “the 
foremost military players, the most prominent of the Educational Institute team and giants of St Mary’s 
old boys”. A formidable combination for a college team to tackle with “many a prophet, who gloomily 
or gladly, according to his feelings, foretold that the day of defeat and disaster for the college boys had 
dawned. Zingari had age, weight and individual brilliance but how would they contend with youthful 
speed, fitness, constant training and general combination”. 

A comprehensive 6-1 win for the college supplied all the answers. 

Zingari: O’Connell; Broderick, Thompson; Stewart, Collins, Johnson; Fisher, Me Goldrick, 
Mullen, McDonald, Moore. 

St. Marys: Tighe; Meadows, Quigley; Jordan, Hackett, Donegan; McCann, Hollywood, 
Martin, Fegan, Quinn. 
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There was an end season treat for local soccer followers when the second replay of the Irish Army 
Cup semi final was played at Dundalk, where the holders. North Stafford, got the better of the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders by 2-0. 


- 1899/1900 - 

The loss of “many of last years heroes” didn’t deter St. Mary’s and they won all their pre-Christmas 
games, playing against Dragoons, D Squadron, Dundalk Young Irelands Society amongst others. Some 
of Dundalk Young Irelands ream showed “want of skill, training and knowledge of the game”. The 
Young Irelands team was—Callan, Walsh, Clarke, Whately, R Mullen, Keating, T Mullen, Roe, 
Donaghy, O’Connell, McAlester. Prominent for the College team were Martin, McGoldrick, 
Hollywood, Grogan, McVeigh. 

The Christmas fare at the Athletic Grounds was shared with the Rugby Club, who played leading 
Dublin team Bective Rangers, for whom Louis Magee, the Irish Rugby international player was a major 
attraction. Dan O’Connell captained the local team, which included Harry Collins, star of both the 
local GAA and Association games. 

Soccer enthusiasts had a football tournament under the auspices of the Cycling and Athletic Club, 
with two games involving Celtic Seniors and Juniors playing against Army teams. 

In March 1900 Dundalk Institution had a first round victory over Trinity in the Leinster Senior 
Cup by 3-2, before an attendance reported as 1,000, with the following team—Nugent, Burgess, 
Donegan, Stewart, Collins, Boyle, McGoldrick, O’Connell, Lane, Donaghy, and Finch—earning a 
home semi-final draw against another Dublin team. Freebooters. The Democrat got caught up in a 
team selection controversy in the run-up to the semi-final. By post on the Thursday morning they 
received a letter containing “the team spoken of as representing the locals”—to be followed by another 
communication signed, “Alfred G Lane, Captain”, giving a different selection. Lane complained “these 
letters are written by somebody who is not connected with the club and who is trying to secure a place 
on the team by sending forward their own name in the probable team to the press”. 

In a “fast game to watch” the more powerful Freebooters ran out 4-2 winners, with a hat-trick from 
international Meldon and one from future international Harry O’Reilly. Afterwards the referee reported 
that he had to send Cox, the Dundalk centre forward off the field for rough play and “questioning his 
decisions”—the player was called upon to attend the next meeting of the Leinster Football Association. 

Freebooters were defeated in the final by Shelbourne, who were winning their first of many Leinster 
Cups. The Freebooter keeper, James Nolan changed his name in the following season to Nolan Whelan, 
adding his mother’s maiden name to his surname by deed poll. He went on to play for Corinthians, the 
famous amateur club, and earned four Irish caps in the 1901/02 season. 


- 1900/01 - 

In September it was announced that Dundalk had been admitted to the Leinster Senior League and 
had entered for the Irish Cup, Charity Cup and Leinster Cups (both Senior and Junior) with fixtures 
made against Dublin University, CELT and 4th Rifle Brigade. There were also pre-Christmas fixtures 
against Freebooters and Tritonville. Dubliners Belleville were the visitors for the St. Stephen’s Day’s gala 
match playing against Rovers, the popular name for Dundalk F.C., who lined out: Gibney, Meadows, 
Clegg, Quigley, Martin, Murray, Bastow, Reardon, O’Connell, Salmon, Prescott. 

In January Carrickmacross were the visitors to the Institution Grounds playing “in their first match 
under the laws of Association”. The novices lost by a single goal. For the Garrick side “the movements 
of Henry were altogether unsurpassed—the captain Mulhall had his men well placed—in goal Rankin 
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proved a pillar of defence—Downey was very good in the backs—McCluskey, Garvey and McCaffrey 
did good work”. 


- 1901/02 - 

Dundalk’s interest in the Junior Cup ended when a re-fixture with Bellevue, was cancelled at the 
last minute by the Dublin club and a ‘detailed list of expenses, amounting to £1. 10s. 6d.’ incurred in 
arranging the tie was submitted to the LFA, who duly agreed to reimburse the club. There was no local 
newspaper accounts of activity this year. 


- 1902/03 - 

The advertised St. Stephen’s Day game at the Athletic Grounds fell through because of the inability 
of the visiting team to travel. To prevent disappointment, the Nomads and the Rovers turned out, but 
the occasion was marred when a Nomad forward broke his leg in a tackle with five minutes remaining. 

57 teams entered for the Leinster Junior Cup and Dundalk Rovers progressed to meet top Dublin 
side Trojans in the third round. Before Christmas the match was postponed and in early January Rovers 
travelled to Dublin for this fixture but “the fearful weather played havoc with all outdoor arrangements, 
and the match was declared off”. A week later they travelled again to the Phoenix Park and “gave their 
opponents marching orders to the tune of 4 goals to 1”. The star performer was clearly a ringer! “Of the 
forwards “Murphy” (Ahem!) was the bright scintillating star. He played a magnificent game and was 
streets ahead of any forward on the field”. He was supported by McEvoy, Daly, Clinton, Collins, 
McComish, Hamill (goals), Baldwin, Warren, McCann and Byrne. 

Six teams qualified for the fourth round and Dundalk and Shamrock Rovers both received byes 
into the semi-final, which threw up a local derby against Drogheda, when Rovers took a half-time lead 
but having to hang on “and only with difficulty kept their lead secure”, earning a Cup Final spot with a 
2-1 victory. 

In advance of their appearance in the Leinster Junior Cup final. Rovers took on Newry West Ends 
at the Institution grounds on St. Patrick’s Day. “Philistine” in the Democrat was anything but happy at 
their performance—“tricking with the ball may all be very well as show for the gallery but it is not 
football... the backs were completely at sea ... the halves failed to keep their places ... the less said 
about the forwards the better ... worse football than that displayed by Rovers in the second moiety I 
have seldom witnessed. Players get to think that because they can win matches, not considering the 
class of players opposed to them, they are invincible ...”. There was more in the same vein—it comes as 
a surprise to find that the Rovers won by 3 goals to 2 but “it was a little short of a fluke”. He warned, 
“A continuance ... will not do against St. Patrick’s” who were Rovers final opponents. 

Both the Leinster Minor and Junior Cup Finals were played on April 11th 1903 at Dalymount 
Park, and according to ‘Sport’ the £16 gate “shows that there were many present beyond the followers 
of the clubs involved”. St. Patrick’s, from Inchicore, had advanced to the final after three games against 
Shamrock Rovers. Dundalk Rovers lost by 1-0 “not so much a case of hard luck, but that they failed to 
take advantage of the innumerable opportunities presented to them”. 

On St. Patrick’s Day 1903 there were two matches at the Institution Grounds—Rovers took on 
Newry West Ends in the evening—but for the School the main feature was the meeting between the 
Past and the Present of the School. The Present “though mainly composed of the junior element, 
showed nice combination and fully deserved to win on the score of three goals to two”. The press report 
listed the teams as follows: 








Present: Hamill, Burgess, Currie, Kilmartin, McErlean, Megan, Haire, Newall, Lindsey, Finch, 
Bartley. 

Past: Henry, Thompson, Warren, Daly, Kennedy, Maxwell (Irish International), Nicholls, 
Nicholls, Law, Dilworth, and Fleming. 

Jimmy Maxwell played 7 times for Ireland between 1902 and 1907, when playing with three 
Belfast teams (Linfield, Glentoran and Celtic) and scored two International goals. In 1894 the school 
lineout included a Maxwell. If this were the same player he would be the first local to secure his Senior 
International Cap. His two caps in 1903 came on February l4th (v England) and March 28th (v 
Wales). 


- 1903/04 - 

The Dundalk Democrat sports columns, written under the by-line “Sport and Play, By Philistine” 
reported in September 1903 as follows: “The G N Railway have this season started an Association Club 
and have already made application for the Athletic Grounds. Though not aspiring to any great heights 
as yet, they give promise of turning out a couple of clever elevens”. 

On September 19th 1903 the Democrat further stated: “There will be no Rugby in town this 
season, but there is every prospect of good sport in Association circles. 1 am given to understand that 
both Rovers and Nomads have entered for the Leinster Junior Cup competition. Then we have a team 
at St. Marys College, an XI organised by the Railway men and the usual Artillery Club”. 

The same column reported a practice for the GNR at the Athletic Grounds in early November. The 
first press report of the newly formed GNR Association Club appeared in the Dundalk Herald on 
December 19th 1903, reporting on a game that took place the previous Sunday at the Fairgreen against 
Dundalk Wanderers “before a few hundred spectators”. The more experienced Wanderers won by 4-0. 
The two teams were: 

Dundalk Wanderers: Richardson; Brennan, Ross; Daly, D Nulry, Coburn; Moran, Gilmore, P 
Nulty, Deane, Sexton 

Railway: McFete; McAlester, McAlester, O’Neill, Mahon, Colman; Perkins, Kerr, McAlester, 
Perkins, Coburn 

Referee: W Guest 

Match Report; “Wanderers won the toss and defended the town goal. The Wanderers at once 
assumed the upper hand and being led away by Nulty and Deane scored a very easy goal per Deane. 
On the re-start up and down play followed, and the Wanderers tried to add to their score, but 
McAlester, who was playing a sound defence game, was no easy man to pass. There was very little 
difference between either team up to the present. Coburn on the left made a very good run towards the 
Wanderers’ goal, but ended in sending the ball yards wide. Play became very dead now. The game was 
in the centre when the interval arrived as follows: 

Wanderers 1 goal. Railway Nil. 

Wanderers re-started with a brisk attack, which brought McFete out to repel a likely shot. Play 
became very lively now, both teams playing for all they were worth. The Blues, led by Perkins, tried to 
break through the home defence, but Brennan, who was playing a splendid game at full, relieved the 
pressure by a long kick, which ended in Sexton getting possession of the ball, and adding the second 
score for Wanderers. On resuming, the home forwards, who had improved greatly in the second half, 
were again in the visitors’ territory, and in a scrummage around the goal area ended in Colman handling 
the ball within the penalty area. The kick was entrusted to P Nulty, who had very little difficulty in 
converting. The Blues with three goals against them, tried in vain to equal the score, but the home 
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defence was quite safe. The Whites now broke away and McNulty, with a stinging shot, added the 
fourth goal for the Wanderers. The blues were now a beaten team and nothing of importance happened 
up to the end of the game. For the losers, Coburn and Perkins were the pick of the forwards; Mahon was 
the best of the halves; McAlester was sound at full. Final score: Wanderers 4 goals Railway Nil. “ 

Some lineouts for this season 

Nomads:].}A. Carroll, T.L. Brown, J.A. Curry E. Synnott, J. Broderick, TA. Finch, G. Newell, 
WJ. Carroll, P.H. O’Connell, J.A. McADorey, W. Gray 

Wanderers: McComish, Carberry, Ross, Wooly, Warren, Coburn, McCusker, Brennan, Nulty, 
Byrne and Coburn. 

On St. Stephen’s Day, the Wanderers travelled to meet the newly-formed Castleblayney F.C. whose 
captain was Dan Coyle. In preparation, the Blayney club announced “a practice to be held at 10 o’clock 
on Christmas Day, the team to be selected immediately afterwards”!! And it clearly worked when 
Blayney won 2-0, helped by “Peter Martin, late of St. Mary’s College and known to almost every soccer 
player in Leinster and the dread of many a goalkeeper”. 

Dundalk Rovers were drawn to play Drogheda in the Leinster Junior Cup in October but were 
unable to travel. As a result, it was reported that “Collins, O’Connell and McEvoy are helping 
Drogheda” who repeated the Rovers achievement of the previous year by qualifying for the final where 
they lost to Strandville. 


- 1904/05 - 

Dundalk Rovers again reached the final of the Leinster Junior Cup in 1905 and were beaten 2-1 by 
Shamrock Rovers at Dalymount on April 22nd, where the crowd was reported as being a record for a 
junior match. This was the first major trophy won by Shamrock Rovers who had been formed in 1901. 
Dundalk missed an early penalty and should have scored early in the second half before Rovers went 
two up, first from a corner and the second when Dundalk keeper Hall fisted the ball into his own net. 
A late Dundalk reply came from Thomas to leave Rovers winners by 2-1. Joe McEvoy played a starring 
role, repelling many Rovers attacks. 

Dundalk had defeated Dublin University in an earlier round but for the semi-final against Trojans 
had to revise their line-up when three of their top players were unavailable. Two players, Joe Hamill and 
James Coburn, decided to play Gaelic football, while the leading player of his era, Harry Collins, 
departed for South Africa to take up an engineering appointment in the mines. 

Not withstanding the changes, Dundalk defeated Trojans by 5-2 (at the Institute Grounds), with 
scores from Johnston (2), Thomas (2) and Leith. The match was ordered to be replayed in the Fifteen 
Acres, but in spite of no fencing and much spectator encroachment, a single goal for Johnston put 
Dundalk into the final against Shamrock Rovers. McEvoy and Johnston were reported as the “best of 
the pack”. 

The Dundalk selection for the semi-final match was Hall, Finch, McEvoy, Byrne, Leith, Turner, 
Tissington, McGoldrick, Thomas, Johnston, and Bunn. Local newspaper reports were hopeful that the 
“Reds and Greens” would be seen in the final—presumably they were the team colours. 

A presentation night at Watters Restaurant in Earl St. was held for Harry Collins before his 
departure to South Africa, at which representatives of GAA clubs and the soccer club spoke highly of 
his abilities. In his reply, Collins spoke of his last game played on the previous Saturday “for Shelbourne 
against Belfast Celtic in the Irish League”. He was a prominent Gaelic player with Dundalk Young 
Irelands and Louth, and in 1903 he captained the Young Irelands team, which won the first Senior 
League final. In 1904, he was selected on the Leinster team to play against Ulster in the Soccer Inter¬ 
provincial game. 








1904-05 The original Dundalk AFC, also known as Dundalk Rovers. 

Back; Goddlet Hamill (Sec.), Burgess, Joe Hamill, ANO, Joe McEvoy, D.Nulty. 

Middle; Tommy Byrne, Harry Collins, James Coburn. 

Front; Tissington, Bill McGoldrick, ANO, McComish, Tommy Finch 

A craftsman in the GNR, he had also played GAA with John Dillons and the Geraldines. In the 
1904/05 season he made 5 appearances for Shelbourne in the Irish League. On the night of his 
departure he was escorted to the train station by “a large crowd of friends, accompanied by the O’ 
Mahoney band.” 

The resurgence of the GAA in the early years of the 1900’s and the introduction of a Rule prohibit¬ 
ing members from participating in “foreign” games put an end to the practice of dual players. Almost 
40 years later, the Dundalk Democrat soccer writer reminisced: “In local football Joe McEvoy was a 
star. With the old Rovers he was a great left full with his partner Tom Baldwin ... the pair would turn 
out for the Young Irelands the next day. They never made a mistake under either rule. James Coburn, 
now taking it easier in Leinster House, was another of that crowd who gave service on Saturday to 
soccer and on Sunday to Gaelic. I wonder who could go through two strenuous games now every 
weekend”. Who indeed! 


- 1905/06 - 

At the AGM of Dundalk AFC held in early October the officers elected were: 
President: T.Finch Vice.Pres.: Mr. Burgess Sec / Treas.: G. Hamill 
Committee: T. Murphy, J McGoldrick, D. Nulty, James and Thomas Byrne. 
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However by December the reports claimed that the “town team has been lying dormant but it is 
expected that Christmastide will witness a revival of its strength”. An indication of the lack of activity 
was that Burgess, McEvoy and Finch were engaged to assist Drogheda in the Leinster Junior Cup. 

Another new club came into existence, St. Nicholas Parish Association Club, who were practicing at 
the Polo Field and who had an active pre-Christmas programme. Opponents included Institution 
School Team, Brookville Rangers, and Wanderers. 

St Nicholas Parish Association Club: 

President: Rev Mr. Little, J.W. Turner. Sec.: B.Whyte. Treas: Mr. Vance 
Committee: R. McConnell, T. Kerr, F. Wissett, F. Brereton and Hughes 

The Brookville lineout was similar in many respects to the GNR teams of the previous couple of 
seasons and in newspaper reports were referred to as “the Wasps”. The black and amber stripes of the 
GNR team of the 1920 s certainly fit the description. 

In the middle of January, two games held on the same day finished with 7-2 score lines—Dundalk 
overcoming St Nicholas at the Polo Field and Royal Field Artillery getting the better of 
Castlebellingham at the Soldiers Field. 

The First Dundalk & District League 

The big news for local enthusiasts came in the Dundalk Herald on Saturday January 20th. “On 
Wednesday night a representative meeting of the local association football clubs was held in the Central 
Hotel, Dundalk, Mr. V J Burgess presiding, when it was decided to form a league to be called the 
Dundalk and District League. It was announced that a generous donor (who wishes to remain 
anonymous) had signified his intention of presenting a valuable cup for competition. The announce¬ 
ment was, needless to say, greeted with applause. The meeting then proceeded to draft rules, and 
appoint officers, MrTA Finch, M A, Dundalk, was unanimously chosen as the president; Mr G Hamill 
as hon sec; and Mr T Finch, jun, as hon treasurer; whilst it was agreed that the committee should 
consist of representatives from each club. That the league will prove an unqualified success there is not 
the least doubt, seeing that the matter rests in such capable hands.” 

Six teams entered for the first Dundalk and District League, namely Carrickmacross, G.N.R., 
Dundalk, Drogheda, St Nicholas and St Marys College, playing in a double round league. The compe¬ 
tition got underway on February 10th 1906 with 3 matches: 

St Nicholas 2 G N R 3 (Polo Field); Dundalk 2 St Marys 2 (Institute Grounds); 

Carrickmacross 4 Drogheda Centaurs 1 (Marist College grounds). 

Carrick had agreed to convenience Drogheda by playing the match in Dundalk, but for their pains 
ran into a three-point objection 1) the field was not marked 2) Carrick not wearing colours 3) contrary 
to rules, Carrick played a military man. The committee ruled out the first two points but upheld the 
appeal on the third point and awarded the game to Drogheda. The second set of matches took place a 
week later. 

Carrick 2 Dundalk 1 (Carrick); St Mary’s 1 G N R 1 (Institution grounds); 

Drogheda 4 St Nicholas 3 (Drogheda). 

The committee was busy with another objection—this time by St Nicholas against Drogheda, on 
two points 1) Encroachment of spectators 2) that the ball was not playable for the second half The 
“ball was not playable” objection was upheld and one point was deducted from Drogheda and given to 
St Nicholas. 



Although St Marys College had drawn their first two games, they were “hot favourites for the title, 
though other clubs have envious eyes on the trophy”. By the fifth weekend, only 1 game had been 
postponed (between Dundalk and GNR) and the table read: 

St Marys 8 points (5 games), Drogheda 5 (5), Dundalk 5 (4), Garrick 5 (5) GNR 4 (4), 

St Nicholas 1 (5). Only newcomers St Nicholas had failed to win a game. 

In the second round of matches, St Marys continued their unbeaten run, winning 4-1 over GNR 
and 3-1 against St Nicholas and were crowned as first winners of the Dundalk and District League 
Championship. 

Some lineouts during the 1905/06 season: 

Dundalk: McComish, Finch and McEvoy, Murphy, Moonan and Moynagh, McGoldrick, 
Brenagh, Byrne (centre), Nulty and Dawes. 

St Marys: Hamill, McCann and Meagher, McVeigh, McCamley and Bradley, Cassidy, 
McEnteggart, Wright (Centre), McGrane and Leonard. 

G.N.R.: McFeat; W Coleman, McAlester; Abernethy, Guest and O’Neill; Coburn, Tanney, T 
Coleman, Perkins and Meade. 

St Nicholas: T Rowe, W Gyles, A Bradley, B Neil, B Whyte, T Farrell, R Gyles, D McConnell, 
W Sholdis, J Jackson, Lamont, Woods, 

Wanderers: B McBride, P F Gaskin, P Murphy, L Farnon, T Byrne, Geo. Farnon, Stanley, Blake, 
G Woods, H MacEvoy, R Dullaghan. 

Brookville:] MacFeat, M.J. McAllister, J Briggs, D Keogh, J Perkins, L Morrow, C Reilly, J 
McEneaney, J O’Neil, E McAllister, A Perkins. 

- 1906/07 - 

The annual general meeting of the Dundalk and District League held at the Central Hotel in early 
September reported a successful first year and a small cash surplus, while at the annual meeting of 
Dundalk AFC it was agreed to change the clubs name to Dundalk Rovers “to save ambiguity”. 

The holders, St Marys, reluctantly decided not to enter the league having lost a number of key 
players, but 8 teams entered for the 1906/07 league—Rovers, GNR, St Nicholas, Castlebellingham, 
Boyne Mills (Drogheda) and 3 Army teams—the l43rd, l44th, and l45th Batteries of the Royal Field 
Artillery. There was a full weekly programme of matches from the beginning of October, broken only 
to accommodate fixtures in the Irish Junior Cup and the Leinster Junior Cup. The previous year’s 
whipping boys, St. Nicholas, were better prepared and had strengthened their team, while GNR were 
reported as having “succeeded in capturing a few new players”. 

The league started in early October and the early matches indicated the strength of the military 
teams, when they each ran up big wins—l43rd by 6-1 against Boyne Mills; and 9-1 against 
Castlebellingham and l45th ran in five without reply from St Nicholas. 

Rovers opened their Irish Junior Cup campaign with a 2-0 win over GNR in late October and in 
the next round defeated Drogheda 6-1. They then came up against tougher opponents in Bessbrook 
Athletic, the previous years winners of the Newry & District League and again emerged victorious with 
a 2-0 win—a magnificent performance by the Rovers left full “a schoolboy Thornton” was praised. 
There was also success for the Rovers in the Leinster Junior Cup starting with an away win by 4-0 over 
Dublin team Middleton Utd. A Rovers supporter at this game had to draw the attention of the 
Dundalk captain Finch and the referee to the fact that at one stage there were 12 Middleton players on 
the field! 
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The 4th round Irish Junior Cup-tie was described as “Greek against Greek”. Rovers to date had 
only one goal scored against them—a penalty—^while Aughnacloy, the champions of the Tyrone 
League, were undefeated. The Dundalk “Greeks” got the better of this one by 4 goals to nil. Rovers 
were now in the last 16 but at the Newry Showgrounds, with a weakened team, they lost by 7-2 to 
Newry Celtic. Wood was declared ineligible, Gallagher couldn’t travel and goalkeeper Hamill had both 
flu and blood poisoning, rendering one hand practically useless. The Leinster Junior Cup game against 
Bohemians ‘C’ at the end of December was “uncontested” due to the inability to get a travelling team 
at that time of year. 

Meanwhile a full series of matches in the Dundalk & District League left the following table at 
Christmas: 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Points 

143rd 

6 

5 

1 

0 

28 

5 

11 

145th 

5 

4 

0 

1 

16 

6 

8 

St Nicholas 

5 

3 

0 

2 

7 

13 

6 

144th 

6 

2 

1 

3 

10 

12 

5 

Rovers 

3 

2 

0 

1 

9 

5 

4 

GNR 

5 

1 

1 

3 

8 

16 

3 

Castlebellingham 

5 

1 

1 

3 

9 

16 

3 

Boyne Mills 

5 

0 

0 

5 

3 

18 

0 


In the middle of March, Rovers and the l45th, with back matches, still had the l43rd team in their 
sights but the main talking point was a controversy between Rovers and St Nicholas. In their first 
round game Rovers had won a cliffhanger by 4-3; St Nicholas protested about ineligible players, which 
the league committee dismissed—but St Nicholas were appealing to the IFA (controversially not to the 
Leinster FA). Before the appeal was heard the two met in a needle match before a big crowd, which 
ended 6-3 in the Rovers favour. But that was not the end of the affair! 

The nub of the problem was the mid-season transfer to Rovers of two GNR players, complicated 
by the fact that the Secretary of the Rovers club, Mr Ffamill, was also Secretary of the Dundalk & 
District League. When questioned at the appeal held at Belfast, whether in accordance with the league 
rules he had “posted” the transfers, he answered no—he had “handed” them in (to himselO—and he 
further pointed out that only the Castlebellingham team had “posted” their team, all the other teams 
had handed in their Registration. On this technicality, the IFA ruled in favour of St Nicholas. At the 
same time Castlebellingham had surprised everyone by defeating one of the Army teams in a double 
fixture—but the Committee upheld an appeal and ordered a rematch! 

The result of all this was a series of letters to the Dundalk Herald, which by present day standards 
would be deemed libellous. The air was filled with accusations—gerrymandered committees, unsporting 
behaviour, and “combines of conspiracy”! - And the Herald was accused of being “Rovers” supporters. 

Finally, a key match between the leaders l43rd and Dundalk Rovers finished in disarray. Under 
referee Colour Sergeant Kwaitkowski, the Army team led 1-0 late in the game, when the Rovers 
forward Kennedy “buried keeper and ball in the back of the net: the keeper resenting such treatment 
kicked Kennedy: a section of the crowd resented this and rushed the field: in the meantime, with time 
not up, the referee blew for full time and departed: the crowd then turned their attention to the referee: 
excitement ran high: but the only violence offered the referee was a kick from a little boy”. The Rovers 
players McEvoy and Kennedy were “chaired from the field”, and Rovers sought a re-fixture. After all the 
protests and excitement, the final result was that the two top Army teams, l43rd and l45th, took the 
first two spots, with Rovers in third place, claiming the title of civilian “top dogs”. 
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Inter League Matches 

The Dundalk & District League took part in 2 Inter League games and won both matches. The 
first match was against Newry & District League played at the Newry Showgrounds, with Dundalk 
winning 5 —1. 

Dundalk: Woodward (l43rd Battery), Desmond (l43rd Battery), McEvoy (Bohemians and 
Dundalk Rovers), Wood (St Nicholas), Kane (l45th Battery) Finch (Rovers), O’Neil 
(l43rd Battery), Lawton (l45th Battery), Southworth (I43rd Battery), McCamblie 
(Rovers), Lockington (St Nicholas), 

Newry: McCann (Northern Stars), McMaster (Downshire), Backley (Downshire), Lundy 
(Celtic), Walshe (Bessbrook), Kearns (Celtic), Greigg (Downshire), Kennedy 
(Downshire), McGuire (Celtic), Toner (Celtic) and M Toner (Celtic). 

There was also a 5-2 victory over the Leinster League. 

The record of Dundalk Rovers for the complete season was: 

Played 20; Won 13; Drew 1; Lost 6; For 52; Against 28. 

Joe McEvoy had a very busy year, playing with Bohemians Senior team and on the Leinster team 
that played in an Inter Provincial game against Ulster. 


- 1907/08 - 

Dundalk Rovers: Pres. TA.Finch, Capt. Joe Hamill. Vice C. IJ Lockington 
Sec. T J Kennedy. Treas. W Douglas. 

Committee: T A Finch jun., J McEvoy, Grant, J Byrne, Roberts, Brereton, J Casey 
St Nicholas: Capt. P Finlon. Vice C.: Andrew Kerr. Treas:] H Vance Sec: Bryce White. 

An expected entry from Ardee to the District League did not materialise leaving seven clubs to 
compete for the third D.D.L.—Rovers, St Nicholas, Castlebellingham, Drogheda Olympics and 3 
army teams, 15th, 48th and 71st Batteries. 

The good form of Rovers centre forward Grant caught the attention of Bohemians who were 
rumoured to be “after him”. Rovers advanced through the first round of the Irish Junior Cup after a 3-2 
win over Dublin opponents Donore but they caught a tartar in the Leinster Junior Cup, going out 1-0 
to the locally based 48th Battery. 

The former Rovers full, Tom Finch, was now at Trinity College and starring “in a sensational 5-4 
win over 3rd Dragoon Guards in the Intermediate Cup” while current squad members were getting 
plenty of football—McEvoy and Grant with Dublin Bohemians and Lockington, McDonald and 
Kennedy were “assisting Downshire (Newry) in the Henderson Cup”. 

By Christmas time the D&D League was wide open with 3 points covering the top six teams and 
only Castlebellingham were out of contention. Rovers, with one loss from 5 games, led the table on 8 
points. 

The DD League selection had two matches—on St Stephen’s Day against Dublin side Herbert Park 
and on St Patrick’s Day they had an easy 6-1 win over the Kildare League. The top of the league clash 
between Rovers and 48th finished level and by the end of March the military team had moved ahead 
with 19 points from 11 games against Rovers 16 points from 10 games. The 48th were unbeaten at this 
stage with 8 wins and 3 draws and Rovers had to be content with runner-up medals. 

The season closed with two grand challenge matches between a new team, Dundalk Celtics and the 
2 top military teams—finishing 3-1 in favour of the 48th Battery and the match with 71st Battery 
finishing 1-1. 
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The Celtic team: Carroll, Finlon, Maher, Sellars, Byrne, Farnon, McEnteggart, Finch, Reynolds, 
and Nulty. 


Olympic Games 1908 , 

For two of Dundalk’s leading sportsmen. Hockey player Harry Brown and Rifleman Dr. John 
Sellars, the 1908 London Olympic Games was a very special occasion. 

Harry Brown, christened Henry Joseph and born in 1887 at Annaskeagh, was the fifth child from 
the marriage of Robert Lowden Brown, of the Brown Milling Company family (later O’Rourke’s Mill), 
and Mary Carolan, the eldest daughter of Nicholas Carolan, owner of the Earl Street grocery and spirits 
business. Robert L Brown, Harry’s father, who was Vice President of the original Dundalk AFC in 
1895, was appointed resident magistrate for Roscommon in the 1890s and later had a similar appoint¬ 
ment in Birr. Harry’s first Irish cap was earned in early 1908, when Ireland defeated Wales 4-2 at 
Cardiff, which secured his place on the Irish team for the Summer Olympics. Another victory over 
Wales earned a place in the Olympic final against the hosts, when a powerful English team proved too 
strong, taking the Gold Medal after an 8-1 victory, leaving Ireland with the Silver Medals. 

‘Ninety Years of the Irish Hockey Union’ by Tom Wynne, edited by Chris Glennon, in a section 
that lists fifty of the outstanding players to have worn the green shirt, provides the following profile: 

“H. J. Brown (Roscommon and Three Rock Rovers)... 1908-1923, (22 Caps), one of Ireland’s 
greatest full backs. Strongly built and standing six feet tall, he possessed a surprising burst of 
speed. With wrists like steel, he tackled strongly and his judicious hitting and placing were well 
nigh perfect. One of the most sporting of players, he was equally popular in all four countries. 
He captained Ireland on fifteen occasions, including the team which played at Beckenham in 
1921 in the presence of King George V.” 

Hockey was not his only field game—Dundalk Rugby Club’s Centenary Year publication, by 
Dermot Lavery, described Harry as “the outstanding player of this period”, referring to the 1909 
period. In 1918 he was captain of Dundalk Golf Club. 

Nor was Dr John Sellars a one-sport wonder. He was the first 
President of Dundalk AFC and on many occasions he ‘took the 
whistle’. He was an excellent cricket player, was captain of Dundalk 
Golf Club in 1908, and after joining the local Rifle club in the mid- 
1890s it did not take long before ‘his name was being coupled with 
those of the best marksmen of the age’. He was once described as 
“the best shot in the Three Kingdoms.” 

On the occasion of his death in August 1911, the local papers 
described his career as follows: 

“A native of the town and a pupil of St Mary’s College, he 
was an extremely popular man with all classes and creeds. He 
was coroner for North Louth, a Dispensary Doctor and 
Medical Officer for the Police, Coastguards, Irish National 
Forresters and Ancient Order of Forresters. 

In 1901 he was selected as one of the Irish representatives 
to compete in rifle contests to be held in America, where the 
Irish team proved victorious. In the American competition for all-comers he out-distanced all 
opponents, and carried off the prize for individual shooting. In 1908 he was selected as one of 
the representatives from Ireland to shoot in the Olympic contest and last year he not only won 
the Irish championship, but made in the Elcho Shield contest an aggregate score of 221 points 



J. C. Sellars 





out of a possible 225 at 900, 1,000 and 1,100 yards range. He was the first man to win both 
the English and Irish championships, winning the latter five times in all and three times in 
succession. After his signal success of last year he was made the recipient of a presentation from 
the people of Dundalk, which consisted of a beautiful massive silver tea tray and coffee service. 
Unfortunately owing to ill health he was prevented from participating in the contest at Bisley 
this year. In other forms of sport he was also interested, and was at one time Captain of the 
Dundalk Golf Club. He continued his connection with that ancient game, and at the time of 
his death was a member of the committee of both the Dundalk and Greenore Golf Clubs. He 
was also a cricketer of considerable ability and his versatility may be imagined when it is stated 
that he was one of the originators of the Dundalk Orchestral Society, and always took a keen 
interest in its welfare”. 

At the 1908 London Olympic Games, Dr. Sellars competed in the 1000-Yards Rifle Shooting 
event, which attracted an entry of 49 contestants from eight nations and he finished a creditable joint 
sixth. His score of 91, from a maximum of 100, was a single point behind the Bronze medal winner. 
The British entry consisted of four marksmen each from England, Ireland and Scotland, and the Irish 
quartet all finished within the top six, taking the Gold and Bronze medals. The target was six feet by 
ten with a 36-inch bulls-eye. The Irish Gold Medal winner, the 61-year old Col. Jerry Millner, remains 
the oldest winner of an individual event in any sport in Olympic history. 

With his brother Maurice, the town Surveyor until the early 1930s, and his son Jack, the Dundalk 
Rifle club was one of the leading clubs of the period, winning many National and Provincial honours. 

In the 1950s Dr Sellars son made a return visit to Dundalk as a Board member of the visiting 
Blackburn Rovers. 

Another of Dundalk’s early century sporting heroes was reported as ‘qualifying for the Olympic 
Games’ but his actual participation has not been confirmed. Joe McEvoy’s sporting deeds were not 
confined to the football field. A member of the Young Irelands team with Harry Collins that won the 
first Louth Senior League in 1903 with a virtually unbeatable team, he became the leading player of 
Dundalk Rovers, earning Inter-Provincial and Junior International Caps. He also spent a while with 
Bohemians. But he earned even wider fame as a track cyclist and the Democrat, many years later, 
recalled “Who in Dundalk hasn’t watched him showing the cracks how best to get round the track in 
the Athletic Grounds or cheered him when he lapped Jones’s Road in perfect style.” He rode third in 
the British Empire Cycling Championship in Newcastle in 1908 and was reported as ‘gaining a place in 
the Olympic Games team’, but this has not been confirmed. 


- 1908/09 - 

At the beginning of August, a grand challenge match between the ‘Casuals’ and the ‘Campers’ was 
the feature attraction at Blackrock. The Casuals lineout, “containing some well known champions of 
different branches of athletics from pugilism to whistling”, was J J Birrell, John Kerr, J O’Connell, J 
Hoey, J Doyle, P Hughes, John McShane, Thomas O’Rourke, James Kenny, P Digby, Jilla Matthews. 
The Campers team was Johnston, R Turner, H Byrne, Gaskin, Moynagh, McCutcheon, Hanratty, M 
McCann, P Foy, J Gilmore and JV O’Connell. 

The GNR club elected its committee for the coming season—^J Connolly, W Wild, D 
MacGuinness, (Treas.), Owen Reilly, W Coleman, A Kerr, F McMahon and J McFeat (Sec.)—but 
failed to respond to an invitation to participate in the Dundalk and District League and there were no 
reports of the club’s activities. 

St Nicholas appointed J Stewart, 31 Dublin St as Secretary with P Finlon as Captain while Joe 
McEvoy took over as Rovers Captain. The Rovers annual meeting heard that the club’s income for the 
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previous year was £10.12 shillings and that the treasurer had “a balance on hand of 5 shillings and 5 
pence”. They played a team from Greenore as a season pipe opener winning 2-1, and after receiving a 
walk-over from Drogheda in the Leinster Junior Cup they went out in the next round by 5-4 to 
Railway and Steampacket Union. By Christmas they were stuck for cash and organised a fundraiser at 
the Imperial Hotel “a smoker with songs, toasts etc”. In their annual St Stephens Day fixture they 
defeated Hibernians (Dublin) 5-1, lining out—Carroll, Martin, Gilfedder, Shouldis, Brown, Sellars, 
McConnell, McEnteggart, Grant, Nulty, O’Connell. Other players who appeared in the Rovers colours 
were Wood, McDonald, McMahon, Hughes, Kennedy and Casey. 

The club subscription to enter the D&DL was set at 15/- and seven teams entered. Newry 
Wanderers took the place of Castlebellingham and the newcomers went undefeated up to the 
Christmas break, to lead the League. 

At the end of January, the D&DL selection took on Bohemians and drew 1-1 with the following 
team: Holmes (48th), Hirst (71st), McEvoy (Rovers), O’Hagan (Newry), Irving (48th), Gibbs (15th), 
H Black (Newry), Harrington (48th), Grant (Rovers), Gilmartin and Kerney (15th). According to the 
Dundalk Independent the match drew a ‘record attendance of about 400’ and record receipts of £5. 7s. 
4d. Unfortunately for the local League, even record receipts was insufficient to cover the cost of the 
‘Royal Reception accorded the visitors, which continued ‘until the red light on the back of the 7.30 
train to Dublin had disappeared out of view’. 

The 48th who were contesting the top of the League with Newry “met their Waterloo” when 
Rovers defeated them 2-1 in March, amidst much rejoicing by Rovers supporters. Newry forfeited their 
strong League position when failing to travel for their fixture against Rovers and the way was clear for 
the strong 48th squad to take the Dundalk and District League for the 1908-09 season. 



DUNDALK EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION 1908-09 
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Local news headlines went to the selection of Joe McEvoy on the Irish International Junior team to 
play against Scotland in Belfast (lost 2-0) and in Glasgow. A 5-0 win for Ireland in Glasgow before an 
attendance of 25,000 drew the following comment in the “Dublin Evening News”: 

“Joe McEvoy, the only Leinster representative on the team, gave a magnificent display. The 
little Dundalk back created quite a sensation and time after time tackled the big Scotchmen in 
wonderful fashion. For his size and weight he is one of the finest backs that Ireland has ever 
produced, and for pluck has few equals”. 

The Educational Institution school team qualified for the final of the Leinster Schools Cup, playing 
Dublin School St Vincents of Glasnevin at Dalymount Park in the Final at the end of March. St 
Vincents were hot favourites after hammering Cup holders O’Briens Institution by 8-0 in the semi¬ 
final and in its match preview the Dublin Evening Mail offered the opinion that Dundalk ‘had not 
much chance’ of defeating the Dublin side. They afterwards admitted that ‘Dundalk were a very good 
team, sturdier than St Vincents.’ A goal down at half-time the Institution had to come from behind 
twice, in spite of being down to nine players at one stage, both goals in a 2-2 draw coming from inside 
forward McKinley. The El lineout was—Smith, Alexander, Mockler, Gilbert, Thornton, Brewer, 
McElroy, Buckeridge, Graham, McKinley and Turner. The Easter school break presented difficulties in 
arranging a replay. 


- 1909/10 - 

From 1904 onwards the Dundalk Democrat failed to carry any report on local Association 
Football. The disappearance of the Dundalk Independent in 1909 reduced coverage further still, and 
only the Dundalk Fierald remained as a local source. We know that Dundalk played St Mary’s College 
at the College Grounds in mid September, winning 4-3. There was no further news of Rovers or of the 
activities, if any, of the Dundalk & District League. 

St Nicholas were training in the Polo Field and entered for the Leinster Junior Cup, where they lost 
in the first round to Dublin team Frankfort by 5-0. Apart from that, the Herald reported that a match 
bervv'een St Nicholas and RFA in the middle of April “brought the season to a close”. 

- 1910/11 - 

The Secretary of St Nicholas, Mr J Stewart, announced to the AGM a “satisfactory financial 
position” the balance being on the right side for the first time since the side’s foundation. R Hardie 
(Captain) and V J O’Connell (Vice Captain) were elected with a committee of T Sholdis, T Hughes, W 
Darragh, and W C Grant. 

At a meeting in the Central Hotel to organise a District League, only 4 teams were represented. 
They agreed to run a league, with a 10/- subscription, and invitations were extended to teams from 
Drogheda, Castlebellingham, Ardee and Newry. No further reports of a league appeared—presumably 
it was abandoned because of lack of support. 

The Saints had home and away fixtures with a Dublin team Martello, before defeating Dublin 
University in the first round of the Irish Junior Cup by 5-1, with Hughes being credited with scoring 
the club’s first ever goal in the Irish Cup competition. On the same score line, the team was knocked 
out in the next round by the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. At a meeting in the Wellington Place Schoolhouse 
in November it was decided to start a new club called Dundalk Swifts and the Secretary, B Loudon of 
Jocelyn St, was seeking communication from any junior club “that desire a fixture”. One match was 
reported from the new club, when they defeated Institution by 3-2 with the following lineouts: 
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Swifts: ] 2 ick S Bradley (Captain), Simmons, Turner, Chambers, McHenry, Creighton, Louden, 
Clarke, Turner, Simmons, and Gilberts. 

Institution: Griffin (Captain), Dan Mathews, Gilbert, French, Holloway, Witherington, Clegg, 
Pautridge, Graham, and Lait. 

That appears to be the end of the Swifts, at least so far as any newspaper reports are concerned. In 
fact it was the end of reported Association activity for the remainder of the season. 


1911/12 


Local newspaper reports were confined to listing a second round Junior Cup match between St 
Nicholas and Seaview (Dublin) at the Institution grounds, which the visitors won by 4-3. 


Home side: Hamill, Reynolds, McEvoy, Sherry, Adams, McDonnell, V O’Connell, Hughes, 
Nulty, Grant, Millett. 


- 1912/13 - 

After St Nicholas were defeated 5-0 by St James Gate at the Athletic Grounds in October the 
Dundalk Herald complained: ‘Association Football seems to be on the wane for some time past in this 
district. Dundalk at one time had some excellent teams, and still should possess good material”. 

Mr. George Jeffers, Traffic Place, was swift to reply: “I notice in last week’s Herald you say 
Association Football seems to be on the wane in Dundalk, but, as a matter of fact, I do not think it has 
been better for a long time, and you may expect to see some good matches when the season is over, for 
we have four clubs in the Barracks. The Great Northern Railway Works have formed a new club and 1 
understand the Draper’s Assistants and the Marist College have also clubs, and we have also the St 
Nicholas and the Institution and with all these I don’t see why a League could not be formed in town 
now.” And with nine clubs listed there was no obvious reason why “a league could not be formed” or 
why newspaper coverage was so thin. 

The same George Jeffers had also been appointed Secretary to the new “GNR Works” team. In any 
event no further reportage of the Association game appeared in the Dundalk Herald for the remainder 
of the season. 


- 1913/14 - 

Almost 12 months to the day, the next Herald report of local activity records “a well contested 
game” between the Rovers and the Railway, which the Rovers won by 6-2. 

Rovers: Reilly, Quilton, Reynolds, King, Creighton, Kiernan, Millett, McEnteggart, Finlay, 
Flynn, Roe 

GNR: Coburn, Bennett, Coleman, Byrne, Lewis, McEvoy, Bloomer, Quinn, Vernon, Taylor, 
and Martin. 

In the middle of November Bohemians ‘C’ defeated Rovers by 3-2 in the 2nd round of the Irish 
Junior Cup. 

The Dundalk & District League got under way at the end of December. “6 teams had entered” but 
they were not named. The opening game was played at St Alphonsus Road with Dundalk Commercials 
getting the better of the Army team, 122nd Battery, by 3-2. Rovers scored first in their opening game 
against GNR “but the Railway men were particularly aggressive” and ran out 2-1 winners. 
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The only other match reported was the second Commercials v 122nd Battery, which resulted in a 
7-0 hammering by the Army team. No further reports appeared, leaving the questions—who were the 
other two teams? And which team won the Dundalk and District League for the 1913/14 season? 

The 1914 ‘Tempests Annual’ listed two Association clubs and supplied the following officers; 

GNR AFC. President G T Glover, Vice-Presidents A W Dennis, R Wild, W Jennings, H W 
O’Hagan, R Crean, H McIntosh. Captain, J Boomer. Vice-Capt, W Coleman. Secretary, G Jeffers. 

Rovers AFC. Patron, Earl of Roden. Pres, T A Finch. Vice-Pres, Rev. Canon Hamilton, H M 
Williamson, PV Carolan, W Tempest, J St P McArdle, J W Turner. Captain, R Hardie. Vice-Capt, T 
Stewart. Hon Sec, J L Creighton. Hon Treas, D King. 


- 1914/15 - 

If local newspaper coverage of the previous couple of season was thin, then it became worse in the 
1914/15 season, when no coverage whatever of Association Football appeared in any local newspapers, 
in spite of the achievement of the GNR club, who won their way through to the last 16 of the Irish 
Junior Cup, before losing to the ultimate winners, Shamrock Rovers. 
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The *irst purchase by the revived GNR Cl^b in September 19 ly, from The Bridge Stores, 
Belfa: t, was inV9iced to GNR’s Works Manager and Club President Harold McIntosh and 

CONSISTED of A CoJiPLETE TEAM OUTFIT (JERSEY, SoCKS AND KnICKERS), A FOOTBALL, AN INFLATER AND 
A LACIN 2 AWU ThERE WAS A FOLLOW UP ORDER ON OCT 24TH FOR ANOTHER FOOTBALL. A COPY OF THE 
RECEIP ED INVOICP IN THE POSSESSION OF PeTER GoSLING AND THE FAMILY TRADITION IS THAT HIS 

GRANDFATHER, Thomas J Gosling, was treasurer of the club at the time. 
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- 1918/19 - 

Sports coverage of any kind had been a rarity during the War. The Dundalk Democrat signalled the 
return of some kind of normality in March 1919, when it re-introduced its sports column “Sport and 
Play” after a lapse of many years, under the following introduction: “ It is quite a long time since this 
column last appeared. A good many reasons contributed to its disappearance. Tragedy has, for a good 
many, taken the place of the old light-hearted interest in sport and past times”. 

Dundalk Town were competing in the Newry and District League and got a 2-2 draw against 
Newry United in April with the following team: P Byrne, Reynolds, Vansten, “O’Donnell”, Byrne, 
Donihue, Smith, Hamill, Jackson, Gray, Quigley. 

A week later Gray scored both goals in a 2-1 victory over R.F.A. 

In May, Town exited from the NDL Newell Cup to Damolly (“better known as Newry United”) 
while Silver Badges lost out to Northern Stars (“a former Gaelic combination”). Damolly showed their 
worth when defeating Newry League Champions Bessbrook Athletic by 3-0 in the Newell Cup Final. 


- 1919/20 - 

Before a ball was kicked two historic decisions were made—the revival of the Dundalk and District 
League and the decision of the newly revived GNR club to enter all competitions available to them. 
Additionally, the ‘Dundalk Democrat’ inaugurated a weekly column devoted to local club activities, 
giving comprehensive coverage. At the end of August the Democrat hinted at the possibility of a local 
league. 

The following week the members of Dundalk Town heard that the club had run a “large deficit the 
previous season owing to the high cost of travelling in the Newry League and other competitions”. It 
was decided not to play in the Newry League, confining entry to the Newry Cup competitions as well 
as the Leinster and Irish Junior Cups. To fill the void, they decided to initiate discussions with other 
clubs with a view to starting a local league. The Town Secretary P J Casey, 3 Dublin St, undertook the 
task of‘whipper-in’. The President of the Dundalk Town Club was Godlett Hamill, who 15 years previ¬ 
ously had been Secretary of Dundalk Rovers and had doubled up as Secretary of the Dundalk and 
District League—similar to the role Paddy Casey was now undertaking. 

Seven teams played in the Dundalk and District League—St Mary’s College, Dundalk Town, Silver 
Badges, GNR and 3 Army teams, 10th Norforks, 33rd and 36th R.F.A. 

Before the League got underway, GNR made a start with their Newry League programme—losing 
to Newry United (3-1), defeating Newry Town (2-1) and then getting a trouncing 7-1 from Bessbrook 
Athletic, holders of the Newry title and who would go on to another success in the current season. 
Jimmy Chambers scored six of the goals, and he went on to win 12 International Caps between 1921 
and 1932 in a career that brought him to Distillery, Bury and Nottingham Forrest. There were 
further GNR wins over Rostrevor Rovers and Warrenpoint United. While activity continued in 
both the Dundalk and Newry Leagues, the local teams took time out to compete in the Leinster Junior 
Cup. 

Seven Dundalk teams were grouped in the Leinster Junior Cup Regional play off and GNR came 
through to contest the semi-final against GYMS. “It is a good many years since such a large crowd 
attended a local soccer match” and they saw a thriller. The Dubliners took an early lead and then failed 
to convert a penalty “Jackson cleared in style”. Minshal equalised before half time and the same player 
got a second. Prole made it three for GNR. CYMS got one back to leave GNR qualifying for the final. 
Team: Jackson, Coleman, Reynolds, McArdle, Byrne, McDonald, Craig, Smith, Prole, Minshal, and 
Vanston. 
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Hugh Craig from Seatown was an ex-Gaelic player “who has done many a good days play for the 
Rangers and must be forgiven for a tendency to bring his hands into play.” With captain Jim Byrne and 
future captain James McDonald he formed a halfback line that served the club for many seasons. 
During a two-month suspension for goalkeeper Jackson, another Gaelic player, Joe Johnston, a 
prominent member of the Geraldines and former Louth County player, took his place. 

Through their wins in the Junior Cup, GNR were given an entry into the Leinster Senior Cup, 
where they were beaten 4-2 by College of Science. With the winners of this tie due to meet Shelbourne, 
the Democrat reporter thought “perhaps it s as well GNR got beaten, ... Val Harris could beat either 
team by himself”. In the Irish Cup, Prole gave GNR the lead against Midland Athletics but the 
Dubliners proved too powerful and won easily 3-1. 

The Leinster Junior Cup final was played on Good Friday in Shelbourne Park against Avonmore. 
Two minor teams had played on the pitch earlier and “on a wet and murky day, with continuous 
drizzle, the pitch was one streak of mud with some blades of grass scattered here and there”. Both sides 
struggled in the conditions and the match ended scoreless. The Railway men were busy that Easter, 
travelling to Derry on Monday to play Distillery in a friendly. 

The Cup replay was fixed for the Athletic Grounds and the big crowd saw a 3-3 thriller, with the 
GNR getting the equaliser with 5 minutes remaining (McBrien heading in Proles corner). The 
Democrats report offered the comment that “Some of the players might have foregone the luxury of a 
‘fag’ when walking on to the field after the interval in a Cup Final match.” A week later, in early May, it 
was back to Dublin, this time to Dalymount Park, where a “nervous GNR” never played to their best 
and an Avonmore penalty set the Dubliners on their way to a 2-0 win. GNR made gallant comeback 
efforts hitting the crossbar and missing two second half penalties. The Democrat picked out Craig, 
Minshal and Dullaghan for special mention but bemoaned “Dundalk’s failure to make use of its 
chances”. 

The GNR team was: Jackson, McBrien, Reynolds, Craig, Byrne, McDonald, Smyth, Dullaghan, 
McKee, Minshall, Prole. 

In the Dundalk and District League, St Mary’s College were the early leaders and were undefeated 
when meeting the also unbeaten GNR in a crunch game before the biggest crowd of the season, in 
which the GNR were victorious by 3-0 (shortly afterwards St Mary’s withdrew from the League). 
Although losing their final game to Dundalk Town, GNR were runaway winners of the League with 8 
wins out of 9 games played and their 16 points left them 7 points clear of Dundalk Town. 

In the Newry League GNR revenged the early season trouncing by Bessbrook Athletic with a 3-1 
win in February at the Institution Grounds, but because of their busy programme they sent some 
weakened teams on occasions and finished 3rd to Bessbrook and Newry Town. 

In the Newell Cup first round, Dundalk Town lost to Warrenpoint and GNR got a walk over from 
Rostrevor Rovers. After a 1-1 draw in the semi-final, a weakened GNR lost 3-1 in the replay. The final 
Newry League competition for the MacArdle Charity Cup in late May saw GNR again defeat the 
Bessbrook Athletic in the semi-final, after extra-time, but Newry United lifted the Cup winning 3-1 in 
the Final. 

By now the GNR had participated in 2 Leagues, 2 Newry District Cups, Irish Junior Cup and both 
Leinster Cups—Senior and Junior—a total of almost 35 games. In early January, the GNR team played 
the Rest of the Dundalk League selection, with the proceeds going to the Dundalk Coal Fund. 

The Rest Selection: Bell (33rd), Ralph (Badges), Sutherland (Town), Freeman (36th), Gray (St 
Mary’s), Sullivan (Badges), Morris (Town), Chute (33rd), Plunkett (Badges), Gray (Badges), Baggett 
(36th) Reserves: McCormack (36th), Ward (Town) 

On St Patrick’s Day, the Dundalk and District League selection travelled to Newry to play Newry 
and District League and lost 2-1. 




DDL Selection: Gunner Hale (33rcl), J Ralph (Badges), J Reynolds (GNR), H M Grey (St 
Marys), J Byrne (GNR), P O’Donnell (St Mary’s), P J Roe (St Mary’s), A Ward (Town), 
Plunkett (Badges),] Pinsome (36th), R Prole (GNR) Reserves: Bomber Johnstone. 

In early April there was a return game, drawn 1-1 at the Institution Grounds. 

DDL Selection: Jackson (GNR), Ralph (Badges), Peck (33rd), Craig (GNR), Byrne (GNR), 
Freeman (RFA), Smyth (GNR), Reynolds (33rd), Mueridge (33rd), Dullagan, (GNR), 
Quilton (Badges) Reserves: Johnston (20th Batt. RFA). 

After 30 years of fits and starts, the Association game in Dundalk had entered a new phase which 
had two important long-term implications—the creation of a permanent Dundalk and District League 
and the revival of the GNR club, whose first season successes would fuel an ambition and which 7 years 
later would lead to full membership of the Free State League. 80 years on, the fruits of this season’s 
work can still be seen, and the chapters in the story of Association Football in Dundalk are still being 
written. 


- 1920/21 - 

For the citizens of Dundalk the War of Independence and the activities of the Black and Tans were 
adding to a daily diet already consisting of diseases, poor housing, unemployment and for those who 
had a job, there was short time, wage reductions and industrial unrest. 

Mirroring the national scene, the two football authorities, the Leinster Football Association and its 
parent the Irish Football Association (IFA) were on a collision course. Growing dissatisfaction in 
Dublin with the Belfast based IFA resulted in the withdrawl of Shelbourne and Bohemians from the 
Irish League for the 1920/21 season. At the Annual meeting of the Dundalk and District League in 
September, the Chairman Mr C McShane was urging all the clubs to affiliate with the LFA. 

President: Sir T C MacArdle 

Vice Presidents: P V Carolan, H C Backhouse, J M Cox, H McIntosh, V J O’Connell, Col C D 
Guinness, Lt Col Warburton 

Chairman: C McShane. Vice Chairman: ]o\\n Quigley. Treas'. Jack O’Callaghan. 

Secretary: P J Casey. 

Later John Quigley took the Chairmanship after the departure from town of the elected chairman 
Mr McShane and W J Moore, the GNR representative, become Vice Chairman. 

The Silver Badges took a new name, Dundalk United, and the Democrat hoped “the new name 
would bring more success than the old”. The United secretary was Michael Gray, 22 John Street and E 
Gray, Williamson’s Place, joined him on the District League Committee. William Coleman, 30 Dublin 
Street and John Ralph, Bayview Terrace represented the GNR who had been strengthened “by some 
who used to shine with a Northern combination”. Fred Armstrong, Stapleton Place (club secretary) and 
William J Hamill, 30 Castle Road were looking after the interests of the Black and White clad Dundalk 
Town who were also promising “ a few new faces”. 

The three civilian teams were joined by 3 Army teams, 15th Hussars, 32nd and 36th R.F.A. With 
St Mary’s not competing and the Institution Grounds not available, the Barracks field was the only 
grounds in the locality. The three civilian teams entered for the Leinster Junior Cup and played off in a 
Dundalk qualifier. The Town team overcame United by 3-1 in the 1st Round (goals by Armstrong and 
the Quilton brothers). The local final between Town and GNR was postponed for a week due to the 
national mourning following the death in an English jail of Terence McSweeney, the Lord Mayor of 
Cork after a 74-day fast. 
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Representatives. 


DrXDAf.K TOWN. 

riJED n. AKMSTI^ONO, Stapleton Place. 
WILLIAM J. IIAMILL. 30 Castle Koad. 

Dl'NDAI K lMTJ*;iL 
MICHAlvL okay! 22 John Streets 
E. GFLAY, WilUanwon'R Plae-e. 

a. N. KAILWAY. 

WITJ.IAM <.X)LI:MAN. 30 Dublin Street 
JOHN RAI.PH. Bftvview Terrace. 

-B" S'Ql^4Dl{ON IStJi m SSAKS. 

S. g. M. SGT J E. FROST, R. A. Bar 
rack*. 

CPL. G. HEW in'. U. A. Barrack*. 


JEi.yl BATTERY R. F. A. 

BDR. E. H. WILI.IAMS, R. A. Barmcka. 
GNR. E. SKIDMORE. R A. Barrack*. 


36th‘B.\TTERy R. 1 . A. 

DDK. E. RANDALL, K. A. Barmcka. 
GNR- J. BRIDLE, R. A. Barracks. 



GNR got through to lose a 3rd round match against Midland Athletic. After United defeated GNR 
by 4-1 in the first League game, GNR went undefeated. Two new players Black (Bessbrook) and 
Mulligan (“a local GAA product”) helped them see off the 36th and another new player, McMahon, 
scored two on his debut in a 3-2 win over Town. The League title boiled down to a replayed game 
against United, after the ball burst during their first encounter. A draw in the replay was enough to give 
the GNR their second District League title by 3 points over United. 

On Christmas Day, the Coal Fund benefited from a match between the Dundalk and District 
League Civilian XI v Army XI which ended a 4-4 draw “which represented the respective merits of the 
team”. A New Years Day return saw the Civilians emerge with a 5-1 win. 

Civilian Selection (playing in the GNR Amber and Black): M Donnelly (GNR), H Walsh (Town), 
P Garland (Utd), H Craig (GNR), J Keating (Utd.), J MacDonald (GNR), M J McCoy (Utd), M 
Quilton (Town), T Sullivan (Utd), M Gray (Utd), R Prole (GNR) Reserves: P Sullivan (Utd), H M 
Grey (Town), S Minshall (GNR), J Dullaghan (GNR) 

The District League was the beneficiary of an end season game between an Army selection and the 
Rest of the League, which finished level at 2 goals each (Sullivan and McMahon scoring for the Rest). 

Rest Selection: M Donnelly (GNR), H Walsh (Town), P Garland (Utd), H Craig (GNR), G 
Allerdyce (Utd), F H Armstrong (Town), J Smyth (Town), J Dullaghan (GNR), F Sullivan (Utd), M 
Gray (Utd), Captain and E McMahon (GNR). John Ralph refereed. 

Free State League 

Fixture problems during the concluding stages of the Intermediate and Irish Senior Cups, when the 
principal rounds were forbidden to be held in Dublin, was the issue which brought two years of 
worsening relations between Leinster FA and IFA to a head. In June 1921 the Football League of the 
Irish Free State was founded, and for the 1921/22 season eight Dublin clubs made up the Irish Free 
State League. Henceforth there would be two governing bodies on the Island—the FAI and the IFA. 
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- 1921/22 - 

The GNR had a new pitch and pavilion on the Long Avenue; Dundalk United intended running 
two teams; but Dundalk Town did not appear this season. The Democrat lamented, “up to the present 
Dundalk Town have not made a start and it is overtime that this old established club was in the 
running. As exponents of football for the past 5 seasons, we hope they will continue to give their 
patrons and supporters of their former struggles a renewal of their exhibitions of the soccer code”. 

Three military teams completed the starting line up, Royal Field Artillery (RFA), Royal Army 
Service Corps (RASC) and 2nd Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI). 

After losing to United by 1-0 in the League, GNR in early October opened their new ground and 
pavilion on the Long Avenue in the first round of the Irish Junior Cup against the same opponents. “A 
dressing room for engaging clubs has been erected. The field, which has been levelled and shorn of its 
tussocks, is on the heavy side yet, but will improve after a few games; while new goal posts of an 
improved type, complete with nets, have been erected”. 

G.N.R. did not celebrate this special occasion as they would have liked—losing 3-1 to their local 
rivals. 

G.N.R: Donnelly, Minshall, Ralph, Rust, McNulty, McDonald, Quilton, Craig, Mulligan, 
Dunne, McMahon. 

United: Lawrence, Coleman, McGowan, Plunkett, Garland, McCann, McCoy, Boyle, Sullivan, 
Fisher, Gray. 

Mr D. Lloyd from Belfast was the referee. 

Pat McNulty the Railway centre half “was master of the situation and the best half back on the 
field” and the left full Ralph “having a genius for anticipation”. 

By Christmas Pat McNulty was on his way to Crewe Alexander. A former member of the powerful 
Bessbrook Athletic team, Pat returned the following season to play for Dublin United in the Free State 
League, linking up again with Frank Rushe, another Bessbrook old boy. 

Another loss by GNR for the third weekend running—to KOYLI in the DDL “have some way 
dampened the ardour of their supporters”. In November they crashed 3-1 to Artillery in the first round 
of the Mid Ulster Shield, while Dundalk United went through against RASC, winning 4-0 after a 1-1 
draw. United followed up by defeating RFA 5-2 in the next round with goals from 2 N Mulligan, 2 T 
Mulligan and 1 Plunkett. 

At Christmas, Newry Town were visitors to play a Dundalk & District League selection, which in 
the absence of the GNR team playing a friendly in Enniskillen contained the following United 
players—McGowan, Plunkett, McCann and the rest were army players. 

There was a return game on St. Patricks Day at the Marches, Newry with the home team victorious 
by 3-2. 

D.D.L. Selection: Mulligan (Utd.) Ralph (GNR), Burt (RFA), Craig (GNR), Keating (Utd.) 
Quilton (GNR), Meenan (RFA), Reynolds (RFA), Plunkett (Utd.), Quinn & 
McMahon (GNR). 

After winning their first 8 games in the League, KOYLI were transferred at the end of January and 
withdrew from the League. Dundalk United ‘A’ team ran out winners, leaving the Railway men in 
runner up spot. 

To fill the void in a league season which ran to a total of only 28 games, there were a series of 
friendlies—Enniskillen Corinthians were at the Long Avenue on Easter Monday and GNR exchanged 
visits with Drogheda. The season closed in the middle of April when GNR and Dundalk United 
selected teams played for the Benefit of the District League. 
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This was the last season that Army teams participated in the local soccer scene and also the last time 
that Dundalk teams appeared in competitive cross border competitions (the last, that is, until the 
1940 s when Dundalk FC would play in the Inter City Cup). 

After its June 1922 AGM the Dundalk & District League affiliated to the newly formed Football 
Association of Ireland. By this time the Free State League had completed its first season and was 
planning for an extension of its membership. 

The New Free State League — 1921/22 

The opening matches in the new Free State League threw up the following pairings—Bohemians v 
YMCA; Frankfort v Shelbourne; St James’ Gate v Dublin Utd; Olympia v Jacobs. 

It mattered little at the time that the majority of the 8 clubs were ill-prepared for the step up from 
the Leinster Senior League and in truth were little more than Junior clubs. Frankfort would not see the 
season out; while YMCA managed only one win in 28 league and Shield fixtures. The important thing 
was that the new Association was up and running, and the southern clubs had taken the opportunity to 
fashion their own destiny and create their own identity. 

The first League Champions were St. James’ Gate and to finish the season Shelbourne won the 
Shield, which like the League was run over a 14 game League format competition. 

For the second season it was decided to extend the league from 8 to 12 members. Frankfort and 
YMCA were excluded and there were 6 new members, Athlone Town and 5 Dublin clubs. Midland 
Athletic, Pioneers, Rathmines Athletic, Shamrock Rovers and Shelbourne United. 

Athlone Town had won the Leinster Junior Cup and the remaining five Dublin teams had come 
from the Leinster Senior League. 

GMR, 

The \92\I22 season had been a big let down for the GNR club. After their successes of the 
previous two seasons and the opening of their new grounds, they had failed to make any real impact. 
Their playing schedule, including friendly games, saw them with hardly half the number of games they 
had contested in the 1919/20 season. 

Worse was to follow when their new pavilion was burned down during the summer, but 
undaunted, and no doubt keenly aware of the potential opportunities opening up within the new Free 
State League and revamped Leinster Senior League, they were making ambitious plans for the future— 
under secretary Mr. S. R. Prole. 

With the mass exodus from the Leinster Senior League arising from the promotions to the Free 
State League, the GNR club successfully applied for membership. For the next four seasons, the club 
participated in the 16-team Leinster Senior League and all of its Cup competitions. A playing schedule 
of 35-40 matches, half of them in Dublin, would impose both a financial and an administrative burden 
not previously experienced, but it would be an invaluable learning experience, both for local players 
and for the club’s officials and would present the opportunity to demonstrate its capacity to progress to 
the next step—promotion to the Free State League and an opportunity to play with the big boys. 

As the only club outside Dublin to be competing in the 16 team double round League and aware of 
the potential opposition from cost conscious city clubs, the GNR club secured a commitment from the 
Railway Company to give cheap fares to the City teams when travelling to Dundalk. 





The Leinster Senior League Years 

- 1922/23 - 

The first Leinster Senior League game was played on October 7th 1922 against Inchicore United 
away from home and resulted in a 2-1 defeat. The following Saturday saw the first home fixture, 
against Avonmore at the Marist Grounds and another defeat, this time by 4-2, with a goal from Joey 
Quinn reckoned ‘the best of the half dozen’. 

However the first win wasn’t far away and on October 28th, a 3-0 win over Midland Athletic at the 
Athletic Grounds, opened their Senior account. Paddy McMahon scored the first, and a new centre 
forward Devine scored the other two. This was followed immediately by the first Senior League away 
victory over Bray Unknowns on a 3-2 score (goals by Prole, O’Neill and Quinn). 

A home loss to St. James’ Gate at the Marist Grounds (5-2) and another away win over Bohemians 
‘B’ brought an early pre-Christmas closedown. 

Joey Quinn’s good form did not go unnoticed—and he became 
the first GNR player to receive representative honours with his 
selection to the Leinster Junior League team, which played against the 
Ulster Juniors on Dec 27th 1922. 

In the New Year, GNR lost 1-0 to Bray Unknowns in the final of 
the Dublin District FAl Qualifying Cup. Unfortunately the winners 
of the tie drew Shelbourne in the first round and were trounced 9-0. 

In late January came the biggest occasion of the year, when GNR 
played host to the senior Bohemians team in a 2nd Round Leinster 
Senior Cup game and lost by a single goal, at the Marist Grounds. 

The ‘Dundalk Democrat’ match report was high in its praise for a 
plucky GNR performance against 'the best amateur combination in 
Ireland'. 

'More than that, they had to play for an hour without their outside 
right, and for twenty minutes had only nine men on the field, one of the 
halves having being knocked out.' 

There was much regret at an accidental injury to Bob Prole in 
which he sustained a broken leg. Bob never recovered from the accident—his talents would in future be 
channelled into the administrative side, talents which would make him one of the great administrators 
in the League of Ireland. As well as playing. Bob was also secretary of the GNR club for the 1922/23 
season. 

The GNR team finished the season in style, with a string of wins, including two League victories 
against Brooklyn who for the following season would be elected to full Free State League membership. 

There was a shock win over Bohemians ‘B’ in the Metropolitan Cup, 3 days after the same Bohs 
team had won the previous year’s Metropolitan Cup final. 

The team, which lost by 2-1 in the next round of the Metropolitan Cup, was - 

Jackson; Tumelty, McMahon; Craig, O’Neill, McDonald; Burns, Stanley, Devine, Wallis, Quinn. 



Joey Quinn 
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- 1923/24 - 

Performances in the Leinster Senior League maintained the good 
first year showing and a deserved 4th place finish in the final League 
table. A late season loss to the League winners Bray Unknowns and a 
couple of draws lost a higher placing. In the Leinster Senior Cup a 4-0 
win over Civil Service was followed by a 1-0 defeat in the following 
round to Glasnevin. 

The season ended with victories in the first two rounds of the 
Metropolitan Cup over Glasnevin (3-1) and University College (4-1) 
before departure to Dublin United by 2-1. This season consolidated 
the GNR teams position within the top three of the Leinster Senior 
League—the stepping-stone to full Free State League status. 

The reward for Bray Unknowns was immediate election to the 
Free State League for the following season. 



Paddy McMahon 
Captain 1923-4 



in NDAI.K G N.K. .\SSOCI.\TION l OOTHALL TKAM. 

Kunners-i?i» Leinster Senior Lk^oi e. I92.v’^4- 
row . Hill {Hon. .Srr.). I*. O Ncill. McMahon {Captatu), M. Donnelly, M. McCann, 
H. Tumulty, T. O’Neill, K. McArdlc {Hon. Trea&.). M. Gray {Trainer). 

MtJJlr r,jw : J. Quin, R. Stanley, F. .McMvoy. P. Devine. 

J-rtnl row : 11. CraiR. J. McDonald. 


GNR Leinster Senior League 1923-24 

Back Row: Billy Hill (Sec.), Philip O’Neill, Paddy McMahon (Captain), Michael Donnelly, M McCann, 
H Tumelty, Terry O’Neill, Edward McArdle (Treasurer), Michael Grey (Trainer). 

Middle Row:]i>ey Quinn, R Stanley, F McEvoy, P Devine. 

Front Row: Hugh Craig, James McDonald. 
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- 1924/25 - 

Throughout the first half of the 16-team League, GNR were never out of the top three and after 14 
games they had accumulated 21 points (10 wins, 1 draw, 3 losses), keeping them within distance of the 
leaders Brideville. Joey Quinn declined an invitation to play with Shelbourne. 

Regulars on the years squad were: 

Goal: Campbell. 

Backs: McCann, McMahon. Halves: Craig, McDonald, Philip and Terry O’Neill. 

Forwards: Burns, Stanley, Devine, Tumelty, Quinn, and McEvoy. 

In the New Year, GNR were a close second in the League table to Shamrock Rovers but financial 
trouble resulted in a loss of points through failure to fulfil an away fixture. However, a run of wins 
maintained second spot until late in the season, when only a point was taken in back to back fixtures 
against Midland Athletic and they had to be satisfied with finishing third in the League, behind 
Shamrock Rovers and Brideville. 

There was a disappointing defeat in the semi-final of the Leinster Cup on a 1-0 score line away to 
Glasnevin, when Joey Quinn missed a penalty (this was reported as the GNRs eighteenth penalty miss 
this season!). The loss of three players (Burns, Tumelty and O’Neill playing for Newry Town) also 
meant defeat in the Metropolitan Cup against Midland Athletic. A big crowd came to see a game 
against a touring team from Liverpool, Old Xavarians, which the visitors won 1-0. 

Brideville’s second placing earned them full League entry for the following season at the expense of 
Brooklyn. 

In late February the Democrat produced a list of the season’s goal scorers as follows: 

20 League games — 57goals: Devine 14; McEvoy 10; Quinn 9; T. O’Neill 8; Stanley 7; Burns 3; 
P. O’Neill 2; Tumelty 2; McCann & McDonald 1 each. 2 Cup games—6 goals: Stanley 
3, T. O’Neill 2; McDonald 1. 

Campbell was a consistent goalkeeper, missing only 3 games; Tumelty, McCann and McMahon 
shared the fullback duties; the half-backs Craig, McDonald and P. O’Neill rarely missed a game and 
were the mainstay of the team. Quinn and Burns were reckoned the best players in their positions in 
the League. “McMahon has been such a good sport that he has occupied positions as far apart as goalie 
and centre forward” 

The outgoing chairman James McCarthy presided at a sparsely 
attended AGM held at the Foresters Hall. For the first time since 
entering the Senior League, the club reported a satisfactory financial 
position with income of £302 being £10 higher than £292 expenses. 

Early in the season, gates were between £12 and £15, out of which 
£8—£9 expenses were paid for field rent, referees expenses, catering for 
visitors and travel expenses for the Newry players. Away expenses were 
between £12 and £15 per game. Towards the end of the season, some 
good gates of over £20 had been obtained, helping to balance the 
books and the GNR Company had given a grant of £20. Billy Hill’s 
major part was acknowledged as was that of James McCarthy 
(Chairman), Edward McArdle (Treasurer), Owen Foster and Mr. 

Downey, the club representative in Dublin at League meetings. 

The Democrat was thanked— “It had given the club much encourage- 
menu and had championed it against many enemies and criticiserf. A vote 
of thanks was also passed to the Rev. Mr. Handbridge and the governors 
of the Grammar School for the ground facilities “attended to the club^. 
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- 1925/26 - 

After a two-year absence, GNR returned to play home matches at the Athletic Grounds and 
celebrated with a 1-0 win over Drumcondra. Seven straight wins ended with a loss to Glasnevin —^the 
cemetery of Dundalk^s hopes' —on a terrible pitch '‘laid down by a farmer who didn't have a spirit level". 
Newcomers Bendigo had an even better start with eight straight wins. 

During the 1925/26 season there were strong rumours that the top three finishers in the Leinster 
Senior League would be invited to participate in the Free State Senior League—“usually reliable 
sources” were quoted. The Railway team made great efforts to win the 16-team League and had a 100% 
home record—on four occasions they scored half-a-dozen goals at home—but the crunch game away to 
Bendigo, with only three matches remaining, was lost to leave the final table: 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Points 

Bendigo 

29 

23 

2 

4 

91 

44 

48 

Drumcondra 

30 

21 

4 

5 

77 

38 

46 

GNR 

30 

22 

1 

7 

88 

50 

45 


Top scorers for GNR were Terry O’Neill 26 and Joey Quinn 24. The main difficulty was in finding 
a settled team, particularly for away matches, resulting in a great number of new players being tried— 

18 players are listed as scoring in the League. 

In the preliminary round of the Free State Cup they defeated University College 4-1 (Quinn, 
Tumelty, McEvoy and McDonald) but because many of their players were ineligible for this competi¬ 
tion, the team did not travel to play Glasnevin in the second round. They defeated Lindon 7-1 (Terry 
O’Neill 3, Burns 2, Quinn 2) in the Leinster Cup but were disqualified on “a notorious objection” 
[according to DD] and lost 4-3 to Frankfort in the Metropolitan Cup. (Terry O’Neill 2, Tumelty) 

A very successful season was completed with a final home victory by 3-1 over Shelbourne B. 
Shelbourne had just won the Free State League and travelled to Dundalk with several players who had 
full League experience, making no secret of their ambition to “rob the Railwaymen of their proud 
home record.” 

In 33 League and Cup games, GNR won 24 times and scored 102 
goals with Terry O’Neill (31) and Joey Quinn (27) the leading scorers. 

The line up for the last game of the season against Shelbourne was; 

Donnelly, Ballantine, McMahon, T O’Neill, P O’Neill, McDonald, 

Stanley, McKeown, Carroll, Tumelty, Quinn. 

GNR AFC Officers (Source Tempest's Annual). 

President: H McIntosh. 

1921-22 Hon. Sec.: R McFeat. 1922-23 Hon. Sec.: R Prole 

1923- 24 Hon. Sec. (Senior) Wm. McGowan, 

(Junior): M J McCoy. Senior Captain: Patrick 
McMahon. Junior Captain: ]o\\n Ralph. 

1924- 25 Hon. 5er.. Wm Hill, 5 Demesne Tee. Hon. Treas.: 

Edward McArdle. Captain: Patrick McMahon. 

Vice James McDonald. Linesman: Michael Gray. 

1925- 26 Hon. Sec.: Wm Hill. Junior Hon. Sec.: H Pobjoy, 

Francis St. Hon Treas.: O Foster. Capt.: Hugh Craig. 
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Election to the Free State League 

Nothing that had happened over the four eventful and successful seasons playing in the Leinster 
Senior League prepared local followers for the announcement in mid June that GNR were elected to 
the Free State League in place of Pioneers, over the claims of Bendigo and Drumcondra, winners and 
runners-up in the Leinster Senior League. Contrary to “usually reliable sources” only one team got the 
nod. 

And if local fans were delighted at the prospect of seeing the great teams like Shamrock Rovers, 
Shelbourne and Bohemians becoming regular visitors to Dundalk, imagine the thoughts of the 
committee of the GNR club and the magnitude of the task that lay ahead. They had developed from 
membership of the Dundalk and District League to full League status in four seasons. With their first 
match away to Fordsons of Cork on Aug 21st, they had only two months to honour the responsibilities 
implicit in full League membership. The comments by Sideliner in the next weeks Dundalk Democrat 
give an insight into the extent of their problems and their responsibilities: 

“For the first time in the history of the game here there will be a Dundalk club in the premier 
competition, and we are all glad of that. But playing in this competition will necessitate heavy 
responsibilities, which the committee who will be in charge of the team must set about 
preparing for right away. There will have to be new players got, and if possible a real club 
formed to support the team. Hitherto things have been on the happy-go-lucky style, and all 
that has been aimed at was to get a team to play on Saturday. This will have to be altered in the 
future, for disappointments cannot be tolerated in the Free State League, and travelling will 
have to be done to a greater extent than formerly.” 

And from June 26, the following: 

“With the electing of the Railway to the Free State League, football will assume an importance 
never before attained in Dundalk. Mark well what it means—the playing here of the best teams 
in Ireland, the competing of a Dundalk eleven in the premier event of the country, and the 
consequent notoriety and advertisement which a sporting headquarters must necessarily attain. 
With the great honours comes renewed and great responsibilities, but if the people of Dundalk 
stand by the side there is no doubt of the Railway’s ability to compete in a worthy manner in 
the Free State League. I believe the sport-loving public will come to the rescue and that they 
will give the Railway side the financial and other support, which a huge venture of the sort 
makes necessary. Nearly everybody knows the difficulties of running a soccer team in a big 
competition, where there are heavy travelling and other expenses to be met. It is the biggest job 
we have tried in Dundalk since a football was first kicked here. But if Bray and Athlone and 
other places can do it; why not Dundalk, which we like to think is above them all in its love for 
sport and its real support for a deserving cause?” 


The Early Years of the Free State League 

The 10- team Free State League in 1926/27 was already significantly different than the set up at its 
commencement five seasons previously. Eight Dublin clubs were included in the inaugural League 
season of 1921/22—Bohemians, Dublin Utd, Frankfort, Jacobs, Olympia, St. James’ Gate, Shelbourne 
and YMCA. Frankfort did not see the first season out, resigning with three games not played, and they 
and YMCA were not re-elected. For the following season, the League was expanded to twelve teams, 
the six remaining founder members and six new teams—Athlone Town, Shamrock Rovers, Dublin 
Pioneers, Midland Athletic, Rathmines Athletic and Shelbourne United. Rathmines Athletic lasted just 
one season, while two more of the founder members, Olympia and Dublin United, were not re-elected. 



The remaining nine plus another new member, Brooklyn, lined up for the \923I24 season, at the end 
of which Bray Unknowns replaced Midland Athletic. 

Still more changes were a feature of the 1924/25 season, when Shelbourne United withdrew from 
the League one day after the official season began, and were replaced by Fordsons. The year before the 
arrival of GNR, Brooklyn lost their place to Brideville. 

In the Leagues sixth season, Dundalk’s GNR team took the place of Pioneers joining a 10 team 
League which included only four of the founding members (Bohemians, Jacobs, St. James* Gate and 
Shelbourne), three provincial members (Athlone Town, Fordsons and Dundalk GNR) and three other 
Dublin teams (Shamrock Rovers, Brideville and Bray Unknowns). 

In these first five seasons of the new League, nine teams had come and gone, none of which ever 
regained membership. The pecking order in these five years was clear from the annual League tables, 
and the ‘big three’ of Shelbourne, Bohemian and Shamrock Rovers were making their early mark on 
Irish football. The setting for the GNR’s entry had two dimensions, first the high failure rate and 
secondly the power of Dublin’s Big Three. The message was clear—learn to compete with the Big Three 
or lose your membership. There appeared to be little room for any other position—a simple case of 
sink or swim. 
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The Free State League 
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Mid-June to Aug 21st 1926 

The GNR committee elected for the coming year was: 

Chairman: James McCarthy; President: W.^iclntosW, Stephen McArdle; 

Treasurer: P. Barrett; Committee: P. Markey, J. Logan, E. McArdle, J. Harmon, P. Halpin. 

The committee had the power to co-op additional members. 

Harold McIntosh was Works Manager at Dundalk GNR and had been a committee member of the 
GNR Association Football Club from as far back as 1912. 

The annual meeting attendance surpassed that of any previous meeting and those present 
subscribed £30 as an indication of their support for the great venture that lay ahead. The two 
months leading up to the first game saw intense activity ranging from raising finances to finding new 
players. 

In their hunt for players the club was fortunate to secure the services of Joe McCleery of Belfast, an 
old official of Belfast Celtic whose familiarity with the Northern Ireland football scene was to prove 
invaluable. 

The disappointing news was the Railway Company’s negative response to the football club 
committee’s request for support including special facilities for away matches. Sideliner in the Dundalk 
Democrat did not spare the company. [DD Aug 14 1926] 

“Most people will be surprised at this action by the Company, arrived at after a month’s hard 
thinking on the application. Of course, from a business point of view, to have given the GNR 
club every possible facility would have been the proper thing; it would have resulted in greatly 
increased business and a better feeling amongst the people who are making business for the 
Company. But, in view of many things that have happened of late, one fails to be surprised at 
anything, which the Company does. No wonder road transport is pulling business from under 
its very nose and leaving so many sections of it high and dry. Some of those who are high in its 
council would have been considered out of date in Noah’s Ark; they are behaving in 1926 as if 
they were running, not what is supposed to be an up-to-date Railway Company, but the train 
switched on to Stephenson’s engine.” 

Notwithstanding this refusal, the football club arranged with the GNR for supporters to travel to 
the Cork game on the morning mail train from Kingsbridge on the Saturday of the game for £1 fare. 

Of course, the main talk during the two months was about the team and the new players. There 
were rumours aplenty—some players apparently publicly announcing their willingness to play for the 
CNR team but “some of those spoken of as probable members of the side have developed quite a 
considerable opinion of their merits and have suggested terms which might fit in with a scheme of 
things announced from Huddersfield or Liverpool.”[DD July 24 1926] 

For the visit to Cork, the team and officials travelled to Dublin by train on the Friday evening. It 
was claimed that not four members of the team knew each other, but “they soon became acquainted 
and before the hotel lights went out on the same night they were together as one happy family fathered 
by Mr. J. McCleery, whose part in getting the side together merits all praise” 

Altogether about 30 people made the journey to Cork “not one of whom would have missed 
the experience for anything—not even if the journey had been by slower stages than railway trains.” 
A visit and guided tour of the Ford factory completed the pre-match niceties before the final 
departure to Ballinlough, home pitch of Fordsons. The crowd of several thousand, mindful of the diffi¬ 
culties facing the newcomers and of the special occasion it was, gave the Dundalk team a rousing 
reception. 
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From a distance of 70 plus years, it is not difficult to imagine the feelings, which this small band of 
Dundalk men must have felt on this historic day. A great journey, started with the GNR works team 
many years previously, was about to move to a new and higher plane. The glory and the failures were all 
in the future—but the goal of acceptance to the highest levels of football had been achieved. 

Undoubtedly, the realists amongst them harboured doubts about the problems that lay ahead. They 
had reached the bottom rung of the top ladder but could they hold on? They would have been aware of 
the high failure rate in the Free State League—in its five years of existence, no less than nine teams had 
lost their League status and never regained membership. 

But the dominant feeling as the GNR team, in its amber and black strip, ran on to that Cork pitch 
on August 21st, 1926, must surely have been a sense of great pride. 

- 1926/27 - 

Fordsons were only two years in the Free State League but had already shown their ability with 
fourth place in the League in their first season and moving up to third spot in the previous year. Their 
crowning achievement was winning the FAI Cup in 1926, beating the mighty Shamrock Rovers by 3-2. 
Two of their players, Frank Brady and James Connolly, had played on the historic and ground-breaking 
first Irish International team which played Italy the previous March in Turin, losing 3-0 and Brady was 
to captain Ireland in the rematch at Lansdowne Road the following April. Other future International 
players, Paddy Barry and Jack O’Sullivan were also key players in a very strong line-up. 



The first GNR team to play in the Free State League, photographed at the Athletic Grounds with the club officials 
before departing for Cork to meet Fordsons in August 1926. 

Back: Ed McArdle, Joe McCleery, Peadar Halpin, Michael Grey, Fred Bell, G Smyth, Con Drum, Jack Logan, 
Hugh Reid, James McDonald, Paddy McMahon, Owen Foster, James McCarthy (Chairman). 

Front: P Harmon, Frank Rushe, Arthur Farrelly, Fred Norwood, Edward Swindle, Joey Quinn, Jack McKinney, 

Hugh Craig. 
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The Dundalk GNR lineout was: 

Goalkeeper. Con Drum (Played with Pioneers in the previous seasons FSL). 

Fulls: Paddy McMahon (Played with GNR team from 1920 in District League and through the 
Leinster League campaigns.), Hugh Reid (ex-Glentoran). 

Halves: Hugh Craig (Another who had been one of the mainstays of the GNR team for some years.), 
Arthur Farrelly (Junior International, with Bangor the previous season.), Fred Norwood 
(Came from Belfast Intermediate Club.). 

Forwards'. Edward Swindle (from Brentwood.), Jack McKinney (ex Belfast Celtic and Bangor.), G. 
Smyth (a Gilford man, who had played amateur in Belfast for the previous season), Fred 
Bell (ex-Belfast Distillery was a left full but was drafted in as a forward on this occasion.), 
Joey Quinn (Long time GNR stalwart, whose consistent performances and goal scoring had 
won him representative honours with Leinster Juniors.). 

A twelfth player, Frank Rushe from Bessbrook, had travelled to Cork but because of a doubt about 
his registration, was not played. Frank had been leading goals scorer for Dublin United in the 1922/23 
season (9 goals) and for Shelbourne (12) in the 1923/24 season, when Shels were League runners-up. 
His registration was cleared up in the following week and he played in the second League game against 
Athlone Town, taking the place of Smyth. 

The comprehensive match report by ‘Sidelined in the following Saturdays Dundalk Democrat left 
nothing to the imagination of the Dundalk public. They learned of the two train journeys, about the 
team (and the travelling supporters) getting to know each other, the generosity of the Ford manage¬ 
ment and the great reception from the Ballinlough spectators. Although ‘Sidelined promised not to 
“describe every kick of the game which was of absorbing interest and which held our attention with a 
gripping force” his match analysis went to great lengths to describe the play and at a considerable level 
of detail. 

The team “fought with wonderful spirit....“played almost perfect football” “kept the game 
going at a pace that almost swept the opposition off its feet” “did credit to the town” “are grand 
footballers” “their combined play was delightful to watch” “a great understanding”. And finally 
“These are the lads who inaugurated our Free State League team. When Dundalk sees them in 
action it should be proud of them, we who saw them in Cork certainly were.” 

And his analysis of the individual performances: 

“Drums saves were remarkable and he was as safe as the best of the banks; McMahon repeated 
his great form of the previous year; Reid was an outstanding success; Craig was as fast as ever 
and the same hearty player; Farrelly a treat to watch and a terror for work; Norwood worked 
himself to a standstill (we want men like Norwood in all our matches); Swindle, small only 5’5” 
but a delightful winger, fast, clever at swerving and a good shot; Jack McKinney, an ideal 
helper; Smyth, hard working; Bell, if hes a better full than he is an inside forward we will be 
very fortunate to have him; and Joey Quinn, he got a goal and a good one it was.” 

Neither was his report short on statistics: Fordsons got 7 corner kicks, GNR got 6—and none were 
kicked wide. There were 4 free kicks given against Hugh Craig for infringing the throw-in rule. “We 
must effect an improvement here” was the only critical comment in Sideliner’s report. 

A 2-1 defeat, after taking the lead in the second half while playing “against a half gale and the sun 
shining in the eyes of the Dundalk players, was attributed to a scrambled equaliser and a free kick taken 
before the defence had gotten into its place”. Both Fordsons goals were described as “peculiar!” It 
seemed that the committed supporter in Sideliner got the better of the objective journalist. His descrip¬ 
tion of Joey Quinns historic first league goal must have been music to the ears of his Dundalk 
audience: 
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“With the wind against them things did not look promising for the Railway, they having failed 
to get a goal in the first half when they had most of the play. But they soon showed us that they 
were not going to give in without a valiant struggle. When the halves had got settled down 
McKinney and Swindle were wonderfully good on the right wing. They kept up the pressure 
and constantly Fordsons were defending. I liked the right wing very much and for very good 
reason. They were more than a match for the opposition, and their combined play was delight¬ 
ful to watch—skill in every touch and a great understanding. A goal came eventually—even 
though the wind had come to half gale and the sun was shining in the eyes of the Dundalk 
players in a tantalising way. Once Norwood got the ball in the centre. He cleverly robbed an 
oncoming forward, studied the position and placed the ball at McKinneys foot. The latter, 
having made the ground and drawn the defence, passed it forward to Swindle. This winger 
never lost a second in drawing the full and sending the ball to Quinn. Joe, with a great drive, 
sent it low and straight. O’Hagan was hopelessly beaten with a ball which he never could reach 
in time. Brady, a full, made a desperate effort to get to it. He tipped it with his foot but the ball 
crashed into the net.” 

It was entirely appropriate that GNRs first Free State League goal should have been scored by Joey 
Quinn, a player who had given great service to the club from the very beginning of its participation in 
the Dundalk and District League. Paddy McMahon, another great Railway stalwart and who played at 
right full in the Cork match, recalled a well known rhyme of the 20’s to Jim Malone for the 1976 
Golden Jubilee yearbook - 

“The Railway has a little man. His name is Joey Quinn, 

And every time he gets the ball. He’s sure to put it in.” 

Life being what it is, it was inevitable that after the excitement of Cork, the next game, a visit to 
Athlone, would bring about a sharp disappointment. A train journey of 50 miles was followed by 
“double that in motor cars” to a pitch from which the hay had reportedly been removed on the 
previous day leaving a “thick, stubbly thing that is almost painful to walk on. The ball never hopped as 
expected and the game was dead”. The experienced Athlone team, lead by Dinny Hannon, won the day 
by 3 goals to 1. (Bell scoring a late consolation for the Railway team.) 

A 1-1 draw with Bohemian at the Athletic Grounds was followed by the first trip to Dublin, to play 
Shamrock Rovers in the first League game ever played at Glenmalure Park, where a crowd numbering 
several thousand saw a 3-3 thriller. The honour of scoring the first Glenmalure goal went to Dundalk’s 
Edward Swindle after 8 minutes. After another Dundalk goal by Frank Rushe (from 30 yards), Bob 
Fullam (from a penalty) and Willie Egan equalised. Paddy McMahon of Dundalk and then Bob Fullam 
finished the scoring on an historic day. 

In that first season, GNR were drawn away in three of their first four games—including trips to 
Fordsons and Athlone, the only other provincial clubs. On the fifth weekend, they were drawn at home 
to play Jacobs on Saturday Sept 18th 1926 at the Athletic Grounds. However, the football authorities 
declared that Saturday a closed day in order to promote a benefit game at Dalymount Park to raise 
funds for the victims of the Drumcollogher fire tragedy. 

The choice facing the new Dundalk club, badly in need of a home gate, was to defer the Jacobs tie 
until later in the season or to play the game on the following day (Sunday soccer was then a novelty). 
However, while Jacobs agreed to play on the Sunday, the Athletic Grounds was not free that day (it was 
also the venue for GAA Club and inter-county matches). PJ Carroll & Co Ltd, the local tobacco 
company came to the rescue by making their Recreation Grounds available. 





Because the Carroll grounds were not designed to take large crowds, the Dundalk supporters were 
requested by club officials to “steward themselves” in order to maintain good order at the game. The 
large crowd responded accordingly and were rewarded by GNR securing their first ever victory in the 
Free State League. 

Sunday September 19th 1926 at Carroll Recreation Grounds. Dundalk 3-0 Jacobs (Jack 
McKinney, Mattie Armstrong 2). All the goals were scored in the second half. Bell, the acting captain, 
won the toss for Dundalk, for the fifth match in succession and elected to play in the first ^ towards 
Park Streef. There were 9 corners (5 Dundalk, 4 Jacobs). No Dundalk corner was wasted, but Jacobs 
'"''kicked out" 3 corners. 

Norwood was “outstanding” for the homesters while McMahon “never played a better game”. 
Armstrong was praised for “holding his line well” and Jack McKinney after scoring the first goal (and 
his only ever League goal) “was almost hugged to death by the other ten players”. For the losers, the 
goalkeeper Collins came in for much praise. 

The win was very significant for the fledgling GNR team, coming immediately after two draws 
against Bohs and Shamrock Rovers, providing further evidence that they could hold their own against 
the established teams in the Free State League. The next two home games were drawn, against 
Brideville and St. James’ Gate, before the first League victory at the Athletic Grounds, when the 
opening League loss to Fordsons was avenged with a 4-2 victory. 

The solid League start (5 points from 5 games) was not maintained, particularly away from home 
where the team failed to win a game either in the League or the Shield. But home results (3 wins, 3 
draws) and a 2-2 away draw with St. James’ Gate in the last League game were sufficient to avoid the 
bottom 2 spots in the League, removing the necessity to seek re-election (in fact, the first time it was 
necessary for the Dundalk club to apply for re-election was 26 years later in 1952, the year the FAI Cup 
was won against Cork Athletic). 

The Shield results followed the same pattern (5 points from 9 games, all won at home). In the 
combined results from the 27 League and Shield games, the total points won were 17, of which only 3 
draws were secured away from home. The Cup campaigns brought no joy, with a 6-1 loss to Bohemian 
in the Free State Cup first round at Dalymount and late in the year a loss to old foes Drumcondra in 
the Leinster Senior Cup by 1-0 at Dundalk, after a 1-1 draw in Dublin. 

There were constant team changes and, thanks to Joe McCleery’s contacts, a continuous flow of 
Northern Ireland players throughout the season. 32 players lined out in the 18-match league 
programme alone and by the time the season ended, the total grew to over the forty mark. On the week 
following the FAI Cup loss to Bohs, there were seven team changes. 

A Late Scare 

There was a late scare when the Free State Football Association carried out an enquiry into the 
allegation that the club had played an illegal player—“a lad named Gibson”—(although the match 
reports referred to him as Bailey) against Bray Unknowns (which Dundalk won) and against Brideville 
(which Dundalk lost). The loss of the points against Bray would have meant applying for re-election. 

Sideliner’s views and his advice to the authorities on this matter were very clear: 

“My own view is that certain influential people in the North have a good deal to say in the 
making of this trouble and that they will be delighted if Dundalk goes out of the Free State 
competition. Why? Now, it happens that Dundalk has been making preparations for next year 
and many of the best players up there may come here. We all know that some clubs in the 
north are none too well off financially and professional players like to follow the money. If 
Dundalk can get them other clubs can’t. And then the trouble comes for them. Some people are 
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of the opinion that a spoke in the wheel of Dundalk at this juncture might put an end to 
possible poaching in preserves that should be guarded (so they think) for the North. This is not 
merely conjecture, for I happen to know all the ins and outs of a very intricate and subterranean 
move, and if the Free State Association falls for the move they are less capable and more short¬ 
sighted than I imagine them to be. They must realise perfectly what is at the back of it all; and 
if they don’t, they can very soon be enlightened.” 

His closing comments were: 

“As to the facts, I shall not deal with them until the authorities have given decision, beyond 
saying this; that if the Association in Dublin are anxious (as I am certain they are) to encourage 
the spread of the Soccer game throughout the provinces of Ireland they could go from one end 
to the other and not find more receptive country than that around Dundalk. That has been 
demonstrated time and again during the season when increasingly big “gates” have been taken. 
The game was never more popular—its followers have increased beyond count since the Free 
State League games were played here.” 

The enquiry was settled in Dundalk’s favour and the third last position in the League, which 
secured the following year’s membership, was confirmed. 

And so the first season of senior football in Dundalk had been completed, leaving mixed feelings of 
quiet satisfaction and relief 

The major achievement was that the club satisfied all of its responsibilities arising from accession to 
the Free State League. The home audience had tasted big time football and liked what they saw. The 
household names of the Irish soccer scene of the I920’s were visiting Dundalk every second weekend. 
The Fullams, Farrells, Floods et al could now be seen at the Athletic Grounds at an admission price of 
6d. and Dundalk’s own heroes were getting a wider national audience—McMahon, Quinn, Craig, 
McDonald and other locals from the old team and new imported stars like Bell, Reid, Thompson. 

The GNR away performances that first season had built a popular image for the team in other 
venues (five of the away League losses were by a single goal). A new breed of player had been successful¬ 
ly introduced and as a bonus the club ended the season with a profit in excess of £100—not bad for a 
club that started the year without a penny. 

concluding remarks on the first senior season were as follows: 

“Of course, things did not always go well. There were weeks and weeks when we had to field a 
losing team, when constant defeats might have sapped the enthusiasm, not only of the 
committee and the followers, but also of the players. Yet it didn’t. I saw in several matches the 
side beaten by the odd goal in a game in which their luck was dead out. That tells, and so does 
the strain of fearing how things would go at the end of the season, where the issue was doubtful 
until almost the last kick in the last game. Despite it all, the side was kept together well, and if 
we did not make any records during the year for victories, we had demonstrated to us that Free 
State football was not only popular in Dundalk but that there was ample support for it. Above 
all, there was demonstrated another thing, and it is that the Dundalk sportsmen are good 
enough sports to support a losing team. That is a remarkable achievement. Any town can bring 
forth plenty of enthusiasm and plenty of support for a winning side; but few can give the cheers 
and come merrily along when the side is down and when everything looks black. Dundalk 
followers did that and they deserve a clap on the back for it.” 

• Fred Norwood was the only League ever present. 

• Hugh Reid left in mid season for America, playing for Springfield (Boston) and Providence 
clubs and Silcock returned during the season to Glenavon. 
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• 5 goalkeepers were used during the season—Drum, Strain, Wilson, Jackson, Ledlie. 

• Bertie Fulton, while waiting to return to complete his teaching examinations in London, 
made one league appearance, against Bohs at the Athletic grounds. He became a Belfast 
Celtic legend in the 1930s, winning 20 International caps, many amateur caps and was a 
member of the Great Britain squad at the 1936 Berlin Olympics. 

• For the last League game only Norwood, Swindle and Bell survived from the opening 
match in Cork. 

• The League visit of Shelbourne to the P J Carroll Recreation grounds on Dec 12th was a 
sell out, setting a season gate record of £156, an attendance estimated at almost 5,000. 
Many hundreds got in free, ‘when the gates were rushed by an over anxious crowd who 
feared disappointment at not being able to see the game.* The Democrat reported that 
‘there were several thousand from Dublin.’ 

• The first FAI Cup match line out on 8th January 1927 against Bohs at Dalymount was; 
Wilson, Thompson, Nelson, Bell, Norwood, Bowden, Swindle, McDonald, Rushe, Quinn, 
Silcock. 

• There was a £100 home gate for the last game of the season in the Shield against Shamrock 
Rovers. 

• Income from all sources for the season was £1800 and a profit of “over £100” was recorded. 
According to Sideliner, “If I were asked to name two men who did most to get in the funds 
I should name Messrs. Peadar Halpin and W. Hill”. Jack Logan was appointed Treasurer for 
the following season, replacing Paddy Barrett who immigrated to the USA. 

• 1st League goal: Joey Quinn (v. Fordsons, 1st match). 

• 1st home goal: Arthur Farrelly (v. Bohemian, 3rd game). 

• 1st home win: v. Jacobs (3-0) at Carrolls Recreation Ground. 

• 1st FAI Cup goal: Frank Rushe v. Bohemians (1-6). 

• 1st win at Athletic Grounds: v. Fordsons (4-2) on 23rd Oct. 

• 1926/27 Committee 

Chairman: ] 2 ic\i O’Callaghan replaced J. McCarthy who resigned in Oct 1926 

Hon Sec: Stephen McArdle. Treasurer: Patrick Barrett. 

Committee:^. Hill, J. Logan, P. Halpin, E. McArdle, G. Harmon, M. H. Grey, P. J. Markey, A. 
Warren, P. Morgan, Owen Foster, H. McEvoy. 
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- 1927/28 - 

The closed season saw a high level of activity, with only right back Gordon McDiarmuid and left 
half Fred Norwood surviving from the previous season. The Democrat introduced the new team by 
printing sketches of most of the players “written by one who knows what he is talking about.” [PJ 
Markey doubled up as Committee Member and Soccer reporter for the Democrat.] 

James Vennard —clever young goalkeeper from Tanderagee. Came into prominence with Newry 
last season. Dropped out in March last owing to a severe arm injury sustained against Glentoran in 
Belfast. Reckoned one of the best goalkeepers in Northern Ireland prior to his injury. 

Gordon McDiarmuid —Right back, 12 stone of wire and whipcord. A dashing, fearless young 
back. Somewhat impetuous as yet, but will soon tone down into a really class defender. Fears nothing 
upon two feet. Last seasons form hallmarked McDiarmuid as ‘the goods’ 

Fred Barrett (captain)—Formed one of Belfast Celtic’s all conquering team of the war years and 
partnered Billy McStey, the Glasgow Celtic captain. Came originally from the Norfolk regiment to 
Celtic to whom he gave six years loyal service. A ponderous lump of a man, but with a turn of speed, 
which is surprising. His speciality is taking free and penalty kicks. Admitted on all sides to be the 
strongest kicker of a dead ball in England during his six years with Chelsea. Good natured and ever 
smiling, his middle name is Optimism. (A member of the first Belfast Celtic team to win the Irish Cup 
in 1918, he later returned to Celtic, and became the groundsman at Celtic Park.) 

Patrick Gallagher —Right half-back from Magherafelt, Co. Derry, found by Glenavon Club last 
season. Made a reputation with the Lurgan club last season as an inside right. Joe McCleery fancies him 
the making of a real good halfback. Modest and unassuming, Gallagher will soon become one of the 
favourites among the Dundalk following. Stands 5’10” and weights 11 stone. (After his season at 
Dundalk he played with Belfast Celtic, Newry Town, Cork Bohs and a season with Southport in the 
English League.) 



















































Alf Jordan —Centre half, another well-built player whom I have no hesitation in saying will be 
classed as the best pivot in the Free State League before the season is two months old. One of the brainy 
type with splendid ball control. A protege of Billy McCracken the Irish International back, now 
managing Hull City, and last season assisted Bristol Rovers. Also played with Stoke and Hull City. 

Fred Norwood —Left half, needs no introduction, as he served the club splendidly last season, 
and is likely to do even better in a settled eleven. Norwood is a brainy and enthusiastic player, with 
control above the average. 

James Withers —Outside right. Has played for Portadown and Newry Town. Represented the 
Irish League against the Scottish League in Belfast two seasons ago. Fast and elusive. Crosses a ball to 
perfection, and can snatch an occasional goal. 

Andrew Kane —Inside right, comes from Belfast Bohemians. A young player who has Irish League 
experience with Larne. Knows his work, and can be depended to play well to Carroll. Represented the 
Irish Alliance against the Preston and Bradford Leagues in 1924. Has excellent control and a shot in 
either boot. 

Edward Carroll —Centre forward. A dashing, trustful leader, with a good shooting boot. 
Glenavon was his first senior club. Transferred last season to Aberdeen and later on went on loan to 
Dundee United. 

John MathiesoN —Inside left. A player with a good turn of speed, and a mastery of the ball on the 
ground, which leaves opponents guessing. Spent last season with New Brighton FC. Was offered the 
maximum wage to re-sign for next season, but decided to take the ‘Dundalk Ticket’ and remain at 
home. (After a stint with Belfast Celtic, he later returned to Brighton.) 

Thomas Leeman —Outside left, won an Irish Cup medal with Ards FC last season. Ideally built 
for the outside position. Like Withers, has the knack of cutting in from the wing, and having a ‘go’ at 
the goalkeeper. A slow back opposed to Leeman will have an unhappy ninety minutes.” 

Joe McCleery, the team manager, was delighted at the capture of Fred Barrett. He had starred in 
the famous Belfast Celtic team of the early 20’s and moved to Chelsea. In dispute with Chelsea, Celtic 
could not agree suitable terms and Barrett, keen to return to Ireland, settled with McCleery to play in 
Dundalk. To make room for Barrett, the previous season’s left full Gordon McDiarmid was moved to 
the right full position. 

In a pre-season message to the Dundalk supporters McCleery expressed the hope that “when Fred 
Barrett leads out his side in the first home match I know they will give him and his men a real Louth 
welcome”. The manager and the fans certainly got a great start to the season—a 5-2 away win over 
Athlone and a 2-2 away draw with Fordsons. 

For the game against Fordsons, played at the Mardyke, an excursion train was organised and 
‘Sideliner’ reported fully: 

“Dundalk has never had a better or more pleasant excursion than that which the Railway 
Committee, with pluck that demands praise, organised to Cork last Sunday to see their game 
against Fordsons. That many people should want to travel all the way to the south of Ireland to 
see a game of football would hardly have been credited a few years ago; but that almost 500 
people from here should have got their tickets and set out at seven a.m. on that long journey of 
two hundred miles surpassed all expectations. It is truly a tribute to the pulling power of soccer 
in Dundalk and district; to the interest, which the team has generated here, and to the 
admirable arrangements that the Great Northern Company has made for that lengthy one-day 
journey. A happier crowd has never left a train after several hours travelling than that which 
emerged from the Dundalk station on Monday sometime before two o’clock. Everybody was in 
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good form. And not without reason. Dundalk did not get both points from their match, but 
they divided the honours after a game which was unusually thrilling and they came home 
pleased with themselves, with Cork and all the world. Everybody felt that life was not so bad, 
after all, when one could have just such a day as Sunday. There was about this day a spice of 
adventure. All of us don’t get up before dawn very often, but there was an unprecedented 
demand for alarm clocks during the weekend. It would never do to miss this run to the 
southern capital. They tell of a few heavy sleepers who did fail, but the majority were there in 
good time and, having heard an early mass, got aboard for Cork just before the station clock 
showed the hour of seven. It was a glorious run down. The corridor carriages made the journey 
seem almost pleasant, though train travelling over such a distance is apt to become tiresome. 
There was the air of expectancy hovering around and the comforting knowledge that this food- 
train left us free of the worries of hunting Cork for refreshments. It was a great run, for 12:30 
had not chimed when we pulled into the southern station and began a tour of the city. Patrick 
Street was almost given over to Dundalk for the day. Everywhere one went there were amber 
and black favours worn; you saw them floating from the tramcars and decorating the ladies who 
braved the trip; young enthusiasts wore the colours in their ties and generally one heard as 
much of the Dundalk accent as of the southern brogue. After a day’s rain on Saturday the sun 
shone gloriously as if to welcome us all. Cork looked lovely and the fine Mardyke grounds was a 
glorious setting for the football match, which had attracted us all. There was an immense 
crowd—keen, enthusiastic, but most sporting. I know no fairer followers than those of Cork. 
They cheered their men lustily (and with every reason) but they gave unstinted praise to 
Dundalk for the magnificent game they played.” 

League results showed a big improvement on the opening season with 9 wins, 3 draws and 21 
points, giving a satisfactory fifth place in the final League table and a full 15 points above the re- 
election area. Even better was to follow in the Shield with a final third position, gained on the back of 7 
wins out of 9 games. The only Shield losses were against Shamrock Rovers and the Shield winners, 
Bohemian, who completed the big Treble of League, Shield and Cup. 

The deciding Shield game against Bohemian was lost 3-2 at the Athletic Grounds, with Bohemian’s 
winner coming from a penalty kick. Ugly after-match scenes, with the referee being assaulted, led to 
major repercussions when the Free State Authorities set up a commission to enquire into the distur¬ 
bances. 

This was the second commission that season involving incidents at a Dundalk game. The League 
game against Shamrock Rovers in November had resulted in the club being cautioned for poor steward- 
ing when the referee was “molested by a number of spectators”. The club was warned as to the future 
conduct of its spectators and ordered to post warning notices on the grounds. 

Both fullbacks, Barrett and McDiarmuid, were the defensive mainstays of the team, and Fred 
Barrett fully justified his reputation as one of the strongest kickers of a dead ball in his era with 13 goals 
mainly from penalties and free kicks. 

Amongst the forwards. Withers, Mathieson and Billy Toman were the consistent performers. 
Toman had replaced Tom Leeman at outside left, after an early season injury to Leeman. 

The Cup brought its moment of glory with a first round away draw to the mighty Shamrock 
Rovers, when Barrett demonstrated his dead ball skills with two goals from free kicks, and a sensational 
4-1 replay win at the Athletic Grounds. Shelbourne won the second round match by 3-1. 
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Free State Football Commission April 1928 

The fine team performances particularly in the second half of the season were overshadowed when 
a 9-man commission was set up by the Free State League to investigate the scenes which took place at 
the Dundalk—Bohemian Shield game at the Athletic Grounds when the referee, Mr. Kelly, was 
assaulted leaving the pitch. 

A hostile crowd remained afterwards and the referee required a Garda escort to get him to the 
Railway station, via the police barracks. This match had been the deciding game in the Shield competi¬ 
tion, with Bohemians victory from a penalty leaving them with 17 points and Shield winners to 
Dundalk’s final 14 points in third place. 

Joe Wickham (Bohemian FC) was one of the linesmen and offered the opinion about the referee’s 
performances. “I don’t think he refereed a good game on the whole” and also expressed the view that it 
was bad policy to have a Dublin man in charge. He admitted there was a doubt about the penalty. 

The Dundalk representatives at the Commission hearings withdrew from the proceedings on the 
first day, protesting that they had been found guilty before being tried (the referee’s damning report was 
leaked and published a couple of days previously); that they were denied the opportunity of meeting 
their accusers face to face and of cross-examining the other witnesses; and that they were not allowed to 
have a delegate present during the investigation. 

Messrs O’Callaghan, Logan and Halpin represented the club. Jack O’Callaghan described the 
publication of the referee’s report as a “poisoned arrow”. Having made their protest by withdrawing on 
the first day, the Dundalk delegation returned on a subsequent day to give evidence and to reject the 
referee’s contention that he received no support or protection from Dundalk stewards or officials. 

The secretary of the club, Stephen McArdle was also alleged to have verbally abused the referee. The 
Commission’s findings were to fine Dundalk £100, be warned that in the event of further misconduct 
the ground be closed and that Stephen McArdle be suspended until the end of the 1928/29 season, in 
consequence of his attitude towards the referee. 

“Sideliner” was scathing in his criticism of the conclusions and forthright in his support for Stephen 
McArdle. 

“Of course, these findings were adopted by the Football Association. Everybody knew that 
nothing would be too strong for the assembly when they were dealing with Dundalk. They used 
shovels at Richmond Road and they got off with £20. But then Richmond Road is in Dublin 
and Dundalk is in some small place in the middle of the country where they have the nerve to 
have a pretty good team. That, of course, should not be tolerated in these enlightened days 
when Dublin is the be-all and end-all of Ireland. 

But why inflict such a fine of £100? It can’t be that the Association wants money, for I hear 
that they are rolling in wealth and voted some hundreds to the Munster Association the same 
night—actually they gave more than they asked for. Good generous people! 

Perhaps it was inflicted in order to spread the game in the country. You’d never know, but 
that might be the subtle notion behind the findings. Now that Athlone is out of the League and 
a good sturdy blow has been struck at the other provincial team it might happen that football 
would be confined to Dublin. The Football Association could then spread the game by allowing 
the Chairman and a few of the other delegates to bring these Dutchmen and get them to play 
in the Free State League. These Dutchmen would be all right, and then, most important of all, 
there would be no chance of them taking any of the cream from Dublin. If they played too 
good football they could always be made the subject of a Commission. 

Nothing will ever convince us that it was inflicted for any other reason than that Dundalk is 
not wanted in the Dublin competition. It was the same in the Leinster League when many of 
the great sporting teams of the city would not travel here to fulfil their engagements. You 





couldn’t very well put Dundalk out in the way that Athlone went. But you took another (and 
perhaps equally effective way) of hitting the team in the pocket. This is the provincial side that 
in two years has built up a team and that during that time has had, in addition to paying it’s 
way like men, to face the expenses of another Commission and to foot the bill in a costly law 
suit. Did the Football Association offer to help a club fighting as no other club in Ireland was 
fighting? Not a bit of it. 

What the club will do I do not know, but if the Free State competitions are not made the 
preserve of Dublin then the fault does not rest with the Association and it’s worthy 
Commissions. Mr. McArdle, the Dundalk Secretary, has been warned from football for a 
season. Whatever the views of this Association may be as regards the Dundalk Secretary one 
thing is certain and that is that he has the confidence of his own club. Can everybody in 
football say the same? I am certain that Mr. McArdle values far more the confidence of the 
people who know him than any opinion that may be expressed by the Dublin Junta.” 

He signed off—“Bravo, Dublin” 

Eddie Carroll^ the Top Marksman 

The outstanding performance of the 1927/28 season was from 
Eddie Carroll. On the first day of the season, he scored Dundalk’s first 
League hat trick in a 5-2 win in Athlone, which was also the first away 
victory in Senior competition. He went on to clock up 16 goals in the 
League. He netted twice in the 4-1 FAI Cup replay win over Rovers and 
also scored 4 goals in the Leinster Senior Cup tie against Athlone. 

But nothing that went before compared with his Shield perfor¬ 
mance. In 9 matches he knocked in 16 goals to leave him with a season 
total of 38, finishing with a last match hat trick against Shelbourne. 

He was Dundalk’s first, and arguably its greatest-ever goal scorer. 

Who else ever scored at a rate of better than a goal per game for a 
complete season, or at nearly two goals per game in the Shield? 

From Bessbrook, Eddie was one of a large family, all footballers (“if 
somebody lent them a goalkeeper and a linesman they could make a 
team of their own”). He started with Glenavon, with whom he got an 
International cap against Scotland in 1925, when they went down 3-0 
at Belfast. For the 1925/26 season he joined Aberdeen, but found it 
difficult to command a first team place, with his total season appearances limited to five. In his final 
game he scored in a 1-1 draw with Raith Rovers. Late in that season he became a prodigious scorer with 
Aberdeen Reserves when in one incredible 4-match stretch he scored no less than 18 goals. 

At the beginning of the 1926/27 season, Eddie was back in the Aberdeen Reserves and after 6 goals 
in 3 games, Dundee Utd bought him for £500 and put him straight into the first team, when he scored 
in his first game in a 2-1 loss to Kilmarnock. Though Dundee were relegated that season, Eddie was the 
club’s leading goal scorer with 11 League goals in 21 appearances. In the Scottish Cup he scored twice 
in 4 appearances. The highlights for Eddie with Dundee Utd were a hat-trick (against Hearts) and his 
key role in two stunning appearances against the Old Firm. The first match was against Rangers on 
Christmas Day 1926 when the home side had a shock 2-0 win—Eddie helped make the first and 
scored the second. In his last League appearance in Scotland he scored twice in a 3-3 draw against 
Celtic. He played a number of games at Dundee with his brother Frank, who had been with 
Manchester City and had been player manager with Newry Town. The description of Eddie during his 
Tannadice stay was “A tireless centre forward whose enthusiasm was infectious”. His scoring record of 
11 goals in 21 League games would be deemed more than acceptable even back in the days when goals 
weren’t such a rare commodity, especially playing with a team that was demoted. 



Eddie Carroll 
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Change of Colour 

The colours of the GNR were amber and black stripes until the 1927/28 season. 

In late November the well-informed ‘Sidelined in the Dundalk Democrat reported: 

I am told that the Dundalk team may soon be seen out in new jerseys—and in ones of a 
different colour, too. There are some who don’t like the amber and black stripes and are anxious 
for a change. The new colour has not yet been decided upon, but if present intentions last there 
will be some of the Dundalk 'Crows' in the design.” 

In the match report of the FAI Cup first round game against Shamrock Rovers at Milltown on 
January 8th, Sideliner reported on the 3-3 draw “ after a game where pluck and good play stamped 
every wearer of the white and blue.” 

Dundalk won the replay on the following Thursday by 4-1. 

On the following Sunday, the club played in a Shield game against Brideville at RJ. Carroll’s 
Recreation field and the Democrat match report stated that “Dundalk, with their old black and amber, 
did not look as smart as they did in the Cup.” 

The 1927 Tempests Annual (printed in early 1928) listed the club colours as “All white jerseys, with 
blue shield (Coat of Arms of Dundalk) and navy blue knickers.” 

It appears that the new colours were first used for the Rovers Cup match and later became the 
standard club colours, replacing the amber and black. 

The First FAI Cup match Victory 

Dundalk were drawn against Shamrock Rovers in the first round of the Cup at Milltown on 
January 8th 1928. In the previous December league match “ we got drubbed at Milltown and were 
beaten to a frazzle” by 5 goals to nil. In the interval the Dundalk full back Cordon McDiarmuid got a 
heft)^ two-month suspension and was unavailable for the Cup game. 

Dundalk’s performance was a complete turn around from the League game showing “ more pluck, 
more grit and a lot more determination” and were deserving of a 3-3 draw, having led 3-1 at the break. 
Highlight of the game were 2 goals from free kicks by Fred Barrett, the first from an awkward angle 
which “ went whizzing through the air and the back of the net seemed to have been struck by a rocket.” 
The second was a similar effort from 30 yards. In a seesaw second half. Rovers scored twice to send the 
tie to a replay at the Athletic Grounds on the following Thursday afternoon. 

Before that game however Rovers lodged an objection against Dundalk on the technical grounds 
that Gordon McDiarmuid’s address on the list of probable players, submitted in advance, was given as 
Dundalk whereas his address to the Emergency Committee, which had suspended him, was given as 
Belfast. Since he hadn’t played in the match, because of suspension, it was a pointless objection and was 
thrown out. 

1928 January 12th Dundalk 4 Shamrock Rovers 1 at the Athletic Grounds. 

Sideliner, in the following Saturdays Dundalk Democrat, was ecstatic. 

“Hurrah and again hurrah. They’re shouting that about the streets as I write this, and young 
and old alike are hoarse and excited and pleased. And why shouldn’t they? 

They say that it rained throughout the game, but the chaps along the paling didn’t seem to 
notice. 

It is just a fever, this football business, and if you doubt that ask the youngsters. And to 
show that it must be a very bad sort of fever, they tried to carry Barrett off of the field. Just 
think of that. They roared for all they were worth and the Athletic Grounds seemed like a 
battlefield with the victors in possession. The Railway men got their half-day changed and there 
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were many who did the same in other places. From Garrick and Ardee old enthusiasts travelled 
and everyone said he got more then value. 

It was great to be there at the end, to see the team winning so well and watch them play to a 
standstill the eleven of Shamrock Rovers, a side known as the toughest football fighters in 
Ireland. 

Thursday was just a gala day.” 

A recurring theme in 'Sideliners' coverage was the narrow minded and 'Dublin club' attitude 
adopted by the Football authorities. He interpreted their decisions as favouring a small group of 
clubs—the 'Dublin junta'—and always detected an anti-provincial viewpoint. When their decisions 
were opposed to the interests of Dundalk F.C. he vented his feelings with a vehemence normally 
reserved for a rabid supporter. 

Any such decisions he argued were part of an anti-provincial “conspiracy” and his defence of the 
interests of Athlone and Cork were no less trenchant than that for his beloved Dundalk. When in full 
flight his favourite style was sarcasm with a biting edge. 

The suspension of Gordon McDiarmuid, for rough play, on the eve of the Rovers Cup match gave 
him another opportunity and he wasn t going to miss it—this one had conspiracy written all over it. 

“Good old Dublin! Who said your Football Association was not impartial? Who said you 
weren’t really anxious to develop the game in the Province and to make the premier competition 
something more than a nest for a little coterie of well-got Dublin clubs? You can give all these 
doubters and critics and croakers the lie for this week did you not treat Dundalk and Gordon 
McDiarmuid with a leniency that was marvellous. The Dundalk club may be badly hit—but 
what about them—who cares for a country club with nothing to recommend it to Dublin. It is 
sufficient that Dublin wanted this player off for Sunday and you put him off Is there anything 
wrong in that?” 

There was more along the same lines, concluding with “ We believe we have a team in Dundalk 
well fitted for the competition, and no matter how it annoys the Dublin junta we shall try and carry 
on. A gross impertinence on our part, we all admit. 

“Supposing that, despite the well-laid plans, Dundalk were to cause a surprise tomorrow, what 
then? Well, some genius would discover that Barrett or Carroll or Mathieson had failed to trim 
their respective heads of hair in the approved Dublin manner. Yes, it is coming to that.” 

A week later he gleefully reported: - 

“I hear that the references in the ' Democrat' last week formed the subject of a debate at the last 
meeting of the Committee in Dublin, and some of the members were displeased. Too bad, 
entirely.” 

• The clubs first foray to Northern Ireland was on Dec 28th 1927, playing against Glentoran 
for the benefit match of Alan McSeveny, a long time favourite at the Oval. On a frozen 
surface Dundalk managed a I -0 victory. 
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"a pound for tuppence" 

Football in the 2ist century is undoubtedly different than the one faced by the GNR club in 

THE192OS —SUBSTITUTES, PENALTY SHOOTOUTS, TELEVISION, THE FOURTH OFFICIAL, BOSMAN, DESIGNER 
MERCHANDISING —TO NAME A FEW. In ONE RESPECT HOWEVER NOTHING HAS CHANGED —THE FINANCIAL 

STRUGGLE TO MAKE ENDS MEET. 

Lotto draws, Bingo, Racedays, Poker Classics etc are not much different than the half time 

RAFFLES OF THE 192OS, WHEN A "POUND FOR TWO-PENCE" WAS THE CRY AT HOME GAMES IN THE AtHLETIC 

Grounds and Carroll’s Recreation Grounds. 

The local Garda Siochana were moved in 1928 to seek "instructions" on the legality of the 

MATCH DAY RAFFLE, NOTING THAT "THE DRAWING OF THE BLOCKS TAKES PLACE IN A SMALL ROOM ON THE 

grounds"!! 



















1928/29 


The first cup semifinal 

Season tickets for the reserved enclosure were advertised for sale at 10/6 each. 

Another crop of new players was signed in a very active close season which included: James 
O’Hanlon (goalkeeper from Richmond United), Fred Mason (ex-Cardiff, Rochdale and Merthyr 
Town—Right back), Sammy Patton (ex-Distillery and Glenavon), Bob Ferguson (ex-Barnsley), Tony 
Bird (ex-Richmond United, who had scored 87 goals the previous year), Jimmy Agnew (ex-Larne). 
Early in the season, John Mehaffy took over the goalkeeping spot. John had spells with Belfast Celtic 
and Glentoran, and with English League clubs Oldham, New Brighton and Rotherham. His brother 
Bertie also had a successful career as a keeper with Belfast Celtic, got an International cap and in six 
seasons with New Brighton had made over 200 English League appearances. Goalkeepers certainly ran 
in the family—the Mahaffeys were first cousins of Billy (25 Caps) and Elisha (31 Caps) Scott. 

Alf Jordan, Jimmy Withers, John Mathieson and Eddie Carroll remained from the previous season. 
Sammy Patton would become one of the most influential members of the Dundalk teams of the 30’s. 
Fred Barrett played only in the opening game of the season and his request for release was granted. 

Later in the season George Silcock returned and Bob Egan was signed. 


League Campaign 

After the opening day 4-2 loss to St. James’ Gate, the next three games were won on big score¬ 
lines—5-1 V. Jacobs, 3-0 v. Bray and 4-2 v. Brideville. These wins and a goal tally of 14 got the season 
off to a flying start and raised expectations. But an unsuccessful run against Drumcondra and the 
Dublin Big 3 stalled progress. Drumcondra had replaced Athlone in the 10-team League. Prospects for 
a high League placing were dashed by three consecutive losses late in the second round of the League— 
all to the Big 3 of Shamrock Rovers, Shelbourne and Bohemian. Shelbourne won their second champi¬ 
onship by a single point from Bohemian, with Rovers third. 

Dundalk’s total of 17 points (12 of them at home) secured fifih position in the League, and only 
Bohemian, Shelbourne and Shamrock Rovers exceeded the 43 goals scored. Of the 44 goals conceded, 
24 were against these same 3 teams. 

The last League match was at home against Fordsons who scored with a minute left to play to take 
a 3-2 lead. Eddie Carroll kicked off and preceded to beat the entire Cork defence to score an equaliser, 
which earned him the top League scorer for the season with 17 goals. 

Shield 

The Shield results were to follow the League pattern—three losses against you-know-who and only 
one dropped point (to St. James’ Gate) against the other six teams. The leading League goal scorer, 
Eddie Carroll, continued his good form with 9 Shield goals, scoring 4 against Drumcondra and 3 
against Bray. The Bray game was played at Blackrock. The Hoops and Bohs both went undefeated in 
the Shield—with Bohs victorious in the play-off by 2-0. For Dundalk GNR, the increasing evidence 
was that the team could more than hold it’s own against all of the Free State League teams with the 
exception of the Big Three. It would take another couple of seasons before that nut would be cracked. 

But the home fans had no complaints—in nine home League games they had seen 44 goals and 27 
of them had been for the home team, a home scoring average of three per game. GNR had scored at 
least 3 goals in 6 of the 9 home games and had failed to score a goal in only one League game, a 6-0 
away defeat by Bohs. 








Fire State Cup 

In the first round of the Cup, non-League team Richmond Rovers were seen off with a 2-0 win. 

A week later Eddie Carroll scored four times in a home Shield victory against Drums. In the second 
round of the Cup, another week later, he repeated his four-goal strike against Bray Unknowns with an 
easy 6-2 win, to earn Dundalk’s first semi-final appearance. 

The Association and the owners of both the Shels and Bohs grounds could not agree on the share of 
the semi-final gates and at the last minute the semi-final tie with Shamrock Rovers was switched to 
Tolka Park, Drumcondra’s ground. Heavy rain “left the grounds in a terrible state—there are cleaner 
bogs in Louth”. 

Eddie Carroll missed a penalty kick when the game was 
scoreless but Rovers gradually took over and a Jack Sloan 
hat trick was enough to leave Rovers 3-0 winners. 

Dundalk’s lineout for its first Cup semi-final was: 

Mehaffy; Mason, Rowles; Reynolds, Jordan, 

Ferguson; Agnew, Patton, Carroll, Mathieson, 

Egan. 

Rovers went on to beat Bohs in the final, the start of 
their first five in a row Cup final wins. 

There was a heart breaking 1-0 loss to Shamrock Rovers in the replay of the Leinster Senior Cup 
final after a 0-0 tie. Rovers goal was scored by John Joe Flood in the last few seconds of a match 
described as “a great game, splendidly played”—^John Mehafty the Dundalk keeper was “brilliant”, 
Patton “sleeves up to his armpits and energy to spare”, Ferguson “a delight to watch” but the absence of 
John Mathieson through injury was a big blow. 

Eddie Carroll scores a hat trick at Blackrock 

For the Shield fixture against Bray Unknowns scheduled for St. Patrick’s Day 1929, the club moved 
to Blackrock, there being no other ground available in Dundalk on that day. In this season, Eddie 
Carroll had made a habit of scoring against Bray Unknowns. In the League games he scored one goal 
away and two goals at home and in the FAI Cup he scored 4 in a 6-2 victory. He rounded off his 
season’s tally against Bray to a total of 10, when he managed a hat trick in the Shield match played at 
Blackrock, which Dundalk won 4-0. 

The Dundalk team was: Mehaffy, Mason, Rowles, Reynolds, Patton, Ferguson, Agnew, Mitchell, 
Carroll, Mathieson, Egan. 

“Sideliner” in the Dundalk Democrat had the following to say on the venue and the historic 
occasion: 

“Playing the match at Blackrock was a bit of an experiment and certainly justified itself for the 
crowd was large. The field is not a good one. It is sandy and on such a day as Sunday (when the 
sun shone as it seldom does in the close season) the ball wafted about like a balloon and played 
the most surprising pranks with the players. Getting to the field itself is a job, for at least one 
entrance is jealously guarded by barbed wire of a strength and thickness good enough for No 
Man’s Land. The place is well laid off by nature for housing a big crowd and when you walked 
into it on Sunday it looked like one of these Roman arenas we read about. The weather being 
good and the game a competitive one, a large crowd made the journey. I have never seen so 
many people walking to the ‘Rocks—and the trip on such a day must have done them good. 
Even if the match was not great, the walk there and home was something to be thankful for.” 


Leinster Cup 
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The fourth goal was scored by Bob Egan, who within another month would create his own bit of 
local history by becoming the first Dundalk player to be honoured with an International Cap when 
playing against Belgium on April 20th 1929 at Dalymount Park, which Ireland won by 4 goals to nil. 

End of Season Shock 

An end of season shock came with the suspension of Eddie Carroll on the last day of the season and 
his subsequent departure to Newry Town. With a 2-year record of almost 80 goals, the circumstances of 
the suspension of this popular and wholehearted player, was, for the fans, inexplicable. He was captain 
for the second last match of the season, an important Shield game against St. James’ Gate. With the 
game going against Dundalk, Carroll asked Bob Egan to cross the ball quickly, but Egan resented the 
advice and abused Carroll, who reported the matter and refused to play in the final game if Egan were 
selected. He carried out his threat and, in spite of the fact that the period of his contract had expired, 
the committee suspended him sine die. 

Whatever about the legality of suspending a player out of contract, the absurdity of the situation 
ended in the inevitable departure of the most prolific goal scorer ever to wear the Dundalk shirt—his 
two season total of 75 goals has never been approached again. 

Apart from setting the FAI Cup scoring record for a Dundalk player, Eddie Carroll was also the 
leading goal scorer in the League of Ireland for that season with 17 goals. It would be 35 years before 
another Dundalk player Jimmy Hasty, with 18 goals in 1963/64, would share that honour with Eddie 
Bailham (Shamrock Rovers) and Johnny Kingston (Cork Hibernians). 

Eddie scored 37 goals for Dundalk in the 1928/29 season. He also played on two League Of 
Ireland teams, scoring on each occasion. 

He played in 17 out of the 18 League games and his scoring rate of one goal per League game 
remains a Dundalk record to this day. 

But he would return in time for the club’s first Championship win in 1932/33. Meanwhile on the 
occasion of an end of season friendly with the Scottish club Aberdeen Utd, Dundalk decided to play 
two local representatives from the junior club St. Malachy’s—Cummings and Donnelly. 

• Patton and Mathieson played in all 18 League games, Carroll in 17. 34 players played in the 
League, 12 of whom figured in one game each. Mehaffy, the goalkeeper, had played splen¬ 
didly in the early matches but gave way later to Henderson, a small but fine custodian. Fred 
Mason was a very reliable fullback, while Patton and Ferguson formed a great pair of 
halfbacks. Mathieson, Carroll, Agnew and Egan played consistently well amongst the 
forwards. 

• Representative honours 

1928 Dublin Oct 6 Welsh League 3-4 Eddie Carroll (1 goal) 

1929 Belfast Mar 9 Irish League 2-1 Eddie Carroll (1 goal) 

1929 Dublin Apr 20 Ireland 4-2 Belgium Robert Egan. 

• Robert Egan became Dundalk’s first full International player. 

• 1929—^AGM. Over 100 people attended the AGM, held in June 1929. The hon. treasurer 
(Mr. Ballantine) reported a considerable financial loss on the season while the £100 
commission fine placed a big blister on the clud\ Part of the season’s financial loss was 
attributed to the purchase of sideline seats and turnstiles. There was a proposal to convert 
the club to a limited liability company but nothing definite resulted. The meeting elected 5 
members to the committee—W. Hill, P. Gallagher, T. King, J. Reilly and W. Galbraith— 
and they joined a group of 5 who retained office—P. Halpin, R. Prole, J. Ballantine, P. 
Casey and E. McArdle. 
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The meeting started at 8 O’Clock and when ‘Sideliner’ left at midnight 

“ matters were still being discussed with the earnestness and enthusiasm that would have done credit 
to a Treaty debate in the Dait\ He noted however the amount of business got through was not 
great'. 
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- 1929/30- 

The departure of Joe McCleery to manage Derr\' City, newly promoted to the Irish League, was 
bad news as far as ‘Sideliner was concerned, 

“his loss would be almost irreparable. Only those who know what he has done can understand 
his services. Unfortunately, these were not always appreciated. But that often happens.” He did, 
however, offer his services to the club in an advisory capacity and promised “not to leave them 
without a team”. 

After three seasons the financial realities of running a team in the Free State League was becoming 
all too obvious to the Committee. Fund raising was the central concern if a professional team capable 
of competing for the major trophies was to be achieved and the GNR Supporters Club, under the 
Chairmanship of Albert Huckle, was actively involved in fund raising. 

The relationships between the successful clubs and the struggling ones were a subject on which 
Sideliner had something to say in the Dundalk Democrat [August 1929]. 

“A football follower was saying during the week that money was too big a thing in football and 
that the side which is not wealthy has little chance. Of course, that is true. The financially well- 
off club cannot always produce a team good enough to win the championship, but in the Free 
State anyway it can always get one good enough to be there or thereabouts. This is due to the 
fact that there are three or four well-off clubs and the rest are just scrambling after them. A 
good year for one of the smaller clubs in the shape of lucky Cup draws leaves them all right for 
a short time, but the boom rarely lasts and poverty, like water soon finds its own level in the 
football world. We are just in the same position as they are in the North or in the Welsh and 
Scottish Leagues and no man has yet succeeded in evolving a scheme, which will place the poor 
club on equality with the big one. It could be done if transfers were calculated according to a 
definite table and if maximum wages are what they are meant to be. Players would have a lot to 
say to that, too. They naturally want free bidding and so long as the selling clubs gets the lion’s 
share of the fee the poorer club with the men to sell is not going to find fault with the rich one 
which has money to burn. “ 

The absence of young local players on the GNR team was a subject frequently visited by Sideliner 
and in many instances he appeared to be echoing not only the views of supporters but also the 
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committee of the club. In an attempt to address this issue the season opened with a practice game at the 
Athletic Grounds between the Colours (drawn from the local Junior teams) and the Whites (the League 
team) 

The teams were- 

Whites —Smith; Kelly, Brown; Lennon, Patton, Ferguson; Aiken, Murray, Keyes, Beadles and 
Weir. 


Colours —^P. Tierney (Dee United); Courtney (Dee), M'Keown (St. Patrick's); Daly (Carrolls), 
M. Tierney (Dee), Crawley (St. Malachys); Collins, Mullen and Godwin (St. Patricks), 
Markey (Carrolls), and J. Donnelly (St. Malachys) 


“The juniors pleased mightily, and none more so than Peter Tierney, the goalie who was 
clearing away many shots and clearing them well. 

M'Keown and Courtney were hefty and stood up 
to their work like men. So did Martin Tierney in 
the centre. Crawley and Daly were useful, if 
thrown up against too big an opposition. All the 
forwards were good, with Godwin best. Apart 
from his two goals he had many fine movements 
and with Colin Mullen kept the line infused with 
dash and energy. Collins and Donnelly found big, 
hefty fulls rather a handful and the same applied 
to Markey. But they all did finely and showed that 
the standard of football hereabouts is not so far 
behind the big stuff as some people thought. Mr. 

M. H. Grey refereed. “ 



On the league side only Patton and Ferguson survived 
from the previous year. The newcomers included the 
following: - 

Jim Smith (goalkeeper from Dunmurray). Jimmy Kelly had been 
with Newry Town and Drumcondra. Billy Brown was ex-Torquay 
Utd. and Rochdale. Pat Lennon came from Belfast Celtic. Jack 
Aitken (Willowfield) had 7 Junior Caps. William Murray had 
played once in the previous season with Dundalk. Keyes (Port 
Ferry). Albert Weir (ex Belfast Celtic). 

The major capture was that of George Harry Beadles (ex 
Sheffield Wed., Liverpool, Cardiff City, Southport). Appointed 
captain for the season, he had earned two Welsh Caps in 1925 and 
was on the Cardiff team beaten in the FA Cup Final in 1925 by 
Sheffield Utd. 

But significantly two members of the Junior team—Tommy 
Godwin and Joey Donnelly—would make their Dundalk debuts 
before the League was completed. 

Tommy was played at centre forward against Bray in the 
second match of the season, and showed up well in a 2-2 draw 
away from home. He was retained for the following home game 
against Shels (Sept. 8th) and scored, although the match was lost 


Harry Beadles 



Tommy Godwin 










4-2. Joey Donnelly, a couple of weeks short of his 19th birthday, joined Tommy that day to make his 
debut, and was reported as “coming into his own in the second half and his play would do credit to a 
player with years of experience.” 

After ten games the clubs league position was perilous with only a win (8-2 away to Jacobs) and two 
draws to show. But five wins and a draw over the closing 8 league matches secured a comfortable 6th 
position. 

FAI Cup 

There was a trip to the Mardyke to play non-League team Cork Bohemians in the Cup first round 
and a brace of goals from Jack Aitken earned a 2-1 win. Billy Delea, who would spend the 1933/34 
season with Dundalk, scored the Bohs goal. 

Old foes from the Leinster Senior League years, Glasnevin, were no match in the second round, 
setting up another semi-final draw. Opponents Brideville had been involved in a 3 match second round 
tie against Dolphins which was only decided on the Wednesday before the Saturday February 1st, 
1930, semi-final clash, scheduled for Shelbourne Park. 

Reader Gaskins put Brideville ahead in the opening minute with a shot from 25 yards. Paddy 
Birmingham got a second from a free kick “one of the finest kicks I have ever seen”. Sam Patton with a 
powerful low drive from outside the penalty area got one back before the half time whistle. Dundalk 
were lucky that the arrears were not greater. 

But the second half was a different story, with continuous Dundalk pressure, building up right to 
the final whistle. In the last 20 minutes, Dundalk forced 13 corners! But all to no avail. “Time and time 
again the ball struck the uprights and the crossbar; time and time again nine Dundalk players were 
under the bar with the ball hovering round their heads.” 

Sideliner summed it up by describing one such incident: 

“Picture this scene if you can. Page takes a corner kick for Dundalk and the ball goes perfectly 
to the goalmouth, head-high. Sam Patton jumps from nowhere, high above the heads of the 
others, and the ball flies to the hands of Callaghan, the big goalie. Callaghan throws it out as 
five Dundalk players rush to charge him. Ferguson heads it back. Mills heads it further 
goalwards and then seven Dundalk players and as many Brideville lads are lying legs-in-arms on 
the goal line, with the ball underneath them. Hundreds of Dundalk spectators are holding tight 
to their places on the stand, almost afraid to breathe and watching intently for the ball that 
cannot be seen. The referee is there too, gazing intently at the spot where we suppose the ball is. 
Half a second elapses and we think an hour has gone. Hearts are all atremble for the fate of that 
ball, for upon its destination depends everything for Dundalk. Somebody cheers that it is over 
the line and whistle goes. No one knows what has happened. Will it be a goal? Then the referee 
points to the line and gives a free kick. Dashed again are the hopes of Dundalk! That happened 
not once, but ten times on Saturday. Thirteen corners in the last twenty minutes were won by 
Dundalk. Twelve of them were perfectly kicked either by Page or Berry—a display of corner 
kicking I have never seen surpassed. Yet, not a goal came and the two that Brideville got in the 
first twenty minutes carried them through to the final. Such a charmed existence a goal never 
had before. I was terribly sorry it was not a draw. It would have been a calamity that Brideville 
should have been beaten; it was little less that Dundalk made their exit.” 

He concluded, “A Dundalk team has never played as good a game and lost a match. All round a 
great game that deserved more than a loss.” The players were: Fitzroy; McKeown, Kelly; Lennon, Mills, 
Ferguson; Page, Patton, Aiken, Beadles, Berry. 
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Another late flourish in the Shield pushed the team up to equal fifth and only a last match loss to 
Drumcondra prevented a third place finish. Shels won the Shield with only one loss, sustained against 
Dundalk at the Athletic Grounds in the opening Shield match. 

The Best Ever Dundalk XI? 

After little more than three seasons, fans were already selecting their “best ever Dundalk XI”. One 
group argued late into the night and couldn’t agree but by majority vote offered their choice as— 
Mehaffy; Reid, Nelson; Pollock, Patton, Ferguson; Withers, Kane, Carroll, Mathieson, Toman. 

Almost 30 years later, four of this team would feature in another “best Dundalk team ever 
selection”. 

• Representative Honours. 

March 1. 1930 Dublin League of Ireland 1—6 Irish League Robert Ferguson. 

May 3 1930 Swansea Welsh League 6—1 League of Ireland Jack Berry. 

• At the beginning of May there was another trip to the Oval to play Glentoran and another 

victory, this time by 4-1. ____ 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH 

LSC 


TOT 

L 

SH 

Aitken, J 

16 

; 3 

3 

4 

6 

McKeown, J 

2 

1 

1 

Patton, S 

15 

^ 9 

3 

3 


Mills, Robert 

^ 2 

1 

; 1 

Beadles, G 

10 

6 

1 

3 


Donnelly, J 

; 1 

1 


Page, WIm 

4 

: 4 




Ferguson. B 

i L 

1 


Weir, Albert 

3 

3 




Keyes, D. 

1 

1 


Berry, Jack 

3 

1 


1 

1 

Lennon, Pat 

; 1 

1 


Godwin, T 

2 

2 




Murray, Wm 

; 1 

1 


Smyth. J 

2 

2 




Wishart, Wm 

; 1 

1 


o.g. 

1 


: 1 



Agnew, 

: 1 


: 1 

29-30 Total 

68 

38 

8 

15 

7 

Slowey, Jack 

: 1 


: 1 


1929-30 

P 

w 

0 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

League Home 

9 

3 

2 

4 

: 17 

: 19 


League Away 

9 

3 

1 

5 

21 

17 


League 

: 18 

; 6 

; 3 

: 9 

: 38 

; 36 

; 5th 

FAI Cup 

; 3 

2 

0 

; 1 

8 

; 3 

; SF 

Shield 

; 9 

5 

0 

4 

; 15 

; 15 

; 5th 

Leinster Cup 

i 4 

1 

2 

i 1 

i 7 

; 8 

: 4R 

29-30 Total 

34 

14 

5 

15 

68 

62 



1930/31 


The First Cup Final 

The club announced the appointment of Stephen Wright as 
club trainer. In 1919 he had played one season with Bohemians and 
spent the first four post-war seasons with Bolton Wanderers, 
Norwich City and Brighton and Hove Albion. Since that time he 
had been involved in the training of Bolton Wanderers and with 
some of the Birmingham teams and after four seasons at Dundalk, 
he joined the staff at Lincoln City. There was much sorrow at the 
death of Michael Gray who had a long association with the club as 
committee member, trainer, referee, linesman, baggage-man and 
general all-round helper, going back to the Junior club era. 

The Dundalk and District League selection provided the 
opposition in a pre season match in connection with the Hospital 
Fete—Tierney and Sullivan (Dee Utd.), Connolly (St. Helenas), 
Cummings (St Malachys), M. Matthews (St. Brigids), Quigley (St 
Helenas), Collins (Dee Utd), Mullin (St Pats), Pepper (Carroll’s 
Athletic), McDonald (St Pats), Clancy (St Malachys), 12th man 
Markey. 
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The League was extended to 12 teams with the election of Dolphin and Waterford, while Fordsons 
changed their name to Cork. 

An opening day win at the Athletic Grounds by 7-3 over newcomers Waterford was the start of a 
nine match League run which was marred only by a home loss to Drums. But successive losses to Cork 
(home) and Waterford (away) dampened expectations. 

With 6 weeks remaining the top of the League table still had a half a dozen hopefuls as follows: 
Brideville 23 points (played 16), Shelbourne 21 (15), Shamrock Rov. 20 (16), Dundalk 19 (16), 
Bohemians 18 (14), Cork 18 (15). 

Dundalk defeated St. James Gate before meeting Shels in a 3-3 
thriller at the Athletic Grounds, and then League leaders Brideville 
were overcome 5-1 with a ‘Ledger' Firth hat trick. The following 
weekend saw a nerve-wracking game against Shamrock Rovers at 
Milltown that took a last gasp goal by Gerry McCourt to take the 2 
points and keep the title hopes alive. However a week later a poor performance at Cork and a 3-1 
defeat dashed all hopes. A final day 6-0 thrashing of Shamrock Rovers ensured runner-up position, 
three points behind Shels and the clubs best League finish since its election to League membership. 

That Dundalk team set two club records which still stand, in spite of the increase in League 
games—for highest total league goals at 64 and highest home League goals at 44. 

In the nine-year history of the League, no venue had 
seen scoring to come near the goal feast which the Athletic 
Grounds patrons had witnessed that year and it is doubtful 
if any home supporters, anywhere, ever again got the value 
for money, which the 1930/31 season yielded. In 
Dundalk’s 11 home matches they scored 44 goals and 
conceded 24—a grand total of 68, over 6 per match. The 
lowest scoring game was a 2-2 draw with Bohs and the last home game saw a 6-0 hammering of 
Shamrock Rovers. 

Over the 22 League games the team scored 64 goals, 12 more than the League winners, but a 
generous defence conceded 43 to give a League aggregate of 107 goals—an average of almost 5 goals 
per game. In 22 League matches, Dundalk had only one clean sheet, in the final match against 
Shamrock Rovers. 

Helping themselves to this goal glut were: - 

15 Herbert Steward 14 Billy 'Ledger' Firth 13 John Gerard 
'Legs Diamond' McCourt 5 Joey Donnelly, Henry Hirst, 

Jack Slowey, 3 Jack Berry, Owen Cahill 1 Ebor 'Ted' Reed. 

Newcomers Waterford went through the Shield campaign 
undefeated to land the trophy in their first year. But Dundalk had 
other things on their mind in the second half of the season with 
their Cup campaign. 

Match Report Shamrock Rovers 1—2 Dundalk. League Jan. 1931 

The League championship of 1930/31 from January onwards 
was a three horse race benveen Shelbourne, Brideville and Dundalk, 
with Shamrock Rovers on the fringes. 

In a key match at Milltown in January, Dundalk did everything 
but score the winner until the last 5 minutes when a Gerry 
McCourt goal yielded a very important 2-1 win to keep the title 
hopes alive. 



Waterford 
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Jacobs 
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The following extract is from the match report in the next weeks *Dundalk Democrat'. 

“Five minutes from time, in that momentous game at Milltown, the hundreds of Dundalk 
people who had travelled in the hope of seeing our team go a step further towards League 
honours had relapsed into a gloom of despondency. Before the black luck that seemed to thwart 
the team, they had begun to despair. Our team had battered on the Dublin defence for the best 
part of an hour and a half and deserved a comfortable lead: yet here they were, thanks to a 
combination of missed chances and a plentiful supply of that bitter luck which so often 
blighted Dundalk’s hopes, still striving with a whole-hearted never-give-in-spirit which seemed 
a little pathetic because of its lack of reward. A glum conviction that the team was fighting 
against fate must have settled on every Dundalk man watching, for optimism has its limits. 

As the minutes ticked off and the goal refused to come, the odds seemed anything on a 
draw. Then came that flashing movement of McCourts—which lifted us, all of a sudden, out of 
the depths of gloom into the clouds, and which transformed us, for several ecstatic moments, 
into a gang of howling maniacs (temporary, of course). How we roared! My memory of those 
few minutes is rather a blank, but 1 can dimly see a cluster of white shirts out on the field—one 
falling to the ground in excitement—while around me the Dundalk contingent, in a little 
community of their own, were concentrating on making more noise—and, to my Dundalk ear, 
more melody- than a brass band. 

It was a delicious—and exhilarating—moment, worth going a long way to see: worth 
sitting in that restless agony of suspense. 

Football fans, or, for the matter of that, the fans of any sport, are a peculiar lot of people, 
for whom the game really lives, and who regard the fortunes of their favourite team with as 
much gravity as they would the affairs of the nation. 

When you sit watching your team show others how to play, how to dribble, how to 
combine, see them swarming around the goals with determination and still see that earnest 
endeavour fail of accomplishment you then realise how completely luck may rule a game. 

You can’t be blamed, if you have any loyalty to a team at all, for feeling there is something 
very wrong with the world when a good team can’t win. It does not matter if this is happening 
every Saturday and Sunday in the year, or if other people are just as often feeling the same 
thing: the fact that it affects yourself makes it a calamitous business. The ancient Greeks 
believed that their lives and fortunes were at the mercy of mythical personages they called ‘the 
Fates’ and I felt, as 1 watched that game, like the ancient Greek who saw eleven fates 
masquerading in the jerseys of Shamrock Rovers. It did seem that Dame Fortune had cut her 
Dundalk children out of her will, without even the customary shillings worth of luck. Then at 
the eleventh hour she added a codicil, giving then all the luck she wanted. So all was well that 
ended well. I forgot those phrases 1 was coining to tell of a dreadful catastrophe, in that glorious 
ending.” 

FAl Cup 

Dundalk had a comfortable 4-2 win in the first round at the Athletic Grounds over Jacobs, who 
were having a very poor season, winning only one game in the League, and who had already suffered 2 
heavy defeats against Dundalk in the League, by 5-1 and 7-1. 

Non-Leaguers Cork Bohs were overcome 3-1 in the 2nd round, with Jerry McCourt scoring twice 
and Joey Donnelly adding one. 

The semi-final opponents, newcomers Dolphins, had already acquitted themselves very well in the 
League, finishing only 2 points behind runners up Dundalk. They were led by former Dundalk idol 
Eddie Carroll, their leading League goal scorer that season, and at the Iveagh grounds in Oumlin the 





semi-final ended 1-1 with a Jack Slowey penalty and an Eddie Carroll goal. But in the Dalymount 
replay, Dundalk made no mistake, advancing to their first final by 3 goals to 1 (Donnelly, McCourt 
and Hurst). 

When Gerry McCourt scored his 5th Cup goal that season in the first half of the final it looked like 
an historic first Cup win with Shamrock Rovers playing well below form in the controversial absence of 
captain Bob Fullam. However, a change of tactics by Dundalk in the second half when they opted to 
hold on to what they had, handed the initiative to Rovers. Time was running out—and the Dundalk 
colours were already attached to the Cup—when Rovers equalised in controversial circumstances. 
'Sacky' Glen handled the ball, the defence hesitated expecting the whisde and Paddy Moore touched 
the ball into the net. 

The return of Bob Fullam for the replay was crucial but it took another controversial goal by Paddy 
Moore to give the replay to Rovers (they were to win every Cup final replay they contested until 1984). 
Moore admitted afterwards to Joey Donnelly that he had punched the winning goal in! 

Dundalk were not the only losers that day—Rovers goalkeeper in the drawn final was Billy Behan, 
later to win fame as a referee and as Manchester United's Dublin scout, but he was replaced for the 
replay. Despite his contribution, he was overlooked when the medals were being distributed. However, 
after spells with Shelbourne and Manchester United, he returned to Rovers and captured that elusive 
medal in 1936. 

The Dundalk team, which was unchanged for the 
replay was: 

Sam McMullen, Johnny McKeown, Clancey 
McDiarmuid, Jack Slowey, Ted Reed, Dicky 
Johnstone, Gerry McCourt, Owen McCahill, 

Donnelly. 

The drawn match drew 20,000 (receipts £1122) and 
the replay 10,000 (receipts £806). Dundalk had defeated 
Rovers in both League matches in the 30/31 season (2-1 away and 6-0 at home) and in the 3-week 
interval between the final and the final replay had beaten Rovers by 4-3 in a Shield match—6 days 
before the controversial replay loss. 

In six meetings with Rovers, Dundalk had lost only one game, but it was the one game that really 
mattered! 

The First Cup Final Team 

Sam McMullen came from Ards. Johnny McKeown was returning to Dundalk after a season with 
Glentoran. Gordon MacDiarmuid, another who was returning after a successful spell with Ballymena 
where he won an Irish Cup medal. Jack Slowey served his time with Larne and Hollywood. Ebor ‘Ted’ 
Reed was previously with Newcastle United, Cardiff City, Nottingham Forrest, Rotherham United and 
Derry City. Dick Johnston, ex-Portadown. Gerry McCourt and Owen McCahill had played together 
with Glenavon. Billy 'Ledger' Firth had been on and off the team for 3 seasons generally as a utility 
player and later as centre forward, and had come from Northern junior football. Henry Hirst came 
from Nuneaton town and had played football and cricket with Wigtown Imperial. Joey Donnelly was a 
product of local football having graduated with St. Malachys. Jack Berry was reserve in the final, first 
played with Inniskilling Fusiliers, later Brantwood and won an Irish Junior cap at outside left. 

Stephen Wright was in charge of the team. 

In the Leinster Senior Cup, old Leinster Senior League foes, Bendigo, were easily overcome by 5-1, 
but Shels continued to provide a stumbling block, winning by 3-1, after a 1-1 draw at Shelbourne Park. 


Ledger Firth, Henry Hirst, Joey 
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1930-31 CUP FINALISTS AND LEAGUE RUNNER UP. 

Back. Gerry McCourt, Johnny McKeown, Dick Johnstone, Sam McMullen, Jimmy Kelly, Jack Slowey, 

Stephen Wright (Trainer) 

Front. Jack Berry, Herbert Stewart, Ebor Ted Reed, Owen McCahill, Joey Donnelly. 

This photograph was taken early in the season. For the Cup Final, Gordon McDiarmuid, Ledger Firth and 
Henry Hirst replaced Kelly, Berry (12th man) and Stewart. 

Dundalk and Dolphins 

The 5 clashes between League newcomers Dolphins and Dundalk were all memorable games and 
each provided talking points that would be remembered for many years afterwards. 

In only Dundalk’s second League match there was a bruiser of a game at Dolphins Barn when 
Dundalk held on for a 2-2 draw, finishing with “eight fit men and one who was crippled”. Sideliner 
described Gerry McCourt, who had made his debut on the previous weekend against Waterford, 
“When an ordinary player would have been run to a standstill, McCourt, with his eye still bleeding, 
was the embodiment of energy.” 

In the New Year, it would take a replay to separate the teams in the Cup semi-final and at the latter 
end of the year. Dolphins would come to the Athletic Grounds in the Shield and give Dundalk a 5-2 
hammering. 

But nothing could compare with the amazing scenes which unfolded in the second round League 
game played at the Athletic Grounds in November. A Ledger Firth goal gave Dundalk a 1-0 lead at half 
time. Then twenty minutes into the second half Dolphins scored 3 times in the space of 6 minutes 
“Enthusiastic supporters of Dolphin, who had made the journey to cheer their friends in maroon 
jerseys, became more than usually annoying. They started to jeer and with the height of sarcasm, 
entreated their favourites not to win by too many goals. Now, at that time, a Dundalk win was the 
most unlikely thing in the world.” 

Nobody told that to ‘Ledger’ Firth, who was moved to centre forward and spearheaded an amazing 
recovery when Dundalk scored 3 times in 7 minutes to win the game by 4-3. Sideliner was breathless: 
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“At that time few of us had realised what had happened, things were so exciting. We had not 
thought that six goals had been scored in eleven minutes. Here was football in excelsis, a feast 
for the whetted appetite of frenzied enthusiasm.” 

Sideliner on Ledger Firth: 

“Sunday’s game in which Dundalk beat Dolphin in the League wasn’t merely a pleasant 
afternoon’s pastime, but the most thrilling match of the season. It demonstrated two things— 
first, that Dundalk can recover when two goals down, and second, that Firth is the best all- 
rounder that we have ever had here. Of course, you know Firth, with his ungainly gait, his 
method of charging with his head down and his worrying tactics? Hitherto you have seen him 
as a half-back or, perhaps, as an inside-right, an outside-right or an outside-left. Generally he 
has been just put anywhere when there was nobody else to fill the vacancy. If a half-back was 
slow and a change was made, somebody called on Firth and the fair-haired boy answered the 
call. Recently punch was wanted in the forward line, so Firth was asked to give it. He did—a 
whole hogshead of it. He was played at centre forward for half an hour on Sunday. While he 
was there he got three goals, worked all the time like a terrier, turned the match from being well 
and truly lost into the most brilliant victory of the year. Young boys, who are very good judges 
of football, as well as old ones rushed on to the field after the game and carried Firth shoulder- 
high from the field. Such is fame.” 

• Herbert Steward (ex Bangor) at centre forward had been a consistent scorer early in season 
when the dry weather lasted, but he floundered on the heavy ground later. In desperation 
Billy 'Ledger' Firth (a half-back and general utility player who had been signed as an 
amateur) was tried out at centre forward and became an instant success. 

• There was much regret at the departure of Jimmy Kelly, who until he got a throat injury 
never missed a game in a season and a half On his return he couldn’t get back into the team 
because of the displays of his replacement Gordon Clancy MacDiarmuid and he left. 

• In his first year with Dundalk, Gerry McCourt was the leading scorer with 26 goals. 

• For Dundalk’s last competitive match of the year—the Presidents Cup final against 
Shamrock Rovers—some new signings for the following season were given a run out, 
including Andy McCluggage and Albert Harrison. The match ended I-l and the replay 
held over until the following season—but that’s another story. 

• The season closed with another visit to the Oval and another victory (4-3) over Glentoran. 
Fred Roberts scored two of the Glens goals—by season’s end he had set an all-time scoring 
record of 96 goals in 47 appearances. For the following two season Fred’s strike declined to 
64 goals in 43 games and then 49 in 45 appearances! 

• Representative Honours: Ted Reed played with the winning League of Ireland team against 
the Welsh League, score 3-1 in May at Dalymount. 
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1931/32 


The First Trophy 

The previous years near misses in both League and Cup had resulted in bigger home gates, more 
interest in away matches and increased revenue. Home gates were attracting supporters from a wider 
area than ever before, with regulars travelling from the North of Ireland and throughout the local 
community. There were season ticket holders from Carrickmacross, Castleblaney, Ardee, Newr)' and 
Drogheda. 

The committee signed up a number of new players including the returned Sammy Patton and 
retained MacDiarmuid, Donnelly, McCourt and Reed. The new signings included - 

Jack Hampton, goalkeeper, from Preston, who had also seen service with Wolverhampton 
and Derby County. 

Andy McCluggage, fullback from Burnley (204 League games in 6 seasons), with 12 N.I. 

Caps and 2 international goals to his credit and a proven penalty and free kick taker. Before the 
season ended he returned to the English League with Preston North End. 

Albert Harrison, centre half (Wigan Borough, Notts Forest, Leicester) who ‘almost’ got his 
England cap. He had played in two International trial games and toured South Africa with an 
English International squad. He played in over 30 games with Leicester in the First Division the 
previous year and was placed on the transfer list at a price of £3,500. But under the open door 
system Dundalk secured his services without a fee. At 27 years of age his capture was a major 
scoop. 

Jimmy Bullock, centre forward from Manchester United, previously with Crewe Alexander, 
Southampton and Chesterfield. A proven goal scorer, with 32 English League goals from 45 
appearances in his two Chesterfield seasons (29-30 and 30-31.) 

Joe Cassidy, a 35 year-old veteran, (ex Glasgow Celtic, Bolton, Cardiff City, Dundee, 
Clyde, Ballymena, Morton) who had four Scottish caps. 

'Sideliner* on Stephen Wright and the Open Door 

On hearing about Jimmy Bullock being signed: 

“Whenever 1 hear of any lad from across the channel, I always 
think of Stephen Wright racing and running from one football 
town to another, wondering whether the fellow he wants has been 
snapped up or not and just thinking how he shall make the chap 
believe that a spell in Ireland would work wonders with his health 
and general appearance, at the same time trying to make him 
believe the job Dundalk has at the moment to keep centre- 
forwards out of the town. One hardly feels able to do justice to 
the fact that we have got another thousand-pounder here in one 
Jimmy Bullock, centre forward of Manchester United and 
formerly of Chesterfield. 13 stone and highly thought of, with the 
weight to run against any lot of heavy fullbacks. Also, the 
goalposts here are just as wide as they are in Chesterfield.” 

On the news about Jack Hampton: 

“These open door transfers leaves us in the Free State in a very enviable position, for you see we 
don’t have to pay transfer fees. If a player gets dissatisfied with his club or wants a change, he 
may have a fee placed on his head, which clubs in England, Scotland or Northern Ireland have 
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to pay. In the Free State we merely tell an astute manager to go and see him, we don’t bother 
with the transfer fee. Mr. Wright left Dundalk on Friday, had a fountain pen handy, and came 
back again on Saturday with the paper duly filled and in order. Thats how Hampton comes to 
Dundalk instead of Everton or some other place where they are hardly more keen on football 
than we are here.” 

An away loss to Brideville in only the second League game was a setback but the replay of the 
previous years Presidents Cup against Shamrock Rovers produced a sensational game and result. Played 
on Wednesday September 9th, 1931, at Dalymount Park, Dundalk hammered Shamrock Rovers by 7 
goals to 3 with a brilliant forward display, which brought the first trophy to Dundalk. 

The lineout was; Hampton; McCluggage, McDiarmud; Patton, Harrison, Reed (Capt.); McCourt, 
Cassidy, Donnelly, Hirst, Gibbons. 

Dundalk were four goals up inside half an hour from McCourt (2 minutes) Cassidy (9 and 30 
mins.) Donnelly (17 mins.) and at half time led 4-1. Early in the second half Hirst scored the “most 
spectacular of the ten goals” with a “bullet shot almost from the corner flag”. Joey Donnelly and Henry 
Hirst got further goals. Cassidy was “glorious—clever, cool, confident”. Hampton's saves were magnifi¬ 
cent, one from Paddy Moore which earned a two minute ovation. 

Sideliners match report was rapturous in its description under the heading “Shamrock Rovers 
swamped under a hurricane of goals”. 

“Here was football at its best: here was a spate of goal-scoring sufficient to warm the heart of 
the most greedy enthusiast: here, above all, was a game teeming with sufficient delight to tickle 
the palate of the follower who loves to see football well played. Of course, you will want to hear 
how we lifted the Cup, for its 100 to 1 you weren’t there. Only a handful of us made the 
journey. As somebody said coming home at midnight, all the lucky black cats stopped in 
Dundalk! They missed the game of the year. It was such a match at which thousands of 
absolutely impartial people cheered themselves hoarse, and such a game that hundreds of small 
Dublin boys wanted to carry Hampton off the field. But Hampton is six feet one in his 
stocking soles and he didn’t want to break any enthusiastic boy’s shoulder.” 

But the following League matches brought disappointment. Jimmy Bullock had not been playing well 
and “in a remarkable display of sportsmanship” (according to Tempests Annual) voluntarily cancelled his 
contract. At Christmas time Andy McCluggage sought and obtained his 
release. An away win against Shamrock Rovers brightened things but an 
away loss to lowly St. James Gate was typical of the inconsistency and 
demonstrated that the big names were not knitting together. 

However a 5-2 trouncing of Shamrock Rovers thanks to a John 
Smith hat trick at the Athletic Grounds in early January opened up the 
position at the top of the League table with only a handful of games left 
to play, leaving a crowded top of the League—six points covering the 
top 8 teams. Dundalk and Shamrock Rovers were only a point behind 
the joint leaders, Cork and Waterford. But in the last four League 
games five points were dropped, leaving the team trailing in fourth 
position, five points behind Rovers. 

Playing in their last League season and on their last visit to 
Dundalk, Jacobs were defeated 9-0 with goals from Smith (3) McCourt 
and Hurst (2 each) and one each from Kelly and Donnelly. Sideliner 
took no joy out of the occasion “It was like looking on when somebody 
took pennies from a blind man’s tin”. He concluded, “It seemed such a 
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heartless thing to do on poor Jacobs” and admitted that even the Dundalk forwards did not fully have 
their heart in it—they refused to charge the Jacobs keeper! 

Cup hopes ended in the first round against Shels—one week after beating the League champs 
Shamrock Rovers 5-2. Shels were also victorious in the Leinster Senior Cup Semi-Final, in a replay. The 
Shield competition, which ended the season, was very disappointing. An opening five match unbeaten 
run had earned 9 points, but in the last 6 games they could manage only a further three points to drop 
right back. 

A season that had promised much finished with three successive Shield losses, two of which were 
against Waterford and Brideville, both soon to lose their League status. Undoubtedly the seasons 
highlight came at the very beginning of the year with that stunning Presidents Cup win over Shamrock 
Rovers, bringing the clubs first trophy—not the one hoped for, but accorded all the celebrations that a 
first trophy deserved. The powerful Rovers team, which Dundalk defeated three times that season, took 
the treble of League, Cup and Shield. 

Joey Donnellys good form had attracted talent spotters and Belfast Celtic secured his services for a 
signing on fee of £30. Joey later commented “£30 was colossal for me, but if 1 had asked for £100 Ld 
have got it.” On top of that he was offered £3.50 a week and £1 travelling costs at a time when the 
train fare was 5/- return. In April he had been selected to play in a trial match to determine the Irish 
team to play Holland but was not successful. 

Alarm Bells 

A heavy wage bill, the poor season, the early Cup departure and reduced gates all combined to 
signal a poor financial outcome to the year. By April the alarm bells were ringing and the management 
committee took early action. Offers of engagement for the following season were made on a selective 
basis, on lower terms than the current season and without payment of summer wages. 

‘Sideliners’ comments at the end of April summed up the situation in his own inimitable style. 

“Now all these players—especially the cross-channel ones—have cost a big sum weekly. Perhaps 
our position might be likened to a man who having backed a few winners at a race meeting 
plunged all his winnings and a little bit of his reserve on a good tip for the last race. We had 
made money and gained a little success last year. We thought we should have won a lot more 
this time by getting the dearer players. We gambled and we lost. And having lost we must 
proceed to try and see that we don’t lose on the same tip again.” 


Glasgow Celtic Come To The Athletic Grounds 

On Tuesday April 19th 1932 an end of season friendly saw Glasgow Celtic pay their first visit to 
Dundalk. After a home loss to Brideville by 3-0 on the previous Sunday and Celtic’s defeat of Belfast 
Celtic by the same score, nothing much was expected from the home side. But to everyone’s surprise, 
Dundalk claimed the honours by 2 goals to 1, with goals from John Smith after 10 minutes and Joey 
Donnelly after 20 minutes of the second half 

The crowd was unusually small thanks to an early start—6.30—and stiff admission prices. 
According to 'Sideliner' “It is hard to get a man who is none too well off to fork out a shilling or one- 
and-sixpence for a friendly game.” 

Many years later Joey Donnelly recalled to Sean Ryan (author of “The Gillette Book of the FAI 
Cup”) that there was a free-for-all in the dressing rooms afterwards. It may have been an end of season 
friendly but according to Joey “they didn’t like being beaten”! 

The Dundalk team was: -Lewis; Johnston, McDiarmuid; Patton. Harrison, Reed; Kelly, McCourt, 
Smith, Hurst, Donnelly. The keeper Ben Lewis (ex Portsmouth and Merthyr Town) had been signed 
when Jack Hampton was injured. 





• Representative Honours for the League of Ireland: 

Feb 1932 Llanelli Welsh League 2-4 Sammy Patton 

• The by-now annual end of season visit to play Irish Cup winners Glentoran finally resulted 
in a home win (3-0). 
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POS 

Lge Home 

11 
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3 

1 

34 

14 : 


Lge Away 

11 

4 

2 

5 

22 

17 


League 

22 

11 

5 

6 

56 

31 

4th 

FAI Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

IR 

Shield 

11 

5 

2 

4 

23 

19 

5th 

Leinster Cup 

4 

2 

1 : 

1 

8 

7 

SF 

Pr Cup '31 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

3 

WIN 

Pr Cup '32 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

1 

Ahan. 

31-32 Total 

40 

20 

8 

12 

99 

63 



Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

SH 

AO 


All 

L AO 

Smith. J 

26 

16 


9 

1 

Bullock. Jimmy 

3 

2 : 1 

Donnelly, J 

20 

7 


6 
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McCluggage, A 

2 

2 

McCourt. G 

19 

13 


2 

4 

o.g. 

2 

2 

Kelly Peter 

7 

5 

1 

1 





Hirst, H 

; 7 

3 


2 

; 2 




Cassidy J 

: 5 

3 



: 2 




Patton. S 

; 4 

3 


1 





Harrison, A 

4 



2 

; 2 




Total 

99 

56 

1 

23 

19 





- 1932/33 - 

The First League Championship 

In its first six years membership of the Free State League, the clubs honours list was modest, with 
only the Presidents Cup and a handful of runner-up finishes. The club had however survived where 
many before had failed. At the commencement of the Leagues twelfth season, thirteen clubs had 
already come and gone. Three clubs from the previous season—Brideville, Waterford and Jacobs—had 
been excluded and another new club, Cork Bohemians, had been admitted, making a ten team League. 

The heavy investment in the previous years team had failed, leaving a poor financial position. The 
committee decided to build the new season panel around the proven hard workers of that season (Patton, 
McCourt, Hurst, McDiarmuid, Smith) and rely less on personalities. Davy Nelson who had been with 
the club in its first senior year returned to the left back position. There was little expectation of success. 

This was the last year when the season opened with the League competition. In future the Shield 
competition would start the season. 

The club made a great start to the League, when after an opening draw away to Bray Unknowns 
they clocked up four victories in a row before failing by 2-0 at the Athletic Grounds to the old enemy 
Shamrock Rovers. But this was followed by an eight match unbeaten run (seven wins and a draw) 
which was broken when Shamrock Rovers were again victorious in the away league match. That, 
however, was not sufficient to put a halt to Dundalk’s gallop and closing wins against Bohs (4-0 in 
Dalymount) and a last match 4-2 win over St. James Gate at the Athletic grounds, left Dundalk with a 
five point winning margin over Shamrock Rovers. The win over Bohs at Dalymount clinched the title 
and Sideliner rejoiced, “there is more than mere justice in the fact that we won the League in 
Dalymount. That field has been a cemetery for our Cup, League and Shield hopes in the past. But 
Saturday’s win wiped out all the bad memories.” 

The real celebrations were reserved for the last League match of the season on Sunday, December 
18th, with the win over St. James’ Gate at the Athletic Grounds. 

Only two League games were lost, both to the Hoops, and the Dundalk defence record was the best 
in the League, particularly away from home, where only ten goals were conceded. 

The campaign also saw the laying of two bogies when first League victories were recorded over both 
Shels and Bohs. The Shels win came on September 24, 1932, by 3-0 at the Athletic Grounds. There 
were double victories over Bohs—first at home on October 9th, (4-2) and in the second last match a 4- 
0 score line gave the first ever Dundalk League win at Dalymount. 
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Jerry McCourt was the captain and Sammy Patton the vice captain. Only 17 players were called on 
throughout the entire League programme and three of them played one game each. 

Ben Lewis and Gordon McDiarmuid did not miss a game. The third member of the defence, Davy 
Nelson was an ever present until he sustained a broken wrist and in his place local player Paddy Clark 
was brought in. The halfback line of Patton, Barney Duffy and Henry Hirst was the strong link in the 
teams performance. Amongst the forwards, Eddie Carroll was one of the most outstanding performers 
and in his effective right wing partnership with Jimmy Mitchell, he demonstrated that he had lost none 
of his goalscoring art that had made him the leading League goal scorer when he had played with 
Dundalk four seasons previously. In the 1930/31 season, he had been Dolphins leading League goal 
scorer with 10 goals. 

Dundalk’s left wing partnership of Gerry McCourt and Mick Burke had scorched many defences 
and collected 6 goals each. John Smith the centre forward who had already shown his ability with 16 
League goals the previous season, knocked in 14 League goals. Dicky Johnstone had been in the centre 
half spot until the arrival of Barney Duffy. Jack McMahon a left-winger from Ardee scored 3 goals early 
in the campaign. Johnny ‘Bunny’ Fallon (a centre half from Sligo) and Jack Slowey played in one game 
each. For the last match of the season, with the League already won, Barney Duffy was rested and 
Harry Cummins came in at right half, with Patton moving to centre half 

The consistency of performances was under-pinned by the fact that seven of the players never 
missed a game (Lewis, McDiarmuid, Hirst, Carroll, Mitchell, Smith and McCourt) while Sammy 
Patton was absent on only one occasion 

The Democrat’s banner headline and review of the players read as follows: 

DUNDALK’S DREAM COMES TRUE—THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY 
Players Who Won League for Dundalk 

In future many arguments will arise as to the players who first brought a Free State League 
Championship to Dundalk. The popular memory is bad. Our football correspondent gives herewith a 
short sketch of the players who have been responsible for the feat that though the first, will, we hope be 
followed many a time in the future. 

Ben Lewis, a Welshman, came to Dundalk last season when Jack Hampton was injured. Was on 
loan to Bray Unknowns, but came here at the beginning of this season. Easily the outstanding 
goalkeeper in the Free State and has been honoured in representative matches. 

Paddy Clarke is probably the luckiest youngster who ever kicked a football. Came straight from 
Junior ranks and wins a Free State League medal in his first season. Looks like developing into a real 
sound defender. Is a Dundalk lad and played first with Saint Patrick’s. 

Gordon McDiarmuid is a mixture of steel and whipcord. A great back with a prodigious drive. 
Tackles sternly. Opposing forwards would as soon run straight for a steamroller as for Gordon. 

Sam Patton is, by common consent, the best right half-back for the past two seasons in Free State 
football. Useful with either foot, heads magnificently and is a terror for work. Worth two men when a 
team looks like being beaten. Was here before for a season, went to the North, but realised that there 
was no team in Ireland like Dundalk. 

Barney Duffy came here after Dundalk’s shallow defeat by Rovers in the first half of the League. 
Has been of great value as a centre-half, where his strength and determination will often turn the 
balance in our favour. 

Henry Hirst was only just a passable forward last season. Then was made left-half, and has been a 
splendid success there. Has a great left hook, which lands the ball in the right place always. Heads 
wonderfully and plays till he falls. 
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Eddie Carroll is the most versatile player in Ireland. Was here years ago and headed the list of 
goal-scorers for a season. Before that won an International Cap when only a boy. Has been our outside 
right this season and sends across peaches every time. 

Jimmy Mitchell —our classical footballer. Shows great control and is a bag of tricks. A great grafter 
who specialises in making openings for his colleagues. Ties an opposing defence into knots every game. 

John Smith, centre forward and the most unselfish player we 
ever had. Has not had the best of luck with his shooting, but 
useful in a line because he holds on like grim death to any and 
every back. Never shirks a tackle—not if the tackier was a lion. 

He scored 14 goals this season, and earned as many more. 

Gerry McCourt is our Captain and luck-bringer. He has 
been here three years and is infinitely popular with the followers, 
and a very useful forward. Never knows when he is beaten—and 
when they think he is beaten he comes again and steals a goal. He 
has brought the game out of the fire more often than anybody 
this season. 

Mick Burke hails from Scotland and has the cleverness of the 
Scot in dribbling the ball. Has improved in every game with us 
and has shown that an outside forward gets chances for goals if he 
knows how to take them. Down in Cork they thought he was 
Alex Morton in disguise. 

Da\^ NEI.SON is the neatest right full in the Free State this season. Walked into the Free State 
League team against the Welsh League, but injury compelled him to stand down. Came back to his 
brightest form again with Dundalk and then sustained a broken wrist in the game against Shelbourne. 
Deserved a League medal if ever a player did—if only for his heroic, yet unsuccessful fight against 
Shamrock Rovers in the League game here. Is a brother of Jimmy Nelson, the Newcastle Captain and 
Scottish International and also of John, a walking encyclopaedia of football talent in the North. 

To celebrate the first League victory a presentation, which realised 105 guineas, was made to the 
players at a ‘big night’ in early January at which the notabilities included the President of the League 
and other prominent administrators of the game in Ireland. 

The organisers of the event were: Patrick McGuinness M.C.C., The Square, Blackrock, James 
Reilly, 2 Demesne Terrace, and Michael McGourty MPSl, Bridge St. 
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The Democrat paid full tribute to the clubs committee and backroom staff: 

“Football clubs can only be successful on the field if the men behind them—those of whom the 
public rarely hear—do their work well. Dundalk has been extremely lucky that its officials off 
the field have been consistent workers and levelheaded men. Much of the success of the side has 
been due to the splendid spirit, which has prevailed amongst the players. From the first game to 
the last the slogan of the players and the officials has been “For the team always”. Here are the 
officials who have so successfully managed the Dundalk Club and who have brought the Free 
State League Championship to our town for the first time:—Chairman, Peadar Halpin; Hon. 
Secretary, Bob Prole; Hon. Treasurer, Jack Ballantine; Representative on League and other 
Committees, Paddy Casey; Committee—^Joe McGrath, Jim Galbraith, Thomas King, Billy Hill, 
Tom Farrelly and Bryce White; Trainer—Steve Wright; Assistant Trainer—Owen Reilly” 

In the first ever double round Shield competition, Dundalk opened with a loss to Shelbourne at 
home on Dec 27th, and after losing to Dolphins in the Cup following a replay, went on a 7-match 
winning sequence to contest the top of the Shield with Shamrock Rovers. Another loss to Shelbourne 
followed but a crucial three-match loss sequence all away from home dented the prospects of a double. 
Winning the last eight home games and closing the campaign with three wins was not sufficient and at 
the end Rovers had a two point winning margin. 

In the FAI Cup, Eddie Carroll scored against his former club Dolphins in the first round drawn 
game with Paddy Clarks own goal tying the match. Eddie scored again in the replay, but Dolphin got 
the winner two minutes from the end of extra-time. Dolphins took Rovers to a final replay before 
losing out by 3-0. 

Joey Donnelly missed the Championship season, but was making his own bit of history with 
Belfast Celtic, winning the Irish League and the City Cup. Joey, at aged 22, was the oldest member of 
one of Belfast Celtics most famous forward lines, who between them went on to win 45 International 
caps. Their forward lineout that season consisted of Johnny Brown (10 caps), Keiler McCullough (5 
caps), Dave ‘Boy’ Martin, Joey Donnelly and Jackie Coulter (10 caps each). 

• Representative Honours. Sammy Patton played on the League of Ireland team that defeated 
the Welsh League by 2-0 in Dublin on Oct 16th 1932. 

A Continental Treat April l6th 1933 

The visit of the Paris amateur team, Stade Francais, to the Athletic Grounds drew a large and 
curious crowd to the Ramparts, who thoroughly enjoyed a 2-2 draw. The home supporter’s apprecia¬ 
tion of the nice moves and the encouragement they gave to the French team drew a comment from the 
visitors that “the Dundalk players and spectators were the best they had seen.” 

The style of the Frenchmen was also giving the locals an early taste of the future, but it left the 
Democrat reporter with a mixture of confusion and fascination: 

“ Speed and dexterity were their strong points.... they side stepped and flicked in a bewildering 
way....but they left their positions without rhyme or reason....if the slightest move went wrong 
they left gaps of terrible width in their defence....every half-back seemed anxious to take the 
ball with him and run out of his place on any and every pretext.. ..continental teams have their 
own peculiarities, including the use of substitutes. And did you notice how their goalkeeper is 
always inclined to dunt an incoming forward with his head.... Very effective but I should 
imagine in a closely and fiercely contested game it would be terribly dangerous—for the keeper. 
Perhaps that’s why in some continental teams, goalkeepers are paid more than Prime Ministers.” 
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Free State League Champions 1932-33 


The League Games 


21-Aug-32 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1 -1 

Smith 

28-Aug-32 

Dolphin 

A 

2-0 

Carroll, McMahon 

4-Sep-32 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-0 

2 Smith, McMahon 

ll-Sep-32 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-1 

McMahon. Patton (p). 
McCourt 

17-Sep-32 

Cork 

H 

1 -0 

Smith 

25-Sep-32 

Shamrock Rovers 

H 

0-2 


2-Oct-32 

Cork Bohemians 

A 

1 -0 

McCourt 

9-0ct-32 

Bohemians 

H 

4-2 

Carroll.McCourt, 
Mitchell. Patton (p) 

15-0ct-32 

St. James' Gate 

A 

3-2 

2 Smith. Burke 

22-Oct-32 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

2-1 

McDiarmuid, Smith 

30-Oct-32 

Dolphin 

H 

5-2 

2(p) Patton. Burke. 
McCourt. Carroll 

5 -N 0 V -32 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-2 

Smith. Mitchell 

13-NOV-32 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

Carroll, Burke 

2 O-N 0 V -32 

Cork 

A 

5-2 

2 Burke. 2 Smith. 
McCourt 

27-NOV-32 

Shamrock Rovers 

A 

1-2 

Burke 

4-Dec-32 

Cork Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

Smith 

lO-Dec-32 

Bohemians 

A 

4-0 

2 Carroll. Mitchell. 
Smith 

18-Dec-32 

St. James' Gate 

H 

4-2 

2 Smith. Patton (p). 
McCourt 



W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pnts 

Dundalk 

13 

3 

2 

44 

21 

29 

Shamrock Rovers 

11 

2 

5 

48 

32 

24 

Shelbourne 

10 

3 

5 

45 

26 

23 

Cork 

10 

1 

7 

35 

35 

21 

Bray Unknowns 

6 

7 

5 

29 

29 

19 

St James' Gate 

8 

1 

9 

39 

41 

17 

Cork Bohemians 

4 

6 

8 

30 

38 

14 

Dolphin 

5 

4 

9 

28 

^ 39 

14 

Bohemians 

4 

5 

9 

24 

40 

13 

Drumcondra 

1 

4 

13 

22 

43 
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1932-33 Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SHL 

AO 

Smith. John 

29 

14 


14 

1 

Carroll. Eddie 

15 

6 

2 

4 

3 

Burke. Mick 

15 

6 


9 


Patton. Sammy 

14 

5 


7 

2 

McCourt, Gerry 

13 

6 


6 i 

1 

Mitchell. Jimmy 

6 

3 


3 


McMahon. Jack 

3 

3 




Hirst. Henry 

2 



2 


MacDiarmuid. G 

1 

1 




Duffy. Barney 

1 



1 


Johnstone. Dicky 

1 



1 


32-33 Total 

100 

44 

2 

47 
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1932-33 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 

POS 


League Appearances 

Lge Home 

9 

7 

1 

1 

22 

11 



Ben Lewis 

18 

Mick Burke 

12 

Lge Away 

9 

6 

2 

1 

22 

10 



Gordon McDiarmuid 

18 

Barney Duffy 

11 

League 

18 

13 

3 

2 

44 

21 

WIH 


Henry Hirst 

18 

Paddy Clarke 

6 

FAI Cup 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

3 

IstR 


Eddie Carroll 

18 

Jack McMahon 

6 

Shield 

18 

12 

1 

5 

47 

30 

RU 


Jimmy Mitchell 

18 

Dicky Johnston 

5 

Leinster Cup 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2ndR 


John Smith 

18 

Harry Cummins 

1 

Pres Cup 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 



Gerry McCourt 

18 

Jack Slowey 

1 

Total 

42 

26 

7 

9 

100 

61 



Sam Patton 

17 

Johnny Fallon 

1 









Davy Nelson 

12 
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1933/34 


A new playing schedule was adopted when the season opened with the first round of a double 
round Shield competition, followed by the League and the year finishing out with the second round 
Shield games. 

Early in the season, the previous year’s Presidents Cup was completed and wins over Shels and Bray 
(after a replay) yielded another Dundalk v Shamrock Rovers Cup final, with victory going to the Hoops 
by 2-0. Wins over Brideville and Shels in the Leinster Senior Cup were followed by a semi-final loss to 
Drums. 

Shield results were average but with the Championship flag flying at the Athletic Grounds, league 
performances showed a big improvement. However a Gerry McCourt O.G. in a 1-0 loss to Shels at the 
end of December left Cork with a 3-point gap over Dundalk coming into the New Year. The New Year 
brought four important victories with two League wins and two Cup successes in the first round 
against non-League team Sligo Rovers and in the second round against Bohs. Before a gate of £170 at 
the Athletic Grounds, Gerry Godwin scored the only goal in the 83rd minute in the Bohs game. 

The following weekend, again at the Athletic Grounds, Bohs got their revenge with a 1-0 win in 
the League. 

The semi-final of the Cup brought Dundalk against League 
leaders Cork and in an “epic cup struggle” Cork came back from 
a 2 goal deficit to earn a replay, with all goals coming in a hectic 
second half 

‘Sideliner’ in the Dundalk Democrat was in raptures over 
the game. 
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FREE STATE CUP 
Semi-Final 

Souvenir ProgTcunme 


DUNDALK. 


“Who could feel downhearted when he had just seen the 
finest two teams in Free State football for years gave us 
an epic game. It was a battle of giants, but whereas many 
of our modern giants perform on such occasion as if they 
had risen from a twenty course feed on Olympus, these 
giants showed that the importance of the occasion was 
fully realised by them, and that no matter if they had 
never played another game, they had to play it then. No 
praise is good enough for these two teams”. 

“Ninety minutes of fast, hectic play, of swift moves 
and swifter changes, of brilliant solo efforts, of 
wonderful goals and more wonderful saves”. 


V cr )U5. 


CORK. 


at 


D4LVMOUNT l*ARK 

SUMOAY, 11th FEBRUARY 1934 


KICK OFF a-SOP.W 


Programme - One Penny 


The replay was scheduled for three weeks later. One week after the Cup draw, Dundalk scored an 
important League win over Cork at the Athletic Grounds to leave the top of the League table with four 
teams still in the hunt, with only 3 remaining League games: Dundalk and Bohemians 21 points; Cork 
and Shamrock Rovers 20 points. 

The attendance at the League game against Cork “must have been a record for a soccer game here” 
and included 400 who came from Belfast on a special train. Dundalk’s League and Cup expectations 
were high but in the space of three weeks everything turned sour. Tommy Godwin was having a great 
season at centre half and according to Sideliner was deserving of an International appearance but he got 
a nasty injury. Sam Patton was moved to centre half and the team effort was disrupted. 

The Cup replay against Cork went to 40 minutes extra time before ending 1-1, on a wet day which 
made conditions extremely difficult and which drew the following comment from Sideliner— 













“In a well ordered country with a proper concept of duties to human beings those who 
ordained that the second period of extra-time should be played under such conditions would 
have been charged with cruelty. There are penalties imposed for overworking animals. 
Apparently football players are denied that protection which we give to our horses and 
donkeys.** 

The second replay was held on the following Wednesday at Milltown. Cork led 1-0 at half time 
from a penalty awarded harshly against Sammy Patton for an accidental handball at the edge of the box 
when there was no danger. A great one-two between Billy Delea and Eddie Carroll gave Dundalk a 
deserved equaliser but in a very strong finish Cork got the winner. 

The defeated Dundalk team was: Lewis, Clarke, Richards, G. Godwin, Patton, Hurst, Carroll, 
Atkins, Delea, McCourt, Burke. 

To compound matters, the last three League games were lost, all against lowly placed teams giving a 
fourth place finishing spot, six points behind League winners Bohemians. 

The second round of the Shield was an anti-climax, although to everyone’s surprise Dundalk 
defeated the three Shield contenders (Bohs, Rovers and James Gate) on successive weekends. Shels, who 
were in dispute with the League, did not fulfil their Shield fixture against Dundalk. For the last match 
of the season, an away game in Cork, Dundalk travelled with “half a team** and their opponents 
supplied the rest in a 4-0 loss. 

This was another season which promised much and delivered little and in which the perennial 
financial problems were a constant background to the on-field activity. 

Finances, or the lack of them 

From the very first season, the need to balance the books was a permanent feature in the manage¬ 
ment of the clubs affairs, nor was that a peculiarly Dundalk consideration. Over the years, matches 
against Northern clubs had been a major source of funds but a League ban on such matches had hit 
Dundalk particularly hard. A home and away challenge between the club and Belfast Celtic in 1933, 
when they had won their respective Championships, would have been a huge money-spinner. Making 
matters worse was the imposition of an entertainment tax, which took £700 in a season. 

Nor was the Cup a gold mine. The Cup match against Sligo had gate receipts of £140 but after 
entertainment tax and expenses, each team got £47 and of its share Dundalk had to pay £10 ground 
rent. Qualifiers for the Cup Semi-Final got one sixth of the two gates, while the Cup finalists divided 
one third between them, with the Association retaining the remainder. The share out of the important 
League tie against Bohs was typical. 


Gate 

160 

Tax 

33 

Expenses inc. Ref 

13 

FAI Share 15% 

8 

Costs 

56 

Net 

104 


Each club received £57 and again Dundalk had to pay £10 Ground Rent. Compounding these 
problems for Dundalk was that “hundreds of people who formerly patronised the dearer part of the 
ground now go to the cheaper end”. 

A public meeting was held in January 1934 in the News Room of the Town Hall to launch an 
appeal for funds. Mr. John McGuinness was mainly responsible for organising the meeting and 
speakers included James McGee, Chairman of the Louth County Council, Peadar Halpin, Bob Prole, 
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Dan O’Connell, P. McGuinness, James Coburn, V. Warren, and Albert Huckle. A collection raised £50 
in a few minutes and a committee was set up to raise funds. The following were nominated: 
Mrs. Cregan, V. O’Connell, V. Warren, J. Doris, T. Farrelly, (Ardee) M. McGourty, P. Halpenny, 
L. Goodman Jnr, P. McGuinness, P. S. Donegan, T. McNello (Ardee) John Byrne and J. Paul (Louth) J. 
C. Morgan, and Dr. Donegan (Dunleer) Dr. Moonan and RJ. Connolly (Ravensdale), J. Gormley, P. 
Pettigrew, Alex Warren, James Coburn T.D. H. Fanning and P. Kirk. 

W. Russell and Dan O’Connell were appointed Treasurers and John McGuinness and S. Prole 
became Honorary Secretaries. The dominant feelings expressed at the meeting were the need to support 
the club “through what might be the darkest hour”. 

The following subscriptions were handed in: 

£3. 3. 0. Daniel O’Connell 

£2. 2. 0. Each, Bernard McGuinness, C. McMahon Russell, Jack O’Callaghan, James O’Rourke 
(H. Backhouse & Co.), Michael McGourty, John McGuiness Park St. 

£1. 1.0. Mrs. L Cregan, £1 Each. Peter Sloan, Peter Halpin, Vincent J. O’Connell, William 
McDonald, Anonymous, Philip Smith, Peter Callan, Blackrock, Patrick J. McGuinness, 
Blackrock, Peter McKeown, Patrick Markey, Laurence Goodman Jun., John Ballantine, Thomas 
Farrelly, Ardee, Patrick Coleman, Robert S. Prole, James Devlin, Joseph Magrath. 

10s. Each. Alexander Warren, Eric Byrne, Clanbrassil St., Dan McCaughey, John Byrne, Bank 
of Ireland, Patrick Moore, Nicholas McCourt, Peter Goodman Jun, James Coburn TD., 
Monaghan United EC., J. Reilly 

5s. John McEvoy 

A grand total of £39. Is 0. was collected. 

Later the following notice appeared in the Democrat. 

The Honorary Treasurers of the Special Fund being organised beg to acknowledge the following 
further subscriptions: 

£2, An Old Supporter. £1. 16s. 0. Duffner Bros. £1. Is. Each, Francis P. Johnston, Solicitor and 
A.N. Evans Jun, Munster And Leinster Bank. £1. Each, James H. Murphy, Solicitor, Thomas 
Watters Earl St., Valentine Warren, Jocelyn St., John R. McDonald, Castle Rd., A Friend, 
Ardee, Dublin Supporter 

10s Each. M. Ginnetry, A Friend, Miss Byrne, The Crescent, Frank Malone, Dublin Rd. 5s. 
Each, Thomas Patton, St. Mary’s Rd., Messrs. Daly Bros. Park St., Miss Murphy, The Crescent, 
Mr. Muckian, Stapleton Place. Smaller Subscriptions, I6s. 

Total Acknowledged £16. Os Od. 

• Eddie Carroll’s career goals with Dundalk reached 109, becoming the first club player to 
reach the century. 

• The Shield match against Shels was not played, and Dundalk were awarded the points. 

• The Presidents Cup games were completing the 1932/33 competition. 
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1933-34 

Back: Stephen Wright (Manager/Trainer), Eddie Carroll, Billy Delea, Ben Lewis, James Brannigan, 

Tommy Godwin, Henry Hirst. 

Front: Len Richards, Gerry Godwin, Mickey Burke, Gerry McCourt (Captain), Sammy Patton, jack Aitkins, 

Paddy Clarke. 


1933-34 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

League Home 

9 

8 

0 

1 

23 

5 


League Away 

9 

1 

3 

5 

10 

20 


League 

18 

9 

3 

6 

33 

25 

4th 

FAl Cup 

5 

2 

2 

1 

9 

5 

SF 

Shield 

18 

8 

4 

6 

33 

32 

4th 

Leinster Cup 

3 

2 

0 

1 

9 

3 

SF 

Pres Cup 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

5 

RU 

33-34 Total 

48 

23 

10 

15 

90 

70 



1933-34 

TOT 

L 

FAl 

SH 

LSC 

PRS 

Carroll. Eddie 

19 

8 

1 

9 


1 

Burke, Mick 

16 

7 

2 

5 

1 

1 

Delea, Billy 

11 

4 

2 

5 



McCourt. Gerry 

10 

3 

1 

4 

2 


Aitkins, Jack 

5 

4 

1 




Godwin, Gerry 

5 

1 

2 

2 



McLaughlin, Sam 

5 

1 



2 

2 

Godwin. Tommy 

5 



1 

3 

1 

Patton, Sammy 

4 

2 


2 



Donnelly, Peter 

4 



4 



Hodder, Tom 

2 

2 





Brannigan. James 

1 

1 





Clancy. 

1 



1 



Hirst. Henry 

1 





1 

McCann, Joe 

1 




1 


33-34 Total 

90 

33 

9 

33 

9 

6 
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1934/35 


Sideliner on the Closed Season 

“I often think that the wisest man ever connected with soccer was the lad who invented a close 
season. He was a clever one, right enough. Towards the end of a season you are getting tired of 
looking at the same sides. You have seen your favourites play them all and you have almost 
exhausted the vocabulary praising your hero (and at times, condemning one who doesn’t please 
you). The break during the summer clears the mind and gives a fresh zest. You come back keen 
as mustard for the game and wondering what the new lads are going to bring forth. Already the 
enthusiasts are talking. At street corners lads are heading goals in anticipation and they are 
speculating on how this player and that will pan out in his new jersey.” 

A third League format competition, for the Dublin City Cup, was introduced. Sligo Rovers and 
Waterford took the place of Shelbourne and Cork Bohemians, leaving ten teams in the League. Gerry 
McCourt replaced Steve Wright, who had been the trainer-coach in the Championship winning year. 
Gerry would remain as trainer until 1947 and again from 1950-1955. 

Gerry’s place as captain was taken by the popular Henry Hirst and he would retain that honour for 
the following two seasons. Joey Donnelly returned from Belfast Celtic while Jack Atkins departed for 
Dolphins where Eddie Carroll joined him in mid season. These two Dundalk cast-offs were instrumen¬ 
tal in helping Dolphins to win the Championship sharing 15 goals between them (Jack with 8 and 
Eddie with 7). 

There were a handful of new signings: W. Philips an inside left who had been with Tottenham 
Hotspurs the previous season; Billy Powell, from Lincoln City, the club to which Steve Wright had 
been appointed manager; Albert Evans, inside right from Cardiff City; Williams, goalkeeper; Edwards, 
centre half 

By Christmas time all were gone except Billy Powell. 

The pre Christmas departure of Eddie Carroll and Peter Donnelly meant that by Cup time only 
four members of the team which played at the beginning of the season were still around, namely Billy 
Powell, Henry Hirst, Joey Donnelly and Gerry Godwin. 

A Trip to Sligo 

In the middle of August, Dundalk travelled to play newly elected Sligo Rovers in a friendly and lost 
by 2-0, with two members of the Brookville team, Billy O’Neill and Mickey Lennon, making their 
senior debut. But an injury to new keeper Williams saw Billy take over between the sticks “and 
completely surprised the spectators by his display.” 

Dundalk’s first visit to the Showgrounds for a competitive match was on November 18th for a 
League game that ended 1-1, after an adventurous journey. 

Sideliner reported: 

“There were only two cars and into these 12 people were packed with the drivers. 24 miles 
short of Sligo one of the cars broke down. It was getting late and to be in time for the game it 
was necessary that all the players—twelve of them—should be bundled into one car and make a 
dash for Sligo. You can picture them in the car, legs and arms sticking out everywhere. The only 
consolation was that the unfortunate driver wasn’t charged with over loading. Anyway, they got 
to Sligo about 2.30pm for a 3 o’clock kick off 

They hadn’t time for a bite; all of them had been fasting for 8 hours. Despite these 
handicaps, and if you ever made such a journey in a crowded car you can appreciate their 
feelings, they played remarkably good football, tackled the Sligo players at their own game and 
took a point home with them. I call that a really great performance”. 
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Throughout the 3 League format competitions, 

(League, Shield and City Cup) the Dundalk performances 
were always middle of the table. Best performances came 
again in the Cup campaign but there were losses in the 
finals of both the Leinster Senior Cup and the FAI Cup. 

The year was largely dominated by the rise to promi¬ 
nence of a growing number of local players, two of whom, 

Joey Donnelly and Billy O’Neill would achieve the highest 
honour of selection to the Irish International team. 

Joey Donnelly 

Without doubt the greatest player Dundalk ever produced. Winger, 
inside forward, penalty taker, goal scorer (70 League goals alone and 4 
for Ireland) but his favourite position was wing half From that position 
his skilful ball play and excellent reading of the game, allied to pinpoint 
passing with either foot over long or short distances, opened up many 
defences. Only 57” and slightly built, he was also very difficult to 
dispossess. 

He made his Dundalk competitive debut in September 1929. In 
the 1930/31 season he was a member of the most prolific Dundalk 
forward line ever and played in his first of three losing Cup finals that 
season when Dundalk lost out to Shamrock Rovers in a replay. In 
1931/32 he scored twice against Shamrock Rovers in a stunning 7-3 
victory, which gave Dundalk their first trophy, the Presidents Cup, and 
in April, 1932, his good form earned selection for a trial game to select the Irish International team. 

Two successful seasons followed with Belfast Celtic and by August 1934 Joey was back with 
Dundalk. His first Cap came in December 1934 versus Hungary and although on the losing side by 4- 
2, Joey scored a brilliant debut goal. He became a regular on the Irish team until 1937 earning 10 caps. 
His last representative appearance came for the League of Ireland against the Irish League on March 
17th 1938, when his performance earned this rapturous assessment by the Irish News reporter 

“His ball control and his happy knack of filling the inside left, left half and sometimes inside 
right berth, reminded one of Alex James at his best. I haven’t seen a better inside forward 
display in years”. 



Joey Donnelly 


Leinster Cup 



1934-35 

Dolphin 

A 

3-2 

2 Phillips, Carroll 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-1 

Donnelly 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

6-1 

3 Peter Donnelly. 

2 J Donnelly, McCourt 

Distillery 

A 

1-0 

McCourt 

St. James' Gate 

N 

1-2 

Gaughran 


After three losing FAI Cup appearances in 1931, 1935 and 1938, he got his just rewards in 1942 
when he captained Dundalk to a thrilling 3-1 victory over red-hot favourites Cork United. Now in his 
favourite wing half role, his ball control and fitness allied to his link up with right-winger Paddy Barlow 
unhinged many defences. 

He quit Oriel Park at the end of the 1946-47 season, but had one final taste of glory in 1963 when 
he was manager of the Dundalk team that defeated Zurich 2-1, the first Republic of Ireland club to win 
an away game in European competition. His well-merited elevation to the FAI Hall of Fame award in 
1991 was a fitting finale to a man who for almost 20 seasons gave pleasure to two generations of local 
supporters, who took pride in his International achievements. 

For all those years he brightened many an otherwise gloomy winter’s afternoon at the Athletic 
Grounds and Oriel Park and he left a store of great memories for those who had the privilege of seeing 
him play. 

He holds three Dundalk scoring records, career best (142), League best (70), and FAI Cup best (14). 


83 










Billy O’Neill 

Billy O’Neill s place in the Dundalk Hall of Fame is secure. His 
first International cap came in December 1935, a month before his 
nineteenth birthday and his last in May 1939 was also the last 
International game played by Ireland before the War. It would be 1946 
before another Irish team would tog out. In just three and a half years, 

Billy won 11 caps and he was only 23 years of age when winning his 
last. Only two pre-war players earned more Irish caps and both were 
over longer periods than Billy, Joe O’Reilly (Aberdeen, Brideville, St. 

James Gate) with 20 from 1932-1939 and Jimmy Dunne (Sheffield 
United, Arsenal, Southampton, Shamrock Rovers) with 15 from 1930- 
1939. He was on a losing Irish side on only two occasions and none of 
his six foreign appearances were lost. 

But, astonishingly for a right full-back, Billy’s claim to fame started 
as a goal scorer with Dundalk. How did that happen? 

He was a member of the Brookville team that won the Dundalk 
and District Leagues Second Division title in 1933 and the following 
year landed the double of First Division and Cup. Up to the 1934/35 season, the number of locals 
playing for Dundalk had been the exception rather than the rule, but that was about to change, thanks 
to a combination of circumstances. 

First the club’s poor financial position forced them to lower the number of professionals and, 
secondly, the growing evidence of talent emerging from the Dundalk and District Junior League. 

By late December 1934 ‘Sidelined was commenting favourably on the influx of local talent. 

“Perhaps the most heartening sign in football this season was the extraordinary strides made by 
local players. Not many years ago there were good judges who seemed to think that locals 
would rarely, if ever, show form good enough to be included in the Free State League team. 
Their judgement has been proved to be entirely wrong. In recent games there have been many 
occasions on which five local lads were fielded by Dundalk, and we who have been to the games 
can guarantee that the side was not weakened by the inclusion of these boys. Rather the reverse. 
This is most hopeful for the development of the game on the right lines. It now looks within 
the bounds of probability that in two years from now we shall be able to field an all-Dundalk 
soccer side, at least capable of holding their own in the Free State football. Not so long ago 
nobody would have believed it. But Paddy Clarke, Joe Donnelly, Tom and Gerry Godwin, 
Mick Gernon, Mick Byrne and Frank Gaughran are showing that there is a wealth of good 
material locally ready and waiting to get a chance to show its form”. 

After appearing in a pre-season visit to the newly promoted Sligo, Billy O’Neill had been selected 
on a junior team that played against the full Dundalk team in a pre season trial and was reported as 
“bringing off some typical and daring tackles and he kicked well”. 

He got his first team call up to play in an away Shield match against Waterford in early October 
that finished 3-3. “He showed neither fear or greenness”. He was retained for the following Sunday’s 
home tie with Drums. “All through the game young O’Neill was very good and in the first half he was 
a star. He kicked the ball well, went into the game with confidence and showed the right spirit. I liked 
him immensely.” High praise for the young right-full not yet 18 years of age. Billy Powell was his full 
back partner. But the departure of forwards Eddie Carroll and Peter Donnelly, a spate of injuries and 
the absent Joey Donnelly receiving his first cap, presented a major problem for the late December 
League game against Drums at Tolka Park. Somebody had a brainwave and played Billy O’Neill at 
centre forward! 
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Billy O’Neill 





To everyones surprise Dundalk won by 4-0, with a forward line that consisted of Gerry McCourt 
and 4 local juniors, Billy, Mick Gernon, Frank Gaughran and Mick Byrne. Mick Byrne scored in the 
first five minutes and Billy O’Neill scored the other three, two from penalties. 

Retained at centre forward, he went on to finish Dundalk’s leading goal scorer in the League with 
10 goals from only 11 games. For good measure, he scored another League hat trick in a 4-3 victory 
over Drumcondra. He continued as centre forward throughout the Cup campaign, scoring in every 
round including one in the 4-3 final loss to Bohemians. 

His later deeds for Dundalk and Ireland would be at right-full, but to the Dundalk supporters for 
those six months in 1935, Billy O’Neill was a goal scoring centre forward! 

FAI Cup 1935 

In the run up to the first round match against Shamrock Rovers at Milltown, Dundalk had run 
into form with a string of six unbeaten games, including a 5-1 win over title contenders Bohs on the 
week before. 

With Len Richards and Tommy Godwin dominating the Rovers forward line, the midfield play of 
McCourt and Donnelly gave Dundalk the edge and a goal from Billy O’Neill after 34 minutes settled 
the affair. Rovers lodged a protest, alleging that three or four of the Dundalk team were well known 
Irish League players, playing in the Irish League on a Saturday and with Dundalk on Sundays. 

The complaint was thrown out—according to Sideliner, “The decision was obvious from the start. 
It ended as I thought it would, in a bottle of smoke”. 

Sideliner saw absolutely nothing wrong in the practice or in the use of “pen-names” for the 
purposes of publicity! He was highly critical of Rovers for “telling tales out of school”. 

The second round game against Dublin Leinster League team. Distillery, played at Shelbourne 
Park, was a robust game with the non-League team taking the lead after 15 minutes. Dundalk equalised 
two minutes later when Billy O’Neill finished a Goodwin, Hirst, McCourt move. Dundalk’s winner 
came from a penalty converted by ‘Mills’ after Gerry McCourt was upended in the box. 

The game had a tragic sequel. Sam Beattie, the Distillery right back, had been in a collision with a 
Dundalk player and both were knocked out. Beattie appeared all right and continued playing. After he 
had gone home he became ill and died the following day in hospital. 

In the interval before the semi-final clash with Rovers, Billy O’Neill continued to impress at centre 
forward, scoring his second League hat trick in a 4-3 win over Drums and making the fourth goal for 
Micky Lennon. 

Sligo were the popular favourites to advance to the final, having overcome St. James Gate and 
whacked Cork 5-1. 18,000, who paid £725 turned out on a rain drenched day and saw Dundalk 
emerge clear 2-0 winners, thanks to goals from ‘Gaughran’ and Billy O’Neill. Stars for Dundalk were 
Henry Hirst, Gaughran, the Godwin brothers and the keeper Peter McMahon. 

In the build up to the Dundalk’s second Cup Final the Dundalk Democrat provided pen pictures of 
the local team. “ A few notes on the eleven who play for us tomorrow will be of interest.” 

Peter McMahon —Comes from Lurgan and has played practically all his football in the Irish 
League. A few years ago was reckoned the second best goalkeeper in the North. Found his form with 
Dundalk in the last three months and was magnificent in the big games. Doesn’t get flurried even in a 
strenuous Cup-tie. Extremely popular with the other players, and his backs have plenty of confidence 
in him. 

Billy Powell —Learned his football with Lincoln City and has been a very successful back since he 
came here. Has two good sure feet. Kicks strongly, tackles keenly and is never beaten. Glories in a big 
match. 
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Len Richards —Our left Full and perhaps the most polished Full in the Free State. Rarely balloons 
a ball or drives it to touch. Is regarded as the best placer oF a return we ever had in this position. Cool 
always and when it comes to in-Football can give points to the cleverest forward. A Welshman with 
plenty of experience in big games. 

Gerry Godwin —A home product, learned his Football with St. Patricks and has been such a good 
right half that he has built himself into the team. Played as a Forward before that. Strong, sturdy and 
has a great shot. Combines well with the lads in Front of him and tackles well. Was unfortunate that a 
great shot of his hit the crossbar against Sligo instead of going under. 

Tom Godwin —Brother of Gerry and another product of St. Patricks. Played most of his Football 
with junior teams as a centre Forward where his cleverness in heading was invaluable. Has developed 
into a great centre-half. Long of stride and with plenty of intelligence he holds the best of the centre 
forwards in the hollow of his hands. Good team man and always plays according to his captains orders. 

Henry Hirst —Captain and star worker. Never knows what it is to be beaten. A1 team man would 
play until he fell from exhaustion. When the ball is in the air its ten to one Henry Hirst gets it. Slashes 
well into the goalmouth and fights like a hero until the last second. Has been with us for years. Played 
in last Cup Final in 1931 as inside left. A gentleman on the field and off. 

Jim Mills —Outside right; learned his football up north and came here because we were short of a 
good thrusting forward. Full of guts’ and has plenty of speed and a good shot. Tackles anything lighter 
than Slieve Gullion. 

Joe Donnelly —Came from St. Malachy’s, won his spurs with Dundalk and spent a season with 
Belfast Celtic. Thought outside left was his best place until he was tried as inside right and is outstand¬ 
ing in that position. The best inside forward in the State—played a “blinder” against Hungary. Works 
the ball in less space than anyone else. The artist of the side and one with great shot in either foot. 
When Joe gets the ball there’s always danger for the opposition for he uses more head than brawn. 

Billy O’Neill —Hardly known till he came from Brookville as a back. Did well. Dundalk were 
stuck for a centre forward and put Billy O’Neill there. Played so well we have all confidence in him as 
the best shot of the line. Young, strong and plucky with a turn of speed that bewilders opposition. 
Many of the Dublin backs think he is a torpedo. Got a goal against Sligo and hopes to get more than 
that to-morrow. 

Gerry McCourt —Dundalk’s key man and best servant the club ever had. Can still keep it up 
with the best of them in the front line. Uses his brains always and gets a goal when least expected. 
Trains the team and says they never were fitter than they are for this game. Hopes to get tomorrow the 
Cup medal he should have got three years ago. 

W. Gaughran —^A junior from the North, who has plenty of speed and can centre a ball gloriously. 
Was a star against Sligo and kept his feet better than any other player of the 22. A good shot and won’t 
get flurried by the importance of the occasion. Should make a great wing with Gerry. 

For the final against Bohs more than 2000 travelled from Dundalk by rail alone in a 22,000 crowd 
(£1350 receipts). Dundalk with three players from the beaten 1931 team, Gerry McCourt, Henry Hirst 
and Joey Donnelly, were outplayed in the first half by Bohemians. A brilliant goal in the first ten 
minutes by Jimmy Menton was cancelled by Billy O’Neill’s equaliser after 15 minutes. (Billy was 
maintaining his goal per round record in the Cup). 

Two goals inside two minutes from Billy Jordan gave 
Bohs a 3-1 lead. Dundalk came back with a brilliant Gerry 
McCourt header from a corner, but inside another four 
minutes Fred Horlacher left a half time score of 4-2. The 
Dundalk defence steadied in the second half but the only 
reward was a Tommy Godwin goal with twenty minutes 


FAI CUP^1934-35 


Shamrock R's 

A 1-0 

Billy O'Neill 

Distillery 

A 2-1 

O'Neill, 'Mills'(pen) 

Sligo Rovers 

N 2-0 

Gaughran, O'Neill 

Bohemians 

N 3-4 

O'Neill, McCourt, 



T Godwin 
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remaining. Bohs were deserving winners. Dundalk never got over the defensive lapses of the first half, 
but Gaughran, Billy O’Neill and the Godwins could be proud of their efforts. 

Dundalk: Peter McMahon, Billy Power, Len Richards, Gerry Godwin, Tommy Godwin, Henry 
Hurst, ‘Mills’, Joey Donnelly, Billy O’Neill, Jerry McCourt, ‘Craig’ Gaughran. 


Illegal Players Lose Out (From ' Gillette Book of the FAI Cup), 

“The 1935 final is renowned as the highest scoring Cup final, with Bohemians edging out 
Dundalk 4-3, but it also has another claim to fame—it featured the highest number of illegal 
players, two, and both lined out for Dundalk. The proximity of Dundalk to the border with 
Northern Ireland obviously proved too much of a temptation in those days when the Cup came 
round and the players listed as Mills and Gaughran in the final lineout were, in fact, prominent 
Irish League players. 

Jimmy ‘Ginger’ Mai ley who later had a legitimate spell with Dundalk and also played for 
Plymouth Argyle, was right-winger ‘Mills’ correct identity; while the outside-left, who assumed 
the name Gaughran, was a player called Craig from Glenavon. “They played on Saturday in the 
Irish League and on Sunday with Dundalk,” recalled Joey Donnelly, inside-right on that 
Dundalk team. 

In the first round tie away to Shamrock Rovers, 
which Dundalk won 1-0, the Border club fielded 
Black of Portadown, one of the best players in the 
North, under the name Gernon. Rovers obviously 
smelled a rat and subsequently objected to two of 
the Dundalk players but they lost the objection, as 
they couldn’t prove their point.” 


- 1935/36 

The End of an Era 

The League was extended to twelve clubs with the election of two Dublin teams, Brideville and Reds 
United, and Shelbourne’s dispute with the authorities was still not resolved. To make room for a 22- 
game League and an 11-game Shield, the Dublin City Cup became a knockout competition, played at 
the end of the season. Dundalk failed to make any impression in either the Shield (4th) or the League, 
finishing a distant 15 points behind Bohemians. All the 
excitement was reserved for the knockout competitions. 

Leinster Cup wins over Bray, Dolphin and Bohs were 
rewarded with an appearance in the St. Stephen’s Day final 
for the second year running, and another final day loss, this 
time to Drums by 2-0. 


Leinster Cup 
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Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-1 

2 Sayers 

Dolphin 

H 

6-0 

4 Sayers, 2 Morgan 

Bohemians 

A 

3-1 

Donnelly, O'Neill, Mailey 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-2 
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1934-35 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

Lge Home 

9 

5 

2 

2 

21 

15 


Lge Away 

9 

3 

2 

4 

16 

17 


League 

18 

8 

4 

6 

37 

32 

5th 

FAI Cup 

4 

3 

0 

1 

8 

5 

RU 

Shield 
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4 

1 

4 

17 

20 

7th 

City Cup 

9 

2 

3 

4 

13 

15 

7th 

Leinster Cup 5 

3 

1 

1 

12 

6 

RU 

Total 

45 

20 

9 

16 

87 

78 



1934-35 Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

LS 

O'Neill. Billy 

16 

10 

4 


2 


Donnelly, Peter 

13 

3 


7 


3 

Donnelly, Joey 

11 

6 


2 


3 

McCourt. Gerry 

9 

6 

1 



2 

Gaughran, 'Craig' 

6 

4 

: 1 



1 

Lennon, Mick 

5 

4 


; 1 



Godwin. Tommy 

4 

1 

: 1 

; 1 

1 


Mailey, Jim 'Mills' 

4 

1 

: 1 


2 


Gaughran,Fra 

4 

1 



3 


Byrne. Mick 

3 

1 



2 


Carroll, Ed die 

3 



2 


1 

Flanagan. 

3 



3 



Philips. W 

3 



; 1 


2 

Gernon. Mick 

2 




: 2 


o.g. 

1 




; 1 


Total 

87 

37 

8 

17 

13 

12 


















In the FAI Cup the opening home match was a canter against non-league team B&I and an easy 7- 
1 win. 

Second round opponents were Reds United, the League newcomers, who had already defeated 
Dundalk in the Shield, but in another Athletic Grounds tie, goals from Joe Sayers and Jim Mailey were 
enough to earn a semi final appearance, against Shamrock Rovers. The Hoops were not having a partic¬ 
ularly good year and in two meetings earlier in the season Dundalk had emerged victorious in high 
scoring games, by 5-3 in the Shield and by 6-5 in the League, both games at Glenmalure Park. This was 
Dundalk’s sixth semi final in eight years, while Rovers had already six Cup wins to their credit. 

An estimated 18,000-attendance saw a four-goal semi final thriller on a boggy Dalymount pitch 
and in a cold cross wind, which made ball control very difficult. Morgan put Dundalk ahead in the first 
five minutes with Paddy Moore equalising. Sacky Glen restored Rovers advantage after 20 minutes 
from a penalty conceded by Billy O’Neill for a trip when there was little danger of a goal. Rovers were 
on top for the remainder of the half but excellent defending by Billy Powell and Tommy Godwin 
prevented any further scores. Gerry McCourt was an inspiring figure in Dundalk’s second half 
comeback and scored a great equaliser after 25 minutes. 

The replay on the following Wednesday was staged at the Iveagh Grounds in Crumlin in terrible 
conditions, with the entire pitch deep in mud and the heavy rain “made it almost impassable”. In the 
first minute Mailey’s shot came back off the crossbar while two minutes later Morgan missed a sitter. 
Other chances went abegging before Joe Sayers scored, only to be disallowed by the Referee for offside 
(he admitted afterwards that he had made a mistake). 

Rovers responded with 2 quick goals with 20 minutes remaining and a late rally by Dundalk 
brought only a consolation goal with practically the last kick of the game, a penalty scored by Billy 
O’Neill but given in peculiar circumstances. With Dundalk pressing, someone in the crowd blew a 
whistle and thinking the game was over, a Rovers defender picked up the ball in the penalty area. The 
referee, not using the discretion that he is vested with, gave a penalty. Dundalk had ample chances but 
in the final analysis Rovers adopted better to the terrible conditions. 

Rovers beat the popular favourites Cork in the final, with Jimmy Turnbull scoring a late consola¬ 
tion goal for Cork to round out his Cup campaign goals to 11 in 6 games, setting a Cup record which 
still stands. 

March 19th 1936 

The last game of the year at the Athletic Grounds was a typical end of season match against 
Brideville, with little interest for either side and was “for four fifths of the time as dull as ditchwater”. 
Brideville were deserving 1-0 leaders when Dundalk got a fluky equaliser from Patterson. Then in the 
last movement, the Brideville keeper thumped clear and Tommy Godwin dashed in to head the winner. 
When the keeper picked the ball out of the net, the Ref whistled for full time. 

By next season Dundalk would have re-located to the Garrick Road. Dundalk Team: McMahon; 
O’Neill, Powell; McAfee, Godwin, O’Boyle; Patterson, Donnelly, Morgan, McCourt, Mailey. 

The Dublin City Cup competition came at the tail end 
of the season. The opening match resulted in a 5-1 win 
over Reds United at Dalymount Park. Reds, who would be 
replaced by Shelbourne for the following season, were 
playing in their last competitive match. St. James Gate 
were defeated in the Semi Final by 2-1 and at the 
beginning of May, Bohs were 4-3 winners over Dundalk in 
the final played at Dalymount. In the absence of Donnelly, O’Neill, and McCourt on International 
duty and some injuries, a makeshift team fought back from a 4-goal deficit and almost snatched a draw. 


City Cup 



1935-36 

Reds Utd 

A 

5-1 

Powell. Mailey. Gaughran. 

Paton. O'Boyle 

St. James’ G 

N 

2-1 

Gaughran(F). Godwin (T) 

Bohemians 

N 

3-4 

Paton. Morgan. Mailey 
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Billy O’Neill earned his first International cap in Dec 1935, when Ireland went down by 5- 
3 against Holland, on a day when Joey Donnelly was receiving his fourth cap. Tommy 
Godwin and Hugh Morgan were on the final panel for selection, all four players having 
progressed from local junior football. 


1935/36y A Vintage Year for Goal Scorers 

This was a vintage year for goal scorers in the League of Ireland, with nine players each scoring at 
least sixteen goals in the League alone. Pride of place went to Jimmy Turnbull (Cork) whose 37 League 
goals re-wrote the history book and who, for good measure, added 14 Shield goals, 1 in the Dublin 
City Cup and 11 in the FAI Cup, making a season total of 63. His League and Cup goals set records, 
which are unlikely ever to be equalled. 

The League performance of the Dolphin trio of Ray Rogers (23) James ‘Hooky’ Leonard (17) and 
Eddie Carroll (16), giving an aggregate of 56 goals between them, was also exceptional. Both Ray and 
Eddie equalled Dolphins highest individual League match score with four goals each—both against 
Shamrock Rovers. Ray scored four in the away match in a 6-1 win and Eddie scored all the goals in a 4- 
0 home victory. 

In the 132 League games there were 605 goals scored—an average of 4.58 per game. Compare that 
with the current Premier Division, when the yearly average only rarely exceeds 2.5 per game. Dundalk 
played their part in the goal glut, setting a new season record of 106 
goals, and a new name found it’s way into the clubs individual 
scoring records. 

Joe Sayers didn’t take long to show his goal scoring flair, when 
on opening day he scored four in a 5-1 win over Dolphins and four 
days later he accounted for both goals in the Leinster Cup against 
Bray Unknowns, both games away from home. In the middle of 
September, he repeated his four against Dolphins, this time at the 
Athletic Grounds, in the second round of the Leinster Cup. A hat- 
trick against Cork in early October was the prelude to a 9-goal feast 
on successive weekends in the last two Shield games—four at 
Milltown in a 5-3 win and he went one better at home to Bohs in a 
6-3 victory. 

After 13 games, Joe had found the net 25 times and established 
two new club records for the Shield, for best individual match (5) 
and best campaign (19). He slowed down in the League, managing 
only 14. In the Cup, he hit a hat trick against B & I and one in the 
2-1 Reds United second round tie. Injuries prevented him from 
playing in the last half dozen games. His season haul of 43 has never 
been surpassed in the club’s history—19 Shield; 14 League; 6 
Leinster Cup; 4 FAI Cup. 

Highlights; Aug 15th (A) Dolphins Shield 5-1 (4); 

Oct 6th (H) Cork Shield 4-1 (3); 

Nov 3rd (H) Bohs Shield 6-3 (5); 



Joe Sayers 


Sep 12th (H) Dolphins LSC 6-0 (4) 

Oct 27th (A) Sham Rvrs Shield 5-3 (4) 
Jan 12th (H) B&I FAI Cup 7-1 (3) 
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Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

LS 

Sayers, Joe 

43 

14 

4 

19 


6 

Donnelly. Joey 

10 

6 

2 

1 


1 

Mailey Jim 

10 

4 

1 

2 

; 2 

1 

Morgan, Hugh 

: 10 

2 

2 

3 

: 1 

2 

McCourt, Gerry 

; 7 

4 

2 

1 



O'Boyle, Dinny 

5 

1 


3 

i 1 


O'Neill. Billy 

4 

2 

: 1 



1 

Hirst, Henry 

4 

4 





Patton. 

3 

1 



^ 2 


Godwin, Tommy 

2 

1 



; 1 


Gaughran, Fra 

2 




2 


Lennon,Mick 

; 1 

1 





McAfee, Billy 

i 1 

1 





Patterson, Joe 

: 1 

1 





Powell, Billy 

i 1 




; 1 


o.g. 

; 2 

: 1 


1 



Total 

106 

43 

12 

30 

10 

11 


1935-36 

P 
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0 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

Lge Home 

11 

7 

1 

3 

25 

13 


Lge Away 

11 

2 

2 

7 

T8 

26 


League 

22 

^ 9 

3 

10 

i43 

39 

7th 

FAI Cup 

4 

2 

1 

1 

:i2 

6 

SF 

Shield 

11 

5 

3 

3 

30 

21 

4th 

City Cup 

3 

2 ^ 

0 

1 

10 

6 

; RU 

Leinster C 

4 

3 : 

0 

1 

11 

4 

RU 

Total 

44 

21 

7 

16 106 

76 



Dundalk Men On International Duty 

Budapest — Cologne—Luxembourg 

For a three-match tour of the Continent in May, 1936, Joey Donnelly and Billy O’Neill were 
selected on the 16-player panel. Joey had already five caps and was playing at the height of his career. 
Billy had earned his first cap the previous December and his outstanding performances for Dundalk 
had won him a second cap on March 17th in a 1-0 win over Switzerland. 

There was much local rejoicing at the announcement that Gerry McCourt had been appointed 
trainer for the trip and with Bob Prole the Dundalk Secretary and Vice Chairman of the F.S. League 
also a member of the Party, there was a distinctive Dundalk flavour to the journey. 

The three games were against Hungary at Budapest on May 3rd, Rhineland XI at Cologne on May 
6th and Luxembourg on May 9th. The Cologne game was not treated as a full International and caps 
not awarded. 

The party faced long and difficult overland trips, leaving Dublin on the Tuesday and arriving in 
Budapest on the Friday. The journey from Budapest was in 2 steps—15 hours to Munich and another 
16 to Cologne. The worst journey of all—because it was the night before the game—was on a slow 
train from Cologne to Luxembourg, which left at 9 in the morning and reached its destination at 6.30 
that evening. 

The opening game against Hungary ended a 3-3 draw and was a contrast in styles: Hungary’s’ short 
passing against the Irish teams use of long balls to the wings. Jimmy Dunne, prompted by an in-form 
Joey Donnelly, kept Ireland in the game to earn a very creditable draw. The non-international game at 
Cologne was lost 4-1, with Dunne scoring and Joey Donnelly being presented with Man of the Match 
trophy. Jimmy Dunne scored twice in the final 5-1 win over Luxembourg with Joey scoring once. This 
was a record Irish International score, which was to stand for almost 50 years. 

On his return, Gerry McCourt spoke to ‘Sideliner’ on his experience of the trip. Gerry’s comments 
were prophetic in the light of the post War Hungarian success,—he considered them “the finest 
exponents of football he had ever seen, and infinitely better than he had ever seen an England interna¬ 
tional team play. They had the best Scottish style played at top speed. Throughout the game I never 
once saw them give a pass in the air. The whole team worked like a machine. Only Joey Donnelly of 
our players compared with them in ball control.” 
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On the Irish performance he stated that “if we had been beaten by six clear goals by such a team we 
would not have been disgraced. The draw was due to one thing only, pure determination and guts.” 

On Billy Harrington, the Cork goalkeeper “Magnificent, some of his saves were amazing. The ball 
was light but Billy held to it like a juggler.” 

On Jimmy Dunne “The most modest, considerate and helpful player 1 have ever met”. 

Earlier that year, Hungary had easily defeated Austria, who caused a shock on May 6th when they 
beat England 2-1 in Vienna. Gerry’s comments based on his recent experience were interesting “English 
sports writers talk about why they were defeated by Austria. The plain fact is that they were not good 
enough, they have the speed but not the craft, nor the ball control of these Continental sides and the 
whole side does not move with the precision that the Continental side does.” 

Gerry considered “the Hungarian side the finest in the world.” 

Less than 20 years later, when Hungary caused a sensation beating England 6-3 at Wembley 
(November 53) and 7-1 at Budapest (May 54), Gerry must have had a quiet smile! He could hardly be 
criticised if he had said, “I told you!” 

The Athletic Grounds 

The “Irelanders Field” was originally bought in 1887 by the Dundalk Young Ireland Society and, 
following a temporary decline in the fortunes of the G.A.A. it was disposed of to the Dundalk Athletic 
Club in 1891. In November 1904, following the upsurge in the affairs of the G.A.A., the society re¬ 
purchased the grounds (which meanwhile had been known as the “Athletic Grounds”). The purchase 
was made by a newly formed company, called Dundalk Young Irelands Athletic Grounds Company 
Ltd., with the principal intention of providing a playing pitch for Young Irelands GFC, and for the 
general promotion of Gaelic games in the Dundalk area. However, a condition of sale stated that other 
sporting bodies were to have access to the grounds. 

Sadly, the incorporation of legal ownership of the grounds into a limited company with its own 
shareholders was the weakness which in 1959 would lead to its sale to Hallidays, the locally based Boot 
and Shoe Company, for the development of their new factory and the loss of Dundalk’s Premier sports 
ground which for over 70 years had served all of the localities sporting needs. 

As a result of the condition of sale the Athletic Grounds was available and used by many sporting 
organisations, including the G.N.R. club when it joined the Leinster Senior League in the early 1920’s. 
When the Athletic Grounds was not available, home games were played at the P.J. Carroll Recreation 
Grounds and on at least one occasion at the Blackrock sports field. 

The first home game in the club’s inaugural 1926/27 Free State League season played at the Athletic 
Grounds was on September 4th, 1926, against Bohemians and ended in a 1-1 draw. Two weeks later 
the first League victory would be recorded by 3-0 against Jacobs—but due to the unavailability of the 
Athletic Grounds this game was played at Carroll’s Field. Eventually on the 23rd October came the first 
victory at the Athletic Grounds with a 4-2 win over Fordsons from Cork. 

This was the beginning of a 10-year stay at the Athletic Grounds until the move to Oriel Park in 
1936. During these 10 years, Dundalk EC. would progress from little more than a junior club to one 
of the leading members of the Free State League. Almost 200 home games would be played, of which 
only a handful were not played at the Athletic Grounds and which would become a venue that visiting 
teams came to fear. 

Even referees came down to the Ramparts Ground with no little trepidation. In only the second 
season, the club was the subject of a warning as to the future conduct of its spectators and ordered to 
post warning notices on the grounds. This followed a League game against Shamrock Rovers in Oct 
ober 1927, which finished 3-3, when it was alleged that the referee was “molested by a number of 
spectators”. Worse was to follow on the following March 31st, 1928, when there were serious incidents 





after a crucial Shield game had been lost to Bohemians by 3-2, decided by a controversial penalty 
decision. The Dublin referee was assaulted leaving the pitch and a hostile crowd remained afterwards. 
The referee required a Garda escort to get him to the railway station, via the Garda barracks and the 
subsequent League enquiry commission was severe on the club. 

And if only a fraction of the tales about referees being ducked into the Ramparts river were true, 
then Sunday afternoon at a home match was surely the place to be. 

Dundalks reputation as Cup specialists was earned in these years with only one Cup match lost in 
the Athletic Grounds in the 10-year spell. In its last eight years stay there, the club went to the semi 
final stages of the Cup on six occasions and had two Cup Final losses. 

It was here that locals saw Dundalk battle the great teams of that era—Shamrock Rovers, 
Shelbourne, Bohemians, Dolphin—and saw the legendary players—Bob Fulham, Kruger Fagan, Billy 
‘Juicy’ Farrell, ‘Sacky’ Glen, John Joe Flood, Fred Horlacher, ‘Babby’ Byrne, Paddy Moore, Paddy 
Andrew, Joe O’Reilly, Jimmy Turnbull and a host of others. 






If You Want BEST COAL Get It 

: AT LOCKI NGTON’S. 

ALL Ql ALITIES IN STOCK. INCLUDING BEST COKE at Lowest Prices. 
Special Quotations on RAIL or delitered b> MOTOR LORRIES. 

S. LOCKINGTON CO., Ltd., QUAY ST., DUNDALK. ^ 

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME .... PRICE Id 

_ PJ^NDALK V. BOHEMIANS ' 

yi I HE ATHLt^tC GR OU N D S 

ON SUNDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER, 1934. 

KICK-OFF—3.15 P.M. 

ADMISSION 1 3 and lOd. STAND and SIDELINE, 6d extra 


There were visits by Aberdeen, Glasgow Celtic, the first continental visitors from Paris and regular 
‘friendlies’ against Northern Ireland clubs. 

Each season threw up its heroes and created local legends—Eddie Carroll, Johnny Mathieson, Fred 
Barrett, Jimmy Withers, Jack Hampton, Ben Lewis, Fred Mason, Sammy Patton, Henry Hirst, Ted 
Reed, Gerry McCourt, Andy McCluggage, Jimmy Mitchell, Gordon ‘Clancy’ Mac Diarmuid, Billy 
‘Ledger’ Firth and many more. 

Some stayed only for a season or two, some like Carroll, McDiarmuid, Patton and Hirst would give 
sterling service over a number of years and Gerry McCourt would stay for much, much longer. A 
growing number of local players would grace the Athletic Grounds and add a touch of local pride— 
Paddy McMahon, Hugh Craig and Joey Quinn from the Leinster League days. Tommy and Gerry 
Godwin, Paddy Clarke, Joey Donnelly, Billy O’Neill amongst many. 

Central to it all were the memorable games, the great goals, the victories snatched from the jaws of 
defeat, the unlucky losses. 

Talking about goals, there was one glorious winter in the 1930/31 season when the goals simply 
rained down. In one eight match home run between the end of November and the middle of February 
the score lines read 4-3, 7-1, 4-2, 3-3, 4-2, 5-1, 3-1, and finally 6-0 against Shamrock Rovers, an 
aggregate of 49 goals! And 36 of them were from the home team!! 

The curtain came down on the 19th April, 1936, in the last League game of the season against 
Brideville that fittingly was won by 2 goals to 1. By the time the next season had started, Dundalk had 
moved to a new home on the Garrick Road and a new era had begun. 
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There would be a number of encores. First, in 1938/39 five League fixtures were fulfilled on the 
Ramparts pitch—all of them yielding home wins—and again in 1939/40 a Shield game against Bohs 
(drawn) and a 3-2 League victory over St. James Gate. 

But the old grounds had the last laugh when in the last competitive game played there by Dundalk 
F.C. a dubious “first” was recorded, with the club’s first Cup loss to a non-league club. On February 4th 
1940, Distillery were victorious in a first Round Cup match on a 2-1 score line, with Dundalk’s last 
“Athletic Grounds” goal scored by Joey Donnelly. In 14 years participation in the FAl Cup, this was 
only the second defeat at home—the other loss was in 1932 against Shels (2-1 loss). 

There was one last visit to the Athletic Grounds for Joey Donnelly’s benefit match on the Sunday 
following the club’s historic first FAI Cup win in 1942 when the opposition was provided by Shamrock 
Rovers. 

Athletic Grounds Review 

Dundalk played a total of 188 home games during the 10 seasons spent at Athletic Grounds, all but 
a handful on the Ramparts, with the following results: 


Games 

P 

W D 

L 



League 

96 

57 17 

22 

Biggest 


Shield 

63 

42 4 

17 

Victory Feb-32 9-0 Jacobs 

League 

City Cup 

4 

2 1 

1 

Biggest 


FAI Cup 

12 

10 1 

1 

Loss Nov-26 0-5 Sham. Rvrs 

League 

Leinster Cup 

12 

8 1 

3 

Biggest 


Presidents Cup 

1 

1 0 

0 

Aggregate Aug-30 7-3 Waterford 

League 

Total 

188 120 24 

44 



Best Individual Scores 

League 

4 

Eddie Carroll 

4-1 Dolphin, Nov-33 


FAI Cup 

4 

Eddie Carroll 

6-2 Bray Unknowns, Jan-29 


Shield 

5 

Joe Sayers 

6-3 Bohemians, Nov-35 
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Dundalk Club’s Ground Ambitions 
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A New Home 


The committee of the club in 1936 consisted of a very experienced group with a nucleus who had 
been involved since the Leinster Senior League days and, in a number of cases, back to the Junior 
League period. 

Chairman: Peadar Halpin (Since 1930) Vice Chairman:].Q. Galbraith (Since 1933) 

Treasurer: ]o\\n Ballantine (Since 1929) Secretary: Bob Prole (Since 1928) 

Committee: W. Hill,]. Devlin,]. Reilly, M. McGourty, ].McGrath, and]. Copas 


In addition, they had a number of committee members (and in the 
case of Paddy Casey, a former committee member) who had gained the 
respect of the Free State League authority. At this stage Paddy Casey 
was Treasurer and Bob Prole, Vice Chairman (and soon to be 
chairman) of the Free State League. 

It had always been an ambition of the club to have its own 
grounds. The Athletic Grounds had been an ideal venue during the 
early years of League membership—it had all the facilities required, 
was accustomed to staging large spectator events, was in the centre of 
the town and importantly, there were no financial commitments 
beyond the ground fee of £10 per game. But there was recognition 
that the future development of the club and of Association Football in 
the locality required a home of its own. On occasions when the 
Athletic Grounds was not available, matches had to be re-scheduled, 
usually to Saturday, with a loss of revenue. 

At the end of the 1935/36 season, the ambitious committee 


% 

f: 


Paddy Casey 


decided to act. ‘Caseys’ field on the Garrick Road was available, thanks to the co-operation of Paddy 
Casey, who had been involved in the local soccer scene since the post-war revival of the Dundalk & 
District Junior League as its Secretary and had become a member of the committee of Dundalk F.C. He 
had been appointed Treasurer of the Free State League, a position he retained for 25 years. 

Casey’s Field had been used over many years for Junior and Minor League football. At the Annual 
General Meeting in June 1936, Bob Prole announced the club’s intentions and he detailed the negotia¬ 
tions that had taken place with the finance committee of the Free State Football Association, stating 
that the club’s proposals had been well received. There was criticism regarding the distance from the 
centre of the town and of the lack of covered accommodation. Peadar Halpin (Chairman) pointed out 
that it had been for years their ambition to have their own grounds but none more suitable than the 
one on the Garrick Road was available and that suitable spectator accommodation would come later, 
with hard work and luck. 

It was announced that the F.S. Association had agreed to a grant of £500 with extremely satisfactory 
terms and that McDonald & Son had secured the contract for preparing the grounds, which it was 
planned to be completed in time for the first home match of the new season against Cork on August 
23rd. 

Bob Prole was a very busy man—as well as being Dundalk’s Secretary, in July he was appointed 
Chairman of the Free State Football Association. He still found time to travel to Liverpool on a 
scouting expedition and came home with the signatures of three players for the coming season. As he 
was now Chairman of the FAI Association, Dundalk nominated Jim Galbraith as their council repre¬ 
sentative. 
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The big job on the newly named ‘Oriel Park’ was the levelling of the pitch, which was steep and 
uneven with a stiff hill towards the Garrick Road and a hollow in the centre. All the holes and hollows 
required filling and re-sodding and the entire bottom of the field raised. Resources did not allow the 
cutting of the hill at the road end to the desired depth, leaving a fall from goal to goal. Galvanised iron 
was erected around the ground and the pitch railed with a wooden paling. Terracing was started using 
railway sleepers, with several rows stretching the length of the pitch. 

The First Game 

Shield Game on August 23rd 1936. Dundalk 2—1 Gork 

Dai Jones, Billy O’Neill, Billy Powell, Billy McAfee, Tommy Godwin, Henry Hirst, James Walker, 
Joe Donnelly, Leo Ross, James P. McIntyre, Peter Halpin. 

Walker, Ross and McIntyre were the three players signed by Bob Prole on his Liverpool expedition. 
Walker had played with Rhyl, Ross was attached to a Lancashire combination team and McIntyre had 
been with Golwyn Bay the previous season. 

By the following Monday, Ross and McIntyre were on their way back home, to be followed within 
the week by Walker—none of them ever played with Dundalk again! 

On a day of brilliant sunshine a big crowd paid £112 to be present at the first Oriel Park game. 

Sideliner was impressed with the progress made at the grounds but not with the game or the 
Dundalk performance (“Strictly between ourselves, I should say that we were lucky to win”). But every¬ 
thing else was fine. “It would be impossible for Oriel Park to have had a more auspicious opening. 
There has not been all this year a lovelier day than Sunday. Brilliant sunshine invited us out to the open 
green space and the match was played in a swelter of heat which certainly may have been unpleasant for 
the players, but which was ideal for the spectators. It was almost worth the admission fee to sit on the 
sideline on Sunday and enjoy that sunshine. 

The first impression on entering the new grounds is one of spaciousness. On all sides you can see 
roomy spaces that can be banked and terraced and covered with a stand and pavilions. You can arrange 
many rows of spectators all around and every one of them can get a great view. The pitch itself is 
naturally not excellent as yet. 

The hill, which runs from the road to the railway, is still prominent, but a ground cannot be made 
in a day. The walk is a little more than we have been accustomed to in the past. But it is not very far 
from the centre of town and is little more than a leg-stretcher after dinner any Sunday. Indeed, if we 
had a winning team, I doubt if very much would ever be heard of the distance to the pitch” 

One of the big successes of the game was Dai Jones, the young goalkeeper, late of Everton and 
Birmingham who was “especially good with high balls, clutching them like a cricketer and holding 
them as sweetly and as surely as Jack Hampton used to.” His only error, in the fifteenth minute resulted 
in the first ever Oriel Park goal. Having caught a high ball from the right wing, “he failed to realise for 
the moment that forwards in Ireland are generally forceful and before clearing he was bundled over the 
line with a perfectly fair tackle from Merrie, the Gork centre forward.” 

Two minutes later, came Dundalk’s equaliser and the first goal by a home player at the new 
grounds. Joe Donnelly forced a corner, which was taken poorly by Walker, the debutant winger. The 
ball came back to Billy McAfee, who from twenty yards out hit it first time through the crowded 
goalmouth and into the corner of the net. “It was a good goal, but there was a shade of luck in it 
because, as an old friend of mine used to say, it might as well have gone up a tree.” 

Gork played with the hill in the second period, but Dundalk’s defence was “rugged and stern”. The 
home teams winner came from Peter Halpin who got to the end of a Billy O’Neill free kick and crashed 
the ball in off an upright. 

Included in the very big crowd for the historic occasion were many from Belfast and throughout 
the North of Ireland. Some former Dundalk heroes were there—^Joe McEvoy, one of the finest players 
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of the early century in addition to being a crack cyclist; Joe McCleery who managed the team for the 
first few seasons; Gordon McDiarmid, who played many a towering game at full back; Frank Rushe, 
Jimmy Kelly, Arthur Fitzroy and many other one-time Athletic Grounds favourites. 

The official opening was scheduled to take place immediately before the following home game, 
against Shamrock Rovers, which on a rainy day was lost by 2-1 in a much-changed team. With all the 
dignitaries in place, the public address system failed, and the many fine speeches were cancelled. Not an 
auspicious start to the new era. 

But a new chapter was opening. The facilities were modest and financial resources did not even run 
to removing the ‘hill’. But it was their own. Little did those Oriel Park pioneers know of what lay 
ahead, but undoubtedly they were already dreaming and planning—of improvements, of stands, of 
cups and championships—while celebrating another significant achievement in the development of the 
club. Remarkably, they had achieved the transition from the Athletic Grounds in the space of four 
months. 

Of the many ambitious and risky ventures undertaken by the club, the acquisition of Oriel Park 
stands out above all others for its foresight and its courage. It remains today as a testament to its 
founding committee and to their commitment to the development of Soccer Football in Dundalk. 

1936/37—A New Era 

The opening competitive game at Oriel Park was a Shield game against Cork on August 23rd and 
finished 2-1 in favour of the home side. But ‘Sideliner’ was not happy. 

“Even the greatest critic amongst us would allow a team a little time to settle down. For that reason 
it would be unfair to be harsh and the more especially as the team won. But, while glossing over many a 
little imperfection and while anxious to praise rather than carp, one is brought to the conclusion that 
improved displays must be given if we are to be a force in the football world this season. Broadly 
speaking the most noticeable failings of our forwards might be summarised thus: - 

(i) A want of unity. Wingers had no set plan of getting the ball across and rarely ever looked 
for a colleague before passing. Inside men were rarely in their places and failed to come 
back and cover up for corner kicks. 

(ii) A complete want of understanding between winger and inside partner. The colleague, 
when he gave a pass, rarely went into position to get a return. More often than not he 
wouldn’t get it, but it was his job to position himself for the return. 

(iii) A weakness in corner-kick taking and a foolish anxiety to get rid of the ball first time. 

(iv) No penetration by the centre forward, who seemed afraid to have a shot at goals all 
through the match.” 

Harsh words—followed by the immediate departure of three of the forwards. 

Early losses in the Shield left the team stranded in mid-table. That winter saw a bewildering series 
of changes—many more players came and went the same route as Walker, Ross and McIntyre. Amongst 
those who were tried included Flanagan (left winger from Tranmere Rovers) Lucas, Hughes, McGhee, 
Johnston (centre forward, ex-Waterford and Derry City). 

But amongst 1936 winter newcomers there were two gems—centre half Bob Smith and goalkeeper 
Charlie Tizard. Bob had been with St. Johnstone and made the centre half berth his own for the rest of 
the season after making his debut in the opening League match against Shels on the 7th November. He 
was selected on the League of Ireland team for the following St. Patrick’s Day fixture against Yugoslavia 
(with Billy O’Neill and Joey Donnelly), which achieved a great 3-2 victory. Charlie Tizard (late of 
Crystal Palace and Mansfield Town) also made his Dundalk debut on the same day (won by Shels by 2- 





1) and stayed with Dundalk until the end of the 1939/40 season. He was twice honoured with 
selection for League of Ireland teams and became, to his many admirers, the greatest keeper to serve 
Dundalk. 

An opening 3-match loss sequence in the League 
signalled a poor season, but this was followed by five wins 
on the trot. In the pre Christmas activity, the club again 
reached the final of the Leinster Senior Cup—this time to 
lose to St. James’ Gate on St. Stephen’s Day, the third 
successive loss in the final of the L.S.C. 

Final team; Tizard, Newman, Powell, McAfee, Smith, 

Hurst, Morgan, Donnelly, O’Neill, McCourt and Mailey. Newman was a ‘pen name’- later in the 
season he played under his real name, Hugh McClune. 

After finishing third from the bottom of the Shield, with only two wins, Sligo Rovers had a flying 
start to the League, winning all eleven games in the first round to set up an unassailable lead and were 
deserving ten-point winners, over three teams—Dundalk, Waterford and Bray Unknown, with 
Dundalk’s better goal average giving them runner-up position. 

Dundalk’s high position was due entirely to an excellent home 
record (one loss to Dolphins in the second League match) and an 
unbeaten 4-match sequence, which included a home draw with new 
champions Sligo Rovers. 

Match Report: Dundalk 1-1 Sligo Rovers April 4th 1937 

Sligo Game Ends in Novel K. O. 

“Oriel Park housed its biggest crowd of the season last Sunday when we had a thriller here with 
Sligo Rovers. There was every ingredient for a great game—Sligo’s position in the League, 
needed the points to win it; narrow escapes of both goals and brilliant goalkeeping by both 
Blair and Tizard. Add to this the fact that the game was a draw for the last 15 minutes, that 
Tizard saved a penalty and the match produced a last minute sensation when two players were 
ordered off the field and you get a glimpse of the atmosphere which electrified all who were 
present, made them say it was like old times and sent them home to their teas wishing we had a 
game like that every week.” 

Last Minute K.O. 

The last-minute sensation was not only unexpected but, in a way, a thoroughly enjoyable 
affair. I have never yet excused a player for lifting his fists on a football field, but if ever one is 
likely to have a decent excuse that one is Hugh McClune, the Dundalk left full. You know 
McClune—young, well built, a trifle slow as a full and needing some polish? In the last few 
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minutes of the game, he like the rest of the Dundalk players was playing his shirt off to win a 
game that had become desperately exciting. Gourley, the fast right-winger of the Sligo Rovers, 
got away unexpectedly on the right wing—their first burst in ten minutes. McClune went 
forward to tackle him and beat him for position near the corner flag, the ball going over for a 
touch. As McClune walked away the Sligo player deliberately kicked him from behind. The 
referee and all the spectators saw this blatant offence. Instead of returning the kick as so many 
excitable footballers would have done McClune just turned on his heel, straightened himself up, 
shot out his right hand and with a magnificent ‘Jini Jeffries’ clip to the point of the jaw sent 
your man (as the boys have it) down for the count. It was perfect K.O., well timed and 
delivered with a grace, and freedom that almost excused the place where it was administered. 

You can well imagine the furore then created. Players rushed into the corner. So, too, did 
the referee and the spectators who were crowded there. Mr. Sam Thompson, the referee pointed 
to the pavilion for both Gourley (up by this time) and for McClune. Some of the more 
hotheaded of the spectators who had rushed on to the field were losing their tempers. Sam 
Thompson was being pushed about. The Dundalk Committee and a few Civic Guards were 
restoring order. And then full-time went. The referee signalled by a long blast on his whistle and 
everything ended like a fairy story. The hotheads realised that there was the end and they all 
trooped off The referee took the incident in the best of humour. I checked his time and the 
game was just up when he whistled it. The match was not restarted. Unlike most games it 
ended not with a kick but with a thundering right hook to the jaw. 

The teams were: Dundalk—Tizard, O’Neill, McClune, McAfee, Smith, O’Boyle, Morgan, 
Donnelly, Godwin, Lennon, and Mailey. 

Sligo Rovers—Blair, Surgeneor, Nash, Harrigan, McCann, Miller, Gourley, Hughes, 
Litherland, Duncan, Monaghan.” 

FAICup 

The first round Cup tie against Waterford took three games and twelve goals before Waterford 
emerged successful and went on to win their first Cup, in their fifth year. The three Cup games and an 
abandoned League match sandwiched between the two replays provided enough talking points for a 
couple of seasons. 

The first match at Waterford had everything you expect from a Cup game—six goals were scored 
and there might easily have been six more, there was a penalty awarded to each team and Waterford’s 
equaliser came in the last ten minutes. The replay on the following Thursday at Oriel Park had more 
“thrills than frills”, but Dundalk were left with ten men when Gerry McCourt sustained a broken leg. 
The match finished scoreless after normal time and when Waterford left winger Tim O’Keeffe scored in 
the first minute of extra-time it looked all up for Dundalk. Certainly many Dundalk supporters 
thought so and were outside the ground “on the way home for their tea” when Dundalk left-winger joe 
Mailey equalised with a minute to go. There was a major question about the goal but the referee had no 
doubt. 

Before the second replay, scheduled for Waterford on the following Thursday week, there was a 
scheduled League game between the sides on the following Sunday. The Democrat reported the two 
games as “RUCTIONS IN ONE: DISASTER IN THE OTHER”. 

The conditions for the Kilcohan League encounter were terrible—a pitch like a bog and incessant 
rain. It was no surprise when after half an hour (with Waterford leading 1-0) the referee consulted with 
the linesmen, both captains and Mr. Gerald Whelan, Chairman of Waterford Club, and abandoned the 
game, in the cause of player safety. Amidst cries of‘play the game’ Mr. Whelan was attacked by a group 
of home supporters and carried semi-conscious to the dressing room. An unruly mob kept clamouring 
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“money back or free passes” and it took the Guards half an hour to disperse the crowd. 

The disaster followed on the following Thursday when Waterford won the second replay by 3 goals 
to 1. After a goal each in the first half, Waterford used the advantage of the driving rain and wind to 
clinch victory and go on to their first FAI Cup, defeating St. James Gate in the final. 

In the last competition of the year, the Dublin City Cup, Dundalk advanced to the final, over¬ 
coming Bray Unknowns (4-1), Drumcondra (on corners after 0-0 result) and Waterford (1-0). The win 
over Drums on a corner count was the first time a club 
result was determined by a tiebreaker. But without Joey 
Donnelly, injured in the Waterford game. League 
Champions Sligo Rovers added another piece of silverware 
to their 1937 collection, winning 2-0 in the last match of 
the year. 

All the major trophies went to provincial clubs with 
Sligo becoming the second non-Dublin team after Dundalk to win the League, and Waterford winning 
both Cup and Shield. 
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Billy O’Neill’s International Cap 

Local players featured prominently in the football news, with Joey Donnelly and Billy O’Neill 
permanent members of the Irish International team and with three locals Hugh Morgan, Tommy 
Godwin and Mick Lennon at the top of Dundalk’s League goal-scorers. The individual scoring feats 
were also reserved for locals. With centre forwards hard to find, Billy O’Neill went up front for a 
League game at home to Drumcondra and scored a hat-trick in a 3-1 win. The next home match was 
on December 27th on the day after the Leinster Senior Cup final loss to St. James Gate. In a 7-2 win 
over Cork, Mickey Lennon bagged a hat-trick and Hugh Morgan scored twice. 

A season that at one time threatened to be really bad ended up better than expected with three sets 
of runner-up medals in the bag. But the loss of Gerry McCourt with a broken leg in the Waterford Cup 
replay was a big blow. Gerry was more than player and team trainer, he was an inspirational figure with 
a fighting spirit whose presence on the field seemed to lift his colleagues and who showed his best when 
all seemed lost. 
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The good news was the acquisition of Mick Hoy at the end of May to play left full for the 
following season. One of the finest defenders in the country, he had been with Glenavon (and with 
Bray Unknowns for a spell) and a Tizard—O’Neill—Hoy defence line-up was a mouth-watering 
prospect to think about in the closed season. 


Sideliner on the Supporters' League and the Role of Supporters—1937 

“You meet many dismal critics in football the world over. In Ireland, I think you meet a 
peculiar class, too, these being the people who because of some kink in their make-up, will 
always like to see the home side beaten, worse than that they can never see any good in a player 
if he happens to be a local product. I can’t fathom that notion. Of course, every sport breeds its 
pessimists. In that department, we are w'ell served. 

But the people who make the strongest appeal to me are those who have joined the 
Supporters’ League and who are prepared to do their bit to help the game. They realise that 
mistakes have been made in the past (and even Preston and Arsenal make mistakes). They know 
that at times the team has been poor and that the committee has not been immune from error. 

But above these things, they realise that the keeping of the game is a big consideration and 
that the team generally is only as strong as the supports it gets locally. You can’t expect to have a 
team good enough to win the League or Cup if only a handful go to its matches. You can’t 
expect to get a first class player for the wages of a “third class man”. And money for a football 
club doesn’t fall from the sky—it must come through the turnstiles or from the pockets of the 
members of the Supporters’ League. 

When such a member comes to me and says, “I want to see our team the best in Ireland and 
I don’t expect miracles. But I am prepared to do a bit every week to show the team and the 
committee that I am behind them”. I say it is good to meet such a man. 

There will be criticism from the supporters—as there should be and it will be all to the 
good and should be welcomed. But it must be constructive criticism. I have no patience with 
people who tell me several times each year (just after the team has lost or when the side is going 
poorly) that the fault is with the Committee and that the only future for the game is when we 
have a new Committee. 

No Committee that we ever elect in Dundalk or anywhere else to manage football will 
please everybody, and certainly no such Committee will ever manage it without making 
mistakes. The difficulty about football, as about most other things, is that you never know until 
afterwards whether a stroke of business is a huge success or brings you a step nearer the 
bankruptcy court.” 

• Representative Appearances 

Mar 17th ‘37 (H) LOI 3-2 Yugoslavia. Billy O’Neill, Bob Smith, Joey Donnelly (1 goal) 

Oct 17th ‘ 36 (H) Ireland 5-2 Germany, Joey Donnelly, Billy O’Neill 

Dec 26th ’36 (H) Ireland 2-3 Hungary, Joey Donnelly, Billy O’Neill 

• Oriel Park Firsts 

First Competitive Match August 23rd‘36 Cork (Shield) W 2-1 

Dundalk goal scored by Billy McAfee, the other home goal came from Peter Halpin. 

First League Game Nov 15th Dolphins L 0-1 

First League Win Dec 5th Bohemians W 3-2 
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First FAI Cup Match Jan 14th ‘37 Waterford D 1-1 (Ist round replay, aet) 
First Dundalk Cup Goal Jan I4th ‘37 Jim Mailey v.^C^aterford. 

Gerry McCourt broke his leg in this game. 


First League Hat Trick Dec 13th ‘36 Drumcondra 3-1 Billy O’Neill. 

The first Oriel Park hat-trick came in the 3rd match, when Peter Halpin scored three in a 7- 
2 victory over Bray Unknowns, in the Shield (September 13th). The second League hat 
trick went to Mickey Lennon on December 27th (7-2 win over Cork) 
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FAI Junior Cup Final 1937 

The big occasion in Oriel Parks first season was the hosting of the replayed Final of the FAI Junior 
Cup, featuring local junior kingpins St. Patrick’s. 

The 1930’s St. Patrick’s team was the most successful and outstanding Junior team in Dundalk and 
the height of their achievements came in 1937 when they qualified for the semi-finals of both the 
Leinster Junior and the FAI Junior Cups. 

At the beginning of that season St. Pats had been unsuccessful with an application to join the 
Leinster Senior League, because Dublin based teams objected to the travelling costs involved in St. Pats 
participation. 

Pat’s lost in the Leinster Junior Cup to Athlone who went on to win the final against Amiens 
Celtic. Pat’s unsuccessfully objected to having to travel away in the FAI Junior Cup semi-final to Sligo 
Bohemians. They had the foresight to travel to Sligo on the night before the game—but lost 4-1, Paddy 
McDonald scoring for the Pat’s. However, they successfully objected to the result—Sligo apparently 
played several illegal players. 

The final against Amiens Celtic at Dalymount Park ended a 1-1 draw, with Pats goal scored by 
Arthur Donnelly from an Owenie Mulholland free-kick with 3 minutes to go. 

The replay was a red-letter day for the recently opened Oriel Park, hosting its first national major 
match. 


















However, in spite of a huge local attendance, Pats lost by 3-2 after extra time—but the story of the 
game hinged on the last 5 minutes of ordinary time. Paddy McDonald had created the chance for 
Willie Baldwin to equalise an early Celtic goal, and had scored from a penalty to put Pats ahead by 2-1. 
With only 5 minutes left to play, Pats were awarded another penalty—only to see Paddy McDonald 
stick his foot in the ground. Minutes later disaster struck when a high kick into the Dundalk 
goalmouth, and covered by keeper Benny Gaughran, was headed into the net by Pats wing half Ned 
Byrne. The final whistle went 30 seconds later. 

Amiens scored in the first minute of extra-time to take the Cup home on a 3-2 scoreline. Owen 
Mulholland and Owen Pepper were rated the outstanding Pats players on the day—with Benny 
Gaughran and Ned Byrne not far behind. 

St. Pats lineout was: B. Gaughran, P. McCann, F. Hanratty, T. Baldwin, O. Pepper, N. Byrne, W. 
Baldwin, O. Mulholland, P. MacDonald, A. Donnelly, F. Mulhern. 

- 1937/38 - 

Dolphins Out—Limerick In 

The sad news for the League was the resignation of Dolphins due to ground difficulties. They had 
spent a short seven seasons as League members with two seasons at Dolphin Park; another two at 
Harolds Cross and in the most recent seasons had alternated between Tolka Park and Dolphin Park. 

In 1931, they lost out to Dundalk in a replayed Cup semi-final and rw^elve months later, lost by a 
single Paddy Moore goal in the Final to Shamrock Rovers. During the 1932 Cup campaign, they estab¬ 
lished the Cup record for an away win, beating St. James Gate by 10-0 in the first round, with two 
goals from the 18-year-old Alec Stevenson, who would win later fame with Glasgow Rangers and 
Everton and be honoured with 24 International Caps. They were back in 1933 for another Cup Final 
clash with Rovers, defeating Dundalk in a first round replay on the way and were three up in the final 
but Rovers came back to draw 3-3 and were easy 3-0 winners of the replay. Undaunted, Dolphin were 
back the following year, losing in the semi-final to Shels. In 1936 they again lost at the semi-final stage, 
this time to eventual winners Bohs. 

The 1934/35 season saw them League Championship winners adding the City Cup to their laurels 
and being runner up in the Shield to Shamrock Rovers by a single point. Formed by the Butchers 
Social Union, Dolphins were a p)opular and exciting team—in the 1935/36 season their three leading 
League goal scorers had hit 56 goals between them, finishing runner-up to Bohs in the League. 

Dundalk fans had special memories of their first season in the League (1930/31), which featured 
five memorable clashes between the two teams, including a replayed Cup semi final and a famous 4-3 
game at the Athletic Grounds when Ledger Firth galvanised a Dundalk recovery from a 3-1 deficit. In 
their last season, former Dundalk idol Eddie Carroll was Dolphins Player-Manager. 

Dolphins place was taken by Limerick and Dundalk’s first match against the newcomers was an 
away game in the Shield, with Limerick winners by 2-0. Dundalk won both League games, by 4-0 at 
Oriel Park on January 9th, 1938, and by 1-0 at the Markets Field on April 21st, 1938. 

Pitch Improvements—According to 'Sideliner* 

“When I say the pitch has been much improved, there will be some who, after a birds eye view 
of it, will say it has not. But in fact it has. The lower end has been raised, and while not entirely 
removing the hill, the slope in the far corner has gone. The pitch has been moved down a bit, so 
that the top goals escape the rise at the near end. It isn’t perfect but there has been a big 
improvement and further improvements outside the pitch have been effected. There will be 
adequate room for the biggest crowd to watch the game in comfort.” 
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New Players 

Bob Maloney (centre half) had been with Shels, and had spent the previous three seasons with 
Racing Club de Calais, a prominent French club, where he had been captain and had been chosen for 
representative games. Between 1926 and 1931, in six seasons with Northampton Town, he had played 
in 183 League games. He was appointed Dundalk captain for the season. 

Reg Foxall (winger) played with Guildford City in the Southern League in the previous year, 
where he had scored 15 goals in 30 games. Left after a months trial. 

R. Maudsley (inside-left) played with Southampton the previous year and before that with Cardiff 
City. He was a native of Blackpool, where he had become a close friend of Irish International Peter 
Doherty. Left and played later with Sligo Rovers. 

Stanley Griffiths (outside-left) previously with Gillingham and Cardiff City. Alf Rigby (centre 
forward) played with Bray and St. James Gate, International player, proven goal scorer and twice the 
leading League scorer, 33/34 and 34/35. 

Mick Hoy (left full) from Glenavon. 

Dicky Lunn arrived in late October. 

Dublin City Cup 

By the commencement of the opening Dublin City Cup competition, Dundalk’s losing Cup Finals 
stretched to eight with two in the FAl Cup (‘31, ‘35), four in the Leinster Senior Cup (’29, ’34, ’35, 
’36) and the last two Dublin City Cups (’36, ’37). Two Joey Donnelly penalties and a goal from new 
left-winger Griffiths saw Shelbourne out by 3-2. The same scoreline, two from Rigby and one from 
Donnelly, against Bohs earned a place in the final for the third year running, this time against Cork at 
Dalymount Park. 

The final was a thriller. Dundalk took the lead in the second half when Alf Rigby headed in from 
Griffith’s cross and Cork equalised with three minutes remaining, to send the match into extra-time. 
The old Cup jinx appeared to be alive and well. But in an exciting 20 minutes extra-time, played in the 
dusk, Joey Donnelly beat a number of defenders and was taken down “violently”. After a couple of 
minute’s attention from Gerry McCourt, Joey calmly scored from the penalty spot, to lift the first 
trophy to come to Oriel Park. 

Henry Hirst was not fit to play in the final and unusually for the third City Cup final in a row, Joe 
Patterson (from Newry) was called in at the last minute and played his part in the historic victory. 

Amidst great scenes of rejoicing for the Dundalk 
supporters. Bob Maloney accepted the cup and the celebra¬ 
tions started. The final day team was; Tizard, O’Neill, Hoy, 

McAfee, Maloney, Patterson, Foxall, Donnelly, Rigby, 

Maudsley, Griffiths. 


The Shield 

The City Cup form continued into the early stage of the Shield but was not maintained. The later 
stages of the Shield were bedevilled by injuries to Billy O’Neill and Alf Rigby and the absence on inter¬ 
national duty in Oslo of Joey Donnelly (his last International) and Mick Hoy (his first). Billy lost a 
couple of caps through his injury. Eddie Carroll was drafted in and scored a couple of goals, and locals 
Crawley and Lee also got a few games during this period which saw Shamrock Rovers emerge as clear 
winners. 


City Cup 


1937-38 

Shelbourne 

H 3-2 

2 Donnelly (pens). 



Griffiths 

Bohemians 

A 3-2 

2 Rigby, Donnelly 

Cork aet 

N 2-1 

Rigby Donnelly (p) 


105 







The League 

The League turned out to be a battle royal between Shamrock Rovers, Waterford, Brideville and 
Dundalk with Dundalk’s home record of only one loss keeping them in contention. 

In late January after ten games, Dundalk and Shamrock Rovers were tied at the top of the table 
with 15 points each while Waterford, St. James Gate and Brideville were all close at hand. When 
Dundalk routed Rovers 5-1 at Milltown, the omens looked good. Bob Maloney was outstanding, 
holding the great Jimmy Dunne so well that “he might as well have been in the stand beside us during 
the game”. 

Joey Donnelly gave a brilliant performance “so deft of foot, so unorthodox in his swerves, the 
Rovers defence never knew which way he was going”. Dicky Lunn completed a trio of match 
winners—but there were no passengers. Patterson opened the scoring with two goals inside fifteen 
minutes and Jimmy McArdle added two more before the interval. Within five minutes of the restart, 
Joe Patterson got his hat-trick and Dundalk’s fifth goal. 

However, a week later, in a Cup rehearsal against Sligo at the Showgrounds, Dundalk slumped to a 
4-2 loss. The next two League matches put paid to prospect of League honours. First came the only 
home loss of the season, when St. James Gate scored a last minute winner in a 4-3 thriller. Dundalk 
had come back in the second half from a 3-1 deficit to tie the game with only four minutes remaining 
but a last minute Gate goal saw them through. 

Worse was to follow, on the following Sunday at Waterford, in another Cup rehearsal, with a 3-2 

loss. Although this loss was avenged one week later in the Cup at the same venue. League prospects 
were finished. 

The remaining eight League games went undefeated (six wins and two draws) but the ground could 
not be made up on Rovers, who finished one point ahead of Waterford and two ahead of Dundalk. It 
was just as well for Rovers that they had the League title wrapped up with one game still to play, which 
was against Dundalk at Oriel Park in the last game of the season. A Joey Donnelly hat-trick helped the 
locals to a 4-0 win. 

A crowd of 1,900 was an indication of the interest in this end of season game, which saw Joey 
Donnelly reach 14 League goals, his highest League haul in a season, and which saw him for the first 
time at the top of Dundalk’s League goal scorers. 

A successful season with the Dublin City Cup being the first trophy to come to the Oriel Park 
cupboard and a third place position in the League—only two points behind the champions Rovers, 
who had been well defeated twice in the League, and only two matches out of twenty at home had been 

lost. 

New players had been introduced who would become Oriel Park favourites—Mick Hoy, Dicky 
Lunn and Jimmy McArdle. There were some outstanding performances from Bob Maloney, Alf Rigby 
and Charlie Tizard and in spite of the fact that Joey Donnelly had received his last International cap 
early in the season, he had an outstanding year, finishing with a goal tally of 24. 

But nothing could ease the pain of the third losing appearance in the FAI Cup final. 

The 1937/38 Cup Campaign 

Dundalk Cup preparations could hardly have gone better, with six consecutive wins including a 5-1 
walloping of Champions Shamrock Rovers at Glenmalure. But a visit to Sligo for a League game the 
week before the first round Cup-tie against the same opposition resulted in a shock 4-2 loss. Dundalk 
had won two earlier encounters against Sligo in both the Shield and the League (a comprehensive 4-0 
win at Oriel). 

In a dour Cup tie, with many missed chances, a 1-1 draw brought the teams to Oriel Park on the 
following Thursday where the home team had an easy 2-0 win. Nine hundred Dundalk supporters 
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travelled by train to the away match, when record receipts of £267 were returned. After the League loss 
to Waterford a week previously, Dundalk took no chances for the second round Cup match, travelling 
down to Waterford on the Saturday. Another big Dundalk support in a £301 gate saw a cup-tie 
described by the Dundalk Democrat “in all the years 1 have been following football 1 have never seen a 
Cup tie as clean, as fast or as exciting”. 

Jimmy McArdle opened Dundalk’s account after a quarter of an hour against the run of play, and 
Waterford deservedly led by 2-1 at half-time. Dundalk came back strongly after the restart, with joey 
Donnelly getting the equaliser. Tizard, Hoy, O’Neill and Maloney withstood all of Waterford’s efforts. 
With only three minutes left, Alf Rigby got Dundalk’s winner—and he and Joey Donnelly were carried 
shoulder high from the pitch. 

A 0-0 draw against Bray Unknowns in the League on the Sunday after the Cup win, was not the 
ideal preparation for the Cup semi-final against Rovers. But Dundalk confirmed the League form 
against the Hoops with another thrilling finish to emerge 2-1 winners and entry to Dundalk’s third 
Cup final in seven years. An attendance of 30,000 paid £1,475, both semi-final records, for a match 
played on a rock hard pitch and in weather “more suitable for tennis”. 

Maloney and Tizard for Dundalk and Jimmy Dunne for Rovers were the outstanding figures “I’d 
have gone to Dalymount alone to see Dunne score that great goal of his. It was a masterpiece”. When 
the match was finished “Dunne rushed across and shook hands warmly with Bob Maloney, Donnelly 
and Lunn, and congratulated them on their great win. It takes a man to do that.” 

Joey Donnelly scored a typical Donnelly penalty “an irritating, slow motion dribble which must 
have broken the heart as well as the back of the keeper. How many of the thousands of violently 
partisan spectators, who so glibly talk about player’s nerves, would undertake for a valuable considera¬ 
tion the taking of that penalty which Joey Donnelly handled so skilfully? They’d die from fright if given 
the job which Donnelly takes in his stride before 30,000 pairs of eyes and rams home the goal without 
so much as blinking an eyelid.” 

Dundalk’s winner came with five minutes remaining 
from Alf Rigby, who up to then had been marked out of the 
game. A free-kick was disputed by some of the Rovers players 
kick gave Rigby an uncontested header into 

Four days later on St. Patrick’s Day came a calamity for 
Bob Maloney when, playing for the League of Ireland against 
the Irish League, broke a fibula in his knee, which ruled him 
out for the rest of the season. Dundalk had three other repre¬ 
sentatives in this game, Hoy, O’Neill and Donnelly, which 
drew a crowd of 28,000 and takings of £1,450. The loss of 
Bob Maloney was huge—as centre half, as sheet anchor of 
the defence, as captain and an inspirational figure of great 

Bowden was 

The four League matches between the semi-final and 
final against St. James Gate went undefeated with three wins 
and a draw. Alf Rigby, who had been the late saviour in the 
games against Waterford and Shamrock Rovers, was having a 
bad run of injuries and was rested in advance of his third 
Cup final. He had won two runners-up medals playing with 
St. James Gate, losing to Cork in 1934 and to Waterford in 


influence. Former Shelbourne player Jimmy 
signed to take his place. 


and Mick Hoy’ 
the net. 
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1937. Joey Donnelly was also playing in his third Cup final, while Billy O’Neill was the only other 
survivor from Dundalk’s 1935 team, which lost to Bohemians. 

The St. James Gate team was a very experienced one, with seven players who had a special 
mission—they were appearing in their third Cup final without yet winning the coveted winners medal. 
On a glorious day, the Gate put in the better performance. After an even opening spell. Gate went 
ahead after 16 minutes from a very simple goal after a miss-kicked clearance by Dundalk’s new centre- 
half Bowden. 

The second half was a thriller, with Dundalk getting an equaliser from Rigby within two minutes, 
from a Donnelly cross. But within minutes, Bowden handled on the line, when it seemed he could 
have got his head to the ball. Peadar Gaskins made no mistake from the spot-kick. The remainder of 
the game was the story of Dundalk’s attempts to get the equaliser, but a succession of corners and 
goalmouth incidents were to no avail. Hoy and Lunn were magnificent all through but the Gate half¬ 
back line of Joe O’Reilly, Peadar Gaskins and Charlie Lennon saw off all of Dundalk’s best efforts. 

For the sixth year running and for the last eight out of ten years the team that beat Dundalk won 
the Cup. 

Cup runner-up medals went to: Charlie Tizard, Billy O’Neill, Mick Hoy, Billy McAfee, Jimmy 
Bowden, Dicky Lunn, Jimmy McArdle, Joe ‘Mungo’ Patterson, Alf Rigby, Joey Donnelly, Danner 
Griffiths. Dundalk trainer: Gerry McCourt. 

New attendance records were set at four of Dundalk’s 
Cup-ties during the 1937/38 Cup Campaign: (1) v. Sligo 
at Sligo (Ground Record) (2) v. Sligo at Dundalk 
(Midweek Ground Record) (3) v. Waterford (Ground 
Record) (4) v. Shamrock Rvrs (Semi-final Record). 


Mick Hoy 

Mick showed his class in the early stages of the new season, helping Dundalk to win the Dublin 
City Cup. It was nonetheless a big surprise when he was selected with Joey Donnelly and Billy O’Neill 
for the first leg of the World Cup game against Norway in Oslo. 

Since the Dublin Association had decided to go its own way in the early 20’s, they had avoided 
selecting players born in Northern Ireland, with the exception of the great Derry City winger Jimmy 
Kelly. Mick Hoy became the second player chosen by Ireland from Northern Ireland. Because of injury, 
Billy O’Neill had to withdraw. Mick made his debut when Norway won 3-2, after a marathon trek by 
the Irish team lasting four days. 

Mick’s form with Dundalk earned him five more caps, in the last five International games before 
the war put a halt to international sport. 

He also played on three occasions for the League of Ireland 

5 International Players 

When Johnny Squires came to Oriel Park in the autumn of 1937 he brought the number of 
Internationals playing with Dundalk to five in the 1937/38 season. 

Johnny had played on one occasion for Ireland, when he was with Shelbourne, against Holland in 
Amsterdam. Ireland lost by 5-2 in their first ever away game in the World Cup 1934—Squires scored 
Ireland’s first away World Cup goal. Alf Rigby had 3 caps, earned in 1934 and 1935 

Joey Donnelly, Billy O’Neill and Mick Hoy completed the quintet, while a future International, 
Dicky Lunn, was also a member of the Dundalk panel. 


FAI CUP 



1937-38 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

McArdle 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-0 

Griffiths, McAfee 

Waterford 

A 

3-2 

McArdle, Donnelly, Rigby 

Shamrock R's 

N 

2-1 

Donnelly (pen), Rigby 

St. James' Gate 

N 

1-2 

Rigby 





In December 1937, the club ran into financial trouble with poor gates and had to cut players 
wages. Squires would not accept a cut and left. During this difficult period, the Supporters Club, under 
its secretary, Brian McKeever, did Trojan work and organised fundraising. For a number of weeks, the 
Supporters’ Club funds were critical in ensuring that the players were paid. Finances improved from 
February onwards with the Cup run. 

Jimmy McArdle 

Jimmy McArdle had been a member of the Louth minor team, 
which had the honour of winning the All-Ireland Minor 
Championship in 1936, when they had defeated Kerry in the final. 

Playing at centre full-forward, Jimmy had been a regular goalscorer 
throughout the campaign, scoring 2 goals in the final. 

He made his debut in November 1937 for the Dundalk reserve 
team, scoring three times in a 4-4 draw against Home Farm. After 
three reserve team matches he was called up to the Senior team, in the 
absence of the injured Alf Rigby, to play at centre-forward against 
Bohemians, and obliged with a debut League goal in a 2-2 draw. 

Sideliner was sitting beside Bob Ferrier, the Motherwell and 
Scottish forward, who was at the match with one of his directors 
watching Billy O’Neill. When asked after the game what he thought of the players, Ferrier’s answer was 
“the best player on the field was Joe Donnelly and the most promising player on either side was the 
Dundalk centre forward Jimmy McArdle”. 

This draw was followed by six consecutive wins with Jimmy continuing to score—he thrilled a 
holiday crowd on December 27th, scoring twice in a 5-2 win over Drumcondra. “In addition to his 
goals, his work all through was distinctly stamped with the mark of class—the more I see this boy, the 
more I am reminded of that great player to whom he is understudy, Alf Rigby.” 

When Rigby returned from his injury for the key game against Shamrock Rovers, Jimmy was 
moved to outside-right, scored twice in a 5-1 routing of the Hoops and made the right wing berth his 
own. He finished the season with 9 League goals and scored twice in the Cup campaign earning a Cup 
runner-up medal. He never lost his goalscoring touch and in six seasons was credited with 65 goals. In 
the 1942 final he would get a late call up for Dundalk’s first FAI Cup win. 

Dicky Lunn 

Dicky arrived in October and didn’t take long to become a great crowd favourite. After a 2-1 
thriller against fellow title contenders Brideville on an Oriel Park pitch that was inches deep in mud, 
Sideliner described Lunn as follows: 

“Lunn A Star—Let’s have a look at this little fellow. Fair haired, smiling, boyish—looks about 
five stone in weight and five feet nothing in his socks. But is all whipcord and his heart is the 
biggest part of him. Plays at left-half, minds his place and tackles anything—from Sacky Glenn 
to Slieve Gullion. Has speed and just gets there that half a yard before the opponent. Keeps his 
eye glued to the ball all the time and is so close to perpetual motion that after an hour and a 
half of last Sunday’s game was still able to run about like a goat. You forget about him on the 
field for a few minutes when he gets sandwiched in between three or four of the big Brideville 
fellows. Then you see a streak in what was once a white jersey and he kicks the ball away from 
the toe of anybody. A featherweight in appearance but as sound as the Rock of Gibraltar when 
the going’s strong and his side is being pressed. Good boy, Dicky!” 
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Jimmy McArdle 







He was twice honoured with internarional selection in the autumn of 1938, both on winning 
teams, against Switzerland (4-0) and Poland (3-2). 

• Representative Honours 

Mar 17th ‘38 Dublin LOl 1-3 Irish League B. O’Neill, M. Hoy, B. Maloney, J. Donnelly 

Oct 10th ‘37 OsloWorld Cup Ireland 2-3 Norway]. Donnelly (last cap), M. Hoy 

Nov 7th ‘37 Dublin World Cup Ireland 3-3 Norway B. O’Neill 

Joe Donnelly travelled as a reserve for a two-match tour of the Continent in May 1938 with 

games against Czechoslovakia (Prague, 2-2 draw) and Poland (Warsaw, 6-0 loss). 

• Dundalk took early advantage of an end to the match ban on playing Northern teams, by 
playing a 0-0 friendly game against Newry at the Marshes on the Wednesday after the Cup 
final. It was announced that the full team was being sent to play against Distillery in Belfast 
for Sam Patton’s benefit game. 


Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

SH 

AO 

Donnelly, Joey 

24 

; 14 

2 

; 4 

4 

Rigby Alt 

15 

5 

3 

3 

4 

Patterson, Joe 

11 

11 




McArdle, Jimmy 

.11 

9 

2 



Griffiths, Stanley 

10 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Johnston, Harry 

4 

4 




Maloney Bob 

2 

1 

1 



Squires, Johnny 

2 

1 

1 



Hoy, Mick 

2 

1 



1 

McAfee. Billy 

1 


1 



Morgan. Bill 

1 

1 




Carroll, Eddie 

1 


1 



Hirst. Henry 

1 


1 



o.g 

1 

1 




Total 

86 

53 

9 

14 

10 


1937-38 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

Lge Home 

11 

8 

2 

1 

33 

11 


Lge Away 

11 

5 

2 

4 

20 

18 


League 

22 

13 

4 

5 

53 

29 

3rd 

FAI Cup 

5 

3 

1 

1 

9 

6 

RU 

Shield 

11 

5 

2 

4 

14 

17 

4th 

City Cup 

3 

3 

0 

0 

8 

5 

WIN 

Leinster Cup 3 

0 

2 

1 

2 

3 

IR 

Total 

44 

24 

9 

11 

86 

60 



- 1938/39 - 

For the opening game of the season against Drums in the City Cup, six new players were on parade 
and a crowd of almost 1,500 saw a home victory by 2 goals to 1, with the second goal coming from 
Michael Kelly, one of the newcomers who had been with Limerick in the previous season. Other new 
signings were—Billy Reid (who had experience with Hearts in Scotland) at centre-half; Steve Gaughran 
from the ‘B’ team was at right half; Henr)^ McNeill right wing and his inside partner Alex Crooks. The 
team was completed with five of the previous years team—Tizard, O’Neill, Hoy, Lunn and Donnelly. 
By the time of the Cup game against Drums in February, only Billy Reid of the newcomers would 
lineout. 

But Steve Gaughran would have a fine first senior season, scoring 5 League goals and also scoring in 
the second round Cup-tie against Waterford. 

St. James Gate won the opening City Cup game against Limerick by 10-2, with their new signing 
Paddy Bradshaw scoring 5 on his senior debut. Within a month he was selected for Ireland, scoring 
twice in a 4-0 win over Switzerland, on the day that Dicky Lunn also made his International debut. 
Bradshaw was to become the leading goalscorer for two seasons with 22 goals in 38/39 and 29 the 
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following season and his four goals in five International appearances would undoubtedly have been 
greater but for the war. As a result of Bradshaws performances, Wagger Byrne (the Leagues leading 
goalscorer in the previous season) was transferred from the Gate to Dundalk by the beginning of the 
League. 

Wagger had scored a hat-trick in St. James Gate semi-final Cup win in 1937, but was dropped for 
the final, being told by the selectors that at 23 years of age “you re young and your chance will come.” 
It did, a year later for the final against Dundalk. However, having injured himself in a League game a 
week before the final, he cried off voluntarily, rather than risk the team having to carry on with ten 
men. He was rewarded for this honourable decision by being presented with a Cup medal after the 
Gates victory over Dundalk. He also rewarded Dundalk fans with 20 goals. 

Dundalk’s opening four draws in the Shield resulted in the by now familiar mid-table position. 
Nobody could stop Shamrock Rovers repeating their League Championship win, to become the first 
team in the League’s history to retain their title. They had accumulated 19 points for their first ten 
games, leading Dundalk and Bohemians by seven points at that stage. The second half of the League 
was a formality. A last day away draw to Cork, deprived Dundalk of runner-up medals, which went to 
Sligo. 

The Leinster Senior Cup continued to be an elusive 
trophy for Dundalk, with another final day loss—this time 
to Drumcondra. This was the third LSC final loss in a row 
and the fourth loss in five years. 

From the end of December, home matches were 
switched to the Athletic Grounds and four League games 
were won, (against Cork, Shels, Waterford and Bohs). The 
first round Cup tie against Drums was also played at the Athletic Grounds, where a crowd of 2,000 saw 
the home team go through to a second round home tic against Waterford. 

The highest gate of the season (2300 paying £140) saw an easy 4-0 home win over the Blues, at 
Oriel Park. Dalymount was the venue for the Cup semi-final against the Dixie Dean-lead Sligo Rovers. 
Everybody wanted to see the player who had re-written all of the goal scoring records—349 League 
goals with Everton between 1925 and 1937, 60 of them in the 1927/28 season. In one 12 game stretch 
in 1930/31, he had scored 23 goals and he had hit 34 hat-tricks in his career. His appearance on the 
Sligo team was enough to guarantee a full house. On the weekend before the semi-final clash, he scored 
five goals against Waterford in a League game. 

A crowd of 25,000 saw a typical cup-tie between two evenly matched teams, with good football at a 
premium. Henry Hirst blotted out Dean, but Dundalk’s small forwards got no change from a big Sligo 
defence. Both Sligo goals came from defensive blunders and even Jimmy McArdle’s first half equaliser 
was judged to be of the lucky variety. 

Afterwards, Sideliner recalled Bob Fulhams comment on the Dundalk Cup jinx that “before 
Dundalk ever get a Cup they will need to buy it”. 

Dundalk’s lineout was—Tizard, O’Neill, Hoy, Reid, Hirst, Lunn, Morgan, Gaughran, McArdle, 
Donnelly, Byrne. 

Hectic Season End 

Dundalk had a hectic travelling schedule in the last 11 days of the season, finishing with a key 
League game against Cork. A win in Cork would mean runner-up medals—but financial necessity 
meant playing a series of games in Northern Ireland. The schedule called for 5 games in 11 days and all 
away from home. 


Leinster Cup 



1938-39 

Hamm. Lane 

H 

5-1 

2 McArdle, Donnelly, 

Brown. Hughes 

Distillery 

A 

2-0 

2 Morrow 

St. James' Gate 

N 

5-1 

Ryan. Byrne. Donnelly 
Morrow. McArdle 

Drumcondra 

N 

1-2 

McArdle 


Ill 







Thursday 

April 20th 

V. Derry 

W 

2-0 

Sunday 

April 23rd 

V. Waterford 

W 

2-0 

Thursday 

April 27th 

V. Portadown 

W 

2-0 

Friday 

April 28th 

V. Glentoran 

W 

3-2 

Saturday 

April 29th 

Travel to Cork 



Sunday 

April 30th 

V. Cork 

D 

2-2 


The travelling caught up with the team and the last day draw meant losing out on runner-up 
medals to Sligo who had a better goal average. A notable feature of these matches was the splendid play 
of Tommy Crawley—Sideliner offered the view that he would soon become a regular first teamen 

Match Report Jan 8th 1939 Dundalk 5-0 Shelbourne 

“It was worth the admission fee of any enthusiast to see Joe Donnelly, Dick Lunn and Wagger 
Byrne boring holes in the Shels defence and beat them by five clear goals. Joe Donnelly was 
back to the form that made him the best inside forward in Ireland last season, North or South. 
His understanding with Byrne was at times uncanny and the triangular movements between 
himself, Byrne and Lunn were so well carried out, that the Shelbourne defence could only gape 
and wonder. 

Byrnes cleverness on the wing is tapped, encouraged and turned to profit by the under¬ 
standing that he has struck up with Donnelly and Lunn. Donnellys craft is principally that he 
opens up the game, knowing that right behind him his Lunn, waiting to pounce if there is a 
hitch and always able to carry on the movement if it should threaten to break down. 

Watching this trio on Sunday provided one of the joys of soccer—for some of the 
movements were sheer artistr)^ in motion, timing and understanding of what the opposition 
were going to do. 

And then you were left to squirm when the lads on the stand shouted themselves hoarse 
advising Donnelly and Lunn to get rid of the ball!”. 

Dicky Lunn 

Because of his consistently outstanding performances, it was no surprise when Dicky Lunn was 
selected to play for Ireland in September 1938, making his debut in a 4-0 win against Switzerland. He 
was retained for the following match against Poland in November that saw Ireland reverse the 6-0 
hammering of the previous March, with a 3-2 victory at Dalymount. 

In March 1939 he played on two League of Ireland selections. First in a 2-1 win in Belfast against 
the Irish League, and six days later in the historic win against the Scottish League on St. Patricks Day 
1939, in the company of Charlie Tizard and Mick Hoy. He had the rare distinction of having four 
winning representative appearances in the space of six months—two International and two Inter league 
and he got two more League honours in the 1940 and 1941 games against the Irish League. 

During these three years he was undoubtedly the best left half playing in the League of Ireland. 

Another International Signing 

In April, with only a handful of games remaining, Dundalk signed Tom Davis, who if not in the 
Dixie Dean mould, nonetheless came with his own well earned reputation as a prolific goal scorer, 
having an English League career record of 108 goals in 163 games. 
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Starting with Shelbourne in the 1929/30 season, he moved to Cork before heading for the English 
Leagues in the early 30 s. Successful spells at Torquay and New Brighton (50 goals in 77 League appear¬ 
ances) brought him to Oldham where in the 1936/37 season, he set the club record for a season League 
goals (his 33 goals in Div 3 North still stands as Oldhams club record). 

In that season, he was capped for both Northern Ireland (scoring against England in a 3-1 defeat) 
and Republic of Ireland (scoring twice on his debut against Hungary in a 5-2 victory, when Joey 
Donnelly also scored twice). He was transferred toTranmere Rovers in February of the 1937/38 season, 
in time to help them to their first and only League pennant, the Division 3 North Championship, 
scoring an important six goals in ten appearances. Two more caps for Ireland came his way in May 
1938, to leave him with an International record of played five, scored five, and the distinction of 
scoring on his debuts for both Irish teams. 

The 38/39 season saw him back in Cork, but an erratic season finished with Corks exit from the 
Cup in the first round against the Dixie Dean lead Sligo and by April the club was forced to cut back 
on players wages, as a result of which a number of players left. Tom Davis, after scoring 15 League goals 
and the Cup goal in the 2-1 loss to Sligo, came to Dundalk. 

He scored two goals on his Dundalk debut against Limerick and three goals in total, which gave 
him 18 League goals to finish second to Paddy Bradshaw (22 goals for St. James Gate). 

Cork City’s troubles continued and by the following February they disappeared—to be replaced by 
Cork United and another chapter of the Cork story would begin—this time a glorious one. 


1938/39 Representative Appearances 
Mar 1 lth‘39 Belfast Irish League 1-2 LOI 

Mar 17th‘39 Dublin LOI 2-1 Scottish League C. Tizard, M. Hoy, D. Lunn played in 
both games. 

Sep 18th, *38 Dublin Ireland 4-0 Switzerland 

Nov 13th, ‘38 Dublin Ireland 3-0 PolandA/. Hoy^ D. Lunn. 

Mar 28th’39 Mardyke Ireland 2-0 Hungary M. Hoy. 

May 18th’39 Budapest Ireland 2-0 Hungary B. OHeill, M. Hoy. 

May 23rd’39 Bremen Ireland 1-1 Germany B. O'NeilL M. Hoy. 


Annual General Meeting June 1939 

A loss of £133 was reported for the season and this would have been worse but for the games at the 
end of the season against Derry City, Portadown and Glentoran. Financial consideration had compelled 
the club to withdraw the Reserve team from the Leinster League Division 2 and instead played in the 
Dundalk and District League. 

Thanks were recorded to a number of people including Mr. O Larkin, Donaghmore “who 
continued to oblige us by cutting the grass and loaning his horse for the roller”. There was very keen 
voting for the five committee vacancies and the vote resulted as follows: 

J. Magrath and P. Moore 34 votes; Fergus Sharkey 32; B Kennedy 28; B McGeown 27. 

[All Elected] James Devlin and Arthur Curran (25 votes each). 
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Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

LS 

Byrne, 'Wagger' 

20 

12 

1 

6 


1 

McArdle. Jimmy 

17 

8 

2 

1 

2 

4 

Donnelly, Joey 

16 

9 


5 


2 

Morgan. Hugh 

9 

7 

2 




Morrow. Jimmy 

7 

1 


2 

1 

3 

Gaughran. Steve 

6 

5 

1 




Crooks. Alex 

1 



1 



Davis. Tom 

3 

3 





Hoy. Mick 

2 

2 





Reid, Billy 

1 

1 





Kelly. M 

3 




3 


Hughes. 

; 1 





1 

Ryan, Mick 

1 





1 

Brown, lightning' 

1 





: 1 

o.g. 



1 




Total 

89 

48 

7 

15 

6 

13 


1938-39 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

Lge Home 

11 

7 

3 

1 

30 

11 


Lge Away 

11 

3 

4 

4 

18 

20 


League 

22 

10 

7 

5 

48 

31 

3rd 

FAI Cup 

3 

2 

0 

1 

7 

3 

SF 

Shield 

11 

3 

5 

3 

15 

16 

7th 

City Cup 

3 

2 

0 

1 

6 

2 

SF 

Leinster C 
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0 

1 

13 

4 

RU 

Total 

43 

20 

12 

11 

89 

56 



- 1939-40 - 

The biggest signing news came with the acquisition of Benny Gaughran to occupy the centre- 
forward position. He had led the Bohemians line in their Championship winning season of 1935/36, 
scoring 16 goals. Glasgow Celtic had signed him and he was afterwards with Southampton, from where 
he was transferred to Sunderland, reputably for a £3,000 fee. In the previous season he was with Notts 
County, but decided for personal reasons to return to Ireland. Dundalk beat off stiff opposition to 
secure his signature. He scored twelve goals for Dundalk before departing for Portadown in February in 
the midst of a financial crisis. 

Later in the season, Jim Cassidy joined from Newry Town. He had played with Tranmere and 
Manchester City, and was a teammate of Tom Davis during Tranmeres 3rd Division Championship 
win in the 1937/38 season. His original transfer to Manchester City reputedly brought a fee of £1,200 
to Newry Town. 

A pre season trial between Dundalk and the ‘B’ Team had the following lineouts: 

Dundalk: Tizard; O’Neill, Hoy; Crawley, Hirst, Patterson; O’Brien, Keely, B. Gaughran, 
Donnelly, Byrne. 

'B' Team: Cluskey; Hodgers, Hearty; Copas, S. Gaughran, Halpin, Morgan, Bailey, Mackin, W. 
Morgan, Carroll. 

There had been a number of calls over the years to change the team colours—some never agreed 
with the 1928 change from amber and black to white and blue. Others felt that a change of colour 
would bring a change of luck. The 1938/39 Leinster Cup final loss to Drumcondra and the FA Cup 
semi-final loss to Sligo added to the clamour. The Cup Final loss count was now 10 (3 FAI Cup, 5 
Leinster Senior Cup, 2 Dublin City Cup). 

The Committee relented and the season started with a new kit, described by the Democrat as “light 
blue and chocolate”, but registered as “maroon and blue”. They were first used in the annual pre-season 
trial and got their first official airing in the opening home game win against Brideville in the Dublin 
City Cup, but a second round hammering by St. James Gate (5-1) followed. So much for a change of 
luck! 
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The Shield was an exciting contest, which went to the last series of matches and saw a final table 
with two points covering the top seven teams. Dundalk had an early loss to Shamrock Rovers at 
Milltown but coming into the last match (at home to Sligo) that remained the only loss to date. 

With one remaining game, three teams were locked together at the top, Bohemians, St. James Gate 
and Dundalk, while Shamrock Rovers and Sligo were a point behind. There was a big Sligo contingent 
in the crowd of 2,400 to see Sligo win by 2-1 and tie the Shield with Bohemians who dropped a last 
match point. 

The League 

The good form continued into the League, with an opening three wins, followed by two draws. A 
1 -0 away loss to Cork did not stop Dundalk s gallop, who bounced back with four wins on the trot. 
One of these wins was against fellow title contenders St James Gate, who were defeated in a thriller by 
3-2 at the Athletic Grounds (a new stand was being built at Oriel Park). A crowd of 2,900 saw Cassidy 
and Donnelly produce brilliant first half performances to give Dundalk a 3-0 half-time lead. The Gate 
came back strongly after the interval and just failed to tie the game. 

“You couldn’t always have football like we saw in the Athletic Grounds last Sunday, because the 
hearts of local spectators wouldn’t stand it, nor would the legs of the players”. 

Hugh Morgan and Jimmy McArdle had struck up an excellent partnership on the right and by 
mid-January prospects were very bright with the following top of the League table: Dundalk 16 points 
(played 10), St. James Gate 14 (9), Sligo Rovers 13 (10), Shamrock Rovers 11 (9). 

But, inexplicably, the whole season turned sour over the next five match stretch, during which only 
a single point was won out of four League games and the ultimate disaster of a first round Cup loss to 
non-League Distillery. This match was played at the Athletic Grounds and would be the last competi¬ 
tive game Dundalk FC ever played at this famous old ground. 

In the build up to the Cup-tie, the club was in deep financial trouble and grave doubts had been 
expressed about the club’s ability to fulfil the League fixture against Shelbourne on the weekend before 
the Cup game. Funds were exhausted and there was no money to pay the players wages that week. 
Dundalk was not alone—the five provincial clubs had applied to the League for financial assistance, 
each complaining that the share out of League gates (20% to the visiting team) was not sufficient. 

Joe Donnelly put Dundalk ahead within two minutes of the start (this was the last Dundalk goal 
scored in a competitive game at the Athletic Grounds) but Distillery came back strongly to earn victory 
in the face of a poor home performance. The keeper Cluskey and Tom Crawley were exonerated. 

Under the heading “biggest flop ever”, Sideliner was unusually pessimistic: 

“This was the biggest blow football in Dundalk has ever sustained, and perversely, came at a 
time, more than ever, when a good Cup run was sorely needed. It was such a crushing blow that 
it is doubtful if football here will survive it. The result will necessitate drastic changes at the 
least and it may be that, for some years at all events, we shall have to be content to watch junior 
football”. 

The response by the committee was swift and effective. Before the next week was out, Billy O’Neill 
and Charlie Tizard were transferred to Glentoran and Benny Gaughran to Portadown. Two weeks later 
Wagger Byrne went to Shelbourne. Joe Donnelly took over the captaincy, Jim Hearty came in and 
Gerry McCourt made a return after a 3-year absence since he broke his leg in the 1937 Cup game 
against Waterford (and before the season ended he scored in the League.) 

Mick Hoy left a couple of weeks later and Henry Hirst, Tommy Godwin and Mickey Lennon were 
restored to first team duty. Four wins from five games in March maintained the League position. With 





three games left (one against leaders St. James Gate), the table showed the following: St. James Gate 
(Played 17) 26 Points, Dundalk (19) 25, Shamrock Rovers (18) 25 points. 

The loss of the last three matches dropped the team to a fourth place finish. With the players and 
the form went the crowds—the attendances at the last three home games were 443 (Limerick), 318 
(Bohemians) and a last day 266 against Sligo Rovers (£8 gate), a far cry from the 2,400 who had seen 
the decisive November Shield clash. 

Sadly for Sligo Rovers, this was the last game they would play in the League of Ireland for another 
nine years, until the 1948/49 season. They had a successful year, losing in the Cup final to Shamrock 
Rovers, finished third in the League and lost the Shield in a play-off against Bohemians. But they had 
lost £200 on the seasons trading and the club decided that, because of the Emergency conditions, they 
could not continue in Senior football. 

To raise badly needed funds, three end-of-season games were played against Glentoran, Portadown 
and Derry City, fielding a number of guest players—Tom Davis (now with Drumcondra), Fullen 
(Bohemians) and Dunne (Drumcondra). 

Sideliners comments at the end of a disastrous season were—“It is not good business financially to 
take a chance on a costly team doing well in the Cup. When the chance comes off everything is all right 
but when it misses there is trouble for many people and the Club takes years to recuperate. 

It should be the first job of the existing committee to decide definitely the wage bill which the local 
gates are good enough to meet, and to budget accordingly” 

Henry Hirst, who first signed in 1930, got his benefit match in his tenth season with a game 
against Cup holders Shamrock Rovers, for whom a future Dundalk hero, Mattie Clark, was playing. 
Billy Powell and Tom Davis lined out for the home team and the captains were two of Ireland s finest 
players throughout the 1930 s—^Joe Donnelly and Jimmy Dunne. The Rovers players insisted on 
passing through the turnstiles—paying as they went. 

Sideliner noted that Jimmy Dunne tried all his might to score a goal but that Tommy Godwin 
prevented “the big fair haired Rover getting the goal on which he was keen”. 

Annual General Meeting June 1940 

Peader Halpin presided and the attendance numbered 40. A loss of £33 for the year was less than 
anticipated after the poor season—the combination of cutbacks and year-end friendlies limiting the 
losses. It was reported that the personal liability of committee members stood at £540. The impact of 
the Cup loss had been disastrous. Attendances up to the Cup match averaged at 1,500—the six post- 
Cup games averaged 500. 

The dub had formulated a scheme to fund the cost of a stand at Oriel Park, seeking 100 supporters 
to pay £1 each. The stand was built but at ACM time subscriptions total £48, including £5 each from 
Bill Russell and Benny Kennedy. A debt of £30 remained on the stand. Sam Proles question to the 
members at the ACM was “would it be too much to expect that 30 more subscribers would free it of 
debt and enable us to further enlarge it”. 

Mr Ballantine, Treasurer, presented the accounts, which showed the following: 


£ £ 


Wages and Expenses 

1,250 

Cate Receipts 

1,200 

Travelling 

160 

Members Tickets 

250 

Hotels 

102 

Raffles, Sweeps 

269 

Referees 

37 



Outfits, footballs 

38 






The five candidates elected to the committee from 10 nominated were S. R. Prole, W. Russell, J. 
Ballantine, J. Devlin and G. Ware. Defeated candidates were T. Walsh, P. Halpin, J. Flanagan, J. 
Mullen, and P. Perkins. 

According to Sideliner “about ten members of the committee have guaranteed more than £500 for 
the club between them” and he applauded the re-election of the officers. 

• Representative Honours 

Mar 18th Dublin League of Ireland 2-0 Irish League Dicky Lunn. 

• Reserve Team 

In their first attempt in the Leinster Senior League, the ‘B’ team got a creditable third place 
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0 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

Lge Home 

11 

8 

0 

3 

24 

13 


Lge Away 

11 

3 : 

3 

5 

21 

i23 


League 

22 

11 : 

3 

8 

45 

;36 

4th 

FAI Cup 
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0 

0 

1 

1 

! 2 

IR 

Shield 

11 

4: 

5 

2 

17 

15 

4th 

City Cup 

2 

1 ; 

0 

1 

4 

5; 

2R 

Leinster Cup 1 

0; 

0 

1 

0 

i 2; 

IR 

Total 

37 

16 

8 

13 

67 

60 



Goals 

TOT 

L FAI 

SH 

CC 

Gaughran. Benny 

17 

12 

5 ; 



Donnelly Joey 

15 

: 10 : 1 

; 2; 

2 


McArdle, Jimmy 

14 

i 12 

; 2 



Morgan, Hugh 

6 

5 ^ 


1 

O'Brien, Bob 

; 5 


: 4 

1 


Cassidy, John 

3 

2 

; 1 



Byrne, 'dagger' 

2 

1 

1 



McCourt, Gerry 

1 

1 




Patterson, Joe 

1 

1 ; 




Crawley, Tom 

1 


^ 1 ^ 



o.g- 

2 

1 ; 

; 1 i 



Total 

67 

45 1 

17 

4 


- 1940/41 - 

The close season reports were very downbeat. Sligos decision to withdraw from the League was 
based on their view that it was not feasible to undertake running a professional team without ending in 
debt—the risk of financial disaster for the club was too high. There were also rumours that Waterford 
would be in a similar position. 

There was another change of colours, the fourth and final one—to the present “White shirt. Black 
knicks”. 

The Dundalk club committee came to a decision during the summer, based on the previous year’s 
experience, to limit player’s pay to a weekly maximum and declared their commitment to ‘living within 
their means”. As a result there were no big signings and summer news on the new seasons panel was 
very skimpy. The good news was that Billy O’Neill had decided not to accept a good offer made by 
Glentoran and he returned to Dundalk. 

The list of new signings was modest and included: 

Charlie Reid*. Inside-left, who had won Cup winners medals with Shamrock Rovers (’36) and St. 
James Gate (’38 vs. Dundalk) and runners-up medals with Brideville (’30) and Dolphins (’33). 

Freddie ‘Patsy’ Dwyer: Previously with Bohemians, Bray and Drumcondra (outside-left) 

Harry Bryan: Centre-forward, had scored four goals for B and I against the Dundalk reserves in 
the previous season’s Metropolitan Cup. 































City Cup 



1940-41 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-0 

2 Reid, McArdle 

Shamrock R's 

N 

2-1 

Reid, Morgan 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-3 



John ‘Bluey’ Kelly: Centre-half, was signed from Drumcondra but had earlier played centre 
forward for Bray. In the pre-season trial game between the Probables and the Possibles, Kelly scored six 
goals playing centre-forward. He suffered an early season injury and by December had sought and was 
granted his release. 

Re-signed from the previous year were Cluskey, Crawley, Donnelly, Lunn, Hirst, McArdle, Morgan, 
Lennon, and Godwin. Joe Donnelly took over the captaincy and dropped back to play right-half this 
season. 

The team which played in the opening game was mainly a local team, lining out as follows— 
Cluskey; O’Neill, Crawley; Donnelly, Hirst, Lunn; Morgan, McArdle, Kelly, Reid, Dwyer 

Two goals by Charlie Reid and one from Jimmy McArdle against Bray Unknowns on the opening 
day qualified the team for a semi-final game against Shamrock Rovers in the Dublin City Cup. Charlie 
Reid got the winner against Rovers with “as spectacular a score as we are likely to see this year, when he 
hit the ball on the fly without stopping it, like a Tipperary hurler, from twenty five yards out”. But after 
getting the better of Drumcondra in a Shield match by 4 —2 (Jimmy McArdle was in sparkling form 
with two goals). Drums were clear 3—0 winners in the final of the Dublin City Cup. 

In the absence of the injured ‘Bluey’ Kelly, Charlie Copas came in at right-half for a while. 

The Dublin based team members were training at Jacobs ground, under the care of Eddie Carroll 
and J. Crampton. 

Gate receipts were a big disappointment. The first 
round receipts in the Dublin City Cup were pooled and 
divided between the 11 teams and Dundalk got £40 out of 
the pool. The average gate at Oriel Park for the six Shield 
games was £29. 

St. James Gate had five points to spare in winning the Shield, with Dundalk’s position always 
bottom half After two opening League losses, the prospects for the Oriel Park encounter with the Gate 
were not good. But the newly promoted centre forward Harry Bryan (2 goals) and new signing Paddy 
Barlow (1 goal) thrilled the biggest crowd of the season so far (1,700 and receipts of £66) when 
Dundalk got the points. 

The season for Dundalk didn’t really get under way until the end of December when on three 
successive weekends there were victories over Shelbourne and Bohemians and a draw with Shamrock 
Rovers. But the best was yet to come. In the two weekends before the first round Cup clash with St 
James Gate, the forward line went into high gear with two big wins, first came a 7-2 win over 
Brideville, and Drumcondra were next on the list and the City Cup final drubbing was avenged with a 
5-3 win at Oriel Park. 

This was the perfect preparation for the first round Cup tie against St. James Gate, where the atten¬ 
dance of 4,400 broke the Oriel Park record and they were not disappointed, with a sparkling 5-1 
victory. Next it was the turn of Bray Unknowns to feel the brunt of a rampant attack that knocked in a 
half dozen goals in a 6-1 League victory—the perfect preparation for the second round Cup-tie against 
Shels at Shelbourne Park. 

The first game ended in a 4-4 draw and was, according to the Dundalk Democrat’s reporter—“in 
20 years I recall none which for pulsating, throbbing, thumping excitement equalled it”. Jimmy 
McArdle scored for Dundalk in the first 30 seconds, but Shelbourne scored three in an eight-minute 
spell. A Joey Donnelly goal and a Carroll response left it 4-2 at half time. Paddy Barlow got one back, 
but the usually reliable Joey Donnelly missed a penalty before Henry Hirst equalised. Joey Donnelly 
was reckoned the best man on the park, with Dickie Lunn and Jimmy McArdle very prominent. 

The replay at Oriel in midweek was a sensational affair, starting with a penalty save by Dundalk 
keeper Kevin Cluskey shortly into the game. Shels were all over Dundalk and deservedly went into a 2- 
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goal lead. Immediately afterwards there was a ‘spot of bother* between 
Tom Crawley and Shels right-winger Delaney. Spectators rushed onto 
the pitch and the referee called off the players. The teams returned 20 
minutes later, but only after Joe Wickham, FAI Secretary, issued an 
ultimatum to the Dundalk players—“get back on the pitch or lose the 
match by default”, just before the interval johnny Doyle made it 3-0 
for Shels. 

Playing ‘up the hill* in the second half, Dundalk*s prospects looked 
bleak, even after a 15th minute joey Donnelly goal. But with eleven 
minutes remaining, jimmy McArdle made it 3-2 from a Barlow corner. 

Then came the final sensation, when the referee awarded Dundalk a 
penalty with five minutes remaining. With the Guards, stewards and 

referee trying to keep the crowds 
back, and thoughts of Donnelly*s 
penalty miss in the 4-4 draw on 
everybody’s mind—Tom Crawley 

ran from the ruck of players to score the equaliser. Dundalk cashed 
in on their great comeback, with a 2-0 victory in the second replay, 
lining out—Kevin Cluskey; Billy O’Neill, Tom Crawley; joe 
Donnelly, Tommy Godwin, Dicky Lunn; Paddy Barlow, Charlie 
Reid, Harry Bryan, Hugh Morgan, jimmy McArdle. 

Tommy Godwin and Hugh Morgan came in for Henr)^ Hirst 
and Mickey Lennon, both injured in the Oriel Park battle. Tom 
Crawley was ‘magnificent*. Ducky Lunn ‘whole-hearted and terrier 
like”, jimmy McArdle ‘played great stuff*. 

The good news for Dundalk was their share of the Cup gate. 
The £219 gate against St. James Gate was topped in the first 
Shelbourne replay with a new Oriel Park record of £258 (5,500 
attendance). The crowd for the midweek second round replay at 
Dalymount Park was 18,000—breaking all previous records for a 
midweek game. The combined gates over the three matches were 
£1,300 (an attendance of 40,000). 

In the two week interval between the victor}^ over Shels and the 
semi-final clash with Cork United, Oriel Park paid host to the two 
teams fighting out the League battle (Cork and Waterford) and two large crowds saw two home defeats. 

A powerful Cork United repeated the dose in the Dalymount Cup semi-final with a 3-0 scoreline, 
and went on to complete the double when defeating Waterford after a replay. 


ASSOCIATIOM FOOTBALL 
(LCA6UC OF IRCLANO SHIELO) 

DUNDALK 

WATERFORD 

DUNDALK 

SUNDAY. 29th SEPTEMBER. 

(KICK OIT AT t m-t 

CHEAP AFTERNOON TICKETS 

Witt 

FROM BELFAST OY tRECIAL RAIL CAR 
IraviiiK at lt-4S pjR. 

■rrviiN rAMi Q jm tmiro blam 

14 ImU i«« 

No Locmo AIuW 

RETIAW RAIt CAM oiM !•«,• DIM>\U » I5 

I4M. (Ml) 



Tom Crawley 


Paddy ‘Ruby Barlow 

Paddy Barlow was a prominent member of the Athlone Town junior team in the early 30*s, winning 
a Leinster junior Cup medal in 1932 and Free State junior Cup medal in 1935. Newry Town signed 
him for the 1936/37 season, where his displays attracted cross-channel attention and in October 1938 
he went to Huddersfield Town. After a serious injur)^ at Huddersfield, specialists told him that he 
would never play again, but miraculously, Paddy was back in Ireland in the Sligo squad that qualified 
for the FAI Cup final. The Sligo selectors recognised that Paddy was their best forward but instead 
played Mattie Began, who having scored Sligo’s winners in the semi-finals of 1939 and 1940, was felt to 
be lucky for them. 
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It didn’t work out that way and Sligo lost in the final to Shamrock Rovers and by season end, had 
resigned from the League. 

His December arrival at Dundalk, playing outside-right in front of Joey Donnelly and with Hugh 
Morgan as his inside partner, quickly transformed Dundalk’s season. He stayed for five seasons, scoring 
52 goals and he specialised in Cup goals, scoring in eight Cup ties over four campaigns. Before the 
appointment of Alan Fox in 1966, Paddy was acting manager. 

Corks Year 

The 1940/41 season was a very special one for Cork United when they won the Championship for 
the first time in their 16-year membership of the League and then for good measure landed the Double 
by winning the FAI Cup. 

This was the beginning of a spell of dominance by one of the finest teams ever to play in the 
League of Ireland. In a 7-year spell, they won five League Championships, reached four FAI Cup finals 
of which they won two and won the Shield and Dublin City Cup once each. They lost two home 
games in the League in the 1940/41 season and over the next six seasons had a total of just three home 
League defeats! 

The 1940/41 League Championship win came about in strange circumstances, after a titanic 
season-long battle between themselves and Waterford, ending up with each having 30 points. 
Waterford had defeated Cork in both League games and the play-off fixed for Cork was eagerly 
awaited. But the Waterford players could not agree suitable terms with the club and refused to play. 
The Championship was then awarded to Cork United (who had started life as Fordsons, changed to 
Cork City in 1930, Cork United in 1940 and finally to Cork Athletic in 1948 which they remained 
until the club was dissolved in 1957). 

Waterford did get to play Cork United in the Cup final, but after a 2-2 draw, Cork were victorious 
3-1 in the final—with the young Paddy Coad playing at inside-right for Waterford. That Cork team 
included three former Newry Town players in Paddy Duffy, Jimmy Hooks and Mick McKenna. 

• Representative Honours with League of Ireland 

Apr l4th 1941 Belfast v. NI Regional League 2-1 Tom Crawley and Dicky Lunn. 

• Dundalk gave a walkover to St. James Gate in the Leinster Senior Cup. 
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8 

0 

2 

34 
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10 
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Cups, Cups, Cups! 
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The Cup Odyssey 


Dundalk soccer followers were first introduced to the magic of Cup football as early as 1897, when 
the ‘famous’ Bohemians came to the Athletic Grounds to play the original Dundalk FC, also known as 
Dundalk Rovers, in the final of the Leinster Senior Cup. Not for the last time, Dublin Soccer enthusi¬ 
asts were reported to be surprised at the closeness of the contest, 3-2 for the Dubliners, as Bohs were 
expected to have an easy victory. 

In 1903, Dundalk Rovers reached their second major final when they qualified for the Leinster 
Junior Cup, but at Dalymount Park they lost 1-0 to St Patricks from Inchicore. 

Two years later, they again battled through to the Leinster Junior Cup final. Dalymount was again 
the venue, and in front of a crowd reported as being a record for a junior match, they again lost out, 
this time to Shamrock Rovers. Formed in 1901, this was the Floops first major trophy success. 

It was 1919 before another Dundalk team appeared in a major final and this time the local standard 
bearers were the GNR team, reformed after the First World War, and they progressed to the final of the 
Leinster Junior Cup, to meet Dublin kingpins, Avonmore. It took three mighty battles before 
Avon more emerged victorious at Dalymount. The first replay, at the Athletic Grounds, drew the largest 
attendance ever seen at a soccer game in Dundalk. 

Four Cup finals, and all losses, merely whetted the appetite of Dundalk followers—the promotion 
of the GNR club to full Free State League status in the summer of 1926 would elevate the club to 
participation in the FAI Cup, the Blue Riband of Irish soccer. The search for the greatest Cup prize of 
all would become an annual one. 

Competitions, clubs and players would come and go, and even the League championship would go 
through a series of changes, but the Cup always remained the same—an open draw and straight knock¬ 
out—and that unchanging format alone would guarantee a yearly quota of shocks, controversy, excite¬ 
ment, nail-biting encounters and stories to be told. Stories to be passed down to each succeeding 
generation of supporters and each generation would fill its own memory bank and have its own stories 
to tell. 

For Dundalk FC in the 1930’s and its teams, supporters and committees, the Cup meant one 
thing—the annual journey in search of the Free State Cup and the inevitable heartbreak. From the 
GNR’s first season as League members, the Cup became like the Holy Grail, to be highly prized but 
always out of reach. 

To the players it meant the coveted Cup medal and bonuses. For supporters it was the annual trips, 
the excitement and the eternal question “will we make it this year?” Committee members had an extra 
perspective, when a “Cup run” meant financial salvation for another year, but an early exit invariably 
resulted in staring at financial ruin, cutbacks and restrictions for the following season. 

The fans loved the Cup and attendances at Cup matches were always the highest of the season. In 
the 1930s Dundalk supporters thrilled to some of the most exciting and dramatic matches of the era 
and the team always rose to the occasion, even in poor playing years. 

Controversy and the Cup went hand-in-glove and many match reports recorded scenes of 
mayhem—players coming to blows, spectators ‘rushing’ the pitch, referees being assaulted, visiting 
teams being escorted off the grounds. Guards drawing their batons and it was not an unusual occur¬ 
rence for stewards to have to clear the pitch to allow corner-kicks and penalties to be taken. 

The players were a cosmopolitan bunch, drawn from all corners of what was then the football 
world. Northern Ireland, England, Scotland, Wales and as the decade developed, an increasing number 
of locals. There were journeymen, past Internationals and some still making their way and their very 
names spoke volumes and evoked great memories for Dundalk followers of that era. 





These names became part of the folklore of the Cup journey and the mention of them would 
conjure up the matches afresh, names like Gerry McCourt, Fred Barrett, Henry Hirst, George ‘Harry’ 
Beadles, Andy McCluggage, Ben Lewis, Jack Hampton, Ledger Firth, Eddie Carroll, Fred Mason, 
Charlie Tizard, Sammy Patton. The list seemed endless, with each Cup campaign adding another name 
or two to the list 

Some had plied their trade abroad with both the great and the not so great—Chelsea, Spurs, 
Preston, Rochdale, Barnsley. Many came from Northern Ireland. Adding it’s own special ingredient to 
the mix were a growing number of locals, Joey Donnelly, Billy O’Neill, Tommy and Gerry Godwin, 
Jimmy McArdle, Tom Crawley. 

Each year there was a different team but the same cause, “the 
Cup”, and as each year went by the annual enthusiasm was stoked 
by a lengthening succession of hard luck stories. Poor referees, 
blind linesmen, penalties that shouldn’t have been given, ones that 
should, fisted goals (always against us), last minute scores, 
uprights, crossbars and just about every conceivable happening to 
thwart the team’s efforts, all giving rise to the “Cup jinx” theory. 

At one stage, the team’s colours were being blamed! Alas, even 
a change of colour didn’t help. 

Adding to the jinx was the recurring theme “the team that 
beats Dundalk will win the Cup” and for five years running this 
turned out to be the case. 

Bob Fullam, the great Shamrock Rovers player of the era, was 
quoted as saying “Before Dundalk get the Cup, they’ll have to buy 
one.” 

By 1941 supporters had travelled to nine semi-finals (and 
three semi-final replays) in the previous thirteen campaigns, and 
on three occasions had seen their team lose in the final, once after 
a replay. Was there no justice? 

But come each spring, they would set out on the annual trek, full of hope and always the same 
question—Would this be the year? 



- 1941/42 - 

Annual General Meeting June 1941 

There was a whopping surplus on the year’s activities of £659, the best “since the formation of the 
club” and contrasted with a deficiency of £573 at the end of the previous year. The surplus was applied 
in its entirety to the paying of old accounts incurred during the bad years. The cup run, a low cost team 
and the efforts of the Supporters League were the main reasons for the good financial results. Thanks 
were expressed to the Supporters League and in particular to J. McGuinness, J. McCrave, O. Fox and 
their “band of Lightning Ballot ticket sellers”. 


Receipts: 


Expenses 


Gate Receipts 

1906 

Player’s wages + exps. 

1094 

Members subs 

148 

Ground Rents 

131 

Raffles etc. 

179 

Travel exps 

142 

Trade Discounts 

92 

Hotel exps. 

88 

Summer League Rents 

24 

Fees 

38 


0 










The clubs liabilities 

had been reduced to £1180, made up as follows- 

Sundry Creditors 

360 

Bank 

230 

Sundry Loans 

590 


£1180 


Early in the season, the club had to make an appeal for support and were grateful for the help 
received during a difficult period—the Supporters League handed over a cheque for £100, while Benny 
Kennedy paid for the wiring at Oriel Park and Bill Russel in addition to a generous subscription had 
paid for two sets of jerseys. 

But Bob Prole “had something trenchant to say about members tickets and support from 
townsmen for the club—it was people from Ardee, Newry, Dunleer and other towns who were buying 
members tickets. There should be £500 taken in season tickets in Dundalk and we would have no 
financial worries for the season.” Joe McGrath refused all appeals to reconsider his decision not to go 
forward and Jack Flanagan took his place. Four out going committee members were re elected—Peadar 
Halpin (Chairman), Fergus Sharkey, Tom Walsh and Benny Kennedy. 

The decisions by Portadown and Glenavon to withdraw from the Irish Football League because of 
the War conditions and reluctance by Glentoran to commit themselves after the Oval was destroyed in 
a German bombing raid, gave Bob Prole the opportunity to go on a signing spree, stiffened by the 
improved financial position. By late July, Dundalk had snapped up two Glentoran players, Frank Grice 
and Johnny Lavery, plus the Portadown centre-half George Black. George got fixed up nearer home by 
the seasons start to be replaced by Belfast Celtic centre-half Johnny Leathern, who had been capped in 
1939 against Wales. 

Gerry Matier joined Kevin Clusky on the goalkeeping staff. Gerry had spent two seasons with 
Blackburn Rovers where he played in 20 League games and after the War he would return to English 
football to play with Torquay United. Artie Kelly (ex Belfast Celtic), and Sammy McCartney (ex 
Portadown) completed the new seasons line up. 

The pre-season trial brought a large crowd to Oriel Park who were pleased with the workout from 
two strong teams, which included a mixture of the new and a strong local contingent. The teams lined 
up as follows: 

Whites: Cluskey (replaced by Matier); O’Neill, Crawley; Donnelly, Leathern, Lunn; Barlow, Grice, 
Kelly, Lavery and Halpin. 

Colours: Matier (replaced by McNulty); Kerley, Hearty; Morgan, Godwin, Thompson; Parkin, 
McKenna, Bryan, Lennon, McArdle. 

But “Sideliner” noted the absence of Henry Hirst for the first time in 12 years “The team seemed 
strange without him”. 

The new signings brought a considerable amount of craft and experience to the team. Johnny 
Leathern had been a member of the legendary Belfast Celtic 5 in-a-row championship team, adding 
Regional League and Irish Cup medals to his bulging collection in the 1940/41 season. The emerging 
talents of Jack Vernon made him surplus to Celtic’s needs. 

Frank Grice had picked up two Irish Cup medals with Linfield and had sampled English League 
football with Notts County and Tottenham Hotspur. When his playing days were over, he turned 
successfully to management with Glentoran and Chelmsford. 

Artie Kelly had been a member of the prolific Belfast Celtic forward line in the previous season, 
when they scored 104 goals in 27 League games, and he had won an Irish Cup medal in the same 
season. 
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The opening game was at home against Bohs in the Leinster Senior Cup and the big attendance 
(1,700) saw a disappointing 1-1 draw, but a couple of days later an Artie Kelly hat-trick contributed to 
a 6-1 trouncing in the replay. Kelly repeated his away hat-trick on the following Sunday in a 5-0 home 
win over Brideville in the first round of the City Cup. 

A week later in the opening Shield game at Milltown, a phenomenal 15,000 crowd saw a 3-3 
cracker, when Rovers came back from a 3-0 deficit with only 35 minutes to go—thanks to the 
brilliance of Jimmy Dunne and Davy Cochrane. Dundalk’s share of the gate was £160, on a day when 
there was only a skeleton bus service but “you saw thousands of bicycles stacked along the last half mile 
of the road” and when it was reported that from Dundalk “a dozen or more enthusiasts cycled all the 
way there and back.” 

Four Shield wins on the trot maintained Dundalk’s position at the top of the table and ensured 
large gates, both at home and away. But consecutive losses away to 
Drums and at home to St. James Gate opened the door for 
Shamrock Rovers. The home game against the Gate was lost by 4-3 
in front of an attendance of 2,500. A last day away victory was not 
sufficient to catch the Hoops and the final Shield table showed them 
1-point winners over Dundalk. 

The League 

Eddie Carroll’s record of four goals in a League match (against Dolphins, Nov. 1933) was equalled 
twice in the space of a month. First up was the in-form Artie Kelly in a 4-1 win over Brideville on Nov. 
30th. Johnny Lavery repeated the dose on Dec. 28th against Drumcondra in a 6-2 victory. All Johnny’s 
goals came in the first half and his opportunity to set a new benchmark was denied when he was taken 
down in the box—Sammy McCartney missed the resulting penalty. By the season’s end, Artie and 
Johnny had accounted for 54 goals between them. 

The first two League games were at home and wins over Shamrock Rovers (2-1) and Brideville (4- 
1), signalled a promising League campaign. But away form was abysmal and one point from the first 
seven matches on the road meant slipping continuously behind the front runners, Cork and Shamrock 
Rovers. There could be no complaints about the Oriel Park form—only the last game of the season was 
lost (to St. James Gate) 

While Rovers beat Cork at the Mardyke in mid-March, Cork’s unbeaten away record saw them 
through to their second championship with 2 points to spare over Rovers, and Dundalk a distant 4th in 
the final table. 

The FAI Cup 

When Leinster Senior League team Distillery were drawn in the Cup, there were concerns at the 
poor away form but the forwards had struck a rich vein of form, scoring 21 goals in the preceding six 
League games. Tommy Godwin came in at centre-half when Dicky Lunn cried off with flu and Johnny 
Leathern moved to left-half The 3,000-gate saw Distillery go ahead after eight minutes and within two 
minutes Artie Kelly equalised. Johnny Lavery’s second half goal sent Dundalk through to a second 
round clash with Shelbourne at Shelbourne Park. 

A week after the Distillery victory another 3,000 attendance turned out for a 2-2 draw with League 
leaders Cork United and a Cup rehearsal against Shels was lost 3-1. Dundalk reversed that result with a 
Cup performance full of “spirit, guts and determination”. In the first half, Freddie Kiernan saved an 
Artie Kelly penalty and Shels took the lead. In a great fighting second half, Barlow and Lavery scored 
for a hard-earned victory. Playing at inside-right was a new player, Couzer from Bangor who would 
later play a controversial role in the Cup campaign. 


Shield 41-42 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Shamrock Rvrs 

6 

2 

1 

24 

13 

14 

Dundalk 

6 

1 

2 

27 

17 

13 

St James Gate 

5 

2 

2 

18 

15 

12 
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Dundalk had four League matches in the interval between the Shels Cup match and the semi-final, 
winning three and losing to St James Gate, the only home loss in the league this season. 

The Cup semi-final against Shamrock Rovers was “one of the tamest and poorest games 1 have seen 
this season. A draw of 1-1 was a fitting result though perhaps 0-0 would have more represented the 
play”. The crowd of 28,000 got poor value and the Rovers fans in particular were incensed when Jimmy 
Dunne was dropped. Afterwards hundreds of them demonstrated in front of the stand to the refrain of 
“We want Dunne”. Some of Jimmy’s Ringsend fans, on their way home, dug up Rovers supremo Joe 
Cunningham’s lawn in protest! Sammy McCartney’s first half goal was equalised by Paddy Coad one 
minute into the second half Dundalk did not use the advantage of the wind during the second half and 
Johnny Lavery’s failure to put away a sitter with 5 minutes remaining just about summed up the day. 

Travelling to a Cup semi-final had by now become second nature to Dundalk supporters. In the 13 
previous seasons, they had seen their team qualify for the semi-final stage on 10 occasions, had seen 3 
replays and one second replay. Their enthusiasm for their 15th semi-final tie in this period was not 
diminished and a large element of the 14,000 who turned out on the following Wednesday sported the 
black and white colours. 

Couzer from Bangor again fielded, taking the place of the injured Dickie Lunn, who failed a pre 
match test. It was a typical Cup game, with fortunes varying at an alarming rate and reputations on all 
sides redeemed after the disappointing drawn game. With wind advantage. Rovers were superior in the 
first half and were ahead deservedly at the break when Paddy Coad drove home a Jimmy Kelly corner 
after 11 minutes. Tom Crawley was getting the better of a keen duel with Davy Cochrane, while Grice 
and Donnelly were playing great games. 

Dundalk’s half-back line of Donnelly, Leathern and Grice dominated the opening exchanges after 
the break and the equaliser came from Paddy Barlow after a Donnelly-Kelly move. The winning goal 
came with 10 minutes remaining and Sideliner’s description told the full story. “It was Donnelly’s 
cleverness which changed defence into attack. A pass intended for Westby was collared by him near the 
centre line. He took the ball, veered to the left and made one glorious run along the left wing. He 
sauntered past Coad, sidestepped Doherty and then ran until Clarke pushed the ball to touch. 
McCartney threw it in far up on the left. Lavery got the ball, worked it almost to the by-line, beating 
the back on the way. Bryson came out to tackle him and, with a clever hook, Lavery just raised the ball 
a shade too high for the centre half and on to Kelly’s head. The centre forward nodded it into the back 
of the net with Palmer beaten to the world. It was a great goal with understanding and combination 
behind it. Kelly and Lavery had rounded off one splendid movement by Donnelly, a worthy captain.” 

The game was over, but not the drama. The ‘Gillete Book of the FAI Cup’ records the story. 

“Rovers did not object to Couzer, but Frank Grice was in no doubt that Couzer was not free to 
play for Dundalk. He made it clear to captain Joey Donnelly that, in the event of an objection, 
Dundalk would lose. The arguments continued in the Dundalk camp right up to the final day. 
Joey asserted his position and instructed Jimmy McArdle to do some extra training before the 
final. 

Couzer and McArdle were both present in Dalymount on Cup final day but the Dundalk 
Committee, while acknowledging that Couzer couldn’t be played, selected Dickie Lunn at 
wing-half, moving Frank Grice into the attack. Joey didn’t agree with the decision—he knew 
that the 5’ 4” Dickie Lunn, known as the Mighty Atom, would stand little chance against 
Cork’s Florrie Burke, a commanding 6-footer and requested the Committee to think again. 
After another “selection” committee meeting, poor Lunn, who was stripped and rubbed down, 
was dropped in favour of Jimmy McArdle, with Frank Grice lining out in his normal left-half 
position.” 
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Final opponents Cork United were undoubtedly the top team in League of Ireland football in the 
1940 s, winning 5 championships in 6 years between 1941 and 1946 and appearing in 3 Cup finals in a 
row, 1941 to 1943. In the semi-final, the great Sean McCarthy scored 4 goals in a 4-2 win over 
Drumcondra. Cork showed three changes from the team which had defeated Waterford in the previous 
years final—with the addition of Billy Hayes (to be later capped by both Northern Ireland and Irish 
International team) Richie Noonan (ex. St. James Gate) and Florrie Burke. 

34,300 of an attendance paid £2,028 to see the following teams line out on April 26th 1942. 

Dundalk: Gerry Matier, Billy O’Neill, Tom Crawley, Joey Donnelly, Johnny Leathern, Frank Grice, 
Paddy Barlow, Jimmy McArdle, Artie Kelly, Johnny Lavery, Sammy McCartney 

Cork United: Jimmy “Fox” Foley, Billy Hayes, Paddy Duffy, Johnny McGowan, Jerry O’Riordan, 
Richie Noonan, Jack O’Reilly, Florrie Burke, Sean McCarthy, Liam O’Neill, Owen Madden 

Fresh from their special training at Bray, Cork “started like greyhounds in a champion sprint” and 
ran over Dundalk for the first 20 minutes. Jerry Matier and Johnny Leathern saved Dundalk, with 
Grice and Barlow performing heroics. The second half brought the goals, the thrills and great football. 
Cork went ahead inside 8 minutes when Owen Madden sent right-winger Jack O’Reilly clear. Within 5 
minutes Paddy Barlow headed the ball off the boot of Cork full-back Paddy Duffy and Artie Kelly 
following up beat “Fox” Foley for the equaliser. Barlow retired injured and then Tom Crawley got the 
worst of a strong tackle, and finished the game limping. 

The Dundalk wing-halves Donnelly and Grice now began to control the game and with 20 
minutes remaining Artie Kelly scored his second goal, after a move involving Leathern, Lavery and 
McCartney.Cork fought back and Owen Madden took three great corners—but a stonewall defence 
did not waver. With 6 minutes remaining, Johnny Lavery scored Dundalk’s third goal to seal the 
victory. 

In a great team performance it was difficult to pick out players for special mention—but the half¬ 
back line of Donnelly, Leathern and Grice stood out. The last word is 
best left to Shamrock Rovers player-coach and one of Ireland’s finest 
players, Jimmy Dunne: “I’m delighted Dundalk have won the Cup, 
because it would be a pity if such a fine football team didn’t win the 
biggest honour and a tragedy if such a fine artist as Joey Donnelly 
couldn’t wear a Cup medal”. 

On Monday night, thousands assembled at the Railway Station to 
greet the returning heroes. The Emmett Band led the team brake in a 
procession around the town, finishing up at Bill Russells in Park 
Street, where there were speeches and cheers. Inside there was a 
reception with more speeches and late night celebrations. Johnny 
Lavery expressed the team’s sentiments when he said that Sunday had 
been the happiest day of his life. 

Apart from the starting eleven, others who played in the Cup 
campaign were Tommy Godwin (v. Distillery), Couzer (v. Shels and Shamrock Rovers replay) Dicky 
Lunn (v. Shamrock Rovers drawn semi-final). 

The Cup final did not end the season. First there was Joey Donnelly’s benefit match at the Athletic 
Grounds on the Sunday after the Cup Final where the full Shamrock Rovers team provided the opposi¬ 
tion, A big crowd on a beautiful Summer-like day saw Rovers win by 5-0, with goals from Coad, 
Dunne, Byrne and 2 from Farrell. On the Dundalk side Lunn, Tommy Doran (Bray) and Alf Rigby 
took the place of Cup men, McCartney, McArdle and Crawley. 

On the following night the team were in Belfast, playing in another Cup competition. 
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The Inter City Cup 

With only 10 teams in the League of Ireland, the League season had ended in late March. Dundalk 
had only 3 matches in April, all in the Cup. Conditions were even worse in Northern Ireland. Out of 
the 14 teams who had played in the Irish League Championship in the 1939-40 season, only 6 had 
competed in the Regional League in the 1941-42 season. With bills to pay, the Northern and Southern 
administrators had agreed a novel end of season competition, called the Inter City Cup, between teams 
from both jurisdictions, that provided much needed gate income. The competition would continue for 
eight seasons, before it was finally abandoned after the 1949 final. 

In its first season there were 12 teams, 6 from each side—Cork, Shamrock Rovers, Bohs, Shels, St. 
James Gate and Dundalk coupled with Linfield, Belfast Celtic, Derry City, Distillery, Cliftonville and 
Glentoran. The competition was run on a two-leg tie basis, but all the League of Ireland clubs were 
obliged to play their “home” ties at Dalymount Park. 

Dundalk drew Glentoran in the first round and at Grosvenor Park brought a 5-1 margin into the 
“home” tie and although beaten 2-1, went into the second round on a 6-3 aggregate. For the next 
round, when the best Northern and Southern losers joined the 6 winners, Dundalk were back at 
Grosvenor Park, losing 1-0 to Distillery, thanks to a penalty conceded by Gerry Matier. A couple of 
days later, there was a sensational ending to the second leg at Dalymount. Distillery scored first and a 
new centre-forward for Dundalk, Tommy Doran (ex. Bray) equalised. In a thrill-a-minute second half, 
Dundalk attacked relentlessly and, after missing a penalty kick, a classic Donnelly-Barlow move ended 
with Artie Kelly scoring with the last kick of the match, almost five minutes into injury time. The 
Distillery team were prepared to play extra-time, but their officials called them off protesting at the 
length of the second half 

The referee had warned the goalkeeper and the Distillery 
captain that he was adding extra-time for time wasting. With the 
non-appearance of the opposition, the referee ordered the game 
to be resumed. The Dundalk team kicked off and placed the ball 
in the empty net. 

The first leg of the semi-final was at Windsor Park against 
Belfast Celtic. Celtic easily had the better of the first half and led 
by 2-0 at the interval—it could easily have been four. But 
Dundalk took command in the second half, drew level with 
goals from Barlow and Kelly and could have scored more. 

A gate of £450 at Dalymount for the second leg saw a 
classic—at half-time “thousands stood up and applauded the 
players of both sides for a wonderful feat—one in which whole¬ 
hearted team work was heightened by flashes of individual 
brilliance and made the match sparkle in ones memory as one 
in a thousand.” Feature of the game was the battle between “a 
brilliant Celtic left-wing partnership of Jimmy McAlindon and 
Norman Kernaghan” and “the daring of Sam Cullen and the 
greatness of Frank Grice”. At the other end, Artie Kelly had 
Jack Vernon “in difficulties” and that “amazing master of the 
game Bertie Furton” had a great tussle with Paddy Barlow. “One incident had only ended when 
you saw another equally brilliant by either side”. With ten minutes remaining, Paddy Barlow broke the 
deadlock, finishing a move that involved half-a-dozen players and sent Dundalk into the final. 
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Four days later it was back in Dalymount for the final against Shamrock Rovers. Rovers, winners of 
the Shield and runner-up to Cork in the League had swept through to the final of the Inter City Cup 
with wins over Derry City (10-3 Aggregate), Shelbourne (8-7) and Cliftonville (7-1). They had their 
best team on duty, Jimmy Dunne, Paddy Coad and a new centre forward Tommy Byrne whose 20 
League goals with Limerick made him the leading League scorer that year. 

Dundalk played second fiddle to Rovers in the first half, but later the brilliance of Larry Palmer, the 
Hoops keeper, prevented an improving Dundalk from scoring. 15 minutes from the end the winner 
came, described in the Dundalk Democrat as follows: “Barlow’s corner was punched clear by Palmer 
and it came to Donnelly who slipped it back to the left. It was coming to Lavery when the little fellow 
surprised the Rovers defence by letting it pass between his legs to McCartney. He slipped it to Barlow 
who first time took it with the instep of his left foot and centred. As it came in Artie Kelly dived high 
and timed the header delightfully. The ball spun off his head and into the net yards clear of Palmer who 
was beaten to the world.” 

Dundalk lineout for the final was—Matier, O’Neill, Cullen, Donnelly, Leathern, Grice, Barlow, 
Kelly, Doran, Lavery, McCartney. Sam Cullen had been signed from Brideville for the Inter City Cup 
competition to replace Tom Crawley who was injured. 

“Frank Grice was a star and repeated his Celtic game and his second half mastery of Jimmy Dunne 
was complete. Barlow was great—his corner kicking was that of a master. Leathern had a stranglehold 
on Byrne and Donnelly was at his best, starting runs, feeding his forwards and showing brains in every¬ 
thing.” 

The most successful year in the clubs history and under the captaincy of its most famous son, Joey 
Donnelly, was celebrated with a Victory Dance in the Railway Hall on the following Wednesday 
evening. The two Cups and the title of All-Ireland Champions made up for the heartbreak of so many 
near misses. 

Bob Prole was also a proud man—he was presented with two gold medals at the Annual Meeting of 
the FAl, one as representative of the Cup winners and a long service medal on the completion of ten 
successive years membership of the FAL The extra bonus for the club was a financial bonanza from 
both Cup runs. The year’s surplus of over £800 was used to pay outstanding creditors and to undertake 
a major levelling of the Oriel Park pitch. 

• Representative Honours for LOI 

March 17 1942 (H) NI Reg. League 2: LOI 2. Jerry Matier, Johnny Lavery 

April 6 1942 (A) NI Reg. League 5: LOI 2. Jerry Matier 

• Individual Match Records : Two Players scored four goals in a League Game. 

Artie Kelly Nov. 30 (H) Brideville 4-1 

Johnny Lavery Dec. 28 (H) Drumcondra 6-2 
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Winners FAI Cup and Inter City Cup 1942 
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1941-42 

P 
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L 

F 

A 
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League Home 9 

6 

2 

1 

28 

14 


League Away 9 

2 

1 ; 

6 
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22 


League 

18 

8 

3 ; 

7 

45 

36 
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FAI Cup 

5 
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1 ^ 

0 

: 10 i 

5 
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9 
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1 

2 

27 

17 
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2 
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1 

2 

12 

7 

WIN 

Total 

46 

25 

8 

13 

110 

72 
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SH 

LS 
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Kelly, Artie 
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15 

4 

5 

3 

3 
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Lavery, Johnny 

20 
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3 

6 

2 

1 


McCartney, Sam 

15 

5 

1 
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4 

Barlow, Paddy 
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5 
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3 
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Grice, Frank 

13 
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3 
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Bryan, Harry 
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1 
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McArdle. Jimmy 
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1 
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1 

Leathern. Johnny 2 ; 

1 
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Donnelly, Joey 

1 
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Doran, Tom 

1 






1 

41-42 Total 

110 

45 

10 

27 

10 

6 
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H 
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and Tom Crawley 
at the 
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INTER CITY CUP 



1942 
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All 2 leg except Final 



Back: Johnny Leathern, Frank Grice, Gerry Matter, Tom Crawley, Billy O’Neill. 
Front: Paddy Barlow, Artie Kelly, Joe Donnelly (Captain), Johnny Lavery, 
Jimmy McArdle, Sammy McCartney. 

























- 1942/43 - 

Tommy Doran, who had guested during the Inter City Cup, was signed and both Artie Kelly and 
Sammy McCartney departed. In the early part of the season, three new forwards were taken on— 
Harvey and Stannix (ex. Linfield) and Don McDonald from Belfast Celtic. There was a bright opening, 
with the Dublin City Cup added to the clubs trophy cabinet before the end of September, as well as an 
unbeaten 5-match Shield run. 

An early season injury to Tom Crawley gave Jim 
Unknowns took a 6-2 pasting in the Dublin City 
Cup, but Shels were tougher opponents in the semi¬ 
final. A single goal from Paddy Barlow set up a mid¬ 
week Dalymount Park final against Drumcondra, 
where a Barlow hat-trick secured a 4-2 win with the 
following team: - 

Matier, O’Neill, Hearty, Donnelly, Leathern, Grice, Barlow, Harvey, Stannix, Lavery, McDonald. 

Don MacDonald had played in the same schoolboy International team with johnny Lavery and 
their left: wing partnership was proving very productive. 

Shield hopes were dampened over three weekends, with an away loss to Drums and poor finishing 
resulted in home draws with Shels and Cork, leaving Bohs in pole position with one match remaining. 
However Wagger Byrne with 2 goals for Brideville surprised Bohs, leaving Dundalk to win at home 
against bottom of the league Bray and force a lucrative play-off against Cork United. In spite of the 
bonus of an early joey Donnelly penalty, the forwards again failed to deliver and Bray scrambled a 1-1 
draw, leaving a one-point gap against the winners Cork United. 

For the Drumcondra Shield game at Tolka Park, a new centre-forward was tried. Dudley Milligan 
(Chesterfield) had been sent off playing for Distillery against Linfield and under the “open door” 
system signed for Dundalk and scored on his debut in a 4-2 loss. But within the next two weeks and 
before making another Dundalk appearance, it was reported that the English F.A. had banned him for 
life! However, there must have been a reprieve because after the War he returned to English football 
playing with Chesterfield, his pre-War club and subsequently had a couple of seasons with 
Bournemouth. 

He was capped in 1939 against Wales and scored in a 3-1 defeat—giving him an unusual C.V. that 
reads—International (played one, scored one), Dundalk (played once, score one) and banned for life 
(once)! 

Before the League started, Dundalk and the League authorities got involved in a public controversy 
in the matter of travel allowances, during which Dundalk threatened to withdraw from the League. 
Shamrock Rovers pleaded with Dundalk to hang on and while there was a small improvement in the 
terms offered, it was with reluctance that the club committee agreed to continue. Deprived of its 
Northern support and with the high cost of wages and travel, the club was incensed at the fact that for 
“travel support” purposes it was being treated similar to City teams (who could take the train to 
Dundalk and walk to the grounds) 

The financial situation from the key Shield game against Bray made grim reading, where £36 
takings had, after expenses and a 50/50 split left Dundalk with £15. Wages, travel, hotel and other 
expenses came to £50—leaving a deficit of £35. The away game against Brideville yielded £10 from the 
gate. “They can’t go on doing that indefinitely.” 

The good Shield form continued into the League campaign until there were successive losses to 
Cork and Drums in early December. There was an immediate recovery in a 7-match unbeaten run in 
the League, leading up to the Cup. 


Hearty his chance to show his worth. Bray 


City Cup 
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Bray Unknowns 

H 6-2 

2 Barlow, 2 Harvey, Lavery, Leathern 

Shelbourne 

N 1-0 

Barlow 

Drumcondra 

N 4-2 

3 Barlow, McDonald 








Two leg ties were introduced for the Cup and the first leg against St. James Gate ended a 3-3 draw. 
A near 3000 gate on the following Sunday saw another draw (2-2) to send the game to a midweek 
replay. Goals by Paddy Barlow and johnny Lavery saw Dundalk through to a second round tie with 
Drumcondra. 

The following Sunday, the all-powerful Cork United packed Oriel Park (3,500) for a crucial League 
game and a great 3-0 win maintained a top League position. For the third Sunday in a row, Dundalk 
were back to Oriel for the Drums Cup tie and a 4,300 gate witnessed a 2-2 draw. 

For Drums full back Tommy O’Rourke it was an eventful day—he missed a penalty when the game 
was scoreless, then took down Joey Donnelly who gave Dundalk the lead, and finally tied the match 2- 
2 from a penalty after Dundalk keeper Gerry Matier “planted” Drums centre-forward Tommy 
McNamara, who was chasing a ball going over the end line. Tommy scored again from a penalty in the 
replay, but Dick McGrane’s hat-trick did the damage when Dundalk were routed 4-0. Drums went on 
to beat hot favourites Cork United in the final. 

Within another couple of days Drums severely damaged 
Dundalk’s League hopes with a 3-2 win at Tolka. On Saturday 
March 20th, Shels threw Dundalk a lifeline by taking a point from 
Cork. With only 2 matches left to play, 2 wins would tie the 
League—but on the following day, a draw against St. James Gate proved fatal. A last match win over 
Bray left Dundalk runnersup by a single point to Cork United who were winning their third successive 
League title. 

There was a 5-week gap before the Inter City Cup commenced. In the first round Cliftonville took 
a 2-1 lead from the first leg to Dalymount; a 3-1 victory by Dundalk yielded an aggregate 4-3 win. 
Grosvenor Park was the venue for the second round opening leg where Distillery got ample revenge for 
their controversial departure in the previous year with a 5-2 win. A couple of days later, they repeated 
the dose at Dalymount Park, this time on a 5-3 score line, to qualify for the semi-final by 10-5 on 
aggregate. Shamrock Rovers got the better of Distillery in the semi-final to set up another all southern 
club final, defeating Bohemians (on a corner count) 

The team that lined out in the first Cliftonville game had a number of guest players: 

Flynn (Drums), Clarke (Drums), Hearty, Donnelly, Leathern, Grice, Barlow, Kearns (Bray), 
Ferguson, Lavery, McDonald. Arthur Cullen (Dublin University) came on for the Distillery games and 
was signed for the following season. 

In spite of defeating Drums in the final of the Dublin City Cup, they turned out to be the bogie 
team, losing to them in the Cup and losses in the League and Shield ultimately were the difference in 
the one point gap with Cork in both competitions. 

Only Shamrock Rovers (in the Leinster Senior Cup) and Cork United (once in the League) also got 
the better of Dundalk during the domestic season. In 17 home games only Drums came away from 
Oriel Park with a win. 

Gerry McCourt’s Benefit: 

After 13 seasons with the club as a player and manager, Gerry McCourt’s benefit match closed the 
season and it turned out to be a real gala occasion. The Cup winners Drumcondra provided the opposi¬ 
tion and the big crowd saw a Dundalk selection winning by 6-4. Frank Johnston “a novice to the game” 
played a “grand game, with neat touches, accuracy in the corner kicks and crowning the lot with the 
most brilliant goal of the ten—the highlight of the match” 

As an added attraction it was announced in advance that two personalities would act as linesmen— 
Micky Hamill (Belfast Celtic) and Johnny Mercer (Derby Co.) the International player. Hamill’s career 
with Belfast Celtic spanned 20 years, interspersed with periods in Manchester, Glasgow and the U.S.A. 
He won 5 championships and 4 Irish Cups with Celtic, and uniquely won Championship medals also 
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Cork Utd 

12 
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42 

14 

27 

Dundalk 

11 

4 

3 

40 

22 

26 

Drumcondra 

9 

5 

4 

47 

34 

23 
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in England (with Manchester United) and Scotland (with Glasgow Celtic). Tragically, his Oriel Park 
appearance to honour Gerry McCourt was one of his last (if not his very last) football public appear¬ 
ances. The following July he was drowned in an accident in the River Lagan. Johnny Mercer had played 
11 times for Ireland—his last almost 40 years previously in 1905. 

The Drumcondra team had two guests, Donal Flanagan, the Irish Sprint champion and St. James 
Gate centre-forward, and Tommy Best “the coloured player from Cliftonville.” Tommy Best (a 
Welshman) was a young rating on a minesweeper based in Belfast. He spent a season with Belfast Celtic 
and when the War was over he played in the English Leagues with Chester City, Cardiff City and 
Queens Park Rangers. His appearance in Gerry McCourt’s Benefit made him almost certainly the first 
coloured player to tog out in Oriel Park. 

By the start of the new season Donal Flanagan was playing at centre-forward for Dundalk. 

• Representative Honours for LOI: 


17 March ‘43 (H), 0-1 N.I. Reg. Leagi 

26 April ‘43 Belfast 2-2 N.I. Reg. 
League. Leathern (1 goal), McDonald. 
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W 

0 

L 

F 

A 
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Lge Home 
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7 

1 

1 

24 

14 


Lge Away 

9 

4 

3 

2 

16 

8 


League 

18 

11 

4 

3 

40 

22 

RU 

FAI Cup 
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1 

3 ; 

1 

9 

12 

2ndR 

Shield 

9 

4 

4 

1 

15 

13 

4th 

City Cup 

3 

3 

0 

0 

11 

4 

WIN 

Leinster Cup 1 

0 : 

0 

1: 

2 

5 

IstR 

1 City Cup 

4 

1 

0 

3 

9 

13 

2ndR 

Total 

40 

20 

11 

9 

86 

69 



:. Matier,Leathern,Barlow, McDonald 


Goals TOT 

L 

FAI SHL CC LSC 

ICC 

McDonald, Don 

17; 

12; 

1 

2; 1 


1 

Doran, Tommy 

15: 

IL 

2 

1 

1 


Barlow, Paddy 

15 

4 

2 

3: 6; 



La very, Johnny 

11 

4 

2 

3; l; 


1 

Leathern, Johnny 

8 

2 


1 

1 

4 

McArdle, Jimmy 

5 

4 


1 



Donnelly, Joey 

5 

2 

2 

1 



Harvey, Bobby 

3 



1 2 



Grice, Frank 

2 

1 


1 



AND 

1 





1 

Cullen, Arthur 

1 





1 

Durban, Paddy 

1 





1 

Milligan, Dudley 

1 



1 



Stannex 

1 



1 



Total 

86 

40 

9 15 11 

2 

9 


- 1943/44 - 

In July, Dundalk people got the opportunity to see new centre forward Donal Flanagan in action at 
the Athletic Grounds for the NACA National Championship meeting, where he won the 100 yards 
and 220 yards championships. Later in the summer, he added the 60 yards dash and was narrowly 
defeated in the 440 yards by his brother Brendan, who also signed with Dundalk and played in the 
reserves. The 19-year-old Flanagan had established his credentials with St. James Gate in the previous 
season. In the Cup games against Dundalk, he had scored two goals in each leg of the tie. 

With War conditions getting worse the League was reduced to eight clubs, following the exclusion 
of Brideville and Bray Unknowns. As it turned out, Bray’s visit to Oriel Park on the previous March 
28th was their last game in the League of Ireland. To flesh out the playing season, the Dublin City Cup 
was played as a single round league, similar to the Shield. 

For Dundalk, the season opened with a visit to Milltown to meet Rovers for the Presidents Cup, 
where the home side came out on top by 3-2. Both Dundalk goals came from Donal Flanagan. To 
show his start was no fluke, he followed up with another brace on the following weekend against his 
old club in a 3-0 City Cup victory, with the third goal coming from the returned Sammy McCartney, 
back after a season with Linfield. On the following Sunday, it was the turn of Drumcondra—and a 
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rampant forward line defeated the Cup holders by 5-3, courtesy of two goals from Arthur Cullen and 
three from the red hot Flanagan. However, only one further win in the City Cup put paid to trophy 
prospects. 

The Shield results were no better and the crowds got smaller. Even the visit of Cork United in early 
November failed to attract a decent audience with only 750 turning out to see the normally popular 
Corkmen. And those who stayed away mis.sed a real cracker that finished 5 goals each, with Donal 
Flanagan supplying his third hat-trick of the season, the other goals coming from Bill Parkin and 
Johnny Laver)^ With the season barely one third over, Donal Flanagan was on target to set new goal 
records, with 21 goals in the bag before the L.eague had started. Unfortunately a porous defence was 
playing its part in contributing to a rare set of results, and of which the much abused expression “goals 
galore” surely apply. 

Goals Galore 

After the first 13 games, the aggregate score read:—Goals for 39; Goals against 43—a grand total of 82 
goals. At this stage Dundalk matches had, on average, yielded more than 6 goals per game! 

The complete schedule of games were as follows: 


F A Agg 


Aug-15 

A 

Shamrock R 

2-3 

5 

L 

Aug-22 

H 

St James G 

3-0 

3 

W 

Aug-29 

H 

Drumcondra 

5- 3 

8 

W 

Sep-05 

A 

Shamrock R 

0-2 

2 

L 

Sep-12 

H 

Bohemians 

2 - 4 

6 

L 

Sep-19 

A 

Cork Utd. 

2-4 

6 

L 

Sep-26 

H 

Shelbourne 

3 - 1 

4 

W 

Oct-03 

A 

Limerick 

5- 6 

11 

L 


F A Agg 


Oct-10 

A 

St James G 

5 -2 

7 

W 

Oct-17 

A 

Drumcondra 

1 -5 

6 

L 

Oct-24 

H 

Shamrock R 

2 -5 

7 

L 

Oct-30 

A 

Bohemians 

4-3 

7 

W 

Nov-07 

H 

Cork Utd. 

5-5 

10 

D 

Total 


13 games 

39 43 

82 


Home 


6 Games 

20 18 

38 


Away 


7 games 

19 25 

44 



It couldn’t (and didn’t) continue—in the following 14-match league programme the final table 
read. Scored 21 goals, conceded 19. 

Dundalk opened their League campaign with an unbeaten 5-game stretch, which included three 
home wins and two away draws. Consecutive losses followed against title pretenders Shels and surprise 
packet Limerick. A January loss to Drumcondra left no room for further slip-ups. Dundalk’s last two 
league matches were against the two leaders—and a 1-0 loss to Shels in the second last game ended the 
chase. The last match loss to Limerick at Oriel Park made no difference to Dundalk—for Limerick it 
meant runner-up position to Shels by a solitary point, their best finish in seven seasons League 
membership. 

Between the Shels and Limerick games, there was a first round Cup-tie against Cork United, with 
Oriel Park hosting the first leg. The two teams had met at the Carrick Road in a League game 2 weeks 
before the Cup-tie, with Dundalk taking the points by 3-2. In the Cup, a brilliant home team ran over 
the Corkmen by 5 goals to 1 when Paddy Barlow and Johnny Lavery added to Donal Flanagan’s hat- 
trick. But the Oriel Park dressing room was destroyed later that evening in a fire with the loss of the 
club’s entire playing gear. Help came from the local army, from Shelbourne F.C. and even from the 
Cork directors who supplied white shirts for the second leg. That finished the Cork sympathy and a 
bruising second leg ended with Cork winning 1-0 through a Sean McCarthy goal and a frustrated 
Donal Flanagan sent off for retaliation after a series of crunching tackles. 

Semi-final opponents Shelbourne had already won the League and Shield and the 18,000 crowd 
saw Donal Flanagan give Dundalk the lead after two minutes. Joe Cassidy equalised to leave the first leg 







all square. A week later, Paddy Barlows goal was not sufficient 
against three goals From Shels who went through to only their 
fourth Cup final, losing to Shamrock Rovers by 3-2 in the final. 

There was a gap of nearly four weeks before the Inter City 
Cup got under way and a trip to Dalymount to play Derry City. 
A goal from Arthur Cullen gave Dundalk a single goal margin 
for the Grosvenor Park second leg tie—but it was not enough 
and Derry’s 2-0 win put them through to the second round. 
Dundalk qualified for the second round as one of the best losers 
and for the third consecutive season drew Distillery, who made 
sure at the first leg in Grosvenor, winning 4-1. A Dalymount 1- 
1 draw closed the season. For the Grosvenor Park tie, re.serve 
team players Frank McCourt and Jim Beattie were promoted to 
first team duty and both impressed. 

This competition was turning out to be a real money- 
spinner with crowds flocking to Dalymount and the various 
Belfast venues. Adding to the financial attractions for the partici¬ 
pating clubs was a pooling system in which the receipts after 
expenses were divided out. The 1944 competition had attracted 
record crowds. The first round receipts of £3,826 were shared 
equally between the 12 clubs. Takings of £2,923 in the second 





1943-44 

Back; Donal Flanagan, Tom Crawley, Gerry Matier, Jim Hearty, Johnny Leathern. 

Front; Paddy Barlow, Johnny Lavery, Joe Donnelly, Arthur Cullen. Dicky Lunn, Sammy McCartney. 
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round were divided between the 8 participants, while a third of the £3,600 semi-final went to the teams 
not reaching the semis. 

Dundalk’s share of £550, went a long way to balancing the books. The club’s appeal for help 
following the fire found a responsive ear in the North when the Northern Ireland Regional League 
subscribed £25, a gesture much appreciated by the club officials. 

• Representative Honours with the LOI. 

March 17 ‘44 (H), LOI 3—4 NIRL . April 10 ‘44 Belfast, NIRL 2—2 LOI 

Jerry Matier played in both matches. 


1943M Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

AO 

Flanagan, Don 

28 

3 

4 

9 

10 

2 

Cullen. Arthur 

11 

7 



3 

1 

La very. Johnny 

8 

5 

1 

2 



Barlow. Paddy 

8 

2 

2 

3 


1 

McCartney. S 

6 

1 



4 

1 

Leathern. J 

3 

2 


1 



McFarlane, 

2 



1 

1 


Parkin. Willie 

2 



2 



Crawley, Tom 

1 

1 





Johnston. Frank 

1 




1 


og- 

1 




1 


Total 

71 

21 

7 

18 

20 
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League Home 

7 

4 

1 

2 

16 

12 


League Away 

7 

2 

2 

• 3 

5 

: 7 


League Total 

14 

6 

3 

; 5 

21 

19 

4th 

FAI Cup 

4 

: 1 

1 

2 

; 7 

6 

SF 

Shield 

7 

2 

2 

• 3 

18 

i 22 

; 7th 

City Cup 

7 

3 

0 

4 

; 20 

20 

5th 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

; 0 

1 

IstR 

Inter City Cup 

4 

1 

1 

2 

; 3 

7 

2ndR 

Pres Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

RU 

Total 

38 

13 

7 

18 

71 

78 



1944/45 



There was much closed season talk of a “cheap” team to combat growing 
financial problems. Dundalk’s big northern contingent was causing 
problems, particularly where a visit to Cork or Limerick was concerned—the 
Democrat spoke of the “penitential visits to Cork”. 

There were lots of new faces on show for the opening day game against 
Bohemians in the Dublin City Cup at Oriel Park, which was preceded by a 
musical treat from St. Joseph’s Boys Band “under its enthusiastic leader Mr. 

McEntee” 

Goals: Gerry Matier had gone to Brideville and was replaced by ex- 
Drums keeper Paddy Barnes (“a Dundalk man who was born in Bridge St.”) 

Fulls: Newly appointed captain Eugene Noonan (ex Gate and Glentoran) Johnny Matthews 

partnered Jim Hearty. Halves: Bill Parkin, Joey Donnelly (playing centre-half) and O’Brien (ex 
Drumcondra) Forwards: Paddy Barlow, Emmett McLaughlin (ex Gate), Donal Flanagan, Johnny 
Matthews (ex Gate) and T. Mulholland (from Newry) 

“Spectators must have felt that they were numbskulls to have left the fire to stand in the rain” when 
Bohs went three goals up in the first half But an injury to Bill Parkin brought about a remarkable 
change—Bill went to the wing, Donnelly moved to right-half and Johnny Matthews to centre-half 
What followed was “a football fan’s dream game”. After drawing level 4-4, Emmet McLaughlin got the 
winner “with a cheeky back heel”, to give Dundalk an unlikely 5-4 victory. Over the next few weeks 
there was a succession of changes—^Jim Hearty seemed to have a new left-half for every second game. 
Johnny Leathern returned, Willie Fallon (ex Shels) and Tom Halpin were signed, Peter “Jigger” Kearny 
was promoted to first team duty, Paddy Durkan got a run and two Northern Intermediate players 
Wilson and Lennon were tried. 
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The Milltown game against Rovers was another heart-warmer—this time the Hoops came back 
from 4-3 down with nine minutes remaining to snatch a 5-4 win, on their way to a 7 wins out of 7 
matches victory in the City Cup. Except for an 8-4 win over Limerick Shield results were even worse 
then the City Cup, and a last match loss to Drums at Tolka by 7-3 gave Dundalk its 8th consecutive 
away loss. And worse was to follow. 

On Saturday December 16th, Brideville took a 9-0 hammering from Cork United—the following 
day Dundalk travelled to Limerick to be hit with a 9-1 scoreline. “Jerry Matier picked the ball out of 
the Brideville net nine times against Cork—who’d have thought the same task would await Paddy 
Barnes the next day. This Dundalk team is the worst side we ever had for away games.” 

The Democrat writer wasn’t finished—a week later when Brideville got the better of Dundalk by 2- 
1, his patience was running thin: “Even with the best will in the world and at this time of peace and 
friendship it is difficult to write pleasantly about Dundalk’s performance at Tolka Park on Christmas 
Eve when Brideville beat us 2-1. No hard luck story this—if pressure and chances counted for anything 
we should have been beaten about six goals” 

There was an away win eventually, in January against Shels, thanks to a magnificent display by new 
keeper Kearns, (ex Home Farm and Limerick). With Limerick he had played as a winger, scoring 
against Dundalk in the City Cup. Although only one home game was lost in the League (to champions 
elect Cork United), a dismal 2 points away from home earned third last spot. In a composite League 
table, made up of the three league competitions (DCC, Shield and League) the team would have ended 
up in second last spot, just two points above Bohs. 

93 goals were conceded over the 36-match season, the worst defensive record in the club’s history. 

In 12 games the defence conceded at least four goals per game. 

The FAI Cup 

There was relief when fellow strugglers Brideville were drawn in the Cup, and to avoid clashing 
with the other first round matches, all at Dublin venues, Brideville agreed to travel for the first leg. 
Donal Flanagan’s 2 goals saw Dundalk bring a 2-0 cushion to Tolka Park for the second leg. Willie 
Fallon’s goal retained this advantage until a very late Brideville goal cut the margin to 3-2. 

In contrast to the rest of the season’s performance, Dundalk played brilliantly in the Dalymount 
first leg semi-final against Shamrock Rovers. The 3-0 victory (2 from Flanagan, 1 from Fallon) did not 
reflect the Whites superiority. 24,000 turned out a week later and saw a complete turnaround. 
Dundalk’s missed chances in the first leg came back to haunt them when Rovers scored five without 
reply. Rovers centre forward Podge Gregg scored a hat trick and in the final his lone goal sunk 
Bohemians, before an attendance of 41,238—an all time record for an FAI Cup final (Receipts £2441). 

Three weeks after the semi-final. Distillery were Inter City Cup opponents for the fourth year 
running and ran out convincing 6-4 winners over the two legs—2-5 in Belfast with Dundalk winning 
2-1 at Dalymount. 

• Representative Honours with the LOI. 

March 17 ‘45 Dublin 2—1 N1 Reg. Lge. 

April 2 ‘45 Belfast 5—3 N1 Reg Lge. 

Willie Fallon (scored in Belfast game). 

• There was a two minutes silence before the FAI Cup game against Brideville, in memory of 
Paddy Markey, Castle Rd., who had died a few days earlier. For some thirty years he had 
been a reporter with the Dundalk Democrat and had covered local soccer for all of that 
period. With a unique writing style, his descriptive and detailed match reports were always 
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well balanced, giving full credit to the opposition teams’ performances. A strong and 
trenchant supporter of Dundalk, he frequently took issue with the League Authorities (“the 
Dublin Junta”) particularly where he sensed that his beloved Dundalk was getting a raw 
deal. In the late 1920s he had spent a couple of seasons on the GNR Management 
Committee and had maintained close links with the club’s officers since that time. As a 
result he was privy to many of the issues confronting the club and wrote knowledgably 
about all aspects of the game, including regular features on the Northern Ireland club scene. 


1944-45 Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

AO 

Flanagan. Donal 

20 

6 

4 

2 

7 

1 

Fallon. Willie 

14 

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Kearney, Peter 

7 

5 


2 



Matthews, Johnny 

6 

4 



2 : 


Hatpin, Tom 

6 



2 

2 

2 

McLaughlin. E 

6 



1 

5 ^ 


AND 

4 





4 

Barlow, Paddy 

4 

1 


■ 3 



Donnelly, Joey 

2 ; 




2 


Leathern, Johnny 

1 

1 





Parkin. Willie 

1 

1 





Lennon 

1 : 



1 



Mullholland, T 

1 




1 


44-45 Total 

73 

22 

6 

15 

21 
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P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

League Home 

7 

3 

3 

1 

13 

; 10 : 


League Away 

7 

1 

0 

: 6 

9 

; 23 


League 

14 

4 

3 

; 7 

22 

33 ^ 

6th 

FAI Cup 

4 

2 

0 

2 

6 

: 7 ; 

SF 

Shield 

7 

: 2 

1 

: 4 

; 15 

; 20 ; 

6th 

City Cup 

7 

3 

; 0 

4 

21 

; 20 : 

5th 

Leinster Cup 

2 

0 

1 

: 1 

; 5 

; 7 : 

QF 

Intercity Cup 

2 

1 

: 0 

1 

4 

: 6 

IR 

Total 

36 

12 

5 

19 

73 

93 



- 1945/46 - 

Waterford’s last League season (1940/41) had ended in a debacle when a play-off for the League 
title with Cork United failed to take place as terms could not be agreed between the club and the 
players. Now after an absence of four seasons they were back, taking the place of Brideville whose 
return had lasted just one season. 

Gerry McCourt was starting his twelfth year as team trainer and new club captain was Peter Molloy 
(ex Bohs). Aged 37, Molloy had wide experience in English football, playing from 1931/32 to 1938/39 
with seven different clubs. From Dundalk he later moved to Distillery and at the age of 40 ended up 
with Notts County during the 1947/48 season. 


Dublin City Cup 

It was a couple of weeks before Joey Donnelly signed up and for the opening day team sheet, in a 2- 
2 away draw with Waterford, there were seven new faces—and only Hearty, Matthews, Flanagan and 
Fallon from the previous season. The full team was: Freddie Kiernan (ex Shels), Norman Miller (ex 
Bournemouth), Jim Hearty; Johnny Matthews, Peter Molloy, Victor Aiken (ex Glentoran, Brentford); 
Arthur Douglas (ex Glentoran), Richard Reilly (formerly Bohs and Shels), Donal Flanagan, Seamus 
Brophy (from Leinster Senior League team Midland Athletic), and Willie Fallon. 

An early season injury to Donal Flanagan lead to the immediate signing of George Sterling (ex 
Glentoran) who scored on his debut against Shamrock Rovers in a 2-1 win at Oriel Park. Billy Flanagan 
also made his debut that day. Jim Kelly, from Drogheda, had started promisingly on the “B” team and 
for the difficult away trip to Cork he scored twice in a 2-2 draw. 

The return of Joey Donnelly and the introduction of several new players didn’t help and the loss of 
the last two games in the City Cup had the critics out in force. “I have been asked by numerous people 
to lacerate with vituperant criticism the whole Dundalk team and all the Committee—even the man 
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who laces the ball,” cried the Democrat... “Why not give more locals their chance”. But he noted that 
these were the same supporters with a “depressing influence of hostility towards local players.” 

Shield 

A 3-2 win over Waterford brightened things with Jimmy McEvoy making an impressive debut and 
ex-Drums Tommy McNamara brought some life into the forwards. The return of Donal Flanagan was 
short lived, although he scored in a 2-2 draw against Shels. Hugh Doherty from Buncrana arrived for 
the Glenmalure clash with Rovers and another 2-1 victory, highlighted by a much improved “all round 
team performance”. George Stirling scored a hat trick against Cork United, who drew a crowd of 4,000 
to see a game “packed with speed and excitement” in a 3-1 home win. 

Three wins and a draw put Dundalk top of the Shield table and muted the local critics — the 
Democrat opined that the half back line of McEvoy, Molloy and Matthews “was the best in the 
League”. 

But a bad injury to Freddie Kiernan in a Leinster Cup tie against Transport spelt disaster. Two new 
keepers were tried out, Barnes and MePhilips (from Drogheda), and for the LSC semi final clash with 
Shels, Willie Fallon went between the sticks—to no avail, the match ending in a 6-2 rout. With Bohs 
consent Charlie Landers was signed to take his place, in time for the key Shield game against Drums. 
However before a £515 gate at Tolka, the home side came out on top by 4-2. A week later Bohs came 
back from a two goals deficit to take all the points in a 3-2 win at Oriel. The last match in the Shield at 
Limerick was for runner-up medals and a 3-0 home win left Limerick second to Drums. 

But the good news was the signing of Jimmy Dykes, ex Scottish international centre-half who was 
still registered with Hearts. 

The League 

There was more trouble at the beginning of the League when Joey Donnelly, deprived by Jimmy 
McEvoy’s good performances of his favourite right half berth, and fed up with all the chopping and 
changing, refused to play at inside left on the selected team to play Waterford in the opening League 
fixture. His request for release was turned down and he was suspended indefinitely. Dundalk lead 3-1 
but allowed Waterford back to square the game 3-3. 

Another keeper was signed for the still injured Kiernan—Kevin McAlinden (ex Belfast Celtic)— 
and he showed his class on his debut, when Dundalk recovered from a 2-goal deficit to defeat Shels by 
4-2. Next up was Shamrock Rovers for a Dec 23rd pre-Christmas treat at Oriel and a cracking 5-3 win 
for Dundalk, who at one stage lead 5-0 before Tommy Eglinton, Peter Farrell and Podge Gregg 
narrowed the final deficit. Jimmy Hearty, who was having a great season, got the better of the great 
Davy Cochrane. 

The Democrat reckoned that the Dundalk halfback line of Molloy, Dykes and Matthews “was the 
tallest line in the League.” 

“After the Christmas feasting, frequently comes the headache,” announced the Democrat in 
reporting the following Sundays 6-2 thrashing in Cork. 

There was further trouble when Jimmy Dykes played for Hearts while back in Scotland for 
Hogmanay. The club decided not to play him against Drums (lost 2-1) while his registration was being 
regularised, but he was cleared in time to play a starring role in a 4-1 rout of Bohs, mastering Bohs 
leader Mick O’Flanagan. This was Bohs first League defeat, before a Dalymount crowd reckoned to be 
the biggest ever for a Bohs home League game. 

The row with Joey Donnelly was patched up in time for the Limerick encounter but Dundalk let a 
2-0 lead slip, dropping a precious home point. A loss in the next week to Waterford scuppered any 
League dreams. In preparation for the Cup there was tough opposition—but after being three down at 


139 




half time to Rovers a great recovery saw a 3-3 result and before another attendance of 4,000 there was 
another recovery against champions elect Cork United with two second half goals to earn a 2-2 draw. 
On the weekend before the first round Cup match against Shamrocks Rovers, a 3-1 win over Bohs gave 
Dundalk third spot in the League. 

The Cup 

The first leg Cup match against Rovers attracted an all time record gate of £320—£20 more than 
the gate against Dolphins in 1932. The rail alone took 2,000 for the game, but a poor match was the 
reward, enlivened only by Dundalk’s comeback with two goals in the last 20 minutes, sending the 
teams all square into the Milltown second leg. 

Freddie Kiernan was back for the first leg—Dundalk’s equaliser with three minutes to go came from 
a Jimmy McEvoy cross and after a defender breasted the ball away (amidst cries for a penalty) Willie 
Fallon scored from 20 yards. This was the fifth Dundalk/Rovers game this season and Rovers had failed 
to come out on top in any. 

But the Milltown second leg was a different story. A wall collapsed with serious injuries to a 
number of boys and many suffered slight injuries. There was a long hold-up when the injured were 
being attended, while many people thought the game should have been abandoned. When play re¬ 
started the crowd was out on the touchline and for corner kicks the area had to be cleared. To rub salt 
into the Dundalk wounds (who were one down to a Paddy Coad goal) the referee ended the game 
before playing 90 minutes (estimated to be between 5 and 9 minutes short). 

The post Cup period was an anti-climax with two League losses and a 10-2 aggregate hammering 
by Belfast Celtic in the Inter City Cup, but the Reserve team had their moment of glory when the club 
won its first Metropolitan Cup with a 3-2 final win over Bohs before a £214 gate at Dalymount. The 
winning final day team was:—Kiernan, Meighan, Minshull, Donnelly, Durkan, Fallon, Hughes, Lee, 
Kearney, Duffy, O’Rourke. The goals came from Joe Lee, Minshull (pen.) and Willie Fallon. 


Season Snippets 

• The sixteen home games drew a total attendance of 34,000, topped by the Cup gate against 
Rovers (5,900) and the two visits from Cork each attracted 4,000. Only a February League 
game drew less than 1,000—the attendance book records 976 for this match. 

• For the Dec 30th League match in Cork it was estimated that Hugh Docherty, who lived in 
Buncrana, had a round trip of 672 miles—he left home on Saturday morning and arrived 
back on Monday. 

• Gerry McCourfs son, Frank, was lining out with Bristol Rovers reserves. 

• An early season lineout saw the Kelly brothers from Drogheda playing on opposite wings— 
Michael (right) and Jimmy (left). 

• Jim Kelly went to Glenavon and in July 1949 was transferred to Tottenham Hotspur, and 
the following February to Carlisle United. In three seasons at Carlisle he made 42 League 
appearances, scoring 6 League goals. 

• Joe McNulty, the former reserves keeper and now with Celtic 2nds, played with the Irish 
Junior team who defeated Scotland. 

• American Army Colonel Jimmy McDonald, the first captain of Dundalk senior team back 
in the Leinster Senior League years, dropped in on Oriel Park while on a family visit. 

• Paddy Sharkey, the groundsman, came in for much praise for the condition of Oriel Park. 
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• Jim Hearty’s great season was rewarded with his selection to the League of Ireland team for 
the annual Belfast game against the N.I. Regional League, accompanied by Kevin 
McAlinden. Willie Fallon played in the Dublin fixture against the same opposition. 

• Jigger Kearney (marked by Jack Vernon) and Joe Lee (who scored) were in the team for the 
Belfast Celtic ICC tie. 

• The cost of players for the season was £1,915, (up £479), and gate receipts were £3,000 (up 
£536). The deficit for the year was £92. 

• Bob Prole was elected Chairman of the FAI—he had a previous stint of three years in that 
position. 
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- 1946/47 - 

There was much regret at the decision by Willie Fallon to return to Notts County, but Jimmy 
Dykes stayed for another year. Hugh “Dickie” Doherty went to Glasgow Celtic and later become 
understudy to Stanley Matthews at Blackpool. 

The closed season signings included: 

• Seamus Darcy, an inside forward, was from Newry and had played with Limerick in the 
previous season. Before the end of the Shield he requested his release and went North. From 
Ballymena he was transferred to Charlton Athletic for a fee of £5,000 and later moved to 
Chelsea and Brentford, earning five caps with Northern Ireland. Before his departure he 
score five goals, including a hat trick in a 6-4 loss to Drums in the City Cup. 

• Bernie Lester had junior International experience and came from St. Patricks CYMS in 
Dublin. 

• Jimmy Hooks (Newry) could play wing half or inside forward and had a successful spell 
with Cork United, featuring on the 1941 Cup and League double winning team. 

• Preston at full back had been with Shels and had a spell with Dumbarton. 

• Jimmy Kelly (Derry City) was a dual international player with four caps for the Republic 
and eleven caps with N. Ireland. A superb left-winger, now at the veteran stage of his career, 




























he was first capped in 1932, and had six international goals to his credit. He finished the 
season with 17 goals, the clubs leading goal scorer. 

Frank Johnston, awaiting the opening of the Rugby season, was on the opening line-up for a City 
Cup visit to Milltown—lost 2-1—which was:—Fred Kiernan, Johnny Matthews, Jim Hearty, Joey 
Donnelly, Jimmy Dykes, Jimmy McEvoy, Frank Johnston, Jimmy Hooks, Seamus Darcy, Bernie Lester, 
and Jimmy Kelly. 

The first home match, against Bohs, resulted in a promising 5-1 victory (2 each from Jimmy Kelly 
and Frank Johnston, 1 Jimmy Hooks) followed by the announcement that GAA stars Peter Corr and 
Kevin Macken had signed for Dundalk. But the remaining City Cup games told a different story with 
four consecutive losses and plenty of team changes. 

It was clear that Johnny Matthews was not a right full and Paddy Durkan was promoted. A new 
forward, Peadar Walsh, was signed from Grangegorman, to be joined by Joe O’Brien—a left-winger 
from Shelbourne. On Jimmy Dykes recommendation, a former colleague at Hearts, Alex Sharp, was 
taken on. Donal Flanagan was absent through injury but the good news was the superb play of Jimmy 
Kelly, who was a great attraction wherever he played. 

The Shield results were a big improvement on the City Cup and 
after a Peadar Walsh hat trick gave Dundalk full points against 
Shamrock Rovers in the opening game, there was only one loss for 
the rest of the campaign. The closing Shield match was a Carrick 
Road game against Shelbourne with the winner securing the 
runners-up medals to Drumcondra and a stunning comeback from 3-1 down, saw Dundalk 6-3 
winners and the runner-up slot. 

Stars of the day were the right flank combination of Paddy Durkan at full and Peadar Walsh at right 
half Alas, by Christmas, League prospects had been buried—with only a single point from the first 
four games that came in a 4-4 draw with Drums. By then Alex Sharp had gone home and after 
Christmas the crowds disappeared, the average attendance dropping by almost 50%. 

Even the first leg Cup tie against Limerick didn’t enthuse the supporters and the 1,500 attendance 
was lower than at half a dozen pre-Christmas games in the City Cup and Shield, and a far cry from the 
previous year’s 6,000 at the Rovers Cup tie. Those who did turn up saw a poor game, relieved only by a 
Jimmy Kelly penalty. In a much delayed second leg, caused by bad weather, it was nearly four weeks 
before the second leg and a 3-1 defeat ended another Cup campaign. 

Dundalk’s closing programme had a direct bearing on the destination of the League title when the 
title contenders came to Oriel Park on successive Sundays. A single goal win over Drums followed by a 
2-1 loss to Shelbourne ensured that Shels won the title by a point from Drumcondra. 

Peter Corr’s good form was rewarded a few days after the Cup loss when he was on the League of 
Ireland team for the St. Patrick’s day joust with N.I. League team, scoring in a 2-2 draw. For the return 
Belfast fixture he was joined by Jimmy Kelly and they shared a 1-0 victory for the Southerners, with 
Gerry McCourt acting as trainer to the League team. 

Within another week Preston North End had signed Peter Corr, who, in one season, had completed 
the transition from local GAA football to the English First Division—and to the team who had Tom 
Finney on their right wing. As Finney’s understudy and with an unlucky run of injuries he managed 
only 3 League games at Deepdale, before Everton signed him in the summer of 1948, where he linked 
up with fellow countrymen Alex Stevenson, Tommy Eglinton and Peter Farrell—a formidable attacking 
quartet bursting with ability and flair. He earned 4 International Caps including the never-to-be- 
forgotten 2-0 defeat of England at Goodison Park on Sept 21st 1949. 

The usual end of season fare paired Dundalk against Glentoran in the Inter City Cup and the 
Glens 3-0 home win was sufficient to see them through on a 5-2 aggregate. Both Dundalk and 
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Distillery qualified as best losers and were again drawn together. Jimmy Kelly scored in each tie, but it 
was insufficient to stop Distillery progressing on an aggregate 3-2 (1-1 away, 1-2 at Dalymount). 

The highlight of the fag end of the season came in a delayed fixture in the City Cup against 
Waterford when Peadar Walsh scored all four goals in a 4-3 win. 

Season Snippets 

• After an injury to Jim Hearty, the regular full back partnership was Tom Beattie and Paddy 
Durkan. 

• As a result of injuries Arthur Mackin, Roger Lynch, Joe Lee and Jigger Kearney were 
promoted to first team duty. 

• West Ham wanted Johnny Matthews, but terms could not be agreed—^Johnny was not keen 
to leave Ireland. 

• Donal Flanagan was transferred to Notts County as an amateur and after scoring two goals 
in two English League appearances he returned home and joined Shelbourne. But within 
weeks he was transferred to Manchester City. For the 47/48 season he was with Bradford 
City, scoring 6 League goals in 13 appearances. 

• After Christmas new arrival Dessie Byrne, a promising junior from St. Patricks Athletic, 
scored on his debut against Shamrock Rovers 

• Freddie Kiernan was reserve for the International game against Spain, which Ireland won by 
3-2. 

• An injury to Joey Donnelly gave Jimmy McEvoy his chance for an extended run at right 
half 

• In late July two of Dundalk’s “Hall of Famers” left the club—^Joey Donnelly was released 
and Gerry McCourt took up an appointment as trainer to Glenavon. 


Joey Donnelly 

16 Seasons 1929-30 to 1931-32 and 1934-35 to 1946-47 


Honours 

10 International Caps 
2 Inter League Caps 

FAICup -1 Win 1942,3 Runner Up 1931,1935,1938 

League-3 Runner Up 1930-31,1936-37,1942-43 

Shield- 2 Runner Up 1941-42,1946-47 

City Cup -2 Wm 1937-38,1942-43,1 Runner Up 1940-41 

Leinster Cup- 4 Runner Up 1934-35,1935-36,1937-38,1938-39 

Presidents Cup -1 Win 1930-31,1 Runner Up 1943-44 

Inter City Cup -1 Win 1942 

He is the club’s all time leading goalscorer. He has also scored 
more League and FAI Cup goals than anyone else in the club’s 
history. 
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• Poor weather and poor form kept the crowds away—but the club’s share of the £2,500 fee 
for Peter Corr left a season surplus of £7. 

• Individual Match Record: Four goals by Peadar Walsh against Waterford (4-3) on March 
23rd at home in the City Cup. 

• Representative Honours with the League Of Ireland: 

March 17 1947 (H) LOI 2-2 NI Reg League Peter Corr (1 Goal) 

April 7 1947 (A) NI Reg League 0 -1 LOI Peter Corr, Jimmy Kelly 
April 30 1947 (A) LOI 1 English Lge 3 Jimmy Kelly (pen) 
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- 1947-48 - 

In June, Gerry McCourt and Joey Donnelly were busy selecting and coaching a Dundalk 
Schoolboys team to play against the Irish Schoolboys’ International team at Oriel Park. The 
International team came out on top 4-1 before a large crowd, keen to see the stars of tomorrow. The 
local team and reserves were as follows: 

I Minshull, J McEvoy (St. Josephs), K Kelly (Demense Celtic), G McAlester (Bendigo), J. 
McCourt, D McKey, P McGee (all St. Josephs), G. Conlon (Park Rangers), J Martin (St. 
Josephs) D. Brannigan (Bendigo) G. Roddy (Park Rangers). Reserves: G Ryan and P 
Richardson (Bendigo), T McCabe (St. Partick’s). 
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Bob Prole was also busy looking for an English coach, and used trips to Wembley for the Cup Final 
and International matches to contact suitable candidates. In July it was announced that Harry Sellars 
had been appointed to the position. He had spent 14 seasons with Stoke City making 369 League 
appearances, and he was expected to arrive in time to prepare the team for the new season (and the 
hope was expressed that he might coax some English players to join the team). 

Charlie Rust was appointed team trainer to replace Gerry McCourt. 

Chairman: C* J Flanagan Tre/w.* T Walsh S. R. Prole 

Committee: G Ware, E Welch, B O’H. Kennedy, M.J. Spillane, Dr N McGahon, E. Richardson 

Coach: H. Sellars. Trainer: C.J. Rust Captain: F. Kiernan 

Under new management the team made a flying start to the season, starting with a 4-3 win over 
Drumcondra in the City Cup, the first Tolka Park victory since 1942. It got better the following 
Sunday when Peadar Walsh scored five times in a 6-0 thrashing of Waterford, equalling Joe Sayers 
match record set in 1935. An away draw against Limerick on the notoriously bad pitch at the Markets 
Field was followed by two home victories (Cork 4-3 and Shels 1-0) to complete a 5 match unbeaten 
start, the best in years. 

Freddie Kiernan, Jim Beattie, Jimmy McEvoy, Dessie Byrne, Johnny Matthews, Arthur Mackin, 
Peader Walsh and Joe O’Brien—all from the previous year—had been joined by a sprinkling of 
newcomers: Arthur Whelan (full back from Shels), Eddie Hamilton (from Iona CYMS), Sidney Ellis 
(an English inside right) and right half Greene (ex Bohs). 

The sixth game in the City Cup against Rovers at Milltown was an effective Cup final—but a 
Paddy Coad-inspired Rovers had an easy 5-1 victory. Dundalk secured runner up medals on the 
following Sunday with a 7-2 win over Bohs, finishing a single point behind the Hoops. 

In the seven City Cup games Peader Walsh had found the net 
ten times and when he scored four in the opening Shield game in a 
5-1 Oriel victory over Drums, the English scouts were out in force. 

It wasn’t just Peader who was filling their notebooks—^Joe O’Brien 
and Jimmy McEvoy were attracting a lot of attention, and Eddie 
Hamilton’s form, including five City Cup goals, was getting 
approving nods. The crowds loved it—the first eight games, all before the League started, averaged £95, 
about 1,600 per game. 

Joe O’Brien’s dashing play on the left wing coupled with his speed and strength led to an offer from 
Wolverhampton which was rejected and in the following week Luton moved in with an improved bid, 
“known to be substantial, and sufficient to remove the club’s financial worries.” Joe spent four seasons 
in the English League (two with Luton and another two with Ipswich Town) and scored 15 goals in 61 
starts. He rejoined Dundalk on his return. 

Jim McStey, a right-winger was signed from Ballymena (he had previously been with Limerick and 
Newry Town). 

Cork United went undefeated through the Shield campaign—for Dundalk the City Cup form was 
not repeated and the goals began to dry up. 

In early October Harry Sellars contract was terminated by mutual consent—but it was acknowl¬ 
edged that his coaching duties were made difficult by the fact that more than half of both the senior 
team and the reserves were Dublin-based. Undaunted the Committee continued in its search for a top 
class coach and a week before the League started they got the man they wanted with the arrival of Jack 
Barker, (ex Derby County) the holder of 11 English caps and one of the most distinguished English 
League players in the 1930’s, with 329 League games to his credit. A recognised FA coach and a skilled 
masseur, he had been the preferred choice during the summer search but domestic circumstances had 
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prevented him taking the post at the time. He had managed Bradford City during 1946/47 and would 
later manage Derby County for two seasons (1953-55). 

An opening League loss to Drums at the end of November didn’t augur well for the rest of the 
season, but Jimmy McEvoy wasn’t complaining—before the week was out he was on his way to 
Wolverhampton. Everton were keen to sign him but Wolves representatives topped the Everton offer of 
£1,500 for an amount reckoned to be ‘about £2,000”—making him the third Dundalk player to cross 
the Channel in eight months. 

After Dundalk’s defeat by Shamrock Rovers on Jan 11th, the only question remaining was whether 
the club could avoid having to seek re-election, an embarrassment that had been avoided since 1926. 
Four points from the opening half a dozen games was bad enough but Shelbourne’s plight was even 
worse, with only two points at this stage. For League leaders Drumcondra with six straight wins under 
their belt, there was a different question—who could stand in their way of a runaway League victory?— 
making up for their runner up positions in the previous two League Championships. 

Certainly not Dundalk or Shelbourne and nobody could foresee the transformation that was about 
to start, one of the most amazing in the League’s history. It started quietly enough on the following 
weekend when Drums dropped a point to Limerick, while Dundalk were defeating fellow strugglers 
Bohs by 3-0 at Oriel Park, completing the first round games. At the half-way stage Drums had a seven 
point margin over Dundalk—and facing a trip to Oriel on the following Sunday. 

For the Bohs game there was a debut appearance for Tommy Clinton, who since his October 
signing had been showing up well on the Reserve team, alternating between centre-half and right-half 
He had figured prominently with Dealgan Rovers in the 1947 Summer League and on his Bohs perfor¬ 
mance he took over the right half slot. 

On the following Sunday a modest crowd of 1,500 turned out to see the home team upset the 
leaders in a 2-0 victory, inflicting the first League defeat on Drums, who proceeded on the following 
rwo weekends to lose to Dublin rivals Shelbourne and Bohemians. Meanwhile Dundalk were taking 
full points from Munster rivals Waterford and Limerick, displacing Limerick from second spot. Before 
the Cup break the League had taken a completely new look. Shels had matched Dundalk’s four succes¬ 
sive wins, while Rovers and Cork had slipped up to leave the table top of Drums 13 points, Dundalk 
12, Limerick 11, Shels 10. 

The Cup meeting of Dundalk and Shelbourne, the two in-form teams, was eagerly awaited. Shels 
led 2-0 at half time, countered after the break by a Peadar Walsh goal. Continuous Dundalk attack 
finally delivered the equaliser, but as the ball was about to be centred off the referee consulted with a 
flagging linesman and disallowed the goal—it wasn’t clear why. Shels took full advantage and finally ran 
out 5-1 winners—Dundalk’s third successive first round exit. 

After an away 0-0 draw in Cork, Dundalk had a blank weekend for the Cup second round and the 
enterprising Dundalk committee negotiated with Scottish First Division Clyde to come to Oriel Park 
by guaranteeing full expenses. The biggest crowd of the year saw the visitors win by 2-0, with a majestic 
display by Scottish International Deans the highlight, but there was much praise in the play of Dessie 
Byrne, Jim Hartnett and newcomer Johnny Walsh. Walsh had been signed from Leinster League 
Transport, who had caused some shocks in qualifying along with fellow non Leaguers St. Pats for the 
Leinster Cup Final. 

A hat full of chances were missed against Shels in the crucial 1-1 draw and it was the same story a 
week later against Shamrock Rovers at Oriel, where the same score line appeared to put an end to 
League prospects. On the same weekend Drums had also dropped a point to Cork and both they and 
Shels had two remaining games against Dundalk’s one—and a League table, which read Drums 16; 
Dundalk 15; Shels 13. It seemed all over—but there was a bit to go yet. 
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However for Tommy Clinton, the League and his very short League experience, was finished. The 
bidding opened immediately after the Rovers game. Luton, who had beaten Wolves in the bid for Joe 
O’Brien, made the first offer. Everton, who lost to Wolves for Jimmy McEvoy, were taking no chances. 
Having earmarked him after replacing McEvoy at right half, they sent secretary Theo Kelly and he out 
bid Luton. 

Tommy worked at the Dundalk railway station and the final signing was concluded in dramatic 
style when he signed the forms that would take him to Merseyside as Kellys train was pulling out of the 
station and he had to push the hastily signed contract through the window of the moving train. 
Everton converted him to a full back, from where he made most of his 73 League appearances for 
Everton over the next seven seasons, and earned three Irish caps. He spent the 1955/56 season with 
Johnny Carey’s Blackburn Rovers, but returned to Merseyside with Tranmere for the 56/57 season 
before joining Runcorn in the Cheshire League. 

On March 20th Dundalk’s League season finished with a 2-0 
win over Bohs at Dalymount, to finish the League with 17 points— 
and nothing to do but await Drumcondras last two matches. Drums 
draw with Shamrock Rovers brought them to 17 points and they 
staggered over the finishing line at the Market Fields with another 
draw—but only after a dubious and controversial finish. With ten minutes remaining Limerick took 
the lead with a goal that nobody doubted—except the referee who disallowed the score. Astonishingly, 
one of the linesmen protested against his decision, but he was not for turning. 

Dundalk’s and Shelbourne’s last 8-match unbeaten run left the final table with Drums a single 
point ahead of both—Dundalk’s better goal average earned runner-up medals. 

A gap of a month without a match was not the ideal preparation for an Inter City clash with 
Glentoran, and after a Dalymount scoreless draw, the Glens progressed with a Belfast 4-1 win—one of 
the Glens goals coming from Johnny Lavery. 

Four Dundalk players (Matthews, McStay and the two Walshs Peadar and Jackie) featured on the 
League team beaten by the English League 4-0 at Preston. Club chairman Jimmy Devlin was at this 
game, staying at Stanley Matthews’s hotel in Blackpool and while there he successfully negotiated for 
Dundalk’s inclusion on the Everton itinerary for their trip to Ireland. 

The last of a series of four Inter League games was a Dalymount clash against the Scottish League at 
the end of April and there were eyebrows raised when 21-year-old Jim Hartnett was selected along with 
Johnny Matthews and Jackie Walsh. It obviously didn’t worry Jimmy and his excellent game was 
enough for Middlesboro. 

As Joe O’Brien’s replacement on the left wing, he had impressed during Dundalk’s late League rally 
and for a “very substantial fee” he was headed for Ayrsome. Agile, exceptionally fast and an eager player, 
he made up for his lack of inches with delightful ball skills and perfect timing. After six seasons with 
Middlesboro (and 48 League games) he joined Welsh club Barry Town. He came back to League 
football for two final seasons—1957/58 with Hartlepool and 1958/59 with York City. There was a five 
year gap between his two Irish caps—against Spain in 1949 and finally for the World Cup qualifier 
against Luxembourg in 1954. 

The season closed with two friendlies against English League opposition, Everton and Luton, and 
two surprise home wins. Against Everton Peadar Walsh put Dundalk ahead in the second minute. Alex 
Stevenson squared the match a minute before the break and the same player gave Everton the lead. But 
Peter Corr and Joe O’Brien (guesting) combined for Joe to shoot the equaliser and they repeated the 
dose before the end to give a 3-2 win. 

Tommy Clinton, Corr, O’Brien and Jimmy McEvoy were back a week later to help Dundalk beat 
Luton by 1-0. The Democrat mused: “One might actually conclude that the state of England today is 
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18 
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6 

5 

3 

21 

14 

17 

Shelbourne 

7 

3 

4 

30 

24 

17 








reflected in its football—the lack of beef has resulted in lack of punch”. Freddie Kiernan was the 
Dundalk star on both occasions “and the pity is that it wasn’t on a Dublin pitch where his worth would 
have been seen and appreciated by selectors of Irish Representative sides.” Only 5ft Sin, Fred was a solid 
and dependable keeper with cat-like agility. He got his chance for the big stage eventually, after his 
October 1951 transfer from Shamrock Rovers to Southampton. In five seasons at the Dell he made 132 
League appearances and he was selected five times for International duty. 

The Luton game ended an eventful season which had produced two English coaches, four transfers, 
a nail-biting League finish, two sets of Runners-up medals, three top cross Channel visitors and a hatful 
of League Representatives. And for good measure, a vastly improved financial position. 

Season Snippets 

• Gerry McCourt had enticed a number of ex-Dundalk players to try their luck with 
Glenavon—including Joe Lee, Jim Kelly and Frank Johnstone. 

• For the key City Cup game against Rovers in September there were 20 buses from Dundalk 
“the first mass football excursion by road.” 

• Throughout the season there were four players fighting for their places at full back—Tom 
Beattie, Jim Hearty, Arthur Whelan and Paddy Durcan. 

• Bill Doonan, the Cavan G.A.A., star signed for Dundalk in October—but had second 
thoughts and remained with the G.A.A. 

• Jim Hartnett’s displays with the reserves drew the following comment from the Democrat: 
“If this boy doesn’t make a big success. I’m a Dutch chocolate”. 

• Paddy Barlow, player coach to Wisbech in Cambridgeshire, paid a visit to Oriel during the 
season. 

• Sidney Ellis returned to Stoke City at Christmas. 

• Cliff Britton, Burnley’s manager, was talent spotting at Oriel, along with a Mr. Benson from 
Middlesborough, for the Dec. 28th League game with Cork United. 

• On St Stephens Day, Oriel Park patrons got a special treat. Playing on opposite sides in a 
Bank Rovers V Bessbrook friendly were two Dundalk “hall of famers”—^Joey Donnelly and 
Eddie Carroll, who between them had scored over 250 goals with Dundalk. Frank 
McCourt (on holiday) scored a hat trick with Joey Donnelly and Johnny Fearon making it 
5-2 for the homesters. 

• Peter Corr’s form in the Everton friendly impressed the visitors and by August he had joined 
Tommy Clinton at Goodison Park. 

• Hugh McDaniels was another team member to head across the water. From Donegal, Hugh 
had been a reserve team player who scored on each of his two senior team appearances, and 
went to Bradford City on a month’s trial. 

• Jackie Walsh was selected to play for the Leinster League against Third Lanark. 

• This was the first season the club had gone unbeaten at home in the League. 

• Only Shamrock Rovers managed to win at Oriel Park—in both the Leinster Cup and the 
Shield. 

• Shelbourne and Glentoran came to Oriel Park for an Inter City Cup replay and two old 
Dundalk favourites featured on the Glens team—Frank Grice and Johnny Lavery, the scorer 
of both goals in the Glens 2-0 win. The fledgling Danny Blanchflower caught the eye of the 
Democrat reporter—within 12 months Danny was on his way to Barnsley and fame. 



• At the beginning of May Jack Barker returned to England. 

• Dundalk players figured prominently in the FAI v Defence Forces game, Johnny Manhews 
and Jack Walsh with the FAI and Arthur Whelan, Dessie Byrne and Peader Walsh for the 
Defence Forces. 






Individual Match Records: 

5 goals by Peadar Walsh Aug 31st (H) Waterford 6-0 City Cup 
4 goals by Peadar Walsh Oct 12th (H) Drumcondra 5-1 Shield 

Rep Honours with the LOI: 


Mar 17 1948 
Mar 29 1948 
Apr 14 1948 

Apr 24 1948 


Dublin Won 2-1 Irish Lge Peadar Walsh 
Belfast Lost 4-0 Irish Lge Freddie Kiernan 

Preston Lost 4-0 Eng.League Johnny Matthews, Jim McStay, P Walsh, 
Jackie Walsh. 

Dublin Lost 2-0 Sc. League Johnny Matthews, Jack Walsh, Jim Hartnet. 


Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

AO 

Walsh. Peadar 

27 

8 

1 

7 

10 

1 

Hamilton. Eddie 

7 

2 



5 


Matthews. John 

5 

2 



3 


Mackin. Arthur 

4 



1 

3 


O'Brien. Joe 

4 



2 

2 


McDaniels. Hugh 

2 

1 


1 



Hartnett. Jim 

3 

3 





McStay. Jim 

2 

2 





Station 

2 

2 





Clinton, Tom 

1 

1 





Ellis, Sidney 

1 




; 1 ^ 


Green 

1 




1 : 


Walsh. Jack 

1 





1 

Total 

60 

21 

1 

11 

25 

2 


Review 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

League Home 

7 

4 

3 

0 

16 

5 


League Away 

7 

2 

2 

3 

5 

9 


League 

14 

6 

5 

3 

21 

14 

RU 

FAI Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 ; 

IR 

Shield 

7 

3 

0 

4 

; 11 

8 

5th 

City Cup 

7 

5 

1 

1 

: 25 

15 ; 

RU 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

; 0 

1 

1 

2 

IR 

Inter City Cup 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 , 

IR 

Total 

32 

14 

7 

11 

60 

48 



Attendances 1938 to 1948 

Extractedfrom the club*s match day attendance book. 

Match day attendance records and gate receipts are available for each home game between March 
6th 1938 (League v. Bray Unknowns) and Oct 31st 1948 (Shield v. Sligo Rovers). In addition, the 
record covers a handful of other games. Reserve, Local Junior, Trial Games, and Minor Cup etc. The 
record covers all home competitive games in the 10-year period, and a friendly game in February 1948 
against Clyde, a total of 184 games. 

For each game, the pre-printed attendance book provides columns, which make provision for the 
following; 

(1) The number of each stile. Stiles were numbered from No.l onwards, with separate entries 
for Sideline, Stand, Unemployed and Members. 

(2) Change. This column, intended to contain the float issued to each stileman, is not used 
anywhere in the book. 

(3) Stileman. On only two occasions are the names of the stilemen inserted. 












(4) Stile Register. Provision is made for three entries per stile, the opening and closing stile 
register and the numbers passing through the stile. 

(5) Charge. This column indicates the entry price for each stile. 

(6) Amount Registered. This was the product of the numbers passing through the stile and the 
admission price at that stile. 

(7) Actual Cash received. Only infrequently is there any discrepancy between the Amount 
Registered (i.e. how much should have been collected) and the actual cash collected. 


The facing page of each match receipt record sets out the details of the match expenses but seldom 
are the details supplied. An official of the travelling club signs some Match Expenses pages, to indicate 
receipt of the visitors share. 

The matches cover ten full seasons from 1938-39 to 1947-48, as well as the last four games in 
1937-38 and the first seven in the 1948-49 season, in five competitions, Cup, League, Shield, City Cup 
and Leinster Cup. 

Admission prices at the beginning of the period are shown as. Reserved 1 shilling. Boys Reserved 6 
pence. Unreserved 9 pence, Boys Unreserved 3 pence. Sideline 6 pence. Unemployed 6 pence. Seven of 
the games were played at the Athletic Grounds and these show Stand receipts at 6 pence each. The first 
Oriel Park game to record stand receipts is in September 1940, again at 6 pence. Sideline and Stand 
seats were in addition to the gate entrance and were paid inside the grounds by those wishing to avail of 
these options. 

Admission charges remained unaltered until December 1943, when the reserved price was increased 
to Is. 3 pence. The next change occurred at the beginning of the 1946 47 season; Reserved Is. 6p., 
Unreserved Is. The Boys gate. Stand and Sideline were all priced at 6 pence. The final change, at the 
beginning of the 48-49 season, saw the stand transfer price doubled to 1 shilling. 

During the 10-year period the club had experienced 
little success. Apart from the FAl Cup win in 1942, the 
only other trophy to reside in Oriel Park was the Dublin 
City Cup in the 1942-43 season. The average attendance 
across the complete period was 1,407. However, this 
average disguises a very wide range from the lowest gate 
of 266 (13 gates returned less than 500) up to 5910 
(there were 8 returns above 3,000). 

Not surprisingly, the Cup always drew the largest 
attendances. The four largest attendances in the ten years 
were for Cup matches, ranging from 4,800 to 5,900, and 
Cup games were represented in six of the top eleven gates. 

Outside of the Cup, the quality of the opposition was the 
determining factor in establishing the size of the gate. For 
example, the four largest gates, excluding the Cup, were 
recorded in games against Cork United, the Leagues 
leading team in the 1940s. Three of these games attracted 
an attendance of 4,000. The next most popular visiting 
team was St James Cate. 

On the other hand it is surprising to find that average 
gates from the Shield and the City Cup exceeded those 
for League games—the reason is obvious from an exami- 
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nation of each seasons team performances. The season opened with the City Cup and the Shield, when 
supporters expectations were at their highest. Come February time, when hopes had vanished, the 
crowds got thinner. If there were an early Cup departure, the problem would get worse. The 1939-40 
season was one such example. The first 14 home matches, culminating in an early February Cup defeat 
by the Leinster Senior League team Distillery, averaged 1,480 per game. For the last sbc League games 
this dropped to 500 per game. The smallest 20 attendances during the ten years, which averaged 450, 
are predominantly late season League fixtures. 

As a result of the season end tailing-off. League games, which account for nearly half the total 
games in the record, are represented only to the extent of 30% in the top 50 gates. 

Equally surprising is the popularity of Leinster Senior Cup games, which over eight home games 
during the ten years, had an average attendance of 960 and included two games against Leinster Senior 
League clubs, Grangegorman (attendance 323) and Hammond Lane (250). Excluding these two, the 
remaining six averaged at 1200 per game—60% of all League returns were lower than this. 

The average season attendance was 24,000, headed by the 1945-46 year that aggregated 34,000. 
Several competition attendance records for the ten years were set in this season—in the Cup against 
Shamrock Rovers (5910), and the fixtures against Cork United in the League (3978) and the Shield 
(4030). The high attendances during the early part of the 1948-49 year reflect the enthusiasm for the 
Scottish team, which won the opening trophy for the City Cup. The key mid-week fixture against 
Shamrock Rovers drew a crowd of 2,200 and the following three Shield fixtures averaged 2,100 per 
game. 

The average admission during the first five years of this period was 9 pence. When adjusted for 
inflation this is the present day equivalent of 2 €. 

Stilemens names who appear in the record for 1938 are as follows: B McKeever, J Gormley, W 
Hill, J McCrave, J Flanagan, J Mullen, J Copas, J Hart, F Sharkey and O Fox. For a Leinster Junior 
Cup game in October 1938 between St Patricks and Bendigo, the gate receipts were £3-13-6d., (atten¬ 
dance 193), ground rent was 10 shillings and the entries are signed by J Kieran. He also signed for a 
Leinster Minor Cup later the same month when St Patricks played Glenvale. Unfortunately, ground 
rent at 10 shillings took a third of the £1-9-9 gate. 

Match expenses are recorded for a number of games. The FAI Cup fixture against St James Gate in 
1941 drew a bumper gate of £219 (4832) and the expenses and share-out are itemised as follows: 



£ 

s 

d 

Chief Steward 

5 

6 

0 

Stilemen 

2 

0 

0 

Referee 

2 

11 

6 

Linesmen 

2 

1 

6 

Newspaper Ad 

2 

15 

0 

Police 

4 

0 

0 

5% to Association 

10 

9 

7 

Total Expenses 

29 

3 

7 

Gate 

219 

6 

6 

Net 

190 

2 

11 

Visitor Share (50%) 

95 

1 

6 


9 









Signatures of visiting officials appear for the following: 


Drumcondra J F Levins 

Bray Unknowns J Green 

Waterford J P Whelan and J Kearney 

Shamrock Rovers A Byrne and D Hannigan(?) Acting Sec. 

St James Gate C Sexton, Kelly 

Bohemians j McDonnell, V J Rochford 

Limerick James O’Brien and T W Whitaker 

Brideville T C Howarth (?) 


Attendances - 1937-38x01948-49 



No 

Games 

Gates 
Total £ 

Attend 

Total 

Average 

Attend 

Leading 4 Attendances 

1 2 3 

4 

1937-38 

4 

232 

6,780 

1,695 





1938-39 

21 

900 

25,239 

1,202 

3,182(0 

2,029 (S) 

2,000 (S) 

1,993 (0 

1939-40 

20 

831 

23,727 

1,186 

2,604 (L) 

2,111 (S) 

2,000 (S) 

1,558 (S) 

1940-41 

19 

1,156 

28,138 

1,481 

5,780 (0 

4,832 (0 

2,317 (L) 

2,063 (L) 

1941-42 

17 

987 

26,039 

1,532 

2,820 (L) 

2,758 (0 

2,584 (S) 

2,432 (S) 

1942-43 

17 

1,098 

26,699 

1,571 

4,821 (0 

3,969 (L) 

2,743 (0 

1.707 (S) 

1943-44 

15 

787 

19,265 

1,284 

2,232 (L) 

2,074 (L) 

1,931 (0 

1,469 (L) 

1944-45 

16 

633 

15,851 

991 

1,675 (0 

1,670 (S) 

1,665 (0) 

1,374 (S) 

1945-46 

16 

1.467 

34,373 

2,148 

5,910 (0 

4,030 (S) 

3,978 (L) 

2,156 (L) 

1946-47 

16 

958 

16,911 

1,057 

1,837 (S) 

1.707 (S) 

1.493 (L) 

1,488 (D) 

1947-48 

16 

1,330 

23,258 

1,454 

2,142 (L) 

2,113 (F) 

2,065 (D) 

1,842 (S) 

1948-49 

7 

750 

12,686 

1,812 










C=Cup 

1=League 

S=Shield 

Totals 

184 

11,129 

258,966 

1,407 









^^Friendly D= 

■•Dublin City Cup 




Attendances - 

By Competition 




No 

Games 

Attend 

Total 

Average 

Attend 

Upper 

Quartiie 

Leading 4 Gates 

1 2 

3 

4 





Average 





Cup 

12 

38,309 

3,192 

5,507 

5,910 

5,780 

4,832 

4,821 

Shield 

47 

68,879 

1,466 

2,280 

4,030 

2,584 

2,452 

2,432 

City Cup 

27 

36,148 

1,339 

1,823 

2,185 

2,065 

1,981 

1,770 

League 

89 

105,836 

1,189 

2,108 

3,978 

3,969 

2,820 

2,604 

Leinster Cup 

8 

7,681 

960 

1,617 

1,692 

1,541 

1,206 

1,077 

Friendly 

1 

2,113 

2,113 






Totals 

184 

258,966 

1407 
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1948-49 Closed Season 

The football was finished but not the work of the Committee. Before May was out, negotiations 
were completed to bring another new coach from across the water. Ned Weir had been captain of Clyde 
for many years and in 1939 had appeared three times for Ireland, including the last pre-war interna¬ 
tional against Germany in Bremen, a 1-1 draw, which featured an all-Dundalk full back line of Billy 
O’Neill and Mick Hoy. He came to Dundalk from Raith Rovers, where he had been player coach. 

It was early July before he arrived but there was plenty to be getting on with in his absence. With 
the bonus from the transfer income. Oriel Park was getting a major face lift, including raising the 
bottom of the unreserved side to field level and providing terracing; covered accommodation on the 
unreserved side was being extended; extra covered accommodation at the bottom of the reserved side; 
the stand was being enlarged by half; reseeding the centre of the pitch. The Democrat reported, 
“Fifteen men and three lorries are engaged on the job”. 

Meanwhile, Dublin based “friends and supporters” were passing on tips about juniors with 
potential, and Bob Prole tied up a number, including some Irish junior Internationals, that included: 
Terry Murray, St Pauls, with three junior caps; Billy Murphy, Brooklyn; Paddy Timmins, a junior inter¬ 
national from Merrion Rangers; Eddie Horan, an outside left from Falcon Wanderers; Paddy Collins, 
Brooklyn, a brother of the Shamrock Rovers keeper; Jimmy Higgins, Home Farm’s centre forward; and 
Pat Russell, St Paul’s right half 

On the arrival of Ned Weir, the committee agreed to the appointment of a full time trainer- 
masseur, Hugh O’Donnell from Glasgow, and signed a clutch of Scottish players- Ronnie Henderson 
(Raith Rovers), Danny McElhinney (St Mirren) James Wilson (Queen of the South), Michael 
Skevington (Rochdale). With two centrehalves amongst the new signings, Des Byrne was reluctantly 
placed on the open to transfer list, and a new keeper, Alex Anderson was a late arrival (ex Rochdale). 
Remarkably the pre-season Probables v. Possibles included only 3 from the previous season, the two 
Walshes and Johnny Matthews. 

Probables: Anderson, Skevington, Fearon, Weir, Henderson, Matthews, Murray, Wilson, J 
Walsh, Mac Elhinney, and Collins. 

Possibles: Lawlor, Prole, Murphy, McRory, Higgins, Gavin, Allen, Timmins, P Walsh, Maguire 
and O’Hara. 

The Probables team, with the exception of Billy Murphy at right half in place of Ned Weir, was 
selected to kick off the new season with a trip to Limerick in the City Cup. Terms had still to be agreed 
with three members of the previous years team: Freddie Kiernan, Arthur Whelan and Eddie Hamilton. 

Rags to riches? 

The transfer of Peter Corr at the end of the 1946-1947 season had saved the club from financial 
ruin. The worst winter in living memory, and poor team performances were aggravated by a first round 
cup exit (the weather was so bad that three and a half weeks elapsed before Dundalk could travel to 
Limerick for the second leg cup tie). As a result gates halved over the previous year. The net proceeds 
from Corr’s transfer (estimated at £1,250) filled the gap between the clubs income and expenditure, 
leaving a deficit of £92 on the year’s activities. Probable bankruptcy had been avoided at the last 
minute. 

One year later at the annual general meeting in July 1948 the record turnout of 160 members were 
presented with a set of accounts showing a surplus of over £2,000 on the 1947-1948 season activities, 
and a veritable embarrassment of riches, unheard of in the club’s history. The assets showed a Bank of 
Ireland deposit account, which contained £2,750 (almost €70,000 in today’s money.) 
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Balance Sheet as at the end of the 1947-48 season. 

To be presented at the AGM to be held at the Eimear Ballroom, on Monday 19th July 1948, 
commencing at 8 pm. 

By Order of the Committee. S R Prole... Hon Sec 


1 

£ s 

d 


£ s d 

Liabilities 





Sundry Creditors 

1,506 1 

9 

Capital Expenditure 

2,153 9 2 

Bank Overdraft 

579 3 

1 



Due to Sec. And Treasurer 

65 16 

5 

Sundry Debtors 

346 9 8 

Sundry Loans 

383 9 

0 




2,534 10 

T 

Cash In Hands 

58 0 2 

Income and Expenditure Account 





Surplus at end last season 

315 7 

5 

Deposit Account 


Add 1947-48 Surplus 

2125 0 

8 

Bank of Ireland 

2,750 0 0 


2,440 8 

1 



Fire Damage Award Account 





Opening balance 

432 0 

3 



Less season expenditure 

98 19 

7 




333 0 

8 



TOTAL 

5,307 19 

0 

TOTAL 

5,307 19 0 


How did it come about? The year’s surplus of £2,125 represented the difference between income 
£9,316 and expenditure £6,284, a very rosy picture indeed. But these figures disguised a number of 
worrying details. A total of £6,350 of the income came from four transfers during the season—Joe 
O’Brien, Jimmy Me Evoy, Tommy Clinton, and Jim Hartnett (worth €200,000 in today’s money). 
Without such income the club would have been in deep trouble and it is doubtful if it could have seen 
the season through. 

Furthermore, on the expenditure side, player’s wages had gone up in one year from £2,200 to 
£3,800 while travel and hotel expense had increased by £400. If the clubs expenditure budget were to 
continue at the level of £6,000—£7,000 was it possible for income (stripping out transfer fees) to 
match such levels? Gates, member’s subscription and normal fundraising were realising £3000 and it 
would be unrealistic to expect that figure (which was mainly gate receipts) to double. 

Two things were starkly clear; without the previous year’s transfer income the club would have been 
bankrupted and if it continued to spend at the rate of £6,000 to £ 7,000 per annum, it required annual 
transfer income to continue at a significantly high level. 

A glance at the balance sheet also showed, notwithstanding the £2,750 on deposit, that only about 
£600 was available for the upcoming season, with current assets [£3,154] exceeding current liabilities 
[£2,534] by only £600. Undaunted, the Committee approved an ambitious plan which committed 
major expenditures to both the grounds and the team. During the summer, the club embarked on a 
major renovation programme at Oriel Park. In effect most of the available £600 would go towards 
ground improvements. The club had recruited a full time coach (Ned Weir), a full time masseur (Hugh 
O’Donnell) and half a dozen Scottish players. The already swollen wage bill was about to take another 
big jump. If this huge gamble were to come off, it would crucially depend on a number of key 









factors—a successful team generating a big increase in gates, and a continuation of the flow of signifi¬ 
cant transfer income. Undoubtedly the committee, and especially Bob Prole, was conscious of the risks 
involved. 

For the fans it had been over five months since the last competitive game at Oriel Park and nothing 
in the interval except newspaper reports of all the comings and goings. A new season was about to start 
in a league expanded to ten following the election of Transport and Sligo Rovers; there was a revamped 
ground and most importantly a new team and manager. And the age-old questions — could they play? 
And bring home some trophies? Maybe win the Cup? Or was it, yet again, all newspaper talk? Only 
time would tell. 


- 1948-1949 - 

City Cup 

A visit to the Markets Field in Limerick was becoming a hazard for Dundalk, without a win in the 
previous eleven trips, covering five full seasons from 1943-44 to 1947-48. The legacy included the 
embarrassing 9-1 League defeat in 1944. The 1948-49 team would not break the sequence; in fact what 
became a bit of a nightmare wouldn’t end until 1955, by which time the number of winless visits to 
Shannon side had lengthened to 23. The ‘Scottish’ team came away with a 2-2 draw, thanks to goals 
from new men Wilson and Me Elhinney. 

Three days later, Oriel Park saw the team for the first time in an unsatisfactory scoreless draw with 
Drums and the following Sunday a 2-1 win over newcomers Transport at the Carlisle Grounds didn’t 
set the world on fire. The season was really set alight a week later when a reinstated Peadar Walsh 
repeated his 5-goal strike of a year earlier against Waterford—this time on a 7-0 score. Peadar enjoyed 
playing against Waterford, with an aggregate City Cup haul of 14 in three seasons (4,5 and 5). 

The unbeaten run was stretched to six after a 2-1 win in Sligo and an Oriel 2-2 draw against Shels. 
The visit of Shamrock Rovers on September 15th was a virtual repeat of the previous year’s City Cup 
clash at Milltown. Rovers’ 10 points against Dundalk’s 9 points set up an effective Cup final. Only this 
time it was Dundalk’s turn and a 5-0 thumping was sweet revenge 
for the 1947 defeat. Rovers won their last two matches and 
Dundalk matched this with 2 away wins, first against Cork (2-1) 
and then a final day Peadar Walsh hat trick in a 5-0 victory over 
Bohs. 

A nine match unbeaten record had landed the first Oriel Park 
trophy in seven years (the City Cup win in September ‘42 had been 
contributed eight goals to the 27 scored. 

The Shield 

Two opening Shield wins stretched the unbeaten run to eleven, and saw newcomers Terry Murray 
and Rusty Russell getting amongst the scorers. Shamrock Rovers broke the run in a mid-week Leinster 
Cup fixture, but the home loss to Transport in an exciting 5-4 game was more serious. Peadar Walsh 
scored three times against Transport and repeated the feat against his favourite opposition, Waterford, 
in another high scoring game, which finished 4-3 in Dundalk’s favour. When Sligo were defeated 3-1 at 
Oriel the way was clear for a second trophy—until the top of the table clash with Shels, whose 3-0 win 
give them sufficient day light to go on to take the honours. By now Eddie O’Hara and Eddie Hamilton 
were first teamers and Arthur Whelan was a star in the back line. 

Dundalk’s good form secured League of Ireland selection for an unprecedented five team members 
to play the Scottish league in Glasgow (Anderson, Wilson, Matthews, Jack Walsh, and Terry Murray.) 


City Cup 48-49 
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A Puts 

Dundalk 

6 

3 

0 

27 

7 

15 

Shamrock R 

7 

0 

2 

22 

14 

14 

Drumcondra 

5 

2 

2 

20 

10 

12 


the last) and Peadar Walsh had 










The League 

Jim Higgins scored on his senior debut at Limerick, but another wasted trip to Shannonside ended 
with a 3-2 loss amidst cries of “we wuz robbed” in the middle of December at the start of the League. It 
would be the end of February before the team again tasted defeat. Arthur Whelan got the better of 
Rosie Henderson, but poor finishing caused a dropped point against Drums. The line out for the late 
December trip to play Transport was—^Anderson, Skevington, Whelan, Murphy, Henderson, 
Matthews, Higgins, Menzies, P. Walsh, Wilson, and Hamilton. First team squad members who were on 
reserve duty included Murray, Fearon, Russell, Me Elhinney, O’Hara, J.Walsh, as well as Paddy Gavin 
and Billy Flanagan. 

During the Shield trip to Waterford in late October, Ned Weir was impressed with the performance 
of right-half Bill Menzies, one of a number of professionals being released by cash strapped Waterford. 
Before leaving the city, Dundalk had signed him and he continued to impress during the next half a 
dozen games. Immediately after a 3-3 draw with Transport, Notts Forest made an offer, which was 
accepted. 

Dundalk’s League campaign went into high gear after Christmas with six wins and one draw 
(against Shels). There were continuous team changes, some because of injuries but mainly to bolster the 
defence. Mick Skevington was moved to centre half with Johnny Fearon and Arthur Whelan (until his 
unfortunate run of injuries) becoming the regular full backs. Danny McElhinney was restored to inside 
left, Jim Higgins moved to the right wing and Peadar Walsh to centre forward. 

The eagerly awaited Oriel clash against Shelbourne proved a record breaker, drawing an all time 
record crowd of over 7,000 (£350). ‘It was a sight not easily to be forgotten and proved a grand test of 
the new ground improvements.” A 1-1 draw was a fair result. Arthur Wlielan was Dundalk’s outstand¬ 
ing player and with Billy Murphy, Mick Skevington and Johnny Matthews “ earned the point”. 

An excellent win over Shamrock Rovers, while Shels were losing to Cork at Ringsend, left Dundalk, 
Shels and Drums bracketed together at the top of table, although Shels and Drums had a game in 
hand. The Rovers game featured another experiment when Ronnie Henderson was played at centre 
forward, with Peadar Walsh moving to the right wing and this one worked. Successive away wins (Cork 
and Bohs) and a pre-Cup week Oriel Park win over Limerick failed to break the log jam and the teams 
got ready for the first round cup ties with the following league positions: Dundalk 15 points. Drums 
14 points and Shels 13 points, but Dundalk had played one game extra. 

Cup visitors, Cork Athletic, were playing in their first cup match. In fact at the beginning of the 
season they hadn’t even existed. Cork United had taken part in the City Cup but following their second 
Shield fixture had disbanded and resigned from the League. Cork Athletic were elected to fill the vacancy 
and took part in the League championship. In spite of some serious injuries, of which that to Arthur 
Whelan turned out to be the most serious, the home side had a clear 4-1 win (two Henderson and one 
each from McElhinney and Hamilton). Rather than disturb the defence, John Maguire was promoted 
from the reserve team “and displayed Whelan’s terrier style”. Peadar Walsh was in brilliant form on the 
wing, sending over a stream of match-winning centres which Henderson in particular took advantage of, 
getting the better of Florrie Burke. Rusty Russell also featured although, handicapped by injury. 

A week later the Democrat, reporting on a crucial loss to Drums at Tolka, pulled no punches: 
“Crude might not be too harsh a word to describe their football.... aimless.... no constructive 
effort...without any real idea.... wursted for speed”—with these words the team headed for Scotland, 
filling a vacant weekend after receiving a Cup bye. 

But the following week—under a headline ‘Fiasco—not Fiesta”—the story which was unfolded was 
of a snowstorm in Dumfries, the home of Scottish hosts Queen of the South, leaving the pitch under 
six inches of snow. The Scottish hospitality made up for the cancelled game and as a bonus, on the boat 



trip home from Stranraer, the travelling party were entertained by the singing of international star, the 
American Paul Robeson. 

An away win over Waterford was followed by a disappointing home draw with Sligo, allowing 
Drums to take a two point lead in the League—just a week before the two teams were due in Milltown 
for a Cup semi final meeting. Drums, with only four losses in the season to date and in contention for 
all competitions, were slight favourites. Dundalk came from behind twice in a thrilling 2-2 draw, full of 
memorable incidents. Drums took the lead after 15 minutes, equalised by a picture goal from the head 
of Jack Walsh, finishing namesake Peadar’s superb cross from the corner flag. It took a late save by Alex 
Anderson to stop a Rosie Henderson pile driver from putting Drums through to the next round. 

In the Dalymount replay. Drums were punished for an early miss by Dessie Glynn when Dundalk 
scored twice inside two minutes from Hamilton and Henderson, after Peadar Walsh had done the 
spade work on both occasions. But within four minutes, a stranded Alex Anderson watched Paddy 
Kinsellas header enter an empty net. Most of the second half thrills came around the Dundalk penalty 
area, but the defence held out, backed by great keeping from Alex Anderson, again denying Henderson 
with some spectacular saves. Dundalk’s ticket to the Cup final was due mainly to the defence—^John 
Maguire, in only his second senior game “ must get a big share of the praise”. Skevington impressed “by 
his coolness and anticipation”. 

A few days later in Milltown the effects of the two hard cup matches was all too obvious. “Dundalk 
played like a team of tired old men; all they wanted was beards to make the illusion complete- 
excepting Skevington, Anderson and Maguire, there were no orchids for the rest”. Rovers 3—0 win 
effectively ended any leagues hopes—someone suggested the team was saving itself for the Cup final, 
which was one week away. 


10th April 1949 Cup Final 

Dundalk: Alex Anderson, Johnny Fearon, John Maguire, Billy Murphy, Mick Skevington, 
Johnny Matthews (captain), Peadar Walsh, Danny MacElhinney, Ronnie Henderson, 
Eddie Hamilton and Jackie Wash. 

Shelbourne: Norman Tapkin, John Murphy, Sean Haughey, Dickie Rooney, Shay Nolan, Peter 
Keely, Martin Colfer, Arthur Fitzsimmons, Brendan Carroll, Peter Desmond and Gerry 
Malone. 

Attendance: 28,359 Receipts: £3159. 

Wins over Freebooters, St Patrick Athletic and Waterford had given Shels an easier passage than 
Dundalk, but their young and talented forward line made them deserved favourites. Dundalk’s big loss 
was Arthur Whelan, for whom the inexperienced John Maguire was deputising. 

In one of the best finals for many years, Shelbourne made most of the early running but Dundalk 
took the lead after 18 minutes, with a typical move that ended with Peadar Walsh, centering low and 
hard from the back line and Jackie Walsh finished with an unstoppable shot. Dundalk got a let-off 
when Skevingtons attempted clearance came back off the post to the arms of Alex Anderson, who was 
the busier of the two keepers. Minutes before the break, a six-man movement was finished by Ronnie 
Henderson to send Dundalk to the dressing rooms with a 2-0 lead. 

With the wind, Shels applied great pressure in the 

23 minutes into the half came the decisive moment 
when once again Peadar Walsh ran the ball to the end 
line, before crossing to his inrushing namesake, Jackie, 
whose powerful header finished the scoring. 


second half but a clever defence gave nothing away. 


FAI CUP 


1948-49 

Cork Athletic 

H 4-1 

2 Henderson, Hamilton, McElhinney 

Drumcondra 

N 2-2 

J Walsh, Henderson 

Drumcondra 

N 2-1 

Hamilton, Henderson 

Shelbourne 

N 3-0 

2 J Walsh, Henderson 







1949 FAl CUP WINNERS 

Back: Eddie Richardson, T Walsh (Treasurer), B O’H Kennedy, Michael Spillane, George Ware, 
Jack Flanagan (Vice-Chairman). 

Middle: Paddy Birmingham (Ass. Trainer), Niall j McGahon, Mick Skevington, John Maguire, 
Alex Anderson, Philip Murphy, Johnny Fearon, Jack Walsh, Ned Weir (Coach), 

Danny O’Donnell (Trainer). 

Front: Billy Crampton (Dublin Trainer), S R Prole (Sec.), Eddie Hamilton, Danny McElhinney, 
Johnny Matthews (Capt.), Peadar Walsh, Ronnie Henderson, Jimmy Devlin (Chairman), E Welch. 

Ground: Arthur Whelan, Rusty Russell, Eddie O’Hara. 


On the League front there was never any danger of Drums repeating their collapse of the previous 
year and an undefeated second round series made them comfortable League champs for the second year 
running, suffering only one defeat in the 18 games. Dundalk’s League season ended with four games in 
a six day period and it was a leg-weary eleven which drew the final game 2-2 with Bohs at Oriel Park, 
finishing equal on points with Shels, who got the runner-up medals on a better goal average. In the 
absence of some Cup final heroes, a number of players got a run out, including Billy Flanagan and 
Paddy Gavin. One notable absentee was the 22-year-old Eddie Hamilton, who was signed by Barnsley 
“for a fee stated to be £3000”. 

Upcoming friendlies and the Inter City Cup would guarantee a busy May, but before taking the 
field again there were the Cup celebrations at the Greenore Hotel, at which the guests included J.L 
Brennan (Chairman FAI), T.Dowling (Sec Football League of Ireland), Mr Searle (Everton FC), James 
Coburn, T.D., and J. Lockington (Dundalk Rugby Club). 

The May programme opened with a Peadar Walsh hat-trick against Distillery at Belfast in the Inter 
City Cup, followed by an Oriel Park friendly against an Everton team which included Tommy Clinton. 
Former Dundalk forward Emmett McLaughlin was Bohs star performer in the ICC semi-final at 
Dalymount. After two periods of extra time, the teams had to return for a replay, but not before 
another Oriel Park friendly against St Mirren who ran out 4-0 winners. Billy Flanagan came in for 
Johnny Fearon for the Bohs replay, when two goals from Ronnie Henderson helped Dundalk to a 3-1 
victory and their ticket to another final, this time against Shamrock Rovers. 







There was only a two-day gap before the Inter City Cup final, 
where a tired team failed to match the 1942 Cup-double achievement, 
having no answer to a class performance from Paddy Coad. 

This closed the most successful season since 1942, with two 
trophies at Oriel Park and a team, with its mixture of youth and experi¬ 
ence, which held the promise of further success. Unfortunately, for this 
squad there was no future- Dundalk fans had seen the last of them. 

Within less than two months, the team was broken up and the run-out against St Mirren was their last 
time togging out at Oriel Park. 

Snippets 

• The Club had five teams in action this season: Senior, Reserve, ‘C’, Minor and Under 17. 

• Dundalk ‘C’ (the Colts), finished a highly successful season when they brought home 
another trophy, the Leinster Junior Shield, defeating Dublin side Callans in the final by 2-1, 
Joe Martin and Tommy McCabe supplying the scores. The final day team was; K Brown 
(Dunleer), B O’Brien (Ardee), B McCaffrey, J Concagh, S McKeown, P McMahon, M 
Martin, R Byrne, J Martin, S Roddy and T McCabe. In one game against St Marks 
Athletic, Joe Martin scored five times. 

• The reserve team finished high in the Leinster League, and lost in the semi-final of the 
Metropolitan Cup in a second replay. 

• The club acquired a pitch on the Blackrock Road at Hardys for use by minor and junior 
teams, permitting the closure of Oriel Park for a summer rest. 

• Paddy Birmingham looked after the training of the Dublin players. 

• Individual; Peadar Walsh scored five against Waterford in the Dublin City Cup in a 7-0 win 
on Sept 5th. He also scored three hat tricks in four weeks against Bohs (Sept 26th), 
Transport (Oct 17th), and Waterford (Oct 24th). He finished the year with a hat trick 
against Distillery in the Inter City Cup. 

• Ronnie Henderson’s five Cup goals tied Gerry McCourt’s record set in 1931. 

• Representative Honours with the LOI team. 

Oct 1st Glasgow Scottish Lge 1-5 Anderson,Wilson, Matthews, Murray, J Walsh 

Mar 17th Dublin Irish Lge 0-0 Matthews, Hamilton 

Apr 18th Belfast Irish Lge 1-4 Matthews, P Walsh, Henderson (goal) 

May 4th Dublin Eng Lge 0-5 Skevington, Matthews, J Walsh 

From Riches Back to Rags 

One part of the gamble had paid off with the FAI Cup and the Dublin City Cup in the Oriel Park 
sideboard. League prospects had stayed alive until early April and there were runner-up medals in the 
Inter City Cup. Home gates were definitely increased and the two Cup runs had boosted income. 

But there was an ominous silence from Oriel after the end of the playing season—unlike the 
previous year there was no news of players being signed. And then came the bombshell announcement 
in early July that the club was in deep financial trouble—the committee had put half the team on the 
transfer list and the other half were being released. The cry ‘How did it happen* was answered all too 
clearly at the mid-July AGM in the Eimear Hall. The key question was “ How, in a year which brought 
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Peadar Walsh 
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30 
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Henderson, R 
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a rich harvest of trophies, did the club make the biggest financial loss in its history (£2,324), a 
turnaround of £4,500 on the previous years surplus of £2,125?” 

The old chestnut of the unwillingness of the Dublin clubs to give visiting teams more than 20% of 
League gates, was pulled out, but it was clear that the root causes of the clubs problem were the swollen 
pay costs and the dependency on uncertain transfer fees. The simple and straight forward answer, that 
gate income increases (up £1,400) were woefully short of cost increase (up £3,000) in a year when net 
proceeds from transfers fell by £3,000, was fully elaborated on. In just three seasons, team costs, 
consisting of pay, travel and hotel expenses, had grown at a phenomenal rate from £2,800 (1947) to 
£4,900 (1948) and finally to £7,300 for the year just finished. Normal income, (gates, fund-raising and 
members subscriptions), had shown steady growth over the same period (£2,500, £3,000, £4,300), but 
clearly did not keep pace with cost increases. 

The unpredictable transfer income had yo-yoed over the same period (£1,250, £5,350, £2,400). 
Under questioning, it emerged that the gross income from the two transfers in 1948-49 (Hamilton and 
Menzies) was £4,500, but after the players cut, the club was left with £2,400. After all the questions 
were answered, one thing was clear—the club was bust and could not afford to retain the Cup winning 
team. Nor was it likely in the foreseeable future that a full-time squad could be entertained; that partic¬ 
ular dream was over. Until the debts created as a result of the years outturn were cleared, the outlook 
would remain bleak. 

The Democrat’s thoughts on the crisis seem just as appropriate at the present time as they were in 
the summer of 1949. “ Like the pound sterling, soccer football needs to be devalued. The value put on 
players, on wages, on teams drawing powers, is too high. Let us go back to the days, when an odd 
ingenue, here and there, played for the love of the game, and when £.s.d. was not dangled before the 
eyes of minor footballers. As Mr Prole said, by all means let these lads sign as professionals when they 
have made the grade, but Irish clubs simply cannot afford to sink capital in potentialities. For that 
matter can English clubs? Or are they engaging in a dangerous gamble with the future, which even their 
own resources does not warrant? It sums up to this: that soccer football must get back to real values, 
and if it doesn’t do it voluntarily, it will find the policy forced on it by bankruptcy.” 

The last word remains with a rueful Bob Prole, “ We did not find the old maxim ‘ It pays to have a 
winning team’ a true one.” 

What became of the 1949 squad? 

The fees placed on the players on the transfer list were: Peadar Walsh £1,500, Mick Skevington 
£250, Ronnie Henderson £200, Jackie Walsh £50 and Johnny Matthews £50. 

Captain, Johnny Matthews, was delegated on Cup final day by his teammates to renegotiate the 
win bonus of £8. After noting the size of the crowd, they demanded £10 or they would not tog out. 
The Committee reluctantly gave in, saying it was costing them money being in the Cup final! Johnny 
had earlier turned down a move to West Ham for a fee reputed to be £9,000, a League of Ireland 
record—three weeks later they signed Frank O’Farrell from Cork. Johnny moved to Ards and then to 
Glenavon, captaining them when they became the first provincial team to capture the Irish League 
championship in 1951-52. He captained the Irish League team on a number of occasions, before 
returning to the League of Ireland, playing with Transport. 

Bill Menzies was back in Ireland for the next season, helping Sligo Rovers to runner-up spot in the 
League, without making a League appearance with Notts Forest. James ‘Rusty’ Russell had periods with 
Sligo and Drumcondra. 

Five of the team later played with English Clubs: 

Apps. 

Alex Anderson Southport 49-51 21 

Mick Skevington Leyton O. 49-50 5 




Peadar Walsh 
Eddie Hamilton 
James Wilson 

Johnny Fearon and Billy Murphy were 


Gillingham 50-51 

Luton Town 49-50 
Barnsley 49-50 

Accrington St. 49-51 
the only Cup medallists 


8 

8 

1 

4 

to reappear the following 


season. 


- 1949/50- 

Jim Higgins was the Dundalk scorer in the opening match of the new season for the Presidents 
Cup, won by Drumcondra 2-1, with a much changed team; George Brennan (from Dunleer), H 
Hollywood (ex Newry Town), Johnny Fearon, Willy Hanlon, Philip Murphy, Paddy Gavin, Paddy 
Curtis (ex Glenavon), Eddie O’Hara, Jim Higgins, Tommy McCabe, Phil Forte (ex Bohs). With six 
goals in the first two weeks of the season, including a City Cup hat trick against Waterford, Jim earned 
selection on the Irish team to play Finland in early September but injury forced him to withdraw. 

He repeated his Waterford hat trick in the opening Shield encounter at Oriel in a 7-3 win, when 
Terry Murray also scored three times and Tommy McCabe got his first Dundalk goal. Higgins and his 
inside partner Eddie O’Hara were in top form and when Eddie knocked in a hat trick in 4-4 
Dalymount draw with Bohs, to bring their joint tally to 20 goals by early November, the Birmingham 
City scouts had seen enough. By the following week they were both on the way to St.Andrews “for the 
club’s biggest-ever fee”. 

Jim eventually got his Irish cap in May 1951 (a 1-0 loss to Argentina). His 50 League appearances 
and 12 goals with Birmingham were spread over the next four seasons before he returned to Dundalk. 
Eddie spent two seasons with Birmingham, making six League appearances, and on his return signed 
for Drums, with whom he played in the 1955 Cup final, losing 1-0 to Shamrock Rovers. 

During the City Cup and Shield campaigns, experiments with new players continued. Billy 
Flanagan took over the right full spot; two ex St. James Gaters joined the squad, Joe Norris and Jimmy 
Fields; Terry Murray became the regular right winger; Paddy Sharkey (Blackrock), Jim Roddy, Pat 
McMahon, Joe Ralph and Joe Martin got games; Jimmy Gilbert was signed from Leinster Cup 
conquerors. Botanic. Later Jimmy McEvoy returned from England to join Paddy Kinsella (Shels), 
Charles Tolan (ex Kidderminster), Dan Lavery (ex Glasgow Celtic and Ballymena) and keeper Malachy 
Shortt (from Newry Town). 

After an indifferent City Cup, there was an improvement during the Shield and only a second last 
match loss to Drums deprived the team of the runner-up spot to Shamrock Rovers. 

But the first eight League games yielded only one win and three draws and the season effectively 
ended in February with a disastrous 2-1 first round Cup loss to non-leaguers AOH at the Mardyke. In 
spite of the Cup loss, results in the later stages of the League showed a big improvement, with 14 points 
gathered from the last 10 games to finish a respectable fifth in the final table. Along the way the title 
hopes of a number of aspirants were severely dented -e.g. wins over joint leaders Waterford (finished 
fourth) and Shels (third) and a second last match draw with Drums which effectively ended their tussle 
with Cork Athletic, who became League champs in only their second year with a point to spare over 
Drums. Athletic failed at the last hurdle to complete the double, going down to Transport in the FAI 
Cup final in a second replay. 

It was a special season for Joe Ralph, who made his impressive debut in a November Shield 
encounter against Cork Athletic at full back. Dundalk were in last place in the League for Cork’s visit in 
January and play-anywhere-Joe was moved to centre forward. It was no surprise when the table-toppers 
went two up inside 15 minutes and a missed penalty by Paddy Kinsella seemed to sum up Dundalk’s 






day. But with only fifteen minutes remaining Joe got one back and then Terry Murray tied the match at 
2-2. Fierce pressure from Dundalk ended when Joe got the winner in the last few minutes. Playing 
sometimes at inside right, Joe continued his scoring ways and finished as the clubs leading League 
marksman with a final tally of seven. 

Leading club marksman with 16 goals in all competitions, Terry Murray, was also celebrating. After 
three games with the League of Ireland team, he was selected on the Irish team to play Belgium in 
Brussels in May, joining three other LOI debutants (Mattie Clarke and Bobby Duffy from Shamrock 
Rovers, and Martin Golfer from Shelbourne) in a 5-1 defeat. Terry was the sixth Dundalk player to 
earn an Irish cap. 

• The team which lined out in a Christmas league game against Sligo was barely recognisable 
from the opening day team, only George Brennan and Philip Murphy surviving:— 
Brennan, Flanagan, Ralph, Murphy, Kinsella, McMahon, Murray, Paddy Breen, Gilbert, 
Roddy and Norris. 

• In a late season League game against Limerick, Malachy Shortt and Jackie McCabe made 
their debuts in front of Sunderland scouts who were watching Terry Murray, but they left 
very much impressed by Malachys performance. 

• The ‘C’ team had a very successful season in the Leinster Senior League (Div 2), finishing 
with an impressive record of Won—19, Drew—7, Lost—4, in the 30-game programme. 
An end of season line out showed the following team: Rogers, Richardson, Traynor, Roddy, 
Johnston, R Byrne, Martin, Butler, Cahill, McArdle, and Byrne. 

• The Minor team failed at the semi-final stage in both the FAI and Leinster Cups to top 
Dublin sides Johnville and Home Farm, with a team that contained a number of future 
International and Inter League players. Harry McQuillan (Junior Cap) was in goals, Sean 
McCarthy (Youth Cap) was at centre half, and Tommy Traynor at full back. The forward 
line included Peter McParland, Tommy McCabe and Walter Durkan playing on the right 
wing. Other members of that squad included Jackie McCourt, Christy Coleman, Gerry 
McAllister and Tommy Cahill. 

• Joe Martins debut came on November 27th in a Shield win over Limerick at Oriel Park but 
he was “bottled up” by the Limerick centre half 

• Representative Honours: Terry Murray played on 3 LOI teams—English League at 
Wolverhampton (7-0 loss); Irish League at Dublin (3-1 win): Irish League at Belfast (2-2). 
He also played for Ireland v. Belgium at Brussels on May 10th (lost 5-1) 

• 1949/50 finances: 


INCOME: 

£ 

EXPENDITURE: 

£ 

Gates 

1533 

Wages 

3590 

Members 

350 

Hotels 

423 

Transfer fees 

7824 

Travel 

860 

Others 

39 

Referees 

78 

Total 

9746 

Outfits 

115 



Ground exps 

399 



Repairs, Renewals 

211 



Rates etc. 

159 



Income tax 

340 



Others 

509 



Total 

6684 






Excluding transfer income, the loss on normal activity was £4800. Expenses (mainly wages) were 
down £2500 on the previous year. Wages were £90-£100 per week early in the season, rising to £150 at 
the tail end. 


Goals 

All L 

FAI 

SH 

CC AO 

Murray, Terry 

16 ; 5 

1 

6 

4: 

Higgins, Jim 

13 ; 


7 

5; 1 

Gilbert, Jimmy 

8 : 5 


3 


Ralph, Joe 

7 ^ 7 




O'Hara, Eddie 

7 

5 

1; 1 

Norris, Joe 

1 i 

^ 1 


La very, Dan 

6 : 6 



McCabe, Tommy 

5 i 3 

2 


Kinsella, Paddy 

4: 3 

1 


O'Brien 

3 ; 



3 : 

Murphy, Philip 

2 : 1 



1 : 

Gavin, Paddy 

2; 2 




Curtis, Pat 

1 ; 1 




McEvoy, Jimmy 

1; 1 




Tolan, Charles 

1; 1 



Total 

77 35 

1 25 

14 2 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

League Home 

9 

: 5 

3 

1 

17 

9 


League Away 

9 

; 2 

2 

; 5 

18 

22 


League 

18 

7 

5 

; 6 

35 

31 

5th 

FAI Cup 

: 1 

: 0 

0 

: 1 

1 

2 

IR 

Shield 

9 

5 

1 

i 3 

25 

21 : 

4th 

City Cup 

: 9 

^ 4 

0 

^ 5 

14 

16 

7th 

Leinster Cup 

; 1 

0 

0 

; 1 

1 

2 : 

IR 

Pres Cup 

1 

0 

0 

: 1 

1 

2 : 

RU 

Total 

39 

16 

6 

17 

77 

74 



- 1950/51 - 

Buoyed by the transfer fees earned for Higgins and O’Hara (worth £175,000 in 2000 money), the 
club made its fourth cross Channel appointment in as many years with the arrival of Pat Gallacher as 
player manager. A native of Glasgow, Pat had played with Third Lanark and had spent eight seasons 
with Bournemouth. As player coach to Weymouth he had steered them to the top of the Southern 
League, culminating in a 9-round adventure in the FA Cup, before losing out in the fourth round 
proper to Manchester United. After a couple of year’s absence with Glenavon, Gerry McCourt returned 
as trainer-masseur. 

The Democrat praised the new management and the quality of the squad signed for the season, and 
particularly that of Billy Quinn (ex Home Farm) who had been on Arsenal’s books in the previous year. 

Goalkeepers: Malachy Shorn, George Brennan, Walter Durkan and J.Rogers. 

Full Backs: Joe Ralph, Johnny Fearon, Tommy Traynor, M.Smith (Rockville) R.Turley and Francis 
O’Reilly (ex Bohs). 

Half Backs: Willy Murphy, Paddy Gavin and Jimmy Fields (all previous year), Noel Palmer and 
J.Cumiskey (both ex Bohs). 

Forwards: Terry Murray, Jimmy Gilbert and Joe Norris (all previous) Billy Quinn (ex Arsenal) Tom 
Cahill, J.Butler and J.Kenny (C team), J.Perry (Rathfarnham), Tom McCabe (Bessbrook), L.Devine 
(Newry) and Willy O’Hanlon. Locals who were on holidays and who were added later included Joe 
Martin, Tommy McCabe and Peter McParland. 

But the City Cup games did not match the Democrat’s optimism; the team ending third from 
bottom with only one win which came against Shels, who finished runner up to Drums by a single 
point. For Dundalk, goals were in short supply and nine goals from the nine City Cup games was the 
worst by far of the ten teams. 

After losing the opening two games in the Shield, both the goals and the points began to flow and 
no other team bettered a final 20-goal tally. Joe Martin (5) and Tommy McCabe (4) were hitting the 

























net regularly and Pat Gallachers Shield haul was boosted to seven when scoring four times in the final 
game 5-4 thriller against Cork Athletic. 

Highlight of the pre-Christmas programme was the 
team performance in the Leinster Senior Cup. In the first 
round, the gloom caused by the poor City Cup had been 
lifted by an excellent 5-2 Dalymount win over Bohemians, 
thanks to a pair of goals each from Peter McParland and 
Pat Callacher and one from Dan Lavery. Billy Quinn (2) 
and Joe Martin delivered in the 3-2 semi final victory over Transport, earning a sixth club appearance in 
the Leinster Cup final—all previous appearances being unsuccessful. 

Injuries to Joe Martin and Billy Quinn prevented them appearing in the final against giant killers St 
Patricks Athletic from the Leinster League who had taken the scalps of Shels and Drumcondra en route 
to the final. Playing on opposite wings, the “babes” of the team. Tommy McCabe and Leo McDonagh 
(playing in only his third senior match) gave outstanding displays, and the man from the Democrat 
had difficulty selecting his man-of-the-match between Paddy Cavin, Walter Durkan and Billy Murphy 
(his final choice). 

After an hours play a white ball was introduced for the first time in Ireland and seconds later 
Jimmy Gilbert equalised to tie the game at one each. With a minute remaining Leo McDonagh got the 
winner, his third goal in three starts, to the delight of the several hundred travelling supporters, who 
raised the roof minutes later when FAI President, Oscar Traynor, presented captain Pat Callacher with 
Dundalk’s first Leinster Cup. 

The winners medals on St Stephens Day 1950 went to:—Walter Durkan, Joe Ralph, Johnny 
Fearon, Billy Murphy, Jimmy Fields, Paddy Gavin, Leo McDonagh, Terry Murray, Jimmy Gilbert, Pat 
Callacher and Tommy McCabe. 

But the post-Christmas highlights were few and a second round FAI Cup departure to Sligo, after 
despatching non League Jacobs in the first round, meant that the rest of the season was confined to 
avoiding the embarrassment of having to seek re-election. This was achieved only on goal average, 
thanks mainly to a goalless draw against fellow strugglers Limerick. 

12 points from 18 games was the worst League performance in the club’s history. 

• Joe Martin’s first goal came on August 27th 1950 in a Dublin City Cup clash against 
Transport at the Carlisle Grounds, Bray that finished 1-1. 

• Peter McParland was just sixteen and a half years old when he scored twice in the Leinster 
Cup 5-2 victory over Bohemian on September 20th 1950. He was helping himself to plenty 
of goals with the reserves, knocking in six in an 8-4 win over Grangegorman. 

• In January, another of the young ones, the 17 year-old Tommy Traynor, got a couple of call¬ 
ups to first team duty on the strength of his reserve performances. 

• Weekly team changes were the norm and it was difficult at times to distinguish between the 
Senior and Reserve team selections. On one weekend the selected teams read: First Team: 
Durkan, Finnigen, O’Reilly, Murphy, Field, Gallagher, Lavery, O’Hanlon, Martin, Quinn, 
McCabe. Reserves: Brennan, Fearon, Traynor, Palmer, McCarthy, Gavin, Murray, Gaynor, 
Gilbert, McParland, Cumiskey. The Reserves included three future International Players 
(Traynor, Murray and McParland), a ‘B’ cap (Gavin), and Youth cap Sean McCarthy. 

• Shamrock Rovers 4-1 win in the last Oriel Park game of the season was their first League 
victory at the venue since November 1938. 

• Expenditure for the year at £6956 exceeded income by £2895. 


Leinster Cup 



1950-51 

Bohemians 

A 

5-2 

2 McParland, Lavery 

2 Gallacher 

Transport 

N 

3-2 

2 Quinn, Martin 

St. Pat's Ath. 

N 

2-1 

Gilbert, McDonagh 


i66 





Representative Honours for LOI team: March 17th Dublin v. West German League 
(Lost 7-0); Terry Murray and Joe Martin. Billy Murphy was 12th man. 

April 4th Dublin v. English League (Lost 1-0); T.Murray. 


Goals 

TOT 

L FAI 

SH 

CC 

LSC 

Gallacher, Pat 

21 

10 ^ 

7 

2 

2 

Martin, Joe 

18 

8 ; 1: 

5 

3 

1 

McDonagh, Leo 

9 

8 



1 

McCabe, Tommy \ 

5 


4 

1 


Ralph, Joe 

4 

2 ; i; 

1 



Lavery, Dan 

4 

; 2: 


1 

1 

Quinn, Billy 

3 



1 

2 

Murphy, Billy 

2 

L 


1 


Murray, Terry 

2 

1 

1 



McFarland, Peter 

2 




2 

O'Han Ion, Willy 

2 


2 



Fearon, Johnny 

1 

i; 




Palmer, Noel 

1 

1 




Gilbert, Jimmy 

1 




1 

o.g. 

1 

L 




Total 

76 

35 2 

20 

9 

10 


Review 
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0 

L 

F 

A 
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League Home 

9 

3 

^ 2 

4 

: 19 

: 20 ; 


League Away 

9 

1 

2 

6 

: 16 

: 24 


League 

18 

4 

: 4 

10 

: 35 

: 44 

8th 

FAI Cup 

: 2 

; 1 

; 0 

1 

: 2 

3 : 

2R 

Shield 

9 

; 4 

; 2 

3 

: 20 

21 

5th 

City Cup 

9 

: 1 

; 3 

5 

i 9 

15 

8th 

Leinster Cup 

3 

3 

; 0 

0 

; 10 

5 

WIN 

Total 

41 

13 

9 

' 19 

76 

88 



The Festival of Britain 

If the clubs first cross channel trip in 1949 had turned into a “fiasco”, then the second effort more 
than made up for it. The club was invited to participate in the Festival of Britain in May 1951 and to 
play four games in the space of nine days against English League opposition. Based in Rhyl, North 
Wales, the travelling party were overwhelmed by the warmth of their reception and the hospitality 
shown to them. Everywhere they went the hosts seemed determined to show that they could equal the 
famed Irish hospitality, receiving a civic reception from the Mayor of each town and entertained at a 
banquet by each of the home clubs. 

The party was met at Holyhead by Arthur Barrett who owned a restaurant at Rhyl and who had 
been secretary-manager of Blackburn Rovers for ten years, a period which included their 1928 FA Cup 
win. He became “godfather” to the team, accompanying them to all the games and was unsparing in his 
efforts to help the visitors enjoy the trip. The last match against Rhyl had not been scheduled, but the 
generosity of the local club officials was such that Dundalk responded to their request for a game. 

Johnny Fearon gave “splendid displays in all five matches”—Tranmere wanted to sign him and 
Liverpool sent a scout to watch him at Shrewsbury, but Johnny wasn’t interested—^Joe Ralph “played 
with his usual gameness”—Sean McCarthy “had a couple of splendid games”—Walter Durkan 
“received ovations in several games for his fine saves”—Terry Murray “played well but finished badly.” 
Other members of the travelling party who played in the games included Pat Gallagher, George 
Brennan, Billy Murphy, Paddy Gavin, Billy Quinn, Tommy McCabe, Noel Palmer, Jimmy Gilbert, Leo 
McDonagh, Finnigan, Tommy Traynor, Francis O’Reilly and Thompson. 

Jimmy Devlin was in charge of the party. The players and officials were permitted to take their wife 
or girlfriend on the trip, but only May Fearon took up the offer. She remembers with affection the great 
time she had and the treatment she received from both players and officials. 

Mon May 7th Wrexham won 2-0 with two goals in the last three minutes, including a penalty and 
Durkan “played a blinder”. 























Wed May 9th Tranmere won 5-0, when 
“Dundalk’s forwards couldn’t burst a paper bag”. 

Sat May 12th Dundalk’s only win (2-1) was 
against Shrewsbury “with a little luck they would 
have won by more”. 

Mon May l4th Chester won by 4-0, “Durkan 
broke a bone in his hand and but for this the 
score would have been lighter”. 

Tue May 15th. Five games in such a short 
period and all that “entertainment” was just too 
much and the team, which lost 4-0 to Rhyl “was 
a skeleton one”. 

On the team’s return, Leeds United were 
visitors to Oriel Park and Dundalk included a 
number of guest players in a 2-2 draw. “Peter 
McParland was as good as any and his goal was a 
beauty. He took down a centre from Glynn with 
his left, hit it with his right as it fell and from 20 
yards gave the goalie no chance”. The home 
selection was, Kelly (Southampton, the Northern 
Ireland International), Ralph, Fearon, Palmer, 
McCarthy, Malone (Shels), Cunningham (Shels), 
Murray, Glynn (Drums), McParland and Golfer 
(Shels). 



FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 


Wednesday, 9th May 

TRANMERE ROVERS 

V. 

DUNDALK (r.r„r) 

Kick-ofT 6-30 p m. 

Official Programme Price 2d. 
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Paddy Gavin 















1951-52 


The Back Room Boys 

Gerry McCourt was in charge of training and Jock McCosh was looking after the Dublin players. 
Paddy Sharkey was groundsman (Bob Prole described him as “the best groundsman in Ireland”). 
Looking after the kit was Jimmy Ward. McGuills supplied taxis for away games and the driving duties 
were in the hands of Phil Clark and Ritchie Martin. 

The Committee 

Jimmy Devlin (Chairman), Jack Flanagan (Vice-Chairman), George Ware (Treasurer), Bob Prole 
(Secretary), Joe McGrath, Dr Niall McGahon, Fergus Sharkey, Peadar Halpin, Benny Kennedy and 
Ned Welch. 

The Story 

St. Patrick’s Athletic were rewarded for their dominance of the Leinster League and their many 
giant killing acts, in the FAI and Leinster Cups, by their election along with Evergreen from Cork to 
the League of Ireland, extending the number of teams to 12. Pats home venue was in Shamrock Rovers 
grounds at Milltown and Evergreen United were based at Turners Cross, while Transport moved from 
the Carlisle Grounds in Bray to Harolds Cross. 

Dundalk, as Leinster Cup holders, were selected to play Drumcondra, City Cup winners, for the 
Presidents Cup. “A young and experimental side “ surprised everyone, including, no doubt, themselves, 
by bringing the Cup back to Dundalk after a lapse of 20 years and to Oriel Park for the first time. The 
2-1 victory was achieved by:—Walter Durkan, Denis McCarthy (a Youth international, previously with 
Shamrock Rovers), Joe Ralph, Brendan Fitzgerald (ex Drums), Pat Kelly (from Drogheda), Paddy 
Gavin, Leo McDonagh, Sean McCarthy, Fleming (ex Transport), Seamus Roddy and Fergus Maloney 
(ex Home Farm). The scores came from two of the new boys, Maloney and Fitzgerald (pen). 

There were follow-up wins against Transport in the City Cup (two goals by Fergus Maloney) and 
Cork Athletic in the Shield by 3-1 (one of the goals from the returned Joe O’Brien). To provide some 
experience to the very youthful squad there were a number of signings, the most important being the 
acquisition of the ex Shamrock Rovers duo, Paddy Mullan and Mattie Clarke. 

Nobody, least of all Dundalk supporters, needed an introduction to Clarke, multiple medal winner 
in a 15 year career with the Hoops, holder of one International cap and the rock on which many 
Dundalk hopes and dreams had perished. But before long the cries of “good man Mattie” had washed 
away those memories and replaced the old cry of “dirty Clarke”. Paddy Mullan also became a highly 
influential figure on the field—the Democrat once referred to him as the “unofficial player coach”. 

On their return from holidays, Johnny Fearon, Joe Martin and Terry Murray had also been signed 
up. In the replayed semi-final of the City Cup, a 3-goal lead was squandered in the face of a Sligo 
second half revival and the Westerners went through by 4-3. 

After an early season 5-0 Shield win over Waterford, Terry Murray joined the growing Dundalk 
colony plying their trade in the English league, when Hull City successfully made an offer for his 
transfer. The Democrat strongly denied the reported fee of £6000 and the accounts for the year-end 
showed net transfer fees of £945, a long way from £6000. Terry played five seasons in the English 
Leagues, the last one with Bournemouth, and made 45 appearances (7 goals). 

Two goals each from Joe Martin and Gerry Lalor, in a 4-1 win over Bohs saw the team proudly on 
top of the Shield, tied on 11 points with Shamrock Rovers. But, two losses in the last four games, 
dropped the team to a fourth place finish. 
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Murray’s departure and some injuries, of which Paddy Kellys turned out to be the most serious, led 
to a series of experiments. In Joe Martin’s absence, it seemed every player was tried at centre forward 
and Sean McCarthy got a crack at both the centre forward and centre half spots. Eddie McKenna stood 
in for the injured Durkan and a week did not go by without some changes—Roy Prole got a run at 
centre-half, Paddy Sharkey’s good reserve form earned him a run. Tommy McCabe from Bessbrook was 
tried. 

For the last Shield game against Transport there were wholesale changes—debuts for Noel Palmer 
and Jackie McCourt and returns for Peter McParland, Jim Roddy, Fergus Maloney and Denis 
McCarthy. A 4-3 win meant extended runs for McCourt, Maloney and McParland. Johnny Fearon “led 
the line with plenty of dash” and scored twice in a 6-0 hammering of Limerick, and Fergus Maloney 
chipped in with a hat trick, but the constant changes were not working and poor League results were 
the consequence. For the last home game before the Cup, the team lined out with only five members of 
the eventual Cup winning team and lost 5-2 to Cork Athletic, leaving the team with 9 points from 14 
games. Paddy Mullen was getting his first Senior run out. 

The Cup . . . 

The omens were not good for the first round Cup game against newcomers St Patrick’s Athletic. 
League leaders Pats had won the away League match in December by 5-2 and in the run up to the Cup, 
had three wins on the trot, knocking in 12 goals under the leadership of Shay Gibbons, whose 26 goals 
would be instrumental in Pats taking the League title in their debut season. In contrast, an unsettled 
Dundalk were coming off four successive defeats, during which they had conceded 15 goals. To make 
matters worse, injuries knocked out Paddy Gavin and Paddy Kelly, and at the last minute, Mattie 
Clarke was selected at centre half and new boy Tommy Traynor made his Oriel Park debut at left full. 

It was entirely consistent with the formbook when Gibbons put Pats ahead with two goals inside a 
minute on the half hour. In spite of being caught out for speed by Gibbons for the goals, new centre 
half Mattie Clarke was keeping a tight grip on the best centre forward of the era. Behind him the 
youthful Tommy Traynor, not yet nineteen, “kicked, headed and tackled like a veteran”, beside a 
resolute Joe Ralph. 

The largest crowd of the season (£192 gate) saw Dundalk rally to get one back before the break, 
when Paddy Mullan headed Leo McDonagh’s cross wide of Kinahan, the Pats keeper. It was real Cup- 
tie stuff, “end to end, the ball moving about very fast and a high tempo throughout”. The home team 
equalised after 20 minutes of the second half when another accurate cross from McDonagh found 
Johnny Fearon and Johnny made no mistake with his header. 

The Goal. . . 

The cheers hadn’t died down when Pats retaliated with a goal from winger Jack Breen, through a 
crowded goalmouth—but the unsighted English referee, Mr Evans from Liverpool, failed to see Walter 
Durkan scoop the ball back into play and he waved play on. Fifty years later, at the 2002 reunion, 
Jackie McCourt disclosed that he had accidentally barged into the referee, knocking him to the ground. 
As a result the referee was in no position to judge whether the ball had crossed the line! 

and The Photograph . . . 

All of Ireland saw the incident the following morning when the Irish Independent published 
Malachy Bellew’s photograph, showing Walter Durkan in the act of retrieving the ball, at least two feet 
over the line, watched by Mattie Clarke and Joe Ralph. 
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The home team took full advantage of this stroke of luck when Joe Martin slipped through the 
defence to set up Leo McDonagh for the most unlikely of wins. 

The Row... 

More controversy followed the final whistle when the angry Pats keeper, Kinahan, attacked Johnny 
Fearon- according to the Democrat “this was a rather unwise selection, had he known whom he was 
challenging”. Johnny had enjoyed some success as an amateur boxer and could look after himself 
Players came to blows, spectators got involved, the Gardai drew their batons and the unfortunate 
English official was kicked and taken for medical attention in a collapsed condition. It was all “just like 
old times”. 

An unsuccessful trip to Cork on the next weekend, losing 3-1 to Evergreen, was not the ideal prepa¬ 
ration for another Leeside Cup clash, to play AOH at the Mardyke, the graveyard of many previous 
visits. This time, Dundalk took revenge for the 1950 Cup failure against the same opposition in a 4-0 
victory, thanks to two goals each from Johnny Fearon and Joe Martin. On the back of some excellent 
reserve performances, another newcomer Willy Quinlan took Fergus Maloneys place for the Cork trip. 

Injuries to Martin and Clarke meant games for Willy O’Hanlon and Sean McCarthy and a 
comfortable 4-0 Shield win over semi final opponents Waterford. 


The Semi-Final . . . 

However, there was nothing easy about the Cup semi final tie against Waterford, who had taken 
two games to get the better of Shels in the previous round. A Dalymount 2-2 thriller, which had the 
sports writers in raptures, saw Dundalk coming from behind twice to goals by the Fitzgerald brothers, 
Dinny and Jack, and the equalising goal came only in the last two minutes when Fergus Maloney 
finished Joe Martins parried shot. But however glowing the match reports for the performances on 
both sides, they paled by comparison to the extraordinary happenings in the Milltown replay on the 
following Wednesday. 









The Replay . . . 

With Eddie McKenna replacing Walter Durkan in goal, Jimmy McQuades 28th minute goal 
cancelled Fergus Maloneys 9th minute lead and the same player put Waterford into a 2-1 half time lead 
with a penalty, given against Mattie Clarke. Early in the second half, Jimmy Nelson stretched the lead 
of Waterford, who were in full control, in spite of considerable Dundalk pressure and the by-now 
regular positional changes, Martin and McDonagh, Ralph and Mullan. 

It was rumoured afterwards that some Dundalk followers were outside the grounds when a mighty 
roar announced that Leo McDonagh had reduced the deficit, prodding through after a goalmouth 
melee. Dundalk threw all caution to the wind and were lucky not to fall further behind, before Joe 
Martin sent Leo McDonagh through in the last minutes to send the game into extra time. 

Extra Time . . . 

The English referee had not been informed of the Irish procedures of 10 minutes each period, and 
played 15 minutes, as was the English custom. Early in the first period Dinny Fitzgerald put Waterford 
back in the lead and in the 10th and 12th minutes Joe Martin gave Dundalk a 5-4 lead. Before the start 
of the second period of extra time it was necessary to turn on the Milltown training lights and all 
available car lights to allow the contest to continue in the failing light. 

Waterford tried everything but it was finally Joe Ralph, breaking through a leg-weary defence, who 
set up Fergus Maloney to leave the final score 6-4. For his display in both games and his three goal 
contribution, Fergus got the Irish Independent’s award as “Sports Star of the Week”. 

The 'Greatest', , . 

From a distance of 50 years, words are truly inadequate to convey the drama and excitement of a 
game described by those who were present as simply “the greatest game” they ever witnessed. On the 
Dundalk side everybody was a hero and an otherwise nondescript season (and that’s being kind) was on 
track for glory. 


The Final, , , April 20th 1952, 

Cork Athletic: Ned Courtney, Paddy and Dave Noonan, Johnny Moloney, Florrie Burke, Willie 
Cotter, Johnny Vaughan, Murty Broderick, Paddy O’Leary, Paddy 
Cronin and Jackie Lennox. 

Dundalk: Walter Durkan, Joe Ralph, Tommy Traynor, Paddy 
Gavin, Mattie Clarke, Jackie McCourt, Leo McDonagh, Johnny 
Fearon, Joe Martin, Paddy Mullen and Fergus Moloney. 

Although only in their fourth season. Athletic had already won 
two League titles and were competing in their third successive Cup 
final. Anchored at centre half by the giant Florrie Burke, playing in 
front of Paddy and Dave Noonan and lead by Paddy O’Leary, one of 
the great goal scorers in an era of greats, they were a formidable 
team—nine of them had been on the previous years double winning 
team. 

Only four times Cup winner Mattie Clarke could match the 
experience of the Leesiders and while he got the better of his duels 
with O’Leary, Dundalk’s luck seemed to finally run out when O’Leary 
headed the lead for Cork, early in the second half. Then, with minutes 
remaining, the Cork keeper Ned Courtney was injured and finished 
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hobbling on the wing, his place taken by full back Dave Noonan. With the defence in disarray, Joe 
Martin nipped in for the equaliser in the 87th minute, sending the tie to a replay on the following 
Wednesday. 

The Final Replay . . . 

Corks preparations for the replay were chaotic, according to the “Gillette Book of the FAI Cup” by 
Sean Ryan and Terry O’Rourke. 

The team stayed in Dublin overnight, returned home on Monday, “cured” themselves on Tuesday 
and, according to Frank Johnstone in the Irish Times, “Cork, even in the pre-match kick about, 
displayed none of Dundalk’s sprightliness.” In the words of Cork wing-half Johnny Moloney: 

“The replay was a farce—our fellows were still drunk after Sunday.” 

The law also played havoc with Cork’s preparations, for director Jimmy Lynch appeared in 
court on the Monday on an attempted murder charge and club officials and players were 
among those giving evidence. “I was involved as a witness,” recalled winger Johnny Vaughan. “I 
had been offered a job by Jimmy Lynch on the night of the incident. He had a few drinks with 
us at home and then went on to his girlfriend. After a disagreement he apparently tried to 
strangle her and left her for dead. I was in court both days before the replay. The case was 
definitely a contributory factor in our defeat.” 

Meanwhile, Gerry McCourt was making sure that his boys were having a much more conservative 
and traditional preparation and Gerry’s formula worked. Many of the 20,000 crowd were still settling 
when a beautiful and typical Paddy Mullen dummy opened the way for Johnny Fearon to score after 
two minutes. It was the 67th minute before the second goal arrived; Fergus Maloney hitting an unstop¬ 
pable 25-yarder and seven minutes before the end Paddy Mullen completed the job. The cheers when 
Mattie Clarke raised the trophy were re-echoed by the thousands who greeted the team on its return to 
Dundalk. The third FAI Cup in a decade had more than squared the books, after the three heart¬ 
breaking losses in the Thirties and this victory was so much sweeter because it was unexpected. 

And the presence of so many local and near-local players added a touch of pride—it seemed that 
everyone knew some one who knew some one who. 

Because of the club’s financial circumstances, this 
year’s squad was predominantly a young local (i.e. low 
paid) team with seven of the medal winners hailing from 
the Drogheda-Carrickmacross-Newry-Dundalk area. 

Furthermore, other local talent had featured prominent¬ 
ly during the season; Eddie McKenna (Inniskeen), Peter 
McParland (Newry), Paddy Kelly (Drogheda), Tommy 
McCabe and Jim Roddy. It was a special year for the McCourt family with Jackie adding to the family 
Cup medal collection- now there was gold to add to Gerry’s two runner-up medals dated 1931 and 
1935. Five years later Jackie would add more gold to the haul at Drumcondra, playing at inside right 
with fellow townsman Willie Coleman as his wing partner. 

Unfortunately, the team just failed to secure the points necessary to escape from the re-election area. 
A few days after the Cup final, a 3-1 lead against Transport was thrown away and in the last match of 
the season a 1-1 draw with League champions St Pats resulted in a tie with Cork Athletic, who took 
tenth place on a better goal average. Dundalk’s second last spot meant an application to the League 
authorities to be re-elected for the following year, for the first time in the club’s history. It was also the 
first time that the FAI Cup winner was required to seek re-entry. 


FAI CUP 


1951-52 

St. Pat's Ath. 

H 3-2 

Mullen, Fearon. McDonagh 

AOH (Cork) 

A 4-0 

2 Fearon. 2 Martin 

Waterford 

N 2-2 

Fearon. F Maloney 

Waterford 

N 6-4 

2 Maloney, 2 Martin, 2 McDonagh 

Cork Athletic 

N 1-1 

Martin 

Cork Athletic 

N 3-0 

Fearon. Maloney, Mullen 
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The Celebrations . . . 

The victory celebrations were held on the night of the Pats encounter in the Pavilion Ballroom, 
Blackrock and the St Patricks players joined the Dundalk team and the FAI dignitaries. George Duffy 
and his Swingtette provided the music. 

The Transfer . . . 

Tommy Traynor s meteoric rise continued when he was capped for 
the Irish Amateur team and his starring role in a draw against 
Scotland drew in the bidders. He chose Southampton, thanks to the 
persuasive skills of Freddie Kiernan, former Dundalk keeper and now 
with Southampton—Chelsea and Manchester City also wanted 
Tommy. At the Dell, Tommy had an illustrious career over the 
following fourteen seasons and picked up eight Irish caps. His 433 
league appearances established a club best and he became an influen¬ 
tial figure at the club, becoming something of a father figure. In 
1965-66, his final season before retiring, he helped Southampton into 
Division One for the first time in the club’s history and a prestigious 
testimonial against Dutch side Twente Enschede was his reward for 
long and loyal club service. 

There was also much local rejoicing for two ex-Dundalk players, 

Johnny Matthews and George Brennan, who were making their own 
piece of history as members of the Glenavon team, becoming the first Provincial winners of the Irish 
League. 

A week after the Cup final replay, Walter Durkan and Fergus Maloney were selected on the League 
of Ireland team to play against the touring USA team, both sharing in a 4-0 Dalymount victory. 

Snippets 

• Malachy Bellew’s reward for his ‘Photo of the Year’ was a Red Card from the committee, 
when he was banned from Oriel Park !. 

• The club lost £11 on the season, in spite of the Murray transfer fee (£945), extra gate 
money from two Cup semi finals and two Cup finals, and a considerably reduced wage bill 
(at £3293 it was down by £700). Gates barely covered the club’s weekly overheads 
(excluding wages) of £50, leaving little cover for the wage bill of about £90 per week. 

• Liabilities now stood at £1700, of which creditors were the largest element at £1100. Banks 
were owed £400 and the remainder was loans of £200 (no doubt these loans were in the 
names of Committee members). 

• The drawn final drew a crowd of 26,749, who paid £3,771, and the replay attracted 
20,753, with gate receipts of £2,205. 

• The players were on a £5 bonus to win the Cup, and this was increased (reluctantly) to £7 
for the replay. 

• Joe O’Brien, who scored six goals during the season, had returned after four English League 
seasons with two clubs, Luton and Ipswich, making 61 League appearances and scoring 15 
goals. He and Fergus Maloney competed all season for the left wing spot. 

• Joe Martin and Johnny Fearon scored five Cup goals, equalling the club record of Gerry 
McCourt (1931) and Ronnie Henderson (1949). 

• Johnny Fearon was the only survivor from the 1949 Cup winning team. 
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• 19 Cup goals (6 games) set a new Cup campaign high, surpassing the 14 scored in the 1942 
year (5 games). 

• On the Sunday before the Waterford Cup semi final, at a league game in Oriel Park, Walter 
Durkans mother took ill and died within a couple of days. Walter played below his best in 
the Cup game and was replaced for the replay by Eddie McKenna. 

• On St Patricks Athletics first Oriel Park visit (for a Shield game in September), an interest¬ 
ed spectator was Paddy Barrett, the clubs Treasurer in its first 1926-27 season, while home 
on holidays from America. 

• There were times in the season when it was difficult to distinguish between the teams 
selected for first team and reserve duty—one November reserve team sheet listed ten players 
who featured at some stage on the senior team: McKenna, McCarthy, Traynor, Palmer, 
Gavin, McCourt, Fitzgerald, Lalor, Fleming, Mullen and B.McCabe. 

• Cup teams: 

Final: Walter Durkan; Joe Ralph, Tommy Traynor; Paddy Gavin, Mattie Clarke (capt.), 
Jackie McCourt; Leo McDonagh, Johnny Fearon, Joe Martin, Paddy Mullen and Fergus 
Maloney. 

V. Pats Brendan Fitzgerald for Gavin 

V. AOH Willie Quinlan for Maloney 

V. Waterford (replay) Eddie McKenna for Durkan 

• Honours for League of Ireland 

Oct 10th Liverpool v. English Lge. (lost 9-1) McDonagh 
May 5th Dublin v. USA (won 4-0) Durkan and Maloney 


Captain Courageous 

For almost twenty years, nobody in Irish football required an intro¬ 
duction to Mattie Clarke. Starting with Shamrock Rovers as a centre 
forward in 1938, he scored a hat trick in one of his first games in that 
position. But it was at full back that he achieved greatness and the status 
of a Milltown hero. One of the most outstanding defenders of the era, he 
became an ever-present on the League of Ireland team, finishing with 
nine Inter League caps. 

He appeared in five FAI Cup finals—*40, ’44, *45, *46 and *48— 
failing only in *46 to pick up a winners medal. Only Jackie Carey stood 
between Mattie and many Irish caps, but he was finally rewarded with an 
International appearance, playing in 1950 against Belgium. After 
thirteen loyal years service to Rovers, he joined Dundalk in 1951. 

Starting at full back and later moving to centre half, he provided the 
steadying influence on a young defence, while his former colleague, 

Paddy Mullen, was doing the same with an equally young set of 
forwards. Between them they nursed a remarkably youthful team to an 
unlikely success in the 1952 FAI Cup. Mattie’s role was more than just captain and mentor—he gave 
some towering performances, playing inspirational games in the famous 6-4 Waterford semi final replay 
at Milltown and in both the final and the replay against the battle-hardened Cork Athletic. His displays 
in the two final games earned him the Irish Independent’s award for “Sport Star of the Week”. 
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Nor was that the end of his Cup connection with Dundalk. In 1956, at the age of thirty six, he lead 
non-leaguers Workmans Club to a shock 3-1 first round victory over Dundalk at Tolka Park, in their 
first ever Cup game. 

The scourge of League of Ireland wingers and the most feared back in Ireland, he was also one of 
natures gentlemen, commanding respect in whatever jersey he wore and his tragic death in a car 
accident in January 1960 was widely mourned within the football community. 


Memories of 1952 

A Dundalk Vintage Year—-from Dundalk Democrat 

“The year 1952 will go down in memory as one of the vintage years of Dundalk’s Soccer History; 
the year in which they won the FAI Cup, blue riband of the soccer world, for the third time, and the 
winning of which produced some of the most memorable games in the 26-year history of the club. 
There have been many sterling games in that time, but none, I think, to compare in hectic excitement 
with the Cup semi-finals and Finals (yes, both were in the plural) of 1952. 

Out of a hazy memory, some incidents stand out despite the passing years. I see, etched against the 
dim background of countless matches on a variety of pitches, the spectacular goals of Artie Kelly and 
Johnny Lavery which won us the Cup for the first time in 1942; the equally exciting goals of Johnny 
Walsh and Ronnie Henderson which won it again in 1949. I remember the bubbling elation with 
which we crowded round the Presidential stand as Joe Donnelly took over our first Cup, repeated seven 


years later with a brand new team. Yet, can any of 
these compare with the hysterical thrills of the 
replayed semi-final at Milltown, where Dundalk 
came from nowhere, a thousand-to-one chance, to 
pulverise an exhausted Waterford side in the flood¬ 
lights and shadows. Or can they exceed the fine 
displays in the final, particularly the replay, or can 
any of the other goals eclipse the memory of 
Johnny Fearon’s or Fergus Maloney’s classic 
scoring shots. 

The Cup final, and all its winning stood for, 
will however pass out of memory before the Semi¬ 
final replay in which Dundalk beat Waterford 6-4. 
Never have I seen—nor, I am certain, never will I 
see—the like of this game, for the achievement of 
the apparently impossible, for the hectic thrills, for 
the superhuman efforts of the players in that extra 
half-hour in which the game was won for 
Dundalk. The most detached and impartial 
observer left the grounds in a state of exaltation, 
and the sports writers next day were lyrical in their 
descriptions of the epic struggle. 

This week, in the Irish Independent’s Sports 
“Thrill of the Year”, K.J.Kenealy picked this game, 
opening his description with these words: “I did 
not visit my doctor during 1952, but I did have 
my heart tested, for I was at Milltown on the 
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evening of April 2nd. I left the ground convinced that I had witnessed one of the most gripping games 
of football ever played.” 

I recall one of the most vivid openings to a sports report by his colleague, W.P. Murphy, in the 
“Irish Independent” the day after the match: “In years to come when youngsters with the audacity and 
inexperience of youth begin to talk over great games, all who were privileged to be at Milltown last 
night will be able to take the game right out of the bottom drawer of memory and confound their 
listeners with one of the most breath-taking and gripping Cup ties in history. Dundalk simply refused 
to accept defeat against a Waterford team, who in two matches, led four times, but lost.” 


FAI Cup Winners 1952 


1951-52 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

:ii 

4 

4 

3 

22 

18 


League Away 

11 

0 

: 3 

8 

15 

32 


League Total 

22 

4 

7 

11 

37 

50 

11th 

FAI Cup 

: 6 

4 

2 

: 0 

19 

9 

WIN 

Shield 

11 

6 

2 

3 

29 

18 

4th 

City Cup 

3 

; 1 

1 

: 1 

5 

5 

SFRP 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

IstR 

Pres Cup 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

WIN 

Total 

44 

16 

12 

16 

92 

84 



FAI CUP 1951-52 




St. Pat's A. 

H 

3-2 

Mullen. Fearon. 

McDonagh 

AOH 

A 

4-0 

2 Fearon. 2 Martin 

Waterford 

N 

2-2 

Fearon. F Maloney 

Waterford 

N 

6-4 

2 Maloney. 2 Martin. 

2 McDonagh 

Cork Ath. 

N 

1-1 

Martin 

Cork Ath. 

N 

3-0 

Fearon. Maloney. 

Mullen 



1951-52 Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH 

AO 

Martin. Joe 

18 

6 

5 

7 


Maloney Fergus 

16 

8 

4 

1 

3 

Fearon. John 

13 

7 

5 

1 


McDonagh. Leo 

10 

3 

3 

4 


Ruddy. Jim 

7 

1 


5 

1 

O’Brien. Joe 

6 

2 


4 


Mullen. Paddy 

5 

3 ; 

2 



McPariand. Peter 

3 ; 

2 


1 


Fitzgerald. Brendan 

3 : 

1 


1 

1 

Lalor, Gerry 

3 



3 


Murray. Terry 

3 



2 

1 

McCourt. Jackie 

2 

2 




Gavin. Paddy 

1 

1 




Ralph. Joe 

1 

1 




McCarthy Sean 

1 




1 

Total 

92 

37 

19 

29 

7 


1952REUHI0H 

In March 2002. Joe Martin organised a re-union of the 1952 FAI Cup winning team, which 
included a Civic Reception by the Dundalk Town Council. Pictured at the Harp Lager 
Brewmasters Club are the following: Front: Jackie McCourt. Tommy Traynor. Jimmy 
McEvoy and Leo McDonagh. Back: Ollie Ralph (son of Joe). Joe Martin. Paul Ralph (son of 
Joe). Fergus Maloney. Peter McPariand. Walter Durkan. Eddie McKenna. Paddy Gavin. 

Colm and John Fearon (sons of Johnny) and Tony Clarke (son of Mattie). 
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1952 FAI Cup Winners 

Back: Jackie McCourt. Tommy Traynor Walter Durkan. Joe Ralph, Joe Martin. Fergus Maloney 
Front: LeoMcDonagh, Johnny Fearon. Mattie Clarke. Paddy Mullen. Paddy Gavin. 


1952-53 


Joe Ralph and Walter Durkan didn’t sign until late September, and apart from Tommy Traynor, all 
the rest of the Cup team were on board. An ex-Sham rock Rovers trio also joined, goalkeeper Baker, 
wing-half Bobby Kane and forward Christy Conroy who scored in the opening game 1-1 draw with St. 
Pats for the Presidents Cup. A month later, a hat trick from Shay Gibbons helped Pats to an easy 5-0 
victory in the replay. 

The real season started with a 2-1 City Cup victory over Shels and in the next round a normal time 
2-2 draw with Shamrock Rovers was followed by three late extra time 
goals from the Hoops, to put a very flattering look on the final score- 
board. There were a couple of early reverses in the Shield; a two goal 
lead was surrendered to a last minute Sligo winner and Transport 
prevailed the following week by 4-1, the Dundalk goal coming from 
Tommy McCabe, back after a year’s absence. 

Peter McParland’s two goals in the Sligo loss were sufficient for the 
Aston Villa watchers and within days he was at Villa Park. Peter had 
come through the Dundalk ranks, from minor to “C” team to Reserve 
team and finally first team duty, with a group which included Tommy 
Traynor, Walter Durkan and Joe Martin. Walter did not sign until 
September, by which time new keeper Baker had established himself 
and a new reserve keeper, the 19-year-old Eamon “Sheila” Darcy, was 
playing brilliantly. Walter had to be content with the centre-forward 
spot with the reserves, where he knocked in the odd goal. At 
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Christmas, Glenavon sent out a distress call after ex-Dundalk keeper, George Brennan, broke a leg and 
Walter went North as his replacement, where further honours lay ahead, including Irish League repre¬ 
sentation to add to his League of Ireland cap. 

Another member of the group, Joe Martin, was banging in the goals on his way to a personal season 
best—before the League started he already had his name on 13. 

After the early Shield losses, the rot was stopped and a couple of good wins (including a 3-0 win 
over Shield winners Waterford) gave a respectable fifth place finish. The return of Tommy McCabe and 
Paddy Kelly, and the promotion of Harry McQuillan to the first team, had contributed to the 
improved performances. Tommy (3) and Joe Martin (2) shared the goals in a 5-1 Leinster Cup win over 
Jacobs, but an off-form day resulted in a 4-0 loss to Bohs in the following round. 

The late Shield form continued into the League and only one loss in the first nine games saw 
Dundalk, for the first time in years, with real title hopes, only one point off the pace. Tommy McCabe 
was buzzing and scoring regularly, getting a hat trick against Transport and the first two in an excellent 
5-2 win in Waterford. However, back-to-back losses immediately before the Cup were critical. The 4-0 
loss to Sligo was particularly disappointing, this being only the second defeat at Oriel all season (also 
against Sligo in the Shield). 

Cup opponents, Waterford, were having a Jekyll and Hyde year—after taking the Shield title they 
were floundering in the League and eventually finished in second last spot. Dundalk had two wins 
against them, in both Shield and League. With memories of the previous years classic still fresh, the 
Oriel Park clash fully lived up to its billing, attracting a season best gate of £232, which included a 
batch of scouts from Arsenal, Everton, Manchester United and Glasgow Celtic. 

A Joe Martin goal inside a minute set the scene and Waterford responded when Jack Fitzgerald 
pounced on a mistake by newly-promoted Eamon Darcy. Leo McDonagh quickly restored the home 
lead and in the second half Johnny Fearon stretched it further—this seemed to galvanise the visitors. 
Amidst considerable controversy at some of the refereeing decisions, Waterford recovered and Jack 
Fitzgerald s equaliser sent the tie to the following Thursday at Kilcohan Park to start all over again. 

Again Dundalk took early control and scores from Martin and McDonagh seemed sufficient until a 
reply from Tom Fitzgerald and a late Georgie Hale special meant a second replay. Waterford won the 
toss for venue and it was back to Kilcohan the following week. Another classic had the packed audience 
(a staggering £900 gate) giving the two teams a standing ovation at half time and on the visiting 
side, none deserved it more than Eamon Darcy and Harry McQuillan, for their heroics in keeping the 
home forwards at bay. Harry was at centre-half in place of Mattie Clarke who failed a late fitness test 
and had shackled Jack Fitzgerald very effectively. But Waterford would not be denied and Paddy 
Mullens goal was not enough against two for the homesters by Jimmy McQuade and Christy Bergin. 
As a reward for their endeavours, Waterford drew a plum home game in the next round against the 
Raich Carter-led Cork Athletic, who went the whole way this time, defeating Cork rivals Evergreen 
United in a re-played final. 

Dundalk’s excellent home form continued until the end of the season but away from home it was a 
different matter and four successive losses on the road meant a gradual slipping down the table, 
finishing in sixth spot. While the poor away results were critical, there was little complaint about the 
home performance and only League winners. Shamrock Rovers and third place Shelbourne (both 17 
points) bettered Dundalk’s home harvest of 16 points. 

Nor could fault be found with the goal-scoring—on five occasions the team scored five goals and 
another nine seasons would go by before the year’s haul of 85 goals would be exceeded. Joe Martin’s 26 
was his best-ever in a season and he made his way into the Dundalk history book when he scored all 
four goals in the March 29th 1953 League encounter against Waterford, emulating the feat of past 
greats, Eddie Carroll (1933), Artie Kelly and Johnny Lavery (both 1941). 



It was by no means a common occurrence for the clubs three leading scorers to bag more than 50 
goals between them and Joe (26), Tommy McCabe (15) and Leo McDonagh (12) had cleared that 
hurdle. Tommy McCabe had a great season. He had just returned in September when he was included 
in a panel, with Paddy Gavin, for viewing by the International selectors and after a brilliant perfor¬ 
mance in a 4-0 win over Bohs at Dalymount in March, he was selected on the League of Ireland team. 
Unfortunately, a fractured ankle, suffered in training, forced him to withdraw. He later moved North to 
Distillery and then to Glentoran where he made up for his LOI disappointment with a number of 
appearances for the Irish League team—and later still would add International caps to his collection in 
his adopted home of New Zealand. For those who saw him in action this season, he remains one of the 
greatest wingers ever to emerge from the town. 

Whatever arguments there may be about individual “greats” and “bests”, it is difficult to mount a 
case against the nomination of Martin-McCabe-McDonagh as one of the best combinations to have 
worn the black-and-white jersey. Prompting them was Paddy Mullen, referred to by the Democrat as 

the “unofficial playing coach_he nurses his younger fellow forwards_it was an education to see his 

little tricks.” 

There was no reason at the end of this season to be anything but positive and optimistic about the 
future. Of course there were difficulties finding the money to run the club, but sure wasn’t it always like 
that and a transfer or two will see us right, as it has in the past and look at the talent we have. 

The one blot on the horizon was caused by the announcement, immediately after the Cup loss, that 
Bob Prole was leaving the club to become a director of Drumcondra, where his son Royden would join 
him. 

• Match Record: League, March 29th 1953 v. Waterford (H) 4-0, joe Martin scored all four. 

• Rep Appearances with the LOI team: 

March 17th v. English Lge. (lost 2-0) Paddy Gavin 

April 22nd v. Irish League (lost 3-0) Gavin and Leo McDonagh. 

• George Whitmarsh was elected Chairman at the inaugural meeting of the Dundalk AFC 
Supporters’ Club in July 1952. 

• Oliver Plunkett took on the task of “looking after” the Dublin-based players. 

• Former Bank Rovers player, Harry Quigley from Mulholland Avenue and now working in 
New York in the photography business, was earning $25 per game playing with the New 
York Americans and in one game had scored 4 times in a 6-3 victory over their Brooklyn 
Hispano rivals. 

• Frank “Skipper” McArdle, brother of 1940’s star Jimmy, replaced the injured Leo 
McDonagh for the LSC semi-final against Bohs. 

• For the home League game against Evergreen Utd. two members of the “C” team were 
given debuts in a 3-2 win—Kevin Mullen in goals and Harry Collins. 

• When the season closed, Paddy Gavin was transferred to Doncaster Rovers, under the 
management of Peter Doherty, where he spent seven seasons (145 League starts and 6 
goals). In 1957 he played for the Ireland “B” team against Romania at Dalymount Park. 

• The playing year finished with a “busman’s holiday” to Buncrana to play the local team 
during An Tostal celebrations. 

• At the 1953 AGM of the League of Ireland, an unprecedented four Dundalk men were 
appointed to the League’s management committee, Paddy Casey, Bob Prole, Jimmy Devlin 
and Joe McGrath, although it was acknowledged that Joe, who was from Lurgan, had 





earned his Dundalk “citizenship” by virtue of residence and his many years working for 
Dundalk AFC. 

• Peter McParland had been with Dundalk from his Minor days (being just over 16 years old 
when he scored his first senior goal) and had taken advantage of his limited first team starts, 
scoring in each of his three playing seasons, two in 50-51, three in 51-52 and two in the 
first few weeks of the 1952-53 year. Within two years he had received the first of his 34 
International caps, and by the time he got his last cap in 1962 had brought his International 
goal tally to ten. Ten of his twelve English seasons were with Aston Villa, with whom he 
played a much-publicised role in the 1957 FA Cup final at Wembley, scoring both Villa 
goals in their 2-1 defeat of Manchester United. A member of the 1959-60 Div. 2 title¬ 
winning side, he also played in the first League Cup final in 1961, contributing two goals to 
Villas 3-2 aggregate win over Rotherham in the two-leg final. His English League record of 
appearances and goals was: 

Aston Villa 52-53 to 61 -62 (Dec 61) 293 and 97 goals 

Wolves 61-62 to 62-63 (Dec 62) 21 and 10 goals 

Plymouth A 62-63 to 63-64 38 and 14 goals 

League career 352 and 121 goals 

In 1968 he added a North American League Championship medal to his collection, lining out with 
the Atlanta Chiefs. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

AO 

Martin, Joe 

26 

11 

2 

8 

2 

3 

McCabe. Tommy 

15 

10 


3 


2 

McDonagh, Leo 

12 

9 

2 

1 



Mullen. Paddy 

6 

2 

1 

3 



Fearon, Johnny 

5 

4 

1 




Conroy, Christy 

5 



4 


1 

Kelly. Paddy 

3 

3 





McParland. Peter 

3 



2 

; 1 


McQuillan. Harry 

2 

2 





Clarke, Mattie 

2 

1 


1 



Kane. Bobby 

2 

1 


1 



Maloney. Fergus 

2 



1 

1 


McCourt. Jackie 

1 

1 





o.g. 

1 

1 





Total 

85 

45 

6 

24 

4 

6 
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0 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

League Home 

11 

6 

4 

1 

25 

15 


League Away 

11 

2 

2 

7 

20 

30 


League 

22 

8 

; 6 

8 

45 

; 45 

6th 

FAI Cup 

3 

0 

2 

1 

6 

7 

IR 

Shield 

11 

5 

2 

: 4 

24 

20 

5th 

City Cup 

2 

1 

0 

1 

4 

6 

2R 

Leinster Cup 

2 

1 

0 

1 

5 

5 

SF 

Pres Cup 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

6 

RU 

Total 

42 

15 

11 

16 

85 

89 



Money Matters . . . The Transfer Trail . . . and Bob Prole 

At the 1953 ACM, held at Bills BufFie in Park Street, the members heard that the club had made a 
profit of £1,317 for the season, thanks, yet again, to the largesse from transfers. It was a worry that gate 
receipts of £2400 were still far adrift of wages (£2900), which had been kept low by virtue of the 
number of young locals in the squad. The surplus benefited to the tune of £4,607 from the years 
transfers. 

The clubs dependency on transfer income for its very survival was all too clear from even a cursory 
examination of the annual accounts. 












Season 

Profit (Loss) 

Transfer Fees 

46-47 

(92) 

1250 

47-48 

2125 

6350 

48-49 

(2324) 

2400 

49-50 

3062 

7824 

50-51 

(2895) 

0 

51-52 

(11) 

945 

52-53 

1317 

4607 

TOTAL 

1182 

23376 


Players 
P Corr 

J O’Brien, J McEvoy, T Clinton, J Hartnett 
B Menzies, E Hamilton 
J Higgins, E O’Hara 

T Murray 

TTraynor, PMcParland, P Gavin 


In summary, during these 7 years the club had received £23,376 in transfer income but had shown 
a total profit of only £1,182; in effect these fees had bankrolled the club. The income had also 
benefited in this period from two successes in the supposedly lucrative FAI Cup. Furthermore, apart 
from the investment in the 1949 Scottish Cup-winning team, the club was by no means profligate in 
its wages spending, as the players from that era have testified. 

To put the transfer income into context, the present day purchasing value of £23,000 is approx. 
€750,000, or more than €100,000 per annum. 

In what circumstances did such an income stream arise? Could it continue? And, most importantly, 
what would the effect be of the loss of the man who had played a key role in all of these transfers, Bob 
Prole? 

As player and administrator. Bob (aka Sam) Prole was part of the 
furniture of Dundalk AFC for more than 30 years. Nominally the club’s 
secretary, he filled all the roles required to “keep the show on the road”. 

Get a job for a player; organise a load of sleepers to fix the terracing; go to 
Dublin for a meeting; arrange transport for next week’s fixture in 
Limerick; represent the FAI in Liverpool (and when you’re there find a 
player or two or maybe interview a potential player-coach). If he couldn’t 
do it himself he always knew someone who could. He was, in many 
senses, Dundalk AFC. Elected Chairman of the League of Ireland twice 
(in 1936 and again in 1946) and for many years an International selector, 
he had built a wide “football” network of contacts and had played a key 
role in finding and recruiting the club’s four cross Channel coaches. 

He was once accused (but not by any one from Dundalk) of favouring his own club’s players in his 
role as selector. If he did, it was in a good cause—showcasing the talent he had nursed and was lining 
up for transfer. Shrewd negotiator that he was, he knew that a representative appearance always looked 
well on a players C.V. and would mean an extra few pounds when the hard bargaining started. 

The post-War appetite of English supporters was the major factor in fuelling the transfer market. 
English league attendances had grown from 35 million in the first 1946-47 season to over 41 million 
by 48-49. Even in the bottom division the season average was 10,000 per match. Fixed wages and all 
time high gate receipts created the cash resources—and the League of Ireland was available to help fill a 
shortage of players. From the late 1940’s, every League of Ireland ground seemed to have scouts and 
watchers for English clubs. Donal Flanagan was the first Dundalk player to cross the Channel when he 
signed for Notts County in December 1946 as an amateur, scoring twice in two appearances, although 
it was Shelbourne who benefited when he returned home and promptly went to Manchester City two 
months later. Dundalk (and Bob Prole) were not happy, claiming to have been hoodwinked. Within 
another couple of months Peter Corr had moved and the Dundalk gravy train was on its way. 
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By 1953, a dozen players had been transferred, over £23,000 had been banked and the clubs major 
player in the transfer process had left the club. The Democrat was in no doubt as to Proles value and 
the magnitude of the gap left by his departure: 

“ His role with Dundalk will not easily be filled. Not alone in his secretarial capacity, but to a great 
degree in the managerial and organisational aspect of his work, his services to the club are invaluable. 
To state just how much the club owes to Bob Prole would be difficult; but it might not be too much to 
say that but for him, the club would not now be in existence. In the difficult years that have passed, 
when mounting costs made the running of a professional team yearly more difficult, he showed extraor¬ 
dinary talent in the transfer of players whose fees provided the lifeblood of the club; in fact his talent 
went back earlier than the transfer dates, for in many cases the players had been discovered by him. 

In many respects. Soccer football owes him a debt which cannot easily be discharged.” 

Born in Dublin in 1897, he fought in the First World War and was awarded the George Medal 
having participated in the ‘Battle of the Somme’. Joining the GNR Works in Dundalk after the War, he 
had started in the first post-war season of 1919-20 with the reformed GNR AFC, playing on the left 
wing, sometimes lining out at centre-forward and was a member of the team which qualified for the 
final of the Leinster Junior Cup, losing to Avonmore in a three match final. He was selected for the 
Dundalk and District League to play against the Newry League in 1920 and again in 1921. For the 
GNR clubs first Leinster Senior League season in 1922-23, Bob doubled up on his duties, acting as 
secretary as well as playing. A broken leg, suffered accidentally in a Leinster Cup game against 
Bohemians at the Marist Grounds, ended his playing career. 

In 1928 he replaced Stephen McArdle as club secretary, a role he filled continuously for a quarter of 
a century, overseeing the developments that saw the club progress from little more than a junior outfit 
to one of the leading members of the League of Ireland. The achievements of the club in this period 
were considerable—first Provincial League champions, five FAI Cup finals, a new grounds, half a dozen 
International players, and, most importantly, survival. Only Shamrock Rovers, Bohemians and 
Shelbourne remained from Dundalk’s first season—and Shels had broken service. 

Of course, these were not single-handed achievements, as witness the Committee he was leaving, 
which included some who had soldiered as long as he had, and a couple, like himself who had served at 
the highest level within the FAI. Their service record alone spoke volumes of the experience, dedication 
and wisdom which the club had long enjoyed from its Committee members: Peadar Halpin (first 
appointed to the committee in 1926); Joe McGrath (1932); Jimmy Devlin (1933); George Ware 
(1938); Benny Kennedy (1939); Fergus Sharkey (1939); Jack Flanagan (1943); Dr.N.McGahon 
(1947). Between them they represented a staggering 150 man-years of club service. 

This group had wisely invested the proceeds of the early transfer income, renovating Oriel Park, 
winning the 1949 Cup, instituting a youth and junior development policy, fielding five teams, and 
creating the environment which threw out a crop of players whose transfers provided the lifeblood for 
survival. To paraphrase the Democrat—Dundalk AFC owed them all a debt, which could not easily be 
discharged. 

There would be one major change. Future committees would not have the benefit of the visions 
and initiatives of Bob Prole. From now onwards these would find expression in Tolka Park. 

For thirty years. Bob Prole had combined his role in the development of Dundalk FC with an 
equally key role in another local institution, the GNR Works. Jack McQuillan in his publication on the 
Great Northern Railway Works (“The Railway Town”) paid full tribute to the uniqueness of Bob Prole’s 
role with both institutions. 

“When Dundalk AFC on the Sunday afternoon of April 27th, 1942, won the FAI Cup for the first 
time in the club’s history, it was a victory that transcended all the contradictions of life in the town 
during the years of the Emergency. When team captain and local hero, Joey Donnelly, before thirty 
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thousand cheering fans in Dalymount Park was presented with the trophy that had eluded the club for 
almost fifteen years, it was a triumph that forged another link in the chain that bound the town and the 
GNR Works. Back in 1919, the Works had formed the roots of this great club through the great Bob 
(Sam) Prole who was its inspiration and guide. It was this Dublin born man of extraordinary versatility 
and vitality who on Dundalk’s entry to the Irish Free State League had reinforced these links that 
bound both inextricably together like hoops of steel. As the club’s honorary secretary, he bore an unpre¬ 
tentious title completely inconsistent with the authority he wielded in local soccer. 

His equally innocuous title of Works Manager’s chief clerk in the Locomotive Works concealed an 
authority and influence second to none. Responsible for all human resources, he cautioned, he 
counselled, he hired but never fired. For all practical purposes, he was the repository of all effective 
power. There was hardly a facet of the Works daily operation in which he was not involved, at one time 
meeting union delegations then buying timber and again analysing cost structures and settling disputes. 
He was the “force tranquille”, the man of the discreet voice turning confrontation into conversation. 

In both capacities he brought that magical mix of mystical attributes, which we commonly refer to 
as charisma. Such was his contribution to the local soccer scene as well as to football nationally as 
President of the FAI, which earned him his renown abroad, that the media conferred variously on him 
the pseudonyms of‘Mr. Soccer’ and ‘ Mr. Football’. 

In Dundalk, his name became a household word identified with both Dundalk AFC and the 
Locomotive Works. ‘See Sam’ was the conventional advice to job applicants to the Works and aspiring 
young footballers many of who were sometimes already employed there. The old cliche of‘it’s not what 
you know but who you know’ was very applicable to the Locomotive Works especially during the 
Emergency years when by 1942 the number of men employed had soared to almost one thousand and 
still increasing. It was he who initiated the scheme the same year of employing seventy-five men on a 
two-day a week basis to relieve unemployment in the town. 

The name of Samuel Robert Prole will always hold an honoured place in the Pantheon of Dundalk 
and the GNR Locomotive Works. With a deep commitment to the youth of the town he helped many 
young people to get ‘a start’ in life, be it on the football field or in the Works. A committed Christian 
and a member of the Church of Ireland he did much to develop a spirit of Ecumenism within the 
community and was a firm believer in fostering personal contacts between both sides of the divide. His 
epitaph is already written in the annals of Dundalk and the local GNR Works.” 


1953-54 


The man from the Democrat waited until December, after a I-O loss to Shelbourne before he 
sounded off He wasn’t entirely negative and offered some constructive suggestions. 

“...As to last week’s performance, 1 have nothing to say and the least said the better- in fact there 
was nothing to say. Not even the most enthusiastic supporter can ignore the fact that the team at the 
moment is wallowing in the depths of depression and that this is a gentlemanly, if rather hackneyed 
way of putting it. No amount of wishful thinking, or no amount of assessment of paper values, can 
obscure the fact that our team is playing poor stuff. The worst of it is, that every possible- or at least 
reasonable—solution has been tried and none has succeeded- different wing halfs, forward lines, etc. 

A shrewd observer makes a suggestion about our team, based on some of the many ideas mooted in 
England after their heavy defeat by Hungary—an attacking system in which two inside forwards lie up 
as marksmen, and the centre forward lies back as a fetcher-and-carrier. There’s nothing new in this, 
which has obvious variations, but my friend thinks that Paddy Kelly, when fit again, would be the very 
man for this role.” 
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The “shrewd observer’s advices were offered without the hint of a smile! 

What caused this outburst? Apart from watching “poor stuff” there was the added frustration that, 
by December, eleven games had been lost, ten of which were by a single goal and the remaining one 
lost on a corner count. 

December did not bring the end of the agony and the story of the complete season makes sad 
reading. Exit from the City Cup on a corner count...first round departure from the Leinster Cup.... 
tied for third last position in the Shield.... a home defeat in the FAI Cup at the first hurdle.... last in 
the League...a win against the amateurs from Bohemian in October was the only win all season away 
from home....but that’s enough. 

Eamon Darcy took the goalkeeping duties to November until the arrival of George Brennan, back 
after his Glenavon sojourn and recovered from a serious injury that resulted in his replacement at 
Glenavon by Walter Durkan. After a couple of outings at outside right, Harry McQuillan joined Willy 
O’Hanlon in the Rill back line. There were the usual early season experiments with Dublin juniors— 
Doherty (Brooks Thomas), O’Connell (Talbot Utd) and John Sinclair- but in September, the lineout 
had ten from the previous year plus Mick Finglas and the Democrat noted, “...old friends are best.” 

For the Shamrock Rovers Shield tie on October 18th two new starters gave good displays although 
up against top class opponents; Harry Collins taking on Paddy Coad and Tommy Coleman being 
marked by Paddy Daly. For a while the regular halfback line was Bobby Kane, Mattie Clarke and Harry 
Collins. The forward line consisted of combinations involving Coleman, McDonagh, Fearon, Martin, 
Ralph, Maloney and Finglas (who started the year at leR-full and, aRer making way for Harry 
McQuillan, moved to the leR wing). 

There was one happy occasion at Oriel Park this winter, even if it did not celebrate a home win. On 
Sunday November 1st 1953, Limerick came to town for the last Shield game, knowing that two points 
would bring them their first trophy success since joining the League of Ireland, back in 1937. 
Shamrock Rovers had completed their programme the previous day to finish with 16 points while 
Limerick, with only one Shield loss, came to Dundalk with 15 points. 

To the horror of the large Limerick contingent, and the surprise of the local following, the 
homesters held a 1-0 lead at the half time break, when Tommy Coleman’s persistence set up Mick 
Finglas. Soon after the restart Ralph got Dundalk’s second, but Limerick were not finished. Under a 
headline “A home defeat that didn’t annoy” the following Saturday’s Democrat described it all. 

“ And so Limerick fans will remember the 20th to the 23rd minute of the second half at Oriel Park 
on Nov. 1st 1953 till their dying days. For in that time they rose from the depths of gloom to the 
heights of elation as their first title, which they had come a couple of hundred miles to win, having 
faded from their vision, came back with a bang to hit them in the eyeballs. No wonder they let a howl 
that rent the heavens, and no wonder they chaired their players off the field at the game’s end.” 

In those four crucial moments Limerick had scored 3 times—a Sean Cusack penalty, a Georgie 
Lynam score off Mattie Clarke’s foot, and then Lynam did all the work to set up Paddy Cronin for the 
golden winner. In spite of defeat, the local followers joined the celebrations at the end, recognising that 
the Limerick team contained some of the finest players of the period in Sean Cusack, Georgie Lynam, 
Willie Aherne and the O’Gradys. In any event, the thoughts of depriving fellow provincials of their first 
trophy after 17 years endeavour, and handing it to Shamrock Rovers, of all people, would have been 
simply too much to bear. The teams were: Dundalk: Darcy, O’Hanlon, McQuillan, Kane, Clarke, 
Collins, McDonagh, Ralph, Coleman, Martin, Finglas. Limerick: O’Dwyer, O’Grady (W), Neilan (J), 
Neilan (B), O, Grady (G), Aherne, Lynam, Cusack, Hayes, Bradley, Cronin. 

In November Jackie McCourt (left half) and Paddy Kelly (right wing) took their turn for the 
opening League game against Sligo and Jackie’s goal helped in a rare win, but it was the end of 
December before another win was recorded, against Bohemians. Six successive losses in the New Year 
(conceding 20 goals into the bargain) was the prelude to another first round Cup exit. 
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Paddy Kellys late equaliser brought Transport to Oriel for a mid-week replay, where a dreadful team 
performance was compounded by George Brennans goal keeping errors and the 2-0 deficit just added 
to the misery and aggravated the worsening financial position. This defeat also ended Oriel Park’s 
proud record going back to its opening in 1936—this was the first FAl Cup loss hosted there. 

Commenting on the frequent team changes the Democrat claimed that: “If the team selections 
were put down match-by-match on paper, it would look like a well-variegated patchwork quilt. I doubt 
if an unchanged team has been put out for two successive matches.” For the last game of the season, 
against Limerick, another newcomer arrived and scored—he was identified in press reports as a trialist 
from Navan called “Murphy”. 

By now, the few supporters who were left, and no doubt the players also, probably couldn’t wait to 
see the back of a dreadful season. 

• Just twelve months after Bob Prole had moved to Richmond Road, the Dundalk v. 
Drumcondra fixture on April 7th at Tolka Park was the first League of Ireland game to be 
played under floodlights—the home side winning 4-0. 

• At the beginning of the season, Paddy Sharkey (“the best groundsman in Ireland” according 
to Bob Prole) was, with the club’s consent, advising Bob on the resurfacing of Tolka Park. 
Bob got a quick dividend on his Drumcondra investment when they defeated St Pats in the 
FAl Cup final. 

• Joe Ralph was honoured with captaincy of the League of Ireland selection for the September 
1953 game against the Welsh League, in which Fergus Maloney got his second Inter League 
cap. Joe earned three Inter League caps in the season. 

• Harry McQuillan was 12th man for the annual LOl game versus the Irish League. 

• After the Cup loss, two members of the reserve team were promoted to the first team, Ta’ 
McCabe and fullback Smith. 

• Paddy Savage fielded on the right wing in the Leinster Cup game against St. Pats in 
October. 

• Manchester United boss Matt Busby was a spectator at the December 6th league game to 
watch Jack Fitzgerald, the Waterford centre- forward and the terror of LOI defences 
throughout the 1950s and beyond. Terms were settled in the Imperial Hotel afterwards for 
a fee of £8,000, but Waterford would not agree to the trial period sought by Manchester 
United. Jack stayed at home, continued to terrorise Irish defences, and ended his career 
with 122 League goals. 

• Johnny Fearon’s benefit, in May 1954, had a star-studded line-up to play against a Drums- 
Shamrock Rovers combination:—Freddie Kiernan (Southampton), John Aston (Man. Utd. 
and England) Tommy Traynor (Southampton), Paddy Gavin (Doncaster), Mattie Clarke, 
Eddie Crossan (Blackburn), Terry Murray (Bournemouth), Jim Higgins (Hereford), Jack 
Rowley (Man Utd. and England), Eddie O’Hara (Hereford) and Jimmy Hartnett 
(Middlesboro). English Internationals, Aston and Rowley, were the star attractions and 
Rowley satisfied the big crowd by “bursting the net”. He was a prolific scorer with over 200 
English League goals in a War-interrupted career, which lasted fourteen seasons. 

• The season’s loss was £700, after adding back £350 provision for taxation not required. 
Transfer fees were £950 and, thanks to increased admission charges, gates went up by £170 
to £2541. 
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• Before the following season opened, Mattie Clarke was released and Eamon Darcy was 
transferred to Oldham Athletic. 

• Honours with LOl: 

Sept. 53 Dublin v. Welsh Lge. (won 3-0) Ralph (capt.) Maloney. 

Feb. 54 Manchester v. English Lge. (lost 9-1) Ralph. 

Mar. 54 Dublin v. Scottish Lge. (lost 3-1) Ralph. 



1953-54 J FEARON BENEFIT 

Back;]\r[\ Higgins, Jack Rowley, Fred Kiernan, Tommy Traynor, jimmy Hartnett, Eddie O’Hara, Johnny Fearon. 
Front; ]o\\nny Aston, Eddie Crossan, Mattie Clarke, Terry Murray, Mick Meagan. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI SHL 

cc 



Martin, JoelS 

11 


6 

2 




Fearon. Johnny 

i 8 

6 


2 


McDonagh, Leo 

7 

3 


2 

2 

Maloney, Fergus 

6 

4 


; 2: 


Ralph, Joe 

6 

2 


4 


Clarke, Mattie 

2 

: 1 


1 


Finglas, Mick 

2 



1; 

1 

Kelly, Paddy 

2 

1 

: 1 



Buggy, Tommy 

; 1 

1 




McCabe, Pa 

1 

1 




McCourt, Jackie 

1 

1 




Murphy 

; 1 

1 




Coleman, Tommy 

: 1 

1 ; 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

11 

: 4 

: 3 

4 

20 

19 


League Away 

11 

; 0 

; 1 

10 

12 

: 35 


League Total 

22 

; 4 

; 4 

14 

32 

i 54 

12th 

FAI Cup 

2 

; 0 

; 1 

1 

1 

; 3 

IstR 

Shield 

11 

i 3 

; 2 

: 6 

19 

: 21 

8th 

City Cup--K0 

2 

; 1 

; 0 

i 1 

5 

4 

2ndR 

Leinster Cup 

1 

: 0 

0 

: 1 

0 

; 1 

: IStR 

Total 

38 

8 

7 

23 

57 

83 



187 































- 1954-55 - 

By November 7th the clubs interest in the City Cup and Leinster Cups had ended, the Shield 
programme was completed, a total of 14 games, and the results sequence read: L...L...D...L...L... 
D...W...L...D...L...L...L... L...L... The only win came in the Leinster Cup against Jacobs, but 
another non-League team, Longford Town, put a stop to that little gallop. The first loss came at Oriel 
Park against Bohs in the City Cup and the remaining matches, in the Shield, left a final table 
showing—played 11; won 0; drew 3; lost 8— and a last place position for the first (and only) time in 
more than 40 Shield campaigns. 

Nor did it take all of these games to dispel any hopes of an improvement. After the first day City 
Cup loss, it was the turn of Sligo Rovers to visit Oriel Park for the first Shield encounter and a first half, 
which finished 1-1, gave no clues to the disaster that lay ahead. The second period delivered a goal 
avalanche (well eight to be exact) and Sligo helped themselves to seven of them, heading home with an 
8-2 win under their belt. Long time Sligo stalwart, Johnny Armstrong, had a field day, pocketing two 
goals at the feast. 

Ralph, Martin, McDonagh and McCourt remained from the ‘52 Cup team. GAA star, Sean 
Cunningham, started the year at right half, before moving forward to make room for Bobby Kane. In 
his short stay, Sean scored four goals from twelve starts. The regular halfback line was Kane, Joe 
Boucher (ex Sligo) and Jackie McCourt. Jim Higgins returned and in October the 17-year-old Johnny 
Geoghegan took over the inside-right slot with Leo McDonagh as his wing partner. On the left side. 
Tommy Kerr started the season at inside left before taking over the wing position from Pa McCabe. 
Harry McQuillan and Joe Ralph played just about everywhere—Joe wore at least 7 different jerseys this 
year. 

Surprise, surprise the League opened with two wins against Sligo (4-3) and Limerick (3-1) but it 
was a short respite, and the following nine games went by without a win. The answer to the age-old 
question “can it get any worse?” was answered emphatically on January 16th at St Patrick Athletics’ new 
pitch in Chapelizod, when the busiest man on the field was George Brennan—picking the ball out of 
his net during a 10-3 hammering. The 17-year-old Ken Finn was given the unenviable task of marking 
hotshot Shay Gibbons, whose two goals contributed to his season haul of 28 League strikes. Joe Martin 
scored twice for Dundalk -and missed a penalty in the last five minutes. 

Barely a hundred spectators were in Chapelizod, while on the same afternoon 22,400 turned out at 
Dalymount to see League leaders, the unbeaten Shels, fall to their nearest rivals, Waterford, by 6-1. 
Such was the interest in this game that Shels agreed to switch the match from Tolka Park and were 
rewarded with record receipts of £1,800. By season’s end, Pats had left both clubs a long way in their 
wake to land their second League flag. 

In the post-Christmas period new boy Ken Finn was getting a real baptism of fire, but he perse¬ 
vered to make the left full spot his own. By now three keepers had been employed— George Brennan, 
Balfe and Kevin Mullen— and come season end another one, Ted McNeill, would have his turn. 

To describe the omens before the Cup as “not being good” would be a gross understatement. In the 
two previous matches, there had been two heavy losses, 6-0 to Cup opponents Drums and 7-3 to 
Shamrock Rovers. Leo O’Reilly, who in time would help bring a League title to Oriel, made his debut 
that day and celebrated with four goals. 

In spite of the poor form, porous defence and the concession of six goals a couple of weeks earlier, 
Dundalk put up a battling display and shared goals by Eddie O’Hara and Johnny Geoghegan brought 
the tie to Oriel Park during the week. Eddie again found the net in a 2-0 Drums replay victory and he 
picked up a runner-up medal in the final where a Liam Tuohy goal decided the tie in Rovers favour. 

John Sinclair and Tommy Cahill got runs but nothing seemed to have any effect and with just two 
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games remaining, one of them a trip to Cork, everyone was resigned to remaining firmly anchored and 
stranded at the bottom of the table. Although not in contention. Athletic were undefeated at home in 
the League and had already a 6-2 Mardyke victory over Dundalk in the Shield. 

Given Dundalks season record, it was with disbelief that locals heard the score line on the Radio 

Eireann Soccer Round-up on Saturday April 17th.Dundalk..6.Cork Athletic...2. After all, in 

the previous ten outings the forwards had managed a grand total of seven goals, and three of those had 
come in the 7-3 Rovers loss. The next days newspapers confirmed the result and the goal scorers—Joe 
Martin (2) and Leo McDonagh (4). Leo’s four matched the club best in a League game and he was the 
first to achieve the feat away from home. 

This unexpected win opened the door and a draw in the last match, against Waterford at Oriel 
Park, would be sufficient to secure tenth spot and relegate Transport, on goal average, to join Evergreen 
United in the re-election stakes. Waterford, who at one stage looked clear League champs and were Cup 
favourites, had lost everything, having already conceded the League title to St Pats. For them this 160- 
mile trip was to play in a meaningless fixture. 

In mid-week Dundalk travelled to Ballymena for a friendly and a goal by Brendan McGahon on his 
first senior outing gained him a place in the last match line-up, replacing Johnny Geoghegan on the 
team that defeated Cork Athletic. He earned his call-up in the first half when combining with Joe 
Martin to set up Joe Ralph for a 1-0 half-time lead. But two second half goals from Jimmy Gauld gave 
the visitors the points and raised Gauld’s League tally to 30 goals, the second highest effort in the 
League’s history, topped only by Jimmy Turnbull from Cork in 1935-36. 

The Cork heroics had been in vain; for the second successive year the table showed Dundalk in last 
place and, for the third year in the last four, a begging letter was on its way to League headquarters 
from the Carrick Road. 

Was it the worst season ever? Let the statistics speak for themselves: 

• Last place in Shield and League and failure to win a Shield game. 

• Conceded 112 goals, a club record by far. 

• A minimum of five goals were conceded on eight occasions. 

• First round exits from FAI and City Cups-and a Leinster Cup defeat by a non-League team. 

• A match record of ten goals conceded in the St Pats League game. 

• Apart from the LSC win over Jacobs, Oriel Park fans saw only two home wins, on 
November 21st against Limerick and on January 30th over Sligo. 

Snippets 

• Ken Finn and John Geoghegan were selected to play for the Irish Youths against Liverpool 
FA Youths at Goodison Park, where a team mate was Willie Coleman, signed early in the 
season by Drumcondra and who scored twice in a 3-2 loss. 

• In May 1955, Blackburn Rovers, studded with International players, defeated Dundalk 6-0. 
Star performance was by Tommy Briggs with four for the visitors. The previous February he 
had set a Div 2 record when scoring 7 goals against Bristol Rovers. One of the Blackburn 
directors was a Dr. Sellars, “son of Dr. Maurice Sellars, remembered with affection by older 
Dundalk residents”. 

• Joe Martin’s benefit in early June was a nostalgic day when a Dundalk Past played the 
present team. On the awarding of a penalty by referee Tom Crawley, the crowd began to 
chant “Give it to Joe” and up stepped Joe Donnelly to demonstrate that he was still, after all 
those years, master of the penalty kick. The past line up was; Eamon Darcy (Oldham Ath), 






Billy Flanagan (Newry Town), Tommy Traynor (Southampton), Paddy Gavin (Doncaster 
Rvrs), Harry McQuillan, Joe Donnelly, Terry Murray (Bournemouth), Paddy Curtis 
(Glentoran), Tommy Coleman (Drums), Peter McParland (Aston Villa), Tommy McCabe 
(Glenavon). 

• The club lost £500 on the years activity; transfer fees were £625; wages at £2083 were 
down £533 “thanks to a policy of economy”; gate receipts at £2637 were down by £180. 

• The results prompted the Democrat to offer the opinion that: “the disappearance of such 
clubs as Dundalk is a matter of time, becoming soon, perhaps, a matter of months”. The 
members decided to mount a public appeal for subscriptions to fund the cost of a player 
coach. 

• At the Leagues ACM, the Dublin clubs finally relented to the Provincial clubs demands for 
a more equitable share of League gates, agreeing to increase the visiting clubs share from 
20% to 30%. Dundalk for many years had championed a 60/40 split, but the City clubs 
always prevented the necessary two-thirds majority. 

• Match Record: 17 Apr 1955 v. Cork Athletic (A) 6-2 win—four goals scored by Leo 
McDonagh. Leo became the fifth player to score four in a League match. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI SHL 

AO 

Martin. Joe 

14 

12 

2 


Geoghegan. John 

9 

8 

1 


McDonagh, Leo 

7 

5 


2 

Kerr Tommy 

5 

3 

2 


Ralph. Joe 

5 

3 

2 


Higgins. Jim 

4 

2 

1 : 

1 

Sinclair. John 

4 

4 



Cunningham. Sean 

4 


4 


Cahill. Tommy 

3 

2 


1 

Walsh. Vin 

2 


2 


McCabe. Pa 

1 


1 


McCourt, Jackie 

1 


1 


Total 

59 

39 

1 15 

4 


Review 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

11 

2 

2 

7 

18 

28 


League Away 

11 

3 

1 

7 

21 

38 


League Total 

22 

5 

3 

14 

39 

66 

12th 

FAI Cup 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

IstR 

Shield 

11 

0 

3 

8 

15 

38 

12th 

City Cup-KO 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

IstR 

Leinster Cup 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

2 

SF 

Total 

38 

6 

7 

25 

59 

112 ' 



SCENE: The Committee room at Oriel Park 
OCCASION: Selection meeting to pick next weeks team. 

PRESENT: I'he whole club committee (all 10). 

TIME: Any time in the Mid-Fifties. 

The meeting opens with a report from the committeeman who travelled with the team on the 
previous weekend. “. . . bad luck . . saved on the line. . .hit the crossbar . . should have got a 
penalty . . two handballs . . blind linesman . . lost 3-1”. With only one keeper (the reserve is 
only 16 and a half years of age) the first place is quickly filled. The first, of many, arguments 
surrounds the right-full position- there’s only one candidate, but everyone wants joe Ralph to 
play elsewhere. The reserve full is pencilled in, a Dublin junior “who once played for a Leinster 
League selection”. Until he’s needed elsewhere, Harr)' McQuillan stays at left full. Kane, Clarke 
and McCourt should not take long, but someone insists, not for the first time, on switching 
Jackie into the centre half position but he’s in a minority of one and reluctantly gives up (but 
thinks to himself'‘Ell get my way eventually, Mattie won’t be here forever.”) 
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• baefe strap. 
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INVESTMENT 
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I per.scnaily attend principal Irish Race Meetings. 
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There’s no debate about the right wing. Leo McDonagh’s name was on the sheet before the 
meeting started and then the furore begins. Four forward positions, at least seven candidates, 
Joe Martin will be somewhere and Joe Ralph must be at centre forward. And what about the 
reserve forward we got from Grangegorman who scored four goals against Transport “B” and 
according to Gerry McCourt, Jim Higgins is fit again. Someone wants to know why we don’t 
play more locals and the answer he gets is unprintable. 

When the Grangegorman forward is selected for the inside left gap on the Chairman’s 
casting vote, those not in the know smell a ready-up, but those not involved in the “pre 
meeting” can’t say a word, since they’ve done the same thing themselves. Joe Ralph is a shoo-in 
at no. 9 (if we had five Joe Ralphs less time would be wasted). The last few positions are quickly 
filled in—it’s getting late and we won’t get into Benny Kennedy’s before closing time. 

It was rumoured that one selection had to be scrapped when it was discovered that the final 
team did not include Joe Ralph, although he was a candidate for every position, including 
goalkeeper. In the confusion of cross-voting (you vote for my man and I’ll vote for yours) Joe’s 
name had fallen through a crack in the floor. 


- 1955-56- 

Joe Ralph was in his second year as captain and the first match, as usual, was in the City Cup 
against Sligo Rovers. Goals from Jackie Lyons and John Sinclair ensured a 2-2 draw, but Sligo advanced 
on a corner count. For a number of weeks before the season got under way there had been rumours 
about a new player-coach and he arrived in time for the second game, the opening Shield tie at Oriel 
Park against Shelbourne, which was celebrated with a 3-1 victory. When the new man led the team to 
an unbeaten five game stretch, which included a 6-4 revenge on Sligo, hopes were beginning to rise that 
the bad years were over. Even the cynics were silenced, albeit temporarily. 

Walter Rickett came with all the necessary credentials. He was almost 30 years of age when the 
English Leagues restarted after the War and in the eight seasons to the end of 1953-54 he had clocked 
up over 250 League appearances with five clubs. A left-winger, he had his name on 43 league goals. 
Most impressively, during his three seasons at Blackpool he had played with the greats, Stanley 
Matthews and Stan Mortenson, and had been on the losing side at the 1948 Wembley Cup Final, when 
Manchester United, packed with stars including Johnny Carey, defeated Blackpool by 4-2. Along the 
way he had picked up an England “B” International cap. 

His last English League stint had been with Halifax Town in the 1953-54 year, and in the previous 
season had been player coach to Ballymena United. He came with a reputation as a man who put great 
faith in physical fitness. 

The 5-match unbeaten Shield start ended with four straight losses, but double hat-tricks from 
Rickett and Leo McDonagh in a 6-1 defeat of Evergreen United and an away win against Transport 
finished the Shield on a high note. A fifth place Shield placing was not earth-shattering but a start had 
to be made somewhere. 

Joe McNulty and Kevin Mullen shared the ‘keeping duties; Ken Finn went through a number of 
partners, of which Joe Ralph and Matt Kenneally (ex Shels) were the most frequent; Bobby Kane, 
Jackie McCourt and Matt Kenneally were the usual half line; Leo McDonagh and Rickett were on the 
wings (Walter moved inside to accommodate Tommy McCabe when he returned in October); Joe 
Martin, Jim Higgins and Francie Callan swapped the 8 and 9 jerseys; Brendan McGahon, Paddy 
Savage and Teddy Lambe got runs. 

To the end of the Shield campaign the goals were being shared around, with five each from Callan, 
McDonagh and Rickett and four from Higgins. Joe Martin, making fewer appearances tha)i usual, had 





only two goals and spent most of the early season in the reserves. The goal-scoring rate had improved 
significantly and the 25 Shield tally included 18 in five home games. 

Eight matches into the League, normal service had been restored—one win, one draw and 24 goals 
conceded was the old recipe for yet another pleading letter. At some stage this must have raised the 
question—How many applications for re-election before the League said “enough’? Or would 
bankruptcy come before being thrown out? 

Just when everything was at its worst, salvation came in the form of a revival, sparked by Joe 
Martin. Joe had appeared in only a third of the games played, when he came in for the injured Jim 
Higgins and scored twice in a fighting 2-2 draw at Cork against Evergreen. He continued a week later 
with a hat trick against Waterford in a 3-2 win and more goals and wins followed. Five successive wins 
fairly shot the team up the table and Joe Martin had struck 8 goals from 17 in the run. As an added 
bonus, because of a lob-sided fixture list. Oriel Park patrons had seen four of the wins. 

You could hardly ask for a better Cup preparation, which was against. Workmans Club, playing in 
their first FAl Cup. Nobody needed reminding about past Cup disasters against no-hopers, but even 
with the Leinster League club’s inspirational captain, Mattie Clarke, to lead them, it couldn’t happen 
again. Not against Workmans Club? 

Joe Ralph, Jackie McCourt and Tommy McCabe were absent through injuries and an uneven and 
nervous opening 45 minutes, which was scoreless, provided the under-dogs with all the encouragement 
they needed, and they quickly made a mockery of the so-called difference in class, scoring three times 
without any real resistance. Francie Callan got one back but a third successive first round exit was on 
the cards long before the end. 

A month later, Rickett left at his own request to take up a similar appointment in England with a 
non-League club. The Democrat, lamenting his departure, described him as having ’’the heart of a lion, 
who gave every ounce on the club’s behalf”. 

Inevitably, the team went downhill very fast and thoughts of a top four placing were quickly 
banished. Instead, three draws from the last eight games ensured another nervous last day wait. 
Thankfully, in the last games for each of the teams, Limerick took a 7-1 hammering from Shelbourne, 
while Dundalk were “escaping” out of Waterford with only a 5-1 defeat, leaving both teams tied. When 
the mathematics were completed, Limerick took second last place, on a tiny goal average difference, 
joining last place Transport in the re-election lottery. The two goals difference in the last match deficits 
had made all the difference. 

By this stage the fans had lost interest and the minutiae of goal averages was not a major talking 
point. The scarves and rattles had long been put away for another year. Workmans Club had seen to 
that. 

“A dog’s life” from the Democrat, following the Cup defeat. 

“It is Sunday morning, crisply cold, but under a clear sky the brilliant sun makes it a day for 
high hopes, and along the fifty' miles stretch of road from Dundalk to Dublin slip a long stream 
of cars, scampering along like happy puppies, their light-hearted occupants on the same happy 
quest—they are “up for the Cup”. There is only one thought in their heads, that their team will 
win, and only one question presents itself, how much will they win by. By car and bus they 
throng along the road, and others travel more sedately, but none the less happily on that same 
quest, by rail. It’ll be a great day for Dundalk, the forerunner of greater days as we go further in 
the Cup. 

It is Sunday evening, a few hours later, and a doleful procession wends its way out of the 
city in the opposite direction. No scampering of carefree puppies without a worry in their 
heads, no, the puppies have grown up, sad experience has sobered them, and now they know 






how much there is to those bright promises and high ambitions—its just a dogs life. And even 

the weather changes to suit the mood. Instead of the bright skies, they drive home through 

dismal gloom, shivering in the cold of—the finishing touch—a blizzard. 

Yes, it’s a dog’s life”. 

The Best Ever Dundalk XI? 

To mark the club’s 30th senior season. Jack O’Callaghan, who had been Chairman of the club in 
the 1920s and had served on the committee during the 1930s, presented a prize of £2 2s to be awarded 
to the supporter whose selection of the Best Ever Dundalk XI was closest to his own selection. Johnny 
McEvoy, 51, Dublin St., was awarded the prize, correctly naming seven of Jack O’Callaghan’s selection. 
Jack’s Best Ever selection was; Jack Hampton (31-32); Billy O’Neill; Fred Barrett (27-28); Sam Patton; 
Albert Harrison; Dicky Lunn; Paddy Barlow; Johnny Mathieson; Eddie Carroll; Joe Cassidy; Joey 
Quinn. The popular choice of the supporters differed from Jack’s team in five areas. They preferred 
Andy McCIuggage instead of Billy O’Neill; at right half their selection was Joey Donnelly; and their 
forward line read-jimmy Withers, Joe Cassidy, Eddie Carroll, Johnny l.avery and Jimmy Kelly. 

Snippets, 

• The Democrat applauded the decision at the beginning of the season to entrust team 
selection, for the first time, to the player coach “better than a dozen selectors”. 

• The Sligo Shield game in September was “a bizarre affair”. The visitors opened the scoring 
and Dundalk followed with three goals in six minutes, leading 3-1 at the break. Shortly into 
the second half it was 4-1 and coasting, until Joe Ralph had to leave the field with an injur)^ 
and Sligo repeated Dundalk’s salvo, scoring three times in 6 minutes. The home ream 
“recovered their composure” to shoot two late goals for a 6-4 win. 

• In the Kilcohan Park 4-2 Shield loss to Waterford, Joe McNulty saved a Denny Fitzgerald 
penalty, which the referee ordered to be retaken, after hearing the irrepressible Joe Ralph 
“murmuring suggestively—6 to 4 against” to the penalty taker. Joe had the last laugh when 
the rekick was missed. 

• Joe McNulty had an earlier spell with Dundalk, from where he went to Belfast Celtic and 
later Ards. He sampled English League football with two clubs, Burnley and Sheffield. 

• Tommy McCabe returned in October after a couple of years in the North with Distillery, 
Glentoran and Crusaders. His last club “appearance” was aborted before the kick-off. In the 
last home game of the season, against Evergreen, an ankle injury was aggravated in the pre¬ 
match kick about, and Tommy Cahill was his last minute replacement. Three League goals 
this season brought his final club tally to 28. 

• Joe Ralph had the full Shamrock Rover’s team down for his benefit, playing against a 
selection, which included Con Martin, Paddy Gavin and Jimmy Gauld, now with Charlton 
Athletic. 

• Thanks to a £1000 increase in gates, the loss for the year was contained to £306. 

• The Bank United Minor team qualified for the semi-final of the FAI Cup, losing out to 
Drumcondra at Tolka Park by 4-0. The midday kick-off accommodated a large following, 
who went to Milltown in the afternoon to see Rovers defeat Dundalk by 2-1, in Walter 
Rickett’s last game. The Bank team included Michael Cluskey, Dermot Brennan, Jim Daly, 
Jack Grey, Gerry Mullen, Brian Murphy, John Murphy, Mulligan, Gallagher. 
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• Some Dundalk lineouts. Early season: McNulty, Ralph, Smith (Ken), Kenneally, Ewart (ex 
Portadown), McCourt, McDonagh, Lyons (Jackie), Higgins, Callan, Rickett. December: 
Mullen, Savage, Finn, Kane, McCourt, Kenneally, McDonagh, Callan, Higgins, McCabe, 
Rickett. 

• Cup team: McNeill, Kenneally, Finn, Kane, Lambe, Savage, McDonagh, Martin, Callan, 
Kavanagh, Rickett. 

• Last game: Fitzgerald, Cochrane, Finn, Mullen, McCourt, Kenneally, McDonagh, Sinclair, 
Martin, McGahon, Cahill. 

• In his sixth season, Joe Martin brought his career goal tally to 105, becoming the third 

Dundalk player to top the 100-goal mark, after Eddie Carroll (1933-34) and Joe Donnelly 
(1938-39). _ 


Boats 

TOT 

L FAI 

AO 

Callan, Francie 

16 10 1 

5 

Martin. Joe 

10 

8 

2 

McDonagh. Leo 

10 

5 

5 

Rickett. Walter 

9 

4 

5 

Higgins. Jim 

6 

2 

4 

McCabe. Tommy 

3 

3: 


Kenneally. Matt 

2 

1 ^ 

^ 1 

Sinclair, John 

2 

1: 

1 

Ralph. Joe 

2 


2 

Cahill. Tommy 

1 

1 


Kavanagh. Jimmy 

1 

1 


Savage. Paddy 

1 

1; 


Lyons. Jackie 

1 


1 

McFarlane. W 

1 


1 

McGahon. Brendan 

1 


1 

Total 

66 37 1 

28 


Review 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

11 

5 

3 

3 

21 

18 


League Away 

11 

1 

2 

8 

16 

36 


League Total 

22 

6 

5 

11 

37 

54 

10th 

FAI Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

IstR 

Shield 

11 

4 

3 

4 

25 

21 

5th 

City Cup-KO 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

IstRC 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

IstR 

Total 

36 

10 

8 

18 

66 

82 



- 1956-57 - 

Bob Prole had a big clearing out at Drumcondra. Dessie Glynn, the clubs all time leading League 
goal scorer with 96 goals, went to Shelbourne and Dundalk picked up a quartet, Paddy Neville, Johnny 
Robinson, Shay Noonan and Benny “Rosie” Henderson. Jackie McCourt went in the opposite 
direction, joining Willie Coleman at Tolka Park. Joe Martin and Vincent Gilmore passed each other on 
the Newry Road, Joe en route to Portadown and Vincent arriving from Cliftonville. The team that 
lined out in the annual pipe-opener against Sligo in the City Cup had a strange look about it; Ted 
McNeill, Shay Noonan, Ken Finn, Bobby Kane, Johnny Robinson (capt.) Vincent Gilmore, Leo 
McDonagh, Tony Guildea (ex Shamrock Rovers and Ards), Francie Callan, Johnny Deakin (ex 
Glentoran), Benny Henderson. 

A better corner count sent Dundalk through, thanks to a Francie Callan goal in a 1-1 draw. A few 
days later, Francie was again on the mark in a 3-1 win over Transport, earning a semi-final appearance 
against Shamrock Rovers. Three games and three goals scored was Callans record after a 2-1 win over 
Cork Athletic in the opening Shield encounter before Rovers stopped the gallop in the City Cup, 
winning 3-1 at Dalymount before a gate of £580. Dundalk’s goal came from another newcomer, 
Johnny May (ex Bray Wanderers) 

After another Francie Callan goal in an away draw at Sligo, Joe Ralph fielded at centre forward at 
the Markets Field and his lone goal secured a rare victor)' at Limerick, who with Bohemians would 
















become the seasons whipping boys. Three Shield games—five points—second in the table; heady stuff, 
until meeting the Dublin quartet of Drums (for whom Jackie McCourt scored the only goal), Rovers, 
Shels and Pats. Johnny Devine, on the back of eight reserve goals, was promoted and scored on his 
debut against Evergreen. 

Ten Shield points left four others in the wake and by now seven new men had their names in the 
score chart: Guildea, Noonan, May, Henderson, Gilmore, Devine and Robinson. There were fewer 
team changes than had become the norm and there was early evidence of the value of the Robinson and 
Noonan captures with a big improvement in defence. Ken Finn was quickly learning their skill at the 
offside trap, mastered at Tolka. Only Shamrock Rovers had given them a mauling—but, with 48 Shield 
goals in the eleven games. Rovers were on the rampage against all opposition and by seasons end would 
have five trophies at Milltown, knocking in more than 140 goals in the process. 

After two opening 1-0 losses in the League, Ken Finn was selected as centre forward (after all it 
worked with Billy O’Neill and Joe Ralph) and duly obliged with two goals in a 3-2 victory in Limerick 
and was retained there for the Drums fixture, a meeting which produced many talking points and a 
sharp exchange of letters. Willie Coleman opened Drums account and Ken Finn responded. Shay 
Noonan, after missing a penalty charged the keeper, Alan Kelly, getting a strong lecture from the 
referee. Jackie McCourt restored the visitors lead and, in a hectic finish, Finn was “done” by Bunny 
Fullam, before Johnny Devine saved a point in the last few seconds. The fun and games then started. 

“.... Home supporters expressed their disappointment of one of the visiting players.... another 

Drums player left the dressing room and challenged the crowd. a Drums player entered the 

Dundalk dressing room looking for a fight and found a taker.but cooler heads prevailed.” The 

Drumcondra secretary wrote to the Democrat, whose reporter took umbrage at the implication that he 
condoned mob law, and invited the letter writer to check with “two of his directors” i.e. the Proles. 

Ken Finn continued at centre forward, finishing the year with six League goals, only one adrift of 
Francie Callan. Goals were scarce but the defence was doing its job admirably—more than three goals 
were conceded only three times in the season and the first six names on practically every line out read 
McNeill, Noonan, Finn, Kane, Robinson, and Gilmore. 

However, the solitary away win against Limerick was insufficient to clear the basement area, except 
to keep ahead of Bohs and Limerick, who were both having dreadful seasons. When bottom of the 
table Limerick took the two points at Oriel on the Sunday before a Cup trip to Turner’s Cross to meet 
Evergreen, the fans hopes were not high. A penalty from Shay Noonan salvaged a draw in a poor home 
performance that did not reflect their League position (Evergreen would eventually finish in third spot 
and win the Top Four Cup). However they made no mistake at Oriel in the replay, the genius of 
Georgie Lynam and the goal scoring ability of the 18-year-old Donal Leahy made sure of that. 

For Dundalk, it was now five years and ten ties since there was the taste of victory in a Cup match 
and for the supporters, it was another early end to the season- and it was only February 21st. The old 
Cup fighting tradition was well and truly buried. For the following two months, until the last game 
draw with St.Pats, there was nothing at stake. 

A writer to the Democrat described it as “an undistinguished and frustrating year” but he attached 
no blame to the “sound and praiseworthy defence, the only redeeming feature of a very mediocre team” 
and “long suffering supporters can hardly be blamed for their habitual lamentations and mournful 
chants”. He was clear what “the fundamental cause” was—“the unrepentant Management Committee, 
who have remained, more or less, unchanged for many years”, and, who in recent times have “been 
sleeping at their posts”. The cure was “new blood, men of genuine enthusiasm and ability”. 

One group of supporters was not satisfied with mere letter writing. They called a meeting of 
supporters and passed a “long list of motions” which concluded by calling on the club to convene a 
Special Meeting of the Members to consider their demands. Contributors to the debate included 
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K.Gaynor (Chairman), C.O’Reilly, L.Leonard, O.Darcy, RMcDonald, and F.Whitmarsh. 

At the clubs ACM less than two months later, all of the outgoing Management Committee 
members were re-elected—none of the rebel nominations was successful, in spite of extensive canvass¬ 
ing. The members were told that the club was “staggering along” and but for £700 raised at a carnival, 
would have “gone to the wall”. 

Snippets 

• First starts went to Paddy Shevlin, Charlie Sanson, and Niall McCahon (who scored on his 
home debut in the last home game against Shelbourne). 

• In an attempt to improve the scoring rate, a Scotsman, John Davidson, who had experience 
with Walsall and Alloa, was taken on in January—he survived one game. 

• Bobby Kane scored his first goal in four years, when scoring the last goal in a great 
comeback at Sligo, which saw Dundalk snatch a late 3-3 draw, coming from three down. 

• In January, players were on reduced wages and the club was “scraping the bottom”. 

• John Murphy was reported to be in Scunthorpe in January, for a month’s trial. 

• Mick Murray (ex Sligo), brother of Terry, was recruited in October. 

• Jackie McCourt had a great season with Drums, who finished runner up in the League and 
won the FAI Cup. Willie Coleman led the Drum’s scoring with eleven League goals, adding 
three more in the Cup, including one in the 2-0 final defeat of Shamrock Rovers. 

• The gate for the Shamrock Rovers Shield clash was £400, but Maxie McCann, Ronnie 
Nolan, Noel Peyton and Paddy Ambrose ruined the big local following’s day in a 4-0 win 
for the Hoops. 

• Tom Crawley was honoured when selected to referee at two of the League of Ireland’s Inter- 
League games, on September 19th 1956 when the part timers drew 3-3 with the English 
League and the March 1957 2-2 draw with the Irish League. The English League team 
contained four of Busby’s Babes, all involved in the Munich air disaster—Roger Byrne, 
Duncan Edwards, Tommy Taylor and Denis Viollet, the only survivor of the quartet. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI SHL 

AO 

Callan. Francie 

11 

7 

2 

2 

Devine, John 

7 

5 

2 


Finn. Ken 

6 

6 



Noonan. Shay 

6 

3 

1 1 

1 

McDonagh. Leo 

4 

4 



May. Johnny 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Henderson. Benny 

3 

1 

2 


o.g. 

2 

1 

1 


Ralph. Joe 

2 

1 

1 


Gilmore. Vincent 

2 


2 


Guildea, Tony 

2 


; 1 

1 

Kane. Bobby 

1 

1 



McGahon. Niall 

1 

1 



Murray, Mick 

1 

1 



Robinson. Johnny 

1 



; 1 

Total 

53 

33 

1 13 

6 


Review 
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W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

11 

3 

i 4 

4 

19 

16 


League Away 

11 

1 

; 4 

6 

14 

24 


League Total 

22 

4 

8 

10 ; 

33 : 

40 

10th 

FAI Cup 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 

IstR 

Shield 

11 

4 

2 

5 

13 

20 

8th 

City Cup-KO 

3 

2 

0 

1 

5 

5 : 

SF 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

IstR 

Total 

39 

10 

11 

18 

53 

74 
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- 1957-58 - 

Joe Enright was still in charge of training and the captains armband passed from Johnny Robinson 
to Shay Noonan. After three years on the committee, vice-chairman Jack Kieran took over the chair 
from Peadar Halpin and he had the experienced Jimmy Devlin as vice-chairman. The nucleus of the 
previous years squad was onside and McNeill, Robinson, McDonagh (at right-halO» Ralph and 
Noonan were permanent members of the defence. Regulars in the forward line were Francie Callan, 
George Toner, Eugene Hoey and Kenneth Finn. The left half position proved difficult to fill and after 
spells by Dan Deery and Vincent Gilmore, Gerry Mullen took semi-permanent possession, with 
Gilmore moving forward after Francie Callans departure. Until Cup time Shay Noonan was at full 
back, and Joe Ralph and Ken Finn played musical chairs as his partner, both of them having spells at 
centre-forward (“to add punch”). Niall McGahon played right wing until the middle of October, 
scoring three Shield goals, before making way for Mick Murray and after Christmas, Tommy Kerr and 
George Hoey, both natural left wingers, alternated bemeen both wings. 

An opening day City Cup win in Sligo and a 3-2 Shield win in Cork (against another Leeside 
outfit, Hibernians, who had replaced Cork Athletic) in two of the first three outings were encouraging, 
especially with teams that included a half a dozen “juniors”—Arthur Grimes, Dan Deery, Niall 
McGahon, Gerry Mullen, Francie Callan and Paddy Savage, showing the influence of Chairman Jack 
Kieran, a life long supporter of local Junior football. 

An injury to Ted McNeill brought a re-shuffle, bringing Joe Ralph between the sticks for a trip to 
Limerick and saving a penalty in a 2-0 victory. Ken Finns first start was at right wing and then he was 
moved to centre forward, from where he scored twice in a 4-0 Oriel victory over Bohs. Francie Callan’s 
form was catching the eye and he was selected as travelling reserve on the League of Ireland team for a 
trip to Leeds, to play the English League. 

For the last Shield match, against St Pats at Oriel Park, Ralph was back in goals for a 2-2 result, but 
the main interest was in Peter Doherty, the Doncaster Rovers manager, who was watching Callan. 
Negotiations started after the match and within days Francie was on his way to join a growing Irish 
colony at Doncaster, which included Paddy Gavin and three Northern Ireland Internationals, Harr)^ 
Gregg, Len Graham and Eddie McMorran. 

The League started on the following Sunday with the first ever visit of newcomers, Cork 
Hibernians, who were still finding their feet and the winning 8-2 score line was the first time that Oriel 
Park patrons had seen the home team hit eight goals in a League game (Ralph, Hoey and Mullen each 
scored twice and Toner and Noonan completed the rout). Three consecutive losses brought back reality 
and the visit of Shamrock Rovers was expected to continue the losing sequence. Rovers had comfort¬ 
ably won the Shield for the fourth year on the trot, scoring a hatful of goals, including five against 
Dundalk, and opened their League campaign with four straight wins and plenty of goals. Even when 
George Toner lobbed a goal over O’Callaghan’s head in the second minute, nobody expected that the 
scoring was completed. A magnificent defence decided otherwise and Dundalk pocketed a deserved, 
but unexpected, two points. 

Come Cup time, two thirds of the League programme was completed and 11 points from 14 games 
was just about par for the course, with yet another miserable season end in prospect. Cup opponents, 
Cork Hibernians, were also struggling, although in Cork they had won the second round League match 
by 4-2, just three weeks before the Oriel Park first round Cup clash. Hubie Gannon (ex Shamrock 
Rovers and Shels) had arrived to take over at inside right, allowing George Toner to move to inside-left 
with yet another centre forward, John Daly (ex Bray Wanderers and Workmans Club). Shay Gibbons 
led the Hibs line but Johnny Robinson had his measure. 

The Cup would not be the same without some kind of controversy and it arrived just before the 
half-time whistle, when Gannon beat the keeper with a long-range shot that never rose more than a 






foot off the ground. But was it a goal? “No” said the keeper “it went wide”. “Yes” said the referee, after 
an inspection showed a hole in the side netting. Hibs applied considerable pressure in the second 
period and with the help of the crossbar and some resolute defending, Gannons “hole-in-the-net” goal 
was enough. It wasn’t pretty. But after five years without a Cup match win since the 1952 final, 
supporters were not complaining. 

Before meeting Limerick in the next round there were games against the two teams who were 
battling for the League title. First, Drums ground out a 1-0 win at the Garrick Road and on the next 
weekend it was the turn of Shamrock Rovers, when Dundalk shocked the Milltown faithful, repeating 
their earlier 1-0 victory, scored by Niall McGahon, back in favour after a productive spell with the 
reserves. Nobody could remember the last time Dundalk had a 100% record against the Hoops in the 
League—or even if it was the first time ever. 

The big Markets Field Cup gate of £660 got poor value in a dull scoreless draw, where an injury to 
Eugene Hoey kept him out for a long stretch and for the Oriel Park replay Tommy Kerr came back. In 
a game that was far superior, Gannon again got his name on the score sheet but this appeared to be 
cancelled out when Ted McNeill’s quickly taken free-kick failed to reach its target, Joe Ralph and a 
Limerick forward intercepted and scored. However, the referee, with the help of a linesman, decided 
that the free kick had not travelled the required distance, and to the furious protests of the visitors, he 
disallowed the goal and ordered the kick to be re-taken. This massive stroke of luck kept the home side 
ahead at the break. The action stepped up a pace afterwards and even a second goal from Gannon, with 
10 minutes remaining, did not finish the end-to-end fare and a last minute goal from Niall McGahon 
gave a flattering 3-0 final score. 

Before the Cup semi-final, all the League action was away from home—a 4-2 loss to Evergreen and 
a 1-1 draw with Transport, all three goals coming from Niall McGahon—but attention was focused on 
the Shelbourne semi-final, scheduled for March 30th. “Lady Luck” continued to smile on Dundalk, 
according to the Democrat. After a scoreless first half. Tommy Kerr’s cross found Vincent Gilmore and 
he scored the only goal of the game. The remaining half-hour consisted of incessant Shelbourne attacks, 
which came to no avail against a dogged defence, ably marshalled by Johnny Robinson. It was with 
great relief that the supporters heard the final whistle, which confirmed Dundalk’s place in its seventh 
Cup final. A week later Shels reversed the Cup result winning 5-2 and there were visits to Oriel Park by 
Bohemian (3-2 win) and St Pats (3-3) in advance of the Cup final against Shamrock Rovers, set for 
April 20th. 

Rovers, with thirteen Cup wins behind them, were appearing in their fourth final in five years. 
Although they had defeated Drumcondra twice in the League, they had not overcome the double defeat 
at the hands of Dundalk, and Drums took the title with two points to spare. But everything else had 
gone to the bulging Glenmalure trophy cabinet- Shield, City Cup, Leinster Cup- and they would finish 
the season by later adding the Top Four trophy to their collection. ‘Coad’s Colts’ were a powerful team 
and were fully deserving of being red-hot favourites, although, not for the first time, their selection 
committee (i.e. the Cunningham family) caused controversy by selecting two newcomers. Tommy 
Farrell and Sean Carroll, in place of regulars Shay Keogh and Tommy Hamilton. Nor was their choice 
of goalkeeper, Christy O’Callaghan instead of Eamon Darcy, a popular selection. Coach Paddy Coad in 
announcing the team, commented, “Selection has been taken out of my hands”. 

Dundalk were defending their own proud Cup record, seven final day appearances that included 
three in the previous nine, and Ralph, McDonagh, Robinson, Noonan and Gannon had been there 
before. Gannon was only 18 in 1955 when he had been a last-minute replacement for the injured 
Paddy Coad for Rovers 1-0 win over Drums, and did not know until 2.30 on Cup final day that he was 
playing! In addition, George Toner had won an IFA winners medal with Derry City. 
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Shamrock Rovers: Christy O’Callaghan, Micky Burke, Gerry Mackey, Ronnie Nolan, Tommy 
Farrell, Liam Hennessy, Jimmy ‘Maxie’ McCann, Sean Carroll, Paddy Ambrose, Paddy 
Coad, Liam ‘Rasher’ Tuohy. 

Dundalk: Ted McNeill, Joe Ralph, Ken Finn, Leo McDonagh, Johnny Robinson, Shay 
Noonan, Niall McGahon, Hughie Gannon, Vincent Gilmore, George Toner, Tommy 
Kerr. Twelfth man was Gerry ‘Guider’ Mullen. 

Attendance was 27,000. 

The first half was packed with incidents and both sides had chances. Dundalk got the first opportu¬ 
nity, when O’Callaghan, distracted by McGahon, failed to clear and Gilmore took advantage but the 
19 year old McGahon was offside and the score was disallowed. Robinson cleared off the line from 
Ambrose—a bullet-like header from McDonagh just flashed by—Tuohy missed when through— 
McGahon’s header was cleared off the line by Burke—Robinson again cleared the lines. The half 
finished with a Paddy Coad drive, which smashed against the angle of the woodwork. 

After the break, it picked up again—McCann shot over from a good position—McDonagh sent a 
scorcher just over—Kerr beat O’Callaghan to see Mackey clear off the line. The key moment came 
seventeen minutes into the second half, when Robinson broke up another attack and found Tommy 
Kerr, who without delay “lashed the ball into the middle”. Gilmore got up higher than centre-half 
Farrell, heading the ball goalwards where Mackey, Flennessy and O’Callaghan appeared to be in 
control, until “the hurtling Gannon rose like a pheasant” to head the ball and was simultaneously hit 
on the jaw. Gerry Mackey bent down to the stricken Gannon and said, “It’s all right, Hubie, it’s in the 
net”. Hubie hadn’t seen much but the Dundalk supporters had and they lifted the stand with the 
cheers. Not realising he had a broken cheekbone, Gannon was handed a sponge and spent the rest of 
the game dazed on the wing. 

The excitement had hardly died down when Tommy Kerr needlessly handled inside the box, gifting 
Rovers a penalty. Rovers cheers quickly turned to groans when Liam Hennessy, uncharacteristically, 
shot wide—put off, no doubt, by Ted McNeill’s distracting tactics involving his cap and his gloves! The 
remaining half hour was a repeat of the Shels match, and wave after wave of Rovers attacks were 
launched, but the defence did not wilt—Ted McNeill was steadiness personified and the rare balls he 
missed found a defender at hand— Ken Finn was magnificent—Rovers had a goal disallowed for off¬ 
side—Robinson was everywhere—Ralph, McDonagh and Noonan were tackling like demons, all the 
forwards were back pitching in. 

It seemed like an eternity before the referee called time 
and Shay Noonan accepted the Cup. Hughie Gannon 
missed all the celebrations, being on his way to hospital 
when he started spitting blood in the dressing room after¬ 
wards. 

There was little disputing the tag ‘lucky’ nor even the 
Dublin press description of the team as ‘having a makeshift 
look about if but there could be no argument about the magnificence of the defence—Dundalk 
became the first Cup winners since Athlone Town in 1924 not to concede a goal throughout the 
campaign. 

The celebrations were mighty and came to a conclusion on the following Thursday at Oriel Park in 
the last match of the season against Waterford, whose win did not dampen the occasion. And this time 
there was no last day sweating—thanks to the two defeats of Shamrock Rovers the safety of eighth place 
in the League table had already been secured. 
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FAI CUP 



1957-58 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-0 

Hughie Gannon 

Limerick 

A 

0-0 


Limerick 

H 

3-0 

2 Gannon, N McGahon 

Shelbourne 

N 

1-0 

Vincent Gilmore 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-0 

Gannon 








FAI Cup Winners 1958 
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Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

11 

5 

1 

5 

21 

17 


League Away 

11 

2 

2 

7 

17 

29 


League Total 

22 

7 

3 

12 

38 

46 

8th 

FAI Cup 

5 

4 

1 

0 

6 

0 

; WIN 

Shield 

11 

4 

3 

4 

18 

20 

7th 

City Cup--KO 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

2ndR 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

IstR 

Total 

41 

16 

7 

18 

64 

73 




Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SHL 

CC 

Toner. George 

12 

8 


4 


McGahon. Niall 

9 

5 

1 

3 


Gannon. Hughie 

9 

5 

4 



Noonan. Shay 

6 

4 


1 

1 

Callan. Francie 

6 



6 


Hoey. Eugene 

5 

4 : 


1 


Ralph, Joe 

3 

3 : 




Finn. Ken 

3 : 

1 : 


2 


Kerr, Tommy 

2 

2 




McDonagh, Leo 

2 

2 




Mullen, Gerry 

2 

2 




Gilmore. Vincent 

2 i 

1 : 

1 



Daly, John 

1 

1 : 




Deery, Dan 

1 ; 



1 


Murray, Mick 

1 




1 

Total 

64 

38 

6 

18 

2 


Appearances 

35 McDonagh. L 

19 

Kerr, Tommy 

i 5 

Daly, John 

2 Moran. Desmond 

40 

Noonan, Shay 

34 Toner. George 

18 

Gannon. H 

^ 4 

Hughes 

1 McGahon, Brendan 

39 

Robinson. J 

25 Hoey. Eugene 

15 

Murray, Mick 

: 3 

Kane, Bobby 

1 Murphy, John 

38 

Ralph. Joe 

24 Gilmore, V 

13 

Callan. Francie 

3 

Savage. Paddy 


37 

McNeill. Ted 

21 Mullen. Gerry 

6 

Deery, Dan 

3 

Smith 


36 

Finn, Ken 

20 McGahon. N 

6 

Grimes. Arthur 

2 

McKeown. Patsy 




Back: Peadar Halpin. Jim Malone, Jack Flanagan. Joe McGrath (Sec.), Jack Kieran (Chairman). 

Middle: Peter Kieran. Jimmy Devlin. Dr Niall McGahon, Tommy Kerr. Johnny Robinson. Hughie Gannon, Ted McNeill. Joe Ralph. 
Ken Finn. Eugene Hoey. George Ware. B O'H Kennedy, Gerry McCourt (Trainer). 

Front: Niall McGahon. Vincent Gilmore. Shay Noonan (Capt), George Toner. Leo McDonagh 


























Snippets 

• Cup final referee was Denis Howell, who later became the British Governments Minister 
for Sport as a Labour MR 

• For the League game against Limerick on Nov 24th there was a real dressing-room crisis 
when three players reported with influenza. George Toner failed to show, and the reserve 
team had gone to Dublin for a morning game. Patsy McKeown, after playing that morning 
with St Josephs, was called from his dinner table to make his senior debut in a 3-1 loss. “He 
uses the ball not only with skill but intelligently.. .he should make lots of progress.” 

• Leo McDonagh and joe Ralph were rested in advance of the Cup final for the Bohs game 
and Gerry Mullen and John Murphy took their places, in a 3-2 win. “Young Murphy made 
an excellent senior debut”. 

• Dundalk’s Cup preparations were under that “old warrior” Gerry McCourt. The Dublin 
players were training at Chalgrove Park under the care of Barney Sheridan, aided by Billy 
Crampton. 

• After defeating Shamrock Rovers in the December League game, Leo McDonagh was 
selected ‘Sports Star of the Week’ in the Irish Independent. 

• Three juniors from the Falls Road League in Belfast featured in pre-season trials: Joe Jordan, 
Dan Deery and Desmond Moran. The last two got first team calls during the year. 

• Francie Callan spent two seasons with Doncaster Rovers (28 League appearances and 6 
League goals) before joining his old gaffer Walter Rickett at Ramsgate. 

• The receipts from Francies transfer, £1450, helped the club to a year’s surplus of £1037. 
Surprisingly, Cup success did not contribute much—without transfer income there would 
have been a £400 loss. 






In September 1957 an application was made by the club to the Town Hall for a date to run 
a fund raising dance. The date allocated was April 20th, the night of the Cup final! Needless 
to say it turned into a victory celebration. Cup, team, supporters and all. 


Cup Teams: 
February 16 

March 9 
March 13 
March 30 


(H) Cork Hibernians; McNeill, Ralph, Finn, McDonagh, Robinson, 
Noonan, Kerr, Gannon, Daly, Toner, Hoey. 

(A) Limerick; McGahon for Kerr; Gilmore for Daly. 

(H) Limerick; Kerr for Hoey. 

(N) Shelbourne; Same team. 


- 1958-59 - 

“A topsy-turvy start”...First game in the Presidents Cup against Drums was lost by 4-3...four days 
later, Sligo were defeated in the City Cup by 9-1 (yes, nine goals to one).... three days later Drums win 
the second round City Cup tie by 5-0...one week into the new season and the record reads: Scored 12 
and Conceded 10! After a 2-2 draw in Cork against Evergreen and a 2-0 home victory over Waterford, 
the new centre forward, Joe Reilly, has six goals in five outings, just what the doctor ordered. So what 
did the Committee do? Go out and sign another centre forward, Shay Gibbons, and consign Reilly to 
the wing. 

It appeared to work when Gibbons scored twice on his debut in a 6-2 Oriel win over Cork 
Hibernians and by the time Drumcondra were despatched at Tolka, a nine point Shield haul and only a 
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loss to Sligo was not a bad position. It all came to a quick stand still and at the finish of the Shield the 
nine points had grown to eleven, a long way behind Waterford, who finally broke Shamrock Rovers 
monopoly of the Shield. Alas, for Dundalk, the Shield table highlighted an old problem—the defence 
(McNeill, Ralph, Finn, Robinson) finished with the least goals conceded of the 12 teams, but the 17 
goals scored (including the six v. Hibs) only bettered that of last place Sligo. 

McDonagh and Noonan completed the half back line and the typical forward line read Kerr, 
Gannon, Gibbons, Toner and Hoey. Vincent Gilmore had been released in the summer and Niall 
McGahon was with the reserves, where Joe O’Reilly was also spending his time. After Ken Finn left for 
America, John Murphy took his place—but like many Dundalk full-backs before him he ended up as a 
forward, finishing the year with five League goals, and Patsy McKeown got a run as Joe Ralph’s partner. 
Gerry Mullen and Brendan McGahon became regulars and Eamon McMahon and Paddy Shevlin 
provided cover for Ted McNeill. 

Two wins at Oriel Park, over Home Farm (3-0) and St 
Pats (4-2), earned entry to the St Stephen’s Day Leinster 
Cup final against Drumcondra, who emerged victorious on 
5-2 scoreline. Dundalk team was McNeill, Ralph, Noonan, 

Mullen, Robinson, McGahon, McDonagh, Murphy, 

Gibbons, Gannon and Hoey. 

The League brought no respite. After a 6-1 hammering from Pats at the end of December in the 
eighth match, a return of four points secured the League position that the performances had justified— 
last spot. Home advantage against non-League opposition in the Cup did not help much and it took 
three games to dispose of Albert Rovers. Brendan McGahon was the saviour in Oriel Park, equalising at 
3-3 with time almost up. The early loss of Ken Smyth in the Turners Cross replay was followed by a last 
ditch stand against the frenzy of the Albert, which continued unabated through the normal 90 minutes 
and into the scoreless extra time. The second replay at Tolka was not as easy as the 4-0 score line 
suggests, although this was a much-improved Dundalk performance, with the goals coming from 
McDonagh, Gibbons, Murphy and Noonan (pen.). 

For the next round, a record crowd turned out at Oriel Park, to see Dundalk win the battle for 
possession, but a dreadful performance by the forwards was punished when Alfie Hale made no mistake 
in the last minute and Waterford advanced in a poor game, on a 2-1 score. 

There was a hectic finish to the season with six games in the space of three weeks and wins over 
Pats, Sligo and Limerick raised hopes that the bottom spots might be avoided. Two closing losses left 
four teams tied on 15 points each and on the slimmest of differences in goal averages the mathemati¬ 
cians give the final placings as 9th Cork Hibernians; 10th Sligo Rovers; 11th Dundalk; 12th 
Bohemians 

As a result, Dundalk was making its fourth re-election application in the space of eight years. 

Snippets 

• The second Cup replay against Albert Rovers was fixed for Tolka Park on Monday March 
2nd, the day after a scheduled League fixture against Shelbourne. Financial survival was 
dependent on a ‘Cup run’ and to solve the dilemma, none of the Cup team was selected for 
the Shels match. The team on duty for the League fixture was: Paddy Shevlin, Frank 
Watters, Frank McArdle, Syl Kierans, Joe ‘Boy’ Barnacle, Jackie Winkless, Tommy Kerr, 
Hughie Gannon, Joe Reilly, George Toner, Patsy Duffy. After a 5-0 loss, the Democrat 
reported on a “great outcry about the iniquitous Dundalk in a section of the Press” at the 
playing of an under-strength team. But he dismissed all arguments, fully supported the club 
in its action and offered a stout defence of the merits of the chosen team. So far as he was 


Leinster Cup 


1958-59 

Home Farm 

H 3-0 

Hoey. Gibbons. Gannon 

St. Pat's Ath. 

H 4-2 

2 Gibbons, 

Drumcondra 

N 2-5 

Gibbons, Noonan 
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Review 
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W 

D 

L 

F A 


League Home 

11 

5 

2 

4 

23:18 


League Away 

11 

1 

1 

9 

1L35 


League Total 

22 

6; 

3; 

13 

34 53 

nth 

FAI Cup 

4 

1 

2; 

1 

8: 5 

2ndR 

Shield 

11 

5 

1 

5 

17 18 

8th 

CityCup-KO 

2 

1: 

0: 

1 

9: 6 

2ndR 

Leinster Cup 

3; 

2\ 

0; 

1 

9: 7 

RU 

Pres Cup 

1: 

0; 

0; 

1 

3: 4 

RU 

Total 

43 

15 

6 

22 

80 93 



concerned they were all deserving of 
selection, and only the excellent Cup 
defence was preventing regular first team 
duty for some of the lineout against Shels. 

• Ken Finn was made captain for the day on 
26th October for the Shield game against 
Limerick (lost 1-0), his last match before 


Boats 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH 

AO 

Gibbons, Shay 

; 23 

11 ^ 

1; 

7; 

4 

Noonan, Shay 

i 11 

4 

2 

2 : 

3 

Hoey, Eugene 

: 6 

3 

1 : 


2 

Kerr, Tommy 

6 

1 


3 

2 

Reilly, Joe 

: 6 



2; 

4 

Murphy, John 

: 5 

5 




Gannon, Hugh 

4 

2 


1 : 

1 

Toner, George 

4 

2 


1 

1 

McDonagh, Leo 

3 : 


1 : 

1 

1 

o.g. 

; 3 




3 

Martin, Joe 

: 2 

2 




Mullen, Gerry 

: 2 

2 




Murphy,Tommy 

; 2 


2 



Carr, Seamus 

1 

1 




Smyth, Ken 

^ 1 

1 




McGahon,Brendan 

1 


1 



58-59 Total 

80 

34 

8 

17 

21 








departing for the USA. 

The ‘B’ team had a successful year with lineouts that included 
Paddy Shevlin, Eugene McMahon, Frank Watters, Syl Kierans, 
Frank McArdle, Jackie Winkless, Eddie White, Niall McGahon, 
Joe Martin, Joe Reilly, Patsy Duffy, Seamus Carr, Patsy McKeown, 
John Murphy, Gerry Donnelly, Ken Smith and Brendan 
McGahon. 

The Waterford Cup receipts of £478 (attendance 6212) set a new 
club high. 

Wages went down by £440, but gate receipts decreased by £800 
and with no transfer income, the loss for the season was £966. 
Supporter Club contribution was again down—1957 £710; 1958 
£305; 1959 £100. 

It was confirmed that, even in death. Bill Russell’s generosity 
continued. In his will the club had been left £500. 
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- 1959-60 - 

Joe Martin and Joe Ralph were starting their last season with the club and in his tenth year, Leo 
McDonagh was appointed captain. Christy Barron, from Drums, and Ted Harte from Glenavon were 
among the newcomers, and they joined a defence that hardly changed throughout the season, that 
read—Barron, Noonan, Murphy, McDonagh, Robinson and Harte. When required, Pat Davey and Joe 
Ralph provided cover. For the first dozen games there were the usual autumnal comings and goings in 
the forward line— Eddie Kelly (ex Shels), Joe Martin, Brian McDonald (from local St Pats), Tommy 
McCabe (from Bessbrook who had been with Portadown), Hubie Donnelly (ex St Pats Ath.), Michael 
McElroy (ex Shels and Pats), Jackie McCourt, Patsy McKeown. 

After an opening match success over Sligo in the City Cup by 3-0, the next thirteen games yielded 
two wins, scoring a total of ten goals, and a mean defence, which was conceding very few goals. The 
committee had not been idle and the acquisition of John ‘Kit’ Lawlor (ex Drums) and Liam ‘Mousy’ 
Munroe was about to change things. Munroe’s wanderings had already brought him to Shamrock 
Rovers, Shelbourne, Ards, Bristol City, Scunthorpe Utd and Distillery. Only 5ft. 2in. he had one 
International appearance in 1954. Kit Lawlor, age 37, had already done it all: Champion.ship medals, 
Cup medals, three Irish caps, five English League seasons at Doncaster Rovers, where he scored 46 goals 
from 128 Second Division games. 

For the last match in the Shield, against Transport, the forward line read: Martin, Kelly, Munroe, 
Lawlor and McKeown, playing against a defence that had been miserly throughout the Shield, thanks 
to Inter League keeper, Kevin Blount. The fans eventually lost count and by the time the referee said 
stop, the scoreboard read 8-3, the Dundalk scores from Munroe (3), Lawlor (2), McDonagh, Kelly and 
Martin. The following Sunday it was down to Cork to play the newly named Cork Celtic (previously 
Evergreen Utd.), and a 5-2 winning start to the League, with Munroe and Lawlor contributing two 
each. A 2-2 draw with Waterford was followed by a hiccup when ‘Cheeky’ Charlie Tully came to town 
and helped Cork Hibernians to the points, with one of the Cork goals by Victor Meldrum, who within 
two weeks would be playing for Dundalk. It was back to business on the following weekend at 
Dalymount, where Liam Munroe scored four times in the 6-1 win, joining the lengthening queue on 
Dundalk’s League match record list. Pat Davey was started at centre forward and added two to Liam’s 
four in Dundalk’s biggest win over the Phibsboro side. 

It got better, and by the time St Pats were defeated 3-2 at Oriel Park on December 27th, in front of 
a crowd estimated by the Democrat as “between 3000 and 4000”, Dundalk sat as joint League leaders 
after eight games with twelve points and only the solitary loss against Hibs. Most of the supporters had 
never seen such a sight. By now, the forward line read: Kelly, Munroe, Meldrum, Lawlor and 
McKeown. The upcoming games looked promising—away to the bottom clubs Sligo and Transport 
and a home fixture against surprise packets Limerick—but one solitary point was a big setback. 

Sligo’s form was completely unpredictable. In late November they had followed a 6-0 Tolka defeat 
by winning 7-2 at the Showgrounds against St Pats and on the Sunday before Dundalk’s visit had 
shipped eight in Milltown. With seven minutes remaining they led Dundalk 6-2 and hung on for a 6-5 
win. There were hat-tricks for both sides, Johnny Armstrong for the home team and another from Liam 
Munroe. A 1-0 home defeat at Oriel to Limerick would prove decisive in the final hunt and a 1-1 draw 
with Transport completed a poor spell. 

All was not lost, and with eight teams all bunched within four points, an excellent 4-0 win over 
Cork Celtic at home maintained a top spot, with the rest of the contenders taking points from each 
other. Before the Cup break, there was an important 3-1 victory at the Mardyke over Hibernians to 
hold on to third spot in a wide-open League. 
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The Oriel Cup clash with St Pats was a struggle and it took some stout defending and great 
‘keeping by Barron to maintain parity, until Willie Peyton gave the visitors a deserved lead. Kit Lawlor 
led the comeback with rwo goals, the winner a ‘beauty’ with only minutes remaining. Before the next 
round Cup match there was a League win against Bohs and a loss to Shels. A 4-0 win against Transport 
earned an easy entry to the Cup semi-final, the goals coming from Murphy, Meldrum, Harte and 
Munroe. Shelbourne were a different proposition in the semi-final. With only one Cup final win to 
their name, back in 1939, manager Gerry Doyle was fielding one of the youngest Cup teams ever and 
first half goals by Eric Barber and Jackie Hennessy hardly did justice to Shels superiority. Their 4-1 win 
wuz the prelude to final Cup victory, defeating Cork Hibernians, Charley Tully and all. 

Dundalk’s League efforts stalled at Milltown (2-0 loss) and the Markets Field clash on the weekend 
after the Cup semi-final was another big one. Limerick had gone through the League with a 100% 
home record and but for an indifferent away record, the League flag might already be flying at 
Shannonside, for the first time ever. Their 2-1 victory was to the accompaniment of Dundalk cries “we 
was robbed” after some terrible home town refereeing decisions, including a dubious penalty in the last 
10 minutes and minutes later when the referee ignored a blatant handball by a home defender. 
Dundalk finished their programme with two wins but the final table showed how close it had been: 
Limerick 30 points; Cork Celtic and Shels 28; Shamrock Rovers, Dundalk and Cork Hibs 27. To rub 
salt into the wound. Rovers got the top four spot on goal average. 

Nonetheless, the season raised hopes that the terrible Fifties were a thing of the past. Except for that 
one 6-5 aberration in Sligo, the defence had been solid; the arrival of Lawlor and Munroe had trans¬ 
formed the season, and a haul of 78 goals had moved the team up the entertainment scale. For good 
measure, Liam Munroe’s 19 League goals surpassed all previous League marks in the club’s 35-year 
history. 


Snippets 

• In his last season with the club, two goals from Joe 
Martin brought his final Dundalk career total to 109 
goals. 

• The cost of a season ticket was £1.1 Os. and for ladies 
15 shillings. 

• Evergreen United re-titled themselves Cork Celtic, 
but someone forgot to tell the Dundalk programme 
editor. For their first visit, a Shield game on August 
23rd 1959, the programme continued to identify 
them as Evergreen. 

• Walter Durkan was reported as having successfully applied to the Irish FA for his re-instate¬ 
ment as an amateur, in order that he might take up a football scholarship offer at an 
American University. 

• A minute’s silence was observed at the Limerick League game on January 10th in memory 
of Mattie Clarke, killed in a car accident. 

• The 20th Dec League game saw the introduction to Oriel Park of newly appointed coach. 
Con Martin. The team celebrated with a 4-2 win over Shamrock Rovers, one of whose 
scores came from Paddy Turner, and the home goals from Harte, Meldrum, Munroe and 
McKeown. 

• Joe Ralph’s last game was against Transport—playing in goals! 


Joe Martin 

Goalscoring 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SHL 

LSC 

CC 

1950-51 

18 

8 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1951-52 

18 

6 

5 

7 



1952-53 

26 

11 

2 

8 

3 

2 

1953-54 

19 

11 


6 


2 

1954-55 

14 

12 


2 



1955-56 

10 

8 


2 



1958-59 

2 

2 





1959-60 

2 



1 


1 

Career Total 

109 

58 

8 

31 

4 

8 
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Dundalk v. St Patricks Athletic on March 27th 1960 was played at Richmond Park, 30 
years after Dundalk had last played there, when it was the home venue of Brideville. 

On his departure from the Management Committee, Dr. Niall McGahan was elected an 
Honorary Life Member. He had served as the clubs Medical Officer for 25 years from 1933 
and spent 13 seasons on the Management 
Committee from 1947 to 1959/60. 

Liam Munroe’s four goals on 29th 
November (A) v. Bohemian 6-1, equalled 
the club’s League match record. 

Representative Honours for LOI Team. Ted 
Harte played twice, both in Dublin. March 
17th V. Hessen League, (won 5-2) and 
April 12th v. Irish League (won 2-1). 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

11 

7 

1 

3 

25 

15 


League Away 

11 

5 

2 

4 

25 

17 


League Total 

22 

12 

3 

7 

50 

32 

5th 

FAI Cup 

3 

2 

0 

1 

7 

6 

SF 

Shield 

11 

3 

3 

5 

17 

18 

11th 

City Cup-KO 

3 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 

SF 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

IstR 

Total 

40 

19 

6 

15 

78 

59 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH 

AO 

Munroe, Liam 

23 

19 

1 

3 


Lawlor, Kit 

10 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Meldrum. Victor 

8 

7 

1 



McKeown, Patsy 

6 

4 


2 


Kelly. Eddie 

5 

4 


1 


Harte. Ted 

5; 

2 

2 

1 


Murphy. Tommy 

4 

3 

1 



Davey Pat 

2 

2 




Murray, Briar) 

2 

2 




Noonan, Shay 

2 

1 


1 ; 


Martin. Joe 

2 



1 

1 

Murphy, John 

: 2 



1 

1 

o.g. 

1 

1 




Donnelly. Hubie 

1 




1 

McCabe, Tom 

1 



1 


McCourt. Jackie 

1 



1 


McDonagh. Leo 

1 



1 


McElroy, M 

1 



1 


Ralph. Joe 

1 



1 


Total 

78 

50 

7 

17 

4 


It was the Worst of Times—It was the Best of Times 

For many, the hungry Fifties could not come to an end quick enough and for Dundalk supporters 
it was a case of good riddance. The club’s League record alone provides evidence enough of the dreari¬ 
ness and hopelessness of the period—four applications for re-election, and two close calls, was their lot. 
In nine seasons, from 1950-51 to 1958-59, the team had managed just eleven League wins away from 
home, gathering a grand total of 40 away points, or a yearly average equivalent to one win and two 
draws. In a third of the seasons, even that measly harvest was not procured. 

Permanent financial problems meant the club lived perilously close to extinction. That it didn’t fall 
off the edge can be attributed, in the main, to the indomitable spirit of the club’s Committee members, 
who mastered the art of continuous financial brinkmanship, soldiered in the face of impatient creditors 
and wondered where next week’s would come from, with supporters who alternated bemeen anger and 
apathy. Spirit alone, of course, would not have been sufficient, and the odd transfer fee went a long way 
to balancing the books and keeping the creditors from the door for a little bit longer. It was rumoured 
that the Sheriff was a frequent visitor to Oriel Park, although Lord knows what was worthwhile confis¬ 
cating—a rusty mower, a set of well mended goalposts, a few footballs and a couple of sets of jerseys. 

For supporters, the transfers added colour and interest, as a result of which the fortunes of 
Southampton, Aston Villa, Doncaster et all, became more widely known and weekend papers were 
scanned for news of ‘our Tommy and Jimmy and Terry and Francie,...Were they getting first team 
football? 
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Oriel Park in the Fifties consisted of an unremitting annual purgatory, which started, full of hope, 
in the sunny days of mid-August and usually ended on a cold and wet Februai^' afternoon on the 
weekend of the first round Cup match. Well, not every year, because the period produced two 
unexpected Cup victories and a whole bunch of unlikely heroes, who lit up those dark days and whose 
deeds are recalled long after everything else has faded from memory. For good measure, throw in that 
unforgettable 330-minute triple-decker Cup semi final in 1952, in which Waterford led four times and 
lost. 

Joe Ralph and Leo McDonagh personify the period, not only because they were the only two who 
were members of both Cup winning teams, but because they were always there—on the many bad days 
as much as the few good ones. Joe Martin was usually with them, knocking in plenty of goals, for all 
but two seasons, and becoming the third member of the Centurions club, joining Eddie Carroll and 
Joey Donnelly when he passed the 100-goal mark. 

The unlikeliest heroes came from the so-called Dublin cast-offs, Mattie Clarke and Paddy Mullen 
in the early years and later on came Bobby Kane, Johnny Robinson and Shay Noonan, and supporters 
developed a special relationship with these former adversaries. There had always been a tradition of a 
Northern core to the team, usually spiky wing halves and inside forwards who stood no nonsense but 
could play ball, and the Fifties were no different. Johnny Fearon was typical and before the fifties came 
to an end there would be more—George Toner, Vincent Gilmore and Ted McNeill, from the ‘58 team, 
and at the end of the decade, Ted Harte. 



AOH, the local Summer League junior club, doubled up as the Dundalk Reserve team for three seasons in the late 
1950s. Photographed on the occasion of a visit to Cork to play against AOH Cork were; 

Back: ]o\\n Murphy, Jackie Winkless, Gene McMahon, Jim Daly, Paddy O’Hagan, Jack Gray, 

Eddie Macken (trainer). 

Front: Gerry Donnelly, Patsy Duffy, Frank Watters (capt.), Colm Bellew, Gerry Foran. 
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The financial constraints had one positive side effect—it presented a rare opportunity for a contin¬ 
uous stream of locals to wear the ‘ Wliite and Black’, some to earn local glory, some to move abroad 
and perform on a bigger stage, some to spend a short while in the limelight—Tommy, Pa and Jackie 
McCabe, Tommy Traynor, Billy Flanagan, Paddy Breen, Jim Roddy, Frank ‘Skipper’ McArdle, ‘Tuckser’ 
Cahill, Jackie McCourt, Eddie McKenna, Harry McQuillan, Walter Durkan, Harry Collins, Tommy 
and Willie Coleman, Kevin Mullen, Ken Finn, Sean Cunningham, Brendan and Niall McCahon, 
Paddy Savage, Teddy Lambe, Paddy Shevlin, Francie Callan, Patsy McKeown, John Murphy, Eamon 
McMahon, ‘Guider’ Mullen, Jackie Winkless, Seamus Carr, Brian McDonald, Joe Barnacle—all made 
their own contribution to the mix that was the Fifties. 

Decrepit and run down it may have been, but Oriel Park in that time was, for many, a ‘Field of 
Dreams and provided a store of memories still fresh after nearly fifty years. And in any best ever 
Dundalk XI, room will have to be found for Johnny Fearon, Joe Ralph, Tommy Traynor, Ken Finn and 
Shay Noonan. Yes, of course they’re all fullbacks, but they must be fitted in somewhere. Anywhere. 
Except, of course, at right-half—that spot belongs to Leo McDonagh. 









Celebrating the 1958 FAI Cup win 
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The Magic of 
],i:, Jimmy Hasty 
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Christy Barron 


- 1960-61 - 

In the absence of the injured John Murphy and with Joe Ralph 
retired, the full-back line required a major refit and after a bit of exper¬ 
imenting, Pat Davey and Patsy McKeown settled in as the permanent 
back line, in front of Christy Barron. It took a few weeks before 
McDonagh, Robinson and Harte returned to form the half line 
partnership and in the interim, Eddie Nesbitt, Paddy Wade and Paddy 
Needham were filling in. 

A new left-winger, Jimmy McDonnell, arrived from Crusaders and 
with Victor Meldrum and Liam Munroe, became an almost ever¬ 
present for the season. Tommy Emerson and Eddie Kelly completed 
the early line-ups, and for a while Davy McArdlc took over on the 
right wing. Willie Coleman arrived in time to score against 
Drumcondra on his debut in September. 

Rumours had circulated for some weeks that a new centre-forward 
was to be signed. Jimmy Hasty, age 22, height 6ft. lin., weight list. 61bs., came to Dundalk with a 
prolific scoring record. From Belfast junior football, he arrived in Newry, via Islandmagee. In two 
seasons with Newry, playing in the Irish League B Division, he re-wrote all their scoring records, 
helping them to divisional honours. Committeeman Jim Malone went to see him play in Newr)^ and 
promptly signed him for Dundalk, without the approval of the Management committee. When he 
sought approval, later in the week, and also told the committee that Jimmy had only one arm, he was 
greeted with disbelief—A one-armed centre forward? And we have to pay him? To clinch the deal and 
as an indication of his certainty of the worth of the new man, Jim Malone undertook to fund Hasty’s 
costs if he were proven wrong. 

Jimmy Hasty’s debut at Oriel Park on November 20th in a League game against Cork Celtic, 
brought a few extra and curious spectators, and disbelief turned to admiration when they saw him play 
and then wonderment when he scored. His ball control immediately attracted attention and the way he 
seemed to ghost past John Coughlan made it all look unreal. Centre-forwards with all their faculties 
didn’t do that, not to big John Coughlan. Heads were nodding in approval and his goal, in a 2-2 draw, 
capped an impressive start. 

“One of the neatest passers of the ball I have ever seen. He controls the ball like a tennis ball 
and his passes are low—always carpet level—and dead accurate”. 


The goals soon began to flow and in the space of a 
month after Jimmy’s arrival, there were six straight wins 
and a harvest of 21 goals, most of them either made or 
scored by Jimmy. After a great 4-2 win at Milltown, the 
Democrat ran out of words “...the man who had Dublin 
agog. General of the attack, holding every ball until his 
men were in position, he was everywhere, will-o’-the-wisp, 
so that they never had him covered, and he was in like a flash on every chance.” 

The sequence finished on St Stephen’s Day with a single goal from Jimmy in the Leinster Cup final 
against Drums, bringing the oldest trophy in the League back to Oriel after a lapse of 10 years. The 
celebrations may have been overdone, because St Pat’s broke the winning sequence on the following day 
in the League. A few days later on New Year’s Day, Hasty delivered a hat-trick and a 5-2 win over Sligo 
to a delighted home audience, starting another winning sequence, which notched up eight points in 
four games. By the time Waterford came to Oriel at the end of January, 18 points from 12 games left 


Leinster Cup 


1960-61 

Chapelizod 

N 1-1 
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McDonnell. Meldrum 
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N 4-0 

Meldrum, Munroe. 
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N 1-0 

Hasty 
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CHALLENGE CUP 

FINAL 


DRUMCONDRA 

versus 

DUNDALK 

DALYMOUNT PARK. DUBLIN 
St. Stephens Day, 26th Dec.. 1960 


Dundalk as joint League leaders and Hasty’s record read 13 goals from 10 
starts. Wherever he played, the crov^ds flocked to see him and club 
treasurers were rubbing their hands. 

A 3-1 loss to Waterford was a setback, but follow up wins against 
Cork Celtic and Bohemians, immediately before the Cup, maintained a 
top of the League position. After scoring both goals, in a 2-1 away win in 
Cork, the Democrat commented, “Others floundered, Jimmy stood out 
as a player of genius, running here, there, everywhere, to pick up the ball 
and get it disposed ofL to the best advantage. His versatility and mobility, 
his deft use of the ball, his generalship, were always evident, and his two 
goals showed his real genius for picking up anything in the form of a 
scoring chance.” 

However, the next three weekends severely dampened the hopes and 
the dreams. It started in the Cup against Hibernians and a typical 
Mardyke mud slog, which suited the home team, but it needed a last 
minute penalty to secure a home victory. Local hero, Patsy Dorgan, got 
the better of Jimmy Hasty. Two League visits to Tolka Park to play Shels 
and Drums, and two defeats, meant no room for further slips and a next 

week Oriel win over Shamrock Rovers left the top of the table as follows; Waterford 26; Drums 25; 
Dundalk and Pats 24. 

Jimmy McDonnell’s goal against St Pats was not enough and a 2-1 loss forfeited any remaining 
prospects, leaving only the consolation of the Top Four Cup, which looked reasonably secure with a 
closing programme that involved trips to the bottom two clubs and an Oriel Park visit by another 
contender for one of the final four positions, Limerick. The visit to Sligo did not look daunting—the 
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Enjoying the celebrations after bringing home the Leinster Senior Cup were Joe McGrath, Jack Kieran, Jimmy 
Devlin, Jack Flanagan, Peter Kieran, Jim Malone and Benny Kennedy. 
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home team had failed to win any of their 17 league matches and had conceded an embarrassing 88 
goals, eight on the previous weekend against Shamrock Rovers. But the Showgrounds was no great 
respecter of either the formbook or the statistics, which were turned on 
their head by the home sides first (and only) win of the season by 3-1. 

“Tragi-comedy in anti-climaxes” was the somewhat over-the-top 
Democrat comment. 

Not to worry, a win over Limerick meant that a last day draw 
against second from bottom Transport would ensure a first entry to the 
Top Four Cup. A dreadful performance and a 2-1 loss killed the final 
hope— Cork Celtics win on the previous day gave them 26 points like 
Dundalk and on goal average they were awarded fourth position and a 
Top Four Cup spot. In the last six weeks, only two wins from seven 
League games had destroyed all the dreams, of the championship, and 
Europe and now even the consolation of the Top Four. If only. 

The abiding season memories, however, were of those dark winter 
days when Jimmy Hasty appeared and lit up Oriel Park, and a whole 
lot of other League grounds, with his magic. His goal tally of 18 goals 
in 22 games had the supporters asking—Can we hold on to him? 

Could he do it again? Jimmy Hasty 



• The June ACM heard that the club had a season deficit of £583, and had liabilities of 
£2,647 “thanks to a group of patient and sympathetic creditors”. 


• Honours with LOI team. 

October 5th 1960 

Glasgow V. Scottish Lge. (lost 5-1) W Coleman. 
March 17 th 1961 

Dublin V. Irish League (lost 3-2 ) P McKeown. 
April 3rd 1961 

Belfast V. Irish League (1-1) J McDonnell. 


Review 
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A 


League Home 

11 

7 

1 

3 

25 

15 


League Away 

11 

5 

2 

4 

25 
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League Total 

22 

12 

3 

7 

50 32 
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FAI Cup 

3 

2 

0 

1 

7 

6 

SF 

Shield 

11 

3 

3 

5 

17 

18 

nth 

CityCup-KO 

3 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 

SF 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 : 

2 

IstR 

Total 

40 

19 

6 

15 

78 

59 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

SHL 

AO 

Hasty, Jimmy 

18 

17 


1 

McDonnell. Jimmy 

14 

8 

3 

3 

Meldrum, Victor 

11 

6 

1 

4 

Munroe. Liam 

9 

6 

2 

1 

Emerson. Tommy 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Kelly. Eddie 

3 


3 


Davey. Pat 

2 

2 



Harte. Ted 

2 

2 



Coleman. Willie 

2 

1 

1 


Nesbitt. Brendan 

2 


2 


Noonan, Shay 

2 


1 

1 

McArdle. Davy 

1 


1 


McDonagh. Leo 

1 



1 

McKeown. Patsy 

1 


1 


o.g. 

1 



1 

Total 

72 

43 

16 

13 


- 1961-62 - 

After five years loyal service, Johnny Robinson and Shay Noonan retired, leaving only Leo 
McDonagh of the old guard still in harness. Fortunately, John Murphy, Patsy McKeown and Pat Davey 
were available. It was a few weeks before Leo and Ted Harte appeared, but by the end of October a new 
defence was in place—Barron, Murphy, McKeown, McDonagh, Davey and Harte. Early in the season 
Billy Kelly (ex Shels), Jimmy Kelly, Tom O’Reilly and Davy McArdle were on first team duty. Shay 
Keogh, formerly of Shamrock Rovers, came on board in early September and became a utility man. 
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During the Shield campaign, Kevin Byrne replaced Frank Reynolds on the wing and became a regular, 
finishing the year with 26 appearances. 

Up front, there was an embarrassment of riches with four retained players, all proven goal scorers— 
Hasty, Coleman, Munroe and Meldrum—now joined by Francie Callan, back after four years honing 
his skills in England. Francie marked his return with two goals against Sligo in the opening match at 
Oriel, and Hasty, Meldrum and Reynolds completed the scoring in a 5-0 City Cup win. St Pats, on a 
corner count, progressed in the next round. 

Two Southern losing visits, to Cork Hibernians and Waterford, opened the Shield campaign, to be 
followed by three straight wins and a flurry of goals. Losses to Dublin duo. Drums and Rovers, put an 
end to Shield prospects. Callan was scoring regularly, but there was little indication of what lay just 
ahead. Immediately following the Rovers loss, a win over Pats started an 8-game winning sequence, one 
better than the club record, set in the 1932-33 season. The games came in three competitions- the last 
four in the Shield, two Leinster Cup games against Bohs and Pats, and the opening two League 
matches (both by 4-1 against Hibs and Waterford). The eight wins had yielded 28 goals and with just 
18 games played, everybody was helping themselves—Meldrum 6; Hasty 8; Coleman and Munroe 9 
each; and Francie Callan was leading the way with 14 goals and was the country’s leading marksman. 

Cork Celtic halted the run, but it was then 
straight back with two more wins, against Bohs in 
the League and then a 6-1 pasting to Shels in the 
Leinster Cup semi final, where Hasty contributed a 
hat-trick. By now, the season goal count was 59 
from 21 games, a scoring rate unheard of since the 
free scoring 20s and 30s. The supporters were 
loving it. Oriel Park was jumping and 10 wins from the last 11 starts stoked expectations. 

When Shels reversed the Leinster Cup result four days later in the League by a single goal, it was 
just a setback, but when it turned out to be the beginning of a 6 match losing sequence, it was 
something else. 

Four of the losses, including the Leinster Cup final to Drums, were by single goals, and a mere two 

goals during the losing run told the whole story- the goals, and with them the whole season, had 

dried up. Compounding the problems, were serious injuries suffered by Jimmy Hasty and Liam 
Munroe in the Leinster Final against Drums—it was the middle of March before they both returned to 
first team duty. Nor did the transfer of Pat Davey to Coleraine before Christmas help the cause. Timmy 
Lyons took over the centre-half spot and Shay Keogh and Jimmy Kelly came back for regular duty. The 
final season acquisition came in February with the arrival of Dermot Cross. 

In the space of a month, the season was virtually over and it was only the first week in January. The 
defeat of Bohs on November 25th was the last time until the visit from bottom placed Transport on 
March 11 th, that the Carrick Road saw a victory. 

When Leo McDonagh headed the ball into his own net, after two minutes play, in Cork against 
Celtic in the Cup, it just about summed up the season. Two more goals, by Donal Leahy, saw Celtic 
coasting with a 3-0 interval lead. In a great comeback, the recently arrived Dermot Cross and then 
Francie Callan reduced arrears to the minimum and made for a grandstand finish. Only a great display 
by keeper Kevin Blount kept the home side in front and finish 3-2 winners. The year concluded with 
participation in the North South Cup and an aggregate 4-3 loss at the hands of Glenavon. 

The season was over shadowed by the sudden death of the club’s Vice-Chairman and popular 
committee member. Jack Flanagan, while on club duty with the team for the League visit to Waterford 
on January 28th, 1962. First elected to the Management Committee in 1943, Jack was Vice-Chairman 
for five seasons (1947-48 to 1951-52), becoming Chairman for the 1952-53 year. At the time of his 
death, he was Vice-Chairman—^Jim Malone was Chairman. 


Leinster Cup 


1961-62 

Bohemians 

N 2-2 

Meldrum, Callan 

Bohemians 

N 4-3 

Callan, Coleman. Munroe, McArdle 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 4-3 

2 Callan, Coleman. Meldrum 

Shelbourne 

Drumcondra 

N 6-1 

N 0-1 

3 Hasty, Munroe, Harte, Murphy 
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Arising from the departure of Jimmy Devlin to America in October and the death of Jack Flanagan, 
there were two co-options to the Management Committee, Paddy McCourt and George Whitmarsh. 

Shortly after the season closed, rumours of a cutback in the League were confirmed at the June 
AGM of the League, when the clubs decided to reduce the number of clubs to ten, excluding the 
bottom two in the season’s table, Sligo Rovers and Transport. In the 33 League and Shield games, the 
two clubs had managed only three wins between them. There was much regret expressed locally at the 
downgrading of Sligo and a general feeling of “there but for the grace of God go Dundalk”, and 
certainly a similar reduction in the 50s would have included Dundalk as one the relegation candidates. 

The loss on the year was contained to £135, thanks to a fee of £750 received from Coleraine for the 
December transfer of Pat Davey. At the AGM, the members expressed strong criticism of the retrograde 
decision to reduce the number of League teams, and particularly the demotion of Sligo Rovers. Votes of 
sympathy were passed at the deaths of three great club servants, Jack Flanagan, Paddy Casey and Phil 
Morgan. 


Leo McDonagh 

At the end of the season after 12 years with the club, Leo McDonagh 
was released. In the 1961-62 season, Liam Munroe and Leo were late 
signings—Leo’s only coming in early October when all attempts to fill his 
right-half slot had failed. On his return, the man from the ‘Democrat’ left 
no doubt as to his views. 

“Once again, as in the case of Robinson and Noonan last season, 
and Munroe this season, we were taught that the old and tried 
should not be discarded until the new and promising have 
fulfilled their promise. McDonagh not only proved he was fit, but 
that he could still produce the old medicine and that he could 
stay. 



In the autumn of 1950, he came from Ringsend CYMS and, after 
impressing on the ‘B’ team, he was promoted in December, scoring in 
each of his first two Senior games against Bohemian and 
Transport. Retained for the St Stephen’s Day Leinster Cup final 
against St Patricks, he scored in the 2-1 victory, the club’s first 
Leinster Cup win. 

He immediately became a fixture on the team, and he 
remained so until his departure at end of the 1961-62 season. 

His right side partnership with Johnny Fearon and Paddy Gavin 
made a major contribution to the successful 1952 campaign, also 
scoring twice in the memorable 6-4 semi-final win over 
Waterford. Only he and Joe Ralph were still around for the 1958 
Cup win, with Leo featuring in a great half-line along with 
Johnny Robinson and Shay Noonan. Along the way he picked 
up three caps with the League of Ireland team. 

In 12 seasons, he rarely missed a game, making almost 400 


Leo McDonagh 


Leo McDonagh 

12 SEASONS 1950-51 TO 1961-62 


Appearances 

385 

(Est.) 

Goals 

68 


Honours 

Wins 

RUp 

FAI Cup 

2 


Leinster Cup 

2 

2 

Pres. Cup 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

3 


3 League of Ireland Representative appearances. 

Leo is the only Dundalk player to score in 12 succes¬ 
sive years. He is also the joint holder of the record for 
most goals (4) by a Dundalk player in a League game. 


appearances and scoring 68 goals. One of the most popular players to wear the ‘White and Black’, he 
has the rare distinction of scoring at least one goal in 12 successive seasons. For the 1962-63 year, he 
linked up with the demoted Transport, scoring on his debut and helping them qualify for the FAI 
Cup—and scoring again in the second round draw against Limerick. 
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Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH LSC 

AO 

Callan, Francie 

20 : 

5 

1 ^ 

7 : 

4 

3 

Hasty, Jimmy 

16 

8 


4 

3 : 

1 

Coleman, Willie 

14: 

7 


5: 

2 


Munroe, Liam 

11; 

2 


7 

2 


Harte. Ted 

7; 

4 


1 

1 

1 

Meldrum, Victor 

7: 

3 


1 

2 ; 

1 

Murphy John 

7; 

6 



1; 


Cross. Dermot 

5: 

3 

1 



1 

Byrne, Kevin 

2; 

2 





McDonagh, Leo 

2: 

2 





McArdle. Davy 

2: 



1 

1 


Reynolds 

1 ; 





1 

o.g. 

L 





1 

Total 

95 

42 

2 

26 

16 

9 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home; 

11 

5 

2 

4^ 

23 ' 

12 


League Away: 

11 

3 

3^ 

5: 

19 : 

24 


League Total; 

22 

8 

5^ 

9^ 

42 

36 

8th 

FAI Cup 

1 

0 

0: 

1; 

2^ 

3 

IstR 

Shield 

11 

7 

0: 

4 

26: 

14 

5th 

CityCup-KO ; 

2 

1 

0 ; 

1 ; 

6: 

1 

2ndR 

Leinster Cup ; 

5 

3 

1; 

1; 

16: 

10 

RU 

NS Cup 

2 

0 

1: 

1: 

3: 

4 


Total 

43 

19 

7 

17 

95 

68 



- 1962-63 - 

Chairman: Jim Malone. Vice Chairman: BO’H Kennedy. Secretary And League Delegate: Joe 
McGrath. Treasurer and FAI Delegate: George Ware. Committee: Peadar Halpin, Jack Kieran, Paddy 
McCourt, Jack Fitzgerald, Peter Kieran, George Whitmarsh. All ten members of the Management 
Committee were responsible for team selection. Trainer: Gerry McCourt. Assistant Trainer: Mickey 
Fox. Coaching: Colm Bellew and Shay Noonan. PT Instructor: Joe Enright. Paddy McCourt was the 
Groundsman Instructor and Joe Black was Groundsman. 

Nobody could remember when Dundalk had last won the League Championship—nobody, that is, 
except three who were still in harness, Gerry McCourt, captain of the 1932-33 team and now team 
trainer, and committee members, Paedar Halpin and Joe McGrath. 

There were two friendly games away to Northern Ireland opposition in early August—against 
Coleraine (lost 4-0) and Ards (3-1 win) and these paved the way for an opening day 3-2 win against St 
Patricks Athletic in a new competition, the P J Casey Memorial Cup. 

With only ten teams in the League, this new competition was introduced to open the season. 
Played in two sections, with the top two in each section qualifying for a knock-out, it was commemo¬ 
rating Paddy Casey and there was no better way to celebrate Dundalk’s most illustrious soccer adminis¬ 
trator than to open with a three match unbeaten sequence, which included a 4-1 win over Shamrock 
Rovers at Dalymount. A number of newcomers featured, including Tommy Rowe, Stan Pownall and 
Billy Kennedy, all ex-Drumcondra, Leo O’Reilly and local boy Davy McArdle getting an extended run. 

In the last section game Leo O’Reilly scored a hat-trick against 
Drums at Tolka, but it wasn’t enough—the home team scored five 
to take the section honours and Dundalk qualified as runners-up. A 
1-0 semi final win over Waterford brought Dundalk and Drums 
back together in the final, when the Tolka side again prevailed, this 
time on a 3-0 score, to become the first, and only, winners of the 
Casey Cup with Sam Prole’s son, Roy, lining out at left-half 

The first day defence and mid-field line out—Barron, Murphy, 

McKeown, Rowe, Lyons, and Harte—remained the same all season, 
changing only to allow for injury, when utility man Leo O’Reilly provided cover. Another new man, 
Joe Menary ex-Portadown, was also used early season. Candidates for the forward positions included 
Davy McArdle, Dermot Cross, Billy Kennedy, Francie Callan, Jimmy Hasty, Stan Pownall and play- 


CASEY CUP 



1962-63 

St. Patrick's A 

H 

3-2 

2 O'Reilly Hasty 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

Cross 

Shamrock R'rs 

N 

4-1 

Callan, Pownall, 
O'Reilly Cross 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-5 

3 O'Reilly 

Waterford 

N 

1-0 

Callan 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-3 
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anywhere Leo O’Reilly. A couple of weeks into the season, another forward was added, Jimmy Gaynor, 
ex-Shamrock Rovers, who had spent seven seasons in the English Leagues with Ipswich and Aldershot. 

The Leinster Cup match against Workmans Club, in the middle of November, threw up the last 
addition to the payroll and rounded out the choice of forwards. The performance of Jimmy Redmond 
(ex-Cork Hibernians and St Patrick’s) was enough, and he was promptly signed. 

During the Shield, the defence took a mauling from Waterford in a 7-2 Oriel rout, but it was in the 
absence of Murphy and Lyons (on Amateur International duty in the company of Davy McArdle) with 
Rowe and Harte also absent. Gerry Callan and Ken Smith got first team call-ups for this game. On the 
Sunday before the League got under way, a 2-2 draw against Cork Hibs at Oriel, sent the visitors 
through to the next round of the City Cup, on a two-leg aggregate score of 4-3. At this stage, 18 games 
had yielded two goals per game, coming from Hasty (7); O’Reilly (7); Callan (6) and three each from 
Cross, Kennedy, Menary and Murphy. 

First day League opponents, the defending champions Cork Celtic, had shared second place in the 
Shield with Dundalk, a long way behind runaway winners Shamrock Rovers. Celtic possessed the most 
lethal strike partnership in the League’s history in Donal Leahy and Austin Noonan, who, between 
them had accounted for over 200 League goals alone in the previous six seasons. For Dundalk, there 
were no complaints about the away form (only Limerick had taken full points away from home in the 
Shield), but poor home displays had resulted in dwindling gates and the match day programme editor 
was warning, “Unless they (the team) do something about it, serious repercussions may be felt later 
on”!! 


November 25th (H) Win v. Cork Celtic 2-1 (Callan, Cross) 

Barron, Murphy, McKeown, Rowe, Lyons, Harte, Redmond, Cross, Hasty, Callan, Pownall. The 
team took heed of the warning, and repeated their Shield victory over Celtic. Man of the match, 
Francie Callan, opened the scoring in the 17th minute, after Hasty and Cross did the spadework. 
Dundalk’s defence was the more active, especially against the very dangerous Austin Noonan—one 40- 
yard effort was just saved by Barron at the expense of a corner. Celtic’s wing-halves, McCarthy and 
Cowhie dominated the second period and it was no surprise when Donal Leahy equalised. But within a 
minute, Patsy McKeown broke up field, switched to Cross, whose first timer got the winner. The 
defence hung on against heavy Celtic pounding. 


December 2nd (A) Win v, Waterford3'2 (ogy PownalU Hasty) 

Leo O’Reilly and Davy McArdle took the place of flu victims, Callan and McKeown, and both gave 
displays that did not weaken the team. Waterford, coming off a 6-3 win over Pats, were a goal up from 
Mick Lynch at the break. Fifteen minutes into the second half, Davy McArdle’s cross was turned into 
the net by a defender and six minutes later, Pownall, from a long way out, put the visitors ahead. In a 
cracker of a game, Paul Fitzgerald equalised. Both sides got chances, but it was Hasty who got the 
winner, two minutes from time, after O’Reilly engineered the opening. An excellent defensive display, 
with Lyons giving little rope to Jack Fitzgerald. An important win, against an in-form team. 


December 9th (H) Win v. Drumcondra 5-2 (2 Hasty, 2 Redmond, Callan) 

A thriller and Dundalk’s best display so far in the season. Drums had earlier created a bit of history 
becoming the first Irish club to win a European tie, defeating Odense (Denmark) by 6-5 on aggregate 
in the Fairs Cup. And it took a huge effort to recover from two early Sonny Rice goals, followed by a 
penalty miss by John Murphy. In the dying seconds of the first half. Hasty got one back, after Eamon 
Darcy charged down a Redmond piledriver. After the break, Dundalk ran through the Drums 
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defence—Redmond equalising within a minute and Callan putting the home team ahead after 20 
minutes. Redmond and Hasty completed the rout. This was Hastys game—he scored two and made 
the other three. Rowe and Harte ran the midfield. A couple of days later. Drums took on the mighty 
Bayern Munich atTolka Park in their second leg match and notched up a 1-0 win, but this not enough 
to overturn their 6-0 away loss in the first leg. 


December I6th (A) Draw v. St, Patricks Ath, 2-2 (Hasty, Cross) 

An injury to Stan Pownall after ten minutes left him a passenger and made this a hard battle from 
early on. Pats led twice, but a battling performance earned a point. The defence had to work overtime, 
carrying the burden of a man short and the forwards made full use of their opportunities. A solid all¬ 
round team performance, with Callans delightful dribble setting up the first for Hasty, who himself 
supplied Cross for the second. 

December 23rd (H) Win v, Shelboume 2-1 (Kennedy, Hasty) 

A few days earlier, Shels had progressed in the Leinster Cup after a 2-2 result, on a better corner 
count. The biggest crowd of the year saw a thriller, with Dundalk again having to come from behind in 
a storming second half and might have won by more. Rowe and Harte laid the foundation, while 
Callan and Cross took the honours up front with a great display of inside forward play. Shels, through 
Eric Barber, were ahead inside ten minutes. Dundalk created plenty of chances, but it was ten minutes 
into the second half before Kennedy scored and almost immediately afterwards came a brilliantly 
worked winner— Callan went to the end line and Hasty finished the cross. An excellent performance 
against a strong Shels team 

December 30th (A) Shamrock Rovers Cancelled 

Countrywide snow, frost and blizzards wrecked the complete League programme. There was a 
surprise when the Rovers reserve team turned up at Oriel Park and a hasty effort was made to gather 
together a Dundalk side. The Democrat reported that only three people attended the game—a 
Dundalk committeeman, a Pressman and one spectator! 

January 6th (H) Win v, Limerick 3- 0 (2 Cross, Hasty) 

Against a defence that had conceded just four goals in five games, a great opening half hour saw 
Dundalk three up. Cross was the outstanding figure and should have been credited with a hat-trick, but 
the overall team effort in the opening period was the main feature. Afterwards, the young Limerick 
team took over, but a resolute defence gave nothing away and Barron dealt comfortably with anything 
that got by the dominant back line of Lyons, Murphy and McKeown. This victory saw Dundalk go two 
points clear at the top of the League, after main rivals Cork Hibernians dropped a point to Pats. 

January 13th (A) Loss v, Cork Hibernians 1- 0 

A bone-hard pitch, two strong defences and two excellent keepers, Brohan and Barron, kept this 
game scoreless for 89 minutes, before a ground attendance record of 12,000 (receipts £757). Finally, 
Pat O’Callaghan headed home a Tommy Eglinton corner, in spite of Patsy McKeown’s valiant effort, 
leaving the two teams tied on eleven points and Waterford on nine, with a game in hand. The plaudits 
went to 135 Dundalk supporters—owing to the main line to Dublin being closed for repairs, they had 
to take a bus to Dublin, where they joined the Cork train. 






January 20th (H) Win v, Bohemian 5-1 (3 O^Reillyy Crossy Callan) 

Leo O’Reilly came in for the weather-bound Hasty and hit a hat-trick, on a day when only one 
other League game was completed, Cork Hibs losing to Shels. Oriel Park was under snow, three inches 
deep in the corners, but it couldn’t disguise a class performance, with all five forwards, and the wing 
halves in close support, creating plenty of chances. Man-of-the-match was attack leader, Leo O’Reilly, 
and Francie Callan had a hand in all the goals. 

January 27th (A) Draw v. Cork Celtic 2-2 (Hastyy Cross) 

Turner’s Cross was jammed with gate receipts of £568. In the last minute absence of Francie Callan 
and Jimmy Redmond from the selected team, Leo O’Reilly and Davy McArdle were again called upon 
and both played their part in taking home a point from the Cork venue, where Celtic went undefeated 
in the League. Dundalk led twice, but had to withstand considerable home team pressure for the last 
half hour. Heroic defending, especially by Murphy, McKeown and Lyons, rode out the storm, but this 
was a first class team effort, earning an important away point. 

The table now read: Dundalk 14 points. (Played 9); Hibs 13 (from 9); Waterford 11 (7); 
Drumcondra 9 (7). 


February 3rd (H) Draw v. Waterford 2-2 (Hastyy Lyons) 

To date, Waterford’s only defeat was against Dundalk in the first series Kilcohan Park fixture. In 
their seven fixtures, they had scored 26 goals, and Mick Lynch had 18 season goals to his credit. On a 
frozen surface, the home ploy of close passing was the wrong tactic and Waterford’s more direct style 
paid dividends, with two goals inside 20 minutes. Waterford continued to dominate and John 
Murphy’s injury and departure with 20 minutes remaining seemed to end any prospects of saving 
something. “You wouldn’t have taken 50-1 on Dundalk’s chances with ten minutes remaining” and 
hundreds of supporters were on their way home when the home side staged an amazing recovery. Five 
minutes from full-time. Hasty prodded through after a deflection. In the last minute, Callan’s persis¬ 
tence won a corner, and he sent a high ball into a crowded goalmouth—Lyons got to it first. The ten 
men had fashioned the unlikeliest of draws—never had a result looked more open-and-shut and like 
the Celtic result the previous week, would prove crucial. 

February 10th (A) Draw v, Drumcondra 0-0 

When news came through afterwards, that Hibs had lost to Shamrock Rovers and Waterford to Shels, 
the importance of this point, which kept Drums at bay, became clear. John Murphy’s absence saw 
O’Reilly at right-half and the rest of the defence was shuffled to accommodate him. No goals, but a game 
full of incident, and played with intensity and speed. McKeown put Maxie McCann ‘in his box’, Lyons 
had another of his ‘cool, confident games’, O’Reilly proved himself the ‘most useful utility man the club 
had seen in many years’, and Rowe had ‘one of his most successful games since coming to Dundalk’. 

February 17th FAI Cup (H) Win v. Waterford 2-0 (Hasty, Redmond) 

An attendance of 6,500, (gate £526), including a big visiting contingent, saw a game that did not 
live up to the traditional Cup fare between these two clubs. Dundalk had most of the play, with O’Reilly 
in top form, but failed to convert their first period chances. Two goals in quick succession, early after the 
break, were enough to see off a gallant Waterford, who never gave up the chase, but floundered on a first 
class defence. Callan’s foraging. Hasty’s keenness, the brilliant dribbling of Cross, and the skilled play of 
wingers Redmond and Kennedy all caught the eye of the Democrat. The only reservations were 
expressed about the wingers, “if they had speed, they would be the best wingers in the country”. 
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February 24th (H) Win v. St Patricks Athletic 4-1 
(2 McArdle, Rowe, Callan) 

Jimmy Redmond took time out to get married and Davy McArdle 
grabbed his chance to score twice. But the scoreline was misleading. 
On the form, this one looked in the bag and on the amount of 
Dundalk possession, the two points should have been delivered long 
before Pat’s took a surprise lead, ten minutes into the second half. 
Within a minute, Davy McArdle cancelled this one, but it took three 
late goals to secure victory, which territorially should have come much 
earlier. A potential wobble that improved the League position when 
Hibs lost their local derby to Celtic. 



March 3rd (A) Loss v, Shels 1-2 (Hasty) 

Patsy McKeown’s curling centre and Jimmy Hasty’s finish, after 
three minutes, was, the perfect start, but that ended the good news. A 
fifteen-minute spell of Shel’s dominance brought goals from Hannigan 
and Hennessy, and there was no comeback this time. An ill-at-ease 
defence, below par performances by the halves and a poor forward display, began 
to raise question marks and a recall of the most recent late season failures when 
promising League positions had been frittered away. Six teams now had genuine 
title hopes. 

March 10th FAI Cup (H) Loss v. Cork Hibernians 1-2 (Hasty) 

“A low-grade show that didn’t deserve better” was the Democrat’s verdict. A 
near capacity 6,000 (£524) got little to enthuse over in the home display. Hibs, playing with the hill, 
were deserving of their 1-0 half-time lead. Hasty got one back, but the cheers hadn’t died when 
Eglinton let fly from an acute angle to settle the affair. Dundalk battled hard, but to no avail. 


Davy McArdle 


Played Points 

Dundalk 

13 18 

Drums 

12 16 

Cork Hibs 

13 15 

Waterford 

11 14 

Shelbourne 

12 14 

Cork Celtic 

10 11 


March 17th (H) Loss v. Shamrock Rovers 1-3 (Redmond) 

The third successive defeat and the despondent Democrat spared no one “I saw few Dundalk 
players to entirely please me...the attack has gone ragged and dejected in the last few weeks....even the 
defence, once our pride and joy, share in the blame...” Dundalk had the better of the first half hour 
exchanges, but after Rovers took the lead it became an uphill battle and 15 minutes after the break. 
Rovers put the issue beyond doubt. It was time for changes and O’Reilly and Kennedy were restored in 
place of Hasty and Cross for the trip to the Markets Field. 

March 24th (A) Win v. Limerick 2-0 (Redmondy Callan) 

A crucial result with the huge bonus of the other weekend results—Drums lost to Shamrock Rovers; 
Shels and Celtic played a scoreless draw and Waterford dropped a point to bottom-of-the-table Bohs. 
The Democrat described Francie Callan’s clinching goal as “what must have been one of the best ever 
seen at Markets Field” when he hit Pownall’s cross from around the penalty spot “like the speed of light”. 


March 27th (A) Draw v. Shamrock Rovers 1-1 (o.g.) 

The weather-cancelled December 30th fixture was played at Dalymount Park and provided further 
evidence of the team’s battling qualities, with a complete reversal of the form shown in the home fixture 
only ten days earlier. The finishing line was looming ever closer and there was no room for error. 
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March 31st (H) Win v. Cork Hibernians 2-0 (O'Reilly, Redmond). 

Oriel Park’s last League match of the season had Cup conquerors and Cup semi-finalists, Cork 
Hibernians, with a powerful selection—not a match for the fainthearted. In five encounters, Dundalk 
had failed to chalk up a single victory over Hibs, but Leo O’Reilly’s fifth minute goal, settled a few 
nerves. Seven minutes before the half-time whistle, Kennedy was again the provider and after Francie 
Callan’s sliced effort, Jimmy Redmond forced the ball over the line. Lyons, Murphy and McKeown gave 
nothing away; Barron dealt with everything that came through; the wing-halves were sound; O’Reilly 
collected and distributed the ball effectively; Kennedy and Pownall worked well in combination. All 
contributed to a priceless two points, and the remaining weekend results were all favourable— 
Waterford lost to Celtic and Dublin rivals, Shels and Drums, settled for a 2-2 draw. 

On the following Wednesday, Drums maintained their position by winning 
against St. Pat’s, leaving a tabletop full of possibilities. Unbelievably, it was into 
April and five teams still had genuine title hopes. 

For Dundalk, the issues were clear—a win in the last match would mean a 
4-point gap over Drums, who would require two wins from their remaining 
games to tie, while a draw would bring Shelbourne and Celtic back into the 
reckoning. A last day loss was unthinkable. 



Played Points 

Max 

Dundalk 

17 

23 

Points 

25 

Drums 

16 

21 

25 

Shels 

15 

18 

24 

Waterford 

15 

17 

23 

Celtic 

14 

16 

24 


April 4th (A) Bohemians 

Ten busloads of supporters, hundreds of cars and anyone with even the remotest Dundalk connec¬ 
tion, headed for Dalymount Park on a rain and hail lashed evening expecting to see a bit of history. 
They witnessed a game that had a Cup-tie atmosphere, and the formbook turned upside down, when 
Bohs, with just one win to their credit, played as if they were the team heading for the Championship. 
When they scored their second goal with fifteen minutes remaining, the dreams of filling the 30-year 
gap lay shattered in the Phibsboro mud. Even when Jimmy Kennedy scored in the 87th minute, it 
seemed a case of too little, too late. Then in the dying seconds, Stan Pownall scampered down the wing 
and sent over a glorious centre “Callan appeared to be nowhere near the ball but he somehow 
summoned up his last reserves of energy, rose magnificently and headed in a golden goal to equalise on 
the very last second of playing time”. 

Would it be good enough? There was much nail-biting and radio-listening over the next week as 
the season’s fixture backlog was cleared. 

April 6th Celtic defeat St Patrick’s Athletic to keep their chances alive. 

April 7th Drums crash out of the hunt after losing 3-1 in Waterford, leaving only Shels and Cork 
Celtic. 

April 9th Second from bottom St Pat’s put an end to Shelbourne’s hopes with a 2-1 victory. 

April 10th The long wait is over when news comes in of the goalless draw at Milltown between 
Rovers and Celtic, and the realisation that Francie Callan’s Golden Goal at Dalymount had secured the 
second championship flag after a gap of thirty years. 

The League title was a triumph for team effort, with the thinnest squad imaginable—a keeper, five 
defenders, seven forwards and one utility player. The ability to come from behind and salvage points 
from seemingly impossible positions, especially away from home, was a crucial feature of this squad’s 
make-up. Built on a superb defence, the Murphy-McKeown-Lyons axis saw off some of the finest 
forward combinations of the era, in front of a confidant Christy 
Barron. Rowe and Harte combined the best in wing-half play, gritty 
defenders one moment and switching in the next to link up with 
Callan and Cross in some of the best close passing football ever seen 
in a Dundalk team. More than anything else, this was one of the 


League 62-63 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Dundalk 

9 

6 

3 

39 

23 

24 

Waterford 

10 

3 

5 

50 

37 

23 

Drumcondra 

10 

3 

5 

33 

27 

23 

Cork Celtic 

6 

9 

3 

33 

22 

21 
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best ‘football’ teams to grace Oriel Park, with four wingers, Jimmy Redmond, Davy McArdle, Stan 
Pownall and Billy Kennedy in the traditional mode, who always kept defences guessing. In the middle. 
Hasty was getting the service his talents needed, and the interplay between himself, Callan and Cross 
produced some vintage play and superbly worked goals. Last, but by no means least, the ability of Leo 
O’Reilly to fill gaps wherever they occurred, without any appearance of change, was crucial. 

It was almost four weeks before the top four Cup semi-final against Drums at Dalymount, the sixth 
clash between the sides, and the Tolka Park side came out on top by a single goal, going on to defeat 
Cork Celtic in the final after a replay. 

The last home match against Cork Hibernians had been on March 31st, and it was a full two 
months before supporters got the opportunity of seeing their heroes again, for the visit of Scottish Cup 
finalists, Celtic, who attracted a large attendance with many travelling from Northern Ireland for the 
first game of their Irish tour. Three up inside the first fifteen minutes, with the third goal coming from 
Bobby Murdoch, Celtic were coasting and five minutes after the interval they made it 4-0. But inspired 
by Dermot Cross, Dundalk fought back and began to match their illustrious rivals and with fifteen 
minutes left had reduced the deficit to 4-3, with 2 goals from Cross and one from Hasty. As a result of 
a brilliant display of goalkeeping, Christy Barron shared the match honours with Dermot Cross, while 
Leo O’Reilly and Ted Harte stood out in a scintillating second half performance by the home team. 

Before the official celebrations, came the sad announcement of the sudden death of Colm Bellew 
while playing in a junior game at St Joseph’s Park. A key member of the coaching staff, his death came 
as a shock to all soccer followers. He had been a regular for a number of seasons on the reserve team. 
Universally liked, he had completed a coaching and training course 
and, in his capacity as club coach, had contributed significantly to the 
development of local youth talent and took a special interest in the 
Minor League. He was a fluent Irish speaker and had initiated the use 
of Irish language features in the match day programme in the 1950s. 

At the later celebrations his medal was presented to his sister, Briege. 

300 supporters joined in the victory dinner at Ballymacscanlon 
Hotel in June, when the Cup and medals were presented, and the 
League Chairman, Mr E J Kettle, also presented Gold Medals to the 
club’s League representative, Joe McGrath and to Chairman Jim 
Malone. Replying to the toast of Dundalk FC, proposed by Peadar 
Halpin, Joe McKinley, Managing Director of P J Carroll and Co, 
made the surprise announcement that his company had decided to 
guarantee the club against loss in its first European venture. He 
expressed the hope “that both at home and abroad in the time to come 
the team would add further lustre to the name of Dundalk”. The 
significance of this gesture became evident later in the summer when 
the European Cup draw paired Dundalk against the Swiss champions, 

Zurich FC. 

• Representative Honours on March 18th at Dublin v. Irish League (Lost 1-3). 

League of Ireland. P. McKeown. 

• Amateur Internationals:- 

Sept 16th at Dalymount v. England (2-2): Murphy, Lyons and McArdle. 

May 15th at Bishop Aucklands v. Scotland (lost 1-5), Murphy, McKeown. 

May 18th at Blyth v. Switzerland (2-2), Murphy and McKeown. 

May 20th at Carlisle v. Italy (Lost 0-2), Murphy, McKeown and Lyons. 



Colm Bellew 











1962-63 LEAGUE WINNERS 

Back: Stan Pownall (Inset), George Whitmarsh, Jack Kieran, Paddy McCourt, Peter Kieran, 
Peadar Halpin, Leo O’Reilly (Inset). 

Middle:]oQ McGrath (Sec,), Shay Noonan (Coach), Tommy Rowe, Billy Kennedy, jimmy Hasty, 
Christy Barron, Dermot Cross, Timmy Lyons, Gerry McCourt (Trainer), George Ware (Treas.). 
Front: B O’H Kennedy (Vice-Chrmn.), Francie Callan, Patsy McKeown, John Murphy (Capt.), 
Ted Harte, Davy McArdle, Jim Malone (Chairman). 

THE CLASS OF ’63 AT THEIR ORIEL PARK REUNION IN SEPTEMBER 2003. 

Back: Timmy Lyons, Tommy Rowe, Christy Barron, Leo O’Reilly, Francie Callan, Eamon Pownall 
(brother of the late Stan), Shay Noonan, Paddy McCourt. 

Front: ]\mmy Redmond, Ted Harte, Billy Kennedy, John Murphy, Patsy McKeown, Davy McArdle. 
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League Champions 1962-63 


The League Games 

1 Cork Celtic 

H 

2 - 1 

Callan, Cross 

2 Waterford 

A 

3 - 2 

Pownall, Hasty o.g. 

3 Drumcondra 

H 

5 - 2 

Hasty (2), Callan. Redmond (2) 

4 St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2 - 2 

Hasty, Cross 

5 Shelbourne 

H 

2 - 1 

Kennedy Hasty 

6 Limerick 

H 

3 - 0 

Cross (2), Hasty 

7 Cork Hibernian 

A 

0 - 1 


8 Bohemians 

H 

5 - 1 

O'Reilly (3). Cross. Callan 

9 Cork Celtic 

A 

2 - 2 

Hasty. Cross 

10 Waterford 

H 

2 - 2 

Hasty, Lyons 

11 Drumcondra 

A 

0 - 0 


12 St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

4 - 1 

McArdle (2), Rowe, Callan 

13 Shelbourne 

A 

1 - 2 

Hasty 

14 Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1 - 3 

Redmond 

15 Limerick 

A 

2 - 0 

Redmond. Callan 

16 Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1 - 1 

o.g. 

17 Cork Hibernian 

H 

2 - 0 

O'Reilly Redmond 

18 Bohemians 

A 

2 - 2 

Kennedy Callan 



Captain John Murphy, Chairman Jim Malone and League President Andy 
Kettle with the Championship trophy 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pnts 

Dundalk 

18 

9 

6 

3 

39 

23 

24 

Waterford 

18 

10 

3 

5 

50 

37 

23 

Drumcondra 

18 

10 

3 

5 

33 

27 

23 

Cork Celtic 

18 

6 

9 

3 

33 

22 

21 

Shamrock Rovers 

18 

7 

5 

6 

36 

25 

19 

Cork Hibernians 

18 

7 

4 

7 

22 

25 

18 

Shelbourne 

18 

7 

4 

7 

29 

35 

18 

Limerick 

18 

5 

3 

10 

22 

30 

13 

St. Patrick’s Athletic 

18 

4 

5 

9 

23 

47 

13 

Bohemians 

18 

1 

6 

11 

19 

35 

8 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F A 


League Home 

9' 

7 

1 

1 

26 11 


League Away 

9 

2: 

5 

2 

13; 12 


League Total 

18 

9 

6 

3i 

39:23 

WIN 

FAI Cup 

2 

1 

0 

1; 

3; 2 

2ndR 

Shield 

9; 

4 

2 

3; 

18; 19 

3rd 

CityCup-KO 

2 

0; 

1 

1 

3: 4 

IstR 

Leinster Cup 

2: 

1 

0 

1 

7 3 

SF 

Casey Cup 

6; 

3i 

1 

2 

12; 12 

RU 

Top Four Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 1 

SF 

Total 

40 

18 

10 

12 

82 64 



Goals 

TOT LGE 

FAI SHL 

AO 

Hasty. Jimmy 

19 

9 

2 

3 

5 

Callan, Francie 

12 

6 


4 

2 

O'Reilly Leo 

11 

4 


1 

6 

Cross. Dermot 

10 

6 


1 

3 

Redmond. Jim 

6 

5 

1 



Kennedy Billy 

5 

2 


2 

1 

McArdle. Davy 

: 3 

2 


1 


Pownall, Stan 

3 

1 



2 

Menary, Joe 

3 



1 

2 

Murphy. John 

3 



2 

1 

o.g. 

2 

2 




Rowe, Tommy 

2 

1 


1 


Lyons, Fimmy 

1 

1 




Gaynor, Jimmy 

1 



1 


Harte, Ted 

1 



1 


Total 

82 

39 

3 

18 

22 


Appearances 

LGE 

FAI 

AO 

TOT 

Barron. Christy 

18 

2 

20 

40 

McKeown, Patsy 

17 

2 

20 

39 

Callan. Francie 

16 

2 

18 

36 

Murphy, John 

16 

1 

19 

36 

Lyons, Timmy 

18 

2 

15 

35 

Kennedy, Billy 

13 

1 

18 

32 

Rowe. Tommy 

18 

2 

12 

32 

O'Reilly, Leo 

10 

^ 1 

20 

; 31 

Cross. Dermot 

14 

1 

: 14 

29 

Harte. Ted 

17 

2 

10 

; 29 

Hasty. Jimmy 

13 

2 

; 12 

27 

Pownall. Stan 

9 

1 

14 

; 24 

Redmond. Jim 

16 

2 

1 

: 19 

McArdle, Davy 

3 

1 

11 

; 15 

Menary. Joe 



9 

; 9 

Gaynor. Jimmy 



5 

; 5 

Callan, Gerry 



1 

1 

Smyth. Ken 



1 

1 
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• The reserve team played 28 games, winning ten and drawing two. Leading goalscorers; 11 
each M Carroll, Tommy Gaynor and Barry Lyons. 6 Joe Barnacle. 

• Domestic gate receipts for 17 home games totalled £3,662, an average of £215 per game. 
For the 15 away games the total receipts were £5,809, equivalent to £387 per game. The 
two League matches in Cork during January had combined gate takings of over £1,300. 

• Leading home gate Receipts- 


FAI Cup V. Waterford 

£527 

League v. Hibs 

£524 

Shield V. Sham. Rvrs. 

£389 

League v. Waterford 

£356. 

League v. Hibs 

£246 

League v. Pats 

£236. 


Friendly V. Glasgow C. £345. 

• Four hat-tricks were recorded 

2 from Leo O’Reilly. September 2nd v. Drums (Casey Cup) and January 20th v. Bohs 
(League). 

Francie Callan on October 7th v. Shcls (Shield), and Jimmy Hasty on November 14th v. 
Workmans Club in the Leinster Senior Cup. 


P J Casey, 

Paddy Casey’s involvement in local soccer went back to the pre- 
First World War period when he lined out with the GNR. In 1919 he 
was Secretary of Dundalk Town, who in the absence of a Dundalk 
League were competing in the Newry and District League during the 
1918-19 season. Because of high travel costs, the club ran up a large 
deficit and at the beginning of the following year the club’s officers 
initiated discussions with other local teams to form a local league. The 
result was the revival of the Dundalk and District League and Paddy 
Casey, one of the prime movers, became its first Secretary. In 1927, he 
was elected Chairman of the League. 

Shortly after the election of the GNR club to membership of the 
Free State League, Paddy became a member of the club’s Management 
Committee, and took on the duties of the club’s League representative. 

In 1932, he was elected President of the League, the first Dundalk 
man to be so honoured. Later he was appointed Hon. Treasurer of the League, a position he retained 
until his death in 1961—a period of over 25 years. 

Through his influence ‘Casey’s Field’ on the Carrick Road had been used for local football from the 
early 1920s, in particular during the formative years of the Dundalk Minor League. When the Dundalk 
club decided in 1936 to develop their own grounds, his co-operation in arranging extremely generous 
terms for a lease on Casey’s Field (retitled Oriel Park) was crucial. In addition, he used his position 
within the FAI to secure the necessary loans, on very favourable terms, which were required to 
undertake the development work in the original Oriel Park. 

He had specific responsibilities for organising all details of the Irish International teams travelling 
arrangements and travelled extensively with them on its foreign trips. His genial personality and sound 
commonsense played a very big part in gaining friends for Ireland amongst the European Soccer 
community. A strong advocate of developing good relations between the two Irish Football 
Associations, he played a key role in closing the breach and ending the ‘cold war’ between North and 
South in Soccer affairs during the 1930s. 
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Again in 1946 he played a key role in obtaining for the League of 
Ireland membership of the International Inter-League Board, regularis¬ 
ing transfer of players, putting an end to the ‘open door’ system and 
securing highly lucrative Inter League matches with the English and 
Scottish League teams. On several occasions he was appointed 
Chairman of this Board. 

His son, Des, followed his footsteps, progressing through the 
Dundalk Supporters, Club, the Dundalk FC Board, club secretary, the 
club’s League representative to become Hon. Treasurer of the League of 
Ireland, which body he represented on the FAI. In 1984, he was 
elected FAI President and in 1991 became the FAI’s Hon. Secretary, a 
position he retained until his retirement in 2002. 

1986 saw Des move to the International stage when he became a 
member of the UEFA Youth Committee, progressing to the UEFA 
Executive Committee in 1994 and was honoured with the prestigious 
role of Vice-President in 2000, stepping down on his retirement. Casey 

Paddy and Des Casey had almost 50 years combined service in the position of Hon. Treasurer of 
the League of Ireland and a continuous span of more then 80 years of family service to the game 
domestically and on the International scene. Neither of them ever forgot their roots and in whatever 
capacity they served, the Dundalk soccer community always knew that the Caseys had an open door 
and a sympathetic ear. 



- 1963-64 - 

Sligo Rovers were back and Drogheda United joined 
them in a restored 12-team League of Ireland. Joey 
Donnelly was in charge of Dundalk and he made a 
winning start, bringing home the President’s Cup, after 
defeating Shelbourne in mid-August in a 4-3 thriller, with 
the help of two newcomers, Mick Dalton (ex-Bohs) and 
Tommy Dunne (ex-Pats), the son of Joey’s old 
International team mate Jimmy. A few days later, a 4000 
crowd at Oriel Park saw its first local derby with Drogheda 
in the Dublin City Cup and this turned out to be another 
4-3 thriller, with the winner coming from Dermot Cross 
in the last five minutes and only after the home team had 
come from behind twice. 

Sligo were despatched in the next round, but Drums 
came out best in the semi-final. Before the European Cup 
match against Zurich, there were three Shield fixtures—a 
1-1 draw with Cork Celtic, a 2-0 win over Shels and the 
preparations were completed with another victory over 
Drogheda, thanks to a Billy Kennedy hat-trick. The bad 
news was an injury to Leo O’Reilly in the last few 
minutes, which knocked him out of the Zurich tie. 
However, a single loss in the opening seven games and 
plenty of goals, gave the optimists some hope that 


European League 
Champions Cup 

Isl Round • lot Leg 

^ DUNDALK 

Association Football Club 


Vorouo 

F.C. ZURICH 

(Switzerland) 


Datymount Park 

Dublin 

Wed., lUh Sept. 1963 


Offlclml Programme 
Price 6d. 


iV nn.iLiss 
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Dundalk might improve on the poor Irish record in the European Cup. Since Shamrock Rovers had led 
the way into Europe in 1958, only Drumcondra, in the Fairs Cup, had managed to secure a win over 
the two legs of a European competition. 

The Dalymount Park crowd for Dundalk’s debut on Wednesday September 11 th was estimated at 
23,000 (the official return of 17,000 was hotly disputed by Dundalk) and with the visitors playing in 
their normal white strip, Dundalk lined out in an unfamiliar red shirt and white shorts. Tommy Rowe 
made his season debut, in place of the injured O’Reilly, and the lineout read: Barron, Murphy, 
McKeown, Rowe, Lyons, Dalton, McArdle, Callan, Hasty, Cross, Kennedy. 

A fighting display by Dundalk was simply not enough against the sharper and fitter Swiss team, 
which withstood all the home team efforts and whose impregnable defence ensured that their keeper 
had only a few real testing shots. The first goal, after twenty minutes of ineffective pressure from 
Dundalk, highlighted the difference between the teams, when the visitors quick movements opened the 
defence. Dundalk also opened strongly after the break, but without effect and the visitors with an 
apparent minimum of effort, doubled their tally. A third goal, a quarter-of-an-hour before the end, 
finished the scoring. The defence earned the plaudits for sticking to their task with Tommy Rowe and 
Tim Lyons standing out, but the slowness of the Dundalk build-up, meant that the forwards rarely 
threatened a quality Zurich defence. 

There was no Euro hangover and two Shield victories followed—3-1 away to Pat’s and a few days 
before heading off to Zurich, a Jimmy Hasty hat-trick in a 6-2 rout of Bohemians. Nonetheless, the 
second leg tie appeared to be only a formality and the main objective was to prevent an embarrassing 
scoreline. Tim Lyons was injured and Leo O’Reilly took his place, while in the forwards, Stan Pownall 
lined out on the left wing and Billy Kennedy moved to the right wing, displacing Davy McArdle, who 
was nursing a sore ankle. This time round, the defence got the better of the Swiss forwards, with 
O’Reilly playing a key role, blocking the central route, and the two ftills had the measure of the home 
wingers. Dalton and Rowe combined their defensive duties with an effective link up with their inside 
forwards, Callan and Cross. Hasty ‘was in his most brilliant mood’ and having excited the Swiss fans in 
the pre-match publicity, he showed them how good he was, participating with Callan and Cross in 
some brilliant moves. Francie Callan supplied the first shock for the home fans when he converted a 
Hasty cross. They were dumb-founded when Jimmy made it 2-0 on the night and 2-3 in aggregate, and 
it turned to near horror when Jimmy created a great chance only to see his 15-yard strike come back off 
the crossbar. It took a late strike from Zurich to put the result beyond doubt on a 4-2 aggregate, but the 
honours went to a great Dundalk display that clocked up the first Irish win in an away tie in Europe 
and came agonisingly close to an historic first victory for an Irish club in the European Cup. 

A win over Waterford, maintained a top of the Shield position but three successive losses put paid 
to the prospects and Rovers finished in top spot, three points ahead of Dundalk, who took the runner- 
up medals. 

Jimmy Hasty’s good form continued and a hat-trick against 
Jacobs in the Leinster Cup brought his season tally after 18 games to 
14 goals before the League started. 

The League opened with an excellent 3-0 win away to Cork 
Celtic in deplorable weather conditions, and in spite of playing with 
ten men for the last twenty minutes after an injury to Leo O’Reilly, with Hasty contributing a brace of 
goals. This was the beginning of a nine game unbeaten run in the League (interrupted in the middle of 
the run with a 5-3 loss to Drums in the second round of the Leinster Cup). The first League Derby 
against Drogheda was at the Lourdes Stadium and Dundalk completed a hat-trick of wins with a 6-1 
victory and only a great display by Drogheda keeper Sean O’Brien prevented double figures been run 
up. The young Joe McGrath, who had made his debut at the end of the Shield, was in brilliant form. 


Shield 63-64 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Shamrock Rvrs 

9 

0 

2 

27 

8 

18 

Dundalk 

7 

1 

3 

24 

14 

15 

Waterford 

6 

2 

3 

30 

17 

14 





Ted Harte had returned from injury and Mick Dalton had moved to the right wing. Leo O’Reilly 
stayed at centre-half until Timmy Lyons returned from injury and then reverted to right-half 

Utility man, Leo O’Reilly, lined out at inside-forward in place of the injured Cross for the visit of 
Pat’s and became the hero with two goals, when Dundalk came off the floor in the last fifteen minutes 
to wipe out a two-goal deficit, the winner coming in the last minute. 

The eight League match brought the also unbeaten Shamrock Rovers to Oriel Park on January 5th 
and the record crowd (7500) paying record receipts (£640), witnessed a classic, between the two leading 
teams in the League. Rovers, who had already annexed three trophies, the Dublin City Cup, Leinster 
Cup and Shield, had dropped a point to Drogheda at Milltown on the previous weekend in a see-saw 
game that ended 5-5 and coming into the match Dundalk held a one point League advantage. After 25 
minutes, Frank O’Neill gave Rovers the lead and just before the break, Francie Callan converted from a 
penalty after Tommy Farrell handled a Callan cross. The second half was hardly a minute old when 
Dermot Cross hit a brilliant goal from 20 yards out, but shortly afterwards John Murphy also handled 
in the box—only this time Christy Barron got his finger tips to a Frank O’Neill penalty, conceding a 
corner-kick. It was end-to-end stuff for the remainder of the game and the last action saw John Keogh 
sent off, after a tackle on Barron. Unfortunately, a great occasion was marred at the final whistle when a 
group of enraged Rovers fans attacked the referee, Mr D Morgan, and linesman Pip Meighan. The 
Democrat described “the few Rovers supporters involved” as being incited by “a wisp of a lad who 
couldn’t swat a fly”. A loss by Limerick saw Dundalk take a three-point lead in the League table. 

Alas, at the Showgrounds on the following Sunday, Sligo ended Dundalk’s run, winning 1-0. 
Limerick and Cork Celtic were despatched at Oriel Park, but a poor display in a 3-1 loss away to 
Shels tightened the top of the table, with Rovers continuing their winning ways, having suffered that 
lone defeat at Oriel Park. Dundalk’s last League game before the first round Cup games was a 6-2 
walloping of Drogheda at Oriel, bringing the season tally against the newcomers in four games to 19 
goals. 

The Cup draw had thrown Shamrock Rovers and Dundalk together for what promised to be another 
classic, this time at Milltown. While Dundalk were preparing with the facile win over Drogheda, Rovers had 
travelled to Spain to take on the Spanish ‘B’ team and shipped a 7-2 loss, not the best preparation for a vital 
Cup-tie. 

‘Pulverised’, ‘Ignominious defeat’, ‘A bean-feast for the Rovers forwards, a seventh heaven for their 
supporters, and a pain in the neck for Dundalk’s—so described the Democrat after a brilliant Rovers display 
in a 7-0 thrashing. Jackie Mooney and Eddie Bailham scored hat-tricks, and Frank O’Neill had a field day in 
the absence of Patsy McKeown. Thousands of Dundalk supporters, in a gate of £1,500, had nowhere to hide. 

It came as no surprise when the shell-shocked Dundalk went down to St Pat’s on the following weekend 
to a lone goal and a promising season was fast disappearing. A scoreless draw at Oriel against bottom team, 

Bohs, just compounded the problems, but the team rallied and League hopes were maintained thanks to 
three consecutive wins, against Waterford (away 3-2), Cork Hibs (home 4-2), and Drumcondra (away 4-0). 

The key match was, again, against Rovers in a Dalymount tie that would determine the outcome of the title 
and in an exciting clash, Dundalk’s first half performance went some 
way to wipe out some of the memories of the Cup hammering. It was 
no surprise when Jimmy Hasty scored early in the second half— “this 
looked like retribution for the sins of the past”, —but a dubious Johnny 
Fullam equaliser was followed by two more from Paddy Ambrose to give 
Rovers the title on a 3-1 verdict. The teams for this title decider were; 

Rovers: Dunne; Keogh, Courtney; Nolan, Farrell, Fullam; O’Neill, Mooney, Bailham, Ambrose, Tuohy. 
Dundalk: Barron; Murphy, McKeown; Rowe, Lyons, Harte; Gillespie, Callan, Hasty, Cross, Kennedy. 

A last day 2-2 in Limerick just kept Dundalk in the runner-up spot, shading Limerick on goal average. 
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League 63-64 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Shamrock R 

14 

7 

1 

68 

27 

35 

Dundalk 

12 

6 

4 

49 

27 

30 

Limerick 

12 

6 

4 

46 

32 

30 








There was one last twist to the season. After Rovers added the FAI Cup to their bulging trophy 
cabinet, when defeating Cork Celtic in a replay, they were drawn against Dundalk in the Top Four 
Cup, at Tolka Park. A Jimmy Hasty goal in the first five minutes was the prelude to an absorbing game, 
in which both teams “fought like tigers” and Rovers got opportunities to equalise before the break but 
were thwarted by Barron. Within minutes of the restart, a Kennedy free-kick stretched Dundalk’s lead 
but furious Rovers assaults finally paid off in the 15th minute to cut the deficit to a single goal. Hasty 
responded immediately to restore a 2-goal lead. Minutes later, Jackie Mooney reduced arrears to the 
minimum to set up a pulsating final 25 minutes, during which Dundalk held out against a series of all 
out Rovers attacks. One of the greatest Milltown squads ever had finished the season with only two 
defeats in 46 domestic games—both to Dundalk—and an historic five trophies were resting at 
Glenmalure. 

After a replay, Dundalk lifted the Top Four Cup, defeating 
Limerick, with Joe McGrath setting up the two Dundalk goals 
for Hasty and Callan in the 2-0 victory and Patsy McKeown 
became the first Dundalk captain to receive the Independent 
Cup. McGrath had replaced Tom Kelledy, injured in the 0-0 
first tie. Jimmy Hasty’s goal brought his total to 35, his most productive season in his six years with 
Dundalk. His 18 League goals saw him share the leading league goalscorers title with Eddie Bailham 
and Johnny Kingston (Cork Hibernians), the first Dundalk player to do so since Eddie Carroll back in 
the 1928-29 season. 

The FAI Cup final and the Top Four competition saw the introduction of the rule to allow substi¬ 
tutes and the first use by Dundalk was in the Rovers Top Four game, when Leo O’Reilly replaced 
Dermot Cross late in the game. 

Winners of the President’s Cup on opening day—the excitement of the first European Cup game— 
the sensational win in Zurich—runners-up in the Shield—an opening 9-match unbeaten stretch in the 
League—new attendance records at Oriel Park—runners-up in the League—100 goals scored, with 
Jimmy Hasty at the top of his form—winners of the Top Four Cup—only one home loss in 18 
games...if only there hadn’t been that awful Cup hammering at the hands of Shamrock Rovers. 

Season Snippets 

• Four members of the Minor team were selected for Youth International trials, Tom Kelledy, 
Tom McConville, Stephen Maguire and Jim Smith, and Tom Kelledy was selected to play in 
a Youth tournament in Holland. 

• On a spare weekend in March, Dundalk travelled to Windsor Park to play Linfield in a 
friendly. Tom Kelledy supplied Dermot Cross for both goals in a 3-2 defeat. 

• There was a surplus of £384 for the year, with both wages (£3926) and gate receipts 
(£5918) up by £900 on the title-winning year. 

• Gate receipts for the European Cup game was £2728, and after all expenses the deficit was 
£158. The present day value of the gate receipts is €50,000. 

• The Supporters’ Club inaugurated the “Player of the Year” award and Christy Barron was 
the first winner. Des Casey, Chairman, presented the trophy at a concert in the Dominican 
Hall. 

• Within two weeks of the season’s end, John Murphy had departed for Glenavon, and the 
£450 transfer fee ensured a surplus on the year’s activities. 

• On the night after Dundalk’s historic Zurich win, the League of Ireland team to play the 
English League was announced and the selectors got an earful from the Democrat “They 
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Top Four 1963-64 _ 

5-May-64 Shamrock Rs 3 -2 2 Hasty, Kennedy 

8-May-64 Limerick 0 - 0 

14-May-64 Limerick 2 - 0 Hasty. Callan 









showed what they thought of the League champions, by not selecting a single Dundalk 
player, not even as a reserve. ‘All for Dublin you say is still the motto, but have a little 
humility please; who are we clod-hopping provincials to claim distinction or even equality. 
Of course, we are Champions and the only Irish club ever to beat a Continental one, but we 
are not yet a suburb of Dublin, and let us be glad of the fact that we never will be, because 
then, horror of horrors, we might have that All for Dublin’ complex too.” On Dundalk’s 
famous win in Zurich, he declared “Let us exult in it, shout it from the housetops, and rub 
it in where it needs to be rubbed in.” 
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- 1964-65 - 

Gone from the 1962-63 title winning team were Murphy, Harte, Cross, Pownell, McArdle and 
Redmond. August friendlies against Ards and Linfield featured a bunch of new faces, including an ex- 
Drums trio, Sammy Caswell, Brendan Masterson and Alf Girvan, locals Brian McConville, Stephen 
Maguire and Gerry Macken, and former Drums and Shamrock Rovers winger, Maxie McCann. 
Another ex-Drums player, Ray Bushe, signed within a couple of weeks. Francie Callan was appointed 
captain for the season. Before the season ended, there were senior games for a number of locals^—Gerry 
Macken (26 games), Stephen Maguire (14), Jim Smith (12), Brian McConville (7), Patsy Cole (6), Tom 
McConville (2), and Brian Murphy (1). 

The President’s Cup, which was organised by the Leinster Association, was the subject of a pre¬ 
season controversy when Shamrock Rovers, with the support of the other Leinster clubs, disputed 
Dundalk’s right to play Rovers in a single game final, as was the norm. Only by majority vote did the 
Dundalk management committee agree to participate in a knockout competition. It made no differ¬ 
ence; after despatching Drogheda (2-0) and St Pats (2-1), both games at Oriel, Dundalk qualified to 
meet Rovers in the final, where a Joe McGrath goal gave Dundalk a 1-1 draw. But there was no mistake 
in the replay and Jimmy Hasty, Tom Kelledy, Billy Kennedy and Ray Bushe gave Dundalk the sweetest 
of victories by 4-2, to retain the President’s Cup. 

Drogheda avenged the President’s Cup result in the 
Dublin City Cup at the Lourdes Stadium where they 
won their first local derby by 3-1. Drogheda were again 
opponents in the Leinster Cup and a Dundalk win at 
Tolka Park was a special occasion for Brian McConville, 
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when he scored twice in a 4-1 win. After defeating Drums in the semi-final, Dundalk lost to Leinster 
League team. Home Farm, in the St Stephens Day final. 

In the Shield, an unbeaten six match opening stretch left the team on top, but three consecutive 
losses appeared to end title hopes. Even winning the two closing games, each by 1-0 against Sligo and 
Limerick, seemed inadequate—until an unusual set of last day results left five clubs tied at fifteen 
points each—Drums, Cork Celtic, Shamrock Rovers, Limerick and Dundalk. In the Shield, the goal 
scoring duties were shared between Francie Callan (6), Maxie McCann (5) and Joe McGrath (5). It was 
February before the Shield play-offs were scheduled, by which stage an out-of-form Dundalk lost to 
Shamrock Rovers by a lone goal. 

By the 15th of November, the President’s Cup was at Oriel, the team had qualified for the Shield 
play-off, had played 18 games, lost only four and knocked in 35 goals, had won the last five games on 
the trot, including the opening League game against Cork Celtic. Furthermore, a whole clutch of local 
players were on the first team squad. There was every prospect of another successful season. But the 
next nine League games would change everything; five losses and just three draws (and a grand total of 
five points from nine games) would leave the team stranded and out of contention by the first week in 
January. The run included Drogheda’s first League win at Oriel, when they recorded a 3-1 victory on 
November 22nd. There was a bit of a recovery in the New Year, but the FAI Cup alone remained to 
salvage something from the season. 

Johnny Robinson was coaching first round Cup opponents, Sligo Rovers. A large travelling party 
helped to swell the gate proceeds at the Showgrounds to £575 and they witnessed an outstanding 
display by Gerry Macken, whose brilliance ensured a clean sheet for Dundalk in a 3-0 win, with Joe 
McGrath torturing the Sligo rearguard and scoring twice. A return visit to Glenmalure in the second 
round was not what the doctor ordered, with the memories of the previous year’s slaughtering all too 
fresh, but a Jimmy Hasty goal just after the half-hour mark settled Dundalk nerves both on and off the 
pitch. Unfortunately, it was undone by an uncharacteristic mistake by Gerry Macken to gift Ronnie 
Nolan an equaliser. Within ten minutes of the restart, and against the run of play, Sammy Caswell 
deflected a Jackie Mooney shot past his keeper and Sammy completed his day of misery when an own 
goal late in the game left Rovers 3-1 winners and on their way to another FAI Cup success. 

It was now a case of simply playing out the rest of the season. The chase for the League title had 
boiled down to two. Drums and Shamrock Rovers. Dundalk’s home game against the Hoops in the 
second series had been scheduled for April 4th, when Rovers were playing in the FAI Cup semi-final 
against Cork Celtic at Flower Lodge, and was rearranged for Easter Monday April 19th, on the day 
after Dundalk hosted Limerick at Oriel Park. While Dundalk were defeating Limerick by 2-1, Rovers 
were winning 3-0 against Sligo, leaving them requiring a win in their final game at Oriel Park to force a 
League play-off with Drums. It was one-way traffic in the first half, and Rovers forced ten corners, 
deserving their single goal half-time lead, Jackie Mooney finishing a Frank O’Neill free-kick. Dundalk 
forced the pace in the second period but made no inroads on the Hoops rearguard, until with less than 
ten minutes remaining, Jimmy Hasty finished a Brendan Masterson free-kick. Rovers had insufficient 
time for a comeback and the 1-1 result left Drums with the title, by a one-point margin, to the delight 
of the watching Bob Prole, who was showered with congratulations by his many local friends and 
acquaintances. 

Dundalk’s ninth place finish in the League was in sharp contrast to the previous five seasons, when 
interest in the League title, or at least the possibility of Top Four qualification, had been maintained 
until late in the season. As a result, gates had dropped and the committee had to deal with a worsening 
financial position. The Bank was getting anxious, creditor payments were delayed, the Supporter’s Club 
was being pressed for help and, in desperation, the committee was asking the executors of Bill Russell’s 
estate about the £500 he had willed to the club many years previously. 



In spite of everything, the committee engaged the services of Gerry Doyle before the season ended 
to take over as manager-coach for the next season. Over the previous eight seasons, he had restored the 
fortunes of Shelbourne, turning out a succession of young and exciting players in the process including 
Tony Dunne, Freddie Strahan, Eric Barber, Christy Doyle, Ben Hannigan, Tommy Carroll etc. His 
contract was for three years and he would have complete control of the playing staff and team selection, 
‘without interference from any member of the Management Committee’. Time would tell. 

On the playing front, it wasn’t all bad news for Dundalk and the success of the reserve team in 
lifting the inaugural Castrol Cup augured well for the future. The medal recipients were Christy 
Barron, Brian Ward, Brian Murphy, Tommy and Brian McConville, Gerry Savage, Tommy Rowe, Jim 
Smith, Tommy Kelledy, Francie Callan, Joe McGrath and Sammy Caswell. Under the direction of 
Paddy McCourt, and coached by Tommy Rowe, the team had dropped only two points in the 
campaign. Other locals who played during the competition included several of the club’s successful 
Minor squad—Moore, Moran, Tommy Connolly, K Carroll and P Crossan. 

• Jimmy Hasty was the popular winner of the Supporters’ Club second ‘Player of the Year’ 
award. 



Jimmy Hasty receiving his Player of the Year Award. Included are Peter Doran, Jimmy 
Berry, Matt McArdle, Dessie Casey, Harry Cousins, Jim Malone and Bobby Kerr. 


• The season closed on May 16th during the Dundalk Maytime Festival, with a visit from 
English League club, Bristol Rovers, which was designated the Colm Bellew Memorial 
Game and the proceeds donated to his widow. The visitors featured two Irish players. 
Northern Ireland keeper Briggs and 32-times Irish winger Joe Haverty, and in an entertain¬ 
ing game ran out 4-3 winners. 

• During the summer, Shay Noonan resigned as trainer, to take up a similar position with 
Drumcondra and Tommy Rowe was appointed in his place. 

• The death of Joe McGrath, Club Secretary, in July came as a shock to the club and to the 
local football community. First elected to the Management Committee in 1931, he had 
served the club for 27 seasons, taking a break for the period between 1941 and 1948. On 
the departure of Bob Prole in 1953, Joe had become club Secretary, a role he filled until 
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early in 1965, which also included the position of the clubs representative on the League 
Committee. He was Vice-President of the League in the 1964-65 year, and was due the 
honour of the Presidency for the 1965-66 season. Ill health forced him to resign as Vice- 
President and Peadar Halpin was elected League President in his place. From early 1965, 
Paddy McCourt had been standing in as Club Secretary, and on Joe’s death, he was 
confirmed in that position. 

• Representative Honours with the League of Ireland Team. 

Patsy McKeown September 23rd at Dublin v. Scottish League (2-2). 

• Brian McConville made his Senior debut in the pre-season friendly against Ards, and his 
competitive debut came in the President’s Cup semi-final win over St Pat’s on August 20th, 
lining out at centre-forward. For the following game, (the opening 2-2 Shield match against 
Cork Celtic at Turner’s Cross), he was replaced by brother Tommy, who was making his 
senior debut. 

• The weekly wage bill was as follows; 

£6. Callan, McKeown. £5. 10s. Barron and Lyons. £5. Hasty. £4. 10s. Girvan. £4. 
Masterson, O’Reilly, Rowe, Bushe, Kennedy, McCann. £3. Caswell, McGrath. £2. 10s. 
Macken, Maguire, Kelledy, B McConville. 
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New Club Structured 

The lack of finances was all too evident in the condition of Oriel Park. Since the major facelift in 
1948, there had been no investment in the grounds. Even basic maintenance had slipped and the 
continuous financial problems of the 1950s had prevented necessary repairs and renewals, beyond the 
periodic purchase of a few railway sleepers. Facilities for players and referees were primitive, the 
terracing had deteriorated, timber palings and the wooden stands had long breached their sell-by dates 
and the public toilets were to be avoided. A Newry .supporter, writing to the Democrat, inquired, more 
in .sorrow than in anger, if the Committee “had heard about cement”. 

The committee were all too aware of the problems and also of the opportunities beginning to open 
up for progressive clubs. The prospects of future European football made a modern football grounds an 
imperative—the bad experience in Dalymount on the occasion of the Zurich tie was not to be 
repeated. The club had also taken a leading role in attempting to break the monopoly of the Dublin 









clubs with regard to the Fairs Cup, for which the Shield winners had automatic entry. To date, the City 
clubs had reserved this one to themselves but the inauguration of the Dundalk Festival had given the 
club the opportunity to argue the case for Dundalk and the promoters of the Festival were helping to 
frame a suitable case. 

The club was also aware of the discussions within the League of Ireland of the desirability of 
restoring football contacts with the North of Ireland clubs and the likelihood of North-South football 
competition. In addition, floodlighting was opening up a new and exciting dimension to the game. 

The opportunities were clear—but so also were the constraints. The simple fact was that the 
financial model under which the club was operating was simply not capable of generating the kind of 
investment necessary to upgrade Oriel Park and to avail of these potential opportunities. Dependant on 
annual membership fees of £1 per member and the efforts of the Supporters’ Club, annual gate receipts 
in most years were not sufficient to cover overheads and player wages. Break-even was the best to be 
expected, with a good Cup run throwing up the odd surplus—and that would be required to pay off 
some of the past debts and reduce the club’s liabilities. The old reliable of the odd transfer fee had dried 
up. The current system held no prospect of yielding the necessary funding for the capital programme 
required—extra capital was a must. 

In early 1965, the Management Committee set up a sub-committee to investigate the issue and 
their conclusion was that a new structure—a Limited Company with Shareholders—would be 
required. By the end of April, the committee had approved the scheme in principal and the Secretary, 
Paddy McCourt, was instructed to brief the club’s solicitor, Peter O’Connell, and to receive all the 
necessary advices as to the steps required to progress the issue. The new capital required was estimated 
to be between £8,000 and £10,000. 

The loss on the year’s activities of £660 highlighted the growing problem and the urgency with 
which a new and more satisfactory financial structure be put in place—the club clearly could not 
continue to incur annual losses and stay in business. Worryingly, gate receipts fell by over £1,100, down 
to £4,800 from the previous years £5,900. 


- 1965-66 - 

At the ACM, all the outgoing Management Committee members were re-elected and at its first 
meeting, the incoming committee selected its officers for the coming year. Chairman Jack Kieran; Vice- 
Chairman George Whitmarsh; Secretary and LOI Representative Paddy McCourt; Treasurer George 
Ware; FAI Representative Peter Kieran; Committee Peadar Halpin, Des Casey, B O’H Kennedy, Jim 
Malone, joe McGrath. After the death of Joe McGrath, the committee co-opted Fergus Sharkey to the 
vacant spot. 

While the Committee was planning for the future, Gerry Doyle, on a restricted budget was getting 
on with the new season’s preparations and his first day line-up showed only one new face. In the 
opening game against Drogheda, Dundalk relinquished its hold on the President’s Cup in the first 
round, losing 1-0 at Oriel Park, with the newcomer, Eoin Hand, and all the rest from the previous year, 
including Brian Murphy and Gerry Savage from the winning Castrol Cup team. Barron, O’Reilly, 
Murphy, Callan, Savage, Masterson, Hand, Kelledy, Hasty, Bushe, McGrath. Patsy McKeown was on 
Amateur International duty in Iceland. 

The 19-year-old Eoin Hand, product of Dublin nursery Stella Maris, had spent a year at Swindon 
Town without getting first team duty and quickly made his 
mark with Dundalk, scoring twice on the following Sunday 
in a 4-2 win over Cork Celtic in the Shield (Tom Kelledy 
scored the other two). The third consecutive home game, in 
the first round of the City Cup, saw the Drogheda result 
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reversed, this time by 2-1, when Tom McConville scored his first 
Dundalk goal. Two weeks later, Drogheda were again on the wrong side 
of an Oriel 2-0 Shield result. Another newcomer, Vin O’Reilly supplied 
two goals in an excellent 4-0 City Cup semi-final win over Shelbourne, 
played at Dalymount, the other goals coming from Joe McGrath and 
Eoin Hand. A 3-2 thriller against Cork Hibernians in the final of the 
City Cup had Dundalk, for the first time, in a new all white strip, but 
it was described in the Democrat as “smart but unlucky”. 

A few days later, jimmy Hasty supplied two goals in a 3-0 revenge 

over Hibs at Oriel Park in the Shield, with newcomer Mick Millington 

(signed from Cork Celtic for £225), settling in nicely at left-half and 

Francie Callan impressing as the regular right-half By now the team was 

still in touch with Shield leaders. Shamrock Rovers, and in six home 

1 i-A I 1 • 1 • 1 I I r • « • Mick Millington 

games, only Drogheda, in the opening day tie, had left with victory. 

A lob-sided fixture list gave the club three away matches in the last four Shield encounters and a 
draw, at home to Sligo, and a last match away draw in Limerick, scuppered any hopes of a decent 
finish. The League opened with a hard earned point in Turner’s Cross against Cork Celtic and the good 
home form continued when Francie Callan, restored to centre-forward, scored twice against 
Shelbourne. Another 2-0 win over Drogheda at the Lourdes Stadium, was followed by another Oriel 
Park win, this time over Pat’s, stretching the unbeaten home run to eight games. Francie Callan’s form 
was excellent and in three games he had scored four times. Seven points from the first four League 
games left Dundalk a clear second in the table to Shamrock Rovers, who had opened with four straight 
wins and a hatful of goals. 

Hopes were high and even a Dalymount loss to the rejuvenated Bohemians was seen as only a 
temporary setback. The home form seemed good enough to contain Waterford, coming to Oriel Park 
on December 12th, with just four points from their five League games. But, for both clubs, a sudden 
and dramatic change in fortunes was about to unfold—one that would propel the victors to an 
unbeaten 17-game stretch, delivering the club’s first League Pennant after 35 years, and the vanquished 
to a speedy dismantling of the club structure, which had served the club for 40 years, the departure of 
its manager and the ushering in of a new era in the history of Dundalk FC. For both clubs, things 
would never be quite the same again. And unknown to anybody, the dominance of Shamrock Rovers 
was about to be broken—at least for the foreseeable future. 

Any sense of history or of the unfolding drama was lost on the Oriel Park faithful. A goal for the 
visitors by right-winger, John O’Neill, was followed by an injury to Mick Millington, which left him a 
passenger for the remainder of the game. Dundalk gradually got on top, but a succession of goalmouth 
opportunities went abegging and on a number of occasions keeper Tommy Taylor appeared to be 
beaten. To rub salt into the wound, the usually reliable Francie Callan blazed a penalty-kick wide, after 
Jimmy McGeogh brought down Joe McGrath. A series of refereeing and linesmen decisions which 
went against the home team had the Democrat lamenting “Completely out of luck”. 

Waterford’s 1-0 victory was the springboard for the remainder of their season, the start of a thirteen 
match winning sequence and an unbeaten 17-game run to the end of the League. They overhauled 
Shamrock Rovers, who after winning all thirteen matches in the first round series, looked done and 
dusted with a six-point lead. Waterford’s run-in included a victory at. Milltown before a phenomenal 
crowd of 24,000 who paid gate receipts of £2,610. The League victory heralded a Golden Era for the 
Suirsiders with a team that qualifies for the accolade of one of the most entertaining teams in the 
League’s history. They dominated the League over the next eight years, taking six League pennants to 
Kilcohan Park. It would be almost twenty years before Milltown annexed another League title. 






For Dundalk, it was the beginning of a slippery slope. Six consecutive League losses, and a measly 
two goals scored, terminated on January 16th, 1966, with a 2-0 loss to a ten-man Limerick at Oriel 
Park and unprecedented post-match angry protests, mainly directed at manager Gerry Doyle. 

From late September onwards, the clubs financial problems were becoming more acute and it didn’t 
help matters in early November when Cork Celtic withheld the club’s share of the Turner’s Cross match 
as part payment for the Mick Millington transfer fee. The Bank was refusing any more credit and in 
November, the Management Committee had to subscribe £30 each to pay wages and essential costs. By 
late November, the deficit for the year to date was estimated at £650. 

AJong the way, a White Knight appeared in the form of a group of prospective shareholders, repre¬ 
sented by Tom McGrath, who approached the Committee with an offer to take over the running of the 
club and to provide the necessary capital. After some haggling, it was agreed that a sum of £12,000 
would be required to gain Committee approval and to ease the way to a smooth transfer of responsibili¬ 
ties to a new group. 

An Extraordinary Meeting of the Members in early October consented to the conversion of the 
club to a Limited Company and Tom McGrath informed the meeting that new investors had £15,000 
available to pump into the new venture. But time was not on the side of the Management Committee, 
and the team performance was making matters worse—the committee began to take their frustrations 
out on the manager, complaining about team selection and offering their own selections, contrary to 
their agreement with Gerry Doyle. 

The end, thankfully, came swiftly. Angry demonstrations by supporters immediately after the 
Limerick game on Sunday, January 20th, were followed, after the match, by a confrontational meeting 
with Gerry Doyle in the Derryhale Hotel. He was informed that the club was going into voluntary 
liquidation within a couple of days, and that it was necessary to terminate his contract. The question of 
his future employment would be a matter for discussion between himself and the new Board of 
Directors. This was the last meeting of the Management Committee. Present were Jack Kieran, Peadar 
Halpin, Benny Kennedy, George Ware, Fergus Sharkey, Jim Malone, Des Casey and Paddy McCourt. 

On the following Thursday, January 20th, 1966, the members, in Annual General Meeting, 
approved a motion to appoint Maxie Flynn as liquidator and a new board took over. The club’s liabili¬ 
ties were estimated at £3,000. 

Immediately after the ACM, the first meeting of the new board of directors took place, under the 
chairmanship of Tom McGrath. Present were Peadar Halpin, Jim Malone, Paddy McCourt, Jim Kerr, 
Vincie McKee, John McLaughlin, Jim O’Meara. (At the second meeting, five days later, Paddy Duffy 
attended). 

No time was lost and Halpin, O’Meara and Gerry Doyle were detailed to travel to Exeter on the 
following Monday, in a failed attempt to entice former Shelbourne centre-forward, the 17-capped 
Dermot Curtis, to join the new Oriel Park set up. Paddy McCourt and Jim Malone were elected club 
representatives on the League and FAI, respectively. 

The new regime opened its playing account on the following Sunday with a comprehensive 4-1 
victory over Cork Celtic at Oriel Park, courtesy of a Francie Callan hat trick, to record the first win in 
two months. The Democrat noticed the “early evidence of capital”—“The quagmire to and from the 
grounds had been replaced by a nice tarmac surface and the stewards were arrayed around the ground 
in spotless white coats. What’ll it be next week?” 

The answer was supplied on the following weekend at Tolka Park, in the form of new signing, 
Paddy Turner (a snip at £500 from Glentoran), who marked his debut with a goal in a 1-1 draw, and 
followed up with a hat-trick on his Oriel debut in a 4-0 win over Drogheda. 

There was a whole set of Board appointments: Trustees John McLaughlin and Paddy Duffy; 
Financial Controller Jim Malone; Construction Director Vincie McKee; Grounds Director Jim Kerr; 
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Public Relations Director Jim O’Meara; Financial Committee McGrath, Malone, McLaughlin and 
McCourt. (By early March, Jim Kerr replaced Paddy Duffy as Trustee). 

Arrangements were put in hand to deal with the burned-out stand, new stationary designs were 
being sought, new pylons for training lights were approved, and a caravan was brought in to serve as a 
referee’s changing area. Detailed plans were being drawn up to revamp Oriel Park. Not content with 
simply levelling and resodding, thoughts had now turned to converting the pitch through a 90 degree 
turn, making room for a new stand which would incorporate dressing rooms, committee rooms, a 
function room and a bar. It was planned to erect the stand from the Mullacurry racecourse at the 
unreserved side of the new ground. A weekly draw was heavily promoted to help raise funds for the 
Grand Design. 

Gerry Doyle was still in charge and the publicity generated by the new board, plus the form of 
Paddy Turner, drew a 5,000 crowd for the FAl Cup first round tie to Oriel to see a poor 1-1 draw 
against St Pat’s, Hasty scoring for Dundalk. A week later, the same teams shared eight goals in a League 
match at Richmond Park, but Dundalk came out best in the Cup replay at the same venue on the 
following Wednesday, in spite of an early injury to Brendan Masterson. Ray Bushe kept the sides level 
at half-time and Jimmy Hasty’s diving header, that passed through the net, gave Dundalk safe passage 
to the second round. The unbeaten run was stretched to seven on the next Sunday with a 1-0 win over 
Bohs, which dealt a blow to the Amateurs title aspirations. 

Due to construction work at Market’s Field and the unavailability of a suitable Limerick venue, the 
second round tie was fixed for Dalymount Park. But the high hopes of the large Dundalk support were 
dashed by an appalling display in a 3-0 win for the Shannonsiders. As he had done in the two Pat’s 
games, Patsy Cole gave a magnificent display, but apart from Patsy McKeown, the rest of the squad were 
way below par. There was little consolation when, two weeks later, Dundalk reversed the result by 1-0 at 
the Market’s Field. By now, Gerry Doyle was gone and the bulldozers were waiting to move into Oriel 
Park. They waited until after the Cork Hibs encounter on March 20th, 1966, almost 30 years since 
another Cork team had opened the original Carrick Road venue. This time it was a Cork victory by 6-3. 

There remained only one last home game, and thanks to the Marist Fathers, the College Grounds 
hosted the match against Sligo Rovers on 10th April, when goals from Patsy Cole and Ray Bushe saw 
Dundalk take the points and blow a hole in the Westerner’s Top Four hopes. 

At this stage, the Oriel Park ‘hill’ was just a memory, the latest addition to the graveyard of a 
growing number of distinctive local landmarks—the Athletic Grounds, the metal bridge, the distillery 
chimney, the GNR Railway works—and a spanking new ground was in the making. 

• Last ‘Old’ Oriel Park game on March 20th v. Cork Hibernians (Lost 3-6) 

Team: Barron, Cole, McKeown, Millington, L O’Reilly, Maguire, McGrath, Turner (2 
goal). Hasty, Kelledy and Kennedy (Igoal). 12th man Tom McConville. 

• Dundalk v. Sligo at Marist Grounds on April 10th 1966 (win 2-0) 

Team: Barron, O’Reilly, McKeown, Masterson, Lyons, Millington, Cole (goal). Turner, B 
McConville, Bushe(goal) and Caswell. 12th man Tom Kelledy replaced the injured 
Masterson. 

• Paddy Barlow was appointed manager, but by the beginning of the new season a new 
player-coach had taken control of team affairs. 

• During the closed season, Paddy McCourt took on the task of building a new squad—only 
five of the 1965-66 team would be in service by the opening of the next season, McKeown, 
Callan, Turner, Millington and Barron. 

• In his last season at Oriel Park, five goals by Jimmy Hasty brought his career total to 103, 
becoming the fourth Dundalk player to cross the hundred-goal barrier. 
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Jimmy Hasty 

6 Seasons 1960-61 to 1965-66 

Goals 

L 

FAI SHL 

LSC PRS 

CC CSV 

T4 

EC Total 

Apps 

1960-61 

17 


1 



18 

22 

1961-62 

8 

^ 4 : 

3 : 

1 : 


16 

23 

1962-63 

9 

\ 2^ 3 

4 

1 ; 


19 

27 

1963-64 

18 

6 : 

5 

2 : 

3 

1 35 

44 

1964-65 

6 

1 : 2 

1 



10 

35 

1965-66 

1 

2 2 




5 

18 

Total 

59 

5 17 

13 1 

3 1 

3 

1 103 

169 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

SH 

CC 

Bushe, Ray 

; 10 ^ 

7 

L 

2 ; 


Turner, Paddy 

; 8; 

8 




Callan, Francie 

; 7 : 

6 



1 ^ 

McGrath, Joe 

; 5; 

2 


2 

1; 

O'Reilly, Vinnie 

; 5: 

2 


1 : 

2 

Hasty, Jimmy 

i 5 ; 

1 

2 

2 ; 


Kennedy Billy 

; 4 

1 


2 

1 ; 

Hand, Eoin 

4 



2 

2 ; 

Kelledy, Tom 

: 4 



4 


O'Reilly, Leo 

^ 2 

2 




Caswell, S 

^ 1 

1 




Cole. Patsy 

; L 

1 




o.g. 

; 1 

1 




McConville, Tom 

; 1 ; 




1 i 

Total 

58 

32 

3 

15 

8 


Review 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 1 

11 

6; 

0 

5 

18 

15 


League Away : 

11 ; 

3 ; 

3 

5 

14 

20 


League Total 

22 : 

9 ; 

3 

10 

32 i 

35 

8th 

FAI Cup 

3i 

1 : 

1 

1 

3; 

5 

2ndR 

Shield 

IL 

4 

3 

4 

15; 

16 

6th 

City Cup-KO 

3 ; 

2 

0 

1 

8; 

4 

RU 

Leinster Cup 

1 ; 

0 ; 

0 

1 

0 

2 

IstR 

Pres Cup 

L 

0; 

0 

1 

oi 

1; 


Total 

41 

16 

7 

18 

58 

63 



1921-22 

1922- 23 

1923- 24 

1924- 25 


1925-26 

1926-27 


1927-28 


THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

President: H McIntosh until 1939. 

Secretary: R McFeat. 

Secretary: R Prole. 

Seniors—Secretary: Wm McGowan. Captain: Patrick McMahon. 

Juniors—Secretary: MJ McCoy. Captain: John Ralph 

Chairman: James McCarthy. Secretary; Wm. Hill, 5 Demesne Terrace. Treasurer: 

Edward Me Ardle. Captain: P McMahon. Vice-Captain: James McDonald. Linesman: 

Michael Grey. Match Regulator: Owen Foster. League Representative: Mr. Downey. 

Chairman: James McCarthy. Secretary: W Hill. Treasurer: Owen Foster. Junior 
Secretary: H Pobjoy, Francis St. Captain: Hugh Craig. 

Chairman: Jack O’Callaghan. Secretary: Stephen McArdle, Seatown. Treasurer: Paddy 
Barrett. Committee: W Hill, J Logan, P Halpin, E McArdle, G Harmon, MH Grey, PJ 
Markey, A Warren, P Morgan, O Foster, H M cEvoy.. 

Chairman: J O’Callaghan. Secretary: S McArdle. Treasurer John Logan. Committee: 

Hill, Halpin, E McArdle, Harmon, Grey, Warren, Morgan, Foster, McEvoy. 

2-39 




























Until 1928, the annual meeting of the GNR Club elected a committee, which had powers of co¬ 
option. From 1928, the Management Committee consisted of ten members, with five places elected 
each year at the ACM, by vote of fully paid up members. The five candidates receiving most votes were 
elected for a two-year term. 

At the 1930 ACM, the name was changed from CNR Dundalk to Dundalk AFC. The members, at 
the 1931 ACM, agreed to a proposal to convert to a Limited Company, with an annual membership 
fee of £1 (about € 60, in today’s money), and the liability of the members was limited to £1 in the 
event of default. 

The rules and procedures governing election to the Committee remained unaltered i.e., five 
members were elected annually for a 2-year term and this procedure continued until the Company 
ceased in December 1965, surviving for 38 seasons. 

During this period, a total of 38 individuals served on the Committees many of them for long 
periods and included some whose service pre-dated 1928. Officers for the coming season were elected 
at the first Management Committee meeting, following the ACM. 



Committee members and their dates of service are shown on the attached table. The years of service 
shown indicate the ACM periods e.g., 36-40 means first elected at the 1936 ACM and last elected at 
the 1940 ACM, a total of 5 seasons. 


240 





























Management Committee, 1928 to 1965, 38 Members 



Period 

Years 


Period 

Years 

R Halpin 

28-4L 51-65 

29 

B. McGeown 

39 

1 

SR. Prole 

28-52 

25 

W Russell 

40-46 

7 

J. Ballantine 

28-45 

18 

E. Welch 

42-53 

12 

W. Hill 

28-38 

11 

J. Flanagan 

43-61 

19 

JC. Galbraith 

28-37 

10 

M. J. Spillane 

43-48 

6 

J. Reilly 

28-30, 33-38 

9 

N. McGahon 

47-59 

13 

PJ. Casey 

28-33 

6 

E. Richardson 

47-48 

2 

T. King 

28-32 

5 

B. Lennon 

52-55 

4 

P. Gallagher 

28-31 

4 

L. Bourton 

53-54 

2 

E. McArdle 

28-29 

2 

J. Kieran 

54-65 

12 

J. Devlin 

30-53, 57-61 

29 

T. Steeples 

54-55 

2 

J. McGrath 

31-40, 49-64 

26 

J. Malone 

55-65 

11 

B. White 

32 

1 

P. Kieran 

56-65 

10 

T. Farrelly 

32 

1 

G. Whitmarsh 

59-65 

7 

J. O’Callaghan 

33-34 

2 

J. Fitzgerald 

61-62 

2 

M. McGourty 

34-37 

4 

P McCourt 

61-65 

5 

J. Copas 

35-38 

4 

D. Casey 

63-65 

3 

T. Walsh 

38-48 

11 




G. Ware 

38-65 

28 

SECRETARY 



B. Kennedy 

39-41, 46-65 

23 

William Hill 

24-25 

2 

F. Sharkey JS>-46, 49-52, 65 

13 

Stephen McArdle 

26-27 

2 




Sam (Bob) Prole 

28-52 

25 

CHAIRMEN 



Joe McGrath 

53-64 

12 

James McCarthy 

24-25 

2 

Paddy McCourt 

65 

1 

jack O'Callaghar 

1 26-27 

2 




Peadar Halpin 

28-41. 55-56 

16 

TREASURER 



John Ballantine 

42-45 

4 

Edward McArdle 

24 

1 

James Devlin 

46-51, 59-60 

8 

Owen Foster 

25 

1 

Jack Flanagan 

52 

1 

Paddy Barrett 

26 

1 

Dr Niall McGahon 53 

1 

John Logan 

27-28 

2 

Benny Kennedy 

54, 63-64 

3 

John Ballantine 

29-39 

11 

Jack Kieran 

57-58, 65 

3 

T Walsh 

40-48 

9 

Jim Malone 

61-62 

2 

George Ware 

49-65 

17 
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No. 23683. 

Certificate of Incorporation 


European Cup”1st Round 
'^DUNDALK 
VASAS 

(BUOAPEST5 

IN ORIEL PARK. DUNDALK 


if Ijerebp Certifp that THE DUNDALK 
FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED is this day Incorporated 
under the Companies Act. 1963. and that the Company 
is Limited. 

Given under my hand at Dublin, this twenty- 
fifth day o1 April, One thousand Nine hundred and 
Sixty-six. 
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1966-67 


By the time the new seasons squad had assembled, only Christy Barron, Patsy McKeown and 
Francie Callan remained from the 1962-63 League winning team and they were joined by a group who 
had very impressive CVs. 

Kevin Blount (Aged 34), 17 League Of Ireland appearances, five 
times reserve with the International team, formerly with Shelbourne, 

Transport and Cork Celtic. 

Fran Brennan (26), A member of the Drumcondra title winning 
team of 1964-65, he was capped for Ireland in March, 1965 against 
Belgium, at centre-half, replacing the injured Charlie Hurley. Quick 
and mobile, loves to join in attack. 

Mick Millington (26), Product of Stella Maris, had played with 
Transport and Cork Celtic, League of Ireland cap, one season with 
Aston Villa. 

Jim Burke (27) signed from Distillery, Irish League medal winner, 

Amateur cap. 

Kevin Murray (26), ex-Bohemians, six Amateur International caps. 

Larry Gilmore (21), also ex-Bohemians, with Youth and Amateur 
Caps. 
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Kevin Blount 












Tony O’Connell (26) was another who started with Stella Maris, twice FAI Cup medallist with 
Shamrock Rovers, spent a season in USA and Canada, eight Inter League appearances. 

Paddy Turner (27), League medal with Shamrock Rovers in 1958-59, a spell with Shelbourne, 
transfer to Scottish League club Morton, one season with Glasgow Celtic (competing with the up-and- 
coming Bobby Murdoch), days after signing with Celtic was on the Irish team which defeated 
Scotland, came to Dundalk from Glentoran, a cultured inside-forward. 

Danny Hale (26), three N.I. Amateur caps, ex-Cliftonville, Glentoran and Crusaders, Leading 
League scorer in the Irish League for the previous season. 

Ben Hannigan, the free scoring Shelbourne inside forward, who needed no introduction to 
Dundalk fans and had been with Wrexham in the previous season. 

All that was missing was a centre-half and Paddy McCourt called on the assistance of Cliff Lloyd, 
Secretary of the Professional Footballers Association, to draw up a short list of available candidates. The 
first name on the list and the last to be brought on board as Player-Coach was Alan Fox (age 30), a 13- 
season veteran of English League football, with 441 League appearances, mainly with Wrexham, six 
Welsh Youth caps, an under-23 International, and a member of Welsh World Cup squad in 1962. 

The first get together was on August 7th, 1966, to mark the official opening of the new Oriel Park. 
Port Vale had been the scheduled visitors, but a serious car accident involving several Vale players and 
their manager, Stanley Matthews, meant a quick change of plans and the Johnny Carey-managed 
Nottingham Forest filled the void. Oriel Park looked ‘most impressive’ and several thousand were 






present to witness the opening ceremonies, which included a blessing by Fr. Campbell, Adm., and an 
official opening by Joe Wickham, secretary of the FAI. The feature attraction was the free scoring Forest 
centre-forward, Joe Baker, who, after a spell with Torino in Italy, had joined Forest from Arsenal. The 
visitors had an easy 5-0 win over a home side that lined out: Barron, Brennan, McKeown, Burke, Fox, 
Millington, Gilmore, Turner, Hale, Hannigan, O’Connell. Murray replaced Millington at half-time. 

The pre-season preparations were completed with a two-leg game against Drogheda for the newly 
donated Donegan Cup. An opening game 4-1 (2 each from Kevin Murray and Tom Kelledy) win at 
Oriel, followed by a second leg 1-1 (Hale), left Dundalk as the first winners by 5-2 on aggregate. 

The competitive season opened with a 1-1 away draw against Cork Celtic in the Shield, followed 
two days later when Drogheda were defeated 2-0 in the Dublin City Cup, the new Oriel Park’s first 
competitive game (Ben Hannigan securing the first ‘new’ Oriel competitive match goal). The new team 
was up and running, with Danny Hale, Ben Hannigan and Paddy Turner providing a three-pronged 
attack that swept all before them in the Shield and City Cup. 

After the opening Shield draw against Celtic, the team went on 
a ten match winning stretch (three City Cup and seven Shield) and 
knocked in 29 goals. Oriel Park was buzzing, with big crowds not 
seen since the 1930s. In the process, the team qualified for the City 
Cup final and only Shamrock Rovers stood in the way of taking the Shield. The Oriel Park clash on 
October 16th against the Hoops would settle the Shield, and nobody was going to miss this one. 
Rovers fans travelled in force, every vantage point was taken, and some adventurous spirits climbed the 
steelwork of the new stand. New attendance (14,000) and gate receipt (£1,430) records were set, and 
goals from Hale and Gilmore all but delivered the club’s first Shield title after 40 years trying, to the 
rapturous chorus from the newly-formed Dundalk cheer-squad of ‘ee-ay-addi-o, we are the champs’. A 
mid-week draw between Pat’s and Rovers, finally clinched the title with two games remaining, and an 
unexpected loss on the following weekend at the Sligo Showgrounds made no difference. 

A few days later, the Shield was collected at Oriel Park after despatching Limerick in the last game. 
Hannigan (9 goals) and Hale (8) were the major contributors to the 27-goal haul and a three-point 
margin over the runners-up, St Patrick’s Athletic. Nor was there any disputing the contribution of a 
superb defence, which had conceded only 7 goals in the 11 games. 

But Rovers took their revenge, defeating Dundalk in the final 
of the City Cup on a 2-1 scoreline. 

Before the League got under way, 16 games had yielded a total 
of 38 goals—Hale and Hannigan had ten each, and Paddy Turner 
had provided nine. 

A Paddy Turner hat-trick at home to Cork Celtic, in a 5-0 
victory, made for the perfect League start. The goal glut continued—Cork Celtic 5-0, Shels 3-1, 
Drogheda 3-0, Pat’s 3-1, Bohs 3-0,—five straight wins and a 17-2 goal record. Francie Callan returned 
for the Pat’s game at Richmond Park, where, in a game ‘ fought with the vigour and enthusiasm of a 
Cup tie’, a brilliant performance by Hannigan was capped by two goals. Bohs were swept aside at Oriel 
and the highlight was a magnificent 35-yard goal from ex-Bohs Kevin Murray. 

Not content with all this, another striker was signed. Derek Stokes, aged 27, had four under-23 
caps with England and 120 English League goals to his credit, with Bradford City and Huddersfield 
Town. He made his first appearance at Kilcohan Park, where the League Pennant was flying, and 
contributed two brilliant goals in a 4-2 rout of the home side. Against a team fighting desperately to 
stay in the title hunt, Dundalk ‘withstood relentless early pressure and then with authority and skill 
forced their way into the game’. With Hannigan at his scheming best, the floodgates opened and a few 
minutes after the half-time break, they led 4-0. 


City Cup 
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Drogheda 

H 2-0 

Hannigan, Hale 

Sligo Rovers 

H 2-1 

Turner, Murray 
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Stokes continued with a hat-trick against Drums in a Leinster Cup semi final replay, to send 
Dundalk to another Cup final. But a heavy playing schedule in December (seven games in a 23-day 
period) finally caught up with the team. After a 2-1 League win over Drums on St Stephens Day in a 
rip-roaring game, when Dundalk came back from a 1-0 half-time deficit, Bohs took the Leinster Cup 
by a single goal on the following day. 

The Drums win left the team with a three point lead in the League table turning into the New Year, 
where the opening games were against fellow contenders, Shamrock Rovers and Sligo. The New Years 
Day clash with the Hoops at Milltown was a thriller, in front of a £1,600 gate, swelled by ten buses 
from Dundalk. Danny Hale silenced the home following when he equalised with five minutes 
remaining, but during lost time, Mick Millington fouled Liam Tuohy and Frank O’Neill made no 
mistake from the penalty kick, to tighten the top of the table. 

Another big crowd turned up at Oriel Park on the following weekend to see the table top encounter 
with Sligo, but another 2-1 loss, the third loss running, began to raise serious question marks. A week 
later, at Limerick, a 2-0 half time deficit, before the largest crowd of the season at the Markets Field, 
seem to confirm the doubts. But in a storming second half, Dundalk came roaring back and goals from 
Stokes, Hannigan and Hale earned a priceless win, on a day when Sligo were defeating Shamrock 
Rovers, leaving the two provincial clubs tied at the top of the table at the half way stage, with Limerick 
and Bohs waiting on any slip up. 

The new Board were taking no chances and sparing no expense—and the team and supporters 
travelled by air to Cork, for the opening second series game against Celtic. Danny Hale justified the 
expense in the opening minute and it was a happy bunch that returned with a 4-1 win. The new stand 
was first used on the following weekend to see Shels take a 6-0 hammering (the seats were not yet 
installed, so it was a case literally of standing room only!). Without Millington (injured) and Murray 
(suspended). Fox and McKeown were brilliant’ in holding Shels scoreless for the first time this season 
and an outstanding set of forwards stylishly’ did the rest. Jimmy Hasty scored a consolation goal for 
Drogheda at the Lourdes Stadium, but he and Ronnie Whelan could do little to prevent star-of-the- 
match Hannigan score twice in a 3-1 win. Meanwhile, a slip up by Sligo left Dundalk three points clear 
of the Westerners and five clear of Limerick before the first round FAI Cup break. 

Tramore Athletic were the first Cup visitors to the ‘new’ Oriel Park, and Derek Stokes contributed a 
hat-trick in an easy 6-1 win. Next up, Cork Hibs brought a 1500 travelling support who saw Danny 
Hale open the scoring in four minutes and Paddy Turner miss a sitter a minute later. But a dogged Hibs 
fought back and equalised within ten minutes against an uncertain defence. A draw was a fair result, 
but there were worries—in the first half the home defence was prised open too easily. It seemed that 
Hibs were hard done by in the Flower Lodge replay. Fox saved a certain score by diving across the goal 
and touching the ball over the bar with his hand onto the top netting. He appeared to handle from 
behind the line and after a disturbance and crowd encroachment from home fans the resulting penalty 
was missed. Hibs made the entire running and Blount had his hands full, but salvation came with only 
nine minutes remaining, from a solo effort by Francie Callan, who had been omitted from the drawn 
tie. Francie’s effort was enough to send the visitors through to the semi-final, where they drew 
Shamrock Rovers. 

Between the first and second round Cup matches, the League efforts had stalled badly. It took a last 
minute goal from Ben Hannigan to snatch an Oriel Park point from St Patrick’s and, on the following 
weekend, Bohs deservedly punished a dreadful performance at Dalymount to the tune of 3-0. After 
despatching Hibs in the Cup, it was back to the League fare and five points from the next three games 
opened up some more daylight from the faltering chasers. 

Controversially, for the Cup semi-final, Derek Stokes was preferred to Danny Hale. Mick Leech’s 
early goal (nine minutes) was matched very quickly by Derek in the fifteenth minute. Subsequently, 




Mick Millington stood out at midfield and all of the best chances came Dundalk’s way but the 
remainder of the game was scoreless, sending the teams to Tolka Park a few days later. Dundalk rued 
those missed opportunities in the replay when Leech again did the business, with two goals in a 3-0 
victory for the Hoops. 

Heading into April, all that stood between Dundalk and the third League Pennant were three 
remaining games, all scheduled in the same week—Sligo (away), Shamrock Rovers and Limerick (both 
at home). 

There was plenty of fun and games at the Sligo Showgrounds on April 9th, 1967. League leaders 
Dundalk took a first half lead from Paddy Turner and Gerry Mitchell equalised for the home team in 
the 88th minute. In jubilation, some home supporters rushed on to the pitch and Dundalk keeper, 
Kevin Blount, got involved “in a fracas” and was joined by Mick Millington, Fran Brennan and Kevin 
Murray. The referee abandoned the game with just two minutes 
remaining leaving the destination of the Championship still in 
doubt. Commenting on the ‘fracas’ the man from the Democrat 
reported, “I am happy to report that according to reliable evidence, 
the Dundalk players attacked were able to give back more than they 
received”. 

The news from Lourdes Stadium on the same afternoon saved the League authorities from any 
embarrassment—Bohs had come a cropper against Drogheda, leaving Dundalk in an unmatchable 
position at the top of the League, irrespective of the outcome of the Sligo enquiry and the result was 
allowed to stand at a 1-1 draw. The closing games at Oriel became celebrations, and two wins (Rovers 
2-0 and Limerick 3-0) stretched the final lead to a comprehensive seven points from a distant Bohs and 
Sligo. 

The silverware collection wasn’t complete and on the 12th May another trophy was on its way to 
Oriel Park when Bohs were despatched by 2-1 in the replayed Top Four competition for the 
Independent Cup. The Oriel Park season closed with a friendly against Norwich City, where a Kevin 
Murray penalty miss gave the visitors a 1-0 victory. 

The Tom McGrath-led board was more than delivering on all of its promises beyond the wildest 
dreams—a brand new turned-around Oriel Park, a new stand, and was now planning a set of flood¬ 
lights to host Oriel Park’s first European Cup game. And a team, whose first year performance alone, 
make them strong candidates as the best squad ever to represent the club, with five sets of medals in the 
bag—winners of the Shield, League and Top Four, and two sets of runner-up medals in the Leinster 
and City Cups. For good measure, throw in a record goal avalanche of 111 season goals from 49 games, 
with the home tally reaching nearly 3 per game. 

Danny Hale shared the League’s Leading Goals Award with Johnny Brooks of Sligo Rovers, each 
with 15 goals, and was the popular winner of the Supporters’ Club Player of the Year Award. Danny 
and Alan Fox made it to the last six for the Soccer Writers’ Personality of the year Award, which went to 
A1 Finucane of Limerick. 

Paddy Donegan, TD, had presented the Donegan Cup in memory of his father, T F Donegan, to 
be played between the Louth rivals. In late August, Dundalk became the first holders after defeating 
Drogheda by an aggregate 5-2. The Oriel tie finished 4-1 (2 Thomas Kelledy, 2 Murray) and Danny 
Hale scored in the Lourdes Stadium 1-1 second leg. The first Dundalk goal in the ‘new’ Oriel Park 
came from a penalty scored by Kevin Murray after 30 minutes. Thomas Kelledy was the first to score in 
open play. 

As a reward for the year’s achievements, and in preparation for the new season’s European venture, 
the players went on an 11-day Spanish tour in the Barcelona area, accompanied by Paddy McCourt, 
Norman Sudbury and Mickey Fox, finishing with two wins and one defeat—enough to win the 
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League 66-67 
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12 
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7 
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27 

Sligo Rovers 

11 
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6 
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29 
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Spanish Tour Trophy and bring the squads haul to five trophies for the year. They defeated Tartossa 
(who included Spanish International Voile) 2-1, and lost 0-1 to Fuegerta, who included 5 Spanish First 
Division players in their line up. 

It was the busiest season in the clubs history with a total of 57 games, 49 competitive, two in the 
Donegan Cup, two friendly games against cross-channel opposition, a visit to the Oval to play 
Glentoran for a benefit game in the middle of May (lost 2-1) and finally a three-game Spanish Tour. 
Inspite of this heavy schedule, it was achieved with virtually a 14-man squad. 

• Season Records; (1) Goals 111 (2). 33 wins (3). 7 losses 

• In 23 home games there was only one loss—against Sligo Rovers in the League on January 
7th. 

• Alan Fox and Fran Brennan were ever presents for the 49 competitive games. Fran supplied 
a rare goal in the 4-1 League win against Cork Celtic—in almost 300 club appearances he 
managed a grand total of just three goals. 

• Trainer: Frank McBennett. Dublin Trainer: Alan Murphy. Reserves Gerry McCourt. 

• Representative Appearances for the League of Ireland. 

Mar 23rd 1967 at Belfast v. Irish League (Won 3-1) Fox, O’Connell and Turner (scored 1 
goal). 

• Irish Cap Tony O’Connell v. Spain ( 0-0) Dalymount October 23rd, 1966. 

• Charlie Tully was manager and Ted Harte was player-coach with Bangor and had signed 
Brian and Tom McConville. 

• The Democrat noted that there had been ‘a reversal of the normal flow between Oriel Park 
and Tolka Park, when reporting that the Drums staff included an ex-Dundalk quartet of 
Gerry Macken, Eoin Hand, Tommy Kelledy and Eddie O’Connell. 

• There were two additions to the Dundalk board in December—Norman Sudbury and 
Paddy McAllister. 

• Board members: Tom McGrath (Chairman), Paddy McCourt, John McLoughlin, Peadar 
Halpin, Jim Malone, Jim Kerr, Vincent McKee, Jim O’Meara, Norman Sudbury, Paddy 
McAllister. 

• Supporters’ Club Committee: Matt McArdle (Chairman), Jimmy Berry (Secretary), 
Bernard Walsh and Owen Bailey (Treasurers), Paddy Bellew, Gerry Curtis, Joe Dorian, 
Willie Duffy, Gerald Gaughran, Gerry Gover, Jackie Henry, Pat Hunt, Jack Kehoe, Henry 
Lee, Paul McKevitt, Bernard McMahon, Noel Matthews, Matt Scollan, Fergus Sharkey and 
George Whitmarsh. Berry, Walsh and Whitmarsh had been members of the Supporters’ 
Club since its foundation in 1952. 


RAWSON 


1 

\ 


\ FIRST IN FOOT WE/111 j 

f jOHN RAWSON ^ SONS (Ireland) I TP . 

I nUNDAl.K 

Teirphone: Dund^U t 


. Ovotitu and IJficienc ^— 

i If. K .1. Mr f.Tn 

! CHT7KCH ST.. CLANBKASSfL ST. TAKE ST. 

I DUNDALK BAKCSJCS 

.‘Mso luir Hij?h-CIav Confeclkinery 

i. Telephone: Dundalk 4A3S 


2-49 

0 










250 



1966-67 

Winners of League, Shield and Top Four Cup 


21-Aug-66 

S 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1 - 1 

23-Aug-66 

DC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2 - 0 

28-Aug-66 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

4 - 0 

4-Sep-66 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

4 - 1 

ll-Sep-66 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath.H 

1 - 0 

14-Sep-66 

DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2 - 1 

18-Sep-66 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

1 - 0 

25-Sep-66 

S 

Waterford 

H 

1 - 0 

2-0ct-66 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

5 - 1 

5-Oct-66 

DC 

Waterford 

N 

3 - 1 

9-0ct-66 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

6 - 2 

16-0ct-66 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2 - 0 

23-Oct-66 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0 - 1 

26-Oct-66 

DCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1 - 2 

30-Oct-66 

S 

Limerick 

H 

2 - 1 

2-N0V-66 

LSC 

Drogheda Utd. 

N 

3 - 1 

6-N0V-66 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

5 - 0 

I3-N0V-66 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3 - 1 

2O-N0V-66 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3 - 0 

27-N0V-66 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. A 

3 - 1 

4-Dec-66 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3 - 0 

ll-Dec-66 

L 

Waterford 

A 

4 - 2 

13-Dec-66 

LSC 

Drumcondra 

A 

1 - 1 

15-Dec-66 

LSC 

Drumcondra 

A 

5 - 2 

18-Dec-66 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

0 - 0 

26-Dec-66 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2 - 1 

27-Dec-66 

LSCf 

Bohemians 

A 

0 - 1 

l-Jan-67 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1 - 2 

8-Jan-67 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1 - 2 

15-Jan-67 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3 - 2 

22-Jan-67 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

4 - 1 

29-Jan-67 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

6 - 0 

5-Feb-67 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

3 - 1 

12-Feb-67 

C 

Tramore Ath 

H 

6 - 1 

19-Feb-67 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath.H 

2 - 2 

26-Feb-67 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0 - 3 

5 -Mar -67 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1 - 1 

8-Mar-67 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1 - 0 

12-Mar-67 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3 - 0 

19-Mar-67 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0 - 0 

26-Mar-67 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2 - 0 

l-Apr-67 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1 - 1 

5-Apr-67 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0 - 3 

9-Apr-67 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1 - 1 

14-Apr-67 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2 - 0 

16-Apr-67 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3 - 0 

30-Apr-67 

T4 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2 - 1 

7-May-67 

T4f 

Bohemians 

A 

0 - 0 

12-May-67 

T4r 

Bohemians 

N 

2 - 1 


D Hale 

W Hannigan, Hale 
W 2 Hale. Hannigan, Gilmore 
W Hale, Murray. 2 Hannigan 
W Hannigan, 

W Turner, Murray 
W Turner, 

W Hannigan 

W 2 Turner, Hannigan. Murray O'Connell 
W 2 Turner. Murray 
W 2 Hale, 2 Hannigan. Turner. Hale 
W Hale. Gilmore 
L 

L Hale 

W Hannigan. Hale 
W 2 Turner, Murray 
W 3 Turner. Hale. Hannigan. 

W 2 Hale. O'Connell 
W Turner, Hale. Hannigan 
W 2 Hannigan. Hale 
W Hannigan. Murray Turner 
W Stokes. Hannigan. Hale 
D Callan 

W 3 Stokes. Hannigan. Murray 
D 

W Turner. Stokes 
L 

L //a/e 
L Turner 

W 5/oAes. Hannigan, Hale 
W //a/e. S/e/res, Hannigan, Brennan 
W Turner, 2 Stokes, Hale. 2 Hannigan 
W Hannigan. Hale 
W 3 Stokes, Hale, O'Connell. Hannigan 
D Hale, Hannigan 
L 

D //a/e 
W Callan 

W Hale, Callan, Murray 
D 

W SMes, Ca//aa 
D 5feAes 
L 

D Turner 

W Hannigan. Stokes 
W Hale. Murray o.g. 

W M/yrray. Hale 
D 

W Millington. Stokes 



QeriyMcCourt 




frank McBnnnntt 





1966-67 

Runners Up in Dublin City Cup and Leinster Cup 


Goals 

TOT 

LGE 

FAI 

SHL 

LSC 

T4 

CC 

Hale. Danny 

28 

15 

2 

8 


1 

2 

Hannigan. Ben 

26 

14 

1 

9 

1 


1 

Stokes, Derek 

17 

9 

4 


3 

1 


Turner. Paddy 

17 

8 


4 

2 


3 

Murray. Kevin 

11 

3 


3 

2 

1 

2 

Callan. Francie 

4 

2 

1 


1 



O'Connell. Tony 

3 

1 

1 

1 




Gilmore. Larry 

2 



2 




Brennan. Fran 

1 

1 






o.g. 

1 

1 






Millington. Mick 

1 





1 


Total 

111 

54 

9 

27 

9 

4 

8 



Alan Fox 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 


League Home 

11 

8 

2 

1 30 

4 


League Away 

;ii 

7 

2 : 

2 24 

15 


League Total 

22 

15 

4 : : 

3 54 

19 

WIN 

FAI Cup 

: 5 

2 

2 

19 

6 

SF 

Shield 

11 

; 9 

1 

1 27 

7 

WIN 

City Cup-KO 

4 

3 

0 

18 

4 

RU 

Leinster Cup 

4 

2 

1 

1 9 

5 

RU 

Top Four Cup 

3 

2 

: 1 ; 1 

0 4: 

2 

WIN 

Total 

49 

33 

9 

7 111 

43 


Home Record 22 

18 

3 

1 59 

11 



Appearances 

L 

FAI 

AO 

TOT 

Brennan, Fran 

22 

5 

22 

49 

Fox. Alan 

22 

5 

22 

49 

Blount, Kevin 

21 

5 

20 

46 

Turner. Paddy 

22 

5 

18 

45 

Murray. Kevin 

19 

5 

21 

45 

McKeown. Patsy 

18 

5 

21 

44 

Hannigan. Ben 

20 

5 

17 

42 

Hale. Danny 

20 

3 

19 

42 

Millington. M 

16 

4 

22 

42 

O'Connell, T 

16 

4 

16 

36 

Burke, Jim 

12 


14 

26 

Stokes, Derek 

16 

4 

5 

25 

Gilmore. Larry 

3 

1 

18 

22 

Callan. Francie 

13 

4 

3 

20 

Barron, Christy 

1 


2 

3 

Hughes 

1 



1 

Kelledy. Tom 



1 

: 1 

O'Reilly. Vinny 



1 

1 





Back row: Larry Gilmore. Ben Hannigan. Francie Callan, Christy Barron. Kevin Blount. Mick Millington. Tony 
O'Connell. Derek Stokes. Jim Burke 

Front row . Fran Brennan. Kevin Murray Alan Fox. Patsy McKeown. Paddy Turner. Danny Hale 































Tom McGrath 
Chairman 



Paddy McAllister 



John McLoughlin 
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Committee 


COMPANIES ACT, 1963 


COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES 

Memorandum of Association 

OF 

THE DUNDALK FOOTBALL CLUB 
LIMITED 


NAMES. .M5DRESSES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF SX^SCRIBERS 


THOMAS P. McGrath. 

Stapleton Place, Dundalk, Co. Louth—Company Director. 
PEADAR HAL1>1N, 

14 Vincent Avenue. Dundalk. Co. Louth—Retired Cooper. 
JAMES KERR. 

Stapleton Place. Dundalk. Co. Louth—Victualler. 

PATRICK T. McCOURT. 

Seatown Place, Dundalk, Co. Louth—Manager of Seed Stores. 
VINCENT McKEY. 

Carrick Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth—C ompany Director. 

JOHN McLOUGHLlN, 

Newry Road. Dundalk, Co. Louth—Merchant. 

JAMES J, MALONE. 

Rock Road. Blackrock, Co. Louth—Accountant. 

JAMES F. O’MEARA, 

5a Upper Fowncs Street, Dublin 2—Manufacturer's Agent. 


Dated this 13th day of April, 1966. 

Witness to the above Signatures: — 

PETER E. O’CONNELL. Solicitor, 

Dundalk. 



Norman Sudbury 



Vincent McKee 

























1966-67 SUPPORTERS CLUB COMMITTEE 

Back: Owen Bailey, Noel Matthews, Gerry Curtis, Paul McKevitt, Patrick Hunt, Willie Duffy, Bernard McMahon, 

Matt Scollon, Jackie Henry. 

Front: Paddy Bellew, George Whitmarsh, Jimmy Berry (Secretary), Matt McArdle (Chairman), Benny Walsh, 

Jack Kehoe. 
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1966-67 LADIES SUPPORTERS CLUB 

Back: F Coleman, M Byrne, N Watters, A Curry. 
Front: G Scollon, N McKevitt, J Carroll, M McElligott. 









Dundalk Football Club PLC Shareholders, June 1968 


£1,300 Duffy, Paddy, Castletown 
£1,120 McAllister, PJ, Bridge St. 

£500 Each 

Carroll, Malachy, Anne St. 

Granby Sausages, Dublin 
Kerr, Jim, Park St. 

Malone, Jim, Blackrock 
McArdle, Fergus, Shore Rd. 
McGuinness, Kevin, Carrick Rd 
McKey, Vincent, Carrick Rd. 
McLoughlin, John, Newry Rd. 
O’Meara, Jim, Dublin 

£400 Each 

Guinness Group Sales 
McCourt, Paddy, Linenhall St. 
McGrath, Tom, Dundrum, Dublin 
McKeown, P, Tateetra House 
Quinn, Brian, Ballymascanlon Hotel 

£300 Each 

Curtis, Gerry, Hill St. 

Donnelly, B 
Kelly, Enda, Lurgankeel 
Larkin, Joe, Demesne 
Martin, Patrick, Dublin Rd. 
McCann, Jack, Clanbrassil St. 
McDonnell, M J, Park St. 

£240 McCann, Charles, Blackrock 

£230 Whitmarsh, Mrs Rose, Barrack St. 

£200 Each 

Backhouse, Henry and Co. 

Blake, John, Tallaght Rd, Dublin 
McGuill, Enda 
O'Dowd, John, Blackrock 
Supporters Club Nominees 
Williams, Paddy, Ard Easmuinn 
Carolan, N and Co Ltd 
£120 Henry, Evan, Park St. 

£110 Shine, Maurice, Ard Easmuinn 

£100 Each 

Burke, Sean, Earl St. 

Burns, Michael, Shercock 
Burton, Leonard, Castle St. 
Connolly, E J, Red Barns 
Conroy, E, Carrick Rd. 

Daly, Jack, Carrick Rd. 

Devlin, John, Bellurgan 


£100 Each Continued 

Duffy, Bernard, Marian Park 
Duffy, Edward, Ravensdale 
Dunne, Raymond, Mount Avenue 
Fagan, Gerry, Mullaharlin Rd. 

Gilmore, Samuel R, Bailieboro 
Gunne, Laurence, Ravensdale 
Halpenny, Philip, Ardee 
Haughey, John, Forkhill 
Hurley, J C, Rathfarnham 
Kennedy, Brian, Ravensdale 
Kieran, Jack, Ard Easmuinn 
Kieran Mrs, Foxrock, Dublin 
Kirk, J, Louth 

Maguire, Fr B, Dominican Priory, Dublin 
Martin, Noel, Dublin St. 

Martin, Patrick, Blackrock 
Martin, R F, Demesne 
McArdle John Jnr, Park St. 

McArdle, Tommy, Blackrock 
McDonagh, Don, Mount Avenue 
McGahon, John F and Sons, Jocelyn St. 
McGahon, O B, St Mary's Rd. 

McKeown, Patrick, Jun, Blackrock 
Morelli, Guido, Wimpy 
O'Connell, Peter, Francis St. 

O'Kane, D, Carrick Rd. 

O'Neill, Brian Arthur, Forkhill 
Pepper, Mrs. Mary, St Malachy's Villas 
Quinn, Oliver, Ballymacscanlon Hotel 
Reeve, Charles, Mount Avenue 
Roe, Thomas, Democrat Ltd. 

Russell, P M, Kincora Terrace 
Ryan Frank, Malahide 
Scully, Sean, St Mary's Rd. 

Smith, Patrick, Mournview 
Steen, L F, Church St. 

Stokey, Jack, Stephens and Sons, Dublin 
Traynor, Niall J., Castle Rd. 

Treadwell, Charles W, Cappoge, Dunleer 
Walsh, Bernard, Carrick Rd. 

Ware, Miss Mildred, Anne St. 

Watters, Nora, Kincora Terrace 
Williamson, Thomas Jnr, Ballybarrack 
Below £100 each 

39 @ average of £42 each (Mainly £50) 


^54 






DUNDALK FOOTBALL CLUB PLC. 

Incorporated 28-4-1966. No. 23683. 

The first set of financial accounts for the new company covered the period from takeover of the 
clubs affairs in January 1966, to the end of May, 1967, representing about a season and a half The 
gross gate receipts for the period were £21,000 (net £15,500 after paying the visiting clubs share). 
Other receipts totalled to £3,200, giving period income of £18,700. Expenses accounted for £18,600— 
the actual reported surplus was £48. The expenses included wages and operational costs of £13,500; 
Hotel £1,500 and Travel £1,400. Except for the player-coach Fox, the typical players wages was £8 per 
week. It was stated that transfer fees amounting to £8,300 had been paid. However, these costs had not 
been taken into account in arriving at the reported surplus. 

At this stage £34,000 had been spent on the ground improvements, of which £23,000 had been 
paid to date. 

Since the formation of the company, the Shareholders Capital had grown from almost £17,000 in 
the first year to £20,000 by the summer of 1968. Having regard to the changing value of money, as 
measured by inflation, the present day value of £20,000 is approx. €330,000. Over 90% of this invest¬ 
ment came from 80 individuals and companies, mainly from the local business community—thanks to 
the persuasiveness of Tom McGrath and his Board colleagues. Later Boards and a later generation of 
supporters would reap the benefits of their foresight, endeavour, and generosity. 

However, the combination of capital expenditure, high wages and transfer fees carried the seeds of 
another set of financial problems, which future Boards would have to address. 


1967-68 


The season opened with a couple of friendlies—first to the Seaview for a benefit match and an 
astonishing 7-6 win over Irish Cup holders. Crusaders. But a fitter and sharper Oldham Athletic 
brought a dose of reality with a convincing 3-0 win. Francie Callan departed to Portadown and Ben 
Hannigan, failing to agree terms, was transferred to Chelmsford City. 

The opening eight games, in advance of the first round European Cup match, yielded a total of 26 
goals and a number of new goal scorers, Gerry Flynn, Pat Cruise and Kevin Byrne, back after a couple 
of years at Blackburn Rovers. Dublin City Cup victories over Sligo (1-0), Shels (6-1) and Drums (4-1) 
had earned qualification for the City Cup final and only a single Shield loss, away to Cork Celtic, 
opened up the prospect of another 
Shield trophy. 

But all the talk was of Oriel Parks 
first European game, against the mighty 
Vasas from Budapest, to be played under 
the newly installed floodlights. Every 
member of the Vasas squad had 
International experience at some level 
and five of them had featured in the 
previous years World Cup in England. 

Playing in their fifth European Cup, 
they had lost in the 57-58 semi final to 
the ultimate winners Real Madrid who 
also ousted them in 1961-62. In its 30 
years, Oriel Park had never seen such 
talent. And it turned out to be a night to 


European Cup-1st Round 

DUNDALK 

VERSUS 

VASAS 

(BUDAPEST) 

IN ORIEL PARK. DUNDALK 

ON WEDNESDAY, 20th SEPTEMBER 

KICK-OFF 8 p.m. Under Floodlights 


Ground Admission 


£l-0-0 











remember. The home line-out, on Wednesday 20th September 1966, read—Blount, Brennan, 
McKeown, Millington, Fox, Burke, Cruise (Pat), Turner, Hale, Murray, Stokes. 

A great occasion and a magnificent team performance, which withstood everything the talented 
visitors had to offer until the 70th minute, had the Democrat in rhapsodies “...two hours that will live 

in all our memories_what an atmosphere_the brilliant flood of light focussed on the emerald green 

pitch...the red-clad Hungarians and the white-clad Dundalk....the night on which European football 
came to Dundalk....there will be other great occasions in Oriel Park but nothing will recapture the 
magic of Wednesday night, will equal the pride which filled the heart of every Dundalk man, woman, 
boy or girl as they stood for the National Anthem and gazed on this fairy-tale scene....nothing will 
equal the pride which they felt at the tremendous fight put up by the Dundalk team.” 

The first half performance drew a standing ovation from the packed ground after seeing “...the 
defence uncompromising and unyielding...the forwards battling with confidence...hit the Vasas 
defence with wave after wave of attacks...”. The failure to put away a number of chances in the first 
half ultimately proved fatal, as the highly professional Hungarians took up the running in the second 
period and the home side gradually began to run out of steam. But even after the visitors took the lead, 
twenty-five minutes into the second period, Dundalk rallied and some fine Hale-Turner-Stokes 
movements might have secured a precious draw. “All in all, a game to be remembered and the players 
deserved the tremendous ovation they received as they left the field”. 

Three Shield games filled the void before the away tie, and a single loss against Limerick on the 
weekend before travelling to Budapest, lost second spot to Shels and gave the unbeaten Shamrock 
Rovers a clear lead. 

Gilmore and O’Connell replaced Cruise and Turner for the away leg and by the time the Dundalk 
team entered the People’s Stadium for the second leg, the 100,000 crowd were in good spirits—they 
had just witnessed the other Budapest team, Ferencvaros, defeat their Romanian opponents by 4-0 in 
the Fairs Cup, for an aggregate 5-3 victory. They went wild in the fifteenth minute when Vasas took the 
lead, but Danny Hale’s equaliser within a minute drew an eerie silence, broken only by the cheers of the 
60 travelling supporters. Four minutes later, in a replica of the move that yielded the first goal—a 
teasing cross from Tony O’Connell—Danny nearly scored a second goal. That, however, ended the 
hopes of a shock. 4-1 up at half-time, the ruthless Hungarians didn’t stop until Kevin Blount had taken 
the ball out of the net a total of eight times, to leave an aggregate 9-1 result. To compound the misery, 
Mick Millington got his marching orders in the second half for retaliation. The heavy score-line 
reflected the difference in class—nonetheless for the first half an hour, Dundalk matched their famous 
opponents and never gave up the fight, even when the position had become hopeless. 

It was back home to some serious business. With the Shield 
winners automatically qualifying for the Fairs Cup spot, and the 
possibility of even second place being sufficient, the last three Shield 
games were crucial. Rovers continued their winning ways, but 
Dundalk matched them with three successive wins against Pats, 

Cork Hibs and a last match decider for runner-up spot against 
Shels, where a comprehensive 3-0 victory secured the medals. Rovers had three points to spare—but 
Dundalk’s second place was a small insurance policy towards another bite at the European cherry. 

Everything was on course for another memorable season—or so it seemed. The suspension of Alan 
Fox by the Board, and his quick reinstatement, shortly after returning from Budapest was followed by 
even stranger happenings during November—the ousting of club chairman, Tom McGrath, and his 
replacement by Vincie McKee—and a six match run without a win. 

The Leinster Cup loss to Drums was no big deal, nor was the 2-2 draw with Shamrock Rovers in 
the final of the City Cup. But a single point from the opening four League games was an entirely 


Shield 67-68 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Shamrock R 

9 

2 

0 

34 

11 

20 

Dundalk 

8 

1 

2 

27 

10 

17 

Waterford 

6 

2 

3 

33 

23 

14 


111 

or 








different matter. The sight of the League Champions propping up the table after a dismal 3-1 loss to 
Cork Celtic on November 26th brought home the extent and suddenness of the fall and of the gloom 
that had descended on the Carrick Road. Injuries to Turner, O’Connell and Blount hadn’t helped but 
distinct creaking sounds could be heard from the hitherto reliable defence. 

In the midst of the crisis, Ben Hannigan had returned to the fold, and helped inspire a December 
comeback. It started quietly with a late penalty against Drums, after Eoin Hand had taken down Paddy 
Turner. It was another struggle to overcome Drogheda, nor was there great joy in the 5-1 win over the 
hapless Bohs (in 33 League and Shield games they would manage just three wins). But the recovery 
gathered momentum with a 5-1 thrashing of Limerick and on the last day in December, a brilliant 
performance from Ben Hannigan helped to sweep St Pat’s aside, with Ben contributing a hat-trick in a 
4-0 rout. Five wins from five games in December put a different look on the table. 

It got better in January with four straight League wins including a crucial 1-0 win at an over¬ 
crowded Kilcohan Park, which saw “non-existing accommodation and totally inadequate stewarding” 
for an estimated 15,000 crowd, who regularly spilled on to 
the pitch. A missed penalty by Waterford ace John O’Neill 

beat everybody to the cross to the delight of the large travel¬ 
ling support. To close the month, the marathon City Cup 
final saga with Shamrock Rovers was settled by a single 
Hannigan goal in the second replay (a week earlier the first 
replay had finished scoreless, when Tommy McConville, in 
the dying seconds of extra-time, brought a magnificent save from Mick Smyth to save Rovers bacon). 

When Sligo were despatched 3-0 a few days after the City Cup triumph, in a Cup rehearsal, the 
League winning stretch reached ten games. Waterford’s loss to Shamrock Rovers on the same day put 
Dundalk on top of the League table, with a point to spare. A bad tempered FAI Cup first round match 
at the Sligo Showgrounds finished I-1, thanks to a Hannigan special and Ben was the star in the mid¬ 
week replay, opening the scoring after ten minutes of the second half on the way to an emphatic 4-0 
win. The unbeaten run, starting with the Drums 1-0 win on December 3rd, now stretched to 14 games 
(ten League and two each in the City Cup and FAI Cup). 

In the previous five seasons, Cork Celtic had failed to win a single match against Dundalk in 15 
encounters but inspired by their new player-coach, Carl Davenport, they were making amends this 
season and their 3-2 win at Turner’s Cross completed a hat-trick of victories, to maintain their interest 
in the destination of the League pennant. 

Limerick’s visit to Oriel for the Cup second round was a very rowdy affair and on-the-field 
tantrums and confrontations spread to the crowd, with pressmen in the new stand taking cover from 
flying missiles, including a ‘Molotov cocktail!’ Kevin Murray’s second half penalty settled matters, to 
the chagrin of the travelling supporters. But the shenanigans were not confined to the playing field. A 
few days afterwards, supporters woke to the bombshell announce¬ 
ment by the Board that it had agreed to Alan Fox’s request to be 
released, apparently confirming the rumours that some clubs were 
interested in acquiring his signature. The effect on the team was 
swift—a demoralised and disorganised effort on the following 
weekend in a 1-0 loss to Drogheda at the Lourdes Stadium. 

Waterford’s loss on the same day to Cork Celtic just rubbed salt into the wound, with only five matches 
remaining. Five closing wins by the Suirsiders closed the door on all the challengers and Dundalk’s 
better goal average saw them take the runner-up medals from Cork Celtic, four points adrift of 
Waterford. 
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W 

D 

L 

F 

APnts 

Waterford 

16 

2 

4 

59 

18 

34 

Dundalk 

14 

2 

6 

44 

24 

30 

Cork Celtic 

12 

6 

4 

40 

27 

30 


was punished when Hannigan released Gilmore, and Stokes 
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Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

Hale 

Shelbourne 

A 

6-1 

3 Flynn, Burke, Byrne, Turner 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-1 

2 Stokes, O'Connell, Murray 

Shamrock R 

N 

2-2 

2 Murray 

Shamrock R 

N 

0-0 


Shamrock R 

N 

1-0 

Hannigan 


2-57 







Dundalk’s run-in included a visit to Limerick, where the appearance of Alan Fox for the home side 
and memories of the Cup battle would ensure another incident-packed occasion. Confrontation was 
the order of the day and nobody hung back. Matters finally boiled over after an “incident” between Fox 
and his brother-in-law, Derek Stokes. Kevin Blount ran the length of the field to get involved and by 
the time the dust had settled, the names of Fox and Blount were in the referee’s book and Dundalk 
awarded a penalty. The reliable Kevin Murray converted to tie the match at 2-2 and Paddy Turner got 
the winner in the dying minutes. Mayhem followed at the final whistle and the visitors had to be 
smuggled out of the Markets Field to the screams of 500 local supporters chanting of “We want 
Blount”. 

The Tolka Park FAI Cup semi-final against Shamrock Rovers saw Dundalk’s worst display of the 
year and produce the same result, 3-0, as in the previous season, with the same destroyer-in-chief Mick 
Leech repeating his two goal strike. He did the same in the final against Waterford when Rovers won 
their fifth-in-a-row Cup. The good news for Dundalk was that the Hoop’s Cup win left vacant the Fairs 
Cup slot reserved for the Shield winners, and available to the Shield runner-up. 

Ben Hannigan closed his season with two goals in the final match 3-1 win against Shels, bringing 
his League tally to 15, the same as Carl Davenport (Cork Celtic) and they shared the honour for the 
leading League marksman for the season. Patsy McKeown was the supporters choice for Player of the 
Season. 

Rovers were the victors in the Top Four semi-final going through on the unsatisfactory corner 
count at the end of a 2-2 draw. The last competition of the year was for the Blaxnit Cup for the semi¬ 
finalists in both the FAI and IFA Cups. A 1-0 win over Derry City at Oriel gave Dundalk a semi-final 
draw against Crusaders and an unlucky 1-0 loss. There was still time before the end of May to squeeze 
in a couple of friendlies, first at Rathfriland and a 2-1 win over Glentoran and finally back to Oriel 
where Scottish visitors. Hearts, ran out 2-0 winners. For this one, John Murphy, released by Glenavon, 
made an appearance, linking up again with Patsy McKeown as his full-back partner. 

For the later stages of the season. Tommy Rowe had taken charge of team affairs and during the 
close season he was appointed to the position of coach. 

An eventful season is surely an understatement—the memorable first Oriel Park experience of 
Europe, three sets of medals, a history-making ten match winning League stretch, a boardroom 
upheaval, the departure of the player-manager at a crucial point in the season, angry supporters 
meetings, plenty of rumours, no shortage of “incidents”, lots of great football matches, record crowds. 
Big Ben Hannigan at his magical best—and to cap it all, two of the new 120-feet high pylons were 
toppled in January gales (thankfully they were insured and would be fully restored by the beginning of 
the next season). 

In the short space between their debut for the Vasas game and the January gales, the lights were 
already demonstrating their value with a series of money-spinning friendlies. These included a match 
for the Harp Lager Trophy—billed as the Unofficial All-Ireland Championship—against Glentoran 
whose four trophies in 1966-67 included the Irish League, and on St Stephen’s Day a match against 
Shamrock Rovers for the Macardle Cup. Joe Ralph was referee for a game against Linfield and it took 
all his persuasive skills to keep the peace, when play became over robust!! 

• Paddy McCourt resigned from the Board when he was appointed Honorary Secretary of the 
League of Ireland, a position he filled for the following six years. Norman Sudbury replaced 
Paddy as Dundalk Secretary. 

• Ben Hannigan (15 League goals) shared the leading League Scorer Award with Carl 
Davenport (Cork Celtic). 

• Representative Appearances for the League of Ireland. 



October 25th Dublin v. Irish Lge (Won 3-2). November 8th Dublin v. English Lge (Lost 7- 
2). Fran Brennan and Tony O’Connell—both games. 

• Winning Dublin City Cup team v. Shamrock Rovers in the second replay on 31st January, 
1968, atTolka Park, 1-0 (Hannigan); Kevin Blount, Fran Brennan, Patsy McKeown, Paddy 
Crossan, Alan Fox, Kevin Murray, Larry Gilmore, Tom McConville, Paddy Turner, Ben 
Hannigan, Tony O’Connell. 
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- 1968-69 - 

Tommy Rowe was busy adding to the squad after the departure of Danny Hale and Jim Burke and 
the absence of Kevin Blount on suspension from the Limerick goings on. Willie Roche (St Pat’s), 
Jimmy Morrissey (Drums), Charlie Hendricks and Frank Campbell made up the numbers and Tony 
Keogh joined Pat Lawless and Kevin Blount on the goalkeeping staff. In late November, the arrival of 
Maurice Swan brought the custodians count on the payroll up to four. 

The key signing was that of the 22-year old Turlough O’Connor. Part of the Bohs squad, which 
also included Kevin Murray and Larry Gilmore, that had finished third in the League Championship in 
both the 1964-5 and 1965-6 seasons, he and Jimmy Conway had been transferred to Fulham. He had 
been capped once, against Czechoslovakia in Prague (November 67), scoring with just four minutes 
remaining in a shock 2-1 win, depriving the home side of qualifying for the European Championship 
finals—Spain just squeezing in instead. His Dundalk debut was in a testimonial for Eunan Blake in 
Derry and he contributed a hat-trick to a 5-3 victory. 

The opening day competitive match, against Shamrock Rovers for the President’s Cup (lost 3-2), 
saw some of the new faces on show—Lawless, Brennan, McKeown, Hendricks, Roche, Millington, 
O’Connell, Turner, Hannigan, O’Connor, Morrissey. Rovers repeated their win a week later in the 
Shield. Oriel Park fans got their first view of the newcomers in a City Cup game with Sligo, and were 
highly impressed, not least with O’Connor who accounted for all three goals in a 3-1 victory. He 
continued to find the net during a 3-Shield-wins-in-a-row prelude to the Fairs Cup encounter with 
Dutch side DOS Utrecht. 


September 11th 1968 Fairs Cup in Utrecht. 

Lawless, O’Reilly, McKeown, Murray, Brennan, Millington, Gilmore, O’Connor, Stokes, 
Morrissey, Campbell, Twelfth man Hannigan. 17-year-old goalkeeper Tony Keogh was signed from 
Home Farm, and travelled as cover for Pat Lawless. Blount was still under suspension. 
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Injuries sidelined Turner and O’Connell for the away leg, twelfth man Hannigan had only one 
match behind him, and Des O’Reilly, although carrying an injury, was Patsy McKeown’s full-back 
partner. The game opened on a tragic note for Dundalk, when, after four minutes play, Patsy ‘Tootsie’ 
McKeown was stretchered off with a serious leg injury. Jimmy Morrissey dropped back to replace him 
and Ben Hannigan came off the bench. After half an hour, the home side took the lead and shortly 
afterwards, Dessie O’Reilly’s injury forced another change with Larry Gilmore taking the right-full spot 
alongside jimmy Morrissey—O’Reilly became a virtual passenger on the wing. With two forwards 
playing as fulls and the opposition one up, the outlook looked bleak. Utrecht, with seven past interna¬ 
tionals in their line-up, came into the match with an impressive home European record—four years 
without a home loss against some serious opposition, Liege, West Bromwich, Barcelona and Zaragossa. 
The remaining hour of play promised to be a backs-to-the-wall effort and Tommy Rowe’s instructions 
were clear—close up the defence, pull back the inside forwards and allow the weakened attack to make 
the best of it. 

What followed was one of the finest performances ever seen by a Dundalk team in a European tie. 
Hannigan as linkman was superb, Brennan and Millington were outstanding, Murray did all the 
sweeping up and the makeshift full-back line of Gilmore and Morrissey gave nothing away. Time and 
time again, Hannigan relieved the sorely pressed defence, holding the ball until the defence re¬ 
organised itself for the next Utrecht onslaught. After holding out until half-time, confidence grew after 
the break as the home side failed to press their advantage, thanks to a resolute defence and some 
brilliant saves by Pat Lawless. With fifteen minutes left, the home fans were silenced when a swinging 
cross from the injured Des O’Reilly was headed in by the diving Derek Stokes to equalise the tie and 
give Dundalk a precious away goal. The last fifteen minutes were not pretty, as Dundalk channelled 
back, closed up shop and thwarted all the home sides efforts. Against all the odds, Dundalk had 
achieved a memorable away draw—but at a very high price. 

‘Tootsie’ McKeown, the only local player on the team, had 
suffered a double fracture of the leg that ended his career. Now 
31 years old, he had made his senior debut in 1957, had six 
Amateur caps and four Inter League caps. After spells in the 
forward line, he took over the full-back spot at the beginning of 
the 1960-61 season, rarely missing a game since then, and was 
a key member of two Championship winning squads (1962-63 
and 1966-67). 

A few days later, Drumcondra put a damper on the 
prospects of a Shield win, winning 1-0 at Tolka Park, but the 
preparations for the return Fairs Cup match could not have 
been better, with two sparkling wins, 5-0 against the unbeaten 
Drogheda and 4-0 at Dalymount against Bohs, maintaining a 
top three slot in the Shield table. Fortunately, John Murphy 
was available and his signature was secured to take the place of 
Patsy McKeown, in time for the second leg. 

Tuesday October 1st 1968 Oriel Park v, DOS Utrecht, 

Lawless, Murphy, Morrissey, Murray, Brennan, Millington, Gilmore, O’Connor, Stokes, Hannigan, 
O’Connell. Subs Blount for Lawless, Turner for Gilmore. 

On another memorable Euro night, 6,000 people (£2,000) turned out to see a bit of history, when 
Dundalk became only the third Irish club to win a European tie. In 30 ties only Drumcondra (Fairs 
Cup 62-63 against Danish club Odence), and Shamrock Rovers (Cup Winners Cup in 66-67 against 
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Sparta, Luxembourg) had achieved that feat. It took a nerve-wracking period of extra time before the 
home side departed “to a storm of acclamation never before witnessed at the grounds”. The visitors* 
offside tactics did not help a poor first half, but supporters weren’t complaining, especially when Derek 
Stokes scored his second Euro goal seven minutes after the break from Larry Gilmore’s perfectly timed 
through pass. But the cheers and the lead were short lived when Utrecht equalised within minutes. 
There were some Dundalk chances but no goals for the rest of normal time. The first 15 minutes of 
extra time was a tense and nervous time, but three minutes after the start of the final period came the 
decisive moment. Tony O’Connell took a corner-kick, which was played back to him, and he found the 
inrushing Jimmy Morrissey with his cross. From twenty yards out, Jimmy’s header squeezed into the 
corner of the net—and Oriel Park erupted. It was helter skelter for the remaining time, with chances at 
both ends, before Scottish referee ‘Tiny’ Wharton called halt, saving further damage to supporters’ 
nerves and allowing the celebrations to begin. By unanimous agreement, man of the match was Tony 
O’Connell. 

Dundalk were the first Provincial contestants in the Fairs Cup, due to the breaking of the Dublin 
club’s monopoly on the Fairs Cup spot, which was still reserved for the Shield winners, providing that 
the Shield winners did not otherwise qualify to play in either the European Cup or the Cup Winners 
Cup. Over the previous five seasons, the Shield winners had participated in one of the Premier 
European competitions (Champions Cup or Cup Winners Cup), leaving the Fairs Cup slot to the next 
best of the Shield finishers. In 1964-65, when the Dublin clubs still held the monopoly, Shelbourne 
had been nominated, even though they had finished in only fifth place in the Shield, behind provincial 
teams, Dundalk, Waterford and Cork Celtic. 

With the Utrecht game behind them, it was time for Dundalk to secure the highest possible finish 
in the Shield and a possible back door into Europe for the following season. The prospects of another 
good finishing position were bolstered by the excellent goal average of 19 for and 6 against after the 
first six games. The seventh game was against Limerick, with Alan Fox paying his first return visit to 
Oriel, on the Sunday after the Utrecht win. The Shield goals position had dramatically improved by 
half-time with a 5-0 lead. Another one shortly after the break opened up the possibility of an embar¬ 
rassing score line. But in a complete transformation, Dundalk fell asleep and were somewhat lucky to 
survive on a 7-4 score line. By now the next round draw for the Fairs Cup had thrown up an intriguing 
second round match—a trip to Ibrox Park to meet the mighty Glasgow Rangers 

“Like a pantomime” was the Democrat’s description of the following weeks efforts at Richmond 
Park that finished 7-5 in Dundalk’s favour. A twice taken penalty, hat-trick hero Stokes ending up in 
goals after Blount was injured, Pat’s left-half Jackie Hennessy scoring for both sides and twelve goals 
certainly added to the entertainment value. Spy watching Willie Waddell, Glasgow Ranger’s manager, 
admitted afterwards “In all my travels, I have never seen anything 
quite like it.” Derek Stokes had scored hat-tricks in the two big wins 
and there were no complaints about the forward line but the 
Democrat was pleading with Tommy Rowe to “find a centrehalf”. 

The Shield programme was completed with an easy 4-1 win over 
Hibs and a crucial last match lost by 1-0 to Shels. Fortunately, Shamrock Rovers also lost their last 
match to Hibs and on goal average, Dundalk finished second to Waterford. Time would tell if second 
place would be good enough for another crack at Europ>e. 
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October 30th 1968 Ibrox Park v. Rangers, 

Lawless, Murphy, Morrissey, Murray, Brennan, Millington, Turner, Stokes, Hannigan, O’Connell, 

Gilmore. “A night to forget.the foul-mouthed fans set a new record for obscenity.party songs 

with their own obscene additions_four letter words filled the air.it must have filled every decent 









minded fan with loathing...”. So ran the descriptions in the Scottish Newspapers of the behaviour of 
35,000 Rangers fans who urged their team on with choruses of ‘The Sash* and ‘God Save the Queen*. 
Dundalk managed to keep the score to 4-1 by the 88th minute, but two late blunders gave the final 6-1 
scoreline a flattering look. The 2-1 half-time score was thanks to a Kevin Murray penalty, after Tony 
O’Connell was pulled down, and a real battling display, but overall the part timers were “outclassed, 
outran and out-thought” by the professionals. 


November 13th 1968 Oriel Park v. Glasgow Rangers. 

Lawless, O’Reilly, Brennan, Murray, Keogh, Millington, Turner, O’Connor, Stokes, Morrissey, 
Gilmore. Sub Murphy for Brennan. 

Two weeks later, the good citizens of Dundalk received first hand experience of “that nasty and 
repulsive behaviour born of ignorance, political and religious bigotry and arrogance”.... so described by 
the Democrat under a heading “The Barbarian Invasion”. Some Glasgow but mainly Belfast ‘youths 
and teenagers, like all mobs, stayed in groups and found safety in numbers’ and spent their time in 
running battles with the large Garda force drafted in for the night. The 21-year-old Andy Keogh, 
playing in only his fifth game, performed heroically, marking Rangers £100,000 Colin Stein and Des 
O’Reilly never shirked the unenviable task of chasing Willie Henderson all round the park. A plucky 
home team, with Murray and Millington always in the thick of things, made the visitors work hard for 
their 3-0 victory. 

Opening League losses to main contenders Shamrock Rovers (5-1) and Waterford (3-1) lead to 
significant changes in the defence. Maurice Swan, Charlie Hendricks and Tommy McConville quickly 
settled in and an unbeaten run of nine games (eight wins and one draw) gradually hauled the team into 
second position, a single point behind Rovers, after the first series of matches. It could have been better 
if a three-goal lead against Cork Celtic hadn’t been frittered away in the only draw in the nine game 
unbeaten sequence. 

The second series started in a jam-packed Milltown in the middle of January, which was also a dress 
rehearsal for another clash in the FAI Cup. Mick Leech, who had scored a hat-trick in the 5-1 Oriel 
game, and was having a magnificent season (finishing with 56 goals in all competitions), netted his 
38th goal of the season to give Rovers a flattering lead. But the dismissal of Mick Millington along with 
Damian Richardson was a huge loss. Stokes equalised early in the second half and almost immediately. 
Leech’s cleverness allowed Billy Dixon in for the winner. Another loss on the next weekend in a 3-2 
Oriel thriller meant that realistically, only a Top Four place remained in prospect. However, a sloppy 
finish (two draws in the last three games) forfeited the runner-up medals. Waterford made no mistakes 
and their 36 points gave them a comfortable margin over the other Top Four qualifiers. Rovers (31), 
Hibernians (30) and Dundalk (29). Four Oriel losses deserved no better. In the Top Four Cup and 
Dundalk’s last match of the season. Rovers (2-1) completed their sixth win over Dundalk this season. 

Earlier in the year, a spiritless performance in the FAI 
Cup at Milltown, and another two-goal salvo from Mick 
Leech gave the same 3-0 result for the third year in a row. 

Only the Dublin City Cup final against Rovers on St 
Patrick’s Day (Tolka) gave any end of season joy. With five 
season losses to the Hoops (and 17 goals shipped), 

Dundalk had lost the previous weekend to Drogheda and dropped a point to Bohs, which effectively 
finished any lingering thoughts of the League title. A predictable sixth loss was on the cards when the 
Hoops held a 2-0 half time lead, both goals coming from Frank O’Neill. However, Dundalk went on a 
second half scoring spree with contributions from Stokes (2), O’Connor (2) and Turner, and the City 


City Cup _ 1968-69 _ 

Sligo Rovers H 3 - 1 3 Turlough O'Connor 

Drumcondra A * 1 - 1 O'Connell 

Shamrock R N 5 - 2 2 Stokes, 2 O'Connor. 

* Won on corners Turner 




Cup found its way to Oriel Park for the fifth time, salvaging a trophy and a bit of pride from the 
domestic season. 

Winners of the Dublin City Cup on March 17th ‘69 5-2 v. Shamrock Rovers: Swan, Hendricks, 
Murphy, Murray, McConville (Tom), Millington, Turner, O’Connor, Stokes, Morrissey, Gilmore, 12th 
man was Brennan. 

The win could hardly have come at a better time, after the sobering news of the club’s grave—but 
according to the Democrat “not desperate”—financial position. At a shareholders meeting, Jim Malone, 
who had taken over the chairmanship from Vincent McKee earlier in the season, had broken the bad 
news that the current season was pointing to a deficit of £2,000, after taking account of £4,000 transfer 
fees for O’Connor and Swan, but the capital account was in a horrific state. Apart from an immediate 
need of £3,000, there was a ‘capital debt’, arising from the construction and fitting of the ‘new’ Oriel 
Park, amounting to £51,000. (The balance sheet value of the grounds, including floodlighting, was 
£63,000.) 

Waterford’s League title brought one piece of good news—the Shield second spot, secured after 
squeezing out Shamrock Rovers and Drogheda on goal average, was enough to earn another entry to 
the lucrative Fairs Cup. The early season defence frailties had been exposed by the powerful Waterford 
and Shamrock Rovers combinations but the addition of Swan, Hendricks and McConville had brought 
a big improvement—the last half of the season saw a big reduction in goals conceded. But the plaudits 
undoubtedly went to the strike force of O’Connor and Stokes, whose 53 goals accounted for nearly half 
of the season’s 109, the third largest in the clubs history. 

There were late season departures for two long time Oriel favourites. Ben Hannigan joined 
Shamrock Rovers in the first week of April. Not Cup-tied, he appeared in the drawn Cup final against 
Cork Celtic on April 20th. In March, Tony O’Connell bought out his contract and signed for 
Bohemians. Within days, he and Dinny Lowry (ex-St Pats) were lining out against Dundalk in the 
League game of March I6th, which finished 1-1, the first professional players to play with Bohemians. 
As the club’s articles had not yet been changed to allow for this, they both played without pay. 

• Representative Appearances for the League of Ireland 
September 4th In Dublin v. Scottish League (0-0) Fran Brennan 

April 9th In Belfast v. Irish League (Won 2-1) Turlough O’Connor (scored) 

• Turlough O’Connor (17 goals) was second to Mick Leech (19) for leading League 
marksman. 
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The Hangover 

The spending spree was over and the hangover had set in. There was no prospect of the so-called 
‘capital debt’ being repaid and the company survived liquidation only because the creditors elected so. 
There had been talk at the March meeting of a ‘capital reconstruction—this was short hand for seeking 
agreement of the creditors to write down their debts, because, in effect, these creditors ‘owned’ the 
company. The deal that saved the club was the agreement by the principal creditors to accept a setde- 
ment of 10s. in the £, to be paid over the following five years. Gerry McKeever undertook to raise the 
£5,000 per year required to meet this liability, heading a group that comprised a number of existing 
committees. Supporters Club, Social Club, Lighting Committee, Ladies Committee and some Board 
members. In addition, the Board undertook the task of raising about £8,000, urgently needed to meet 
pressing debts. 

It all came out in the wash in June 1969, when the existing board of the company resigned, making 
room for a new group to assume command. Two of the old group, John McLoughlin (who became 
chairman) and Paddy McAllister, were joined by Des Casey, Gerry McKeever, Joe Larkin and the newly 
appointed team manager, Liam Tuohy. With some minor changes in personnel, this group stayed in 
control for the next four years (John McLoughlin was chairman for the first two seasons and Joe Larkin 
took over for the last two), labouring under the shadows of the huge debt, the legacy from the recon¬ 
struction of Oriel Park. 

Miraculously, Gerry McKeever and his Committee would be successful in their huge undertaking, 
but it would mean that all of the club’s fund raising capacity for the foreseeable future was being 
mortgaged against the undertaking given to the creditors—none of it would be available for the opera¬ 
tional costs of running the club. In effect, until this debt was discharged, no resources would be free for 
team building, and a bleak number of years would lie ahead as a consequence. 


Liam Tuohy 

Aptly described as one of the great personalities of Irish Soccer, Tuohy’s C.V. was simply unmatch- 
able. Eight Irish caps, another three at ‘B’ level, 24 Inter-League appearances, four League 
Championship and four FAI Cup winners medals. Personality of the Year in 1966, three seasons with 
Newcastle United, Player-Coach with Shamrock Rovers who delivered five FAI Cups in a row, scorer of 
87 League goals and 20 FAI Cup goals.but that’s enough. Nor was he finished. 

A group manager with HB Ice Cream, with responsibility for the North-East region, his heavy 
travelling commitment meant that he found it impossible to pay adequate attention to his Milltown 
coaching duties and he resigned shortly after Rovers defeated Cork Celtic in the replayed final, having 
delivered his fifth FAI Cup. Now based in the Dundalk region, he accepted the club’s offer to take on 
responsibility for all team affairs. 


- 1969-70- 

The club that Liam Tuohy had joined was not a happy one. Personality clashes, lack of stability and 
continuity at Board level, unfulfilled promises given to players leading to low morale, and regularly, 
over the previous couple of seasons, events off the field had overshadowed the team’s performances. 
Several players, including Turlough O’Connor, simply wanted away from it all. 

Tuohy’s other problem was that he had fourteen of a squad and only four forwards—and what was 
described as ‘meagre resources’, another euphemism for ‘no cash’. The man from the Democrat was also 
having problems learning a new vocabulary, but after a couple of interviews with the new manager, he 
was confidently describing the intricacies of a 4-2-4 line-up like an expen. 
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Visits in July from English League clubs, Brighton and Peterborough, gave Tuohy the opportunity 
to try out some of his new team strategies and there was one great piece of summer news with the 
announcement that Dundalk had drawn Liverpool in the Fairs Cup. The addition of Eamon Carroll 
(ex-St Pats) and Tony Bartley (ex-Limerick) fleshed out the forward talent and shortly into the season 
Tommy Kinsella became available from Shamrock Rovers. Turlough O’Connor was persuaded to stay 
and Tommy McConville was signed as a professional. The early season 4-2-4 line-up was Swan, 
Hendricks-Brennan-McConville-Morrissey, Murray-Millington, Turner-Stokes-O’Connor-Carroll. 

There were two new members in the League, bringing the membership to fourteen. Athlone Town 
were returning after an absence of forty years. To say that the other newcomer came as a big surprise 
would be a gross understatement. The promotion of the 1968 FAI Junior Cup winners, Finn Harps 
from Ballybofey, was greeted with disbelief When the newcomers lost their opening game by 10-2 
against Shamrock Rovers in the City Cup, the sanity of the League officials was being seriously 
questioned. But they need not have worried—Patsy McGowan, Fran Fields and Finn Harps were here 
to stay—and how! Before the season had ended, a number of clubs, Dundalk included, would get first 
hand experience of a new force in Irish soccer, a force that would enhance and enrich the whole League 
scene. In his book ‘Strings on my Harp’, Patsy McGowan records the help and encouragement 
provided by Des Casey, Paddy McCourt and Sam Prole, before and during the Harps application 
process. 

To make way for the 26-game League, the Shield programme was cut back, with two seven-team 
groups playing a single round of matches and the top two in each section qualifying for a four-team 
run-off. Dundalk kicked off the season with a 3-0 win over Shels at Oriel in the first round of the 
President’s Cup and a few days later were knocked out by Shamrock Rovers (4-3). There were four 
Shield matches before heading for Anfield, including the first trip to Ballybofey. A cracker of a game 
finished 3-3 and the Harps equalising score came from debutant Brendan Bradley, signed that week 
from Derry City for £100. By the season’s end, his name was on everybody’s lips and his 18 League 
goals put him top of the goal charts, an award he would take on four more occasions. By the time his 
career had closed, his name was on 235 League goals alone. 

September I6th 1969Anfield Fairs Cup v, Liverpool 10^0 defeat 

Dundalk: Swan, Brennan, O’Reilly, Murray, T. McConville, Hendricks, Gilmore, Turner, 
O’Connor, Bartley, E. Carroll. Stokes replaced Gilmore (2nd halO- This was a stroll for Bill Shankley’s 
thoroughbreds, the first of the great Liverpool teams of the modern era, with two League 
Championships already in hand. Emlyn Hughes, Tommy Smith, Ian St John, Ian Callaghan, Peter 
Thompson, Roger Hunt etc etc etc never had it so easy. Dundalk’s nightmare consisted of five goals in 
each half—it took one minute after the start, in front of 32,000 Anfield faithful, for Alan Evans to 
open the gates. Liverpool showed no mercy—that was not a word to be found in the Shankley vocabu¬ 
lary. Amongst the crowd was a French teacher on secondment in Liverpool, whose fascination with 
Liverpool FC started that night, born out of his admiration at the team’s relentless dedication to the 
game, even long after the end result was obvious. In time, Gerard Houlier would attempt to instil the 
same Shankley ethic into a different generation of Anfield stars. 

September 30th 1969 Oriel Park 2nd leg. 4-0 defeat. Aggregate 14-0 

For Dundalk, Millington and Tommy Kinsella replaced Hendricks and Gilmore. Subs, Stokes for 
Carroll and Gilmore for Kinsella. The visitors had already done the business and the crowd could 
enjoy seeing the greatest English League team of the era show all their skills. But the home side also 
gave them plenty to cheer—Swan, Millington, McConville and O’Connor were not overawed. It was 
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not for want of effort or chances that Dundalk failed to record a score and were deserving of the closing 
ovation from the 5,000 attendance. 

On the domestic scene, Liam Tuohy had steered the team into the Shield semi-finals, thanks to a 1- 
0 win over nearest rivals, Drogheda, but a mid-week trip to Flower Lodge in November to play the 
other section winners, Cork Hibernians, proved fruitless (1-0 loss). 

The League opened a few days after the Fairs Cup tie with a 2-1 win over Drums on October 5th. 
Over the following two months there was a succession of injuries and Brian McConville was promoted 
from the reserves, quickly establishing for himself the right-half position. John Keogh, the Shamrock 
Rovers full, was also drafted in. By the time Shamrock Rovers came for their first season visit, Dundalk 
had won all six opening League games, by far the best start in years. Rovers were let off the hook and 
the first point was dropped. 

At the end of November, a 1-1 draw away to Limerick completed a two month unbeaten run, 
extending to nine games, which placed Dundalk on top of the League with 16 points, thanks mainly to 
a superb defence, which in nine games had conceded just six goals. After an absence of four seasons, 
Brian McConville was back at right-half, brother Tommy was domineering the centre, Mick Millington 
was on the left, and fronting Maurice Swan were Fran Brennan and John Keogh, Charlie Hendricks 
filling in when required. 

League Champions for the last two seasons, Waterford, were the next visitors to Oriel Park and 
nobody was going to miss this one. For the best part of 25 years, a Waterford match on the Carrick 
Road was a must, even for lapsed supporters and this one was worth every penny. Brian McConville 
stood out and a magnificent home performance simply blew the League Champions off the park by 6- 
1, all crowned by four goals from Turlough O’Connor, adding another name to the club’s best League 
match haul. 

The following weekend, there was the second trip to Finn Park, and by this time. Harps opening 
day debacle against Rovers was just a distant memory. In Shield and League, nobody had come away 
from Ballybofey with full points in eight visits. Dundalk took an early lead through Tony Bartley and 
Harps responded with two before the break. In a cracker of a game, Paddy Turner squared the match 
fifteen minutes into the second half A stalemate looked in prospect until Harps cut loose in the last 
twenty minutes and ran through Dundalk, finishing comfortable winners by 6-2. When two goals by 
Dave Wiggington helped Hibernians to both points on the following weekend at Oriel in a 4-1 win, 
the euphoria from the Waterford victory had disappeared. This occasion was also marred when Brian 
McConville suffered a serious leg injury after a joust with John Herrick, which knocked him out for the 
rest of the season. 

Two good wins away from home over St. Pat’s (5-1) and Drums (3-1), repaired some of the damage 
and after fourteen games, the destination of the honours was down to the run in, with just a point 
separating Dundalk, Waterford and Hibernians. 

Inexplicably, Dundalk’s League prospects were shattered over the next six games. The first five 
games, three of them at home, were all against teams in the bottom half of the table—and all were lost. 
The loss run reached six, against Shamrock Rovers, at Milltown—but it hardly mattered. The dream of 
a championship under Liam Tuohy had already been buried. The Democrat’s conclusions seemed 
appropriate “The limitations of the first team pool, cunningly camouflaged by Liam Tuohy, were 
blatantly exposed”. 

In the middle of this alarming loss of form, the draw for the FAl Cup had paired Dundalk and 
Finn Harps for another bout at Ballybofey, on February 1st. A record gate of £1,450 turned out in 
torrential rain, which quickly engulfed the playing surface and turned it into a swamp. After Brendan 
Bradley and Paddy Turner had exchanged goals, the referee called a halt. The state of the pitch caused a 
ten-day delay before the teams returned for the replay. While waiting, Dundalk’s League slump 
continued with a loss in Sligo. 
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In the re-fixture. Turner gave Dundalk the lead in the first minute, which Harps equalised in the 
fifteenth minute. It stayed that way to the end, in the face of considerable Dundalk pressure on Harps, 
who had their goal scorer, Jim McDermott, sent off. Two more League losses before the replay put paid 
to League prospects and did not augur well for the Cup. 

The biggest crowd of the year at Oriel saw a great replay and an excellent 4-0 home win, with 
Paddy Turner again on the score-sheet along with Tony Bartley and a pair from Kevin Murray. The 
other newcomers, Athlone Town, got the home tie in the next round, but the big St Mels Park crowd 
saw a dour and flat 0-0 draw. A couple of days later, Dundalk made no mistake and a 2-0 victory 
earned another semi-final slot against Bohemians, in their first season playing as professionals. A goal 
after two minutes from Ben O’Sullivan finished the scoring and Dundalk’s Cup interest for another 
year. The Bohs backbone was provided by ex-Shamrock Rovers pair, Johnny Fullam and Ronnie Nolan, 
with Tony O’Connell at centre-forward and they went the whole way after a triple-decker with Sligo, 
O’Connell getting the winner in the second replay. Their previous win had been back in 1935—against 
Dundalk. 

The Cup victory over Harps had restored confidence and the remaining six League games went 
undefeated. There were a couple of excellent tail-end results away from home with scoreless draws 
against the two contenders, Waterford and Hibernians, and two closing Oriel Park wins against Finn 
Harps and St Pat’s. Gerry Rogers made his senior debut along the way and for the last match against St 
Pat’s, Tommy Connolly made his first appearance (“a fine attacking player, with a good football sense, 
and an eye for an opening”). 

But the New Year loss of form had done the damage and this year there were no consolation 
prizes—no European qualification, no Top Four—and a season that had promised so much fizzled out 
in late April with a loss to Coleraine in the Blaxnit Cup. There was one last outing in the middle of 
May, against the Peter McParland-managed Glentoran (2-2) for the Patsy McKeown Testimonial and 
the Dundalk Selection included Danny Hale and a trio from Shamrock Rovers, Mick Kearin, Mick 
Leech and ‘Tootsie’s’ long time adversary, Frank O’Neill. 

The closing announcement before the summer break was the appearance of the clubs Available for 
Sale’ list, which contained the names of Kinsella, Gilmore, Morrissey, Carroll and Bartley—a sign of 
things to come. The six Cup games had grossed £8,200, of which the club had received £3,500, but 
this bonus barely made up for the alarming drop in the Oriel Park support. 

The Sixties 

The decade was one of the most exciting in the club’s history. It brought two memorable champi¬ 
onship winning squads (and a couple of near misses), a host of great European nights, a new revamped 
Oriel Park and was adorned by the most lethal group of goal-scorers to play with the club—^Jimmy 
Hasty, Francie Callan, Liam Munroe, Danny Hale, Ben Hannigan, Paddy Turner, Derek Stokes, 
Turlough O’Connor. The three seasons, 66-67 to 68-69, were the high watermark, with more than 300 
goals. During the 1968-69 year the forward line regularly read: Turner, Hannigan, O’Connor, Stokes. 
Or would you prefer the 1961-62 team sheet of: Munroe, Callan, Hasty and Willie Coleman. Either 
way, you would be guaranteed goals, plenty of them. 

There was no Cup glory, and just a few semi-final appearances meant the least Cup productive 
decade to date. But would anyone swap the memories of this golden strikers’ era for a Cup? 

• Turlough O’Connor equalled the club’s League match record of four goals on December 
7th 69, won 6-1 against Waterford, but he struggled all season with a troublesome knee. 
During the summer, he had surgery to remove a cartilage. 



• Paddy Turner s performances earned him the Supporters Player of the Year award. 

• Willie McKeever, who was scoring regularly with the reserves, came on as a reserve for the 
Irish Youths team in a 0-0 draw against the Welsh Youths at Tolka Park at the end of 
December. 
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1970-71 


In the first five games of the season, no less than twenty players got a game—Swan, Brennan, 
Murray, John and Tony Keogh, Millington, Tom and Brian McConville, Ian Cullen (ex-Shels), Mick 
Sandom (ex-Bohs), Turner, Bobby Gilbert (ex-Rovers, Drums), Hendricks, Maurice Jones, Willie 
McKeever, Tommy Connolly, Sean Kelly, Sean Sheehy, Gerry Rogers and Joe Larkin (released by 
Chelsea). Liam Tuohy was patiently explaining to the Democrats man why he was playing to a 4-3-3 
formation—with the troops at his command a 4-2-4 line-up would simply be overrun at midfield. He 
also had too many expensive players who had passed their sell-by date. In early September, to the 
consternation of some supporters, he made his intentions clear by placing Swan, Murray and 
Millington on the open-to-transfer list, and signalled his intention to place his trust in a young and 
inexperienced team. 

Unfortunately, he had been saddled with yet another legacy of the Sixties—the striving for success, 
in recent years, had been achieved by buying in experienced players, to the almost complete neglect of a 
local nursery policy. The policies and practices of Colm Bellew in the early 1960s and of the reserve and 
youth team development pursued by Paddy McCourt and Tommy Rowe in the mid 60s had been 
neglected. There was no youth team policy and local players had simply drifted away from Oriel Park. 
Although he knew that a successful youth development policy would take some years to bear fruit, he 
did not have that time. He had little choice but to pursue a game of sink or swim. Luckily, Turlough 
O’Connor returned from his summer surgery and within a couple of weeks had demonstrated that he 
had lost none of his skills. 

Tony Keogh took over the goalkeeping duties, with John Keogh, the two McConvilles, Fran 
Brennan and Charlie Hendricks supplying the back four needs. Young legs were employed in 
midfield—starting with Tommy Connolly, Joe Larkin and Sean Sheehy and joined later by Willie and 
Gerry McKeever. The front force consisted of Turner, O’Connor, Bobby Gilbert and Mick Strevitt, but 
before long Gerry Rogers was being accommodated. 
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In spite of all the experimentation, hopes of a semi-final Shield 
spot were kept alive until the last match against Shelbourne, but the 
four goals needed to qualify on goal average did not materialise. An 
injury to Paddy Turner disrupted things for a while, but O’Connor 
was buzzing. No longer being required to drift back towards midfield 
to gain possession, his poaching talents were being maximised and the 
goals began to mount. A half a dozen games into the League, things 
began to click into place, starting with a 5-0 rout of Bohemians in the 
Leinster Cup, followed a few days later by an excellent 3-3 draw at 
Milltown. At this stage ,0’Connor had eleven goals in the twelve 
games since his comeback. 

The fifteen games from November 11th, when Bohs were 
thrashed, until the defeat of Sligo on January 31st, would vindicate 
Tuohys team selections and tactics, with just one defeat in the ten- 
week period. That single defeat was on a winters day in the cauldron 
of Flower Lodge to Champions elect, the Dave Bacuzzi-led Cork 
Hibernians, when only some dubious hometown decisions deprived 
the visitors of at least a share of the spoils. League champs, Waterford, 
also got a shock and just scraped a point against a team containing six 
members who had never previously even stood in Kilcohan Park. 

There was a little piece of history made against Limerick, when two 
sets of brothers lined out with Dundalk, the McConvilles, Tom and 
Brian, and the McKeevers, Willie and Gerry. 

Along the way, Tuohys Babes had delivered the Leinster Cup to 
the Carrick Road with a stunning 5-2 performance on St Stephens 
Day against Shamrock Rovers, with the following team: Tony Keogh, 

Sean Kelly, Fran Brennan (capt.), Tom and Brian McConville, Willie 
McKeever, Sean Sheehy, Paddy Turner, Turlough O’Connor, Gerry 
Rogers, Joe Larkin. Twelfth man, Gerry McKeever. 

The Cup was on display the following day at Oriel Park when the 
team delivered another Christmas present by way of a 3- 
0 victory over St Patrick’s Athletic, all three goals coming 
from Turlough O’Connor. The unbeaten League run 
continued throughout January and there was also 
another win over Shamrock Rovers in a mid-week City 
Cup tie. Since an opening day President’s Cup loss to 
Shamrock Rovers, Oriel Park had seen only one home loss (a 2-0 League loss to Cork Celtic). 

For the fourth consecutive year, a tough away match had been drawn in the FAI Cup, this time to 
play League pace setters Cork Hibernians. With five young locals, and Joe Larkin from Newry, 
Dundalk put up a brave and battling performance against the team of the year, in a packed Flower 
Lodge, where the start was delayed to accommodate the latecomers. Carl Davenport opened the scoring 
just before half-time and Dave Wiggington made it two after the break. But Dundalk never wilted and 
were rewarded when Willie McKeever got one back with less than ten minutes remaining. In a frantic 
finish, Hibs rearguard held on against considerable pressure. 

At this stage in the League, Dundalk were within three points of the League leaders Hibs, but 
successive losses to Celtic and a disappointing home loss by 2-1 to a fast recovering Shamrock Rovers 
knocked the confidence of the team and it was downhill from there on. O’Connor’s form deserted him 
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1970-71 LEINSTER SENIOR CUP WINNERS 

Back: Turlough O’Connor, Paddy Turner, Fran Brennan, Tommy McConville, Tony Keogh, Sean Sheehy, Willie 

McKeever. 

Front: Gerry Rogers, Gerry McKeever, Joe Larkin, Brian McConville, Sean Kelly. 


and a measly four draws from the last nine League games sent the team nose-diving down the table. 
The final ninth place finish was a harsh reward for the marvellous middle-season run. 

Two more newcomers, goalkeeper Brendan Muckian and 16-year old striker Eugene Ryan, received 
their baptism in the City Cup semi-final duel with Shelbourne, which was settled by a Sean Kelly goal. 
A League point taken off Waterford would ultimately prove fatal for the visitors—they finished just a 
point behind Hibs and Rovers, with Hibs taking the title in a play-off. For the last League game of the 
year, away to Pats, Aidan Prendergast became the latest of Tuohys Babes to make his first team debut 
and he celebrated with a goal in a 2-2 draw. 

It was a month after the last League game before the 
final of the City Cup was played, another trip to Flower 
Lodge to play team of the year Cork Hibernians. In front 
of their home fans, Hibs came out on top by 5-3 and the 
Dundalk team reflected the extent of the changes that 
Tuohy had so quickly instituted—Keogh, Connolly, Brennan, the McConvilles, Willie McKeever, 
Sheehy, Turner, O’Connor, Larkin and Rogers, with Gerry McKeever as twelfth man. 

In all the key areas, Liam Tuohys moves were singularly successful. The wage bill had been reduced 
dramatically from £16,000 in the previous year to a more manageable £9,500, a youth coaching and 
development policy had been put in place under Hugh Fleming, the careers of Tom and Brian 
McConville had been restored and a whole bunch of young and exciting talent had been tested, which 
for ten weeks in the depths of that winter had stood up to the best in the land. And two sets of medals 
had been pocketed. An early indication that these policies would be continued into the following 
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City Cup _ 1970-71 _ 

Limerick A 2-0 Turner, Murray (pen) 

Shamrock R H 2 - 1 Larkin, Sheehy 

Shelbourne H 1-0 Sean Kelly 

Cork Hibs A 3 - 5 2 Turner, O'Connor 















season was the appearance of the open-to-transfer list, which contained the names of Bobby Gilbert, 
Mick Sandom and John Keogh. 

But were the supporters happy? The gate receipts at Oriel Park said no. 

• Only Brendan Bradley (Finn Harps) with 20, and Johnny Matthews (Waterford) with 17, 
topped O’Connors 16 League goals. 

• Tommy McConville’s displays won him the Supporters Player of the Year award. 
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- 1971-72 - 

During the summer, Liam Tuohy had been appointed manager of the Irish International team in 
succession to Mick Meagan and for the next twelve months he would double up as Dundalk and Irish 
manager. However, during this period the Irish team had only one fixture until a trip to South America 
the following June, by which time the domestic season had ended and Tuohy had resigned from his 
Dundalk position. 

There were no new faces at Oriel Park, and Dundalk came flying out of the traps. An early August 
run out against Drumcondra in the Presidents Cup, lost on penalties after a 2-2 finish, helped to blow 
out some of the cobwebs. By the end of September, seven straight wins had earned entry to the semi¬ 
final of the Shield and qualification for the second round of the City Cup. The closing game win came 
on September 26th against Shamrock Rovers and was the first Milltown victory in eleven years. 
Seventeen fruitless trips had been made since Jimmy Hasty had powered Dundalk to their last win, 
away back on December 18th, 1960. 

Everybody was helping themselves to the goals from the first eight games, headed by Turlough 
O’Connor with a half a dozen and Gerry Rogers, whose five included a hat-trick at the Sligo 
Showgrounds. The form of Tommy McConville and Turlough O’Connor earned their selection on the 
Irish International team’s visit to Austria (Liam Tuohy’s first match in charge), for the last match at the 
Group stage of the European Championship, where a weakened team suffered a humiliating 6-0 loss. 

Three opening League losses stopped Dundalk’s gallop, the most painful being by 3-0 to Drogheda 
at Oriel, where the loss of Tommy McConville and Turlough O’Connor on International duty was too 
much, and Youth International Freddie O’Hara made his debut. Sean Sheehy’s goal saw off Bohemians 
by 1-0 in the Shield semi-final, and after two wins against Athlone in the same week, in the League and 
the City Cup, it was off to Dalymount Park for the Shield final against Drogheda, and the first local 
derby in a competition decider. 
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This was the 35th local derby since Drogheda’s 
accession to the League in 1963, and Dundalk’s 26 wins 
and only 7 losses to date gave them the upper hand. But 
the recent 3-0 Oriel win for the Boynesiders suggested that 
history or tradition would count for nothing with the 
Shield title at stake and Drogheda still seeking their first 
trophy win. A vintage display by Dundalk simply overpow¬ 
ered Drogheda, and Brian McConville, Willie McKeever 
and Joe Larkin vied with hat-trick hero Paddy Turner for 
the accolade of man of the match. A superb Larkin goal 
and one from O’Connor completed a comprehensive 5-0 
victory. Shield Final team v. Drogheda on October 28th at Dalymount: Brendan Muckian, Sean Kelly, 
Fran Brennan, Brian and Tom McConville, Charlie Hendricks, Sean Sheehy, Paddy Turner, Turlough 
O’Connor, Willie McKeever, Joe Larkin. Twelfth man (not used) Gerry Rogers. 

Between the opening President’s Cup match, lost on penalties to Drumcondra, and the March 1st 
1 -0 League loss to Bohemians, only one home game was lost, to Drogheda in the League on October 
10th. And yet the Oriel Park crowds grew smaller—a great 4-1 win over Cork Celtic had a £270 gate. 
An even smaller crowd turned out to see a superb performance from Joe Larkin and an O’Connor hat 
trick in a 5-2 defeat of Limerick. Larkin repeated the form when League hopefuls Finn Harps were sent 
home pointless in a December 3-2 win. Away losses in December to the front-runners, Cork Hibs and 
Waterford, ended any hopes of staying in League contention. 

A first round trip to Longford in the FAl Cup presented no problems, the goals in a 3-0 win 
coming from Gerry Rogers, Paddy Turner and Sean Kelly. The Markets Field in Limerick was the next 
stop in the Cup, and in a scoreless draw, Liam Tuohy’s tactics were clear and successful—give nothing 
away and get them to Oriel Park. In the replay, a hard surface and a stiff breeze did not help matters, 
but the biggest crowd in a couple of years got no real entertainment. Gerry Rogers, in the first half, and 
A1 Finucane early in the second, shared the scoring honours in a poor 1-1 draw. In contrast, two days 
later, Dundalk gave League leaders and Champions elect, Waterford, a football lesson, and a hat-trick 
from Turlough O’Connor gave the home team a very convincing 3-0 win. Within another few days and 
after 290 minutes, Dundalk finally got the better of Limerick at Dalymount. Gerry Rogers and Joe 
Larkin combined to set up the first goal for Turlough O’Connor and O’Connor supplied Rogers for 
the winner. 

“The bitter taste of it all” was the Democrat’s headlines after the Dalymount semi-final against 
Waterford. Dundalk were two up at half time, both goals coming from Paddy Turner, but were not ‘two 
goals a better team’. In a great come-back, helped by two own goals, from Tom McConville and Sean 
Sheehy, and two controversial goals, Waterford went through to the Cup final. The fourth goal came in 
the 91st minute. It was acknowledged that in spite of the unsatisfactory nature of all the Waterford 
goals, the win was a just reward for superior skill and tremendous courage shown by Waterford. A week 
later they would repeat the dose to win the League. Two goals down at the Flower Lodge at half-time, 
they came back to score three in the second period and steal the League from Cork Hibernians. 

Dundalk’s season ended a week after the Cup loss with a visit to Finn Park and a 2-1 loss in the 
semi-final of the City Cup. 
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Bohemians 

N 

1-0 

Sheehy 

Drogheda 

N 

5-0 

3 Turner, Larkin, 

O'Connor 


June 1972 

The Irish International team had not played a single match since the Austrian game in October of 
the previous year, a game that had extended the depressing winless run to twenty. The last time an Irish 
team had secured a victory was back in 1967 in Prague, on Turlough O’Connor’s debut, and not since 
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defeating Turkey in a European qualifier at Dalymount, in November 1966, had the home fans seen an 
Irish victory. The World Cup qualifiers were starting in the following October and in preparation, the 
FAI accepted an invitation to participate in the Brazilian Independence Cup, which would guarantee a 
minimum of 4 matches. Turlough O’Connor and Tommy McConville were selected on the travelling 
party. Ireland won their first two games, against Iran and Ecuador, breaking the winless sequence, and 
with renewed confidence, lost by only single goal deficits to the stronger nations, Chile and Portugal. 
Turlough made four appearances, scoring in the 3-2 win over Ecuador and also managing to have 
himself red-carded in the game against Chile. Mick Fairclough, playing with Huddersfield Town, was 
also in the squad and like Tommy McConville was not called upon. The prevailing feeling was that 
Tuohy had sown the seeds of recovery. 

Back in Dundalk, Chairman Joe Larkin was facing up to an entirely different scene and a different 
set of feelings. In early June, just before his departure to Brazil, Liam Tuohy resigned his position as 
Dundalk’s manager, and later moved back to Shamrock Rovers, where the Kilcoyne brothers. Barton, 
Louis and Paddy, had just taken control of the club from the Cunningham family. A deficit of almost 
£8,000 for the season had raised the spectre of the club having to adapt a policy of becoming amateur, 
if not worse. As ever, Tuohy was forthright and honest in his assessment of Dundalk’s problems—he 
had only the highest regard for the Dundalk board “the finest group of people he had ever worked with 
the facilities were top class, the finest in the League”.. .but, “unless support improves, there would be no 
future”. As Des Casey and Joe Larkin later spelt out to the shareholders, average gates of £300 were a 
long way from the £700 a week required to run the club. The Supporter Social Club was raising £5,000 
per year, but this was spoken for to service the agreement with the club’s creditors. 

In spite of the Board’s efforts throughout the summer, new sponsors and new investors could not be 
found, leaving no option but to sell the silverware. Turlough O’Connor (to Bohemians), Tom 
McConville (to Waterford) and Sean Sheehy (to Preston) were sold and the proceeds matched the year’s 
deficit. The club was saved from almost certain liquidation—but at a desperately high price. 

• Inter League September 1971 v. English League Tom McConville. 

• International caps. October 1971. Away to Austria in the European Championship, Lost 6- 
0. Tom McConville and Turlough O’Connor. This was Liam Tuohy’s first match in charge 
of the Irish International team. He remained manager until the World Cup game against 
France in May 1973, a total of 10 matches and a record of Won 3, Drew 1 and Lost 6. 

• June 1972. Turlough O’Connor was in the party that took part in the Brazilian 
Independence Cup, and played in all four group matches v. Iran (sub) 2-1 win, v. Ecuador 
(sub and scored) 3-2 win, v. Chile Lost 1-2, and v. Portugal (Sub) Lost 1-2. He became the 
third Irish player to be sent off in an International match, when red-carded against Chile. 

• Halifax Town, qualifiers for the newly instituted Texaco Cup and drawn against Manchester 
United, were in Oriel Park for a pre-season friendly at the end of July 1971, and got a bit of 
a shock in a lively 3-3 draw. 

• Three members of the Youth squad were in the Irish party for a trip to play Iceland, Jim 
Grace (goalkeeper), Joe Brunton and Freddie O’Hara, who scored in a 4-3 loss. 

• Paddy Turner became the fifth player to exceed 100 career goals with the club. 

• On January 2nd 1972 Dundalk defeated Drumcondra by 1-0, ending 44 seasons of 
encounters with the Tolka Park side. During the close season, they were taken over by 
Home Farm and for the following year were known as Home Farm-Drumcondra. By the 
1973-74 season even the Drumcondra name was gone. Their Golden Era was between 
1945 and 1958, when they contested five FAI Cup finals, winning three, lifted the League 
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Paddy Turner 

7 Seasons 1965-66 to 1971-72 

Goals 

LGE 

FAI 

SHL 

LSC 

PRS 

CC 

TOT 

Apps 

1965-66 

8 






8 

14 

1966-67 

8 


4 

2 


3 

17 

45 

1967-68 

: 5 


5 



1 

11 

32 

1968-69 

: 8 


8 ; 


: 2 

1 ; 

19 

37 

1969-70 

; 11 

; 2 

4 : 


: 3 

1 ^ 

21 

40 

1970-71 

i 7 



1 


3 : 

11 

31 

1971-72 

^ 7 

; 3 

6 




16 

; 40 

Career 

54 

5 

27 

3 

5 

9 

103 

239 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

AO 

O'Connor, furlough 

26 

15 

1 

: 10 

Turner, Paddy 

16 

7 

3 

; 6 

Larkin, Joe 

10 

4 


6 

Rogers, Gerry 

9 

1 

3 

5 

Sheehy Sean 

; 7 

4 


3 

McKeever, Willie 

3 

2 


1 

Hendricks, Charlie 

i 2 

2 



Kelly, Sean 

2 

1 

1 


McConville, Brian 

2 

1 


; 1 

o.g. 

; 2 

1 


1 

McConville, Tom 

1 

1 



71-72 Total 

80 

39 

8 

33 
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26 

11 

3 

12 
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46 
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5 

2 

2 

1 

8: 
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SF 
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8 

8 

0^ 

0 

2T 

2 
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City Cup-KO 

3 

2 

0 

1 

5: 

4 ; 

SF 

Leinster Cup 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 : 

3 

SF 

Pres Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2: 

2 ; 

IstR 

Total 

46 

24 

6 

16 

80 

63 



Championship three times and were runner-up on five occasions. Under Sam Prole, they 
were the first Irish club to win a European tie when defeating Odense (Denmark) in the 
Inter-City Fairs Cup in 1962, and although losing 6-0 away in the first leg to Bayern 
Munich in the next round, they managed a 1-0 home victory in the second leg. 

• In the 17 seasons from 1942 to 1958 a Tolka Park victory over Drums was a rarity for 
Dundalk supporters—there was just one League win in the period. 


- 1972-73 - 

The architect and builder of the team, the central defensive bulwark, and the finisher supreme— 
they were all gone. Paddy Turner was still recovering from his Cup semi-final injury and before he had 
the opportunity to demonstrate his well being, he also was gone. The cupboard was bare and the conse¬ 
quences were inevitable. Stripped of its creator and of its key members and without minders, the 
youthful remainder struggled. The team failed to register a goal in almost half the games and the total 
of 37 goals from the 42-match season was the poorest season haul in the clubs history. 

Fran Brennan took the poisoned chalice of team manager and with team preparations a fortnight 
behind the normal, he had little choice but to pitchfork another set of newcomers into the fray for the 
opening Presidents Cup. From the previous years Youths and reserve teams, Fergus Boyle, Jimmy Kirk, 
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Liam Gorham, Brendan Watters, Joe Brunton and Robbie Mullen found themselves on first team duty 
in the first week of the season, joining the previous year Veterans’, Willie and Gerry McKeever, Tommy 
Connolly, Tony Keogh and Sean Kelly. It is doubtful if the club had ever fielded a younger team. At the 
age of 29, Brian McConville was by a long way the ‘father’ of the team. 

They shocked quite a number of people, including Drogheda (3-1) and Athlone (1-0) in progress¬ 
ing to the final of the President’s Cup, clearing the way for the final against Shamrock Rovers at 
Dalymount on August 13th. Two goals from Mick Lawlor and one from Mick Leech gave the Hoops 
the Cup (3-1). The lineout for the final was: Tony Keogh, Sean Kelly, Brian McConville, Liam 
Gorham, Fergie Boyle, Fran Brennan, Joe Brunton, Tommy Connolly, Robbie Mullen, Willie and 
Gerry McKeever. Tom Kane was twelfth man. 

In the six section games in the Shield, there was only one loss, at Ballybofey, and a last game win 
against Shamrock Rovers at Oriel was sufficient to earn second place in the section, good enough to 
qualify for the semi-final. First man onto the field at the final whistle was Liam Tuohy, offering his 
congratulations to Fran Brennan, and pleased no doubt at seeing the performance of his former ‘babes’. 
Charlie Hendrick’s good form earned him selection on the Irish Under-23 team to play against France 
,but a last minute injury forced him to withdraw. 

Unfortunately, the Shield had now lost its status as a European qualifier and the semi-final, against 
Cork Hibs, was not played until the following April. Christy Canavan joined on a month’s trial and 
Terry Davey took the place of the injured Fran Brennan, but Brian McConville was forced finally to 
attend to a cartilage problem and did not return until the New Year. 

The pain commenced in the League. A week after the Shield win over Rovers, the unbeaten home 

record fell to newcomers Home Farm-Drumcondra_ “Like being treated to a dinner with all the 

trimmings at a five star hotel, and then having to make do with fish and chips the next night”. The first 
round League games started on October 8th against Home Farm and were completed on December 
30th, by which stage Dundalk had five points and had recorded one single victory. That came at Oriel 
Park in the middle of November, where a single goal was enough for another 1-0 win against Shamrock 
Rovers. The League goal tally now read—For 4, Against 23. In November, the Democrat, in despair 
was asking “Does anybody really care if football dies in Dundalk”. After the players were asked to take a 
50% wage cut, Des Casey retired from the Board on principle. 

League leaders, Finn Harps, got a bit of a shock at home, being lucky to salvage a point and the 
Democrat noted that Joe Larkin’s goal was the first to be scored by a Dundalk player in that year’s 
League “after 963 minutes”, the two previous goals being own goals. 

Off the field, there was considerable activity throughout the late winter. There was growing realisa¬ 
tion that the worsening financial situation could not continue indefinitely. In the absence of concerted 
action, it was clear where it would all end—the demise of the club. Aggravating the situation were the 
rumblings coming from some other League clubs of their wish to see a cutback in the number of teams, 
with the bottom two dropping out. 

With the approval and encouragement of Board Chairman Joe Larkin and assistance from Des 
Casey, a round of meetings, usually held in Jim Malone’s office, started to hatch a rescue operation. 
They concluded in the middle of January with a new Board being formed, to include three members of 
the existing group, Joe Larkin, Des Casey and Tommy McEvoy (who had been Treasurer since July 
1972), three members of the 1966-69 board, Jim Malone, Kevin McGuinness and Jim Kerr, and six 
newcomers, D. O’Kane (who became Chairman), Enda McGuill, Ted Kieran, Charlie McCann, Jack 
McCann and Oliver Quinn. Peadar Halpin was appointed to the position of Club President. Within a 
year, Oliver Quinn would become Chairman, a position he retained for nine years. This was the fourth 
major Board change since the PLC’s incorporation in 1965 and the last substantial change for the 
remainder of its existence, until its demise in the winter of 1994. 




The cornerstone of the salvage operation was a Bank guarantee in the sum of £12,000 given by 24 
local businessmen. £7,000 would be set against the Bank Debt and the remaining £5,000 used in the 
running of the club. The guarantors consisted of the 12 new directors and Malachy O’Reilly, Peadar 
Halpin, Evan Henry, Enda Kelly, Niall McCann, Tommy McArdle, Matt McGuill, Gerry McKeever, 
Jimmy O’Meara, Hugh McKenna, Brian Quinn and Pat Kirk (Carlingford). Later benefactors, who 
joined the list of Vice-Presidents, included Jim and Brendan Dufiy, M.J. McDonnell, Pat Gunne, 
Paddy Martin and Phil Monahan. 

In the period between 1965 and 1973, the following served time on the Board: Tom McGrath, 
Peadar Halpin, Jim Malone, Jim Kerr, Vincent McKee, John McLoughlin, Jim O’Meara, Paddy 
McCourt, Pat Duffy, Paddy McAllister, Norman Sudbury, Kevin McGuinness, Malachy Carroll, Enda 
Kelly, John O’Dowd and Liam Tuohy. 


The Rest of the Season 

In the ten FAI Cup draws between 1964 and 1973, Dundalk had only twice got a home first round 
game, and the last one was in 1967 against the minnows Tramore Athletic. The draw was again unkind, 
with a trip to Milltown. Starting with the 7-0 hammering in 1964, this was the sixth Cup meeting with 
Rovers in ten seasons and Dundalk had still to advance beyond them. 

There was enough time for the new management to make a set of 
signings to beef up the team in advance of the Cup, three from 
Glentoran, Joe McAleavey, Gerry Brammeld and Tony Cavanagh as 
well as Noel Tennant (ex-Bohs). But it was to no avail. It took three 
matches to settle this year’s tie. There were two draws (1-1, 0-0), 
before another 3-0 loss at Dalymount and Mick Leech was again on 
the scoresheet (Mick Lawlor and Terry Daly supplied the rest). This 
was the fourth successive Cup loss to Rovers on a 3-0 scoreline, all in 
the space of seven seasons, and Mick Leech’s name was on nine of the 
Rovers fourteen goals in this period. He only once failed to find the 
net in these ties—in this year’s 0-0 replay in Oriel. Since Dundalk had 
defeated the Hoops in the 1958 Cup final, all six ties had gone to the 
Milltown team on an aggregate score of 24-3. 

Things improved a bit in the second round of the League, but the 
only issue to be resolved was who would take the wooden spoon, and 



Tony Cavanagh 


there were only two contenders, Dundalk and Drogheda. By a margin of four points Dundalk kept 
their nose ahead, maintaining the record in the ten seasons since the Boynesiders arrival, of always 
finishing in front of them. Sometimes you must be thankful for small mercies. More importantly, for 
both clubs, no changes were made in the League membership and both were re-elected after the usual 
application, Dundalk’s first since 1959, and the last time that either club would have this kind of 
begging letter on its way to Merrion Square. 

Late in the season, on successive weekends, the new Board got a clear indication of the scale of the 
problems that lay ahead in their efforts to revive the club’s fortunes. At Kilcohan Park, and on their way 
to their sixth League Championship in eight years, Waterford handed out a 5-1 beating, on a day when 
the McConville brothers lined out on opposite sides. A week later, it was Rovers turn and at Milltown 
they didn’t stop until they had six goals. 

But the clearest signal of all, and the biggest potential problem, came on the occasion of the last 
home game of the season when the gate for the match against St Patrick’s Athletic was the princely sum 
of £42. The gate for Rovers Cup replay was £650, but for many games it fell below £100, and with a 
fee of £100 for each visiting club, losses were inevitable. 
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For this last game two more young locals made an appearance, Tony McSorley and Mickey Clarke, 
and the only consolation for the small crowd, according to the Democrat was “that they stretched out 
round the newly laid stock car track to enjoy the warm sunshine.” Before the kick-off, Tony Keogh was 
presented with his Player of the Year Award. 

But what goes round comes round. Who could foresee that Waterford had claimed their last League 
pennant? Or that their great rivals Cork Hibernians would have only three more seasons before they 
disappeared? Or, indeed, that another ten seasons would elapse before Milltown again flew the champi¬ 
onship flag? 

The Board, of course, had other things on their mind and the fundraising efforts were wound up— 
draws, raffles, barbeques, stock car racing, door knocking, arm twisting, season ticket sales, sponsors, 
advertisers—in fact just about anything that could turn a few bob. There was an early boost with an 
announcement from new secretary, Enda McGuill, that P J Carroll had ‘made a magnificent gesture’, 
donating £1,000 to the club and that a number of creditors had taken shares in lieu of debts owed to 
them. 


But the scale of the liabilities was intimidating and it would take another couple of years to clear 
out the remnants of the old ‘capital debts’. In the 
meantime, valuable breathing space had been secured. 
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Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI AO 

Larkin, Joe 

7 

5 

; 2 

McKeever, Willie 

7 

3 

; 4 

Mullen, Robbie 

5 

3 

; 2 

McKeever, Gerry 

4 


; 4 

Brammeld, Gerry 

3 

2 

1 1 

o.g. 

3 

2 

i 1 

Brophy, Sean 

2 
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Brunton, Tony 

2 

1 

; 1 

McAleavey, Joe 

1 

1 


Cavanagh, Tony 

1 


1 ; 

Connolly, Tommy 

1 


i 1 

McIntyre, Richie 

1 


i 1 

Total 

37 

19 

1 17 


- 1973-74 - 

One of the first actions of the new board was the appointment of a 
manager—better still a two-for-the-price-of-one player-manager. 34 
year-old John Smith had been around, starting back in 1956 as a 17 
year-old with West Ham and finishing up in the 1971-72 season with 
Walsall. In between he had played with five other clubs, and his 
mileage clock said 387 League games and 43 League goals. Three of 
his ex-colleagues from Walsall quickly followed him, 34 year-old 
midfielder Willie Penman, wing full Dougie Devlin and the 20 year- 
old winger, Jimmy Dainty. Penman had also been a team-mate of 
Smith’s at Swindon. And there were more. John Coyne, who had seen 
service with Tranmere and Hartlepool eventually took over the centre- 
forward spot and he was joined later by one of his Hartlepool 
colleagues, Willie Waddell. 

Not since the Alan Fox era had so many new players arrived and 
you would have to back to the Thirties to find so many ex-English Willie Penman 

League players running out at Oriel Park. Nor was it all foreign 

imports. Harry Cobbe (ex-Bohs) arrived and didn’t take long to get his name on the scoresheet. 
























There was a terrific start to the season in the newly introduced League Cup, which replaced the 
Shield. After just one loss in a 3-4 Milltown thriller, Dundalk swept through their section to the semi 
final stage, which included a 1-0 Oriel win over League Champions Waterford, before the biggest home 
crowd in years (£817), and Tom and Brian McConville were on the Waterford line out. 

But in the semi-final, at a jam-packed and rowdy Oriel Park, Finn Harps provided all the fireworks 
in a comprehensive 6-1 victory. In spite of their loss to Dundalk, Waterford also qualified for the final 
and with Tommy McConville at centre-half, defeated the Harps in the final to take the inaugural 
League Cup. 

Dundalk’s good start continued into the League with four wins in the opening five games. But the 
bubble burst in a big way and just three draws over the next nine League games had the alarm bells 
ringing. 

CIE proved a bit of a handful in the Cup first round, and the 5-1 scoreline did not do justice to a 
fighting display by the Leinster Leaguers. The second round tie against Bohemians at Dalymount was a 
thriller. The season’s hotshots were the Bohs pair, Turlough O’Connor and Terry Flanagan, and their 18 
League goals each saw them share the leading League marksman title and lead Bohs to the League 
runner-up spot, behind Cork Celtic. 

They scored one each against Dundalk (Turlough’s came in the first minute). In an enthralling 
second half, Dundalk took control, thanks mainly to Willie Penman, and John Coyne got one back. 
After a bit of shenanigans between Mick Smyth and Willie Waddell, the Bohs keeper was sent off and 
Turlough O’Connor took the custodian’s jersey. With 5 minutes remaining, ex-Bohs Harry Cobbe sent 
the teams to an Oriel replay on the following Thursday. This time Flanagan (three goals) and 
O’Connor made no mistakes in an easy 4-0 win. Bohs departed in the next round to Finn Harps, who 
in their fifth senior season went on to lift the Cup, defeating St Patrick’s Athletics (who fielded future 
Dundalk heroes, Sean Byrne and Leo ‘Pop’ Flanagan.) 

Exactly a month later, a small consolation prize came Dundalk’s way, with the defeat of Bohs by 1-0 
in the replayed final of the Leinster Cup with the following team: Finnegan, Watson, Devlin, Penman, 
C Davey, McManus, Brunton, Coyne, Cobbe, Smith, Dainty. 

Four members of the future Championship team of 1976 were on board at this stage—Jimmy 
Dainty, Con Davey, Jackie McManus and Tony Cavanagh. 


Leinster Cup 
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“O’BRIEN’S TARZAN ACT MADE ORIEL GAME WORTH WHILE” 

March 31st 1974 was to be a special occasion at Oriel Park. To accommodate the travelling support 
for both teams, the FAI Cup semi-final between Athlone Town and Finn Harps had been allocated to 
the Garrick Road venue, the first time that Dundalk had played host to a Cup semi-final. The clubs 
financial interest was not inconsiderable—15% of the gate money (£2,500) kicked in a useful £375 to 
the kitty and the 5,000 crowd made ample use of the Social Club’s shop and bar facilities. Nor were 
there any complaints from local hotels and hostelries. But the headlines were reserved, not for Finn 
Harps easy 5-0 passage to the final, but for the extraordinary antics of Athlone Town keeper, Mick 
O’Brien. 

Two early Harps goals virtually sealed the fate of the Midlanders. In the second half, when a Harps’ 
attack ended with the ball sailing harmlessly over the bar, Mick swung out of the crossbar so effectively 
that it came tumbling down on top of him. Play resumed after a quick repair job by Dundalk officials. 
Soon afterwards. Harps’ manager Patsy McGowan was seen on the touchline in an agitated state, 
signalling to referee Mulhall that O’Brien was preparing to test the robustness of the newly-repaired 
bar. While play continued at the other end, attention now turned to the Athlone goals where Mick was 
in the process of launching Plan B, which was based on the simple proposition that Athlone’s only 
prospect lay in the match being abandoned. He was seen nimbly climbing up the netting from behind, 
balancing himself for a moment, taking careful aim and then jumping down on the bar—reducing the 
structure to a pile of kindling wood! 



JUST A WEE BIT HIGHER 

Men at work, left to right: Kevin McGuinness, Mickey Fox and Terry Carroll. 
Supervising, left to right: Referee Mulhall, Bobby Kerr and the two Linesmen. 
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Whilst the PA announcer was adding to the comedy by asking “Is there a carpenter in the crowd?”, 
referee Mulhall was taking a more serious view of the debacle. Mick O’Brien was getting his marching 
orders and he made his way to the dressing room to a thunder of boohs and a shower of beer cans and 
apple stumps from the enraged Harps contingent in the stands. While deserving full marks for initia¬ 
tive, it should be pointed out that Mick’s demolition effort was not his first argument with the goal 
structure—on the previous Sunday, he had successfully smashed the bar in a League game against the 
same opposition at Ballybofey ! His Oriel Park efforts were in vain. After a second repair job, the game 
finished with one of the Athlone outfield players in goals, under strict instructions not to swing out of 
the crossbar. 

For posterity, RTE had a camera at the game and soon afterwards a much wider audience was 
enjoying the spectacle, first on ITV’s “Big Match” and later still on BBC’s “Celebrity Sports Quiz” 
when it appeared on the “What Happened Next?” feature. 

Long after this game has been forgotten, “O’Brien’s Tarzan Act” (so described in the Democrat’s 
headlines) has become legend—who knows but some remote part of the football world is still enjoying 
the spectacle. 
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2. Aaadalk P.C. will pay tbs said Jla NcLougblln tbs sua of £500 
tax fxss on tbs signing of tbia Contcaet, and £500 on l/7/*75* 

3* Dundalk P.C. will pay ths said Jla McLyuah^^ w th« re. ^ 


4 . 



ikaadalk-F.C. Ltd., agrss to provids frss aocoandation to 
Jia McLaughlin psndiog ths (sirchass nf bouss in Dundalk. 

5. Dundalk P.C. agrss to pay all costs, sxoluding ths first £100 
involved in tbs transport of Jia Mouxighlins furniturs to Dundalk. 
Jia McLoughlin to bs rssponslbls for tbs first £100 sxpsnsss. 

6. :kindalk P.C. agrss to pay 50f of Jia MeLoughllns Air Pars to 
Xrsland, ponding kin rssiding psraaosntly in Dundalk, it being 
clsarly understood that tnls only applies to travelling to 
participate in ooapstitivs aatohss. 

7. Dundalk P.C. agrss to pay ths »aid Jia MeLoughlia tbs sua of tfiOO 
in tbs event if Utndalk P.C. winning tbs League Chaapionship, and 
a further £500 in tbs event of then winning ths P.A.I* Cap. 

S. U i n da Vk ir.C. Ltd., to pay Jia McLoughlin IQK of all Cross Channel 
Trsnsfsr Pees, froa Dundalk P.C. 

9* Tbs following First Teas Bonus to BpsCats* 

£2 win. 

£1 drsa plus £4 whilst the tssa is in ths top ttie positions in ths 
League Cup, and Tf>p Pour positions in tbs League ^ Ireland, as per 
National Press League Table, also ths following P.A.I. Cup Bonus to 
operatet 

£2 win pxsliatnary r und. 

£5 win first r <ond. 

£10 win secood round. 

£20 win r>sai-final. 

£50 siniauB win Pinal. 

10. Jia NoLoughlin to obtain £5 foe any additional aid-week aatchss, 
other than postponed League Matches or Cup Replays. 


Dated this 


1 hereby agree to the teras oz this Contract. 

BiaN.iD I.. . 



-r- 


' m 









- 1974-75 - 

The great crowds of the Sixties had disappeared, morale was low, the club had gone through six 
managers in as many seasons and the only trophies to show were a Shield and a couple of Leinster 
Cups. Last place in the League Cup Section, a first round departure from the Leinster Cup to 
Drogheda (4-1) at Oriel, an indifferent start to the League, the departure of manager John Smith, the 
appointment of Peter Watson as caretaker-manager, no cash in the kitty—and it was only November. 
The dreams and plans of yet another board were heading towards another nightmare. A bleak season 
was in prospect and after that, who knows. 

In late November another appointment was made to the position of player-manager, one Jim 
McLaughlin. He came like many before him with “an impressive CV” and plenty of “recommenda¬ 
tions”. James Christopher McLaughlin, (born in Derry on December 22nd 1940), in 13 English 
League seasons, with three clubs, had played in 456 League games and had 126 League goals to his 
credit, serving under some excellent managers, Arthur Rowley and Harry Gregg. Add to that, six goals 
in his twelve International appearances. He had coached and had a stint as secretary at the cash- 
troubled Swansea. 

Could he make it at the cash-starved Dundalk? Just one loss in his first ten games in charge said 
yes’, but a 1-0 first round Cup exit to Home Farm in February suggested his stay might also be a short 
one. 

Little did anyone realise the significance of the appointment, nor 
could anybody foresee the glittering new career that was about to 
unfold, which over the next 25 years would bring to Jim McLaughlin 
the accolade of the most successful manager in the history of the 
League of Ireland. At a half a dozen clubs he would take all the 
honours, including an unprecedented three times winner of the Soccer 
Writers, Personality of the Year Award. 

Over the following eight seasons at Dundalk he would deliver 
undreamed of glories and a cupboard stuffed with trophies, become a 
pied piper for the club’s supporters across Europe, make Oriel Park a 
venue feared by visiting teams and provide enough memories to fill a 
book. After leaving Dundalk he would repeat his achievements—again 
and again. All of that, however, was in the future. First he had to fix 
the broken Dundalk. 

His first match at Oriel Park was as a spectator on the terraces 
employer’s team in a League game against Bohemians. A 1-0 loss left them in the bottom half of the 
table with six points from the seven completed League games. His impressive match analysis afterwards 
to the interview Board was enough and he was immediately taken on board. A local wag commented: 
“With their knowledge of football, impressing that lot would not have been difficult.” 

His first game in charge was on November 24th, an away game against Home Farm. Dundalk won 
2-0, with the following team: Blackmore, Watson, Smith, Brunton, McManus, McLaughlin, Devlin, 
Coyne, Byrne, Davey, Dainty and twelfth man was Tony Cavanagh. His first home match on the 
following Sunday, was a 2-2 draw with Waterford. (Cavanagh and Penman replaced Brunton and 
Byrne.). Ten games into his reign, after defeating St Pats 3-0 at Oriel Park at the end of January, he had 
suffered just one defeat, against Athlone Town at St Mels Park. Without any significant changes in 
personnel, he had pushed the team up to second spot in the table, a sight not seen at Oriel since the 
distant Fox era. Adding spice to the mix was the prospect of a return to Europe, with the UEFA Cup 
entry reserved for the League runner up. 
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Jim McLaughlin 

watching his prospective new 








A poor February, with three losses against the front-runners, put an end to any prospects. But an 
unbeaten March, until the last game, secured a respectable fifth place finish. The last game resulted in 
an away loss to Cork Hibs, 24 hours after defeating Shamrock Rovers at Oriel and a win in Cork would 
have ensured third spot in the League. With nine points to spare over Athlone Town, Bohemians were 
runaway winners of the League, lifting their first Championship title in 40 years. 

For Dundalk there was new hope and as the word spread, the empty spaces in Oriel Park began to 
fill up. Cash constraints, however, meant that the new man would have to make do with the remnants 
of John Smiths squad, no heading for England with a licence to spend, no more flying in players at the 
weekend. Instead he would be required to earn his crust by scrambling around the League of Ireland 
scene, a foreign land so far as he was concerned, picking up crumbs and keeping transfer fees and 
signing on fees to the minimum. Voices, both on and off stage, were also demanding that the local 
players be “looked after”. And of course, find a “winning” team. The alternative was clear—another 
P45 would be issued. 

Quietly, over the summer, McLaughlin began to assemble the pieces, discarding as he went along— 
Seamus McDowell, a snip from Sligo at £150, and another Derry man, Seanie McLoughlin, to keep 
Seamus company for the travelling that lay ahead. On meeting Brian McConville at a Summer League 
match, one word borrowed another and Brian was making his third, or was it his fourth, return to 
Oriel Park. Contacts with the Kilcoynes at Shamrock Rovers established that brother Tommy might 
become available, if the Board could find the money. They did, by forming a kitty amongst themselves, 
for which they issued shares, and convincing Rovers to accept the fee in instalments. Sean Sheehy 
returned after a couple of seasons in Scotland. 

.Methinks I may have the makings of something here...Richies a good keeper and worth a 

couple of points, but I could do with a standby.... plenty of dependable defenders, and I’m hearing good 

things about the McConvilles, but again I need cover.don’t know how long these old legs of mine will 

last. maybe there’s someone among the reserve team... in midfield the two Derry boys won’t let me 

down, are worth a couple of goals each and they can play ball. Sheehy’s formbook looks good and 

McManus will shake a stick or two when things get rough in places like Cork.Cavanagh and Dainty, 

what a pair, but with a bit of discipline they can do a lot of damage.... it looks a very thin squad.... if I 

could only find a good centre forward who cost nothing. Still, there’s enough to be getting on 

with...was I mad to take this job? And a wee bird told me that I wasn’t first choice, not even second...did 
the others know something that I don’t...but the people here are nice....and the family are settling in 
.We’ll wait and see.. ..I’ll give it my very best shot.. ..this game gets into your blood, doesn’t it. 


• Thursday December 12th 1974 was a night of both sadness 
and nostalgia when the club hosted a benefit game for Jimmy 
Hasty, who had been murdered in a sectarian killing in 
Belfast. Dave Bacuzzi managed a strong Dublin squad against 
a joint Dundalk-Drogheda selection, and the big turnout 
reflected the regard for one of the most popular players ever 
to wear the Dundalk shirt. 

• 20-year-old Dave Derico became the second American to 
join the team, linking up with fellow American Bobby Smith. 
Already capped twice for the USA, full back Dave had been a 
teammate of Willie Penman during the summer of 1974 
playing with Seattle Sounders in the American League, and 
was returning to Seattle in April. 

• Tony Cavanagh joined up with Bob Smith at the 
Philadelphia Atoms in the North American Soccer League for 
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the 1975 season, while Tom McConville was making his second appearance in the NASL 
with Washington Diplomats, in the company of Alan Spavin and Waterford keeper, Peter 
Thomas. Before a crowd of 35,000 the Diplomats were at the wrong end of a 9-2 score line 
against New York Cosmos, for whom Pele was the leading light, scoring twice. 

• Jackie McManus and John Coyne had also sampled the American League, both fielding in 
the 1974 season with Boston Minutemen, who lost in the Championship semi-final to 
eventual winners, Los Angeles Aztecs. 


Bob Smith 



Dave Derico 


i 

L 

Jack McManus 




Goals 

Tot 

L LSC 

LC 

Coyne. John 

11 

7 

4 

Kavanagh, Tony 

: 9: 

7 

; 2 

Connellan, Paul 

7 ; 

7 


Dainty, Jimmy 

6 

4 1 

1 

Watson. Peter 

4 


4 

Armstrong. Tommy 

3 

3 


Byrne, Damian 

2 

2 


Cobbe. Harry 

2 

2 


Davey Con 

2 

2 


McManus, Jackie 

2 

2 ; 


Penman, Willie 

2 


: 2 

Devlin, Dougie 

1 

1 ; 


o.g. 

1 


1 

Total 

52 

37 1 

14 
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P 
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D 

L 

F A 


League Home 

13 

7 

3 

3 

22 14 


League Away 

13 

3 

5 

5 ; 

15 22 


League Total 

26 

lo; 

8 

8i 

37 36 

5th 

FAI Cup 

1; 

0; 

0: 

L 

0; 1 

IstR 

League Cup 

1\ 

2 

3 

2: 

14; 13 

DNQ 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

L 

1 4 

IstR 

Total 

35 

12 

11 

12 

52 54 



- 1975-76 - 

A July friendly against Glasgow Celtic gave Jim McLaughlin an opportunity to try out some of his 
new signings but all eyes were on a rampant Celts, for whom Kenny Dalglish and Bobby Lennox 
supplied a goal each to the visitors 6-0 win. 

The opening competitive action was a first round two-leg tie in the League Cup against Shelbourne 
and the new team had no difficulty in advancing on a 6-1 aggregate. “Workmanlike” was the 
Democrat’s early verdict. The familiarisation process continued with losses against Drogheda in the 
Leinster Cup and Waterford in League Cup, clearing the way for the real action to begin and leaving no 
distractions. 






























The Bass League started on October 5th with a visit to St Mels Park to meet the local conquering 
heroes, just returned from an historic UEFA Cup win in Oslo. Under Ambie Fogarty, after a 3-1 home 
victory, they had finished the job on the previous Wednesday, when a 1-1 away result had sent them 
through to the second round, becoming the first Irish club to advance in the UEFA Cup. The 
homecoming celebrations were mighty—bands, parades, civic receptions, hangovers—and Dundalk 
joined in the celebrations with a prematch welcome, but Jimmy Dainty ruined the party atmosphere to 
give the visitors a 1-0 win and the two points. Home Farm had become a bogie team for Jim 
McLaughlin and it took a last minute penalty from Jackie McManus to scrape a point at Oriel. There 
were no mistakes against the unbeaten Limerick in a comprehensive 4-1 win but a week later, it again 
required a last minute equaliser to salvage an Oriel Park point against St Pats. Tommy McConville was 
the hero scoring after 10 minutes play and popping up in the 90th minute for the last gasp point saver. 

Luck, or the lack of it, had little to do with the loss to Cork Celtic—the lack of a consistent goal 
scorer to put away the many chances being created was becoming evident. The visit of front-runners, 
Finn Harps, was eagerly awaited and the largest League crowd in years, who paid £911, were not disap¬ 
pointed. In a thriller, Jimmy Dainty’s 70th minute goal cancelled Brendan Bradleys earlier effort and 
both teams were satisfied with the result. Bohs, in spite of having a strong squad, were having a disap¬ 
pointing season and an early penalty miss by Turlough O’Connor didn’t help their cause, but it took 
Dundalk 80 minutes to tie the match, thanks to Sheehy getting first to a corner kick. Two points from 
the last three games, the goals were drying up and Harps were putting a bit of daylight between 
themselves and the chasers. 

It was time to move and before the week was out Terry Flanagan had packed his Ddymount bags 
and was handed the number 9 shirt at Oriel Park. After his sensational introduction to League of 
Ireland football with Bohs in the 1973-74 season (18 goals), when he shared the leading League Scorer 
Award with team mate Turlough O’Connor, his strike rate had dropped in the 74-75 season, not 
helped by a series of injuries. He had, however, along with Sean Sheehy, picked up a Championship 
medal when Bohs had run away with the League. Over the next three games he repaid the transfer fee, 
scoring in each match and helping to put six more points in the bag. 

A nervous start against Shamrock Rovers at Oriel in the middle of December gave no clues to the 
drama that lay ahead. Rovers had several chances before breaking the deadlock after ten minutes from 
Robbie Cooke. The equaliser came just before the interval when Sean McLoughlin knocked back a free 
kick to ‘Shakes’ McDowell and his 30-yard low drive beat Pat Dunne. A collision between Jim 
McLaughlin and Tom McConville early in the second half let Cooke in for his second. But the home 
response was quick and decisive. In the space of seven minutes, a three-goal salvo put Dundalk in the 
clear and McDowell was the architect—two more of his special drives for his hat trick and then he was 
the provider for Sean Sheehy to make it 4-2. It was now becoming a romp, until the floodlighting failed 
with ten minutes remaining. After a confusing couple of moments, with Rovers appealing that the 
game could not be finished, the referee remaining calm and comings and goings between the pitch and 
the nether regions of the stand, the lights came back, thanks to the ingenuity of an electrician and a 
pair of pliers. Almost immediately, McDowell was again on the prowl, but this time he was taken down 
and in response to the demands of the crowd, he, rather than penalty-king McManus, completed the 
rout with his fourth goal of the game. 

A Dundalk team in this era would gladly take an away point on a trip to Cork Hibs where it took a 
Seanie McLaughlin special to cap a great second half fight back. Three goals against Sligo at Oriel 
secured the Bass December Goalscorers Award and £400 prize money, highlighted by an entirely 
individual effort from Tony Cavanagh. “From the halfway line he ran to the back line, surrounded by 
defenders he jinked and shuffled, and from an impossible angle sent a ground shot into the corner of 
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the net”. Complacency and slackness at the back allowed Sligo back into the game, but the 3-2 win 
brought a satisfactory year to a close and completed the first round games. 

At this stage, not one Dublin team was in the top seven spots in the League, which showed: Finn 
Harps 21, Dundalk 19, Athlone, Waterford and Hibernians 15, Cork Celtic and Drogheda 14, and 
Bohs 13. A week later Dundalk shared the top spot with Harps, who lost to Celtic, while Terry 
Flanagan was getting two goals in a 3-0 victory over Athlone. The Home Farm bogie was alive and well. 
The absence of Cavanagh and an injury to Sean Sheehy saw Derek O’Brien and Synan Braddish 
coming in for a 0-0 draw. A week later, at home to Limerick, Cyril Doyle made his debut at full back 
and Gerry Nixon came in for the injured Flanagan. Gerry, who supplied Jim McLaughlin for his first 
Dundalk goal in the second half, created the winner. Flanagan was back to score twice on a frozen 
Richmond Park, where Dundalk had to come from behind on two occasions to secure a point. 

Each game was now becoming critical as Finn Harps, with a three points advantage, were showing 
no signs of wilting and for each club the next two weekends would go a long way to determining the 
destination of the title. First up it was Dundalk v. Cork Celtic at Oriel, while Harps were visiting 
Waterford, to be followed by the big one—the two leaders at Ballybofey. 


February 1st Home to Cork Celtic 

Two candidates for goal of the year, both from Sean McLoughlin and each from twenty-five yards 
out, and a third from Jimmy Dainty, had the fans rubbing their hands at the prospects for the League 
and the upcoming Cup tie. A second half penalty miss by the usually reliable McManus didn’t cause 
any great concern. But a pair of goals from Brian McSweeney, in a two-minute spell, with fifteen 
minutes remaining had hearts fluttering and the last few minutes were like an eternity. In Waterford, 
Harps were going down by 3-1, to leave the two teams tied at the top. 


February 8th Away to Finn Harps 

Brendan Bradley was at his magnificent best this season, and aided and abetted by Terry Harkin 
and Hillary Carlisle, he was terrorising the best defences of the era. His 29 League goals would never 
again be approached by anyone in the Leagues history. The big crowd had plenty to get excited about, 
except a home win. McDowell and Sean McLoughlin had immense games in the middle of the field 
and Terry Flanagan inflicted the damage, ten minutes into the game and again in the 80th minute. 
After he disallowed a home goal in the 75th minute, referee Bill Attley had a Harps player jump on his 
back and a melee developed. Harkin got his marching orders and after the game a hostile crowd sought 
retribution on referee Attley. Jim McLaughlin was happy—his team had now taken pole position. 
Could they keep it? 


February 15th. FAI Cup Away to Cork Celtic 

Dundalk’s Cup misery continued. Celtic had imported English stars, Geoff Hurst and Bobby 
Tambling, and a packed Turners Cross saw a home win by 3-0 and an indifferent and flat display from 
the visitors. 

Nearly twenty seasons had now elapsed since the last time Dundalk fans had tasted the joy and 
excitement of Cup final day. “Forget Sunday’s display” was the Democrat’s advice and was, no doubt, 
echoed by Jim McLaughlin. At Finn Park, the Harps were defeating Waterford by the same score, 
avenging the recent League defeat. 
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February 22nd Home to Bohemians 

“Adversity...misfortune...disaster after disaster...plagued by injury and mishap...” was the 
Democrats description, after the early loss of the injured Blackmore, the red carding of Dainty and a 
ligament injury to McManus, which left him a passenger. Tommy McConville went into goals and 
Derek O’Brien came on to play a stormer, but it was against the odds that Dundalk took the lead, two 
minutes from half time, from a Jackie McManus free kick special. Twenty minutes after the break it was 
2-0, from a “picture” own goal by the Bohs defender, Joe Burke. Turlough O’Connor got one back, and 
with the home team down to virtually nine men, O’Connor scrambled the equaliser in injury time 
after a hectic mix up in the Dundalk goalmouth. A great display of courage and tenacity left the closing 
question—Was it a point lost rather than a point gained? The result from Milltown, a 1-1 draw for 
Harps, cleared that question up. 


February 29th Away Shelbourne 

The Dundalk medical team were busy all week attending the 
wounded. Jim McLaughlin was taking no chances and by Friday he had 
signed Alan Spavin, the ex-Preston North End midfielder, who had more 
than 400 English League games to his credit. Within twenty minutes. 
Spavin sent Cavanagh away and Dainty finished the job. Early into the 
second half, a poor back pass by Jim McLaughlin to keeper Blackmore was 
set up for Mick Lawlor to equalise. With eight minutes remaining. Spavin 
was again the provider, and Tommy McConville “went up a mile” to nod 
the ball down to Sheehy for a hard earned winner. The Harps 3-1 home 
win over Hibs, knocked the Corkmen out of the race. 


March l4th Home to Waterford 

A blank weekend for the Cup had helped the recovery process for the injured. McManus and 
McDowell were outstanding, but Dundalk paid the price for a series of missed chances when Mick 
Leech gave the visitors the lead five minutes after the break. It required a magnificent 30-yarder from 
McDowell to save a point, and just enough to keep a one-point margin over Harps, after they had 
defeated Sligo. 

March 21st Home Drogheda 

After a four-match marathon Cup win over Cork Hibs, Drogheda had overcome Pats, to earn a 
semi-final spot against Harps, and Cathal Muckian had come into form during the cup run. The 4-1 
score line in Dundalk’s favour was misleading, and it required two goals in the last seven minutes to 
calm the nerves. But the biggest cheers from the £1,300 audience came immediately after the full time 
whistle when it was announced that Harps had surprisingly lost on their own ground to Athlone. The 
team left the pitch to the premature chants of “Champions, Champions”. Three to go and a three-point 
lead. 



March 28th Away Shamrock Rovers 

Rovers were having a terrible season. Out of the Cup in the first round, they would finish last in the 
League, for their first and only time. This was a 3-0 stroll and the news that Harps had dropped a point 
to Home Farm at Tolka Park was to put Dundalk into an almost unassailable position—a single point 
from the last two games would be enough. 
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April 4th Home to Hibernians 

“We are the Champions,” cried the 5,000 supporters on a 
joyful, carnival-like day, when Jim McLaughlin accepted the Bass 
League Trophy to a tumultuous reception. A single goal from Terry 
Flanagan and another majestic performance from Alan Spavin was 
followed by scenes of joy not previously seen in Oriel, this being the 
first time that the championship winning points were won at home 
and the first of the big trophies in ten years. 

A Messiah had arrived and delivered—would there be more days like this? 

• A final day 1-1 draw in Sligo completed a 21-match unbeaten League run. 

• As Bass League winners, Dundalk took the top prize money of £1,500, adding another 
£400 for being top goal scorers in December, with a total of eleven in four games. A late 
goal spree by Finn Harps earned them the leading scorers prize of £500, at the expense of 
Dundalk. 

• Jim McLaughlin was runner up to Brendan Bradley for the Soccer Writers Personality of the 
Year Award. 

• Dundalk got off lightly for playing Alan Spavin before his clearance had been received by 
the League, being fined £50. 

• Seamus McDowell became the eight Dundalk player to score four in a League match, in the 
5-2 rout of Shamrock Rovers at Oriel Park on December I4th, 1975. 

• Jimmy Dainty, against hot opposition, was declared Player of the Year. 

• Before the season started, a presentation was made to Johnny Fearon on his resignation as 
trainer, due to his obtaining work that required night and Sunday working and Paddy 
Carragher took his place. Johnny had spent four years as trainer, first being appointed by 
LiamTuohy in 1971. 

• After four League games, the Board placed a £100 bet with bookmakers Charltons on the 
club winning the Championship at odds of 14-1, taking the precaution of also paying the 
£20 tax. 

• In October, Synan Braddish was selected on the Irish Youth’s team to play Germany. 

• Barry Murphy from the Redeemer Club came second in a National competition to find 
Ireland’s young ‘Penalty King’. He qualified for the Dalymount final after winning the 
North East Region under-14 final. 

• President: Peadar Halpin. Board: Oliver Quinn (Chairman), Jim Malone (Vice Chairman), 
Enda McGuill (Sec), Tommy McEvoy (Treas.), Jim Kerr, Kevin McGuinness, Paddy 
Martin, Sean McGarrity, Jim Reilly, Ted Kieran, Pat Willet, Francie Clarke and Stephen 
Burns. 

• Medical: Drs Frank O’Reilly and Joe Danaher. 

• Back Room: Paddy Caragher, Mickey Fox, John Murphy and Liam O’Brien (Dublin). 

• Supporters’ Club: S.McGarrity (Chairman), P Bellew (Vice Chairman), B McLoughlin 
(Sec), T McEvoy (Treas.), O Watters (Registrar), P D’Arcy, T Daly, P Fox, S Tuite, A 
Gaughran, Nora Watters, Teresa Gilmore, J Stewart, B Thompson, K McGuinness, P 
Hamill, P Boyle, D O’Kane, J Carolan. 


League 75-76 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Dundalk 

15 

10 

1 

54 

26 

40 

Finn Harps 

15 

6 

5 

57 

35 

36 

Waterford 

13 

8 

5 

54 

37 

34 

Bohemian 

10 

12 

4 

44 

25 

32 
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Bass League of Ireland Champions 1975-76 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 13 

: 8 

5 : 

0 

32 

16 


League Away 

13 

1 7 

^ 5; 

1 

22 

10 


League Total 

26 

15 

10 

1 

54 

26 

WIN 

FAI Cup 

1 

: 0 

0 ; 

1 

; 0 

; 3 

IstR 

League Cup 

3 

2 

0 : 

1 

6 

3 

2ndR 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 ^ 

1 

1 

2 

IstR 

Total 

'31 

,17 

10 

4 

61 

,34 



1 Athlone Town 

A 

1 -0 

Dainty 

2 Home Farm 

H 

2 -2 

McDowell. McManus(p) 

3 Limerick 

A 

4 - 1 

McManus(p). Kavanagh. Dainty. Sheehy 

4 St. Patricks A 

H 

2 -2 

2 T McConville 

5 Cork Celtic 

A 

1 -2 

McDowell 

6 Finn Harps 

H 

1 - 1 

Dainty 

7 Bohemians 

A 

1 - 1 

Sheehy 

8 Shelbourne 

H 

4 - 1 

Flanagan. McManus(p). Sheehy, S McLoughlin, 

9 Waterford 

A 

2 -0 

2 Flanagan 

10 Drogheda Utd 

A 

2 - 1 

Flanagan. Sheehy 

11 Shamrock R 

H 

5 -2 

4 McDowell, Sheehy 

12 CorkHibs 

A 

1 - 1 

S McLoughlin 

13 Sligo Rovers 

H 

3 -2 

Sheehy, Kavanagh. T McConville 

14 Athlone Town 

H 

3 -0 

2 Flanagan, o.g. 

15 Home Farm 

A 

0-0 


16 Limerick 

H 

1 -0 

J McLaughlin 

17 St. Patricks A 

A 

2 -2 

2 Flanagan 

18 Cork Celtic 

H 

3 -2 

2 S McLoughlin. Dainty 

19 Finn Harps 

A 

2 -0 

2 Flanagan 

20 Bohemians 

H 

2 -2 

McManus, o.g. 

21 Shelbourne 

A 

2 -1 

Dainty. Sheehy 

22 Waterford 

H 

1 - 1 

McDowell 

23 Drogheda Utd 

H 

4 -1 

2 McDowell. Dainty. Sheehy 

24 Shamrock R 

A 

3 -0 

McManus. Kavanagh. Flanagan 

25 CorkHibs 

H 

1 -0 

Flanagan 

26 Sligo Rovers 

A 

1 - 1 

Dainty 


Goals 

All 

L 

LS 

LC 

Flanagan. Terry 

11 

11 



McDowell. Seamus 

10 

! 9 ^ 


1 

Sheehy. Sean 

9 

; 8 ; 


1 

Dainty, Jimmy 

7 

7 



McManus. Jackie 

6 

5 : 


1 

McLoughlin. Sean 

4 

4 ; 



McConville, Tom 

4 

3 ^ 


1 

Cavanagh, Tony 

3 

; 3 



o.g. 

3 

; 3 



Nicholl. Joe 

2 



2 

McLaughlin. Jim 

1 

: 1 



Connellan. Paul 

1 


1 


Total 

61 

54 

1 , 

6 



Back: Jimmy Dainty, Terry Flanagan. Richie Blackmore, Tommy McConville, Tony Cavanagh, Jim McLaughlin 
Front: Sean Sheehy. Brian McConville, Jack McManus. Seamus McDowell. Sean McLoughlin. Paul Connellan, Alan Spavin (inset) 


289 



























Tommy McEvoy 
Financial Controller 



Kevin McGuinness 



Ted Kieran 



Oliver Quinn 
Chairman 


The Golden 
Jubilee 
Year 

Committee 

1975-76 



Enda McGuill 
Secretary 



Jim Reilly 



Sfian McGarrity 



Francie Clarke 


Pat Willet 


Stephen Burns 




290 















THE WHITE SUNDAY SHIRTS 

By Tomas Mac Anna 

Reprinted from the Golden Yearbook 1926-1976, edited by Peter Sheridan. 

My first memory of Dundalk football is being lifted aloft by my 
father to see what was to me, at the tender age of four, the most 
important parts of the game, when the fullback lifted the ball with his 
foot deftly into the goalkeepers hands for the old fashioned goal kick. 

Nothing else in the match seemed of any importance and for a while 1 
was under the impression that the whole purpose of the game was to 
see which goalkeeper could kick the ball the farthest and the highest. 

Later on, sitting inside the paling at the Athletic Grounds, I saw 
there was a little more to it than that, but still regarded the goalkeeper 
as the most important man on the field, and made up my mind to 
take up professional goalkeeping as a career, although a theatrical 
career could perhaps in some ways be compared in some ways to 
goalkeeping without the ball. 

These were the days of Jack Hampton, a tall capped figure in grey, 
and the more spectacular squat figure of Ben Lewis, all the way from 
Wales, tough as a stonewall and affectionately known as ‘King Kong’. 

Henry Hirst was with the team then and Tommy Godwin and of 
course the great Gerry McCourt the only player other than Stanley 
Matthews who could with a twist and a flick and a twist put an 
opposing team all running the wrong way. I have rather vaguer memories of torchlight processions the 
night before a cup-tie; the shouts and cries when a crowd fell through the roof of a shelter beside the 
grandstand, and a less vague remembrance of a referee being ducked in the ramparts. 

Pools of Water 

Later on it was the threepenny gate at Oriel Park, which at that time seems to have been all mud 
and a slope which no visiting team seemed able to cope with if playing against it in the second half 
White shirts, the early dusk of winter, the smell of muddy ground and the sudden roar of the crowd; 
that was Oriel Park every second Sunday. The crowd hadn’t the Dalymount surge in it; sharper perhaps 
and a little reserved but fierce enough when against all odds, the winning goal came after a hard tussle. 
Two voices stood out, both female, both equally lavish with abuse; one shawled from Wrightson’s Lane, 
the other fur-coated from a more select part of the town, but both at one voice when the referee 
showed the slightest inclination to favour the other team. 

One remembers vividly the red-headed elegance of Mick Hoy, the sheer effrontery of Dickie Lunn, 
the solid stopping power of Billy O’Neill, and behind him a yellow jerseyed figure shouting to all and 
sundry in a Cockney accent: Charlie Tizzard mad for the daring and the spectacular, especially in the 
lashing rain. I remember a cup-tie against the bogey-team, Waterford, and everyone in great excitement 
milling around the pitch in spite of eloquent appeals from the late Bill Russell to behave ourselves: the 
image of a bowler hatted gentleman named, I think, Colum, chasing the referee with an uplifted 
umbrella; and the hush of horror when the impossible happened one Sunday and Joey Donnelly missed 
a penalty. 



Tomas MacAnna, 
Artistic Director, 
Abbey Theatre 
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Northern Iron 

The same splendidly sophisticated Donnelly was still there when a later group of white shirts took 
the field; that was during the war years when, from Sunday to Sunday, strange unfamiliar figures 
appeared under various names, all the way from English First Divisionland via the British Army in the 
North, to delight us a while and disappear again leaving a lasting memory of greatness. That was when 
the never-to happen did really happen and the FAI Cup came over the Boyne Bridge for the first time, 
despite a dire prophecy by the local wits that the bridge would surely collapse first. There was Northern 
Iron in the team that year: Leathern, Grice, Artie Kelly, Johnny Lavery (whom they said needed a ball 
all to himself) and a film-star goalkeeper called Gerry Matier who inevitably lost his temper if one 
single speck of Oriel Park mud splattered his elegant jersey. 

The Oriel roar had a Northern bite in it those days, trainloads came from Lurgan and Derry and 
even Belfast for the Sunday ritual, and a bit of butter smuggling on the way back. One sportsman from, 
I think, black Portadown, introduced a new sound all on his own, a long sonorous ‘Come ....ooooon 
....Dun ....daaaaalk!” going on and on seemingly forever, from a vantage point behind the Dundalk 
goal, and once he had to be laboriously disentangled from the net after a more than usually enthusiastic 
roar. 

The GAA Ban 

Later on still the white shirts had Scotch accents and the cup came over the Boyne once more, but 
by then I had headed for Donegal and far away places, all hopes of keeping goal for the Arsenal (by way 
of Dundalk and Shamrock Rovers) at last abandoned, although I had tasted the sacred mud a few times 
with a short lived, not particularly distinguished junior team called Kincora Celtic. In a way we left a 
great part of our youth there in Oriel; I remember a whole class of us from the CBS facing instant 
expulsion for slipping away on an afternoon to see a cup-tie replay and it is something ruefully to recall 
that Soccer and all its works and pomps was strictly forbidden by the Brothers. Indeed I was refused the 
Gold Fainne for this lamentable Sunday evening obsession with the game. 

I remember quite vividly the exhortations and threats hurled at us in the classroom, indeed I was 
once slapped for attending a soccer match, and there was a time when a certain cleric, staunch in his 
allegiance to the GAA could be seen Sunday after Sunday, notebook in hand, standing by the turnstiles, 
diligently putting down (more in anger than in sorrow) the many names of the grinning unfaithful. But 
Dundalk was always a tolerant town; the unfaithful of winter would inevitably about face in summer, 
so that the hordes seeking re-instatement to the sanctity of the GAA after the final Oriel whistle, always 
seemed to reach astronomical proportions. 

Times change, now the crowds are smaller, television has taken its toll. Oriel Park has turned itself 
around so to speak: there is a real grandstand and flood lights and not much mud, and no slope at all to 
disconcert the visiting teams. Yet to me, the odd time I return, the magic still resides there, particularly 
when there comes the first glimpse of the Lily-white shirts trotting out of the dressing rooms, spilling 
on to the green to the growing roar from stand and terraces: the whistle hasn’t gone: like the moment in 
the theatre when the lights dim, and the curtain is about to rise, expectancy is all. 

And to the middle aged romantic sitting watching it seems that Tom Crawley is out there again, or 
Benny Gaughran, or Joe Ralph, or the famous ‘Wagger’ Byrne, so that with that well remembered roar 
‘Come on the Town’ one is blissfully back before the time of wars and rumours of war, and the only 
thing is the flashing ball and the rush of players and the final surging roar that means ‘goal’ and victory 
and at long last the top of the League for the Lilywhites. 
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- 1976-77 - 

A combination of improved gates, the Bass prize money and significant fund raising had yielded a 
profit of £2,600 on the 75-76 season activities. Receipts had increased by £8,000 over the previous year, 
match sponsorship (in its first year) had earned £2,300 and Golden Goals had chipped in £2,634. The 
Supporters’ Club contribution was £5,100. There was enough for Jim McLaughlin to add to the 
playing staff, with the acquisition of Mick Lawlor from Shelbourne and Frank Devlin, Home Farm’s 
leading League scorer in the past two seasons. The only other additions were Phil Fitzgerald, returned 
from a spell with Arsenal, and Eddie Mahon to provide cover for Richie Blackmore. 

There was plenty of pre-season activity and two foreign visitors, first Hibernians from Scotland (4-0 
winners) and in early August, Torino, the Italian League Champions. Fielding five full Internationals 
and two Under-23s, this should have been a cakewalk for the visitors. Jim McLaughlin’s men had other 
ideas and a superb home display restricted the Italians to a single goal. Tommy McConville, just back 
from playing in America, Jimmy Dainty and Jim McLaughlin stood out and provided the basis for a 
great second half rally that came close to securing a well-deserved draw. 

An absentee was Seanie McLoughlin, who had requested permission to miss the game for personal 
reasons. The Dundalk football community was shocked to hear that on the same evening Seanie was 
one of three killed in a car and motorcycle pile up in Donegal. In the space of one year, this young 
man, an exceptionally gifted footballer of great promise, had won the hearts of local supporters. 

September 15th 1976European Cup v. PSVEindhoven 

PSV were winners of the Dutch League-Cup double, beaten semi-finalists in the previous year’s 
European Cup and had a squad full of household names from the Dutch International team, including 
the Vander Kerkhof twins, Willie and Rene, and ace goal scorer Vander Kuylen. The huge crowd 
(£7,700 gate) came expecting a massacre and even Jimmy Dainty’s first minute thunderbolt, which just 
slipped by the post, seemed merely one of these things. But McLaughlin had this team wound up, and 
they showed little respect for illustrious reputations. All-out attack was the game and it paid off within 
seven minutes, when Seamie McDowell pounced on some sloppy defending, making no mistake from 
twenty yards. In its forty years. Oriel Park had never heard such a roar. It could have been better as 
further chances were created before the break, and a sharper Frank Devlin might have stretched the 
lead. In the second period there was no question of just defending the lead and attack was still the 
marching orders. Inevitably, the superior class and fitness of the full time pros gradually got the upper 
hand. Excellent defending kept the home goal intact, until an unsighted Blackmore failed to a shot 
from Vander Kuylen through a crowded goalmouth. It was a nervy closing period but there was no 
doubting that the I-I draw was fully deserved and the ovation afterwards said it all. The whole team 
merited the man-of-the-match award: Ritchie Blackmore, Jackie McManus, Derek O’Brien, Jim 
McLaughlin, Brian McConville, Mick Lawlor, Seamus McDowell, Jimmy Dainty, Tom McConville, 
Frank Devlin and Tony Cavanagh (replaced by Sean Sheehy). Subs not used were Terry Flanagan, 
Synan Braddish, Phil Fitzgerald and keeper Eddie Mahon. 

Two weeks later, on September 29th, Rene Vander Kerkhof scored four times in a 6-0 win. 
Dundalk fielded the same team as in the home leg, with Sheehy and Flanagan replacing Cavanagh and 
McManus in the second half Tom McConville finished the match in goals after an injury to 
Blackmore, which sidelined him for the opening seven League games when Eddie Mahon took over as 
custodian. 

Six losses in the first eight League games quickly dashed all hopes of a League Championship 
repeat. But a First Round 2-1 FAI Cup victory over Pegasus marked the beginning of an unbeaten run 
to the end of the season, which brought a respectable fifth spot in the League, the Leinster Cup and, 
after a gap of nearly twenty years, the FAI Cup. 





Pegasus proved anything but pushovers. The performance of Kevin Moran, detailed to man mark 
Dundalk danger man, Jimmy Dainty, was enough to convince Manchester United scout, Billy Behan, 
that he was First Division material and before the month was out he was at Old Trafford, his home for 
the next ten seasons. The £1300 gate saw the minnows equalise with only minutes remaining but with 
virtually the last kick of the ball, Terry Flanagan saved a lot of blushes and put Dundalk’s name into the 
hat for the second round draw. 

Another trip to Turner’s Cross, for the second round tie against Cork Celtic, turned out to be a real 
battle, both on and off the field. A superb Cup-tie was settled in the first half with a Mick Lawlor goal— 
but that did not end the action. It was end-to-end stuff, with more demands being made on the visiting 
defence that held out in front of a brilliant Richie Blackmore. A dust-up in the Celtic goal area, with five 
minutes remaining, ended up with the referee sending Jimmy Dainty to the line in the company of two 
Celtic players, goalkeeper Declan O’Mahoney and Paddy Shortt. Sadly, a great Cup-tie was marred when 
violence erupted on the terraces and the bitter fighting continued on the streets afterwards. 

Barry Bridges, the ex-Chelsea and England player, was managing semi-final opponents, St Patrick’s 
Athletic. Tolka Park saw more terrace trouble in a match that hardly warranted the fans’ shenanigans. 
Both goals in a 1-1 draw came in the first quarter of an hour, with Terry Flanagan and Niall Martin 
swapping goals. For the Dalymount replay on the following Wednesday, Jim McLaughlin successfully 
switched Tommy McConville to mark Pat’s danger man, Niall Martin. After finishing scoreless, Synan 
Braddish settled the tie in the second minute of extra time but not before a misplaced back pass by 
Brian McConville gave Bridges a gift opportunity at the very end of normal time, which he missed. A 
week before the Cup final, Terry Flanagan’s lone goal at Tolka Park was enough to secure Dundalk’s 
fifth Leinster Senior Cup at the expense of Bohs. 

Cup final opponents, Limerick, had taken three games to 
overcome Drogheda in the semi-final and in the final, before an atten¬ 
dance of 17,000, played the more attractive football, but were severely 
hampered by an injury to influential midfielder, Johnny Walsh. It 
took some stout early defending and a couple of goal line clearances 
to keep the Dundalk goal intact. Dundalk’s match winner was Terry 
Flanagan, whose two goals brought his campaign total to four and 
who had to put in some extra training before the final to combat a 
weight problem. There were heroes aplenty, headed by Jim 
McLaughlin who was faultless in defence and whose break-out on the 
half hour, to find Mick Lawlor, lead to Terry’s opening score. And the 
only locals, Brian and Tommy McConville, were adding the Cup ware 
to their Championship medals of the previous season. 

• The fifth FAI Cup win was celebrated in style and the 
thousands who greeted the homecoming at the Hill 
Street Bridge, made May 1st 1977 a night to remember. 

• The Cup winning team was: Richie Blackmore, Brian 
McConville, Jackie McManus, Tommy McConville, Jim 
McLaughlin, Synan Braddish, Seamus McDowell, 

Jimmy Dainty, Mick Lawlor, Terry Flanagan, Tony 
Cavanagh. Subs not used: Sean Sheehy, Derek O’Brien 
and Phil Fitzgerald. 

• Back room staff; John Murphy, Paddy Caragher and 
Mickey Fox. 


FAI CUP 
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Pegasus 

H 2-1 

Lawlor, Flanagan 

Cork Celtic 

A ] 

[-0 

Lawlor 

St. Patrick's A 

N ] 

[-1 

Flanagan 

St. Patrick's A 

N ] 

i-0 

Braddish 

Limerick 

N 2-0 

2 Flanagan 



2-94 

0 


Enda McGuill helps Jack McManus 
to fill the Cup. 







• Apart from the Cup Final team, others who took part in the campaign were Derek O’Brien 
who took the place of the injured Brian McConville against Pegasus, and Sean Sheehy who 
came on as a sub against Pegasus (for McDowell) and Cork Celtic (for Cavanagh). 

• LSC Cup Final v. Bohemians April 22nd 1977, 1-0, (Terry Flanagan). 

Ritchie Blackmore, Jackie McManus, Tommy and Brian McConville, Derek O’Brien, 
Synan Braddish, Phil Fitzgerald, Sean Sheehy, Terry Flanagan, Mick Lawlor and Jimmy 
Dainty. 

• Presidents Cup team who lost 1-0 (Replay) to Bohs Sept 23rd 1976 at Oriel. 

Blackmore, B and T McConville, McManus, O’Brien, McDowell, Sheehy, Mick Lawlor, 
Cavanagh, Dainty, Devlin. Subs used: Phil Fitzgerald, Gerry Nixon. 


FAI Cup Winners 1977 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

EC 

LC 

AO 


Review 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 



FAI Cup Appearances 


Devlin, Frank 

^ 11 

7 



: 4 



League Home 

13- 

8- 

L 

4 ' 

29 ' 

20 



Blackmore, Richie 

5 

Flanagan, Terry 

10 

5 

4 



1 


League Away 

13: 

4 

4 

5^ 

22 22 : 



McConville, Tom 

5 

Lawlor, Mick 

9 

6 

2 


^ 1 



League Total 

26: 

12: 


9 

51 

42 ; 

5th 


McManus, Jackie 

5 

McConville, Tom 

9; 

5 



^ 3 

1 


FAI Cup 

5: 

4 

1; 

0 

7 

2 

WIN 


Braddish, Synan 

5 

McManus, Jack 

8 

7 



1 



League Cup 

3: 

2 

0 : 

L 

9: 

2 

DNQ 


Cavanagh, Tony 

5 

McDowell, Seamus 

8 

7 


1 




Leinster Cup 

1 

1 

0 

0: 

1 

0 

WIN 


McDowell, Seamus 

5 

Dainty, Jimmy 

8 

8 






Pres Cup 

2 ; 

0 ; 

1 

L 

1 

2; 

RU 


Flanagan, Terry 

5 

Braddish, Synan 

3 

2 

1 





European Cup 

2 

0 

1 

L 

1 

7 ; 



Lawlor, Mick 

5 

Cavanagh, Tony 

i 1 

1 






Total 

39 

19 

8 

12 

70 

55 



Dainty, Jimmy 

5 

McConville, Brian 

1 

1 













McLaughlin, Jim 

5 

McLaughlin, Jim 

1 

1 













McConville, Brian 

4 

o.g. 

1 

1 













Sheehy, Sean 

(2) 

Total 

70 

51 

7 

1 

9 

2 









O'Brien, Derek 

1 



1976-77 SQUAD 

Back; Terry Flanagan, Jimmy Dainty, Frank Devlin, Richie Blackmore, Sean Sheehy, Tommy McConville, 

Brian McConville. 

FrontiTony Cavanagh, Derek O’Brien, Mick Lawlor, Jack McManus, Paul Fitzgerald, Jim McLaughlin. 
Insets: Synan Braddish, Seamus McDowell. 
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- 1977-78 - 

Only Tommy McConville and Seamus McDowell were missing for the pre-season friendly against 
Blackburn Rovers, won 2-0 by the visitors. With cash resources still tight, the only newcomers were 
Noel King from Home Farm and after a couple of weeks Paddy Dunning from Shelbourne, for a 
reputed £2,500. 

The League was expanded to 16 teams with the addition of Galway Rovers and Thurles Town. 
Albert Rovers changed their name, first to Cork Albert and later to Cork Alberts. To accommodate the 
extra games, the League programme commenced at the end of August, its earliest start in over 50 years. 
The first League visitors were Shamrock Rovers, under their newly-appointed manager, Johnny Giles. 
The Kilcoynes were making a heavy investment in a full time structure at Milltown and Giles, with his 
English League experience, was the man chosen to restore the fortunes of the Hoops into a new era. 
Eamon Dunphy, Ray Treacy and Giles were on that first team line up at Oriel, but it was a returned old 
boy, Mick Leech, who secured the 1-0 victory for the visitors. The Oriel Park Sunday evening fixture 
was swelled by an Armagh contingent on their way home from Croke Park, after qualifying for the All- 
Ireland Final. 

It was the fifth game before Dundalk had a League victory, sandwiched between the European Cup 
Winners Cup games against Hadjuk Split, king pins of the Yugoslav club scene and stuffed with current 
international players. 

The September l4th 1977 home tie against the Yugoslav Cup winners added another glorious 
chapter to the growing European record, when Terry Flanagans goal earned the clubs third Euro 
victory to sit beside the ’63 win in Zurich and the ’68 victory at Oriel Park against DOS Utrecht. In 
one of McLaughlin’s finest hours, his part timers matched the skills and team performance of the 
opposition. After early pressure from the visitors, McLaughlin took a hand and in one of his character¬ 
istic breakouts from deep defence, he started a move from which Mick Lawlor drew a superb save from 
the keeper. Starting with the Cup final team, Derek O’Brien took the place of the injured McManus 
for the second half, when the skills of Mick Lawlor were instrumental in opening up the Slav defence, 
but a number of chances went a begging. With the clock running down, the home side finally got their 
reward. Not for the first time, McLaughlin careered out of defence, sent McDowell away and Flanagan 
beautifully finished a quick transfer from Lawlor. He almost repeated the dose before the final whistle, 
which was the signal for a tumultuous ovation. Heroes? All of them, but nobody more so than the 37- 
year-old Jim McLaughlin, for his inspiring surges and his unwillingness to lie down under the class of 
the opposition. 

A spat at Dublin Airport about players’ expenses was not the ideal preparation for the important 
away leg. The upshot was that two players. Tommy McConville and Tony Cavanagh, were left behind 
and replaced in the starting line up by Derek O’Brier* -^nd Noel King. A 4-0 loss, which included two 
own goals from McManus and Brian McConville, did not do justice to a real gutsy performance. The 
aftermath saw the departure of Jack McManus and Tony Cavanagh and the suspension of Tommy 
McConville, which was lifted in a short time. Ex-Bolton and Chester winger-cum-midfielder, Jimmy 
Redfern, was added to the staff in October and scored on his debut in a 2-2 draw with Bohemians. A 
November loss to leaders Finn Harps left a seven point League gap, before a three-week break in 
December, to fit in the League Cup. 

There was a big improvement in December. First came 
the League Cup and three wins on successive weekends 
earned a semi-final passport. At the end of the month a six 
wins in a row sequence was finished off in style when Bohs 
were beaten in the final of the Leinster Cup for the second 
successive year and Gerry Nixon supplied the winner. 


Leinster Cup 
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Belgrove 

H 

2- 

■0 

Braddish, Dainty 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2- 

-0 

King, Flanagan 

Shamrock Rovers 

N 

1- 

-0 

Nixon 

Bohemians 

A 

1- 

-0 

Nixon 
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Leinster Cup Final Team v, Bohs, 

Richie Blackmore, Brian and Tommy McConville, Jim 
McLaughlin, Paddy Dunning, Synan Braddish, Gerry Nixon, 
Noel King, Terry Flanagan, Mick Lawlor and Jimmy Dainty. 
12th man Derek Carroll came on in the 86th minute. 

The McLaughlin silverware collection grew further still at 
the tail end of the year when he added the League Cup, after a 
two-leg final with Cork Alberts. 


LeaEue Cup 


1977-78 

Shelbourne 

H 2-1 

Flanagan, Braddish 

Sham Rvrs 

A 2-0 

Nixon, og 

Home Farm 

H 1 -0 

Dainty 

Sligo Rovers LI 

H 2 -1 

Flanagan, Ingoldsby 

Sligo Rovers L2 

A*1 -2 

T McConville 

Cork Alberts LI 

H 2-2 

Dainty, Flanagan 

Cork Alberts L2 
* Won on pens. 

A*2 -2 

Mick Lawlor, Flanagan 


League Cup Final Team 

First leg: Blackmore, McConville, O’Brien, Dunning, Carroll, Braddish, Ingoldsby, King, Flanagan, 
Mick Lawlor, Dainty. For the Flower Lodge second leg Gerry Nixon replaced Braddish. 


Presidents’ Cup Final Lost to Bohs 2-1, Oriel Park, 21st Aug 1977 

Muckian, McManus, McLaughlin, B and T McConville, O’Brien, Fitzgerald, Dainty, Sheehy, 
Flanagan and King. 

Shortly afterwards Sheehy moved to Thurles. 

It was a different story for the major trophies. Indifferent form in the early stages of the League 
meant it was always a struggle to stay in contention and a dreadful finish (one win against the no- 
hopers, Thurles Town, and just five points from the last ten games) sent the team spiralling down the 
table. The final eleventh spot was McLaughlin’s worst League finish in his whole League of Ireland 
career. 

The first round Cup draw brought Dundalk and Cork Celtic together for the third year in a row 
and the venue was again Turner’s Cross. Celtic were wrestling with a series of problems, which, in a 
year’s time, would lead to their demise. They were badly in need of a good Cup run—but ran into a 
determined Dundalk team, and before a poor gate, two goals from Mick Lawlor and a penalty from 
Jimmy Dainty saw the visitors go through by 3-1. 

Shamrock Rovers, under Johnny Giles, were visitors to Oriel for the second round. An outbreak of 
‘flu had hit most of the home squad and Rovers sportingly agreed to a couple of days deferment—the 
home fans showed their appreciation with a pre-start standing ovation when Rovers team ran out for 
the mid-week fixture, which finished scoreless. 

Dundalk had early wasted opportunities in the Milltown replay, and had no answer to a magnifi¬ 
cent goal from Steve Lynex. With Ray Treacy and Eamonn Dunphy on his team, Giles went on to 
annex another FAl Cup success for Rovers, overcoming Sligo Rovers in the final. 

However, all of the happenings from the end of January were completely over-shadowed by the 
sudden death, at the age of 35, of Brian McConville, shortly after returning home from a League match 
in Richmond Park, which Dundalk had won by 2-1. ‘Stunned’ and ‘shocked’ were inadequate descrip¬ 
tions of the impact on the football community, both local and national, and put into very stark 
perspective the normal concerns of that community, of wins and cups. Thousands attended the funeral 
services, ample demonstration of his popularity, both as an individual and as a Dundalk player. Equally 
impressive was the number of personalities from the Irish Soccer community who attended—all the 
League clubs were represented, many of Brian’s former team-mates, leading figures from the FAI and 
the League of Ireland, representatives from the Players Association, the Referee’s Association, and 
people like Johnny Giles, Liam Tuohy and Billy Young. Con Houlihan, in a moving tribute, spoke for 
many when he described Brian as a ‘player’s player’. 
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At the next home match, Club Chairman, Oliver Quinn lead the tributes and many silent tears 
were shed when Oliver described Brian as “one of nature’s gentlemen...who truly epitomised all that 
was honourable and manly, both in his private life, and in the sport he loved.” His football career had 
been anything but a bed of roses and he had battled against injuries, rejection and indifference. He had 
three different spells at the club, starting in 1964 and leaving before the Fox era. Under two great 
managers who believed in him, he had made a successful return to Dundalk FC, first in 1969 under 
Liam Tuohy and again in 1975 under Jim McLaughlin, when he finally received the acclaim and 
honours which were his due. 

As the season wound its way towards the history books, 
one young man was adding to his collection of caps. Already 
honoured at schoolboy, youths and amateur level, Synan 
Braddish added League of Ireland selection (v. Argentina) to 
his CV and then was selected for Ireland’s first Under-21 
International against Northern Ireland in March. Early April 
brought two full Irish caps against Turkey (subs appearance) 
and on the 12th, when Dundalk were clinching the League 
Cup against Cork Alberts, he played in the away International 
against Poland. A few days later, on Dundalk’s last home match 
of the year against Cork Celtic, he gave a disappointing perfor¬ 
mance in the presence of Liverpool’s Bob Paisley and his „ , , i ^ n 

_ _ I 1 r 1 r 1 1 r 1 Braddish and Carroll 

assistant Joe Fagan, who lert before the end of the game, appar¬ 
ently having lost interest. 

Nobody was prepared for the announcement a week later that 
Dundalk had transferred not one, but three players, after Dundalk got 
an invitation to Liverpool for discussions. By the time Jim 
McLaughlin, Enda McGuill and Ted Kieran were finished with the 
negotiations, Synan was joined by two more of the club’s young stars, 

Derek Carroll and Brian Duff, on their way to Anfield for a staggering 
£50,000. As an extra bonus, Liverpool undertook to visit Dundalk in 
the foreseeable future for a friendly match. 

This was a real rollercoaster of a season—starting with the marvel¬ 
lous performance against Hadjuk Split, the debacle before the second 
leg and its aftermath, a poor performance in the major competitions, 
success in the Leinster and League Cups and ending with the final 
windfall—but all overshadowed by the death of one of the most 
popular players ever to have worn the white-and-black. 

The implications of the triple-transfer were immense on the club’s fortunes. Apart from some old 
debts that needed clearing, the Board was already engaged in a major capital programme, tarmacing the 
forecourt, renewing the floodlight pylons, renovating and adding to the bar and spectator facilities. 
Furthermore, the year’s events had torn the guts from the 75-76 Championship squad. The resources 
were available—it was time for Jim McLaughlin to re-build the squad. Sean Byrne was the first of the 
new squad and he arrived in February from St Patrick’s Athletic, making his debut on February 5th at 
Oriel Park in a 1-0 loss to Sligo. 

• In August, there was a gala occasion at Windsor Park where an Irish selection took on a 
Dutch XL Jackie McManus and Tommy McConville participated, but star of the show, 
playing in his favourite International left wing position, was Jim McLaughlin, elected man 
of the match, after scoring once and making the other two in a 3-1 win for the Irish. 
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• The first home League game after returning from Hadjuk Split was against Cork Alberts on 
October 9th and the 3-1 win for the visitors featured a spectacular goal from the Alberts 
keeper Alex Ludzic. Dumb-founded home fans watched the keepers clearance sail over the 
head of the unsuspecting and embarrassed Richie Blackmore. 

• Mary Casey, wife of Des, was appointed recording secretary of the club in the summer of 
1978, becoming the first female secretary of a League club. 

• Sean Sheehy was appointed player-manager of Thurles Town. 

• For the last match of the season at Kilcohan Park, three of the reserves were drafted in: 
Willie Crawley, Gerry Gaskin and O’Neill. 

• For the Brian McConville Testimonial, Johnny Giles provided the opposition against a Jim 
McLaughlin selection and Giles really came up trumps with an All Star group, including 
Nobby Stiles, Paddy Crerand, Shay Brennan, Derek Dougan and West Brom keeper, John 
Osborne. 

• Braddish, Carroll and Duff had come to the club from Raven Athletic, a junior club from 
the Finglas-Raheny district, and which was run by Jim Reilly and Liam O’Brien. Due to 
their influence. Raven Athletic had become a Dublin nursery for the club. 

• Martin Lawlor made two first team appearances and both came against Thurles Town—on 
October 30th in a 6-2 away victory and his Oriel debut in a 3-0 March 19th win. 


Goals 

All 

L 

FAI 

LC 

AO 

Flanagan, Terry 

15 

8 


4 

3 

Lawlor, Mick 

10 

7 

2 

1 


Redfern, Jim 

6 

6 




Braddish, Synan 

6 

4 


1 

1 

Dainty, Jimmy 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Nixon. Gerry 

5 

2 


1 

2 : 

King, Noel 

4 

3 



: 1 i 

Ingoldsby, Declan 

4 

3 


1 


o.g. 

3 

2 


1 


McLaughlin.Jim 

2 

2 




Crawley. Willie 

1 

1 




Duff, Brian 

1 

1 




Kavanagh, Tony 

1 

1 




Oakes, Des 

1 

1 




McConville, Tom 

1 



1 


Total 

66 

43 

3 

12 

8 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

15 

6 

3 

6 

24 

19 


League Away 

15; 

3 

6: 

6 

19 

27 


League Total 

30 

9 

9 

12 

43 46 

11th 

FAI Cup 

3; 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2ndR 

League Cup 

7 

4 

2 

1 

12^ 

8 

WIN 

Leinster Cup 

4 

4 

0 

0 

6 

0 

WIN 

Pres Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

RU 

European CWC 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 


Total 

47 

19 

12 

16 

66 62 



FANCY GOODS, TOYS, BOOKS, 
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PARK STREET, DUNDALK 
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JACK HENRY 

Bottle Milk - Milk 
Fresh Cream ■- Bakery Milk 


39 ARD EASMUINN, DUNDALK 
Tel. 32569 



Henry's the name — Service is the game 
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1978-79 



Dermot Keelv 


This year there would be no distractions. No European venture and in the opening two weeks, 
there were first round exits from the League Cup and the Leinster Cup. The League scene was set with 
an opening 12-match unbeaten run. 

To many Dundalk supporters, the 1978-79 Double winning squad 
was the greatest ever to represent the club. With only three members 
and himself left from his first Championship winning squad 
(Blackmore, Dainty and Tommy McConville), Jim McLaughlin had 
built a new team. The addition of Dermot Keely, Paddy Dunning and 
Martin Lawlor had provided a defence that would go on to earn the 
title the mean machine’. Up front, Hilary Carlyle and Cathal Muckian 
knocked in 27 League goals between them, while Pop Flanagan, Mick 
Lawlor and Sean Byrne were bossing the midfield area. And when 
called upon, Brendan Muckian, Willie Crawley, Vincent McKenna, 

Phil Fitzgerald, Liam Devine, Kevin Mahon and Frank O’Neill were 
fitting in like an old glove. 

However, after the glorious start, the copybook was badly blotted 
at the tail end of the first round games with away losses to both Finn 
Harps and Waterford. At this stage twenty points had been gathered from the fifteen first round games 
and there was of lot of leeway to make up. The run up to the Waterford game was full of controversy 
when the League officials accepted an invitation to send a League of Ireland team on a three-match trip 
to Saudi Arabia during Christmas week in the middle of the League campaign! Adding to Dundalk’s 
anger was the selection of Dunning and Muckian making them unavailable for key games against 
Waterford and Shamrock Rovers after an undertaking that only one player per team would be selected. 
And the refusal of the League officials to rearrange the Waterford fixture raised the temperature even 
further. It all came to nought when the Saudi trip was cancelled at the last minute. 

Cathal Muckian had been having a lean time of it with only two goals in the 15 first round 
matches. But a red hot streak that started on Christmas Eve with a 3-2 win over Shamrock Rovers 
brought him seven goals over the next seven games, a goal per game, and Dundalk shot up on the 
leaders with seven straight wins. None of these games were against the title contenders, Drogheda, 
Bohemians or Waterford. 

With just eight matches remaining any one of top four could make it—the question was, who 
would blink first. The answer was Dundalk and the venue was the Lourdes Stadium. A 1-0 loss to local 
rivals Drogheda while the other contenders were winning seemed fatal. 

On the following Wednesday, the most thrilling game of the season saw Dundalk take on 
Birmingham City in a match billed as a friendly but played at such a pitch and frenzy that it could have 
passed for the real McCoy. An appalling winter had played havoc with the English fixture list, and 
badly in need of match practice, Jim Smith, the Birmingham manager had arranged the game with Jim 
McLaughlin on the previous Monday. On a pitch that was ice-bound at the weekend, Mickey Fox 
performed miracles to produce a snow and ice free Oriel and the £1,500 gate got full value for money. 
The main attractions were the £1 million Trevor Francis, Don Givens, the Irish International and 
Alberto Tarantini, the Argentinean World Cup star. The real stars turned out to be the Dundalk team, 
whose brilliant performance earned them a 2-1 victory, the goals coming in the first half in a three- 
minute spell from Carlyle and Tommy McConville. Willie Crawley and Frank O’Neill came on in the 
second half but in spite of an improved display by the visitors, the back four (with Vinny McKenna 
taking the place of the absent Dunning) gave nothing away to their illustrious opponents. 


300 











The first round FAI Cup game against St Pats was a dire affair, thanks to a driving wind, a rock- 
hard surface and the inevitable Cup cautiousness. The game was settled by a single goal from Hilary 
Carlyle after thirteen minutes, Muckian and Devine creating the opening. 

The League clash against Bohs was, for both teams, a make or break game. Tied at the top, Bohs 
had a game in hand. Billy Young had built one of the finest defences in the League, centred around Joe 
Burke, Gino Lawless and Eamonn Gregg and they came well prepared for the big Dundalk strike force 
of Carlyle and Muckian. 

February 18th v, Bohs. 

“Fiery Dundalk batter Bohs to defeat” was the Democrat’s headlines, celebrating the home 1-0 
victory. It was a pulsating, high tempo game which saw Dundalk go on all-out attack in the first half 
but fail to break down the Bohs rearguard. Bohs responded after the interval and it was the turn of 
Keely and Co. to repel Turlough O’Connor, Paddy Joyce and Terry Eviston. Dundalk finally got the 
break in the 67th minute. After a free was knocked away, the Bohs defence advanced to catch a 
counter-attack in the off-side trap, but Sean Byrne’s pass to Leo Flanagan caught them back-pedalling, 
and there were three Dundalk players under Leo’s cross—Paddy Dunning got there first. After that, the 
Dundalk shutters went up and Boh’s match-in-hand advantage had been negated. 

February 25th v. Thurles at the Greyhound Stadium 

Flanagan, Byrne and McKenna provided the midfield platform, and Sean Byrne also helped himself 
to two goals in the 3-1 win over the Pat Dunne-managed Thurles Town. The best news came after¬ 
wards with the announcement that the main rivals had been defeated, Bohs going down at home in the 
Dublin Derby against Shamrock Rovers and Waterford suffering a crushing 3-0 loss at Richmond Park 
to Pats. They both still had a game each in hand, but daylight had opened at the top of the table. 

March 4th v. Galway Rovers at home 

It took an hour and a hatful of chances before Muckian finished a Dainty corner to the near post 
and ten minutes later a flat-footed defence gifted the equaliser. Within two minutes Dainty and 
Muckian repeated the dose, restoring the lead. The last quarter of an hour belonged to Galway and it 
was a case of boot the ball anywhere for Dundalk, who completely lost their rhythm and control of the 
game—the final whistle was a relief all round. Championship jitters? Maybe. But the opposition again 
failed miserably, Waterford falling to Finn Harps and Bohs dropping a point in Limerick. 

March 11th FAI Cup v. Finn Harps at home 

Both sides failed to master the blustery conditions and the £2,500 crowd saw a game with no real 
pattern to it. With the benefit of a strong wind Dundalk had only a converted penalty from Jimmy 
Dainty to show for their first half dominance. Harps applied the pressure after the change over, giving 
Blackmore plenty to do and McGrory, Duffy and Minnock all came close to squaring the match. The 
game went beyond Harps reach in the 70th minute when Flanagan’s perfect pass found Muckian, who, 
with little space, slotted home the second goal. The home defence easily held the dispirited visitor 
attacks to the end and a Cup semi-final beckoned for Dundalk. 

March 18th v. Shelbourne at Tolka 

There was no sign of nerves, although it took Carlyle an hour to score the opening goal. Leo 
Flanagan was at the hub of everything and he made the second for Dainty and scored the third. 
Although he missed a penalty. Dainty’s contribution, with Flanagan’s, was immense. The Bohs and 
Drogheda matches were postponed but even with back matches they were barely visible on the radar 
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screen. Waterford had disappeared, having to come from two down to scramble a home point against 
Sligo. For Dundalk, an early order of champagne wouldn’t have drawn an accusation of brashness. 

March 25th v. Finn Harps at home 

A slddpan Oriel defeated the endeavours of both sides. A dreary first half ended with the unfortu¬ 
nate Vincent McKenna deflecting past a going-the-wrong-way Blackmore. Even the half time 
announcement that Bohs were a goal down to Home Farm failed to rouse the home side. A touch of 
the title tremors was showing. Mick Lawlor, returning from a long lay off, came on for McKenna in the 
second half, but it was brother Martin who did the spadework for the important equaliser, sending 
Flanagan away and Carlyle finished. The crowd then came to life with the growing realisation that their 
team could be declared champions before the day was over. The game exploded into life and while 
Dundalk had more and better chances, it took some tremendous tackling, particularly by Martin 
Lawlor, to keep the home net intact. The final result from Tolka—a 2-1 loss by Bohs to Home Farm— 
put the title within Dundalk’s grasp. One point from the remaining two games would be sufficient. 

April 1st FAI Cup Semi Final v, Cork Alberts at Dalymount 

With the League title nearly in the bag, the talk before the Dalymount semi-final against Cork 
Alberts was of the elusive Double. Alberts had captured the signature of former Chelsea star, Ian 
Hutchinson, for the Cup. An unusually nervous Dundalk went ahead from Sean Byrne after a couple 
of minutes and ‘Junior’ Murphy got the equaliser, pouncing on a rebound from the post, shortly after 
the half hour, in Alberts first real attack. The importance of the day and a strong swirling wind defeated 
both sides and Alberts had genuine complaints at the manner of Dundalk’s 91st minute winner. Alec 
Ludzic claimed interference at a corner kick while Paddy Dunning was scoring a rare goal, to send 
Dundalk to their second final in two years. 

April 7th v. Cork Celtic at Flower Lodge 

The winning League points came at a bleak Flower Lodge, in 
front of about 100 spectators mainly from Dundalk, in a 3-0 win 
over the troubled Cork Celtic, for whom sadly this was to be their 
last match, after 30 illustrious years in the League of Ireland. 

Perennial bridesmaids, it was not only the Cork soccer public who 
would be the losers—the whole League of Ireland had been 
enhanced by their presence, first as Evergreen United. A whole stream of Celtic players had graced the 
football grounds of Ireland, and, for almost a generation it seems, the sight of Donie Leahy and Austin 
Noonan terrorising defences was one not easily forgotten and the likes of which would never again be 
seen. At least, regretfully, not in the colours of Cork Celtic. 

Their problems were compounded on the day when four of their Dublin players failed to arrive and 
45 year-old player-manager Ambie Fogarty was forced to take the field. They went out in style, lining 
up to applaud Dundalk off the field after goals from Byrne, Carlyle and Dunning did the business, and 
then came to Dundalk’s dressing room with several bottles of champagne to start the celebrations. 

Three days after annexing the title at Flower Lodge, Cup final opponents, Waterford, were visitors 
to Oriel Park, and although they won 3-0, achieving a double League victory over the Champions, they 
failed to dampen the celebrations when Dermot Keely accepted the Bass Championship trophy. It was 
a wake-up call for Dundalk. After conceding two goals to Sid Wallace and getting the v-sign, Keely told 
Wallace: “You won’t get two kicks, never mind two goals in the final”. 


League 78-79 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Dundalk 

19 

7 

4 

57 

25 

45 

Bohemians 

18 

7 

5 

53 

21 

43 

Drogheda 

17 

6 

7 

60 

40 

42 

Waterford 

17 

8 

5 

48 

32 

42 
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April 22nd FAI Cup Final v, Waterford at Dalymount 
Dundalk 2 (Byrney Carlyle) Waterford 0 

Richie Blackmore, Tommy McConville, Dermot Keely (capt.), Paddy Dunning, Martin Lawlor, 
Leo Flanagan, Mick Lawlor, Sean Byrne, Jimmy Dainty, Hilary Carlyle and Cathal Muckian. Subs. 
Liam Devine and Vincent McKenna. 

Keely was true to his word and Waterford would have to wait a bit longer to span the 42-year gap 
since their last and only Cup win. Hilary Carlyle, ignoring the linemans flagging, as did the referee 
Paddy Daly, crossed for Sean Byrnes fourth minute opening goal and the edge that Dundalk needed. 
Hilary Carlyle bustled his way through for a 90th minute second score and the Cup was on its way to 
Dundalk for the sixth time. Between Dundalk’s two goals, Waterford on occasions were brilliant in 
their efforts to make the breakthrough but a resolute and composed defence, in front of a magnificent 
Richie Blackmore, gave nothing away. On at least four occasions, Blackmore’s brilliance saved the day. 
In the middle of the park Sean Byrne had a majestic game, as he had five years previously when, in the 
company of Leo Flanagan, he was on the Pat’s team which lost to Finn Harps. In the last half hour it 
was Dundalk who provided most of the goalmouth action, as Waterford’s efforts gradually wilted. The 
wrapping provided by Hilary Carlyle in the 90th minute, was colourfully described by Con Houlihan: 
“And then amidst the whistling concertos of the referees in the crowd, a high ball from McConville 
dropped to Carlyle and Jackson, about 20 yards from goal. The bear shook off the terrier, took the ball 
deep into the box, and with his left foot blasted it to the net in a manner worthy of Roy of the Rovers. 

Dundalk’s cup flowed over—and Waterford went back 
to the sadness of the loser’s dressing room”. 

That evening, a crowd estimated at 5000, which gave 
the team a rapturous homecoming, were celebrating a rare 
and historic occasion, as Dundalk become only the third 
Provincial club in the League’s 60-year history to achieve 
the Cup and League Double. 

• Jim McLaughlin was the Sports Writers, choice for Soccer Personality of the Year, and 
presenting the award was President of the Sports Writers’ Jimmy Magee from Cooley. 

• Sean Byrne ‘a dynamo of energy’ was April Player of the Month, becoming the third 
Dundalk player so honoured—Dermot Keely and Paddy Dunning had got earlier awards. 

• The Irish Press broke with tradition by selecting the whole team as Sportsman of the Week 
after the Cup win. 

• The club picked up the Bass £5,000 prize as League Champions. Local firms had 
contributed £2,000 sponsorship for the final, £2,500 came from the Supporters Club and 
there was a £1,000 Cup Winner’s prize from Mitre. 

• The official match attendance returns of 14,000 were described in the Dublin press as 
“ludicrous”. 

• Tulsa Roughnecks were visitors in a 1-1 result (Carlyle). 

• Hilary Carlyle’s failure to convert from the penalty against Waterford in the last League 
game left him a single goal behind the leading scorer John Delamere, Shelbourne, whose 17 
goal total included two scored for Sligo early in the season. 

• Before joining Dundalk, Vinny McKenna (2) and Liam Devine (1) were on the Shelbourne 
League scorers’ list. 


FAI CUP 




1978-79 

St. Pat’s Ath. 

H 1- 

0 

W 

Carlyle 

Finn Harps 

H 2- 

0 

w 

Dainty (p), Muckian 

Cork Alberts 

N 2- 

1 

w 

Byrne, Dunning 

Waterford 

N 2- 

0 

w 

Byrne, Carlyle 
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• Vinny had Cup runner-up medals with Shelbourne in 1974 (losing to Cork Hibernians) 
and in 1975 against Home Farm, when he, Paddy Dunning and Mick Lawlor were on 
opposite sides to Dermot Keely. 

• Cathal Muckian was making up for his 1976 runner-medal when Drogheda had lost to 
Bohs. 

• Mick Lawlor was collecting his fourth winners medal, already having won three with 
Shamrock Rovers. 

• Mick and Martin Lawlor were the third set of brothers to appear with the club in a Cup 
final, after the Godwins, Gerry and Tommy, (on the losing side in the 1935 final against 
Bohs) and Brian and Tom McConville, winners in 1977. 

• Apart from the Final starting XI, the following also participated in the campaign: 

V. Pats: Devine and McKenna started in place of Mick Lawlor and Dainty, and Frank 
O’Neill came on for the injured Dunning. 

V. Finn Harps: McKenna started in place of Keely. 

V. Cork Alberts: McKenna came on as sub. 

• Manager: Jim McLaughlin. Assistant: Frank O’Neill. Chairman: Oliver Quinn 



1978-79 DOUBLE WINNERS 

Back: Yimmy Dainty, Tom McConville, Hilary Carlyle, Richie Blackmore, Sean Byrne, Cathal Muckian, Leo 

Flanagan. 

Front: Paddy Dunning, Liam Devine, Mick Lawlor, Dermot Keely, Martin Lawlor and Vincent McKenna. Mascot, 

Cormac McGuinness. 

Inset: Willie Crawley 
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TWO APPLES FOR ORIEL ...The Con Houlihan View 

“Overlooking the harbour in Cagliari is a statue of Gianno Riva, the marvellous footballer from the 
mainland who brought the Sardinian club their first-ever Italian championship. In this country we tend 
to reserve such grandiloquent tributes for racehorses and greyhounds—otherwise the bronze image of a 
footballer would soon grace the forecourt of Oriel Park. 

And Rivas counterpart would be a modest and friendly but utterly unsentimental man from Derry 
called Jimmy McLaughlin. Four years ago he came to Dundalk after an honourable and not unspectac¬ 
ular career in English football—and since then as player-manager and manager he has led his flock into 
green pastures. Two League championships and two FAI cups are solid evidence of his stewardship— 
and yesterday was his pinnacle of glory as he saw his warriors again pick the sweetest apple of all. 

The League by its nature is the sternest and fairest test. It is the Big Apple, but it must be won 
piecemeal and sometimes the decisive battle is in the nature of an anti-climax. So it happened this 
season for Dundalk: the points that ensured the coming of the League Pennant to Oriel Park were 
garnered in a context ludicrously inappropriate to their significance. 

But at Dalymount yesterday there was a compensatory climax: the Cup was won—the Sweet Apple 
was added to the Big Apple. And so Dundalk have proved what many suspected—that they are the best 
side in the League of Ireland. They came home first in the race for the long-distance runners—and they 
won the desperate obstacle sprint where every post must be a winning post.” 


1978-79 - The Double - League and Cup Winners 


1 

Shamrock Rovers 

A 

2 - 1 

2 

Limerick 

H 

2 - 0 

3 

Athlone Town 

A 

2 - 2 

4 

Home Farm 

H 

2 - 0 

5 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2 - 2 

6 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1 - 1 

7 

Cork Alberts 

A 

1 - 1 

8 

Drogheda Utd 

H 

1 - 0 

9 

Bohemians 

A 

0 - 0 

10 

Thurles Town 

H 

4 - 1 

11 

Galway Rovers 

A 

2 - 2 

12 

Shelbourne 

H 

3 - 1 

13 

Finn Harps 

A 

1 - 2 

14 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2 - 0 

15 

Waterford 

A 

0 - 1 

16 

Shamrock Rovers 

H 

3 - 2 

17 

Limerick 

A 

2 - 0 

18 

Home Farm 

A 

1 - 0 

19 

St Patrick's Ath. 

H 

5 - 1 

20 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2 - 1 

21 

Athlone Town 

H 

3 - 0 

22 

Cork Alberts 

H 

3 - 0 

23 

Drogheda Utd 

A 

0 - 1 

24 

Bohemians 

H 

1 - 0 

25 

Thurles Town 

A 

3 - 1 

26 

Galway Rovers 

H 

2 - 1 

27 

Shelbourne 

A 

3 - 0 

28 

Finn Harps 

H 

1 - 1 

29 

Cork Celtic 

A 

3 - 0 

30 

Waterford 

H 

0 - 3 


W Crawley, Fitzgerald 
W Muckian, Byrne 
D 2 Carlyle 
W Dunning,Crawley 
D Dainty (pen), O'Neill 
D Flanagan 
D Byrne 
W Carlyle 
D 

W 2 Carlyle, Flanagan, Muckian 
D Flanagan, Dainty (p) 

W Lawlor (Martin), Devine, Dainty (p) 

L Mahon 
W Carlyle. Dainty 
L 

W Byrne, Muckian. Flanagan 
W Carlyle. Muckian 
W Muckian 

W McConville, Dainty(p). 2 Carlyle, Muckian 
W Muckian, Carlyle 
W Muckian, Byrne, McKenna 
W 2 Carlyle. Muckian 
L 

W Dunning 
W 2 Byrne. Carlyle 
W 2 Muckian 
W Carlyle, Dainty. Flanagan 
D Carlyle 

W Byrne. Carlyle. Dunning 
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P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home: 15 

12 

: 2 : 

1 

33 : 

11 


League Away 

15 

i 7 

^ 5 

3 

24 

14 


League Total 

:30 

:19 

: 7 ; 

4 

57 

25 

WIN 

FAI Cup 

: 4 

: 4 

1 0 : 

0 

7 

1 

; WIN 

League Cup 

1 

0 

; 0 

1 

2 

4 

IstR 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

IstR 

Total 

36 

23 

7 

6 

66 

31 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC 

Carlyle. Hillary 

18 

16 

2 


Muckian. Cathal 

13 

11 

1 

1 

Byrne. Sean 

9 

7 

2 


Dainty, Jimmy 

: 7 

6 

1 ; 


Flanagan, Leo 

5 

5 



Dunning, Paddy 

4 

3 

1 i 


Crawley, Willie 

^ 2 

2 



Lawlor. Mick 

1 : 



1 

Fitzgerald. Phil 

1 

1 



Lawlor, Martin 

1 : 

1 



Mahon. Kevin 

1 

1 



McConville, Tom 

1 

1 



McKenna, Vincent 

1 

1 



o.g. 

1 

1 



O'Neill. Frank 

1 

1 



Total 

66 

57 

7 

2 
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Hilary Carlyle with club director Ted Kieran and 
Ted's son Anthony 


Appearances 

L 

FAI 

AO 

TOT 

McConville, Tom 

; 30 

4 

2 

36 

Flanagan, Leo 

; 30: 

4 

2 

36 

Dainty, Jimmy 

: 30; 

3 

2 

35 

Lawlor. Martin 

29; 

4 

1 : 

34 

Dunning, Paddy 

29 

4 


33 

Muckian, Cathal 

; 27; 

4 

2 : 

33 

Byrne, Sean 

i21(6); 

4: 

1 : 

32 

Blackmore, R 

27; 

4 


31 

Keely, Dermot 

27 

3 

1 

31 

Carlyle, Hilary 

27 

4 


31 

Crawley, Willie 

:6(18): 

2 


26 

Lawlor, Mick 

; 17(1): 

3 

2 

23 

McKenna, Vin 

; 8(5): 

2(1) 


16 

Mahon, Kevin 

12 



12 

Devine, Liam 

: 5(5): 

1; 


11 

O'Neill, Frank 

; 1(7) 

(1) 

1 

10 

McLaughlin, Jim 

^ 2(3); 


(1) 

6 

Fitzgerald, Phil 

; 1(2)^ 


1 

4 

Muckian, Brendan 

4 


1 

3 

Wiseman, C'ran 

^ (2) 


1 

3 

Coburn, Mickey 

(1); 


2 

3 

McKeever, Willie 

(2) 



2 

McArdle 



1 

1 

Munroe 



(1) 

1 

Reid 



(1) 

1 

Nixon, Gerry 



(1) 

1 


- 1979-80 - 

The Tyler Cup brought an early season start for the leading eight clubs in both the Irish League and 
the League of Ireland. Dundalk opened with a home win against Glenavon on August 2nd and a few 
days later Glentoran were despatched by 2-1 at the Oval. Drogheda had advanced over Larne and Ards, 
and they got the better of the Oriel semi-final (1-0). In an All-Southern semi-final line up, Athlone 
defeated Shamrock Rovers and in a two-legged final against Drogheda, new manager Turlough 
O’Connor had silverware at St Mels on September 12th. Twenty-four hours later, Jim McLaughlin took 
his first Presidents’ Cup, when goals from Cathal Muckian and Terry Daly saw off the challenge of 
Bohs at Oriel Park, and securing a measure of revenge for losing the two previous finals to the same 
opposition. 


1979-80 In Europe 

‘August 29th 1979, was one of the saddest nights in the history of Linfield and, indeed, of Irish 
football” according to the official history of Linfield FC. The Linfield club’s management committee 
had issued a blunt seven-point directive to its 5,000 travelling support, which had as its basic theme to 
behave in a dignified manner. Officials on both sides had feared the worst and had cooperated in 
mounting the biggest security operation ever seen at an Irish sporting occasion. But it turned out to be 
a disaster on a more monumental scale than could have been imagined. From early afternoon in the 
streets of Dundalk there was growing evidence of the scale of the impending problems. On the terraces, 
before the game even started, it was open warfare with some of the bloodiest fighting ever seen at an 


















Irish sporting venue. Extra riot police were called, but to no avail. That the game got under way was 
itself a miracle and after a pitch invasion, Linfield manager Roy Coyle, accompanied by his players, 
appealled for the violence to stop. “Em sick-sick of people dragging our name in the mud” was Roy’s 
comment afterwards and this summed up the feelings of most people who watched in horror and fear. 

As for the game, after a scoreless first half, Warren Feeney put the visitors ahead, shortly after 
another pitch invasion. With the game running against Dundalk, the substitution of Hilary Carlyle by 
Liam Devine was decisive. He spread panic in the heretofore solid defence and with ten minutes 
remaining headed a beautiful equaliser. The terrace violence seemed to escalate for a time after Dundalk 
scored and both teams simply played time out, leaving the issue to be decided on another day. To 
complete an appalling night, the Dundalk to Newry road was littered with glass as the returning 
Linfield buses were ambushed. 

That a drink-crazed minority of little more than 150 had caused the problems made not a whit of 
difference—the TV cameras and the international press headlines told their own story. The reaction of 
UEFA was decisive and speedy. Dundalk were fined 3,000 Swiss Francs, (£900), for inadequate 
security, but the price paid by Linfield was a heavy one—banned from playing their next two European 
matches at Windsor Park, pay for the damage to Oriel Park, cover any expenses incurred by Dundalk 
over what might reasonably be spent on a Belfast fixture and the second leg not be played on a ground 
within the United Kingdom or the Republic of Ireland. On the back of good relations built up through 
participation in Youth tournaments, Linfield secured the cooperation of Haarlem, the Dutch Second 
Division club, and a week later the two clubs headed for Holland to a near empty stadium. 

September 5th v. Linfield at Haarlem 

The afternoon kick-off attracted about 1,500, mainly locals, who saw Dundalk make the brightest 
start. After only four minutes, Cathal Muckian should have punished a dreadful mix-up in the Linfield 
defence. He made no mistake in the l4th minute, heading a beautiful goal from Terry Daly’s corner. 
Dundalk dominated the next half hour and could have been out of sight by half time. Muckian and 
Carlyle were causing all sorts of problems. On the rare incursions towards the Dundalk goal, Keely had 
everything under control. Linfield improved in the second half, with Johnny Jameson, Warren Feeney 
and David Nixon looking dangerous and threatening to over-run the Dundalk midfield. Twenty 
minutes into the half salvation came to the ‘home’ side when a harsh penalty was awarded against 
Martin Lawlor, but Feeney blazed the spot kick a good two feet over the bar. Another period of Linfield 
pressure soon petered out and Dundalk finished the stronger team, adding a second goal, and the 
insurance of two away goals, to wrap up the tie. Muckian was again the 
finisher, after the good work was done by Dainty and then Carlyle, who 
drew the defence before sending his strike partner free. 

The hero was Cathal Muckian, the man of the match was Dermot 
Keely—but a famous win, in extraordinarily difficult circumstances, was 
down to a combined team effort. 

September 19th Home v. Hibernians of Malta 

Another great performance, which might have finished with a cricket 
score. Blackmore had an ‘armchair ride*, Keely and Dunning controlled 
the middle and McConville and Martin Lawlor pushed forward in an 
attacking role. Flanagan and Devine ran midfield but it took 38 minutes 
before the first goal arrived. Sean Byrne beat three men before placing 
the ball perfectly for Carlyle to finish. Eight minutes after the break, 

Cathal Muckian fed Martin Lawlor, and his long ball found Liam 
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Devine, who made no mistake. The chances continued to come (including a disallowed goal for no 
obvious reason) but the packed defence frustrated the big Dundalk strikers and the game finished 2-0. 

September 26th Valetta v, Hibernians of Malta 

The boot was on the other foot. Sizzling heat, a rock-hard playing surface, blinding glare, plenty of 
roughhouse tactics-and Greek officials whose interpretations of the rules were bizarre, to say the least. 
“It was like playing marbles in the grass against a grass-hopper, because the grass-hopper would be 
playing at home and who else could play marbles in grass”, commented the Democrat. Blackmore was 
brilliant and the back four played the game of their lives, against the almost continuous attacks from 
the home side. Byrne, Flanagan and Devine performed heroically to stem the tide, while up front Daly, 
Muckian and Carlyle, with little support “were lone travellers in an inhospitable land”. Vinny 
McKenna and Willie Crawley replaced an exhausted Muckian and Byrne near the end and thankfully 
extra time was not required. 


October 24th 1979 Parkhead v, Glasgow Celtic 

Blackmore, McConville, Keely, Dunning, Martin Lawlor, Flanagan, Devine, Byrne, Dainty, Daly, 
Muckian. Mick Lawlor for Terry Daly (61 mins.). 

If you have six players doubtful with injuries, you go to Parkhead, before 35,000 fans, expecting a 
siege and you pray. McLaughlins pre-match comment summed it all up: “Miracles still do happen, you 
know”. The pace and power of Celtics early surge was stunning and within four minutes a Davy 
Provan free kick was headed home by centre half Roddie McDonald. Trading on enthusiasm as much as 
skill, Dundalk refused to panic and worked vigorously, especially Flanagan and Muckian, who seemed 
to cover every blade of the pitch. It took Celtic until the 30th minute to get their second from George 
McCluskey, but the Celts were still celebrating when Dundalk got one back straight from the kick-off. 
Dainty measured his cross perfectly and Muckians equally perfect header left Peter Latchford stranded. 
Likewise, Dundalk’s celebrations had hardly subsided when Tommy Burns finished Danny McCrains 
penetrating run—three goals in as many minutes. 

Dundalk were again forced to dig deep as Celtic pushed forward and it took spectacular saves in the 
second half from McConville and Blackmore to prevent a rout. Mick Lawlor came on just after the 
hour mark for Daly and within five minutes, and in only Dundalk’s second foray into the Scottish half, 
had amazingly made the score 3-2. Keely, not for the first time, pumped a ball out of defence and 
found Mick. A flick to Flanagan, a perceptive return, and as Latchford 
advanced off his line, a nonchalant flick over the keepers head that 
seemed to take an age to reach the empty net. Growing in confidence, 

Dundalk began to run at the Scots with conviction, and Devine and 
Lawlor might have made for an even more bizarre score line. 

At the end of a compelling drama, the joy of the Dundalk camp was 
unbounded and thoughts were already beginning to turn towards Oriel 
Park and to a possible quarterfinal spot in the European Cup. 

Unbelievable. Was another miracle possible? And how and where would 
we accommodate everyone? 

November 7th 1979 Oriel Park v. Celtic 

28,000 tons of filling to build up extra terracing, new side line seats, 
new fencing, new press accommodation to handle the 70 pressmen 
covering the match—it was all action in the two weeks before the big 
night. Between 17,000 and 21,000 (depending on who you were talking 
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to) who paid £38,000, were shoehorned into Oriel. The miracle of Parkhead was not repeated but the 
acclamation at the end of an enthralling 90 minutes made you believe that it had been. 

Blackmore was confident, Keely and Dunning ruled the middle, McConville and Martin Lawlor 
thwarted their speedy opponents, and entering the last quarter the ultra cautious Celtic was showing 
signs of being rattled. Terry Daly, replacing Mick Lawlor in the 61st minute, was tormenting Danny 
McGrain and with nothing to lose Dundalk went all out for the winner. Vinny McKenna comes on for 
Martin Lawlor and plays powerfully. Now it s the turn of Peter Latchford to keep the marauders at bay. 
A Jimmy Dainty cross is nodded down by Liam Devine but Muckian is just beaten to the ball by 
Latchford. Then the heart stopping last two minutes—a cross from Muckian, a nod on from Paddy 
Dunning and there’s Tommy McConville, unmarked and charging in at the far post. Oriel paused for a 
second as Tommy and Latchford make despairing lunges and for an instant the sight of the quivering 
netting brought dreams, and what dreams, of scaling Everest. But it was not to be—the brave keeper 
had saved Billy McNeill’s bacon. All Celtic sighed in relief—Dundalk officials were on their way to the 
bank. 


EUROPEAN CUP 1979-80 


Linfield Malta Celtic Total 



H 

A 

H 

A 

H 

A 





Blackmore, Ritchie 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

4c 

4c 

4c 

6 

29-Aug-79 

Linfield H 

1-1 

Keely, Dermot 

* 

♦ 

4c 

4c 

4c 

* 

6 

5-Sep-79 

Linfield A 

2-0 

Dunning, Paddy 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

4c 

4c 

* 

6 

19-Sep-79 

Hibs (Malta) H 

2-0 

McConville, Tom 

* 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

6 

26-Sep-79 

Hibs (Malta) A 

0-1 

Lawlor, Martin 

★ 

4c 

4C 

4c 


4c 

6 

24-Oct-79 

Celtic A 

2-3 

Flanagan, Leo 


4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

* 

6 

7 -N 0 V -79 

Celtic H 

0-0 

Lawlor, Mick 

* 

4c 

4c 


S(l) 

4c 

5(1) 




Muckian, Cathal 

♦ 

*(2) 

« 

* 

*(1) 

4c 

6(3) 

* Starts; S Substitutions; () goals. 

Carlyle, Hilary 

♦ 

* 

*(1) 

4c 



4(1) 

15 players, 8 substitutions, 7 goals 

Byrne, Sean 

* 

* 

• 

4c 

4c 

4c 

6 




Daly, Terry 

* 

4c 

4c 

4c 

4c 

s 

6 




Devine, Liam 

S(1) 


S(l) 


4c 

* 

5(2) 




Dainty, Jimmy 


s 



4c 

4C 

2(1) 




McKenna, Vincent 




s 


s 

(2) 




Crawley, Willie 




s 



(1) 





When they weren’t travelling around Europe, the team were squirreling away the League points. A 
home 1 -0 win against Shamrock Rovers, a few days after the Celtic second leg tie, gave a respectable 15 
points from a possible 18. At this stage only Finn Harps had chalked up a victory against a defence that 
was on it’s way to becoming a legend, with just three goals conceded in the nine league games—and 
two of these was in a 7-2 win over Galway Rovers. 

The performance of the year was undoubtedly from the Dundalk defence of Blackmore, Dunning, 
McConville, Keely and Lawlor. “They wouldn’t give you a sausage” was Jim McLaughlin’s comment on 
the mean machine. In the 30-match League programme they conceded only 13 goals and had 13 clean 
sheets. During the 45-match season, in all competitions, the opposition failed to score on 26 occasions 
and were limited to 1 goal another 12 times! 
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Not to be outdone, the forwards equalled the League match record set in 1932 against Jacobs, when 
they put nine past Shelbourne without reply on Jan 27th at Oriel Park. Synan Braddish and Pop 
Flanagan got hat tricks—Pop’s were all from penalties. Synan Braddish and Brian Duff were signed 
from Liverpool and the third member of the transfer trio, Derek Carroll, joined Athlone Town, 
becoming a member of the Midlander’s League winning squad in the following season. 

The League was a thriller right down to the wire. An Oriel top 
of the League clash against the Eoin Hand managed Limerick on 
March 16th was determined 1-0 in Dundalk’s favour, closing the 
gap to a single point. On the following Sunday, Athlone’s prospects 
were killed off but a dropped point against Home Farm in a 0-0 
draw at home opened the way for Limerick. Dundalk won their two 
remaining games and a week after Oriel Park was closed for the season, a draw for Limerick at St Mel’s 
Park gave them the title by a single point margin (47 to 46). Dundalk had bettered their previous year’s 
winning points haul of 45. 

Finn Harps came to town for the first round Cup game and left on the wrong end of a 3-1 
scoreline, with the goals coming from Brian Duff, Synan Braddish and Terry Harkin. Oriel Park was 
also the venue for an eagerly awaited second round match between the two teams of the year, with 
Limerick riding high in the League. The Shannonsiders’ leading marksman, Tony Morris, broke the 
deadlock. 

Meanwhile, in his first season in management, Turlough O’Connor had lit up the success-starved 
Athlone Town, after he had rewritten the Bohs goal scoring history book. Appointed player-coach at 
the beginning of the year, he delivered the League Cup and the Tyler All-Ireland Cup, defeating 
Coleraine, Linfield, Shamrock Rovers and Drogheda along the way, lost in the final of the Leinster 
Cup, and finished third in the League. Their last match draw with Limerick, which gave the 
Shannonsiders their second League Championship, drew a gate of £5,500 to St Mel’s. And that was in 
his first season and on a meagre budget! 

Waterford made it a clean sweep for the provincial clubs when they took home the FAI Cup, 
defeating St Pats 1-0, and making up for their previous year’s disappointment against Dundalk. 

An interesting and important acquisition arrived on the Carrick Road late in the season—Mick 
Fairclough, whose promising English League career with Huddersfield had been cruelly cut short in 
1974, at the age of 22, after a bad tackle. Six years later, he made his comeback, scoring the equaliser at 
Milltown in the early March fixture after coming on as sub. In the last six league games, four as sub, he 
scored four League goals. 

• Ritchie Blackmore, with 26 clean sheets in all competitions, was the fans choice as Player of 
the Year. 

• Presidents Cup 13th September 79, 2-1 winners over Bohs at Oriel Park. 

Blackmore, McConville, McKenna, Dunning, Martin and Mick Lawlor, Flanagan, Daly, 
Carlyle, Byrne, Muckian. Devine came on for Mick Lawlor. With a thriller of a game tied 
1-1 and heading for extra time, Muckian parted to Carlyle and made a 30-yard run to 
connect with Carlyle’s cross for a last gasp winner. 


League 79-80 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts. 

Limerick 

20 

7 

3 

67 

24 

47 

Dundalk 

20 

6 

4 

59 

13 

46 

Athlone Town 

16 

7 

7 

60 

24 

39 

Shamrock R 

14 

10 

6 

61 

29 

38 
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Mick Lawlor 



Cathal Muckian 



Brian Duff 



Vincent McKenna 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

15 

11 

3 

1 

38 

6 


League Away 

15 

9 

3 

3 

21 

7 


League Total 

30 

20 

6 

4 ; 

59: 

13 

RU 

FAI Cup 

2 
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0 

1 

3; 

2 

2ndR 

League Cup 

2 

1 

0 

L 

L 

2 

2ndR 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 ; 

L 

2 

IstR 

Presidents Cup 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2\ 

1 

WIN 

Tyler Cup 

3 

2 

0 

L 

3^ 

2 

SF 

European Cup 

6 

2 

2 

2; 

7; 

5 

2ndR 

Total 

45 

27 

8 

10 

76 

27 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

EC 

AO 

Flanagan, Leo 

12 

12 




Muckian. Cathal 

8 

3 


; 3 

; 2 

Duff. Brian 

7 

6 

1 



Carlyle. Hillary 

7 

5 


; 1 

1 

Daly Jerry 

7 

5 



2 

Braddish. Synan 

5 

4 

1 



Crawley. Willie 

5 

4 



1 

Lawlor. Mick 

5 

4 


1 


Fairclough. Mick 

4 

4 




Devine. Liam 

4 

2 


2 


Byrne. Sean 

3 

2 



1 

Dunning. Paddy 

2 

2 




McConville. Tom 

2 

2 




o.g. 

2 

2 




Dainty. Jimmy 

1 

1 




Lawlor. Martin 

1 

1 




Harkin. Terry 

1 


1 



Total 

76 

59 

3 

7 

7 


- 1980-81 - 

The Presidents' Cup was an early arrival at Oriel and after Christmas it was joined by the League 
Cup (decided on penalties after two scoreless draws against Galway Rovers, who for the next season 
would re-title themselves Galway United). 

League Cup Final team: 


First leg: Blackmore, McKenna, Lawlor, McConville, 
Dunning, Braddish, Flanagan, Byrne, Clarke, Crawley, 
(Archbold) and Fairclough, (Duft). Second Leg: Keely and 
Archbold replaced Braddish and Crawley, both of whom came 
on as subs for Archbold and Byrne, respectively. 

After an opening day loss to Crusaders in the Tyler Cup, there was 
a leisurely stroll through the early rounds of the League Cup and a 
couple of League games, before heading for sunny Portugal to play 
FC Porto, in the UEFA Cup. 


LeaEue Cup 



1980-81 

Home Farm 

H 

2-0 

Duff. Clarke 

St. Patrick's A 

A 

2-0 

McKenna, og 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

5-0 

2 Archbold, 




2 Byrne. Duff 

Galway R 

A 

0-0 


Galway R 

H 

0-0 

★ 

* Won on pens. 
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September 17th UEFA Cup Away to Porto 

There were a couple of new names on the team sheet which read; 

Blackmore, McConville, Keely, Dunning, Lawlor, Tony O’Doherty (ex 
Finn Harps), McKenna, Flanagan, Jerome Clarke (ex Drogheda), 

Fairclough and John Archbold (ex Home Farm). It was no surprise when 
the highly skilled home side took the lead after fifteen minutes play, 
following sustained attacks on the Dundalk rearguard. But the Dundalk 
defence had become battle-hardened in European football and held out 
until immediately before the break, when Blackmores challenge on an 
advancing forward was penalized. He made up for his transgression with a 
brilliant save and then scrambled the loose ball away from the danger area. 

Suitably energized, a backs-to-the-wall second half saw the defence handle 
everything that Porto could muster and there was a late scare for the home 
fans when Fairclough shipped a heavy blow from a defender, which was 
ignored by the referee. But the 1-0 away loss seemed as good as a victory 
and the reputation of Dundalk and its propensity to shock the big ones in Europe went up another notch. 

October 1st UEFA Cup 2nd leg Oriel 

After the opening day loss to Crusaders, Dundalk had gone undefeated in six games before the first 
leg UEFA match. They made it nine undefeated, in the two-week interval before the second leg, at 
Oriel Park on October 1st, where the same team lined out. As ever, McLaughlins tactics were clear— 
forget reputations, go at them but give nothing away at the back. For their part the Portuguese elected 
to defend their lead and that was nearly their undoing. Blackmore was called upon once in the first half 
to make a brilliant stop during a rare visitor counter attack. Cheered to the echo by the large crowd, the 
Dundalk attacks became more frenetic in the second half On half a dozen occasions it seemed that the 
reward had come, but Fairclough, Archbold and Duff were denied. There was some desperate scram¬ 
bling at Dundalk’s end late in the game as all hands went forward in search of the equalizer and there 
was no denying the relief in the Porto camp when the final whistle came. The ovation at the end was 
fully deserved, but McLaughlin and his men were not big into ‘glorious defeats’ and there was the sense 
that a great opportunity had been missed. 

You couldn’t ask for a better League start—a 10-match unbeaten stretch (seven wins, three draws) 
and 25 goals up on the board, with Mick Fairclough on his way to a 20-goal season. Limerick had 
made an even better start, with nine wins and a draw and Eoin Hand’s team came to Oriel in the 
middle of November with a two-point League advantage. They left with four after a 1-0 victory. 
Athlone were next on the agenda and they were on a roll. After losing two from their first three games 
they had an unbeaten 8-game run prior to the St Mels visit of Dundalk. Michael O’Connor had a 
magnificent game and the home team continued their winning ways with a 2-1 win. 

There was no stopping Athlone Town and they went undefeated 
for the rest of the season. A magnificent 3-0 winning performance at 
Oriel Park in late March finally quenched any hope for Dundalk, 
who ended 6 points adrift in second place. Athlone’s outstanding 

with a League haul of 51 points, the largest ever achieved in a 30- 
match League programme. 

Dundalk’s first round Cup tie against non-League Hammond Lane should have been a dawdle but 
it took a rare Martin Lawlor goal to see Dundalk through to a next round tie against St Pat’s at 
Richmond Road, where Brian Duff exchanged goals with Jim Mahon (penalty). A week later, in the 


27-match unbeaten run deservedly made them worthy Champions, 


League 80-81 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A Pts. 

Athlone Town 

23 

5 

2 

67 

22 

51 

Dundalk 

20 

5 

5 

63 

28 

45 

Limerick 

17 

7 

6 

47 

25 

41 

Bohemians 

10 

16 

4 

38 

25 

36 
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Oriel Park replay, goals from Tom McConville and John Archbold set up the first Cup local derby with 
Drogheda in the third round. 

It also required two games to settle the issue when Brian Duff was again on the score sheet. Cup 
goals were at a premium this season and the Milltown semi-final against Finn Harps was settled by a 
single goal from Mick Fairclough. 


April 26th FAI Cup final v, Sligo at Dalymount 
Dundalk 2 (Archbold, Fairclough) Sligo Rovers 0 

Richie Blackmore, Tommy McConville, Dermot Keely, Paddy 
Dunning, Martin Lawlor (Tony O’Doherty), Sean Byrne, Leo 
Flanagan, Vincent McKenna, John Archbold, Mick Fairclough and 
Willie Crawley (Brian Duff). 

Sligo Rovers were appearing in their fifth Cup final and had yet to 
bring the trophy across the Shannon. They would have to wait a bit 
longer. Scoreless at half-time, the crucial first goal came in the 51st 
minute, when John Archbold scored directly from a corner-kick, 
which swung viciously and curled into the net without a player 
touching it—a moment to treasure for the junior member of the 
Dundalk team. Mick Fairclough put the tie beyond doubt in the 79th 
minute—earning the club’s seventh Cup victory and the third in the 
space of five years. A cross-field blustery wind aided neither side and 
the urgency of the game determined that much of the time the ball 
was in the air. When it was on the ground the marking and tackling 

was so keen that controlled movements were limited. As a result the Archbold 

midfield area became a wasteland. Sligo manager Patsy McGowan got it right afterwards: “The 
elements won the day; Dundalk won the Cup”. 

Again the keystone of the victory lay in the defence and Paddy Dunning got the Player of the 
Match award after shackling Brendan Bradley. 

The final day attendance was 12,000 and the gate receipts £26,400, from which the two clubs 
received £5,400 each. 

The Oriel Park trophy collection was already the largest in the club’s history—FAI, Presidents and 
League Cup and runner up medals in the League Championship. In addition, Mick Lawlor had 
managed the ‘B’ team to the Reserves League. By the time the Youths squad was finished Oriel Park 
had more silverware than a well-stocked pawnshop and the insurance premium had taken a jump. 



Youths Teams 

Tommy Connolly had assembled a squad of players from the local schoolboy league teams, which 
finished the season in magnificent style. They started with a 7-1 win in the final of the Charlie Davey 
Cup over Wharf Utd., with goals from Barry Kehoe, Dessie Cunningham, Dessie Todd, Johnny 
Cunningham, Jimmy Reilly and two from the 15 year old Dessie Gorman. It took extra time before 
getting the better of Manor Town 7-5 in the final of the Younger Cup with the following line up: 
Martin Murphy, Rodney Meehan, Dessie Todd, Patrick O’Connor, Ray Quinn, Paul McLaughlin, Paul 
Cunningham, Denis Cunningham, Barry Kehoe, Jimmy Reilly and Johnny Cunningham. Subs: Dessie 
Gorman and Barry Murphy. 

A few days later, victory over Goodison Boys by 3-0 (Johnny Cunningham, 2 Barry Kehoe) added 
the AUL under-19 League, to complete a memorable treble, in only the second year competing in the 
Dublin Leagues. Johnny Cunningham’s goal brought his season tally to a magnificent 40 goals. 
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Keep in the “FORWARD IJNE" at 
DUNDALK'S NUMBER ONE PAINT SHOP 

BRENDAN MARMION LTD. 

_ 2 t 3 BACHEIOIIS W<ILK _ 

Marmion’s I'eam .... 

"FLEETWOOOS PAINTS 

"VALSPAR" DULUX UNO COLORTREND PAINTS 

WEATHER-CLAD "WEATHERSHIELD" SANDTEX 

SADOLINS XYLADECOR RONSEAL 

Reserves .... 

SNOWCEM. AUSTIN'S. HAMMERITE, HADFIELDS 
so call around and meei MARMION'S TEAM at 

BRENDAN MARMION I.TD. 

2& 3 BATCHELORS WALK, DUNDALK. Tel. 38840; Home 31447 

O/je/i 6 DA YS — 8 45 to 6.15 p.m. 


For that decorative job, contact the local men 


Estimates Free 

INTERIOR 

and 

exterior 


McENTEGGART 

Shanks 


PAINT tNQ 
CONTRACTORS 



u.enouoHTONsTAeer. oundauk. 

Talaphon* : (042) 20295 


* [■ ' PAPfcR HAMilM.;* PAINTING. • GRAININC. 
OLR fcXPfcRlENCt & tXPfcRTISt 
(il.ARANThl PFRfFXT REStLI!> 


THOMAS MULLEN 

For the Tastiest Food in Town 
Call down to ... . 

MULLEN’S REST ALRANT AND TAKE-AWAY 

CASTLETOWN ROAD, DUNDALK 
Telephone: (042) 32148 
.Also a( Roden Place 


Get the Fresh Idea 

The Only Things frozen are the Prices 

tony KIERAN & CO. Ltd. 

Wholesale and Retail Fish and Poultry 

CHURCH STREET, DUNDALK 


In June the squad headed off for Boulogne, France to participate in a prestigious 8-team 
International Youth tournament and astonished everyone by qualifying for the final, only losing to 
Belgian opponents on a penalty shoot out. They did not come back empty handed—^Jimmy Reilly was 
Man of the Match in the semi-final against a Dutch team, Johnny Cunningham won the same award 
for the Final and selected as Player of the Tournament was Dessie Todd. 


A busy season ended with a charity game at Tolka Park against League Champs, Athlone 
Town. Dermot O’Neill guested for Dundalk in a 4-2 win (2 Crawley, Duff, Flanagan). This 
was Dundalk’s 55th game, 50 competitive and 5 friendly. 

The non-competitive games were: 

July 30th Liverpool Landsdowne Road. 0-2 

August 9th Glenavon Away 2-0 

Home 5-2 

Home 1-2 

Tolka 4-2 


Glenavon 
August 12th Ards 

September 2nd SWA XI 
May 6th Athlone 


The September game at Oriel Park against the Soccer Writers’ 
Selection was a Testimonial Game for Liam Devine. 

National Aluminium was the new team sponsor. 

Jim McLaughlin fielded five of the reserve team for the visit 
to Oriel Park of Bohs on September 25th in the Leinster Cup 
that was settled by a Leo Flanagan goal—Dermot O’Neill 


LIAM DEVINE TESTIMONIAL 


Soccer Writers’ XI 

V. 

Dundalk Selection 

Tuesday, 2nd September, 1980 
in Oriel Park 
Kick-off S.00 p.m. 


sumrn 


MSB. 
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1980-81 Winners of FAI Cup, League Cup, Presidents Cup 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

15 

12 

0 

3 

37 

15 


League Away 

1 15 

8 

5 

2 

26 

13 


League 

; 30 

20 

5 

5 

63 

28 

RU 

FAI Cup 

; 7 

5 

2 

0 ; 

8 

1 

WIN 

League Cup 

i 5 

3 

; 2 

0 : 

9 

0 

WIN 

Leinster C 

; 3 

2 

; 0 : 

1 : 

5 

2 


Presidents Cup 

; 2 

1 

; 1 : 

0 ; 

4 

1 

WIN 

Tyler Cup 

: 1 

0 

: 0 : 

1 ^ 

0 

1 

IR 

UEFA Cup 

; 2 

0 

1 

1 : 

0 

1 


Total 

50 

31 

11 

8 

89 

34 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC 

AO 

Fairclough, Mick 

20 

16 

2 


2 

Flanagan. Leo 

14 

11 



3 

Duff. Brian 

14 

10 

2 

2 


Archbold, John 

8 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Byrne, Sean 

6 

4 


2 


McKenna, V 

5 

3 : 


1 

: 1 

Clarke, Jerome 

4 : 

3 : 


1 


o.g. 

3 

2 


1 


Braddish, S 

3 

2 



^ 1 

Dunning. P 

3 

3 




Lawlor. Martin 

2 

1 : 

1 



McConville. T 

2 

1 i 

1 



Crawley, Willie 

2 

1 



1 

Bryce. Tommy 

1 

1 




Carlyle. Hillary 

1 

1 




Kehoe, Barry 

1 ^ 

1 




Total 

89 

63 

8 

9 

9 


FAI Cup 

Hammond Lane 

H 

1 -0 

Lawlor 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1 -1 

Duff 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2 -0 

McConville. Archbold 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 


Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1 -0 

Duff 

Finn Harps 

N 

1 -0 

Fairclough 

Sligo Rovers 

N 

2 -0 

Archbold, Fairclough 



19S0-81FM Cup Winners 

Back: John Archbold. Sean Byrne, Tommy McConville. Richie Blackmore, PaddyDunning, Vincent McKenna and Mick Fairclough. 
Front: Willie Crawley Tony O'Doherty. DermotKeely Martin Lawlor, Brian Duff and Leo Flanagan. Mascot: Peter Keely 
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(goals). Mickey Coburn (centre half), Barry Kehoe and Robbie Lawlor in midfield. Fintan 
Lynch came on as a substitute for Willie Crawley. He repeated the experiment for the Tolka 
semi-final against St Pats, but lost this one by 2-0. The three Lawlors, Mick Martin and 
Robbie, all featured in the Pats game. 

• For one young man Cup Final day at Dalymount was a very special occasion. Runner up in 
the Coca Cola Skills Competition was the 12-year-old Stephen Staunton. 

• At the ACM in August 1981 Mary Casey resigned and Elizabeth Duffy took her place as 
Secretary. Jackie Henry and Uwe AJbreacht were the newly appointed Board members. It 
was announced that for the 81-82 season the German Salami Co would be sponsoring the 
Youths’ team. 

• Dundalk AFC Board 1980-81 

O Quinn (Chrm.), J Malone (Vice Chrm.), Mary Casey (Sec), T McEvoy (Treas.), E 
McGuill (League Reps.), P Willett, J Kerr, T Kieran, S McGarrity, J Murphy, S Burns, O 
Tracey, K McGuinness, Dr P Martin, A Gaughran and J Reilly. 

• Supporters Social Club 

A Gaughran (Chrm.), Ann Corry (Vice Ch), L Gorham (Sec), Mrs B McLoughlin (Treas.), 
B Thompson (PRO), S Tuite, J Daly, O Treacy, Jim Hoey, F Hamilton, K McErlean, F 
Hughes, P Fox, P Boyle, J O’Callaghan, J Henry, J McLoughlin, J Neary, N Watters, S 
Hanks, P Hamill, G McKeown, John Hoey, A McDonnell. 

• Presidents Cup Final Replay v. Pats. 

Blackmore, McConville, Keely, Dunning, Lawlor (Martin), Flanagan, Jerome Clarke, 
McKenna, Fairclough, Archbold and Duff There was one change from the drawn game, 
Flanagan replacing Tony O’Doherty. 


- 1981-82 - 

Jim McLaughlin had now harvested two Championships (and was twice runner up), three FAI 
Cups and two League Cups. He was leading Dundalk into his fifth European campaign and was about 
to add more entries to the honours board, winning another Euro tie (his third) and maintaining the 
unbeaten home record against European opposition. 


September I6th 1981, European CWCAway, Fram Rekjavik 

The club’s second time to appear in the Cup Winner’s Cup added another destination to the 
passports, when the draw threw up a first leg visit to Iceland. Fram, Reykajvik, had won the Icelandic 
Cup in both the previous years and had seven members of the national squad in their line up. Dermot 
Keely had left to join Glentoran, where he would add more medals to his collection and hang another 
European scalp on his belt. Except for Eamon Gregg (ex Bohs), the rest of the team had a familiar look 
about it: Blackmore, McConville, Gregg, Dunning, Lawlor, Flanagan, Byrne, Barry Kehoe, Fairclough, 
Carlyle and Archbold (replaced by Duff in the second half) After half an hour, Sean Byrne’s perceptive 
pass and Mick Fairclough’s connection gave the visitors the lead, which should have been increased 
before the break. Fram took over in the next period and got no more than they deserved in the 65th 
minute. Minutes later a cruel deflection off Gregg wrong-footed Blackmore and in spite of late 
Dundalk pressure the score remained at 2-1 for the home side. 





September 30th, CWC, Home 2nd leg 

Two weeks later in the Oriel second leg, Brian DufF started instead of Archbold, who during the 
match came on for Fairclough, to be replaced himself by Jim Reilly. Jim McLaughlin had his team 
wound up and they came flying out of the traps. The equaliser was not long in arriving, courtesy of a 
Pop Flanagan penalty after Barry Kehoe was taken down by the keeper. A picture goal in the 25th 
minute made it 2-0 on the night and 3-2 overall—Gregg to Byrne to the head of Fairclough. Minutes 
after the second half restart Martin Lawlor made it three from a near impossible angle and the 
unmarked Brian Duff finished the scoring after a superb dummy from Kehoe deceived the defenders. 
Ovations at European nights were now becoming commonplace in Oriel Park, but this one was 
special—celebrating the fourth Euro tie victory, Dundalk’s biggest win in Europe, the unbeaten at 
home record in Europe now stretched to seven and four great goals. It couldn’t get any better. 

Or maybe it could, and the next opportunity was against Tottenham Hotspur in Dundalk’s 25th 
European game. 

October 21st 1981 CWC Home Tottenham Hotspur 

Spurs: Ray Clemence, Chris Hughton, Paul Miller, Graham Roberts, Mike Hazard, Steve 

Perryman, Osvaldo Ardiles, Steve Archbald, Tony Galvin, Glen Hoddle and Garth Crooks. Sub: 

Gordon Smith for Galvin (76 mins). 

Dundalk: Blackmore, Gregg, McConville, Dunning, Lawlor, Byrne, Flanagan, Kehoe, 

Fairclough, Carlyle and Duff Sub: Archbold for Duff (72 mins.). 

The bare statistics, a 1-1 draw, fail utterly to 
capture the magnificence of the home performance. 

Refusing to be overawed, Dundalk applied unceasing 
pressure to limit Spurs scope to develop and cash in 
on their undoubted skills. Every blade of Oriel Park 
was covered, defenders were given little time to build 
from the back, the midfield harried and chased every¬ 
thing that moved (and at times showed that they 
could play ball) and the defence, under a masterly 
performance by Tommy McConville, was simply 
outstanding. It took over an hour for the home 
rearguard to fall, when Hoddle’s defence-splitting pass 
found Crooks, and he rounded the keeper before 
shooting into an empty net. But the silenced crowd 
erupted in the 81st minute when Martin Lawlor 
found Fairclough and after beating off Roberts Mick 
got the better of the advancing Clements. Spurs threw everything into attack for the closing minutes 
but the home defence, and everybody else, held out for a famous draw. 

Incredibly, Jim McLaughlin’s European home record had now been extended to eight unbeaten 
games, and Garth Crook’s goal was only the third opposition score seen in Oriel through the five years 
since Hadjuk Split’s visit in September 1976. Had it got any better? A resounding ‘Yes’. 

November 4th 1981 CWC White Hart Lane 2nd leg 

There were no changes to either side. Archbold replaced Duff in the 65th minute and Jimmy Reilly 
replaced Carlyle in the 76th minute. This was another night to remember with pride. A gutsy perfor¬ 
mance held Spurs for over an hour, until Crooks got to a Hoddle corner. Again the Dundalk team had 



Oliver Quinn presents Mr Arthur Richardson, Spurs 
Chairman, with a trophy to commemorate the 
meeting in the European Cup Winners’ Cup. 
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refused to lie down and in spite of a number of players carrying injuries into the game, there was a full 
90-minute performance. At no stage did the superior fitness of the full time professionals threaten the 
part timers. At the end the 33,000 crowd acknowledged the merits of the visitors' performance. 

Ever the realist, but also the optimist, Jim McLaughlin afterwards expressed his pride in the team, 
adding: “I felt we could have had a chance of winning even if we were never going to outplay them— 
we could contain and frustrate them and cash in on a break”. The relieved Spurs manager Keith 
Burkenshaw said: “The crowd think you can go out and score four or five—it was never like that. 1 was 
worried and pleased to go through. A bad bounce or a slip and we could easily be in trouble”. 

The honour of the League of Ireland and of Dundalk had been proudly upheld—now it was time 
to get back to the business of earning another crack at Europe. 

The League adopted a new points system which, thankfully, only survived for one season—Home 
win 3 points; Home draw 1 points; Away win 4 points; Away draw 2 points. Bohs made the early 
running but faded badly with the winning post in sight. Dundalk made the perfect start, with five 
straight wins (yielding 17 points under the new system) and a goal record of 14 for and no goals 
conceded. But it was all frittered away over the next half a dozen games, either side of the Tottenham 
Hotspur matches. A 1-0 lead in Sligo with two minutes remaining was squandered when the home side 
scored twice. Seven points from six games was the reward and the run ended with a crucial 1 -0 home 
loss to Shamrock Rovers on November 22nd. The Democrat’s headlines: “Have we blown it?” seemed 
more a statement than a question. A ten-point deficit on leaders Bohs suggested the answer was yes’. 

Before engaging Home Farm in the next League encounter there was a Leinster Cup tie at Tolka 
against Bohs and the newly signed Ollie Ralph made a dream debut with a hat trick in a 3-1 win, with 
a team which was stuffed with locals—Blackmore, Robbie and Martin Lawlor, McConville, Dunning, 
Flanagan, Jimmy Reilly, Barry Kehoe, Willie Crawley, Ollie Ralph and Denis Cunningham. A hat trick 
bug set in as Mick Fairclough repeated Ollie’s feat on the next two weekends—first against Home Farm 
(3-2 away win) and more surprisingly in a 7-1 caning of Athlone Town, in which Ollie Ralph scored his 
first League goal. Hilary Carlyle got in on the act, breaking a two-month barren spell with two against 
Athlone and another pair on the next weekend in a 4-2 away win in Limerick. 17 days—4 games—17 
goals was just what the doctor McLaughlin had ordered and the team was surging towards the top of 
the table, while the main contenders were faltering. 

The 29th November 3-2 win over Home Farm kick-started a run that saw only one loss for the rest 
of the 30-match League (a shock 3-0 Oriel loss to Shels, who never left the basement all year and 
finished joint last with Thurles Town). 

In the middle of March, after defeating Finn Harps at Oriel, Dundalk were nine points ahead of 
Rovers, (who had two games in hand) and an advantage of three points on Bohs (with one match in 
hand). An important 1-1 draw at Milltown in late March, with only five games remaining, proved vital. 
In spite of the departure of manager Johnny Giles after this match to coach Vancouver in the American 
league. Rovers finished their programme with six straight wins to keep up the pressure. 

The destination of the title was not decided until the last day, April 25th, and meanwhile the FAI 
Cup was bringing its own excitement. 

Cash-troubled Thurles Town were in their last League season and were rooted to the bottom of the 
table when they came to the Carrick Road for a first round Cup date in early February. The home side 
made a meal of this one and it took a late goal by Leo Flanagan to secure a 1-0 win. 

Cork United, formerly called Cork Alberts, was also in financial trouble and they were the next 
round visitors to Oriel. In contrast to the Thurles tie, this had everything required of a Cup match— 
and seven goals. The first half was a cracker. Barry Kehoe, Mick Fairclough and Leo Flanagan scored for 
Dundalk—but each time, the Leesiders struck back almost immediately to leave the teams tied 3-3 at 
the break. The second half was no less exciting but both defences had tightened up and the home side 
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finally got the break with a penalty conversion from Leo Flanagan. Corks growing financial problems 
saw them expelled from the League at the end of the season and another piece of League history was 
assigned to the graveyard of defunct clubs. Sadly, for the next couple of seasons, there would be no 
Cork club in the League, breaking a link that went back almost 40 years and it would be a while before 
a Dundalk team would again travel to Leeside. 

Another bottom of the League club, Galway United, were third round opponents, and Oriel Park 
got its third Cup-tie of the year. Willie Crawley was in outstanding form and his two second-half goals 
ended the Tribesmens Cup interest for the year. 

Friday April 2nd 1982 Tolka Park _ Cup Semi Final, . . Bobs v. Dundalk 

A truly magnificent game, acknowledged at the final whistle by a standing ovation. Noel King gave 
the Gypsies a half time lead. Early second half pressure from Dundalk paid off when Leo Flanagans 
penalty punished Paul Doolin’s handling transgression. The action stepped up a pace and two superb 
goals, inside a two-minute spell, from Ollie Ralph, outfoxing Dermot O’Neill, and followed by a 20- 
yard strike from Barry Kehoe, gave the advantage to Dundalk. Bohs did not lie down, and responses 
from Jackie Jameson and David ‘Rocky’ O’Brien left the teams locked at 3-3, with a quarter of an hour 
remaining. The two teams settled for a draw and headed for Milltown on the following Tuesday, but 
there was no repeat of the drawn match classic, and even twenty minutes extra time failed to produce a 
score. There were no punches pulled in this one and Paul Doolin was red-carded for a bad tackle on 
Barry Kehoe, but Dundalk failed to avail of the numerical advantage. 

On the next weekend, Dundalk ground out a 1-0 League victory over Limerick at Oriel, maintain¬ 
ing top spot and keeping the Double hopes alive. 


Wednesday Apinl l4th ... Tolka Park . . . the second replay 

This was another classic that equalled the first tie in its intensity, excitement and superb football. 
After a quarter of an hour, Sean Byrne left a trail of defenders in his wake and Willie Crawley’s perfect 
header gave Dermot O’Neill no chance. Another Cup final and another Double were beckoning when 
Derek O’Brien finished Jameson’s superb pass—and yet more extra time failed to separate the teams. 
Thankfully, in the days before penalty shoot-outs, the supporters were to get another chance to see 
these inseparable teams do battle again, for the right to face Limerick in the Cup Final. 


Sunday April 18th League fixtures 

Before renewing the Cup battle for the fourth time there were important League affairs to be 
considered. The table top position showed Dundalk 72 points (28 games), Bohs 71 (27), and 
Shamrock Rovers 70 (28), all complicated by the new points system. Both of Dundalk’s remaining 
matches were away from home and Bohs game in hand gave them the advantage. Dundalk did the 
business against Pats at Richmond, picking up an invaluable four points, while Rovers home win over 
Galway gave them three points. But Bohs lost their advantage, and ultimately the League title by 
squandering the lead and falling 2-1 away to Waterford, their first loss since the middle of January. 
Now left with a potential 78 points from two closing wins, they could not match Dundalk’s potential 
80. Nor could Rovers. 

By the time Dundalk and Bohs had squared up for the next episode of the Cup saga, they were 
both heading into their sixth match in twenty days, and another Dundalk League-Cup Double had 
appeared on the horizon. 
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Wednesday April 21st . . . Tolka Park . . . The third replay 

“Standing room only_another cliffhanger_Tommy McConville ‘magnificent’... breathless 

action....Kehoe ‘brilliant’....Ralph ‘outstanding’ ...enthralling .... an epic”. 

The reporters were beginning to run out of words. For the first time in the tie, Bohs went into the lead 
shortly before the half-time whistle, when Dave Connell’s long ball from defence found Mick Shelly 
who beat a stranded Richie Blackmore. Twenty minutes after the break, it was all level again. Ollie 
Ralph beat Dave Connell and sent Barry Kehoe on a surging run before knocking the ball into the 
corner of the net. More extra time... more excitement.... But there were no goals in the first period. 
Three minutes into the second period, the end came, to the heartbreak of one set of supporters and the 
unbridled joy of the other. Jackie Jameson fed substitute John Reynor and his unstoppable shot gave 
Blackmore no chance. It was all over, after 4 games, 3 sets of extra time, 7+ hours, 11 goals and gate 
receipts of £48,000 (worth €125,000 in today’s money). 

For two members of Dundalk’s team, there were contrasting consequences—Tommy McConville 
won a trip to Florida for being the best player over the four games (a great honour with the talent on 
view), and Ollie Ralph suffered a broken jaw, which required major surgery and threatened to end his 
career. When he finally recovered, he later joined Newry Town, where a new and goal-filled career lay 
ahead. 

After all the complicated League mathematics had been sorted out to everyone’s satisfaction, one 
thing was clear. A win at St Mels Park in the last match, would put Dundalk beyond the reach of the 
other two, while a draw could only be matched by Bohs winning their last two games. 

April 25th, St Mels Park, Athlone 

Unbeknown to the St Mels party Bohs were losing in 
Cork, but Dundalk put an end to the ‘ifs’ and ‘maybes’ 
with a 2-1 win. Hilary Carlyle scored with a spectacular 
header in the first half from a Leo Flanagan free kick. 

Ten minutes after the change of ends Athlone’s Denis 
Clarke made it all square. Appropriately the winner, and 
the wrapping up of the Championship, came after a 
classic goal when Sean Byrne, galloping through after 
parting to Archbold, took the return and gave Jim Grace 
no chance. The most absorbing League race in years had 
been won in style and it was a leg weary team, led by 
captain Ritchie Blackmore, who accepted the trophy and 
the acclamation of the large Dundalk support in the 
£3,000 crowd. 

The final 4-points winning margin secured the club’s 
sixth League Pennant and was won on the back of a 
better away record than the other contenders, in spite of 
the Hoops getting the better of the League duels, picking up 
five points to Dundalk’s two. Bohs did even better with a 5-1 
points advantage from the two clashes. Keeping the away losses 
to a single game, against Sligo during the November slump, was 
crucial, given the points system. But justice was done—under 
the previous 2 for a win and 1 for a draw system Dundalk 
would have still won by a single point. Under the later three 
points-for-a-win system, the two top teams would have tied. 


League 81-82 

W 

D 

L 

F 
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Dundalk H 

12 

0 

3 

37 

12 

36 


A 

8 

6 

1 

24 

12 

44 

80 

Sham Rovers H 

12 

2 

1 

31 

9 

38 


A 

9 

1 

5 

19 

14 

38 

76 

Bohemians H 

9 

5 

1 

27 

7 

32 


A 

8 

4 

3 

23 

11 

40 

72 



Sean Byrne, Richie Blackmore and Hilary Carlyle 
celebrating the Championship win in Athlone. 
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The players: Richie Blackmore, Eamon Gregg, Tommy McConville, Paddy Dunning, Martin and 
Robbie Lawlor, Brian Duff, Sean Byrne, Leo Flanagan, Barry Kehoe, Willie Crawley, Ollie Ralph, Mick 
Fairclough, Jerome Clark, John Archbold and Hilary Carlyle. 

In many respects, this was Jim McLaughlins finest hour and arguably his best ever squad, with 
another ‘new’ team, more than half of which had not been part of the ’79 Double. The two clashes with 
Tottenham Hotspur showed the quality and skills of this squad and the Bohs Cup marathon demon¬ 
strated their fighting spirit. Shorn of strong man Keely, the retooled defence played superbly—Gregg 
and Lawlor fastened down the flanks and Tommy McConville, 17 seasons after his Dundalk debut, 
took to his new central role with Paddy Dunning with such assurance that even the mighty Tottenham 
were held to a single goal in two encounters. Barry Kehoe had an outstanding season and the Byrne- 
Flanagan duo was as effective as ever, chipping in 16 League goals between them. Ollie Ralph had 
added an exciting option to the injury prone duo of Fairclough and Carlyle, while Willie Crawley (8 
League appearances) and Jimmy Reilly (7) supplied further local colour to the Championship winning 
performance. 

Waiting in the wings Tommy Connolly was nursing another bunch of local starlets with a Youth 
squad that retained the Younger Cup, where the Man of the Match award went to Dessie Gorman. 

It was easy to believe that the bandwagon started eight years ago would go on and on. 

Youth's International TournamenU Boulonge, France, May 29 th- 31 st, 1982 , 

Tommy Connolly, Liam O’Brien, Gerry McArdle, John Scully and Jackie Henry were the officials 
in charge of a 20-player squad, heading for the second year to the prestigious Boulogne Youth 
Tournament, which also attracted entries from Italy, Austria, England, Holland and Belgium. The 
Dundalk panel was: Joe Byrne, Fergus Lynch, Rodney Meehan, Joe Rice, Dessie Todd, Patrick 



1981-82 LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 

Back: ]\mmy Reilly, Tommy McConville, Martin Lawlor, Richie Blackmore, Robert Lawlor, Mick Fairclough, John 

Archbold. 

Front: Brian Duff, Leo Flanagan, Willie Crawley, Eamon Gregg, Barry Kehoe, Sean Byrne. 

Inset; Paddy Dunning, Hilary Carlyle, Jerome Clarke, Ollie Ralph. 
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O’Connor, Ned Smyth, Paul McLaughlin, Paul Cunningham, Denis Cunningham, Barry Murphy, 
Jimmy Reilly, Dessie Gorman, Martin Breen, Colm McConville, Brendan Donnelly, Brendan 
O’Callaghan, Brian Hand, Gerry Copas and Eamon Lynch. 

The first round game against local French side, Desvres, was won easily by 8-1 (rwo each from 
Barry Murphy, Paul McLaughlin and Jimmy Reilly, and one each from Dessie Gorman and Paul 
Cunningham). Hanover from Germany were defeated 3-0 in the semi final, the goals coming from 
Jimmy Reilly, Dessie Todd and Barry Murphy. A 2-0 loss in the final was no disgrace against the 
powerful French Division Three under-21 champions, Mulon from Paris, with a team that included an 
Algerian International and three members of the Juventus youth squad. Paul Cunningham won the 
award for the best Dundalk player of the tournament while Paul O’Connor, Dessie Todd and Joe Rice 
stood out for their fine defensive displays. 

Later in the summer the Youth panel were on the road again, this time to Brittany to participate in 
the Inter-Celtic tournament, run in conjunction with the local Folk Festival. Jackie Henry made his 
debut as an international manager when he was invited to take charge of a multi-national team, which 
included players from France, Wales, Spain, Scotland and Ireland (David O’Connell, Ronan Wiseman 
and David King). 

• Tommy McConville won a hatful of awards, the Soccer Writers’ Award for April, 
Supporters’ Club Player of the Year and finally, the prestigious Personality of the Year 
Award. Barry Kehoe’s outstanding rookie year was rewarded when he was one of the last six 
in the SWAI Award. 

• The news of Tommy’s award came through while he was in New Zealand with the League 
of Ireland team playing in a five-match tour under Jim McLaughlin’s management against 
the local World Cup team, in the company of Blackmore, Gregg, Lawlor, Flanagan and 
Byrne. 

• Dundalk took a significant share out of the prize fund made available by the Kentucky 
Fried Chicken sponsorship—£5,000 winners prize, £1,000 for the best second series perfor¬ 
mance and £500 goal scoring award for the December blitz. 

• Brian Duff left in January, joined Galway (his new work base), scored a hat trick on his 
debut against Finn Harps and finished as their leading League scorer with eight goals. 

• A last minute penalty at Kilcohan Park at the end of Februar)s converted by Leo Flanagan, 
was worth a precious two points. An indignant Tommy Jackson and Mark Meagan were 
sent off for dissent—and for a while it looked as though the other nine might join them. 

• Bohs season ended in misery. A second last match League loss in Cork surrendered the 
UEFA spot to Rovers and on the first Sunday in May they lost the Cup final to Limerick, 
who featured Rugby star Tony Ward. Six members of the Limerick team were compensating 
for their runner-up medals against Dundalk five years previously. 

• The League Cup was residing in Athlone, who defeated Shamrock Rovers in the final, 
completing another Provincial clean sweep of all the major trophies. 

• On Dundalk’s championship winning day in Athlone, Shamrock Rovers were unveiling 
their new floodlights in their last match of the season against Finn Harps. 

• Ambitious plans were announced in March to spend £50,000 on a major extension to the 
bar area, extending the catering facilities and providing extra function space, to be co¬ 
financed by the Board and the Social Club. The coordinating committee included Uwe 
Albreacht (Chairman), Aiden Gaughran (Vice C.), Larry Gorham, Enda McGuill, Kevin 
McGuinness, Paddy Fox and Owen Treacy. 
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1981-82 League Champions 


Sep 10 UCD 

H 

2-0 

Byrne. Flanagan 

Sep 20 Cork Utd 

A 

2-0 

2 Carlyle 

Sep 27 Finn Harps 

H 

3 -0 

Duff, Fairclough, Flanagan 

Oct 4 Shelbourne 

A 

3-0 

Carlyle, Duff, Byrne 

Oct 11 Galway Utd. 

H 

4-0 

Fairclough, Lawlor, Duff, o.g. 

Oct 18 ThurlesT 

A 

0-0 


Oct 25 Bohemians 

H 

1 -4 

Kehoe 

Nov 1 Drogheda 

A 

1 - 1 

Crawley 

Nov 8 Waterford 

H 

3 -1 

2 Fairclough, Byrne 

Nov 15 Sligo R 

A 

1 -2 

Lawlor 

Nov 22 Shamrock R 

H 

0 -1 


Nov 29 Home Farm 

A 

3 -2 

3 Fairclough 

Dec 6 AthloneT 

H 

7 -1 

3 Fairclough, 2 Carlyle. Flanagan. Ralph 

Dec 13 Limerick 

A 

4-2 

2 Carlyle. Lawlor. Fairclough 

Dec 20 St Pats Ath. 

H 

2-0 

Duff, Fairclough 

Dec 22 UCD 

A 

1 -1 

Byrne 

Jan 3 Cork Utd 

H 

3-0 

Carlyle. Kehoe. Dunning 

Jan 17 Shelbourne 

H 

0-3 


Jan 24 Galway Utd. 

A 

2 -1 

Fairclough, Carlyle 

Jan31 ThurlesT 

H 

3-0 

Carlyle, Kehoe. Fairclough 

Febl4 Bohemians 

A 

0-0 


Feb 21 Drogheda 

H 

5 -1 

2 Flanagan, Byrne, Kehoe, Gregg 

Feb28 Waterford 

A 

1 - 1 

Flanagan 

Mar 14 Sligo R 

H 

1 -0 

Archbold 

Mar 17 Finn Harps 

A 

2-0 

Flanagan, o.g. 

Mar 21 Shamrock R 

A 

1 -1 

Byrne 

Mar 28 Home Farm 

H 

2 - 1 

Clarke, Fairclough 

April Limerick 

H 

1 -0 

Byrne 

Apr 18 St Pats Ath. 

A 

1 -0 

Flanagan 

Apr25 AthloneT 

A 

2 -1 

Carlyle, Byrne 



Barry Kehoe 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

; 15 

; 12 

0 

3 

37 

; 12 


League Away 

: 15 

8 

6; 

1 

24 

12 


League Total 

; 30 

20 

6 : 

4 

61 

24 

WIN 

FAI Cup 

; 7 

3 

; 3 : 

1 

12 

9 

; SF 

League Cup 

; 1 

: 0 

; 0 : 

1 

; 0 

0 

1st R 

Leinster Cup 

; 4 

3 

0; 

1 

12 

3 

RU 

President’s Cup 

; 2 

; 1 

; 1 : 

0 

; 4 

3 

; WIN 

European CWC 

■ 4 

1 

■ 1 ; 

2 

; 6 

4 


Total 

48 

28 

11 

9 

95 

43 




Dundalk’s leading 
scorer for the 
1981-82 season, 
Mick Fairclough 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

EC 

AO 

Fairclough, Mick 

20 : 

15 ; 

1 

3 

1 

Flanagan, Leo 

: 14 : 

8 

4 

1 

1 

Carlyle, Hillary 

12 

11 



1 

Byrne, Sean 

10 

8: 



2 

Duff, Brian 

9 

4 ; 


1 

4 

Kehoe, Barry 

7 ; 

4 ; 

3 



Ralph, Ollie 

5 : 

1 : 

1 


3 

Crawley, Willie 

5 ^ 

1 ^ 

3 


1 

Lawlor, Martin 

3: 

3 




o.g. 

2 ^ 

2 




Dunning, Paddy 

2; 

1; 



1 

Lawlor, Mick 

2 



1 

1 

Archbold, John 

1 i 

1 




Clarke, Jerome 

1 

1 




Gregg, Eamon 

1 ; 

1 




Lawlor, Robert 

1 : 




1 

Total 

95 

61 

12 

6 

16 


League appearances 

Blackmore, Ritchie 

30 

Duff. Brian 

12(2) 

Lawlor, Martin 

29 

Archbold, John 

4(4) 

McConville, Tom 

30 

Reilly, Jimmy 

1(6) 

Flanagan, Leo 

30 

Clarke, Jerome 

7(8) 

Kehoe. Barry 

30 

Ralph, Ollie 

11(3) 

Gregg, Eamon 

30 

Crawley, Willie 

8 

Dunning. Paddy 

29 

Lawlor, Robbie 

2(3) 

Byrne, Sean 

29 

Rogers. Eddie 

(2) 

Fairclough. Mick 

26(1) 

McCormack, D 

(1) 

Carlile, Hilary 

22 








































Presidents Cup v. Athlone Town, 2 legs. Won 
4-3 on aggregate. 

1st leg Home August 21st ’81. 2-1. 

Blackmore, Gregg, Dunning, McConville, 

Lawlor (Martin), Barry Kehoe, Flanagan, 

Byrne, Duff, Fairclough and Crawley. Jerome 
Clarke came on as sub. 

2nd leg Away August 27th ’81. 2-2. Robert 
Lawlor started instead of Tommy 
McConville and Jimmy Reilly came on as 
sub for Fairclough. 

Leinster Cup v. Shamrock Rovers, Lost 2-1, 

January 27th 1982, Tolka. 

Blackmore, Robbie Lawlor (scored), 

McConville, Dunning, Martin Lawlor, 

Flanagan, Denis Cunningham (Kehoe), 

Ralph, Crawley, Jimmy Reilly and Archbold 
(Clarke). 

On December 30th 1981, Glasgow Celtic 
became the latest victims in Jim 
McLaughlin’s six year unbeaten home record 
against foreign opposition with a fully 

deserved 2-1 victory, best remembered for a brilliant performance from the 19'year old 
Barry Kehoe, capped by a magnificent 85th winner. Picking up Martin Lawlor’s header 
close to the centre circle, he left three defenders in his wake in a mazy run before slotting 
the ball past Packy Bonner. “Sheer brilliance” was Jim McLaughlin’s comment. 
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- 1982-83 - 

Barry Kehoe was touring the continent with Manchester City, and was one of a number who were 
not available for the pre-season visit of Wolverhampton Wanderers, who came out on top 1-0, where 
new signing Noel King showed up well. 

Following the expulsion of Cork United and the resignation of Thurles Town, the remaining 14 
teams agreed to another change in the points system, to the straightforward 3 points for a win and 1 
point for a draw. Dundalk’s early season excitement started when the draw for the European Cup was 
displayed—Liverpool v. Dundalk. Forget the fancy titles—trophy-bedecked, star-studded, internation¬ 
al-stuffed, and all the rest. Just think of the players— 

Grobbelaar, Hanson, Souness, Neal, Kennedy, Whelan, 

Dalglish and Rush. Now under Bob Paisley and in their 19th 
successive season in Europe, Liverpool sportingly agreed to 
forfeit home advantage for the first leg—the first time they 
had reversed a European fixture, in spite of many requests. 

Unknown to anyone, this was to be Jim McLaughlin’s ‘last 
hurrah’ at an Oriel Park European night, and it was a real gala 
occasion, topped by a very creditable home performance. 


League Cup 


1982-83 

H Farm 

H 5-0 

3Crawley(*). Ralph 
Archbold 

Drogheda 

A 7 -2 

Lawlor, Kehoe, Wright, 


Ralph, Crawley, Fairclough, Flanagan 

Shelbourne 

H 1 -0 

Lawlor (Martin) 

St. Pat's Ath. 

N 2 -0 

Dunning, Flanagan 

Athlone 

N 1 -2 

Ralph 

* First League Cup hat trick 

















holding Liverpool to a 4-1 verdict. The Anfield tie, two weeks later, was even better and a 1-0 loss 
would do further credit to the Club, to the town and to Jim McLaughlin. 

The bread-and-butter affairs of the domestic scene were not being neglected. There was qualifica¬ 
tion for another League Cup final (lost on December 30th by 2-1 to Athlone Town). 

League Cup Final 

Byrne (Jody), Lawlor (Robin), McConville, Dunning, Lawlor (Martin), Byrne, King, Flanagan, 
Kelly, Ralph and Cunningham. Sub: Paul McLaughlin for Cunningham. 

There was a racing start to the League campaign with five straight wins. By the end of November it 
was again tabletop stuff, with just a single loss from nine games. But a winless December changed 
everything, especially the away losses to Drogheda and Athlone. 

In the absence of Cork teams from the League, two Munster League clubs qualified for the FAI 
Cup, via the Intermediate Cup, Ringmahon Rangers (who drew Shamrock Rovers) and Cobh 
Ramblers, who came first out of the hat to meet League champs, Dundalk. Sunday February 6th 
turned out to be a special day for Cobh and for most of the 4,000 attendance. A goal up in five 
minutes from Fergus McDaid was the perfect start for the underdogs and a second, from Eddie 
O’Halloran after a quarter of an hour, had Dundalk reeling. The home support was as good as a twelfth 
man. John Archbolds reply shortly before the break should have been the springboard for a Dundalk 
second half offensive. But the ‘Seasiders’ would not be denied, and Noel King’s dismissal guaranteed 
Dundalk’s fourth FAI Cup exit at the hands of non-League opponents. Cobh’s journey continued, and 
after eliminating Finn Harps, they joined Sligo for a four-match semi, only succumbing by a single goal 
margin in the third replay. Sligo finally got their Cup reward, coming from behind to defeat Bohs 2-1 
in the final. 

Unaffected by the Cup shock, Dundalk continued to chase Athlone in the League but the 
Midlanders limited their losses to only two in the season and the chase was in vain. The final table 
showed Athlone with a massive 16 points to spare. For Dundalk, the last four games were critical, with 
entry to the UEFA Cup as the prize for the League runner-up. It started with a Denis Cunningham 
goal at Oriel Park that secured three points against closest challengers, Drogheda, and opened up a 
seven point gap—almost enough to get the consolation prize. However, another goal from Denis was 
not sufficient at Milltown to middle-of-the-table Shamrock Rovers. On the following Sunday, the 
already crowned champions, Athlone, came to Oriel and Larry Murray’s single goal meant another loss. 
But, not to worry, a win on the last day against third from the bottom Sligo Rovers, who were preoccu¬ 
pied with the Cup and in the middle of a semi-final marathon with Cobh, would clinch the coveted 
European place. 

The Showgrounds was never a great respecter of the formbook 
and all the visitors’ efforts came to naught. Crucially, Leo Flanagan 
blazed a penalty kick ‘high and wide’ and there were second-half 
chances that went close from Paul McLaughlin and Martin Lawlor 
but the 1-1 result allowed Drogheda to creep into second place, 
with one point to spare after winning their last three games and making up the 7-point deficit. 

The consequences? Drogheda go into the UEFA Cup hat and draw Tottenham Hotspur and Jim 
McLaughlin leaves Dundalk for pastures new. 

Jim McLaughlin leaving Dundalk? It couldn’t be true. To supporters it was like a death in the 
family. What will we do without him? He’s irreplaceable. When will we see his likes again? No, he’ll 
come back. 


League 82-83 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Athlone T 

20 

5 

1 

61 

24 

65 

Drogheda 

14 

7 

5 

43 

18 

49 

Dundalk 

14 

6 

6 

32 

17 

48 

Bohemians 

13 

7 

6 

42 

26 

46 
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He wasn’t coming back and Dundalk would be all the poorer for his departure. But life, and thank¬ 
fully football, goes on and it wouldn’t be long before another Messiah would arrive and start another 
merry-go-round. 

Neither Dundalk FC nor Jim McLaughlin, manager extraordinaire, had finished filling their scrap¬ 
books. Oh no. Not by a long shot. 

• Under the Management of Mick Leech, the reserve team were runaway winners of the ‘B’ 
championship, a massive 17 points clear of the runner up. On the run in the panel 
members included Jody Byrne, Peter Fitzpatrick, Padraig O’Connor, Ned Rogers, Jimmy 
Reilly, Gerry Scully, Joe Reynolds, David Kelly, Willie Crawley, Paul and Denis 
Cunningham, Ollie Ralph, Robert Lawlor, John Archbold and Damien Savage. 

• Tommy Connolly’s Youth squad had plenty to celebrate, winning the Younger Cup for the 
third year in succession and the AUL League for the second time in three years. At the Oriel 
Park celebrations the annual awards went to Paul Cunningham for the Jackie Henry ‘Player 
of the Year’ Trophy and the S & S Social Club’s ‘Marksman of the Year’ prize went to Barry 
Murphy, for his season tally of 55 goals. 

• Presidents Cup Final v. Bohs over 2 legs Agg. 3-3 Lost on away goals. 

1st leg August 29th ’82, Away, Lost 0-1, Leo Flanagan missed a penalty. 

Blackmore, Gregg, Dunning, McConville, Lawlor, Byrne (Archbold), Flanagan, King, 
Kehoe, Fairclough and Ralph. 

2nd leg, Home, September 2nd, Won 3-2, same starting XI, Archbold came on as sub for 
King. 

• September I4th 1982, Home, European Cup v. Liverpool. 

Dundalk: Blackmore, Gregg, Dunning, McConville, Lawlor, Byrne (Archbold 56 minutes), 
Flanagan, King, Kehoe, Fairclough and Crawley (Ralph 45 min.). 

Liverpool: Grobbclaar, Neal, Hanson, Thompson, Kennedy, Lee, Souness, Whelan, 
Dalglish, Rush and Hodgson. 

Liverpool 4 (Whelan 7th and 29th min.. Rush 31, Hodgson 55) Dundalk 1 (Flanagan, free 
kick in the closing stages). 

• September 28th 1982, Anfield, EC, v. Liverpool. 1-0 (Whelan) 

Archbold started in place of the injured Kehoe, and Ralph 
replaced Crawley in the 67th minute. 

• April 10th 1983 League v. Sligo, 1-1, (Mick Wright) was 
Jim McLaughlin’s last match in charge after eight and a 
half years. The lineout was: Blackmore, Gregg, Robbie and 
Martin Lawlor (Byrne, 85 min.), Mick Wright, Flanagan, 

King, McGee, Cunningham (Ralph, 64 min.), McConville 
and Paul McLaughlin. 

• Ritchie Blackmore was the only survivor from 
McLaughlin’s first game in November 1974. 

• At the end of the season Sean Byrne emigrated to New 
Zealand and joined the Gisborne City club. Over the next 
couple of years he was honoured 13 times on New Zealand 
selections. 
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Sean Byrne 





Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC EC 

AO 

Fairclough, Mick 

14 

10 


1 

3 

Flanagan, Leo 

8 

5 


2 1 


Archbold, John 

4 

2 

1 

1 : 


Lawlor, Martin 

4 

1 ^ 


2 

: 1 

Ralph, Ollie 

4 

1 : 


3 ; 


Crawley, Willie 

4 



4 


Wright, Mick 

3 

2 ^ 


1 


Kehoe, Barry 

3 



1 i 

: 2 

Byrne, Sean 

2 

2 ; 




Cunningham. Denis 

2 

2 




Kelly David 

2 

2 ; 




King, Noel 

2 

2 




Dunning, Paddy 

2 

1 ! 


1 : 


Carlyle, Hillary 

1 

1 




McGee. Paul 

1 

1 




McConville, Tom 

1 




1 

Total 

57 

32 

1 

16 1 
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13: 

8; 
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2 

16 
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League Away 

13 

6 ; 

3; 

4 

16 

11 


League Total 

26; 

14 

6 

6 ; 

32 

17 

3rd 

FAI Cup 

1 : 

0 

0 : 

1 

1 ; 

2 

IstR 

League Cup 

5: 

4: 

0 ^ 

l 

16; 

4 

RU 

Leinster Cup 

2 

1 

0 

1 

4 

2 

2ndR 

Pres Cup 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

3 

RU 

European Cup 

2 

0 

0 

2 

\ 

5 


Total 

38 

20 

6 

12 

57 

33 
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The McLaughlin Era - November 1974 to April 1983 









LEAGUE 

FA! CUP 

L6ECUP 

LEINS CUP 

PRES CUP 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 






1974-75 

20 

8 

6 

6 

27 

25 

5th 





1975-76 

31 

17 

10 

4 

61 

34 

W 





1976-77 

39 

20 

7 

12 

70 

55 

5th 

W 


W 

RU 

1977-78 

47 

19 

12 

16 

66 

62 

nth 


W 

W 

RU 

1978-79 

36 

23 

7 

6 

66 

31 

W 

W 




1979-80 

45 

27 

8 

10 

76 

27 

RU 




W 

1980-81 

50 

31 

11 

8 

89 

34 

RU 

W 

W 


W 

1981-82 

48 

28 

11 

9 

95 

43 

W 



RU 

W 

1982-83 

38 

20 

6 

12 

57 

33 

3 rd 


RU 


RU 

TOTAL 

354 

193 

78 

83 

607 

344 








P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 


WINS 

RUP 

AT HOME IN EUROPEAN GAMES 

LEAGUE 

247 

137 

60 

50 447 

245 


3 

2 

P 

9 

FA! CUP 

31 

18 

7 

6 41 

23 


3 


W 

3 

LEAGUE CUP 

27 

16 

4 

7 55 

23 


2 

1 

D 

5 

LEINSTER CUP 

17 

11 

0 

6 30 

12 


2 

1 

L 

1 

PRES CUP 

10 

5 

2 

3 15 

12 


3 

3 

F 

11 

OOMESTIC 

332 

187 

73 

72 588 

315 




A 

7 

% 


56.3 

22 

21.7 







TYLER CUP 

4 

2 

0 

2 3 

3 






EUROPEAN 

18 

4 

5 

9 16 

26 






TOTAL 

354 

193 

78 

83 607 

344 


13 

7 



Goals (1975-76 to 1981-83) - 19 players in Double Figures 

58 Fairclough. Mick 


30 

Byrne. Sean 


19 

Crawley. Willie 

13 

Dunning. Paddy 

53 Flanagan. Leo 


29 

Dainty. Jimmy 


18 

McDowell. Seamus 

11 

Devlin. Frank 

39 Carlyle, Hillary 


27 

Lawlor. Mick 


17 

Braddish. Synan 

11 

Kehoe. Barry 

36 Flanagan. Terry 


21 

Muckian. Cathal 


14 

McManus. Jackie 

11 

Lawlor. Martin 

31 Duff. Brian 


20 

McConville. Tom 


13 

Archbold. John 



Appearances from November 1974 

TO End of 

1982-83 


330 Blackrnore. Richie 

206 

Lawlor. Martin 


117 

McLaughlin, Jim 

102 

Braddish. Synan 

322 McConville. Tom 

202 

Byrne. Sean 


112 

Keely. Dermot 

98 

McManus. Jack 

226 Dunning. Paddy 


175 

Dainty. Jimmy 


111 

Lawlor, Mick 

97 

McConville. Brian 

208 Flanagan, Leo 


126 

Fairclough. Mick 


110 

Crawley. Willie 

96 

Flanagan. Terry 


European Appearances, 18 Games, 35 Players 


18 Blackrnore. Richie 
17 McConville, Tom 

14 Dunning, Paddy 

14 Flanagan, Leo 

14 Lawlor. Martin 

13 Byrne. Sean 

9 Lawlor. Mick 

8 Carlyle. Hillary 


8 Fairclough, Mick 
8 Archbold, John 

7 Dainty. Jimmy 

6 Daly. Terry 

6 Gregg. Eamon 

5 Devine. Liam 

5 Duff. Brian 

5 Muckian, Cathal 


4 King. Noel 

4 McConville. Brian 

4 McDowell. Seamus 

4 McKenna. Vincent 

4 McLaughlin. Jim 

4 McManus. Jack 

4 O'Brien, Derek 

3 Crawley. Willie 


3 Kavanagh, Tony 
2 Braddish. Synan 
2 Clarke. Jerome 
2 Devlin. Frank 
2 O'Doherty. Tony 
2 Ralph. Ollie 
2 Reilly. Jimmy 
2 Sheehy. Sean 
















- 1983-84 - 

The Oriel Park that Jim McLaughlin left in the summer of 1983 was a radically different place than 
the one he had joined in the winter of 1974. A supporter who had been abroad during this period 
would hardly have recognised the new Oriel with its enhanced terracing, spectator accommodation and 
social amenities. The pitch had been re-laid and with its new watering and drainage system, it was one 
of the best in the League. At the August AGM, the shareholders heard that the club had turned a profit 
of £8,008 for the past season and the surpluses for the last four years read—£5001, £5780, £7,829 and 
now £8,008, aggregating to over £26,000 for the four years. Jim Malone also announced that, after 
protracted negotiations, the Revenue Commissioners had accepted his contention that the club had no 
liability to Corporation Tax. There was however, the worrying fact that domestic gates had taken a big 
hit during the 82-83 season, down to £32,000 from a previous £45,000. 

The formula for the clubs financial success was based on a number of key factors. On the back of a 
successful team, the club had built a commercial base in the local business community, generating a 
significant income stream through sponsorship and advertising. The Board and the Supporters’ Club 
also had a number of top-notch fundraisers, ever creative in developing and promoting new schemes 
and who, when all else failed, simply refused to take no for an answer. You could not walk down the 
town without being accosted—if Jim Kerr or Ted Kieran missed you, be sure that Enda McGuill, Sean 
McCarrity or Jackie Henry or any one of another half-a-dozen would bend your ear with the latest 
fund raising creation. On top of that, the very successful Supporters’ Club now had a much larger 
supporter base to wind up its fundraising activities including draws, raffles, goal times and 
programmes. The Oriel Park function rooms and bar had become a beehive of activity and the annual 
quiz had packed houses right throughout the winter months. On final night it even became necessary 
to install closed-circuit television to accommodate the crowds! 

A successful team was the cornerstone and by now that meant a regular diet of Championships, 
Cups and European football. 

Jim McLaughlin’s reign had also seen a further tightening of the Provincial clubs’ stranglehold on 
the League scene. In the eighteen seasons that had elapsed since Drumcondra had taken the League 
Pennant to Tolka Park in 1964-65, only Bohemians (74-75 and 77-78) had broken the ‘country’ 
monopoly, with the honours divided between Waterford (6), Dundalk (4), Athlone (2), and one each 
to Cork Hibs, Cork Celtic, Limerick and Sligo. Even the FAI Cup, the preserve it seemed of Shamrock 
Rovers, had taken a dramatic shift. For twelve seasons to 1970 not a single Cup had been filled in 
celebration outside of Dublin, yet in the following thirteen years it had only resided in the City on 
three occasions. Even the League Cup was foreign territory where the Dublin clubs were concerned, 
with only Bohs breaking the provincial monopoly in the ten years of its existence since 1973-74. 

There were however some straws in the wind. Pat Grace, benefactor of both the League and 
Limerick FC, had sought a High Court petition for the winding up of Limerick AFC, disclosing that 
he had advanced in excess of £115,000 in a 5-year period from 1977. Thurles Town and Cork United 
had withdrawn from the League, mainly for financial reasons. After their money-spinning Cup 
marathon with Cobh, the Sligo FAI Cup win had generated celebrations that went on throughout the 
summer, yet by the middle of 1984, the club announced debts of £53,000 and a season loss of a 
staggering £32,000! A Waterford group was hoping to raise £20,000 to reactivate the local club and 
their 5-year plan envisaged a local side as the way back to the ‘big time’. 

To keep it in the ‘big time’, Dundalk selected the 37-year old John Dempsey, the 19-time Irish 
International, on a two-year contract. In twelve English League seasons up to 75-76, with two clubs, 
Fulham and Chelsea, he had made over 300 League appearances and had European Cup Winners Cup 
(scoring against Real Madrid in the replayed final) and FA Cup (1970) medals in his collection. The 





English-born son of Irish parents, the opportunity to represent the country of his parents arose when 
Irish selectors visited Craven Cottage to watch Jimmy Conway and heard of Dempseys credentials. 
Since quitting the English League he had a three year stint in America and more recently had player- 
managed non-League Maidenhead. 

His first team announcement was the capture of the 21-year old coloured striker, Ben Laryea, who 
had been with him at Maidenhead, and half a dozen friendly games introduced him to his squad. 

The new season opened with the revived Dublin City Cup, and Shamrock Rovers’ first dividend (a 
small one) on the McLaughlin investment had arrived in the first week of September after a penalty 
shoot out. More was to come and by season’s end the dividend had grown to the first League Pennant 
for Milltown in twenty years. But for a shock defeat in the FAI Cup Final by UCD in a replay, the 
rewards would have grown to the Double. 

The Home Farm second round tie went to penalty 
shoot out and in the sudden death phase, Gerry Scully’s 
conversion sent Dundalk to the final, where Rovers 
prevailed in another penalty decider. This was Dundalk’s 
last match in this competition, almost 48 years after its first 
City Cup game, back in March 1935 against Dolphins. 

Paul McLaughlin’s goal against Home Farm was the club’s last City Cup score. The Dundalk team in 
the DCC final was: Blackmore, Lawlor, McConville, Dempsey, Padraig O’Connor, Kieran Maher, Paul 
McLaughlin, Gerry Scully, Fairclough, Laryea, and Tommy Gaynor. 

Bank Rovers, as holders of the Polikoff Cup, qualified for the Leinster Senior Cup and after 
disposing of Longford Town, were drawn against Dundalk in the next round when it took two goals 
from Ben Laryea to get the better of the juniors on an historic night. Under the management of John 
Murphy, Bank lined out: Brian Keating, Martin McGee, Brendan Kelly, Tommy Treanor, Tommy 
Parkin, Ciaran Wiseman, Tony Ryan (Gus Hearty), Bernie Savage, Dessie Gorman (Sean Murphy), 
John Morris and Tom McNulty. 

The League opened with two wins, over Galway and Sligo, both in financial difficulties (by 
December Galway were seeking wage cuts in order to survive). The next seven weeks, without a win, 
began to show the weaknesses in the panel, and before a two-week Christmas break, frustrations began 
to show. A 1-1 draw with Home Farm saw Kieron Maher red-carded and the manager, John Dempsey, 
following him from the dugout for verbal abuse of the officials, for which he got a two-match suspen¬ 
sion. This was not Dempsey’s first altercation with referees, nor was Maher’s sending-off the first player 
brush with the authorities. Continuing bad results in the New Year resulted in the shock announce¬ 
ment from the Board in late January that John Dempsey had been suspended and Youth manager. 
Tommy Connolly, had been appointed to take charge. Days later, the decision was rescinded, but 
Board-manager relationships had been damaged and by the middle of March, Dempsey was gone, with 
the announcement that his two-year contract was terminated by ‘mutual agreement’ and a reputed 
£10,000 compensation fee. But not everyone was happy and the Supporters’ Club felt sufficiently 
aggrieved at the way Dempsey had been treated that they passed a vote of no confidence in the Board. 

The Cup rehearsal against Shelbourne, with only two losses in sixteen matches, was a shock and not 
only to the visitors. 3-1 down and a half an hour remaining, the Oriel faithful were reconciled to the 
home team’s seventh consecutive game without a win. Even a second Ben Laryea goal didn’t cause 
much stir but after the introduction of Paul Cunningham and Barry Murphy, a rejuvenated home team 
proceeded to tear Shels apart and emerge with a 5-3 win—thanks to four goals in the last 30 minutes. 

But even the importation of proven English striker. Bob Hatton, made no difference a week later at 
Harold’s Cross, where John Delamere’s second half goal and a tame visitor performance meant an early 
Cup exit. 
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City Cup 



1983-84 

Bohemians 

H 3 - 

2 

2 Laryea, Fairclough 

Home Farm 

H* 1 - 

1 

Paul McLaughlin 

Shamrock R 

Nx 0 - 

0 


* on penalties 


X Lost on penalties 





On the following Sunday, Dundalk travelled to Milltown and got involved in an extraordinary 
match. After 35 seconds, Laryea gave Dundalk the lead and in the 35th minute Martin Lawlor was 
dismissed for a second bookable offence. In the second half, Kieron Maher got his marching orders and 
then Paul McLaughlin was sent off for reasons only known to the referee. The half dozen Dundalk 
directors left the grounds in protest and disgust at the referee, but the eight-man Dundalk fought 
bravely on, only relenting to a Noel King equaliser, in the 85th minute. The press headlines on the 
following morning read: “Shamrock Rovers 1, Dundalk 1, Referee 3”. The upshot of the subsequent 
investigation into the affair was that the Cork referee, Kevin O’Sullivan, was removed from the League 
panel for the remainder of the season. 

Tommy Connolly took charge for the last four games, defeating Drogheda 3-0 on his debut and 
claiming a hat trick of victories in his first three, to close the season with a top half finish—just. After 
the eight years feasting, the let down had been very sudden and empty spaces began to show at Oriel— 
less than 300 attended the final match. 

This year there was no European income and domestic gate receipts took another nosedive (down 
to £22,000 from the previous £32,000 and £46,000 in both ’81 and ’82) and by the time provision was 
made for John Dempsey’s £10,000 departure cheque, the club reported a season loss of £28,000. The 
liabilities showed Directors’ Loans of £4,000, incurred when eight directors stumped up £500 each 
during the year. 

Tommy Connolly was continuing to stuff the cupboard with trophies after his youth squad took 
home the Younger, Davey and Leinster Youth’s Cups, and came second in the under-19 Youth League. 

In spite of the emerging financial difficulties and before Mickey Fox had time to even think of his 
summer renovation of the park, Tommy was busy preparing for the next season and had nailed down 
Jonathon Speak, just voted Northern Ireland Young Player of the Year, and most importantly, Martin 
Murray. Secured from Drogheda for a fee reported as £4,500, this would turn out to be the ‘snip of the 
century’. Amongst those who departed were Mick Fairclough, Hilary Carlyle, Derek O’Brien, Tommy 
Gaynor and Player of the Year Ben Laryea. 

• After nine years as Chairman, Oliver Quinn had made way for Stephen Burns. At Stephen’s 
first ACM in the chair, in the summer of 1984, there was keen competition for the three 
Board places and it took over an hour before the result was declared, with two outgoing 
members, Jim Malone and Enda McGuill, being elected along with newcomer Fergus 
McArdle. 

• After a trial match held locally, two locals were selected to join the Irish Under-15 squad, 
Stephen Cousins (Norton Villa) and Stephen Staunton (St Dominic’s). 

• In February, Barry Kehoe and Martin Lawlor were on the League of Ireland team, managed 
by Jim McLaughlin, which drew 0-0 with the Italian League in Padua. 

• During the two-week Christmas break from the League, the re-introduced Shield competi¬ 
tion was run off. This was the last time this Competition would be played and Dundalk’s 
last, and 473rd Shield game was played at Oriel Park on December 28th against Drogheda, 
who won 3-1. Dundalk’s last Shield line up was: Eamon Byrne, Dessie Todd, Joe Reynolds, 
Tommy McConville, Packie O’Connor, Barry Kehoe, Paul McLaughlin, Gerry Scully, Mick 
Fairclough, Barry Murphy, and David Kelly. At half time, Colm McConville and Paul 
Cunningham replaced Todd and Fairclough. After five minutes Barry Murphy opened the 
scoring for Dundalk, finishing a cross from Joe Reynolds, which was cancelled out within a 
minute by Martin Murray. 

• Barry Murphy had the honour of scoring Dundalk’s last Shield goal, although Colm 
McConville might contest this claim—Drogheda’s last goal came from an OG. ‘scored’ by 
Colm! 
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L 

LC 

AO 

Laryea. Ben 

17; 

13 


4 

Maher. Kieron 

6 

5 


1 

Gaynor Tommy 

4 

4 



Wright, Mick 

4 

4 



Fairclough, Mick 

4 

3 


1 

Kehoe, Barry 

3 ; 

3 



McLaughlin, Paul 

2; 

1 


; 1 

Lawlor, Martin 

2 

2 



Carlyle, Hillary 

1; 

1 



Cunningham, Paul 

1; 

1 : 



o.g- 

1 1 1 

1 



Lundy, Paddy 

1; 


1 


McConville, Tom 

1 ; 


1 


Murphy Barry 

1 ■ 



1 
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48 
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13 

3 

7 
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League Total 
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9 

9 

8; 
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31 
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FAI Cup 

1 

0 

0 

L 

Oi 

1 
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3 

1 

1 

1 ; 

2; 

4 : 
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Leinster Cup ; 

2 

1 

0 

L 

3; 

4 

2ndR 

Shield 

1 

0 

0 

L 

1; 

3 

IstR 

City Cup 

3 

2 

0 

1 

4 

3 

RU 

Total 

36 

13 

10 

13 

48 46 



- 1984-85 - 

Big changes were afoot in the League. The cold hand of relegation was about to stalk the land and 
gone would be the cosy days of re-election. The men would be sorted from the boys. 

Cork City and Longford Town were admitted, extending the League to sixteen clubs, and for the 
following season a new Premier Division would be formed, consisting of the leading 12 clubs at the end 
of the 1984-85 season. The bottom four clubs would join six new ones in a 10-team First Division. 
Thereafter, the bottom two in the Premier would swap places with the leading two in the lower 
division. 

The last year of the old scheme had a lot of teams sweating and when the dust had settled, a glance 
at the table showed how close it became. Eight teams were clustered between 29 and 26 points—the 
unlucky ones were Longford (10), Finn Harps (19), Drogheda United (24) and Sligo Rovers (26). The 
escapees were Shels (26), St Pats (27), Home Farm (27), Cork City (28), Dundalk (28), and Waterford 
and Galway (both 29). 

Shels survived on goal average this time (thanks only to Sligo dropping a last day point in 
Drogheda after coming back from a 3-0 half-time deficit and sinking Drogheda’s hopes), but there 
would be no escape for them in twelve months time. 

Tommy Connolly had picked up where he had left off and an opening 11-match unbeaten run gave 
him just a single loss in his first fourteen matches in charge. The run had included qualification for the 
quarter final stage of the League Cup in a group with Pats, Drogheda and Bohs. Better still, it included 
ten points from the opening seven League encounters. The run ended at Milltown in early November 
with a 2-0 loss to the Champions elect. 

After a home win against Drogheda in early January, 22 points from 17 games still left Dundalk in 
a safe position, but a near calamitous finishing run, which yielded just six points from the last thirteen 
games, left a safety margin that was too close for comfort. The visit of runaway leaders. Shamrock 
Rovers, in February “was just like old times” and a £2,300 gate saw a thriller. Ben Wright’s eight- 
minute goal gave Tommy Connolly’s men the edge but McLaughlin’s team got a late equaliser from 
Jacko McDonagh to share the spoils. 

The struggling St Pats were at the Carrick Road for the first round Cup-tie and a Ben Wright goal 
was sufficient to give Tommy Connolly his first Cup success. St Mels Park was the well-publicised 
venue for the second round tie—but the FAI forgot to appoint a referee! The players and spectators had 
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to await the late arrival of a substitute referee, but the waiting was worthwhile. This was a real Cup-tie, 
with fortunes swinging widely, and all of the scoring was confined to the second half Michael 
O’Connor and then James Coll put the home support in happy mood, until a strong Dundalk revival, 
led by Tom McNulty, began to open the home defence. Ben Laryea, back from Torquay, reduced arrears 
and then McNulty took things into his own hands to tie the match. The comeback seemed complete 
when Dundalk were awarded a penalty, but Mick Wright’s miss off the upright would ultimately prove 
fatal. 

In the Oriel replay, a first quarter goal by Denis Clarke stunned the largest attendance of the season 
and finished the scoring. Subsequently, Dundalk created insufficient opportunities to unsettle an 
unyielding Athlone defence. 

It was back to the League and three points in the next two games, including a lucky two against the 
already-doomed Longford, secured the safety zone that kept relegation at bay. 

At the end of January Tommy Connolly had informed the Board of his intention to resign, due to 
work commitments, but agreed to stay on until new team arrangements were in place. He saw the year 
out but made clear that he would not be available for the next season. 

After six successful years, Turlough O’Connor parted company with Athlone in the middle of May 
and within weeks, he joined Dundalk on a three-year contract. If the acquisition of Jim McLaughlin 
was a stroke of great fortune, then the return of Turlough O’Connor to Oriel Park was certainly a case 
of lightning striking twice. Three times Dundalk’s leading scorer, he rewrote the Bohs scoring records 
over a seven-season spell at Phibsboro, helping to transform Bohs into one of the most powerful League 
teams of the Seventies. He made a brilliant success of his management stint at Athlone, his home town 
club, lifting two Championships, three League Cups and the Tyler All-Ireland cup—in his six years 
with the club, they had never been outside the top four in the League. The slogan written on the wall at 
the entrance to St Mels Park said it all: “Turley is Magic”. 

His knowledge of the Irish football scene was unquestioned, his management and tactical skills 
were evident in his conversion of the struggling Athlone club to a major player—he had only one 
competitor, Jim McLaughlin. 

There were other stirrings in the land and the balance of power in the League of Ireland was 
beginning to take a significant shift, spearheaded by Jim McLaughlin at Shamrock Rovers. The next 
twenty years would see a radical change, and the McLaughlin—O’Connor duo would have central roles 
to play. Furthermore, to an increasing extent, the football pages would be dominated by financial as 
much as football matters. 

• Des Casey was elected President of the FAI. 

• Glasgow Celtic visited in July with a star-studded line up, including Packy Bonner, Danny 
McGrain, Danny Provan, Willie McStey, Tommy Burns, Tom McAdam, Alan McNally and 
Brian McClair. 

• In September 1984 Denis McArdle became the first local referee to take charge of a League 
of Ireland game since Joe Ralph had hung up his whistle when he was appointed to the 
Home Farm v. Shelbourne fixture. 

• Thanks to the involvement of Frank and Dominic Keating, the club signed a lucrative 3- 
year team sponsorship deal with Symingtons under the Eros Sportswear logo. 

• In October, Barry Kehoe, Tom McConville and Martin Lawlor were on the LOI team 
defeated 4-0 in Belfast by the Irish League team. 

• Billy Wright (ex Burnley and Cyprus), scored on his debut in November, and Jonathon 
Speak returned to Ballymena. 
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• For the last home match of the year against Finn Harps there were starts for Dessie 
Gorman, Paul Watters and Eddie Lynch. Dessie scored his first club goal inside three 
minutes, but Harps responded with a Con McLaughlin hat trick. 

• The nine-year reign of Oliver Quinn as club chairman had given way to Stephen Burns for 
a couple of seasons. At the summer ‘85 AGM, Enda McGuill took the hot seat, and he 
would lead the club into the beginning of a new era. Losses for the year were reported at 
£15,000, in spite of substantial receipts from Symingtons £4,000, Supporters’ Club £6,000, 
and a group under the Chairmanship of Gerry Goodman, Friends of Dundalk, who raised 
£12,500. Stephen Burns, Uwe Allbrecht, Owen Treacy and Gerry Maguire were re-elected 
to the Board and the nominees of the Supporters’ Club were Kay McErlean and Jackie 
Henry. 

• 1 here was a shock when Turlough signed Alan O’Neill and before the new season had 
started Ritchie Blackmore, after eleven seasons, had departed for Galway. 


Richie Blackmore 

II SEASONS 1974-75 TO 1984-85 
Debut September 1st 1974: League Cup v. Drogheda Utd. 


League Goalkeeping 

Appearances 


Record 

League 

292 

During his League career 

^ FAI Cup 

34 

with Dundalk, Richie kept a 

League Cup 

32 

clean sheet in 39% of his 

European comp 

18 

games and conceded only 1 

All others 

31 

goal in another 32% 

Total 

407 


Honours 

3 League Championships. 3 FAI Cups, 2 League Cups. 2 
Leinster Cups. 3 Presidents Cups 
Career highlights 

During the 1979-80 season, he conceded only 21 goals in 30 
League games. In that season, only Glasgow Celtic put 3 
past him in a game. 

He made more appearances (330) than any other player 
under Jim McLaughlin at Dundalk. 
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4 
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13 

12 
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L 
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LC 
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Cleary, John 

13 

8 


4 

^ 1 

Wright, Billy 

9 

8 

1 



Maher, Kieron 

; 6 

5 



: 1 

McNulty Tom 

3 

2 

1 i 



Kehoe, Barry 
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2 


1 


Speake, Jonathan 

3 

2 



1 

Wright, Mick 

3 

2 



1 

Laryea, Ben 

; 2 

1 

1 ; 



Gorman, Dessie 

; 1 

1 




Lawlor, Martin 

1 

1 




McLaughlin, Paul 

1 

1 




Murray, Martin 

: 1 

1 




Total 

46 

34 

3 

5 
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Another Messiah 




- 1985-86- 

The post-McLaughlin team re-building had been continued during Tommy Connollys term of 
office, with the additions of Tom McNulty, Martin Murray and Dessie Gorman. Turlough O’Connor 
added a number of his ex-Athlone charges, Roddy Collins (who had spent the previous year with 
Drogheda), Joey Malone, Harry McCue and Larry Murray, as well as Mick Shelley and Dave Connell 
from Bohs. O’Connor’s first team sheet, in a 3-2 loss to Bohs in the Leinster Cup read—O’Neill, 
Connell, McConville, Malone, Lawlor, Cunningham, M Murray, Kehoe, L Murray, Joyce and Collins. 
Derek Carroll came on as a substitute. 

An unbeaten League Cup campaign added to the home gates, 
and they got even bigger during a promising League start. 

December was unproductive, but after an unlucky 1-0 loss, away to 
Shamrock Rovers on Dec 15th, there were no further losses until a 
visit to Pats in late March. With three games remaining, a late goal 
from Tom McNulty earned a precious 1-0 win and forced 
Champions-elect Shamrock Rovers to put the champagne on ice. Then a 3-1 win over UCD left 
Dundalk equal on points with Galway. The runner-up spot and the coveted UEFA qualification hinged 
on a last day visit to St Mels Park. It was not to be, and a scoreless draw with Athlone left Galway with 
a single point to spare. 

The Cup draw had brought Turlough O’Connor back to 
St Mels for the first time since his departure and, although 
Terry Eviston proved a handful for the Dundalk rearguard in 
the early stages, Mick Shelley from a free kick, and a delightful 
second half strike from Dessie Gorman saw the visitors 
through. An easy 4-0 win over TEK in the next round pitted 
Dundalk against old Cup foes, Waterford at Kilcohan Park. 

But a 2-0 half time lead for the home side proved too big of a 
handicap, although another Mick Shelley special made for a 
nervous finish for home fans. 

In the middle of January, Turlough had piloted Dundalk 
to his first final, where Galway lifted the League Cup and 
Richie Blackmore added another honour to his rich collection of medals. 

Turlough’s first term report was good—a near UEFA place and a set of runner up medals—with 
plenty of room for improvement. 

Meanwhile another phenomenon had arrived on the League scene—Derry City were on the march. 
Fourth in the First Division at their first attempt, they had appointed Jim McLaughlin, after his 
outstanding two years at Milltown, as General Manager for the 1986-87 season with Noel King as 
coach. 

• Dessie Gorman’s four goals in three starts attracted the attention of Ian Greaves, manager of 
Mansfield Town. But it was Roddy Collins who ended up at the Third Division club, when 
he was transferred in December. After two seasons there, he spent a further year with 
Newport County, before returning to Bohemians. 

• Paddy Joyce was on-song in the November League clash at Kilcohan Park, hitting a hat trick 
in a twelve-minute spell, in a 5-2 win. 

• There were two goals each from Stephen Staunton and Turlough O’Connor when the 
Reserve team defeated Belgrove 6-3 in November. 


League Cup 



1985-86 
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H 
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W 
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15 
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4 
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17 

33 
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7 

3 

42 
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31 
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16 
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• Alan O’Neill was on the Irish panel (with Gerry Peyton and Packie Bonner) for Jack 
Charlton’s first game in charge, in a Lansdowne Road friendly against Wales. 

• Dessie Gorman was on the final short list for the PFAI Young Player of the Year Award, 
which went to Liam O’Brien (Shamrock Rovers). Dessie guested for Arsenal in games 
against Shamrock Rovers and Waterford and also spent a period with Liverpool. 

• Dundalk Youths team, managed by Gerry Morgan and Paddy Carroll, lost by 3-1 to St 
Malachys (Dublin) in the final of the FAI Youths Cup with the following line up—Martin 
Connolly, Anthony Mackin, John Smith, Ciaran Tobin, Kenneth Kearns, Paul Kieran, Sean 
Byrne, Anthony Todd, Stephen Staunton, Stephen Cousins (Richie Watters) and Robbie 
McCrave. In the semi-final replay, played at Finn Park, Ballybofey, it took an extra time 
goal from Stephen Staunton to earn a final day spot. After 
a couple of weeks spent in Liverpool in the company of 
John Smith, Stephen Staunton was signed by Liverpool. 

• There was a profit of £8,700 on the year’s activity, by 
comparison to a loss of £15,000 in the previous year. 

£23,000 raised in the ‘Lord Mayor’ contest was the 
highlight of the year’s fund raising. 

• Re-elected to the Board were: J Henry, J Reilly, O Quinn, J 
Larkin and E Hiney. Enda McGuill was confirmed as 
Chairman for the 86-87 season and Eamonn Hiney 
replaced Stephen Burns as PRO. 

• Over twenty years after he had made his debut in the 
1964-65 season. Tommy McConville bowed out and for 
the following season was appointed player-manager of Finn 
Harps. 



Tommy McConville 

18 SEASONS WITH DuNDALK 

1964-65 TO 65-66, 1967-68 TO 71-2 & T975-76 TO 85-86 
Appearances Honours (with Dundalk) 


Club Seasons 

Total 

League 

Euro Others 

League - 3 wins, 2 runners-up 

Dundalk 

18 

579 

385 

19 

175 

FAI Cup-3 wins 

Waterford 

1 + 

48 

27 

4 

17 

League Cup - 2 wins, 2 runners-up 

Shamrock Rovers (a) 

1 + 

53 

39 


14 

Leinster Cup - 3 wins, 1 runner-up 

Finn Harps 

1 

22 

15 


7 

President’s Cup - 3 wins, 3 runners-up 

LOI Total 

22 

702 

466 

23 

213 

Shield-\wn 

Bangor (b) 

1 

7 




City Cup - 2 wins, 2 runners-up 

North American SL (c) 

3 

58 




Summary- 17 wins and 10 runners-up 

American SL (d) 

1 

20 





International Caps 


6 

He has scored 26 

Honours (with Waterford) 

LOI representative (est) 

30 

times for Dundalk, 

One win each in the League, League Cup, 

First class games total (est) 823 

including 15 League 

President’s Cup and Top Four Cup 

(a) Partly Estimated 




goals 




(b) Estimated 

(c) Washington Diplomats 1974-76 

(d) New York Apollos 1977 
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22 

12; 

6^ 

4 

35 ; 

16 : 

3rd 

FAI Cup 

3 

2 

0 

1 

7 : 

2 

QF 

League Cup 

9 

5: 

3 

L 

15; 

11 ; 

RU 

Leinster Cup 

1 

o; 

0 

1 

2 

3; 

IstR 

Total 

35 

19 

9 

7 

59 32 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC LSC 

Gorman, Dessie 

11 

8 

1 

2 

Kehoe, Barry 

7 

2 ; 


4; 1 

Joyce, Paddy 

6 

5; 

1 


McNulty, Tom 

6 

4 

1 

1; 

Malone, Joey 

5 

5 



Collins, Roddy 

5 

2 


2 1 

Shelley Mick 

4 

2 

2 


o.g. 

4 

4 



Murray, Larry 

4 

1 


3; 

Murray. Martin 

2 

2; 



Cunningham. Denis 

1 


1 


McCue, Harry 

1 


1 


Carroll, Derek 

1 



1 : 

Connell. Dave 

2 



2 

Total 

59 

35 

7 

15 2 


1986-87 


The ex-Athlone colony at Oriel Park got bigger with the 
arrival of Terry Eviston and Larry Wyse. The early season 
League Cup was a cakewalk, and Dundalk were runaway 
section winners, scoring 14 goals in the 6-match section. Wins 
in the knockout stage over Pats and Athlone earned a Jan 1st 
final against Shamrock Rovers, now in the hands of Dermot 
Keely after Jim McLaughlin’s departure to Derry City as 
general manager. A Martin Murray penalty gave Turlough his 
first Dundalk trophy and the club’s first since McLaughlin had 
left. 

The League was a stroll for Rovers, whose single League 
loss meant that the race was over long before the closing 
matches. But there was no disguising a magnificent closing 
run from Dundalk, starting in the New Year, which yielded 18 
points from a possible 20, taking second spot and guaranteeing a 
Euro place for the following year. 

Jan 11 th was a red-letter day for Dessie Gorman, when he found 
the net four times at the Sligo Showgrounds in an 8-1 rout, 
becoming the ninth Dundalk player to score four goals in a League 
game. His first came after two minutes and the last one came just 


League Cup 



1986-87 

*EMFA 

A 

4 - 1 

ShelleyM Murray, 

Malone, McNulty 

*Drogheda 

H 

0-0 


*Cork City 

H 

4-0 

M Murray, Kehoe. 

Wyse, McNulty 

*Cork City 

A 

1 -0 

Malone 

*EMFA 

H 

4 -0 

M Murray. Kehoe. 

Wyse. og 

*Drogheda 

A 

1 -0 

Kehoe 

St. Patrick's 

A 

0-0 

Won on pens. 

Athlone T 

H 

1 -0 

Joyce 

Shamrock R. N 
*=Section Games 

1 -0 

Murray (pen) 


League 86-7 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Shamrock R 

18 

3 

1 

51 

16 

39 

Dundalk 

12 

6 

4 

40 

21 

30 

Bohemians 

11 

7 

4 

32 

23 

29 

Waterford U 

12 

4 

6 

42 

24 

28 


before the final whistle. The unbeaten run also included a 2-0 win over the Hoops, their only League 
loss in the season. A last match loss to Galway didn’t affect the final second spot, an Irish mile behind 
Rovers. At this stage, Turlough, his team and the supporters, had other things on their mind. 

When the unbeaten League run was in its early stages, Drogheda were Cup visitors to Oriel. In a 
typical local Derby, the issue was in doubt for almost the whole game, and time was nearly up when 
Larry Wyse added to Harry McCue’s tenth minute lead. Swilly Rovers were no match for the Senior 
side and Dessie Gorman’s pair, added to another Larry Wyse goal, gave the home team an easy 3-0 
second round win. 

























Munster League club, Rockmount, had advanced to the Cup 
quarterfinal after wins over Mervue from Galway, and First Division 
Monaghan. On the biggest day in Rockmount’s history, the Turners 
Cross attendance saw a robust affair, in which Dundalk’s Paddy Joyce 
and Gino Lawless joined Martin Sheehan for an early bath. Rockmount 
lost no cast in defeat and it took some stern defending for Dundalk to 
emerge 2-0 winners. 

Bohs were an entirely different proposition—Dundalk had just 
pipped them to the second League spot by a single point. And there was 
the question of the recent record between the two clubs. The last time 
Oriel Park patrons had seen a League victory over Bohs was way back in 
September 1979. At Dalymount it was even worse—since the Fox era, 
back in December 1967, Dundalk had left Phibsboro with a League 
victory on only one occasion, and even that was as far back as February 



1977. 


Harry McCue 


The two-leg semi-final started in Oriel Park. Umpteen missed 
chances, including a penalty failure by Martin Murray, reinforced the view that the Bohs ‘Indian sign’ 
was alive and well. An own goal by Derek O’Brien, shortly before the turnaround, seemed set to break 
the spell, but Johnny Jameson and Derek Swan had other things in mind and the 2-1 deficit, to be 
carried to the away leg, seemed like a mountain, recalling the Democrat’s description of Dalymount in 
the 1930s as “the graveyard of our hopes and dreams”. 

But this team had no concern for tradition and Larry Wyse struck 
the decisive blow after half an hour. A backs-to-the-wall second period 
was good enough to leave it all square, to end the Dalymount drought 
and to bring the tie to an Oriel Park replay. This time there was no 
mistake, although Terry Eviston’s early goal was followed by his 
dismissal for retaliation. Joey Malone punished Bohs with two penalty 
conversions and long before the end the victory chants were ringing 
around the Garrick Road. 

Dundalk had seven Cup wins since 1942 and no final day defeat in 
that period, but Shamrock Rovers had more recent and more impres¬ 
sive credentials, and victory for them would deliver the third successive 
League-Cup double. The Hoops camp was in turmoil, following the 
announcement that Glenmalure Park was to be sold for development. The second leg in their triple¬ 
header semi-final against Sligo was to be the last time Rovers would tog out at Milltown—their home 
for over 60 years. In the interval between the semi-final and the final, the story dominated the 
headlines—but in spite of protests, demonstrations and considerable efforts by many Rover’s support¬ 
ers, the decision proved to be final and the developer’s bulldozers would eventually erase another piece 
of sanctified turf The building of houses on one of the 
finest playing surfaces in Europe was a tragedy, specifically 
for Rovers supporters but also for Irish football—Milltown 
was a central part of the Irish football heritage. Future trips 
to play Rovers wouldn’t be the same—and won’t be, until 
they have acquired a home of their own. 

In the April 26th Cup Final, Dundalk failed to rise to 
the occasion and it was not against the run of play when 
Rovers took the lead ten minutes before half time. Joey 



Larry Wise 


FAI CUP 



1986-87 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

McCue, Wyse 

Swilly Rovers 

H 

3-0 

2 Gorman, Wyse 

Rockmount 

A 

2-0 

Murray, Wyse 

Bohs (1st Leg) 

H 

1-2 


Bohs (2nd leg) 

A 

1-0 

Wyse 

Bohs (replay) 

H 

3-0 

Malone (2 pens), 

Eviston 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-3 
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Malone upended Barry Murphy in the box and Harry Kenny converted from the spot. Rovers were in 
full control and late goals from Noel Larkin and Mick Byrne completed the rout, delivering the Cup 
and League double to manager Dermot Keely. 

Dundalk’s reward was an entry to the European Cup Winners Cup, while Bohs took the UEFA 

slot. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC 

AO 

Murray, Martin 

; 13 : 

7 

1 

4 

1 

Gorman. Dessie 

: 12; 

10 

2 



Wyse, Larry 

; 11 ; 

3 

4 

2 

2 

Kehoe, Barry 

^ 7 

3 : 


3 

: 1 

Joyce, Paddy 

^ 6 

5 i 


1 


Malone, Joey 

6 

1 ; 

2 

2 

1 

Duff, Ciaran 

1 ; 




: 1 

Eviston. Terry 

; 6 ^ 

5 

1 



McNulty, Tom 

: 5 

3 


2 


Lawlor, Martin 

2 ; 

2 




O'Toole, Alan 

1 

1 




Lawless, Gino 

1 


1 ; 



McCue, Harry 

! 1 


1 ; 



o.g. 

i 1 : 



1 


Shelley, Mick 

; 1 : 



1 


Total 

74 

40 

12 

16 
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0 
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League Home 

11 

7 

2 

2 

18 

6 


League Away 

11 

5 

4 

2 

22 

15 : 


League Total ; 

22 

12 ; 

6 : 

4; 

40 21 ; 

RU 

FAI Cup 

7 

5 ; 

0 

2\ 

12 

5 ; 

RU 

League Cup 

9 

7 

2 

0 ; 

16 

1 ; 
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Leinster Cup : 

2 

L 

o; 

i; 

4 

1 ; 

IstR 

Pres Cud 

1 

0 

0 ^ 

i; 

2 

3 

RU 

Total 

41 

25 

8 

8 

74 

31 



- 1987-88 - 

What a season! With Jim McLaughlin at its head, Derry City’s ‘Candy Stripe’ Army was marching 
on the Premier Division, having cut a swathe through St Colman’s Park, Buckley Park, Abbeycarton, 
Belgium Park and the Demesne in Newcastle. It was time to take on the big boys. 

Turlough O’Connor was completing his jigsaw with the arrival of John Cleary (back after a two- 
year spell with St Pats), Paul Newe (from Drogheda) and later, Michael O’Connor. A half a dozen 
games, in the Leinster Cup and the League Cup, blew off the cobwebs in time for the real season—the 
League (for the first time to be run on a 33-match schedule) and the European Cup Winners Cup tie 
against Dutch hotshots, Ajax Amsterdam, managed by Johann Cruyff. 

September I6thy Cup Winners Cup, Away, Ajax Amsterdam, 

O’Neill, Lawless, Shelly, Murray, McCue, Malone, Wyse, Kehoe, Eviston (Gorman 73 min.), 
Cleary and Newe. Dundalk got very little opportunity to threaten the Ajax goals and were under 
constant pressure through the opening 45 minutes. A stout well-marshalled defence and a midfield that 
harried the Dutchmen kept the game scoreless, and the home fans displayed their displeasure at the 
break, slow-handclapping their team from the field. The first Ajax score came in the 65th minute—a 
deflected shot from Frank Rijkaard deceiving Alan O’Neill. Danny Blind, Aaron Winter and Frank 
Stapleton completed the scoring to give Ajax a 4-0 lead for the second tie. 

September 30th 1987, 2nd leg. Oriel, 

Gorman started in place of Eviston. In the second period Eviston substituted Gorman. 

To contain the Dutch to 2-0 at home, one an o.g. by Paul Newe and the second in the 87th 
minute, was quite an achievement for part-timers, playing mid-week matches jammed into the opening 
League schedule. Harry McCue was mightily pleased with his efforts, keeping Frank Stapleton quiet in 
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the Oriel tie. The bad news was the poor attendance, which at 4,500 (£17,000), was much less than 
expected to see one of Europe’s finest teams. 

An opening six-match unbeaten League run gathered ten points and featured a magnificent goal-of- 
the-season by Dessie Gorman in Sligo. This was followed by two losses over the October Bank holiday 
weekend to Galway (the early season pace-setters) and St Pats. The seasons foundations were set over the 
next 7-match winning stretch, which ended when Bohs got a late winner, after Dundalk recovered from 
a two-goal deficit. A good Christmas—Eviston saw off Sligo, a great hat-trick in Waterford from 
Gorman and a late equaliser from Shamrock Rovers on Jan 3rd. The Brandywell was an embarrassment, 
and only Alan O’Neill’s brilliance limited the damage to 3-0. Barry Kehoe was the 2-goal saviour against 
St Pats. Things were looking good at the end of February and then the wheels started to come off. A 
crucial loss to Bohs, and just three draws in the next five games, opened the door for the chasing pack. 

After the March 20th 2-0 loss away to Galway it was anyone’s title, with Dundalk, Pats and Bohs 
all locked together and Rovers not out of contention. While Dundalk 
and Pats were taking time out for the Cup quarterfinals, Bohs dropped a 
point to Shels. 

The run-in started against Rovers at Tolka and John Cleary’s penalty 
knocked the Hoops out of the race. Twenty-four hours earlier, Pats had 
dropped a home point to the relegation-doomed Bray. Two days later, 
on Easter Monday, Dundalk’s League prospects were shattered (appar¬ 
ently) in Oriel Park, when Derry went into a 2-0 lead with thirteen 
minutes remaining and the departing Dundalk fans jammed the exits. 

What followed has become a piece of club history and eleven heroes 
were elevated to the level of legends. (77 minutes)—Lawless gets first to 
an Eviston corner, (83 mins.) the equaliser comes from Kehoe who is 
first to a Murray cross, and (90 mins)—Gorman steals a back pass and 
the three points and Oriel Park goes bonkers. 

In its 50+ years, it is safe to say that Oriel Park had never ever seen 
such a combination of joy and disbelief that greeted the final whistle. 

Was it all a dream? Did it really happen? It did, and after that there was no stopping Dundalk. An easy 
5-1 win over Bray set up a last day classic for the title against Pats at Oriel Park. Bohs had finished their 
programme with 45 points, the same as Dundalk, and Pats were on 44. 

The absence of the injured Barr)^ Kehoe, and with Brian Kerr’s young side taking an early lead from a 
penalty, made for a nervous last day encounter in a jam-packed Oriel. Pats were inspired by great perfor¬ 
mances from Curtis Fleming and Pat Fenlon and it took a mighty effort to keep the home side in the 
game. They were rewarded with an equaliser from Dessie Gorman before half time, when he out-jumped 
the defenders to reach John Cleary’s floated cross. The second half was 
not for the fainthearted and the referee’s final whistle was greeted with 
as much relief as joy. Minutes later Joey Malone lifted the club’s 
seventh League trophy to a rapturous Oriel faithful, with just one 
point to spare. 

The eight-match Cup campaign was a real battle. The Sligo 
Showgrounds was a sea of mud and Michael O’Connor saved the day with a 78th minute equaliser. 
Sligo went 2-0 up in the first twenty minutes in the replay before Paul Newe took over and ripped the 
Westerners apart, scoring one and helping Terry Eviston to a pair. 

Paul also finished off Bray, earning another man of the match award. In the next round he was sent 
off against Cork at Oriel Park, but Dundalk held out, in a bad tempered game, to go to Turners Cross 
for the mid-week replay. Alan O’Neill was in brilliant form and Terry Eviston set up Manin Murray for 



Martin Murrav 
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Dundalk 

19 

8 

6 

54 

32 

46 

St Patrick's A 
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52 
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45 
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17 
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45 
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the winner. A week after the heart-stopper against Derry, Dessie Gorman secured a precious one goal 
advantage in the two-leg semi-final against St. Patricks Athletic, who crumpled in the second leg 
against a superb Dundalk display, with Kehoe, Gorman and Murray doing the finishing for a compre¬ 
hensive 4-0 aggregate win. 

Sunday, May 1st, Dalymount Park, FAI Cup Final v, Derry City, 

Dundalk 1 (Cleary pen.) Derry City 0. 

Alan O’Neill, Gino Lawless, John Cleary, Harry McCue, Joey Malone (capt.), Martin Lawlor, Larry 
Wyse, (Michael O’Connor), Martin Murray, Barry Kehoe, Terry Eviston, Dessie Gorman. 

Under Jim McLaughlin, Derry were the ‘peoples’ favourites. This was a real League of Nations team 
with a half a dozen countries represented in the line out. Their fans had turned every League ground in 
the land into a ‘red and white’ carnival day when they came visiting, and they made this the most 
colourful final in years. But they were incensed, and then silenced, when John Cleary converted a 
dubious penalty award, given after a tangle between Larry Wyse and a Derry defender, and the Cup and 
League Double was Dundalk bound. 

The game itself was a drab affair and an anti climax after the excitement of the League, but not 
since Louth won the 1957 All-Ireland final were there scenes like the homecoming. It took two hours 
for the team bus to inch its way from Hill St. to Bridge St. as young and old celebrated joyously, helped 
by a large contingent of returning Derry fans. 

This team was another contender for the best ever Dundalk squad and certainly at Oriel Park, they 
were (almost) unbeatable. For two years, between late October 1987 and September 1999, only one 
League loss would be recorded at the Garrick Road in a 30-match sequence and there would be just 
two losses in 45 domestic games. 

In a memorable and incident packed season, the lasting memory is of those extraordinary final 
thirteen minutes at Oriel Park on Easter Monday and the sight of Dundalk fans, men, women and 
children, dancing in ecstatic and unbelieving celebration at the comeback to end all comebacks. 

• Terry Eviston won the Soccer Writers Personality of the Year Award, following in the 
footsteps of Jim McLaughlin (1979) and Tom McConville (1982). Terry had played in 
three previous Cup finals before receiving a winner’s medal—1983 (Bohs), 1984 (Rovers) 
and 1987 (Dundalk). He picked up the Player of the Month Award for March, while Dessie 
Gorman got the April Award. 

• Utility man par excellence Mick Shelly, finally got his hands 
on a Winners medal—with Bohs he had three League and 
three FAI Cup runner-up medals, and through injury had 
missed out on Dundalk’s League Cup win in the previous 
season. 

• Manager, Turlough O’Connor. Trainer, Paddy Smith. B 
Team Manager Tommy Connolly (who added further silver¬ 
ware when the reserves won the Blackthorn Trophy.) 

• Chairman: Eamonn Hiney. V.C. and FAI Rep: Jim Malone. 

Sec.: Elizabeth Duffy. Treasurer: Peter McCormack. PRO: 

Enda McGuill and Gerry Maguire. LOI Rep: Jim Reilly. 

Reserve Division Rep: Paul Keane and Jackie Henry. Board 
Members: Fergus McArdle, Oliver Quinn, Ted Kieran, Joe 
Larkin, Oliver Treacy, Uwe Albreacht, Kay McErlean, 

Stephen Burns, Jack Murphy. 

34 ^ 

0 



Mick Shelley 







1987-88 DOUBLE WINNING SQUAD 

Back: Harry McCue, John Cleary, Terry Eviston, Alan O’Neill, Gino Lawless, Martin Murray, Paul Newe. 

Front: Michael O’Connor, Dessie Gorman, Larry Wyse, Joey Malone, Barry Kehoe, Martin Lawlor. 

Inset: Mick Shelley. 

• Enda McGuill was President of the League, a position he also filled for the following two 
years. 

• Supporters’ Club; Chairman: John Hoey (Junior). V C: Frank Keating. Sec: Carmel 
McCartney. Ass.Sec: Bill Thompson. Joint Treas: Bob Ramsey and Bridie McLoughlin. 
PRO: John Hoey (Senior). Registrar: Aiden Caughran. Committee: Jim Hoey, Seamus 
Tuite, Jack Daly, Matt Scollon, Frank Hamilton, C Hanks, Kay McErlean, F McCartney, 
Cerry McNamee (Programme Editor), John Belton, Joe Conroy, Miss V Crilly, E McArdle, 
F Hughes. 
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1987"88 - FAI Cup and League Double Winners 





League 


13-Sep-87 

Cork City 

A 

2-0 

Eviston, Gorman 

20-Sep-87 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

Gorman, Cleary 

27-Sep-87 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-0 

Eviston, Gorman 

4-0ct-87 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 


ll-Oct-87 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2 - 2 

Eviston, Gorman 

18-0ct-87 

Waterford 

H 

1-0 

Eviston 

25-0ct-87 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-1 


26-0ct-87 

St. Patrick's A 

H 

0-2 


30-Oct-87 

Shamrock R 

A 

1 - 0 

Gorman 

8-NOV-87 

Derry City 

H 

2-0 

Gorman, Kehoe 

15-NOV-87 

BrayW 

H 

2-0 

Lawless, Cleary 

22-NOV-87 

BrayW 

A 

3 - 2 

Wyse, Kehoe, Murray 

29-NOV-87 

Cork City 

H 

3 - 1 

Eviston, O'Connor, Wyse 

6-Dec-87 

Limerick 

A 

3 - 0 

O'Connor, Wyse, Newe 

13-Dec-87 

Shelbourne 

H 

3 - 1 

Cleary, Malone, O'Connor 

20-Dec-87 

Bohemians 

A 

2-3 

O'Connor, Gorman 

27-Dec-87 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

Eviston 

28-Dec-87 

Waterford 

A 

3 - 2 

3 Gorman 

3-Jan-88 

Shamrock R 

H 

1 - 1 

Gorman 

lO-Jan-88 

Derry City 

A 

0-3 


17-Jan-88 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2 - 1 

O'Connor, Wyse 

24-Jan-88 

St. Patrick's A 

A 

2-2 

2 Kehoe 

7-Feb-88 

Limerick 

H 

4-0 

2 Eviston, Murray, Wyse 

21-Feb-88 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

Murray 

28-Feb-88 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 


9-Mar-88 

Cork City 

A 

1 - 1 

Eviston 

13-Mar-88 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-0 


17-Mar-88 

Waterford 

H 

1 - 1 

Gorman 

20-Mar-88 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-2 


2-Apr-88 

Shamrock R 

A 

1 - 0 

deary 

4-Apr-88 

Derry City 

H 

3 - 2 

Lawless, Kehoe, Gorman 

13-Apr-88 

BrayW 

H 

5 - 1 

2 Eviston, Cleary, O'Connor, o.g. 

21-Apr-88 

St. Patrick's A. 

H 

1 - 1 

Gorman 


FAI Cup 


14-Feb-88 

18-Feb-88 

6 -Mar-88 

27-Mar-88 

30-Mar-88 

lO-Apr-88 

17-Apr-88 

l-May-88 


Sligo Rovers 
Sligo Rovers 
Bray Wands. 

Cork City 
Cork City 
St. Patrick's A. H 
St. Patrick's A. A 
Derry City N 


1 - 1 
3-2 
2-0 
0-0 
1 - 0 
1-0 
3-0 
1-0 


O'Connor 
2 Eviston, Newe 
Cleary, Newe 

Murray 

Gorman 

Kehoe, Gorman, Murray 
Cleary (p) 


"You aia 111 


"Ididitf' 


Top: Turlough O’Connor with John 
Cleary (Cup final goalscorer) 

Middle: Martin Lawlor with his son 
Brian 

Bottom: Tommy Connolly and 
Turlough O'Connor celebrating at 
the final whistle on Cup final day. 
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Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

17 

11 ; 

4 

2 

31 

14 


League Away 

16 

8 : 

4 

4 

23 

18 


League Total 

33 

19 : 

8 

6 

54 

32 

WIN 

FAI Cup 

8 

6 

2 

0 

12 

3 

WIN 

League Cup 

4 

2 : 

0 

2 

6 

4 

QF 

Leinster Cup 

2 

1 : 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2ndR 

Presidents Cup 

1 

0 ^ 

0 

1 

0 

0 

RU 

European CWC 

2 

0 ; 

0 

2 

0 

6 


Total 

50 

28 

10 

12 

74 

47 



Appearances 

L 

FAI 

E 

AO 

Tot 

Cleary, John 

33 

8 

2 

5(1) 

49 

Malone, Joey 

33 

8 

2 

6 

49 

O'Neill, Alan 

33 

8 

2 

5 

48 

Lawless, Gino 

33 

8 

2 

4 

47 

Eviston, Terry 

32 

8 

1(1) 

5 

47 

Murray, Martin 

31 

8 

2 

5 

46 

Gorman, Dessie 

27(4) 

6(2) 

1(1) 

1(3) 

45 

Wyse, Larry 

32 

7 

2 

3 

44 

Kehoe, Barry 

24(1) 

8 

2 

7 

42 

Lawlor, Martin 

26(1) 

6 


5 

38 

Newe, Paul 

10(9) 

3(2) 

2 

7 

33 

O'Connor, M 

23(2) 

3(3) 


1 

32 

Shelly, Mick 

17(2) 

2(1) 

2 

6 

30 

McCue, Harry 

7 

5 

2 

5 

19 

Connell, Dave 

2(2) 

4 



8 

Gannon, Jim 

(2)1 




3 

Henderson, Stephen 


2 



2 

Callan, Francie 


(2) 



2 

O'Toole, Alan 

(1) 

1 



2 

Deveraux, Tony 


1 



1 



Personality of the Year Terry Eviston. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC LSC 

Gorman, Dessie 

: 16 

; 14 

2; 


Eviston, Terry 

^ 15 

11 

2; 

2 ; 

Cleary, John 

8 

5 

2: 

1 ; 

Murray, Martin 

7 

4 

2 ; 

1 

Kehoe, Barry 

6 

5 

1 ; 


Lawlor, Martin 

1 



1 

O'Connor, M 

6 

5 

1 ; 


Wyse, Larry 

6 

5 


1; 

Newe, Paul 

4 

1 

2 ; 

1 ; 

Lawless, Gino 

2 

2 



Malone, Joey 

1 

1 



Shelley, Mick 

1 



1 ; 

o.g. 

1 

1 



Total 

74 

54 

12 

6 2 























































- 1988-89 - 

The year was dominated by McLaughlins Derry and O'Connors Dundalk, both finishing the 
season with similar domestic playing records. 

P W D L 
Derry 49 33 11 5 

Dundalk 47 29 13 5 

But it was Jim McLaughlin who won the Personality of the Year Award, for an unprecedented third 
time, after Derry took all the trophies to the Brandywell—League, FAl and League Cups—The Treble. 
Turlough had to be satisfied with the consolation prizes of two sets of runner-up medals, for the League 
and League Cup. 

Dundalk had one only domestic competition loss from 24 
home games, and that lone defeat was against Derry in the 
League Cup final in Oct (4-0). 

With only two League losses, to relegation candidates 
Cobh in December and to Derry at the Brandywell, in a key 
encounter in January, the final 51 points tally was five points 
better than the previous year’s winning total, but it was still 
two points shy of Derry’s winning total. Undefeated over the 
last ten games (eight wins and two draws), Dundalk chased 
the whole way, but there were no slip-ups by a rampant Derry 
whose last day victory over relegated Cobh Ramblers secured a 
two-point Championship margin. 

Brendanville were first round FAI Cup visitors but they 
had no answers to goals from John Cleary, Michael O’Connor 
and Martin Murray. The leading season goal scorer, Paul Newe, scored against his old club Shels in the 
second round Harold’s Cross tie, to establish a half time lead. After Shels equalised, John Cleary’s 
penalty and Paul Newe’s second goal gave Dundalk a 3-1 win, in a lively game that maintained interest 
all through. 

Cork City were struggling to avoid the League play-off spot and had already sacked two members 
of their management staff in the pre-Christmas period. But with Harp Lager Man of the Match Dave 
Barry, the GAA star, in brilliant form, they showed no evidence of their lowly League position in the 
third round Oriel tie. They drew first blood in the first half and Larry Wyse levelled matters shortly 
after the break. Mick Shelly gave the home side the lead but Cork and Barry would not be denied. 
Barry’s equaliser, with seven minutes left, went in off a defender. In the replay, Patsy Freyne swept home 
the only goal seconds before the half time whistle. A tough Cup-tie in which Cork’s spirited team 
performance and greater determination won the day. After a scoreless final against Derry, they lost in 
the replay to a single Felix Healy goal, earning entry to the European Cup Winners Cup. 

September 7th 1988, European Cup, Home, Red Star, Belgrade. 

Dundalk’s early season European Cup venture against Red Star, Belgrade, turned out to be a one¬ 
sided affair, starting with a home loss by 5-0 and the away damage was limited to 3-0. 

O’Neill, Mackey (Shelley 62min.), Cleary, Malone, Lawlor (Gannon 62 min.), Wyse, Lawless, 
Kehoe, Murray, Eviston, and Gorman. 

Oct 5th 1988 2nd leg Away. O’Neill, Mackey, Lawlor, Murray, Cleary, Malone, Wyse, Gannon, 
Eviston, Gorman (Shelley, 2nd halQ and Lawless, (Cousins, 2nd half). 
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League Cup 


1988-89 

Bohemians 

H*1 -1 

Gorman 

Monaghan 

H* 2 - 0 

Mackey, Cleary (p) 

Drogheda 

A* 2 - 0 

Murray o.g. 

Shamrock R 

H 2 -0 

Gorman, Cleary 

Cork City 

H 4 -1 

2 Cousins, 

Lawless, Wyse 

Derry City 
* Group 5 

H 0 -4 



League 88-89 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Derry City 

24 

5 

4 

70 

21 

53 

Dundalk 

20 

11 

2 

55 

27 

51 

Limerick City 

19 

9 

6 

57 

37 

45 










By any standards this was an excellent season, but apart from the Presidents Cup the cupboard was 
bare, and the only reward was qualification for the UEFA Cup in the following season. 

This was the fourth season in the clubs 63-year League history to be unbeaten at home in the 
League: 


Season 

No of games 

Wins 

Position 

1947-48 

7 

4 

2nd 

1963-64 

11 

8 

2nd 

1975-76 

13 

8 

1st 

1988-89 

16 

11 

2nd 


After ten years with the club—man and boy—Barry Kehoes Testimonial on June 5th 1989 was an 
occasion to remember and a fitting tribute to a model professional. The full Irish International squad 
under Jack Charlton provided the opposition playing the Barry Kehoe Selection in a 2-2 draw. A 
superbly produced match programme—My Most Difficult Opponent by Barry Kehoe, edited by Pat 
D’Arcy and compiled by Vincent Duffy—contained a Fans Eye View tribute from Kieran Lawless 
which perfectly summed up the feelings of his many admirers: “fll just say two things—first; that 
Barry’s skill, sportsmanship and enthusiasm have brightened many a dull winter’s afternoon in the Shed 
(and believe me, I know a dull winter’s afternoon when I see one) and second: that his dignified and 
courageous battle against illness has been an example to us all and taught us to place our own trifling 
problems in perspective. At a time when it seems football is in danger of being taken over completely 
by thugs, chancers and messers, it is a pleasure to salute Barry Kehoe—surely one of the nicest people 
ever to be sponsored by National Aluminium.” 

Jack Charlton XI: Gerry Peyton, Chris Houghton, Jim Beglin, Tony Cascarino, Dave O’Leary, 
Liam Brady, v^ndy Townsend, Ray Houghton, John Byrne, Tony Galvin, Gary Waddock. Subs, Pat 
Byrne, John Smith (Liverpool), Noel King, Larry Wyse, Martin Murray, Joey Malone. 

Barry’s XI, managed by Turlough O’Connor: Alan O’Neill, Gino Lawless, Martin Lawlor, Dave 
Barry (Cork), Mick Neville and Paul Doolin (Derry), Peter Reid, Brian McClair, Dessie Gorman, Terry 
Eviston. Subs, Liam Coyle, Ollie Ralph, Willie Crawley. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC 

AO 

Newe, Paul 

; 13 

9 

2 


2 

Gorman. Dessie 

; 12 

8 


2 : 

2 

Cleary. John 

: 11 

7; 

2 

2 


Shelley, Mick 

8 

6 i 

1 


1 

Cousins, Tony 

8 

6 : 


2 ; 


Eviston. Terry 

: 8 

6 : 



2 

Wyse, Larry 

i 7 

; 5 

1 : 

1 


Kehoe. Barry 

; 4 

: 4 




Murray. Martin 

i 4 

2 : 

1; 

1 ; 


Lawless, Gino 

; 2 

1 ; 


1 ! 


o.g. 

: 2 



1 i 

1 

Gannon, James 

; 1 

1 ; 




O'Connor. Michael 

; 1 


1 ; 



Mackey, Dave 

: 1 



1 ; 


Waters. Richie 

1 




1 

Total 

83 

55 

8 

11 

9 


Review 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 


League Home ; 

16; 

11 

5 

0 

31; 

12 


League Away ; 

17: 

9 

6 

2 

24^ 

15 


League Total ; 

33^ 

20 

11 

2 

55; 

27 

RU 

FAI Cup 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 ^ 

5 

QF 

League Cup ; 

6: 

4 

1 

1 

11; 

6 

RU 

Leinster Cup : 

3; 

2 

0 

1 

6^ 

4 


Pres Cup 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3; 

2 


European Cup 

2 

0 

0 

2 

oi 

8 


Total 

49 

29 

13 

7 

83 

52 
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• The home League record of 16 matches without a loss stretched the home run to 20 (the 
last four games in 1987-88 were also unbeaten) and reached 21 when Shamrock Rovers 
were defeated 1-0 in the first League game of the following season—on Sept 17th 1989 
Derry’s 2-0 win at Oriel brought the run to an end. The 21-match sequence set a new Club 
record for Home League games without a loss. 

• From only six League starts and four substitute appearances, Tony Cousins finished with six 
League goals—thanks to a late burst of five in the last three games, including a hat-trick in 
Limerick. 

• In April 1989, Jim Gannon was transferred to Sheffield United, but within a year he was at 
Stockport County, where he had a distinguished career. His Stockport appearances record of 
479 games puts him in 3rd place in their all time appearances list and his 65 goals is the 9th 
best in the clubs history. He has received two distinctive honours from the club—elected to 
their Stockport County Hall of Fame and as Honorary Vice-President of the Hatters 
Independent Supporters Club. 


1989-90 



In four seasons under Turlough O’Connor, and in 110 League 
games, Dundalk had lost only 16 times—Oriel Park had hosted just 
six of these losses. Yet, attendances continued to fall. The European 
games reflected this decline. The September 1987 tie against Ajax had 
an attendance of 3,600 (£19,800) and twelve months later Red Star 
attracted a crowd of 3,200 (£17,300). But for the UEFA Cup tie 
against Wettingen in Sept 1989, only 1,400 (£8,500) turned out. 

Revenues from domestic games were dropping to dangerous levels. 

Assistant manager. Tommy Connolly, was in charge of a depleted 
squad that participated in the Isle of Man inter-club tournament in 
late July. New signings Peter Eccles, Fran Hitchcock and Roddy 
Collins joined first teamers Joey Malone, Mick Shelley, John Cleary 
and Martin Lawlor, and Tommy took the opportunity to further the 
experience of a number of local players, including Gerry Smith, John 
White, Ian Hazzard, Shane Wiseman and Paul Gaughran. Willie 
Crawley lined out in the three games, all of which were 
lost, against Bolton Wanderers (1-0), Motherwell (4-1) 
and Isle of Man (2-1). Paul Gaughran was the only 
Dundalk goal scorer (against Isle of Man), with the 
Motherwell goal coming from an og. 

James Coll was signed from Limerick, replacing Jim 
Gannon. A successful League Cup section group and wins 
in the knock out stage, against Athlone and St Patrick’s 
Athletic, sent Dundalk to its seventh Final, meeting Derry 
for the second year running. The November final in Oriel 
Park was settled in Dundalk’s favour in a penalty shoot¬ 
out, after a 1-1 draw. The Presidents Cup would also reside in Oriel, 
after an end-season win over Bray. 

League prospects took an early knock when, after an opening 
game win over Shamrock Rovers, the next three were lost, two of 
them to the pace-setters, Derry and Pats. Only five points in six encounters with the two front-runners 


Joey Malone 


League Cup 


1989-90 

Monaghan 

A* 4 - 1 

2 Eviston, Cousins, Malone 

Drogheda 

H* 1 - 1 

Collins 

UCD 

A* 3-2 

Cousins, Eviston, Newe 

Athlone T 

A 3-2 

Cousins, Eviston, Newe 

St. Pat's Ath. 

N 3-1 

2 Newe, Hitchcock 

Derry City 

H** 1 - 1 

Newe 

* Group A ** 

Won 4-1 on pens. Aet 


League 89-90 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

St Patrick’s Ath 

22 

8 

3 

51 

22 

52 

Derry City 

20 

9 

4 

72 

18 

49 

Dundalk 

17 

8 

8 

50 

26 

42 

















was not Championship winning form. This was St Pats season and Brian Kerr spanned a 34-year gap, 
finishing with a three-point margin over Derry. By the middle of November, Dundalk filled the third 
spot and never lost the spot for the remainder of the season, finishing a full seven points adrift of the 
runner-up. 

First round FAI Cup opponents, St Patricks Athletic, were the League pace setters and had yet to 
record a Cup win over Dundalk in eight ties, going back to the controversial 1952 clash. At Cup time, 
Dundalk were on a roll with only two losses in an 18-match stretch going back to the November 9th 
League Cup win over Derry. But there’s a first time for everything, and Damian Byrne’s late goal was 
enough to see Pats go through in front of a disappointingly small crowd, between two of the season’s 
leading teams. 

In the away UEFA Cup tie against the Swiss team, Wettingen, some early chances were missed and 
a late first half o.g. by John Cleary knocked the stuffing out of Dundalk. Two quick second period goals 
had Dundalk back-pedalling and Alan O’Neill’s brilliance prevented a heavier defeat than the 3-0 final 
score. The lowest ever attendance at an Oriel European game (1400) had little to enthuse over in the 
return leg 2-0 defeat. 

September 13th 1989, UEFA Cup, Wettingeriy 1st leg away. 

O’Neill, Lawless, Lawlor, Cleary, Coll, Malone, Wyse, Shelly, Collins, Cousins, McNulty. 

September 27th 1989, 2nd leg, Home. 

O’Neill, Lawless (Eccles, 75 min.), Lawlor, McNulty, Coll, Malone, Wyse (Cleary, 45 min.). Shelly, 
Collins, Cousins and Newe. 

• Tony Cousins scored another late season hat-trick in the second last match 4-0 win over 
Shelbourne. 

• John Cleary scored eight goals—seven of them from penalties. 

• The FAI singularly honoured Jim Malone, Vice-chairman of the club, when he was 
presented with a Gold Medal for twenty years service on the FAI Council, and he was 
further honoured by being made a Patron and Life-Member of the Association. 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

LC AO 

Cousins, Tony 

18 

14 

3 1 

Newe, Paul 

15 

10 

5 : 

Cleary, John 

10 

8 

: 2 

Eviston, Terry 

5 

1 

4 ; 

McNulty, Tom 

4 

4 


Wyse, Larry 

3 

3 


Coll, James 

2 

2 


Cunningham, Denis 



; 1 

Murray, Martom 

2 

2 


Shelley, Mick 

2 

2 


Collins, Roddy 

2 

1 

1 : 

Lawlor, Martin 

1 

1 


Mackey, Dave 

1 

1 


o.g. 

1 

1 


Hitchcock, Fran 

1 


1 ; 

Malone, Joey 

1 


1 

Total 

69 

50 

15 4 


Review 

P 
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L 

F A 


League Home 

17 

10 

2 

5; 

32i 18 ; 


League Away 

16 

7 

6 

3: 

18; 8 


League Total 

33 

17 

8 

8^ 

50^26 

3rd 

FAI Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1: 

0; 1 

IstR 

Lge Cup 

6 

5 

1 

o; 

15; 8 

WIN 

Leinster Cup 

1 

0 

0 

L 

L 2 

IstR 

Pres Cup 

1 

1 

0 

0; 

3 1 

WIN 

UEFA Cup 

2 

0 

0 

2] 

0 5 


Total 

44 

23 

9 

12 

69 43 



349 

0 























- 1990-91 - 

Dunfermline Athletic were the main pre-season attraction, running out 3-1 winners. Four goals by 
the 21-year-old Tony Cousins in the opening day Leinster Cup fixture against Longford Town, and his 
continuing good form into the League, was enough to finalise his transfer to Liverpool by the end of 
September. There were major changes to the squad with the departure of Martin Murray, Joey Malone, 
Larry Wyse and Paul Newe and a bunch of new arrivals—Peter Hanrahan (Limerick), Ronnie Murphy 
(Bohs), Mick Kavanagh (UCD) and, a couple of months into the season, Richie Purdy. 

It was one of the departees, Paul Newe, who caused some early pain when he scored four goals for 
his new club, Shels, in a 5-1 thrashing at Oriel Park, in the first League game of the season. But that 
ended the pain. 

Hanrahan was hitting the target regularly, aided and abetted by Terry Eviston and Tom McNulty. 
Until the last day in December, only one further loss was incurred (away to Sligo) in a 15-match run 
that delivered 24 points, with a defence that conceded only six goals in the period. Shelbourne had 
made a sensational start, scoring five goals in three of their opening four games and Gary Haylock 
repeated Paul Bradys feat with a quartet of goals against Limerick, but in the New Year they faded and 
finally finished fourth. Dundalk’s early season run was halted on December 30th at Oriel by Sligo, who 
were repeating their 2-0 Showgrounds victory of October, to leave Dundalk trailing in third spot 
behind Pats and Cork heading into 1991. 

Reigning champs, St Pats, were in strong contention with two thirds of the programme completed, 
until a dreadful seven-day spell in late February, when they took only one point from three matches 
(losing to Derry and Cork, and drawing with Dundalk), leaving a two-horse race between Dundalk and 
Cork, whose back-to-back fixtures in November had finished all-square with two draws. 

From the New Year, the Dundalk defence became even more impregnable, and in the remaining 16 
games, all undefeated, they conceded just four goals and had 13 clean sheets. 

Corks record was as impressive as Dundalk’s, with just one defeat, a mean defence, never out of the 
top tw'o in the League table, and two great strikers in Pat Morley and John Caulfield. Appropriately, the 
two clubs were tied at the top of the League with 50 points each, and had a last day fixture at Turners 
Cross. Cork had a nervous run in, with two draws in April, while Dundalk had clocked up three wins 
against Derry, Shamrock Rovers and Galway. A Cork club had not annexed a League title since Cork 
Celtic in 1974, and it had been years since Leeside had hosted such an occasion—the big home 
following in the packed 12,000 attendance had high expectations. 

Played in a strong wind, the game did not live up to the 
occasion, and a largely forgettable first half was followed by a similar 
pattern after the break. Skill played second best to competitiveness 
and too often Cork played the ball high into the penalty box, where 
James Coll and Ronnie Murphy were in their element. Martin 
Lawlor had an outstanding game and his partner Dave Mackey was as steady as a rock. Tom McNulty’s 
unselfish running and excellent distribution made him the dominant mid-field figure. Then in the 73rd 
minute came the decisive move. A strong tackle from Mick Shelley won a midfield tussle, and he found 
Terry Eviston, who sent Gino Lawless away. Gino drew the defence before picking out the inrushing 
Tom McNulty, exposing the centre of the defence, and Tom beat Phil Harrington, scoring off the post. 
Tom’s tenth goal of the season, settled eight months and 33 games of toil and fierce endeavour and 
ensured another Championship was destined for Dundalk. 

Amidst the contrasting emotions of the unbridled joy of the visiting fans and the utter dejection of 
the majority, skipper Martin Lawlor accepted Dundalk’s eighth Championship Trophy and his own 
fourth League medal. Tom McNulty just shaded fellow Scot James Coll for the man of the match 
award. 


League 90-91 
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0 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Dundalk 

22 

8 

3 

52 

17 

52 

Cork City 

19 

12 

2 

45 

18 

50 

St Patricks A 

17 

10 

6 

46 

21 

44 


35Q 
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Turlough O’Connor fills the cup for Peter Hanrahan and Tom McNulty. 


Peter Hanrahan’s 18 goals gave him the top League marksman award and he was also honoured 
with the Soccer Writers ‘Player of the Year’. He also picked up the Player of the Month Award for 
October, while Tom McNulty’s Cork heroics won him the April award. Alan O’Neill, James Coll, Tom 
McNulty and Peter Hanrahan were selected on the All-Star League of Ireland 1990-91. 

The only blot on the copybook, and what a blot, came at Oriel Park on March 10th in the first 
round Cup-tie against AUL side Ashtownvilla. With just one loss in the previous twenty-one games, 
the bookies were offering no odds for Dundalk. But true to the tradition of the Cup, the home side 
were punished for their failure to put away the minnows long before the end. With just two minutes 
remaining, Sean Murphy got one past Alan O’Neill. To show it was no fluke, the AUL side did the 
same to Derry at the Brandywell, before bowing out in the third round to Kilkenny. 

• Turlough O’Connor had every reason to smile at the League victory. In September, after his 
team had dropped five points in the opening five games, he wagered £250 on Dundalk 
winning the Championship at odds of 10-1—collecting a cool £2,500, while celebrating his 
sixth Championship victory. He had two wins with Bohs in the 70s, two with Athlone (’81 
and ’85) and was completing his second as Dundalk’s manager. 

• After the opening day 5-1 hammering at Oriel Park, there were 13 clean sheets at home— 
only Sligo (2-0 loss) and Galway (3-2 win) hit the home net. 10 clean sheets on the road 
made a season total of 23—a club record. 

• The win in Cork stretched the unbeaten League run to 16 games. The sequence continued 
into the first six League games of the 1991-92 season, and came to an end on Oct 13th 
1991 with a 1-0 away loss to St Patrick’s Athletic. The 22-match unbeaten League run 
constituted a new club record. 

• In addition, there were no defeats in the last 14 away games in the League. The next season 
added another three to the run, before the Pats loss—creating another new club record of 
17 away League games without a loss. 
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THE LINE OUT AGAINST FINLAND 

Back. Peter Hanrahan, Gino Lawless, Alan O’Neill, Terry Eviston, James Coll, Ronnie Murphy. 
Front. Paul Johnston, Dave Mackey, Tom McNulty, Mick Kavanagh, Mick Shelley. 


• The Finland international team were visitors to Oriel Park on April 7th and after a scoreless 
draw, took the Cuchulainn Trophy on a penalty shoot-out by 4-3. It was a very special 
occasion for Paul Johnston, who was making his senior debut. 

• Paul Brady was on the Irish Under 21 team that defeated Turkey by 3-2 in the European 
Championship. 

• Paul and Tony Cousins played for the League of Ireland Under 21s in a 2-2 draw against 
the Australian Olympic XI. 

• On April 30th, Oriel Park was the venue for the Ireland Under 21 International game in 
the European Championship against Poland, which the visitors won by 2-1. 

• John Cleary started the year with Dundalk, and in November he joined Larry Wyse at 
Galway, under debutant manager, Joey Malone. The trio celebrated further Cup success 
when United defeated Shamrock Rovers in the FAI Cup Final. 


IP, &C A. QILIINN ILTP, 

PORK AND BACON WHOLESALERS 
Sausages and Cooked Meats. 

AVENUE ROAD, DUNDALK, CO. LOUTH. 
Telephone: 042-35234 


Richie Blackmore Sports 

Upstairs Dundalk Shopping Centre 
(042)33610 PVma ^IDas 
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1990-91 “ League Champions 


2-Sep-90 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-5 

Hanrahan 

Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


9-Sep-90 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-0 

Hanrahan 

League Home 

16 

10 

4 

2 

25 

8 


13-Sep-90 

Bohemians 

H 

4-1 

Hanrahan, McNulty. Coll, Cousins 

League Away 

17 

12 

4 

1 

27 

9 


23-Sep-90 

Limerick 

A 

4-0 

Hanrahan, McNulty, 2 Cousins 

League Total 

33 

22 

8 

3 

52 

17 

WIN 

30-Sep-90 

Waterford 

H 

0-0 


FAI Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

IstR 

7-Oct-90 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-2 


League Cup 

3 

1 

2 

0 

3 

2 

DNQ 

14-0ct-90 

St. Patrick's A 

H 

3-0 

2 Hanrahan, Mackey 

Leinster Cup 

2 

1 

0 

1 

7 

1 

2ndR 

21-0ct-90 

Derry City 

A 

1-0 

McNulty 

Total 

39 

24 

10 

5 

62 

21 



24-Oct-90 Galway Utd. H 2-0 McNulty, Hanrahan 


24-Feb-91 

3-Mar-91 

17-Mar-91 

31-Mar-91 

l-Apr-91 

14-Apr-91 

17-Apr-91 

21-Apr-91 


Limerick 
Waterford 
Sligo Rovers 


0 

0 Eviston 
0 

St. Patrick's A H 0 - 0 
0 
1 
0 
0 


Derry City 
Shamrock R 
Galway Utd. 
Cork City 


Hanrahan 
McNulty Murphy 
2 Hanrahan 
McNulty 



Alan O’Neill 



Peter Hanrahan 


4-NOV-90 

Shamrock R 

A 

0-0 


Boats 

TOT 

L 

LC 

LSC 

ll-Nov-90 

Cork City 

H 

0-0 


Hanrahan.Peter 

; 20 

: 18 

1 

1 

I 8 -N 0 V- 9 O 

Cork City 

A 

1 - 1 

Eviston 

Eviston, Terry 

10 

10 



23-NOV-90 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

2 McNulty 

McNulty, Tom 

: 10 

10 



29-NOV-90 

Athlone Town 

H 

3-0 

2 Hanrahan, Lawless 

Cousins. Tony 

7 

; 3 


4 

9-Dec-90 

Bohemians 

A 

2-0 

Mackey Eviston 

Coll. James 

3 

3 



23-Dec-90 

Waterford 

A 

3-1 

Coll, Hanrahan. Eviston 

Mackey, Dave 

3 

2 

1 


30-Dec-90 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-2 


Lawless, Gino 

2 

2 



13-Jan-91 

Derry City 

H 

1-0 

Shelley 

Kavanagh. Mick 

1 

1 



20-Jan-91 

Galway Utd. 

A 

3-2 

2 Eviston. Coll 

Murphy Ronnie 

1 

1 



27-Jan-91 

Shamrock R 

H 

0-0 


Shelly Mick 

1 

1 



31-Jan-91 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

2 Hanrahan 

Brady Paul 

1 



1 

lO-Feb-91 

Athlone Town 

A 

3-1 

Kavanagh, Hanrahan, Eviston 

Cleary, John 

1 


1 


14-Feb-91 

Bohemians 

H 

3-0 

2 Eviston, Synnott 

Collins. Roddy 

1 



1 

17-Feb-91 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

2 McNulty, Hanrahan 

Synott, Eamon 

1 

1 



19-Feb-91 

St. Patrick's A 

A 

0-0 


Total 

62 

52 

3 

7 


Appearances 

L 

FAI 

AO 

TOT 

O'Neill. Alan 

33 

1 

5 

39 

Shelley. Mick 

33; 

1 

3(1) 

38 

Eviston, Terry 

33 

1 

3 

37 

McNulty Tom 

32 

1 

4 

37 

Hanrahan. Peter 

32 

1 

3 

36 

Murphy. Ronnie 

32 

1 

2 

35 

Kavanagh, Mick 

27(2) 

1 

: 4(1) 

35 

Coll. James 

31 

1 

2 

34 

Lawlor, Martin 

29 

1 

4 

34 

Lawless, Gino 

28 

1 

4 

33 

Mackey Dave 

28 

1 

4 

33 

Brady, Paul 

11(6) : 


4 

21 

Collins, Roddy 

; 3(4) ; 

(1) 

1 

9 

Synnott. Eamon 

3(12) ; 


2 

16 

Cousins, Tony 

4 


i 3 

7 

Cleary, John 

2 


2 

4 

Purdy, Richie 

: 2(1) : 



: 3 

Hazzard, Ian 



; 1(1) 

2 

McArdle, Matt 



1 

1 

Starkey. David 



; 1 

: 1 

Wilson, Mickey 



1 

1 

Hoey Sean 



1 

1 

McEneaney P 



; (1) 

1 
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1991-92 



1991-92 SQUAD 

Back: Ricky McEvoy, Ronnie Murphy, Gino Lawless, Brian Irwin, Turlough O’Connor. 
Middle: Tommy Connolly, Paul Johnston, Peter Hanrahan, Terry Eviston, Mick Shelley, James Coll, 
Larry Corbally (Physio), Richie Purdy. 

Front: Paul Brady, Tom McNulty, Alan O’Neill, Dave Mackey, Mick Kavanagh. 


There were two late July appetisers, with visits from Liverpool and Celtic, both finishing as scoreless 
draws. 

Peter Hanrahan took the scoring honours in the League Cup 
Section Group games (against Athlone, Drogheda and Monaghan) with 
five goals and three wins. A batch of new players featured in the League 
Cup, two of whom, Brian Irwin and Ricky McEvoy, were on the score 
sheet. Three opening unbeaten League games were the perfect prepara¬ 
tion for the Champions Cup visit to the famous Nep Stadium in 
Budapest to play Hungarian giants, Kispest Honved. The shock of the 
round was on the cards when Ricky McEvoy scored a beautiful goal 
after 27 minutes, stunning the home crowd. The home team responded 
by pouring forward in search of an equaliser, leaving gaps which might 
have been exploited. Honved scored a face-saving equaliser with just 
eight minutes remaining. The Dundalk performance undoubtedly 
ranked with any away performance in the clubs European experience, 
and the away goal raised real prospects for the second leg. 
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Brian Irwin 
















September 18th 1991, European Cup, Kispest Honved, Away 1-1. 

Alan O’Neill, Dave Mackey, Gino Lawless, Ronnie Murphy, James Coll, To McNulty, Mick 
Shelley, Paul Brady, Peter Hanrahan, Ricky McEvoy and Terry Eviston. Sub used, Richie Purdy. 

In the interval before the second leg, two more League victories were clocked up, to leave Dundalk 
second in the table to Derry, now managed by ex-Linfield boss, Roy Coyle. 


October 2nd, Second Leg, Home. 

Brian Irwin replaced Tom McNulty. Sub used, Mick Kavanagh 

Luck deserted Dundalk in the second leg tie—Mick Kavanagh struck 
the butt of the upright and Honved cleared off their own goal line on two 
occasions. Two goals in quick succession by Hungarian International, 

Pisont, demonstrated the real difference between the teams—the ability 
of the Hungarians to take their chances. The only disappointment was the 
poor crowd and a curious atmosphere, strangely lacking in passion. 

By November 24th, after despatching Sligo, Dundalk were on top of 
the table, but successive defeats to Bohs and Cork were a major setback. 

Shelbourne, where Jim McLaughlin had linked up with Pat Byrne, were 
never far off the front runners and on the back of an excellent away 
record (one season loss), they gradually took over and were never headed 
from the end of January. They finished five points ahead of Derry, with 
Dundalk a distant nine points away in fourth place. 

Turlough O’Connor was blooding a new group, but his cause was not helped by a sharp decline in 
the strike rates of Peter Hanrahan and Terry Eviston or indeed by the paltry home support. 

A first round Cup journey to play struggling First Division Kilkenny City was unproductive. 
Dundalk’s continuous pressure throughout the game yielded only a first half goal from Terry Eviston, 
but the lead was surrendered within a minute of the second half through a penalty. The small crowd of 
800 got little to cheer about in the replay and it took an extra time goal from Brian Irwin to secure a 
second round home tie against Bohs. But even such attractive opposition, who brought their own fans, 
was not enough and a mere 1300 saw two goals from Dave Tilson finish Dundalk’s Cup interest. With 
future Oriel regulars, John Connolly, Tommy Byrne, Donal Broughan and Paul Whelan, Bohs went on 
to win their first FAJ Cup since 1976, beating Cork City in the final, thanks to another Dave Tilson 
goal. 
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Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

League Home 

16 

6 

6 

4: 

19; 

12 ; 

League Away 

17 

8 

6 

3 

25 

19; 

League Total 

33 

14 

12 

7: 

44. 

31 ; 4th 

FAI Cup 

3 

1 

1 

\ 

2 

3 2nd R 

League Cup 

5 

4 

0 

1 

10 

CO 

Leinster Cup 

2 

1 

0 

L 

2 

2 2nd R 

European Cup 

2 

0 

1 

1 

L 

3 ; 

Total 

45 

20 

14 

11 

59 42 


Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC LSC EC 

Hanrahan, Peter 

; 11; 

6 


5; 

Irwin, Brian 

: 10^ 

8 

1 

1 ; 

McNulty, Tom 

8; 

8 



Eviston, Terry 

; 7i 

5 

1 

L 

McEvoy Ricky 

6; 

3 


2 ; ; 1 

Johnston, Paul 

4 ; 

4 



Kavanagh, Mick 

3 ; 

2 


1; 

O'Callaghan, Brian 

3; 

2 


; 1 ; 

Lawless, Gino 

; 2 

2 



Shelley Mick 

; 2 

1 



Brady Paul 

: 1 

1 



Coll, James 

1 

1 



Sheehy Kieran 




: 1; 

o.g. 

1 

1 



Total 

59 

44 

2 

10 2 1 


EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONS' 

CUP 

Dundalk F.C. 

V, 

Kispest-Honved 

WEDNESDAY. 2nd OCT., 1991 
ORIEL PARK. DUNDALK 
KICK-OFF 7.30 pjn. 


N9 01891 GROUND £5 































• Alan O’Neill, Dave Mackey and Peter Hanrahan were on the League of Ireland team that 
lost 2-0 to the Irish League at Tolka Park in November. 

• On April 7th, 1992, there was a big local contingent at the Newry Showgrounds to see 
Dundalk take on Newry Town for the Ollie Ralph Testimonial match. With Newry since 
the 1983-84 season, he had scored 226 goals in 9 seasons—a phenomenal strike rate of a 
shade under 26 goals per season. His 42 goals in 1989-90 saw him lift a hatful of awards, 
including the Football Writers and PFA Awards. By the time he finished playing, and took 
up management, his name would be on over 300 goals for Newry. 


- 1992-93 - 

There was plenty of quality pre-season activity with visits from Nottingham Forest (4-0 winners 
with both Roy Keane and Teddy Sherringham on the score sheet), Millwall (1-1) and Blackburn Rovers 
(4-0, which included a couple of goals from Alan Shearer)—all in the space of seven days, but even 
such teams could not draw a decent crowd. Martin Lawlor returned after a year with Shamrock Rovers 
and new summer arrivals included Wayne Cooney (ex Shamrock Rovers), Joe Hanrahan (from Derry 
City) and Tom O’Sullivan (Newbridge Town). 

Two major changes were introduced into the League proceedings. The Premier Division was 
divided into two tiers after two series of games (22 games). The top six split off from the bottom six, 
each group playing a final double-round, home and away. In addition, a promotion-relegation play-off 
was added, giving extra spice to the end of season fare. The Premier Division produced the most extra¬ 
ordinary finish in the Leagues history. Three teams (Cork, Bohs and Shels) tied for the pennant and a 
three-match round-robin failed to separate them. Another round-robin was finally settled in Cork’s 
favour, seven weeks after the official season had ended. 

Nor was that the only drama. Dundalk had finished just one point behind the three tied teams after 
a four match finish which read Cork 0-0, Derry 0-1, Shels 1-0 and Bohs 1-0. The loss in the 
Brandywell, ending a nine match unbeaten stretch in League and Cup, was due to some magnificent 
goalkeeping by Dermot O’Neill and effectively ended Dundalk’s hopes. Thanks to Dundalk’s midweek 
win over Shels, Bohs came to Oriel on the last Sunday requiring just a single point to take their first 
Championship since 1978. En route to Oriel, the Boh’s bus broke down and the match started 45 
minutes late, contrary to the League decree that all last day matches would begin simultaneously. A 
hastily convened meeting of League officials at Oriel Park decided to offer the points to Dundalk, but 
this was understandably declined. Bohs played the game aware that an imminent enquiry might well 
see any points won on the day deducted in the future. 

The enquiry was not necessary when Tom McNulty put the issue beyond doubt with a pile driver 
in the 66th minute. The irony, of course, was that Tom’s goal in 1991 had snatched the title from 
Cork—now his 1993 goal had opened the way for the long Cork wait to end. While all this was 
happening, Cork were keeping their title hopes alive, defeating Limerick 3-0, and Paul Doolin scored a 
last minute goal in Tolka for Shels against Derry. At both venues, many remained behind to listen to 
the RTE commentary from the delayed Oriel game. While the three tied teams were heading off on a 
money-spinning double round-robin, to decide the Championship, and sort out the European spots, 
Dundalk were left rueing their failure to join in the end of season 
fun, having failed by a single point. In the top six final series of 
games, no team bettered Dundalk’s 13 points from 10 games, but it 
could not make up for the early season damage, which left a four 
point gap against the leaders Bohs when the final six were split off, 
and a poor away record. 


League 92-93 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Cork City 

16 

8 

8 

47 

34 40 

Bohemians 

13 

14 

5 

46 

19 40 

Shelbourne 

15 

10 

7 

53 

29 40 

Dundalk 

13 

13 

6 

35 

28 39 
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At home there could be no real complaints—Dundalk were the only team to complete the 
programme with an unbeaten home record. And yet, the Garrick Road crowds grew even smaller, and 
apart from the Derry game in February (1300), and the final day decider against Bohs (2100) the 
average gate was 600. 

First round Cup opponents, St James Gate, were having a dreadful season, and came into the match 
with one lone win in their previous 17 League games and were already adrift at the bottom of the First 
Division. Even after a twelfth minute goal from Peter Hanrahan, Dundalk failed to wrap up a poor and 
scrappy game. The same player scored again in the 78th minute and Gate got a late consolation. Cup 
holders, Bohs, were an entirely different proposition for the Oriel Park second round fixture. From day 
one of the League, they were never out of the top two, and Pat Fenlon and Dave Tilson were on the 
mark regularly. Neither side had many complaints from the close-fought scoreless draw and it was off to 
Dalymount for the mid-week replay. Dundalk made a sluggish start and Tony O’Connor gave the 
Gypsies a half-time lead, scoring after 11 minutes. But Dundalk produced an inspired display after the 
break, scoring three in a magic 9 minute spell, first from man-of-the-match Terry Eviston, then one 
from another ex-Bohs Gino Lawless and finally Tom McNulty finished Brian Irwin’s rebound. Tilson 
grabbed one back in the 89th minute, but the Bohs cheers hadn’t died down when Peter Hanrahan 
punished some lax defending, to send the holders reeling out of the Cup. 

With the double still in prospect, the visit of Limerick to Oriel for the third round would, a few 
short years before, have meant the house full signs, but less than 1000 turned out. Under Noel King’s 
management, Limerick had successfully made it through to the last top six League spot, pipping St Pats 
on goal difference. In the first half, they seemed to have made the vital breakthrough when their top 
marksman, Peter Mumby, beat two defenders before slotting home neatly past Alan O’Neill. Strangely, 
the score was disallowed for offside against King, who appeared not to be interfering with play. A 
minute after the interval, Brian Irwin was on hand after the keeper fumbled and the loss of schemer 
Ken de Mange finished a brave and battling performance from the Shannonsiders. With ten minutes 
left, Terry Eviston capped a brilliant individual performance to leave the final score 2-0. 

Home advantage for the semi-final against Brian Kerr’s Pats, went to Dundalk, listed for the 
Sunday after the last day League dramatics against Bohs. Conditions made it difficult for the players, 
with a slippery surface on a windy day. But there were some outstanding individual performances on 
both sides. Paul Osam spelled danger every time he was in possession, and only a brilliant game by Alan 
O’Neill kept him scoreless. Tom McNulty was everywhere but the hero of the day was veteran Martin 
Lawlor, whose 64th minute goal finally separated the sides and earned him his fifth, and Dundalk’s 
13th, Cup Final appearance. 


FAI Cup Final 16th May 1993 Lansdowne Road, 

O’Neill, Purdy, Coll (capt.), Murphy, Lawlor, Hanrahan, McNulty, Lawless, Cooney, Eviston, 
(Doherty 79), Irwin. 

With a gap of a month since the semi-final, Dundalk were a bit ring rusty. Shels, who were still 
involved in the hectic League play-offs, had only three FAI Cup wins to their name, and the last one 
was in 1963. Poor weather conditions kept many neutrals away, and a very disappointing 11,000 atten¬ 
dance were lost in the Lansdowne Stadium. 

In spite of the respective team preparations, it was Dundalk who made the early running, and both 
Eviston and McNulty might have found the target on a better day. Purdy and Lawlor, flanking the 
central pairing of Murphy-Coll, and in front of the dependable O’Neill, gave nothing away to the 
much-vaunted Shels front line. Haylock and Rutherford were well held throughout and only Padraig 
Dully provided any real threat. Shels became increasingly dependent on the midfield duo of Paul 
Doolin and Greg Costello, and in the 59th minute this pair was central to a swift counter attack. 



through Haylock and Rutherford, and the unmarked 
Costello headed the only goal. Dundalk could never 
recapture their early dominance and Shels, despite their 
growing midfield swagger, lacked the upfront punch to put 
the issue beyond doubt. Six days later, Shels failed to land 
the double, losing out to Cork City in the Championship 
at the RDS. 

Turlough O’Connor had overseen a season that came 
agonisingly close to greatness—one point away from League glory (with 
an unbeaten home record) and runner-up medals in the Cup. But at the 
end of the day, it was Cork, Bohs and Shels who qualified for Europe— 

Dundalk got squeezed out. Compounding the club’s problems were a 
poor Cup payout and seriously falling home support. The high price to 
be paid was not far away—a change of manager and, a little later, near 
bankruptcy. 

Another golden era was about to pass with the ending of Turlough 
O’Connor’s eight year reign, a reign that had seen the rise of the Dublin 
clubs from a 20-year drought, to be challenged by Derry, Dundalk and 
Cork. He had delivered two League championships, two runners-up 
(and the desperately close 1992-93 fourth place), the FAI Cup and twice 
the runner-up medals, two League Cups and again two sets of runner- 
up medals. He had restored Dundalk to a major force in the Irish soccer 
landscape and his Double winning squad of 87-88 was many supporters’ 
choice of the best ever Dundalk team. Richie Purdy 


FAI CUP 



1992-93 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-1 

2 Hanrahan (P) 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 


Bohemians 

A 

4-2 

Eviston, Lawless, 

McNulty, Hanrahan (P) 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

Irwin, Eviston 

St. Pat's Ath. 

N 

1-0 

Lawlor 

Shelbourne 

N 

0-1 




During the 1992-93 season, he had repeated the feat of the 
1988-89 squad, with an undefeated home record in the League, 
and in the five years from March 1988 to the end of the 1992-93 
year his League teams had suffered only 11 losses from 85 starts at 
Oriel Park. 

Unfortunately, he could not compete with the changing tastes 
of the Dundalk soccer public, sated with success since the mid 
seventies, and the alternatives of wall-to-wall TV coverage for 
every foreign League under the sun. For many, the fortunes of 
foreign clubs had by now taken precedence over the weekly visit to 
Oriel Park, and the numbers ‘affiliating’ to the Supporters’ clubs of 
these distant units had outnumbered the membership of their 
local Supporters’ Club. 

But the legacy and the memories he left were huge. 

• Tommy Dunne was capped five times for the Irish 
Under 21 team in the European Championship. His 
last cap was against Albania when he substituted for 
Richie Purdy, who was earning his first cap. 

• Richie Purdy was honoured by the Professional 
Footballers Association when selected as their choice of 
Young Player of the Year. 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

League Home ; 

16; 

7; 

9 

0 

19; 8 


League Away 

16: 

6; 

4; 

6 

16:20 


League Total ^ 

32; 

13: 

13^ 

6 

35^28 

4th 

FAI Cup 

6; 

4; 

V 

1 

9; 4 

RU 

League Cup ^ 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1; 1 

DNQ 

Leinster Cup ; 

4 

3; 

0 

1 

8: 1 

SF 

Total 

45 

21 

15 

9 

53 34 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LC 

LSC 

Irwin, Brian 

13 

: 9 

1 


3 

Hanrahan, Peter 

9 

; 6 

3 



Hanrahan, Joe 

5 

i 5 




McNulty, Tom 

4 

; 3 

1 



Doherty, Alan 

^ 4 

; 1 


1 

2 

Cooney, W 

3 

3 




Lawless, Gino 

3 

^ 2 

1 



Eviston, Terry 

3 

1 

2 



Coll, James 

2 

: 2 




Lawlor, Martin 

2 

1 

1 



O'Sullivan, Tom 

2 




2 

Crawley, Willie 

1 




1 

Dunne, T 

1 

: 1 




McEvoy, R 

1 

: 1 



Total 

53 

35 

9 1 

8 


360 




























Turlough O’Connor - 8 YEAR Record 1985-86 to 1992-93 









LEAGUE 

FA! CUP 

LGECUP 

PRES CUP 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 





1985-86 

35 

19 

9 

7 

59 

32 

3rd 


RU 


1986-87 

41 

25 

8 

8 

74 

31 

RU 

RU 

W 

RU 

1987-88 

50 

28 

10 

12 

74 

47 

W 

W 


RU 

1988-89 

49 

29 

13 

7 

83 

52 

RU 


RU 

W 

1989-90 

44 

23 

9 

12 

69 

43 

3rd 


W 

W 

1990-91 

39 

24 

10 

5 

62 

21 

W 




1991-92 

45 

20 

14 

11 

59 

42 

4th 




1992-93 

45 

21 

15 

9 

53 

34 

4th 

RU 



ALL GAMES 

348 

189 

88 

71 

533 

302 







P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

RU 



LEAGUE HOME 

120 

68 

35 

17 

189 

86 





LEAGUE AWAY 

121 

61 

37 

23 

176 

112 





LEAGUE TOTAL 

241 

129 

72 

40 

365 

198 

2 

2 



FA! CUP 

33 

20 

5 

8 

50 

24 

1 

2 



LGE CUP 

42 

28 

9 

5 

76 

35 

2 

2 



LEIHSTERCUP 

20 

10 

1 

9 

33 

17 





PRESIDEHTS 

4 

2 

0 

2 

8 

6 

2 

2 



DOMESTIC 

340 

189 

87 

64 

532 

280 





% 


55.6 

25.6 

18.8 







EUROPE 

8 

0 

1 

7 

1 

22 





ALL GAMES 

348 

189 

88 

71 

533 

302 

7 

8 



Goal Scorers in the O’Connor Era - 

■ 15 PLAYERS IN Double Figures 


ALL 

LGE 




ALL LGE 


ALL 

LGE 

Eviston, Terry 

54 

39 

Newe, Paul 

32 20 

Kehoe, Barry 

23 

14 

Gorman, Dessie 

52 

40 

Cleary, John 

30 20 

Shelley, Mick 

20 

12 

Hanrahan, Peter 

40 

30 

Murray, Martin 

28 

17 

Malone, Joey 

13 

7 

McNulty, Tom 

37 

32 

Wyse, Larry 

27 

16 

Joyce, Paddy 

12 

10 

Cousins, Tony 

33 

23 

Irwin, Brian 

23 

17 

Lawless, Gino 

12 

9 


Total Appearances and Number of Seasons 


O'Neill, Alan 

326 

8 

Malone, Joey 

198 

5 

Kehoe, Barry 

134 

6 

Lawless, Gino 

270 

7 

Murray, Martin 

182 

6 

Hanrahan, Peter 

116 

3 

Shelley, Mick 

245 

8 

Wyse, Larry 

153 

4 

Murphy, Ronnie 

110 

3 

Lawlor, Martin 

239 

7 

Gorman, Dessie 

145 

4 

Newe. Paul 

106 

3 

Eviston, Terry 

224 

7 

Coll, James 

144 

5 




McNulty, Tom 

203 

6 

Cleary, John 

134 

4 





Club Records for Unbeaten League Game Sequences 


All Games....22 Undefeated 
90-91 (16) 91-92(6) 


Home....21 Undefeated 
87-88(4) 88-89(16) 89-90(1) 


Away....17 Undefeated 
90-91 (14) 91-92(3) 




















LISDOO BAR AND RESTAURANT 

NEWRY ROAD. DUNDALK. 

CARVERY 12.30 - 7.30 A LA CARTE 6.30 - 9.30 
• HAR MENU ALl- OAV • 

MUSIC FRIDAY. SATURDAY. SUNDAY NIGHT 

Soi lakii^ booting fcr ¥rddf> 5 ^^ Tjt Birthdayii and Apcdd Occascne. 


Don't Forget Tonight in the Lily white Lounge 
and every Sunday night 

TAKE YOUR PICK with BARLOW RAFFERTY 
Tonight's Jackpot Cl 80 
Music by NEW IMAGE 
Members and inends welcome 


OIL c::c:>. 


Commercial. Agricultunil. Heating Diesels and 
Kerosene Suppfied 

UROENT ORDERS DELIVERED ON SATURDAYS 

For wur n<f\t lielivery T«i. (042) 71112 (042) 71200 (Hnmr) 
L'ARUNfiRTRD ROAD, BELLURGA.N. lyUNDALK. 

TrL (N2) 7112 (042) 71200 (after hour.) 


F OOTBALL PROGRAMMES FOR SALE 

• Large Selection Available 

Contact Seamus Bellew 

31. Drive 2. Mulrhevnamor. Dundalk, 
or Telephone (042) 30827 


- 1993-94 - 

An annus horribilus. Three more of the old guard had left, Mick Shelley and Alan O’Neill had been 
at Oriel since 1985, while Terry Eviston had arrived twelve months later. Ronnie Murphy and Tommy 
Dunne also left. Never higher than fifth place in the 22-match first phase of the League, a second last 
match loss at Gortakeegan was enough to lose out on a top six placing for the final phase. But, in truth, 
a horrible home record, which saw one Oriel win in 11 starts, didn’t warrant any better reward than 
playing against the basement clubs for the last third of the season. Inevitably, attendances at the last five 
home games plumbed new depths, with an aggregate attendance of 1,300, a match average of 260. An 
offer of half-price for the last two games made no difference—the last match gate against St Pats was 
hardly enough to pay the match officials and provide a cup of tea for the visitors. 

The first round Cup draw threw up a visit to Galway. The home club had been runaway winners of 
the previous year’s First Division and comfortably made it to the top six in the Premier Division. The 
mud and the rain defeated both teams in a scoreless draw. Four days later, the referee was forced to 
abandon the Oriel replay at half-time, declaring the pitch unplayable. A week later, the re-fixture finally 
delivered a real Cup-tie. John Brennan (10 mins.) and jimmy Nolan (15) gave the Westerners a 2-0 
half-time lead. A determined home side struck back through James Coll (57 mins.), and ten minutes 
later it was all-square, thanks to a delightful score from Joe Hanrahan. Trevor Donnelly finally gave 
Dundalk the lead with just 5 minutes remaining, but Galway responded almost immediately through 
Donnie Farragher. In mounting excitement, Mick Doohan’s extra time score restored the home lead. 
Eddie Van Boxtel, who had taken the custodian’s jersey in November from Paul Kavanagh, was the late 
saviour and the tie finished with Dundalk hanging on grimly to their 4-3 advantage. 

Bohs, now under Turlough O’Connor, had already said goodbye to their League hopes of making 
up for the previous year’s last day loss, and came to Oriel for the weather-delayed second round tie. A 
goal from Jim Crawford on the stroke of half time and a second period strike from Tony Cousins was 
enough to send them on, and end Dundalk’s season. 

There was qualification for the Leinster Cup final for 
the first time since losing to Shamrock Rovers in 1982. 

Shelbourne’s previous final appearance went back even 
further, to the 71-72 season. At Tolka Park, Shels took the 
old trophy by a single score, in an entirely forgettable and 
bad tempered final. Two players from each side got yellow 


Leinster Cup 



1993-94 

Drogheda 

A 

2-1 

Donnelly, O'Sullivan 

Bray Wand. 

H 

3-1 

Doherty. Britton. 

O'Sullivan 

Longford T 

H 

1-0 

Doherty 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 




















cards, while Dundalk skipper James Coll and Shels Ken O’Doherty were sent packing, minutes into 
the second half, after a punch-up in the Dundalk goalmouth. Tony Izzi scored the only goal after an 
hour and with time almost up, Greg Costello and Tom O’Sullivan were red carded. Dundalk lined 
out—Kavanagh, Long, Coll, Staunton, Lawless, O’Dowd, Hanrahan (P), Britton, Doherty (O’Leary 
75), Donnelly (O’Sullivan 64), Irwin. 

Alan O’Neill and Terry Eviston added to their bulging medal collection when a rejuvenated 
Shamrock Rovers won the Premier Division, but the season’s honours went to Sligo when they 
completed a unique treble—First Division League and Shield as well as the FAI Cup, when they 
defeated North West neighbours, Derry City, in the final. 

It was a real baptism of fire for new manager Dermot Keely, who had taken over from Tommy 
Connolly in November. But he was a quick learner and nobody could foresee the future fruits of his 
stewardship. What was plain for all to see were the growing financial problems, which were threatening 
the very existence of the club. 

Notwithstanding its problems, the board was making significant plans to invest in new facilities to 
accommodate a School of Excellence and to provide a comprehensive coaching programme and playing 
facilities for the youth of the region. Under the driving force of Eamonn Hiney, negotiations were 
completed with the Urban District Council for the purchase of a site adjacent to Oriel Park. In time, 
this would lead to the development of the Eamonn Hiney Park, which remains today as a testament to 
the vision and drive of its founding creator. 



1993-94 BOARD. 

Back: Frank Keating, Jim Reilly, Paddy Williams, Enda McGuill, Stephen Burns, joe Larkin, Aiden Gaughran, 

Fergus McArdle, Peter McCormack. 

Front: Kay McErlean, Jim Malone, Eamonn Hiney, Elizabeth Duffy, Jackie Henry. Absent were Oliver Quinn and 

Harry Collins. 
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Representative appearances for the National League team: 

V. Leeds United 2-2, James Coll, Tommy Dunne, Tom McNulty. 
V. Blackburn Rovers 0-1, Purdy, Coll, Dunne, McNulty. 

V. RCS (Czechoslovakia) 1-4, Purdy, Lawlor, McNulty. 

V. Liverpool 1-2, McNulty, Coll. 


Oriel Park and United Park shared the matches in 
one of the Groups in the UEFA Under-16 
Championship. The three Group games 
scheduled for Oriel were Albania v. Austria 0-1, 
Austria v. Spain 1-1, and Albania v. Spain 0-4. At 
the quarterfinal stage, Oriel hosted the scoreless 
draw between Portugal and Turkey. Turkey went 
through on a penalty shootout and went the 
whole way to the final, where they defeated 
Denmark at the RDS. 

Gerry Morgan and Willie Crawley took charge of 
the Reserves and landed the Bord Gais 
Combination League, defeating Shamrock Rovers 
by 4-1 (Trevor Donnelly, Peter O’Kane and two 
from Brian Irwin) in a play-off. The reserve squad 
also played in the Leinster Senior Cup, earning a 
final spot. 

Ten clean sheets in his seventeen League games 
gave Eddie Van Boxtell the Supporters’ Player of 
the Year Award. 


Eamonn Hiney and Kieran Sheehy with the 
Reserve cup. 



Goals 

TOT 

L 

FAI 

LSC 

Hanrahan, Peter 

8 

8 



Doohan, Mick 

5 

4 

1 


Donnelly. T 

5 

3 

1 : 

1 

Coll, James 

4 

3 

i 1 ; 


Doherty, Alan 

4 

2 


2 

Irwin, Brian 

3 

3 



Kelly Stephen 

3 

3 



Hanrahan, Joe 

2 

i 1 

1 


O'Dowd. Greg 

2 

2 



Purdy. Richie 

2 

2 



o.g. 

2 

2 



Britton. Matt 

2 

1 


1 

O'Sullivan. Tom 

2 



2 

Lawless. Gino 

1 

1 



Le Getroux, E 

1 

1 



McNulty. Tom 

1 

1 



Total 

47 

37 

4 

6 


Review 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

16 

3 

7 

6 

19 

19 


League Away 

16 

7 

6 

3 

18 

8 


League 

32 

10 

13 

9 

37 

27 

8th 

FAI Cup 

3: 

L 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2R 

League Cup 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 : 

1 

IR 

Leinster Cup 

4 

3 

0 

1 

6 

3 

RU 

Total 

40 

14 

14 

12 

47 

36 
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- 1994-95 - 

July 30th 1994 was a real gala occasion, when Manchester United came to Oriel Park for the Gino 
Lawless Testimonial. Sheffield Wednesday also played in a pre-season friendly. 

Dermot Keely had a busy summer, and by the time the League Cup rolled around in early August 
he had added significantly to the payroll, with the acquisition of Anto Whelan, Jody Byrne, John 
Coady, Ken De Mange, Brian Byrne and a couple with English League experience, Warren Patmore 
and Tony Loughlan. Patmore didn’t take long to make a show, scoring four times against Longford 
Town in the League Cup. 

A single point from the first three League games was followed by probably the smallest crowd ever 
to attend a Premier game at Oriel Park, when less than 200 turned up for the Cobh game and the 
alarm bells were ringing loudly. For the next two months the future of the club was at stake. You could 
name your own odds on the club’s chances in the League, or even the possibility of avoiding relegation. 

But Dermot Keely and his team had other thoughts. In spite of 
some heavy breathing off-stage and poor home support, they were 
grinding out the results. An undefeated home tecord and only two 
away losses in October (to Shamrock Rovers and Cork) maintained a 
respectable League position. Off stage, a rescue package was being 
constructed that came to fruition at the beginning of December, when 
a group of supporters, led by Enda McGuill, took over the clubs liabil¬ 
ities and pumped new capital into the club. 

Meanwhile, the team was quietly reeling in the front-runners, 

Cork, Shamrock Rovers and Bohs. By the middle of December, with 
half the programme completed, the table read —Cork, with a game in 
hand, leading Dundalk by three points and Pats in third place, a 
further point behind. In addition. Shamrock Rovers and Derry had 
been despatched from the League Cup, earning the club’s eighth final appearance, scheduled over two 
legs in the New Year against Cork. 

For good measure, an 8-0 win over St James Gate on 
Dec 6th set up another final, in the Leinster Cup. And the 
crowds were back—the December 27th clash with Rovers 
drew an attendance of 1,500 and they celebrated with a 2-1 
win. 

In January at Bishopstown, an 89th minute strike from 
Pat Morley gave Cork a single goal advantage in the first 
leg of the League Cup final. A week later, the in-form John Caulfield doubled their lead in the 23rd 
minute at the Oriel Park second leg. Brian Byrne got one back with 17 minutes left, but Cork 
withstood fierce late pressure to hold on to their 2-1 aggregate score. 

There was another set of runner-up medals when losing to 
UCD, after extra time, in the final of the Leinster Cup. 

At the end of January, the formbook was emphatically 
confirmed in the first round FAI Cup match in Kilkenny. A Mick 
Byrne strike in the first minute was added to by Brian Byrne (2), 

Tony Loughlan and Joe Hanrahan, to complete an easy 5-0 win 
against opponents who failed to win a single game in the 27- 
match First Division. 

St James Gate, who finished second last in the First Division, 
got the same treatment at Oriel in the next round, with the goals 
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League Cup 


1994-95 

ll-Aug-94 

Drogheda Utd. 

A* 

5 - 0 

18-Aug-94 

Monaghan Utd 

H* 

1 - 1 

21-Aug-94 

Longford Town 

A* 

6 - 1 

31-Oct-94 

Shamrock Rovers 

HQF 

2 - 1 

l-Dec-94 

Derry City 

HSF 

1 - 0 

15-Jan-95 

Cork City 1st leg 

AF 

0- 1 

22-Jan-95 

Cork City 2nd leg 

HF 

1 - 1 


* Group D 




Leinster Cup 


1994-95 

Whitehall Rrs 

H 3-1 

Britton, Irwin, Patmore 

St. Kevins Boys 

A 1-0 

O'Dowd 

St. James' Gate 

A 8-0 

4 Loughlin, 2 0 McDonnell, 
Britton, D Crawley 

UCD 

N 1-2 

Doohan 



Enda McGuill 















coming from Mick Doohan, Stephen Kelly, Mick Byrne (2) and Joe Hanrahan. The elements, wind 
and rain, got the better of the Derry tie at Oriel, where an error by Jody Byrne after an hours play gave 
Liam Coyle the opportunity to score the only goal. 

The New Year saw a half a dozen teams at the top of the League, covered by just four points; 
Dundalk and Pats were one point behind a trio of Cork, Rovers and Derry, while a four-match winning 
run had brought Shels into contention. The unbeaten Oriel record came to an end in an early January 
3-1 loss to Cork and seemed fatal. But Cork then had a disastrous spell, losing three matches in a row. 
Sligo and Bohs came into contention and in the middle of March, after 26 matches, a case could be 
made for any one of eight clubs to win the Championship. Dundalk and Derry were sharing the lead 
with 43 points, while the eighth club, Shels, had two games in hand on 37 points. 

Dundalk had one hiccup in the home stretch when losing away to Shamrock Rovers, but followed 
that immediately with a crucial 2-0 defeat of Derry at Oriel Park and a key 1-1 draw with Shels. Derry 
stayed in pole position until the second last Sunday, when they failed to take full points from the 
already doomed Cobh. It took another fighting and spirited display to overcome a defiant Sligo at the 
Showgrounds in the second last match—thanks to Peter Withnells winner. 

With one match remaining, only three teams were left in the race and the odds heavily favoured 
Derry, with a tabletop that read—Derry 57 points (+15 goal difference); Dundalk 56 (+14); Shels 56 
(+13). 

The final drama, with the Championship and places in Europe on the line, was played out on the 
last Sunday, April 23rd, at three venues—Derry at St Mels Park against Athlone, Shels at home to Pats, 
and Dundalk and Galway United at Oriel Park. The drama that unfolded was unbearable for the 
patrons at these venues, with ears cocked as radio news filtered through and the fortunes swayed 
backwards and forwards. 

15 seconds. Athlone take the lead—advantage Dundalk and Shels. 

15 minutes. Liam Coyle equalises for Derry. 

53 minutes. Derry miss a golden opportunity to tighten their grip on the title when Stuart Gauld 
misses a penalty, only his second career penalty miss. 

65 minutes. Jason Byrne puts Pats ahead against Shels. 

75 minutes. After galloping through the advancing Galway defence, Tom McNulty collects Eddie 
Van Boxtells clearance and gives Dundalk the lead with his customary D-Day Special, and just 15 
minutes separate Dundalk from being crowned Champions. 

81 minutes. Mick Doohan copper-fastens Dundalk’s position, after Richie Purdy, Stephen Kelly 
and Man of the Match Brian Byrne had created the opening. 

90 minutes. Shels equalise through a Stephen Geoghegan injury time special, but it’s too little, too 

late. 

The next few minutes at Oriel Park were chaotic—Club PRO Nick Coffee ‘chewing his fingers to 
the bone’, Dermot Keely was a ‘quivering mass of jelly’, appeals for radios to be turned on, a quick¬ 
witted Gerry Malone pressing his transistor to the PA system and everybody asking—What the hell is 
happening in Athlone. Gabriel Egan’s muffled words from Athlone, cries for silence, groans and cheers 
from the waiting crowd—they even started whistling for the final whistle—made it all seem unreal. 
Derry have scored—no, it was cleared off the line! 

Nearly ten minutes after the final whistle at Oriel Park, but which seemed like an eternity, and after 
several false reports, it is finally confirmed that Derry’s attempts to break down the Athlone defence had 
failed. Unbelievably, Dundalk are crowned Bord Gais Premier Division Champions for 1994-95. To an 
ecstatic Oriel Park, James Coll is presented with the old 1990-91 championship cup by FAI Secretary, 
Dundalk man Sean Connolly—the new one was lying unopened in St Mels Park—oh ye of little faith! 
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The real trophy was presented to James Coll and Dermot Keely on 
the following Wednesday, before the European Championship game 
at Lansdowne Road between Ireland and Portugal, settled by a single 
goal from Steve Staunton. 

In many ways, this was one of the most dramatic seasons in the 
club’s history, which started with the very existence of the club in doubt and came to its conclusion 
over that last unforgettable 90 minutes on April 23rd, producing an ending with so many twists and 
turns that it could not have been scripted. Four different strikers had spells in the no. 9 jersey, Warren 
Patmore, Joe Hanrahan, Mick Byrne and finally for the last seven games, Peter Withnell, but the goal 
scoring honours went to Stephen Kelly (9) and Mick Doohan (6). 

Vital to the success was a superb defence that had 17 clean sheets in the campaign, ten when Eddie 
Van Boxtell (19 Appearances) was between the sticks and the equally reliable Jody Byrne supplying 
seven from his fourteen starts. 

Mick Doohan was selected as Player of the Year, but in truth the League victory was a tribute to 
collective teamwork and to a manager who simply ignored the pundits -who, at every step along the 
way, had written off Dundalk’s prospects. Consistent to the end, none of the Soccer Writers Player of 
the Month Awards went to a Dundalk player and with only John Coady making the short list of 33, 
not one member of the Championship winning squad was selected on the 1995 Bord Gais League 
Stars. 

The quote of the season came from captain James Coll, commenting on unfancied Dundalk’s title 
win “If you want to know who were the best team, check the final P’*‘*ing League table”!!! 


League 94-95 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Puts 

Dundalk 

17 

8 

8 

41 

25 

59 

Derry City 

16 

10 

7 

45 

30 

58 

Shelbourne 

16 

9 

8 

45 

32 

57 



1994-95 PREMIER LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 

Back. Dermot Keely, Paddy O’Neill, Richie Purdy, Mick Doohan, Eddie Van Boxtell, Martin Lawlor, 
Mick Byrne, Tom McNulty, Brian Irwin, Tommy Connolly. 

Front. Keith Long, John Coady, Brian Byrne, Stephen Kelly, James Coll, Anto Whelan, Joe Hanrahan, 

Matt Britton. 
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i994~95 ~ League Champions 


Goals 

TOT 

L FAI LC LSC 

Kelly, Stephen 

11 

9 ; 1 1 

Patmore, Warren 

9 

2 i 6 1 

Doohan, Mick 

8 

6 i 1 : 1 

Byrne, Brian 

8 

3 ; 2 3 

Byrne, Mick 

7 

4 i 3 ; 

Hanrahan, Joe 

7 

3 ; 2 : 2 

Loughlan, Tony 

6 

1 i 14 

Irwin, Brian 

4 

3 : : 1 

Britton, Matt 

4 

; 2 : 2 

de Mange, Ken 

3 

3 ^ 

Coady, John 

2 

2 

McNulty, Tom 

2 

2 

Purdy, Richie 

2 

2 

Withnell, Peter . 

2 

2 

McDonnell, Ollie 

2 

: 2 

Crawley, David 

1 

i 1 

Hall, Paul 

1 

; 1 : 

O'Dowd, Greg 

1 

: 1 

Total 

80 

41 10 16 i 13 


Bohemians 

A 

0-2 


Monaghan Utd 

H 

0-0 


St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 


Cobh Ramblers 

H 

2-1 

Coady, Patmore 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

Patmore 

Derry City 

H 

1 - 1 

Purdy 

Shelbourne 

H 

1 - 0 

Purdy 

Shamrock Rovers 

A 

0-3 


Cork City 

A 

0-2 


Ath lone Town 

H 

2 - 1 

Doohan, Kelly 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-0 

Doohan 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-0 


Bohemians 

H 

2-0 

Kelly, Irwin 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

4 - 0 

2 De Mange, Hanrahan, Irwin 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-0 

McNulty, B Byrne 

Cobh Ramblers 

A 

2-2 

DeMange, Irwin 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1 - 1 

Kelly 

Derry City 

A 

0-2 


Shamrock Rovers 

H 

2-1 

Doohan, B Byrne 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 


Cork City 

H 

1-3 

Kelly 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-0 

2 M Byrne 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 


Monaghan Utd 

H 

6-0 

3 Kelly, Coady, M Byrne, Hanrahan 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1 - 1 

M Byrne 

Cobh Ramblers 

H 

1-0 

Kelly 

Shamrock Rovers 

A 

1-2 

Doohan 

Derry City 

H 

2-0 

Doohan, Withnell 

Shelbourne 

H 

1 - 1 

Hanrahan 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

B Byrne 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

Kelly 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

Withnell 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-0 

Doohan, McNulty 


Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

League Home 

17 

12 

4 

1 

28 

9 


League Away 

16 

5 

4 

7 

13 

16 


League Total 

33 

17 

8 

8 

:41 

25 

WIN 

FAI Cup 

3 

2 

0 

: 1 

10 

1 

QF 

League Cup 

7 

4 

2 

1 

16 

5 

RU 

Leinster Cup 

4 

3 

0 

1 

13 

3 

RU 

Total 

47 

26 

10 

11 

80 

34 



League Appearances 

Doohan, Mick 

33 

Irwin, Brian 

12(4) 

Kelly, Stephen 

27(5) 

De Mange, Ken 

13 

Whelan, Anto 

30 

Loughlin, Tony 

7(4) 

Byrne, Brian 

25(2) 

Patmore, Warren 

10 

Purdy, Richie 

32 

Lawlor. Martin 

7(3) 

Coady, John 

29 

Byrne, Mick 

7(1) 

McNulty, Tom 

29 

Withnell, Peter 

7 

Hanrahan, Joe 

24 

Long, Keith 

3(2) 

Coll, James 

23(1) 

Kavanagh, Mick 

2 

Britton, Matt 

8 (12) 

Donnelly, Trevor 

1 (1) 

Van Boxtell, Eddie 19 

O'Dowd, Greg 

1 

Byrne, Jody 

14(1) 
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Dermot Keely 






































Manager: Dermot Keely. Coaching staff: Tommy Connolly (Assistant Man.), Paddy O’Neill, 
Mickey Whelan. Reserves: Willie Crawley and Gerry Morgan. Club Doctor: Frank O’Reilly. 
Groundsman: Mickey Fox. 

Supporters Club. Chairman, P Casey. Sec. D Keating. Treas. G Bogan. PRO P Casey. Committee, 
S Tuite, S Bellew, K Corrigan, G Watters, G Lennon, G Rice (Programme Editor). 

On the day of the final game, the Supporters Club made a presentation of £40,000 towards the 
new developments planned for Oriel Park. 


Martin Lawlor 


• In Martin Lawlor’s last season with Dundalk (his seventeenth), he picked up his fifth 
League Championship medal, and took his club League appearances to 400, a mark that is 
likely to stand as a club record for a very long time. Nor is it likely that his Dundalk medal 
haul will ever again be approached. 



Martin Lawlor 

17 SEASONS WITH DuNDALK 

1977-78 TO 90-91 AND T992-93 TO 1994-95 

Appearances 

All Lee FAI LC Euro AO 

Goals 

All Lee 

Dundalk 569 : 400 56 56 18 : 39 

Sham. Rovers 22 i 21 1 i 

Drogheda 20 : 15 5 

Galway 23 : 11 1 4 : 7 

20 14 

1 1 

Total 634 447 58 65 18 46 

Honours 

5 League wins, 3 FAI Cup wins, 3 League Cup wins and 
Cup wins. He also has 13 runners-up medals, including 
League and 2 in the FAI Cup 

21 15 

4 President's 
g 4 in the 


The Rescue Package. 

A new company, Dundalk AFC Interim Ltd., was formed which took responsibility for the debts of 
the 1965-formed company, Dundalk FC Pic. 

The eight members of the group who took over in December 1994 were—Enda McGuill, James 
McGuill, Terry Boyle, Stephen Burns, Nicky Coffee, Paddy Smith, Brendan Watters and Mrs Rita 
Quinn, and Rita’s son, Mark, joined the first seven on the Board of the new Company. Elizabeth Duffy 
stayed on as club secretary. 

The financial package had four essential components; 

(1) Each of the eight subscribed £5,000 in share capital, providing a £40,000 cash fund. 

(2) In addition, they each provided personal bank guarantees in the amount of £5,000 each, 
making available the necessary collateral for a £40,000 5 year Bank Loan, specifically to 
complete the purchase from the Dundalk Urban District Council of the land adjacent to 
Oriel Park, intended for development as a home to a Coaching School of Excellence. As 
well as the personal guarantees, the Supporters Club undertook responsibility to repay the 
loan and the interest arising, by means of a monthly payment. 

(3) The new company assumed responsibility for all the debts of the old company (almost 
£250,000), and over the first couple of months negotiated with all the creditors and secured 
significant reductions. 
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(4) Finally, with the aid of a Lotto Grant, the magnificent gesture of £40,000 from the 
Supporters Club and the rewards for qualifying for European competition, a capital 
programme costing £300,000 was undertaken, renovating and extending the bar and 
function room facilities, a major pitch relaying and drainage system renewal, upgrading the 
floodlights, installing training lights in the newly acquired ‘back pitch’ and developing the 
back pitch for its planned uses as a Coaching School of Excellence, a training grounds and a 
second pitch for the youths and reserve team. 

When the Pic Company went into liquidation, it had an issued share capital of £96,500 (19,300 
shares @ £5 each), and liabilities of approx. £250,000, and the Company’s reported losses for the two 
years ended May 31st 1994 were £100,000. The meetings required to wind up the company and pass 
control to the new entity were completed in early December 1994. 

During its last year the directors were: Eamonn Hiney (Chairman), Jim Malone (Vice Ch.), Enda 
McGuill, Stephen Burns, Jim Reilly, Joe Larkin, Fergus McArdle, Paddy Williams, Aidan Gaughran, 
Oliver Quinn, Jack Murphy, Kay McErlean, Frank Keating and Harry Collins. Four members of that 
board had been involved in the 1972 rescue, Joe Larkin, Oliver Quinn, Jim Malone and Enda McGuill. 
Joe Larkin for two seasons had taken on the role of Chairman. Oliver Quinn had spent 9 years as 
Chairman during his 22-year period on the Board. Jim Malone’s service extended back to the 
Management Committee system that preceded the PLC—his first Committee stint had started in 
1955. For all but four years of the PLC’s 29-year existence he had been on its Board and had three 
terms as Club Chairman—1961-62, 1968 and 1972. Appointed Club President by the incoming 
Board, the demise of the PLC marked the end of Jim’s formal Board involvement, which had extended 
over 36 seasons. The last of the quartet, Enda McGuill, another ex-Club Chairman, was completing 22 
years unbroken Board service and by the time he would retire from active service his record would show 
28 seasons in harness. 

Other retiring Directors who had given long service to the club included Jim Reilly (1974-94), who 
would later become Club President, and another former Chairman Stephen Burns (1976-94), who 
would maintain his Board links with the new company throughout its 6-year existence. 


Dundalk PLC Board Members, 1966 - 1994 


Chairman 

Tom McGrath 

1966 

Vincent McKee 

1967 

Jim Malone 

1968.73 

John McLoughlin 

1969-70 

Joe Larkin 

1971-72 

Dee O’Kane 

1973 

Oliver Quinn 

1974-82 

Stephen Burns 

1983-84 

Enda McGuill 

1985-86 

Eamonn Hiney 

1987-94 

Secretary 

Paddy McCourt 

1966 

Norman Sudbury 

1967-68 

Dessie Casey 

1969-73 

Enda McGuill 

1974-77 

Mary Casey 

1978-80 

Elizabeth Duffy 

1981-1994 


Board Members 
Halpin,Peadar 
Kerr, Jim 
O’Meara, Jim 
McAllister, Paddy 
Duffy, Paddy 
McKeever, Gerry 
Tuohy, Liam 
McEvoy, Tommy 
Kieran, Ted 
McCann, Charlie 
McGuinness, Kevin 
McCann, Jack 
Willett, Pat 
Martin, Paddy 
Clarke, Frank 
Reilly, Jim 
McGarritty, Sean 


Murphy, Jack 
Treacy, Owen 
Martin, Paddy Jnr 
Ullbreacht, Uwe 
Gaughran, Aiden 
McArdle, Fergus 
Maguire, Gerry 
McErlean, Kay 
Henry, Jackie 
McCormick, Peter 
Keane, Padraig 
Williams, Paddy 
Keating, Frank 
Collins, Harry 


0 





- 1995-96 - 

Oriel Park was getting a major refit—tip-up seating, bars, renovated lights, new drainage system, 
new training pitch—but the new board s plans were disrupted by the weather, and it was the middle of 
September before the revamped Oriel was revealed, in a scoreless draw against Cork. Before that 
happened, Bellurgan and United Park had been the venues for home games in the League Cup, the 
UEFA Cup game against Malmo (lost 2-0) and the opening League fixture, a 2-1 loss, against Bohs. 

August 9th 1996, UEFA Cup, v, Malmo, United Park, Drogheda, (Lost 0-2) 

Van Boxtell, Coady, Britton, Doohan, Whelan, Futcher (Paul), McNulty, Kelly, Hanrahan, 
Withnell, B Byrne. 


Aug 23rd, Second Leg, Malmo, (Lost 0-2) 

Same starting line out. Subs used, Mick Byrne, Keith Long and Cesar Lopez. 

Stephen Napier replaced James Coll, Eddie Van Boxtel was in sole occupation of the no. 1 jersey, 
until John Connolly took over in February, and Joe Gallen had joined the championship winning 
forwards squad. Nine points from the opening nine League games was certainly not title-retaining 
form, but a 3-2 win over title contenders Pats, followed by back-to-back victories over Galway, was the 
start of a productive 23 points-from-10 games spell. The run terminated on the week end before the 
Cup break with a precious point in Sligo, after coming from behind three times in a 3-3 draw, all in 
spite of an early injury to Van Boxtel and his replacement by John Coady. 

At this stage, Brian Kerrs Pats had edged clear at the top with four teams waiting on any slip-ups 
(Bohs, Shels, Sligo and Dundalk), and the rest of the field beginning to lose touch. 

Oriel Park was the setting for a local Derby first round Cup-tie against the Jim McLaughlin-bossed 
Drogheda, only the third Cup meeting between the sides in the 30 years since the Boynesiders 
elevation to the League—Dundalk getting the better of the 1981 and 1987 fixtures. To the delight of 
the locals, in the £9,000 gate, Mick Doohan appeared to make it three out of three, when he scored 
with only 10 minutes remaining. Then with time running out it was the turn of the large Drogheda 
contingent to celebrate, when Colm Tresson gave Drogheda the equaliser. 

A week later, another £9,000 gate at United Park, saw a Cup thriller. The first half had everything 
bar goals. The second period was only a minute old, when Mick Byrne opened Dundalk’s account, but 
Drogheda would not be denied, and the ex-Oriel duo of Paul McLaughlin and Tom O’Sullivan 
combined to level the tie. It took extra time to break the deadlock, when Trevor Crolly got the decisive 
score, and the locals celebrated their first local derby Cup win. 

Unfortunately, for both clubs the rest of the season was sheer misery. After losing to ultimate Cup 
winners, Shels, in the next round, Drogheda saw a 14 point advantage over Athlone disappear by the 
season’s end and they were relegated, one point adrift of the Midlanders. 

Dundalk failed to win a game in the next two months and the victory over Derry on Dec 28th was 
the last time that the Carrick Road patrons were to celebrate with a win. Unlikely away victories over 
Shels and Derry stopped the rot. The 15 matches after the December win over Derry yielded just 11 
points. Thankfully, there were enough points in the bag from the early season form to avoid the relega¬ 
tion area. But the omens were not good and the crowds reflected the quick and alarming plummeting 
down the table. There was no stopping St Pats, and a 2-1 win at Oriel in the middle of April, clinched 
their fifth League title. 

The swing doors at Oriel Park, marked manager, were busy. Dermot Keely did not stay long after 
the Drogheda Cup defeat, and for the umpteenth time Tommy Connolly stepped into the breech. The 
season was barely finished, when another manager was in the hot seat, with the appointment of the 33- 
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year old John Hewitt as player-manager. Under Alex 
Ferguson at Aberdeen, he had a hatful of medals, 
including a European Cup-Winners Cup medal in 
1983. 
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- 1996-97 - 

Oh, how the mighty have fallen. 

For the second half of the season, the only issue to be resolved was whether the relegation play-off 
tenth place could be avoided? After three managers and 28 players (in the League alone), the answer 
was no, and the club was fighting for its Premier Division place, via the play-offs. 

There was no shortage of pre-season activity, which included visits from Aberdeen, Hearts and 
Liverpool. With a batch of Scottish players on board, qualification in the section group of the League 
Cup was followed by an opening day League win over reigning champs, St Pats—Ray Campbell 
making his debut. That ended the good news. 

The next 12 League games yielded eight points, a run that included a 5-0 hammering at Ballybofey 
against newly-promoted Finn Harps. Two of the Scots, Paul Patterson and Ian Nesbitt, left with a 
grand total of five League starts between them, to be replaced by a trio of Fintan McConville, Robbie 
Deveraux and Stephen Douglas. From the 1995 title winning team, only Tom McNulty, Mick Doohan, 
Brian Byrne, Peter Whitnell and joe Hanrahan were left. David Crawley took command of the no. 3 
shirt. 

By the half way stage. Home Farm and Bray were odds-on to be automatically relegated and 
Dundalk occupied the tenth spot. At the end of December, after a welcome win over fellow strugglers 
Shamrock Rovers, the two teams swapped places in the League, but it was only a temporary arrange¬ 
ment. After Christmas, there were only two wins, both over the doomed clubs, before the escape routes 
all closed. A meaningless last day win over Shels did not affect the final tenth and play-off spot. 

It was a relief, or so it seemed, when non-League Whitehall Rangers were drawn in the Cup. But on 
the tight home pitch, the Premier side got more than they bargained for, and came close to repeating 
previous disastrous Cup exits to unconsidered outsiders, escaping in a scoreless draw after extra time. 
The bigger pitch at Oriel for the replay was too much for the Leinster League side and three goals in 
double quick time ended the contest. In a 5-0 win, one each from Brendan Markey and Brian Byrne 
complemented Joe Gallens hat trick. 

A next round visit to Tolka to play title contenders, Shels, was not the ideal draw, but the Cup drew 
the best out of the team in a thriller. Brian Byrne opened the scoring after ten minutes, but a 
goalmouth melee saw Scottish keeper, Les Fridge, credited with an o.g. to leave the sides level at the 























whistle. There was no let-up in the pace or the excitement after the break. First Joe Gallen and then 
Stephen Geoghegan moved the scores to 2-2. Shels finally took the lead for the first time through a 
superb Mark Rutherford strike. Dundalk threw everything forward in pursuit of an equaliser but it was 
leading goal scorer, Geoghegan, who completed the 4-2 win for the ultimate Cup winners. A brave 
fight by Dundalk had come to nought and it was back to the League grind. But not before the 
departure of John Hewitt. His cause had not been helped by a thin squad, a lack of experience in the 
team after the big departures of the previous summer, injuries and his lack of knowledge of the local 
scene. 

Tommy Connolly took over for three games and managed two away wins over Bray and Home 
Farm, but he had no luck in the home game with Champions-elect, Derry, who took the three points 
thanks to a penalty in the last five minutes. The two wins raised hopes of escaping the dreaded play-off 
spot, but it was not to be. Even a new manager, ex-Cardiff City boss, Eddie May, made no difference— 
three points from his first six matches, including key losses to potential play-off candidates, UCD and 
Shamrock Rovers, confirmed what was clear all season. The points deficit against the other relegation 
possibles told the whole story—1-7 against UCD and 2-5 versus Finn Harps. 

Play-off opponents, Waterford, had been involved in an exciting race for the runner-up spot in the 
First Division, failing only on goal difference to catch Drogheda, who had dramatically collapsed on 
the run in, after looking like Champions at the two-thirds stage. Before the biggest home crowd of the 
season, many not sure if they were attending at a wake or a funeral, a new name entered the list of 
Dundalk legends. Jeff McNamara, an amateur, had been signed from Linfield specially for the play-off 
and his two goals, and one from Ray Campbell, gave the home team a 3-0 first leg cushion to bring to 
the RSC, Waterford a few days later. The First Division side won the second leg by a single goal, but 
McNamaras priceless brace had been enough. His Dundalk CV, played two, scored two, doesn’t even 
begin to tell of the significance and importance of his short sojourn. Twelve years unbroken member- 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1996-97 

Back: Michael O’Connor, Enda McGuill, Brendan Watters. 
Front: Nicholas Coffee, Elizabeth Duffy, John Byrne. 

Absent: ]\m McLaughlin, Kevin Dawe, Rita Quinn and Stephen Burns. 
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ship of the Premier Division had been saved —at least for 
another while. An appeal by Waterford, questioning the 
validity of McNamaras registration, was thrown out. 

The real damage this season was a serious deteriora¬ 
tion in the club’s financial position—the price for that 
was in the future. Now if signing a new centre forward 
could solve that problem!!!! 
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1997-98 


The closed season (why is it called ‘closed’?) was very much like any other, with the usual ingredi¬ 
ents of half-fact and speculation—tales of impending financial disaster, rumours of players being 
signed, sold, let go, brought back, the manager resigning. And the same old doubts—the club will fold, 
the players aren’t good enough, we’ll definitely go down this year, the board is lousy—and the same 
hopes—^we’ll get back into Europe, have a good Cup run, sell a player for a £1 million, maybe win the 
Lotto. 

In one respect the rumours appeared to be confirmed when Eddie May departed a couple of weeks 
before the season started, to manage Brentford City. Before leaving, he had enticed a couple of his 
former Cardiff City charges to come to Dundalk, goalkeeper Steve Williams, and midfielder Nathan 
Wigg. It took a bit of arm-twisting to convince Jim McLaughlin to come out of football management 
retirement to help get some kind of show on the road. His only 
condition was to insist on a joint role with Tommy Connolly, to which 
Tommy agreed. Both were made fully aware of the club’s precarious 
financial position and that barely half a squad was available. Undaunted, 
they quickly filled out the panel, adding Noel Melvin (ex Monaghan and 
Finn Harps), Paul Carlyle (brother of Hilary and League and League 
Cup winner with Derry) and Shane Reddish. The 26-year old Reddish 
had won a third Division Championship medal with Carlisle Utd. and 
had spent a period in the Norwegian First Division. 

Three big wins in the League Cup Section games against Monaghan, 

Longford and Drogheda were a dawdle for the new group, which yielded 
14 goals and two hat-tricks, one each from David Hoey and Peter 
Withnell. Kevin Brady was drafted in to fill one of the centre-back roles 
a couple of weeks into the season. The League programme opened with 
a trip to Cork on the last day in August and a 3-0 mauling, but things 
improved considerably over the next two months with an 8-match 
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unbeaten League run and a 2-1 defeat of Cork in the League Cup quarterfinal. Brian Byrne, Steve 
Williams and Ray Campbell were in magnificent form. In a cracker of a match against Shamrock 
Rovers, a late strike from Byrne stunned Rovers, and stole three points at the death, for the first League 
win. 

This was followed by three more wins against Finn Harps, Kilkenny and Derry. Derry were turned 
over at the Brandywell thanks to a late Mick Doohan special and at this stage comparisons were being 
drawn with the 94-95 Championship performances. A win against Drogheda would have sent Dundalk 
to the top of the League table, but alas, Brian Irwins goal, seconds from time, put paid to that prospect, 
and proved to be a turning point in Dundalk’s season. On the following weekend, Pats early confidence 
and swagger disappeared in the face of a great fight-back—after the introduction of Ray McCoy—and 
were lucky to hold on to their 1-0 lead. This was followed immediately by back-to-back losses against 
Shels. After defeating Finn Harps at the end of December there was a respectable fifth place in the 
table, a full thirteen points clear of the third last play-off spot, held by UCD. Kilkenny City (5 points) 
and Drogheda (4 points) were already doomed. 

The New Year was a disaster, and in eight matches from Jan 15th until Feb 28th, just one single 
goal was scored. Ian Ferguson, ex-Glasgow Rangers, was signed to improve the strike force but a Cup 
injury ended that experiment. The loss of Ray McCoy in January did not help the cause. The goal- 
famine run included a Cup 0-0 draw and 2-0 replay loss against Shels. The final League run-in got a bit 
nervy but a lucky win in Kilkenny on St Patrick’s Day and successive home wins over Harps and 
Kilkenny did the trick. 

There was one last piece of Oriel Park drama in the final match of the season against table toppers 
Shels, two points clear of Pat Dolan’s St Pats, who were finishing their season with a trip to Kilkenny. 
Not for the first time. Oriel turned out to be a last day graveyard for title favourites and, in front of a 
live television audience, a stunning home performance was capped by two excellent second half goals 
from David Ward and Brian Byrne. A late consolation goal at Oriel from Stephen Geoghegan was not 
enough. It took Pats 80 minutes to secure their winner at Buckley Park, and in taking the 
Championship they set a new Premier points record of 68, and were undefeated in their 17 away 
games. 

For Jim McLaughlin and Tommy Connolly a respectable sixth place finish disguised two contrast¬ 
ing possibilities, the anxious season end when the play-off spot got too close for comfort, and yet the 
closeness of qualification to compete in Europe. In fact, but for a single point gained in three clashes 
with bottom club, Drogheda, (whose only two victories came in the local derbies), the seven point 
deficit against Inter Toto qualifiers. Shamrock Rovers, could have been bridged. 

A peculiar season, starting in early August with no manager, little cash, and a squad predominantly 
comprising untested local youngsters -and every prospect of relegation. During the season, Steve 
Williams and Brian Byrne emerged as two of the League’s outstanding players, David Crawley and 
David Hoey had genuine claims as the most promising youngsters, and David Ward gave outstanding 
performances in the last two matches against title contenders Pats and Shels. And for a couple of weeks, 
at least, there was the glittering prospect of a return to Europe. 

However, the financial model in which the club was operating held little hope of acquiring the 
squad required to match the emerging top-six club, the four Dublin teams plus Cork and Derry. The 
gap between annual outlays (overheads, pay costs and debt servicing costs) and football-related income 
(gate receipts, sponsorship, advertising, bar profits) could only be bridged by intensive fund raising. As 
a result, the management of the club’s financial affairs was high wire stuff where one false move ran the 
risk of losing everything. One of the critical factors was the need to jack up gate receipts, but atten¬ 
dances had settled at between 600 and 800, and that was simply not enough to support the kind of pay 
bill required to significantly boost the playing staff. In any event, even an extra 250 paying customers 
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per game would barely be sufficient to cover the average pay per player on the books of the Dublin 
clubs. 

At an open meeting with supporters, Jim McLaughlin disclosed that he and Nobby Quinn had 
approached a player and were astonished at his demands—£30,000 signing on fee and £350 per week. 
On a two-year contract his effective weekly pay would be £750. It was also disclosed that the annual 
costs were now £350,000 and that gates and season ticket sales (aggregating to £55,000) represented a 
mere 15% of the income required to break even. Furthermore, a case could be made that any surplus 
funds (if the club should be so lucky!) would be better invested in the School of Excellence and 
improving the ground facilities. 

In the circumstances, the realistic target for the club was survival in the Premier Division— 
anything better was a bonus. 

The Board of the club during the season was Enda McGuill (Chairman), John Byrne (Vice Ch.), 
Elizabeth Duffy (Sec.), Paddy Malone (Treas.), Jim Murphy (Financial Controller), Stephen Burns, 
Nicky Coffee, Michael O’Connor and Brendan Watters. Three new directors joined shortly after the 
end of the season, Phil Flynn, Nobby Quinn and Willie Duffy. 

In July, Enda McCuill, club chairman since the 1994 rescue package and a Board member since 
1972, stood down and in his place, Phil Flynn, became the twentieth Club Chairman since James 
McCarthy in 1925, and Willie Duffy was elected Vice Chairman. 


• October 5th, 1997, was a special occasion at Oriel Park, when Drogheda and Dundalk 
competed for the Jim Malone Memorial Perpetual Cup, commemorating a man whose 
association with the club spanned a period of 65 years, right back to his days as a supporter 
at the Athletic Grounds in the early 1930s. Jim joined the Supporters Club in 1938, was 
first elected to the club committee in 1955, had two spells as Chairman (1961-63 and 
1973-74), and had 21 years service on the FAI council, for which he was honoured by 
being elected an honorary life member. In 1995, after the club had been taken over by the 
new group, he was appointed Club President, in recognition of his extraordinary and near 
life-long contribution to the club’s affairs. 


Jimmy Roe brought one piece of silverware to 
had a comprehensive victory in the Dublin 
squad—Michael McKeown, Brendan 
Begley, David Martin, Geoffrey McArdle, 

Paul McArdle, Gavin Kelly, Gavin Watters, 
Alan McCeogh, Padraig Staunton, Brian 
Johnston, Gavin Toner, Mark McCann, 
Mark Connolly, Duane Crosby, Paul Gore. 


the Garrick Road when his Under-17 team 
League Championship with the following 
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1997-98 RESERVES 

Back: Par McCrystal (Asst. Man.), Derek Delaney, Willie Crawley (Man.), Carl White, Michael McKeown, Padraig 
Gollogley, David Ward, Gareth Crawley, Joe McEvoy. 

Front: Paul Gore, Niall O’Hagan, Marty McLaughlin, David Martin, Gavin Kelly, Mark McCann, John Sharkey. 



1997-98 UNDER-18 SQUAD 

Back: Gareth Crawley, Marty McLaughlin, Vincent McKevitt, Gerard Ward, Gareth Murphy, Michael Woods, 

Robert Nash, Carl White. 

Front: ]ot McEvoy, Niall O’Hagan, Declan McGeeney, Paddy Quinn, Barry Murphy, David Ward, Paul Burke. 
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1998-99 


Relegation 

The club lost its top-flight status for the first time in its 73-year history and was heading for the 
strange territory of the First Division. The slow decline of the club as a football power, which started in 
the early 90s, had been masked by the unexpected Championship win of 1994-95. Even in that season, 
match attendances told more of the state of affairs than did the winning of the title. 

The League Cup section games in August against Longford (0-0), Drogheda (0-0) and Monaghan 
(1 -1) gave an early signal of the problems that lay ahead, and the season s outcome of 23 League goals 
pinpointed the lack of firepower—in half of the games the team failed to register a score. 

The year was bedevilled by injuries to key players, a rash of suspensions and the release of several 
key players at the end of November, in an attempt to head off a financial crisis. Unfortunately, the 
Board unveiled its cutbacks immediately after a stunning Oriel Park 2-0 win over defending 
champions, and Champions elect, St Patricks Athletic. 

A break down of the League table tells its own story. 

W D L Pnts Position 

First 9 games 0 3 6 3 12th (Last) 

Next 14 games 6 5 3 23 Equal 7th 

Last 10 games 0 1 9 112th and Last 

Perversely, the mid season comeback came in the middle of the financial crisis and even in mid- 
March there was every prospect of escaping. Eight successive and depressing losses, almost all by a 
single goal margin, determined otherwise. 

A triple-decker first round Cup-tie against First Division Limerick was finally settled by a David 
Martin goal, but Derry proved too strong at the Brandvwell in the next round. 


The Cooperative Movement 

In the weeks following the club’s bombshell announcement at the end of November of its financial 
problems, there were a number of developments. Through the medium of both local and national 
newspapers and TV, a number of the club’s spokesmen, in a concerted manner, fully elaborated on the 
issues facing the club, making it clear that, while the short term future of the club was not in doubt, the 
long term drift was downwards. The cost of the club’s activities—four teams, the School of Excellence, 
the stadium—was not being covered by the income being generated on a yearly basis. 

Meanwhile, a letter published in the local press from former director, Aiden Gaughran, advocating 
the organisation of a Co-op to take charge of the club’s affairs, had generated considerable debate and 
interest. He suggested that in order to be successful, such a movement should target a membership of 
4,000 each paying a subscription of £100—a war chest of £400,000. A steering committee was set up 
to explore the possibility and the noises coming back from the Board were positive. If the response to 
the club’s plight demonstrated that the townspeople did care about the future of the club, and if that 
care were converted into a meaningful investment, the Board would facilitate a new group by standing 
aside. The Co-op movement provided the vehicle for channelling the available support and at a public 
meeting held in May 1999 in the Town Hall, a steering group under the Chairmanship of Aiden 
Gaughran launched its Share Plan. For £100 per share, supporters were invited to become Co-op 
Shareholders, to have a say in how the club was to be run, to forge a closer relationship between the 
club and the community, and to create a larger support base for the club. The next 12 months would 







be devoted to developing and promoting the concept. Time would tell if the expressions of support 
would be matched by a sufficient level of financial commitment to warrant pursuing the objective of 
taking responsibility for the clubs affairs. 


Calendar of an 'Evenful Season. 

Sept 6th. In a simple but moving dedication ceremony, the ‘back pitch’ was officially opened and 
given its title of the Eamonn Hiney Park. It was fitting that the Park would forever recall the man who 
ensured that the concept of a training academy for the youth of the area did not join other concepts in 
that bulging wastebasket labelled ‘promises’. Without its own grounds, the concept would have been 
stillborn, but Eamonn made sure that this essential requirement was put in place. Notwithstanding the 
club’s financial problems during his term as Chairman, he had completed the initial land purchase and 
his leadership and enthusiasm had drawn others to join in the venture. 

Sept 10th A David Ward goal secures the first point of the season, in a 1-1 draw with Shamrock 
Rovers, but the real story was about the ‘hole-in-the-net’ goal. Derek Treacy appeared to score with a 
ball that just squeezed in by the butt of the post—but reappeared at the back of the goals and outside 
the netting. After vehement protests by the Rovers players, the referee’s inspection found a hole in the 
netting, but he was unable to establish if the ball had passed through the hole and gave a kick out. A 
precious point, but an embarrassing episode. 

Sept 20th. The club’s first Race Day at the Curragh was an outstanding organisational success, even 
if the profits of £30,000 fell well below the hoped for £50,000. 

Oct 29th. Goals from Lee Thew and Shane Reddish secured the first win of the year by 2-0 over 
UCD. 


Nov 7th and 12th. Back to back 0-0 draws with Finn Harps saw David Capper (ex Sheffield 
United) coming in for the injured Noel Melvin. 

Nov 26th. St Pats, 25 points higher in the table, fell to a marvellous 
team performance. Withnell and McNulty supplied the goals—the 
Board’s post-match announcement of cutbacks supplied the sourness. 

Paul Doolin, Mick Doohan and Peter Withnell departed. 

Dec 20th. A great 1-0 win at the Brandywell, on a night when Steve 
Williams celebrated his 50th League game with a magnificent display, 
including a penalty save, Padraig Gollogley made his League debut and 
Tom McNulty scored his 40th League goal. For the first time, the team 
had crept out of the bottom two spots—just. But a week later, Mick 
Doohan came back to haunt Dundalk, by scoring the only goal in a drab 
loss to Bray. 

Feb 11th. An excellent unbeaten 18-day spell, which delivered ten 
points from four games, terminated with a 3-2 win over Sligo, opening a 
seven point gap against the bottom two. Brian Byrne was welcomed 

back from injury, but sadly, this was the last win of the season. In the remaining ten games, a great 
recovery by Waterford saw them to safety with 23 points from a maximum of 30, while Sligo’s 15 
points was enough to secure their ticket. 

May 1st. After 27 years, Jim McLaughlin took his final bow from club management against Finn 
Harps, in the last League match of the season at Ballybofey, and the occasion was marked by a presenta¬ 
tion from the local club. His last team sheet read—Williams, Reddish, Crawley, McNulty, Brady, 
Melvin, Campbell, McGinnitty (Harte 75mins), Hoey (Fortune, 66min), Martin (Brennan 75 min) 
and Ward. 



Mick Doohan 
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Eamonn Hiney Park Dedication Sept. 6th 1998 












May 5th Co-op Steering committee public meeting in the Town Hall. 

Aug 5th 1999. The Dunfield project is announced at a press conference at Windsor Park, attended 
by Seamus Keelan, Chairman Dundalk Urban District Council, and the Lord Mayor of Belfast. 


Dunfield 

On August 5th, 1999, at Windsor Park, Belfast, Linfield FC and Dundalk FC made the historic 
announcement of the implementation of the Dunfield project, with the objective of encouraging cross- 
border and cross-community contacts among young boys and girls through the medium of football. 
With the aid of a 90% grant from Co-operation Ireland, the two clubs committed themselves to a 
programme of football related activities over the following 12 months, at a projected cost of 
Stg£ 163,000, designed to facilitate the development of meaningful and lasting relationships and under¬ 
standings. 

The idea for the venture, linking the two clubs in this unique way, had been born out of the 
growing friendships and contacts between the two clubs over the previous couple of seasons and grew 
spontaneously from these contacts. The two clubs had exchanged many visits in the 50 years between 
1929 and 1979. It had been seventy years since Joe Bambrick had been the star attraction for the 1929- 
30 friendly at the Athletic Grounds and twenty years had passed since the worst scenes of violence ever 
witnessed at a national league grounds, during the 1979 European Cup game in August 1979. 

A few weeks after the launch, that violence seemed like a very distant memory when the first 
project materialised and a Dunfield team, combining players from the two clubs youth squads, took 
part in the Sport Against Racism in Ireland s annual Multi-Cultural Sports Festival at Blackball Place, 
Dublin. Joint managers of that first team were Brian Carothers and Tommy Connolly. 

In its first year, the venture was organised through a new company—Dunfield FC—comprising 
four representatives from each club. Dundalk’s four consisted of Phil Flynn, Willie Duffy, Nobby 
Quinn and Jim Murphy. Another key member of the group who had helped in the setting up of the 
venture was Enda McGuill, whose contacts, particularly with Linfield’s secretary, Derek Brooks, had 
been crucial during the period when the idea grew to fruition. 

The success of the venture in its initial year resulted in a second and expanded programme. During 
its two years, more than 100 specific activities were mounted, split between Dundalk and Belfast, 
covering participants from every schoolboy’s team in the Dundalk area, and all age groups from nine 
year olds upwards. 


A New Dugout Team 

A completely new team were appointed to take charge of team affairs for the first sojourn to the 
First Division; Manager Terry Eviston, Assistant Ollie Ralph, Reserves Jimmy Roe, Youths Wally 
Murphy, Reserves and Youths Coordinator Des Weir. Tommy Connolly took charge of the School of 
Excellence and later would assume responsibility as Coordinator for the Dunfield Project. 

Terry Eviston was no stranger to Oriel Park, having spent seven successful seasons there from 1986- 
87 to 1992-93 and togging out in 224 games. A member of the 87-88 Double winning squad, he had 
also been on the 90-91 Championship team. In 23 League seasons, finishing in 97-98 with Cobh, with 
6 clubs (Home Farm, Bohs, Shamrock Rovers twice, Athlone twice, Dundalk and Cobh), he had 
clocked up 486 League games alone and scored 101 League goals. His League Championship medal 
collection was six, four wins (two each with Dundalk and Shamrock Rovers) and two runners-up 
honours. Before coming to Dundalk, he had management stints at Rovers and Athlone Town. Nor did 
Ollie Ralph need an introduction to Dundalk fans. A member of the 81-82 Championship winning 
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team, Ollie went to NewryTown in 1983 and had obliterated all of their goal scoring records, finishing 
with a career total of over 300 goals. He netted 42 in the 89-90 season, and was acclaimed the PFA 
Player of the Year. In the 97-98 season, he was part of a Dundalk quartet, which delivered Newry s first 
Irish League First Division title—^Joe Rice, Chairman, Ollie joint manager, Dessie Gorman and John 
Whyte. 

In preparation for the next season, the new group 
set up the most active pre-season programme seen in 
years with eight matches in the space of four weeks 
against Drogheda (H, 0-0), Bohemians (H, 0-2), 

Dundee Utd. (H, 0-2), Armagh City (A, 2-1), Linfield 
(A, 0-4), Aer Lingus (A, 1-1), Cliftonville (H, 1-1) and 
Rock Celtic (A, 4-1). 
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Goals 


Martin, David 
Ward, David 
Withnell. Peter 
Thew, Lee 
McNulty, Tom 
Reddish, Shane 
Hoey, David 
Harte, Michael 
Brennan, John 
Campbell, Ray 
Crawley, David 
Fortune, Colin 
Sharkey John 
Byrne, Brian 


TOT L FAI AO 


Total 


1 


31 23 


- 1999-00 - 

Welcome to the brave new world of the First Division, with an opening day visit from St Francis 
and a team that reflected the new realities—Brendan Murphy, John Whyte, David Crawley, Padraig 
Gollogley, Noel Melvin, Peter Finn (David Hoey), Tom McNulty, John Sharkey, Michael Harte (Derek 
Delaney), David Ward and Mark Reid. There could be no excuses, not when you own possession for 
virtually the entire match, miss a penalty and fall to a sucker punch three minutes into injury time 
against a team which had won two from its 36 League matches in the previous season. A nightmare 
start? Not quite, but it quickly turned into one with a single win in five League games, and a League 
Cup loss to Longford thrown into the bargain. 

Limerick, with only ten men, came back from a goal down and, like St Francis, got their winner in 
the 93rd minute. Monaghan waited until the 90th minute with a 30-yard free from Roy Fox. The 
sequence was only broken when three points were taken away from home against the winless Kilkenny. 
After the fifth series of games, Dundalk, with the help of Athlone, were propping up the table. 

The recovery was jump-started by David Ward, whose single goals wrapped up all the points 
against Cobh and Athlone Town. He continued to score, and the points kept accumulating, in a six 
wins in a row sequence. For the second series visit to John Hyland Park against St Francis, John 
Flanagan got in on the act with a hat-trick. By the end of November, Dundalk and Bray were joint 
leaders, Longford with a game in hand were three points adrift and also with a game in hand were 
Kilkenny, four points behind the leaders. The battle for honours would rest between these four. 

Kilkenny’s recovery was equally impressive and included taking three points off Limerick after a 3-2 
victory at Buckley Park in the middle of November. There was nothing remarkable about the result or 
the game, and the news reports mentioned in passing that Kilkenny’s line-out had a player making his 
debut, one Fran Carter. Within a short time, the League officials announced that Fran Carter was not 
properly registered and, in accordance with the rules, Kilkenny were deducted three points for the use 
























of an illegal player. It transpired that the signature on his registration form was not that of the player 
himself and the discrepancy was noticed when compared with a previous registration for the same 
player. Kilkenny admitted to the forgery, and the sanction of a three points fine was applied. This was 
not the first, nor as events would show two years later, the last time that this rule would be applied. It 
was an open and shut case or so everyone thought. However, that did not end the Cartergate Affair and 
before the year was out the public at large were exposed to some mind-boggling bungling by the League 
Authorities, which would see the matter finally settled in the High Court. But more about that later, 
there were football matters to be sorted out. 

With five matches remaining the top three were inseparable—Longford and Bray on 61 points and 
Dundalk on 60, with Kilkenny a long way back on 51. Dundalk’s real concern was a lower strike rate 
than all the other contenders. David Ward had a purple patch from the middle of September but then 
dried up. Tony Izzi arrived in the New Year and finished leading marksman, playing in less than half 
the matches. Furthermore, home form (6 losses) was not matching an excellent away record (3 losses to 
date) and yet, the road was open for promotion or at worst a place in the play-off. The visit to 
Gortakeegan at the end of March was the first potential banana skin on the run in. Second from the 
bottom Monaghan were up for this one and a fractious encounter, which saw Dundalk twice in the 
lead and receive two yellow cards for John Whyte and Paul Campbell, finished 3-2 in the home favour, 
and give them their third season victory in the local derbies. The only consolation was Longford’s 2-1 
home loss to St Francis. 

But there was no consolation after a dismal performance on the next weekend in a 1-1 draw against 
Cobh at Oriel, followed by a scoreless draw in Athlone, virtually ceding the two promotion spots to 
Bray and Longford, barring a miracle. 

Worse news was to follow with the announcement of the result of Kilkenny’s appeal against the 
three-point penalty imposed in December. Inexplicably, a full five months after the offence occurred, 
and with only two weeks to the end of the season, the arbitrator Mr Milo Corcoran from Waterford, 
Vice-President of the FAl, (and in time to be President), reversed the earlier decision and ordered the 
match between Kilkenny and Limerick to be replayed!!!!! Every junior and schoolboy team in the juris¬ 
diction of the FAl were bound by strict registration rules, with clear penalties imposed for breaches— 
but, according to the ruling of its Vice-President, these rules and penalties were to be set aside, 
specifically for Kilkenny. No explanation was offered as to the reasons for this about-face or to any 
special circumstances that made the Carter forger)^ case different or warranted this unique judgment. 
Nowhere in the rulebook was there provision for a match to be replayed. The decision, and the process 
by which it came about, stank to high heaven. 

Dundalk now had two battles on their hands, and first up was League leaders Bray at Oriel Park. A 
win for the Seasiders would guarantee them the title, while a point would gain automatic promotion. 
In the 85th minute, Anto Reilly, minutes after replacing David Ward, broke the deadlock but with over 
four minutes injury time played, the referee gave a debateable free kick to the visitors 25 yards from 
goal. A single touch and a scorcher to the bottom of the net sparked wild celebrations in the Bray 
camp—and utter dejection amongst the home following. 

The issue of the winner of the play-off spot would not be determined until the last weekend. The 
League officials were praying that these results alone would settle the affair and get them off the hook— 
a hook entirely of their own creation. Dundalk’s final day win over Home Farm (courtesy of a David 
Crawley penalty five minutes from time) was matched by Kilkenny 
defeating Monaghan at Gortakeegan, to leave Kilkenny with a one- 
point advantage. 

The League officials immediately announced the promotion- 
relegation play-off matches between Waterford, in third last place in 


League 99-00 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pnts 

Bray Wanderers 

21 

9 

6 

69 

38 

72 

Longford Town 

21 

7 

8 

71 

40 

70 

Kilkenny City 

20 

7 

9 

65 

34 

67 

Dundalk 

20 

6 

10 

50 

31 

66 


384 







the Premier Division, and Kilkenny for the following week, leaving Dundalk with no choice but to 
head for the Courts. Even attempts to broker a play-off between Dundalk and Kilkenny, to avoid the 
Courts, were not actively encouraged or pursued by the League officials. They sat on their hands and 
seemed content to allow the clubs to sort out the Leagues mess in the courts—the scene of the last act 
in the farce. 

To a layman the case seemed very simple. The facts were not denied and the rulebook had been 
applied. To the High Court judge they were equally simple—he apparently saw nothing wrong in a 
forged registration and he denied Dundalk’s appeal to have the original ruling restored. That closed the 
matter and nobody outside Dundalk seemed concerned. There were no enraged statements by the other 
clubs—nobody demanded fair play, or equity, or natural justice, or spoke of integrity, or foresaw the 
vista been opened by the precedent being set. If they did, they all kept their thoughts to themselves. 
These kinds of words and fine principles would be reserved until another day and another registration 
debacle (about eighteen months down the road), when self-interest would be at stake. There were no 
demands for a major review of either the registration or the arbitration procedures. All of the guilty 
parties got off scot-free—the only innocent and guiltless party, Dundalk FC and its followers, paid the 
complete price. 

Did the League officials learn anything? Do they ever? Did anyone fall on their sword? Were 
officials drummed out of office? Was there a whispering campaign to thwart the ambitions of the 
bunglers and the fixers? Or is that kind of treatment reserved for those visionaries who have a dream to 
build a home for Association football and for those who endeavour to drag the Association screaming 
into the modern era? Sadly, as the events of the following couple of years would amply demonstrate, 
ineptness, inefficiency, cuteness, and the ability to be quick-footed when a mess appears, are the prereq¬ 
uisites for high office in the corridors of Merrion Square. There are no vacancies for the dreamers and 
the doers, and those who encourage, advocate or threaten to implement real change, are to be watched. 
They’re dangerous. 
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After 14 seasons, Tom McNulty called a halt to his Dundalk career. Over 476 club games, Mighty Mac 
had left his mark, not least on the destination of a handful of League Championships. 


14 SEASONS WITH DuNDALK 

1984-85 TO 86-87 and 1989-90 TO 1999-00 

Appearances 

TOT LGE FAI LC EU AO 

Goals 

ALL LGE 

Dundalk 476 i 371 i 35 42 4 ; 24 

Finn Harps 54 i 45 4 5 ; 

46 40 

6 ; 5 

Total 527 ; 416 39 47 4 ; 24 

52 45 



386 


Jimmy Roe with Supporter of the Year Vincent Cranny. 
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The Co-op—Another New Era 


Discussions between representatives of the Co-op and of the Board of the Club, commenced in the 
middle of January 2000 and by late February had been satisfactorily concluded. It remained only for 
the Shareholders of the Company to give their approval, and at the end of March 2000 the legal 
niceties were completed. The existing Board resigned, and Representatives of the Co-op, under the 
Chairmanship of Des Denning, took control on an interim basis, pending the holding of elections in 
accordance with a new constitution, with a Board consisting of: Des Denning (Chairman), Aiden 
Gaughran (Vice-Ch.), Elizabeth Duffy (Sec.), John Savage (Fin. Controller), Tony O’Kane (FAI 
Representative), Jim Reilly (League Rep.), John Byrne, John Kennedy, James Murphy and Frank 
Keating. There were five remaining League games at the point of handover, starting with the Monaghan 
game on March 26th. 

At the time of the change, the debts of the club were approx £350,000, the majority of which had 
been restructured over the previous eighteen months from predominantly short-term and life threaten¬ 
ing creditors into longer term mortgaged loans. 

The real problem was not the size of its debts, but one that had beset the club since the beginning 
of the 1990s—normal income on a year-by-year basis was substantially lower than annual costs. This 
problem would not be solved by a one-time share-raising scheme—two such programmes since 1995 
had saved the club already, but the fundamental mismatch between costs and revenues remained. 

The real hope for the future was that the broad-based nature of the Co-op, and the sense of 
ownership implicit in its appeal, would help to correct that imbalance. 

During its six years in existence (1994-95 to 1999-00) the following served on the Management 
Board: 


Dundalk Football Club Interim, 1994 - 2000 


6 Years 

Enda McGuill (Chairman 4 Years) 

2 Years James McGuill 


Stephen Burns 

Terry Boyle 


Brendan Watters 

Paddy Smith 


Elizabeth Duffy (Secretary) 

Mark Quinn 

5 Years 

Nicky Coffee 

Willy Duffy 

3 Years 

Kevin Dawe (Treas. first 3years) 

Nobby Quinn 


Paddy Malone (Treas. last 3 years) 

Phil Flynn (Chairman.) 


Jim Murphy (Fin. Controller last 3) 
John Byrne 

1 Year Rita Quinn 


Michael O'Connor 

Jim McLaughlin 

]im Malone was President for first 3 years 

Jim Reilly was President for the last 2 years 

Gerry Gover 

Cathal Mulholland 


For life long supporter Enda McGuill, the handover to the Coop marked the end of a club career 
that had started in 1972 and which, along the way, incorporated the varying roles of secretary, PRO, 
two stints as Chairman, League and FAI representative, fundraiser—and just about every other position 
required in a football club. No job was too small or too big for Enda—the needs of the club were all 
that mattered to him. His motto was a simple one—it was always the clubs interests that motivated his 
every action, and his leading roles in two salvage operations, in 1972 and again in 1994, were typical of 
the man and crucial to the survival of the club. 







Like many Dundalk men before him, the League of Ireland recognised his unique talents and for 
three years, from 1987, he acted as League President. Shortly after his resignation from club affairs, he 
was doubly honoured on the occasion of the Leagues AGM—for completing 25 years service to the 
Association and as a further complement he was named Honorary Life President of the Eircom League. 
After his death in Nov 2001, came further honour, when the League inaugurated the Enda McGuill 
Under-21 League Cup. 

Another New Manager 

For almost 20 years up to the mid 1980s, the club had used the experienced English League player- 
manager type (Alan Fox, John Smith, Jim McLaughlin, John Dempsey) in selecting its manager. The 
arrival of Turlough O’Connor set a new template—the returned ex-hero who had already cut his 
eyeteeth in management. Apart from the John Hewitt experience, and the half dozen periods when 
Tommy Connolly held the fort, the new breed followed the O’Connor template with Dermot Keely 
and, more recently, Terry Eviston. Now it was the turn of Martin Murray. Only sixteen years of age 
when he burst on to the League of Ireland scene under Dave Bacuzzi at Home Farm, winning a Cup 
medal in 1975, his cultured play attracted cross-channel attention and he spent four years at Everton. 
Medical problems had forced him to abandon a full time career and he returned to Ireland, first with 
Home Farm and later Drogheda, where he was the recipient of the PFA Player of the Year Award. 
Tommy Connolly took him to Oriel Park for the 1984-85 season and over the next six years he was the 
midfield general, clocking up 217 club appearances before departing at the end of the 1989-90 season. 
After a short stint at St Pats, he moved to Crusaders, picking up two Irish League Championship 
medals and for the previous three years had been Crusader’s club manager. He quickly confirmed Ollie 
Ralph as his assistant and lost no time in starting to assemble his new squad, with the announcement 
that the sought-after Martin Reilly was teaming up with him again, having been on the Crusader’s staff. 


- 2000-01 - 

July was getting-to-know-you month, starting with four games in the AALSA tournament against 
Leinster League opposition, and the Pat O’Meara Memorial trophy was brought home to Oriel after 
defeating FLS, with a Golden goal winner from Paddy Quinn. 

Northampton, Crusaders, Crewe Alexandra and Shamrock Rovers provided more serious workouts 
in advance of the opening. League game at Hogan Park, Limerick where a whole batch of new players 
featured in the line out—Brendan McKenna, Ian Hill, David Crawley (Capt.), Padraig Gollogley, 
Aaron Callaghan, Liam Dunne, John Flanagan, Martin Reilly, David Ward, Greg O’Dowd and Brian 
Morrisroe. Brian McKenna, who had been on the losing Finn Harps team in the 1999 Cup final in a 
triple-decker to Bray Wanderers, and John Connolly, would compete for the custodian’s jersey, as they 
had done ten years previously for the Irish Under-21 squad. Liam Dunne’s three Under-21 caps were 
earned at the same time, after he had transferred from Bohemians to St Johnstone, where he spent two 
seasons and had made 25 Scottish Premier appearances. In recent years he had been a teammate of 
Martin Murray’s at Crusaders. The 34-year old Aaron Callaghan was another with Irish Under-21 
experience and his last cap had been in 1986 at Oriel Park against Scotland, in the company of Denis 
Irwin, Niall Quinn and Pat Dolan. In ten English League seasons, he had accumulated 233 match 
appearances, and like Dunne, had been a teammate of Martin Murray’s at Crusaders. 35-year old Ian 
Hill provided further experience, with almost 200 National League appearances. 

In a near repeat of the previous year’s opener, the referee at Limerick issued three red cards to the 
visitors, first to Gollogley (shortly after the home side had taken the lead), followed quickly by manager 





Murray for arguing with a lineman, and finally Dunne (15 minutes remaining). Martin Reilly’s 
equaliser, shortly after the break, earned a point, but it called for some resolute defending from the nine 
men. 

There was a solid start through the first third of the 36-match League programme, by which stage 
full points had been conceded only once, at the Sligo Showground’s. Yet, the 25 points in the bag were 
a full five points off the pace, set by the undefeated Athlone. There was a plentiful supply of goals, 24 
in 12 games, and David Ward (5) and Martin Reilly (4) were the main suppliers. It took a great half 
volley from Ward to secure a precious away point against leaders Athlone in mid-September. But poor 
defending that allowed the visitors get an equaliser three minutes from time undid his two superb goals 
against Cobh at Oriel. Another draw, for the third week running, saw another battle with Limerick and 
again Dundalk finished with nine men—but this time Derek Delaney saved the point with little time 
remaining. 

Against the managerless St Francis, the poor form continued in spite of the 6-2 winning margin. 
The bonus of a goal within 20 seconds from Greg O’Dowd was thrown away and after an hour’s play 
the Saints were in the lead. The late five-goal avalanche flattered Dundalk. The l-O win over Drogheda 
was gifted by poor goalkeeping, and although Monaghan got the better of the late October clash, a 
lucky point was banked. 

The squad was strengthened with the addition of Donal Broughan, Tommy Byrne and Eoin 
Mullen, and Broughan delivered a quick dividend, earning a share of the spoils at Waterford in a much- 
improved display. A week later he was on the score sheet again, in a 3-1 win over another promotion 
rival, Sligo. But this was followed by undoubtedly the worst display of the season, going down 2-1 to 
Home Farm at Whitehall. 

Athlone were now 8 points clear and threatening to have the title wrapped up long before the end. 
Their visit to Oriel in late November was crucial. Before the largest crowd of the season, Dundalk’s 
early season form came back with a bang and they ripped the Midlanders apart with goals from 
Broughan and the two Reilly’s, completing a comprehensive 3-0 win. Unfortunately, and despite Anto 
Reilly’s first half goal, Dundalk collapsed in Cobh after the break, ceding three goals in a 3-2 loss. The 
halfway point had now been reached and Athlone (41 points) had restored their eight-point advantage 
over Dundalk (33), while Waterford (32), Monaghan (30 and a game in hand) and Sligo (26 and a 
game in hand) were all nursing genuine promotion ambitions. 

The second half started with a romp against St Francis and a 7-goal early Christmas present, topped 
up on December 22nd with a 3-0 win at Drogheda, making a hat-trick of wins over local rivals. After 
two League draws, Limerick were finally overcome in the FAI first round tie at Oriel, the goals coming 
from David Hoey, his first of the season, John Flanagan and Martin Reilly. Waterford were proving one 
of the best football teams in the division and an evenly contested game was settled with eight minutes 
remaining, by John Flanagan, keeping one of the main contenders at bay. 

A week later in Sligo a battling point, earned by a Martin Reilly strike in the 90th minute, was 
equally important against another promotion rival. But it was all thrown away on the next weekend 
when the 10-match unbeaten record at home went by the boards in a spiritless 1-0 loss to Home Farm. 

John Ryan made his debut at Oriel against Monaghan, who were outplayed but looked like going 
home with a point until Martin Reilly struck as the referee was looking at his watch, to snatch all the 
points. Athlone had been going through a sticky patch before the key St Mels clash in early February 
and finally lost their League leadership to a great Dundalk performance, coming from behind and 
taking all the spoils when John Ryan’s first goal for the club came in the 88th minute, to the delight of 
the large travelling support. 

Limerick were turning out to be a bit of a bogey and they came to the Carrick Road with a 
defensive set-up, and got a scoreless draw. The first and only win this season over Cobh was not easily 
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achieved. Two up and coasting at the break, there was no warning of the collapse that lay ahead, 
conceding two goals, which might have been more, before a brilliant late effort in the 89th minute 
from Martin Reilly stole all the points. 

At this stage the country was gripped by the foot and mouth crisis and, amidst increasing calls to 
extend the safety measures even further, there were serious question marks over all sports fixtures, but 
particularly those involving participants and spectators from the most affected areas. With the Cooley 
Peninsula already sealed, any extension of the controls would inevitably include Dundalk. Before 
further regulations put a temporary halt to the League programme, Dundalk played one last fixture on 
February 23rd, failing badly to take more than a point from St Francis. After 28 matches the table 
read—Dundalk 54 points, Athlone 50, Waterford 47 (played 29), Sligo 46 (played 26) and Monaghan 
44 (played 27). It was still too close to call and in the eight remaining games, Dundalk had to play each 
of the main contenders. 

While all this was going on, the saga of Dundalk’s FAI Cup involvement was unfolding. Drawn 
against non-League Portmarnock, the story started in a conventional way with a February 3rd 
postponement, when the waterlogged AUL Clonsaugh Complex was declared unplayable. It quickly 
turned into a bit of a farce—courtesy of the FAI. On the following Wednesday, the North Dublin side 
failed to turn up at the appointed venue, St Francis Ground at Baldonnell, arguing that they had insuf¬ 
ficient time to arrange stewarding for the game. The FAI bought this story and proceeded to fix another 
venue, Tolka Park, for February 27th. By now Dublin was under a blanket of snow and for the third 
time the game was called off The fourth fixture was headed for Oriel Park on the following Sunday— 
this time the Minister for Agriculture intervened when he requested the cancellation of all sporting 
fixtures due to the growing foot and mouth crisis. Finally, and appropriately on April Fool’s day, eight 
weeks after the original date, the two sides came together at the fifth attempt in Baldonnel behind 
closed doors. The result? Inevitably, an embarrassing display by the senior side and a 1-0 victory for the 
juniors. For the sixth time, Dundalk had departed from the FAI Cup to non-League opposition. 

The season now boiled down to the remaining eight league games. 

April 8th v. Monaghan (A) 0^4 Loss 

Played behind closed doors, the Monaghan officials refused entry to the Dundalk Committee but 
worse was to follow with an embarrasing display and a heavy defeat. It was all over by half time, when 
the home side led 3-0. 

April 10th V. Waterford (A) 2~1 Win, 

John Connolly was suspended and Brian McKenna took over in an outstanding team display that 
was in complete contrast with the efforts at Gortakeegan. The sides exchanged penalties in the first half 
,within a minute of each other. A magnificent effort by David Ward took all the points and kept the 
promotion drive from faltering. 

April I4th V, Sligo (H) 2-5 Loss, 

Due to the Foot and Mouth restrictions, this ‘home’ match was played at United Park, Drogheda. 
A John Flanagan goal had cancelled an earlier Van der Velden free kick, but the Sligo midfielder 
repeated the dose just on half time. Dundalk wilted in the face of a determined Sligo after the break 
and could only muster a late Ward consolation goal. 

April 21st V, Home Farm (A) 2-1 Win, 

David Ward’s third consecutive goal gave Dundalk the lead in a rugged encounter when poor 
defending gifted an equaliser before the break. The Farm had two players red-carded in the second half 
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but Dundalk failed to take advantage, until the last ten minutes when substitute Anto Reilly was first to 
a great cross from John Ryan to earn three crucial points. The permutations on the promotion-playoff 
possibilities had five teams in the shake up—but one thing was becoming clear, the spoils would go to 
whoever could put a winning run together. 

April 24th v. Limerick (A) 2-0 Win, 

With three League draws to date, that had produced more red cards than goals, it wasn’t surprising 
that this turned out to be another ‘Battle of Limerick’. This time it was the home side that finished 
with nine men. Second half goals from O’Dowd and Martin Reilly gave the visitors three hard earned 
points and ensured that the clash with Athlone Town a few days later would be a make-or-break game 
for both contestants. 


April 28th v, Athlone (H) 2-1 Win, 

Oriel Park’s first game in 10 weeks drew the largest crowd of the season. At one time runaway 
leaders, a poor run of recent results had put Athlone’s promotion hopes at risk and nothing less than a 
win would suffice. But they came up against a determined Dundalk, who thrilled the home fans with a 
first half performance that exuded confidence, commitment and professionalism. And most important¬ 
ly, Martin Reilly was in red-hot form. Both sides started in an attacking mood and it was Reilly who 
struck the first blow after 20 minutes. Almost immediately, Athlone struck back from an in-swinging 
corner and a powerful glancing header from Alan McNevin. Five minutes later, Greg O’Dowd whipped 
over a sensational cross to the back post and Reilly’s perfectly timed header finished the job. That 
completed the scoring, but not the action and there were a number of scares at the home end before the 
break. 

Flanagan and Dunne were shading the midfield battle and, as the second half wore on, the home 
side became more dominant. There were chances at both ends but Dundalk never looked like surren¬ 
dering the three points. In a manner reminiscent of the dramatics at the end of the 1994-95 season, the 
standing ovation at the end for the excellent performance was interrupted by a PA announcement that 
Monaghan had been held to a scoreless draw in Cobh and the noise level went up by several decibels at 
the realisation that promotion had been effectively secured, barring the unlikeliest of results in the 
remaining games. The celebrations, at the likely return to the Premier Division, could begin. 

May 1st V, Drogheda (H) 1-0 Win, 

A single point was all that was needed and it took 88 minutes before Martin Reilly finally got the 
better of Justin O’Neill, the Drogheda keeper, who had kept the Boynesiders in the contest. Reilly’s 
twentieth League goal made doubly sure of promotion—while Sligo’s failure to overcome Limerick 24 
hours later ensured that Dundalk were First Division Champions. A loss at Cobh in the last game of 
the season was of no consequence. 

At his first attempt, Martin Murray had steered the club to the 
First Division Championship, securing the precious Premier 
Division ticket and his already high standing, earned as a player, was 
raised to the hero-worship stratosphere. 

For the Co-op it was the vindication of their initiative and an 
important step towards restoring the fortunes of the club. 

• Chairman: Des Denning. Vice-Chairman: Aidan Gaughran. Secretary: Elizabeth Duffy. 

Manager: Martin Murray. Ass. Man: Ollie Ralph. Physio: Niall Teather. Kit: Gerry Watters. 

Grounds: Mickey Fox. 


League 00-01 
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0 
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F 

A Pnts 

Dundalk 

20 

9 

7 

65 

38 

69 

Monaghan U. 

18 

11 

7 

59 

40 

65 

Athlone Town 

18 

10 

8 
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37 
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First Division Champions 2000-01 


Aug 11 Limerick 

A 

1 

-1 

Aug 16 St. Francis 

H 

2 

-0 

Aug 18 Drogheda 

A 

3 

-0 

Aug 26 Monaghan 

H 

2 

-0 

Aug 31 Waterford 

H 

1 

-0 

Sep 5 Sligo Rovers 

A 

1 

-2 

Sep 9 Home Farm 

H 

3 

-1 

Sep 17 Athlone Town 

A 

1 

-1 

Sep 30 Cobh R. 

H 

2 

-2 

Oct 5 Limerick 

H 

1 

-1 

Oct 13 St. Francis 

A 

6 

-2 

Oct 19 Drogheda 

H 

1 

-0 

Oct 29 Monaghan 

A 

1 

-1 

Nov 3 Waterford 

A 

1 

-1 

Nov 9 Sligo Rovers 

H 

3 

-1 

Nov 18 Home Farm 

A 

1 

-2 

Nov 23 AthloneTown 

H 

3 

-0 

Dec 3 Cobh R. 

A 

2 

-3 


M. Reilly 

Morrisroe, Flanagan 
M. Reilly, Ward, Callaghan 
Flanagan, O'Dowd 
M. Reilly 
M. Reilly 

Crawley (pen), Ward. A. Reilly 

Ward 

Ward 2 

Delaney 

O'Dowd. M. Reilly 2. Ward. 

Crawley(pen), Dunne 

Flanagan 

O'Dowd 

Broughan 

Ward, Reilly M. Broughan 
M. Reilly 

Broughan, A. Reilly, M. Reilly 
A. Reilly, Broughan 


Dec 14 

St. Francis 

H 

7-0 

Dec 22 

Drogheda 

A 

3-0 

Jan 13 

Waterford 

H 

1 -0 

Jan 20 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1 -1 

Jan 25 

Home Farm 

H 

0-1 

Jan 31 

Monaghan 

H 

1 -0 

Feb 9 

AthloneTown 

A 

2 -1 

Feb 15 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

Feb 18 

Cobh R. 

H 

3-2 

Feb 23 

St. Francis 

A 

1 -1 

Apr 8 

Monaghan 

A 

0-4 

Apr 10 

Waterford 

A 

2-1 

Apr 14 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-5 

Apr 21 

Home Farm 

A 

2-1 

Apr 24 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

Apr 28 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-1 

May 1 

Drogheda 

H 

1 -0 

May 6 

Cobh R. 

A 

0-2 


A. Reilly 2,Flanagan, M. Reilly. 
Broughan. Byrne, Ward 
M. Reilly .Broughan, Crawley 
Flanagan 
M. Reilly 

M. Reilly 
M. Reilly. Ryan 

Flanagan. M. Reilly 2 
Ryan 

Crawley (pen). Ward 
Flanagan. Ward 
Ward. A. Reilly 
O'Dowd, M. Reilly 
M. Reilly 2 
M. Reilly 



Review 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


League Home 

; 18: 

13: 

3 

2; 

35 

14 


League Away 

18: 

7; 

6 

5; 

30 

24 


League Total 

36^ 

20^ 

9 

7: 

65 

38 

: WIN 

FAI Cup 

2 

1: 

0 

1: 

3 

1 

2ndR 

League Cup 

2; 

0: 

0 

2 

1 

4 


Leinster Cup 

1 

1 

0 

0^ 

2 

0 


Total 

' 41 

22 

9 

10 

71 

43 


League Record 

Goals 

Apps 

Reilly. Martin 

20 

36 

Ward, David 

11 

27(6) 

Flanagan, John 

7 

29(5) 

Reilly. Anto 

6 

10(16) 

Broughan. Dona! 

6 

15(1) 

O'Dowd. Greg 

4 

26(4) 

Crawley. David 

4 

32(1) 

Ryan, John 

2 

12 

Byrne, Tommy 

1 

10(7) 

Callaghan, Aaron 

1 

23(2) 

Delaney, Derek 

1 

(3) 

Dunne, Liam 

1 

30(1) 

Morrissroe, Brian 

1 

9(2) 

Hoey, David 


20(6) 

Mullen, Eoin 


10(4) 

Gollogly, Padraig 


31 

Hill, Ian 


: 28(1) 

McKenna, Brian 


20(1) 

Connolly, John 


16 

Whyte, John 


7(4) 

Quinn, Paddy 


^ 2(7) 

Staunton, Padraig 


3 

Martin. David 


(6) 

Lawless, Chris 


(2) 


Total 65 


Player of the Year awards. 2001 


















First Division Champions 2000-01 



1st row - Dona! Broughan, Tommy Byrne. Aaron Callaghan, John Connolly, David Crawley, Derek Delaney 
2nd row - Liam Dunne, John Flanagan, Padraig Gollogley Ian Hill, David Hoey, Chris Lawless 
3rd row - David Martin, Brian Morris roe. Brian McKenna. Greg OVowd. Paddy Quinn, Ante Reilly 
4th row - Martin Reilly. John Ryan. David Ward, John Whyte, Eoin Mullen, Padraig Staunton 
5th row - Tony O'Kane (League Rep.). Elizabeth Duffy (Secretary). Des Denning (Chairman), Jim Reilly (President), Niall Teather (Physio), 

Gerry Watters (Kit Manager) 

6th row - Mickey Fox (Groundsman). Oiiie Ralph (Asst. Manager). Martin Murray (Manager), Theresa Loughman (Commercial Manager). 
Aiden Ga ugh ran (Vice Chairman). Tommy Connolly (U-21s) 
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The David and Goliath Stakes, 

The 2001 Cup loss to Portmarnock extended the clubs lead in the ‘race’ for the title of‘The League 
Club With Most FAI Cup Losses To Non-League Clubs’. With six defeats, the club has opened 
daylight over its closest contenders—four clubs with four losses each, Waterford, Dublin City (aka 
Home Farm), Drumcondra and Transport, and the last two are now out of contention, having failed to 
stay the journey. Bringing up the rear are three spoilsports, currently in the National League, who have 
not yet been on the wrong end of ‘giant-killing’ headlines—Cork City, St Patrick’s Athletic and UCD. 
Of course, none of these clubs has the years of experience of the leader—Dundalk’s Cup encounters 
with minnows extend back to 1929. 

The performance of six losses has been achieved out of a total of 28 ‘David and Goliath’ contests—a 
career average within the width of an upright of 25%. In addition, three draws and six one-goal winning 
margins against ‘minnows’ suggests that the strike rate might have been higher still. And the rate has 
been ‘improving’—three losses from the last nine, since going down to Cobh Ramblers in 1983. 

As well as being the National leader, it is anticipated that further 
research will confirm the club’s position as the current holder of the 
European, Olympic and World records and it is confidently predicted that 
leadership of the David and Goliath Stakes will remain with the club for 
many years to come. 

Representing the club on these occasions were: 

1940 Kevin Cluskey, Billy O’Neill, Tom Crawley, John Cassidy, 

Henry Hirst, Dicky Lunn, Hugh Morgan, Jimmy McArdle, Benny Gaughran, Mickey 
Lennon, Joey Donnelly. 

1950 Malachy Short, Billy Flanagan, Johnny Fearon, Philip Murphy, Paddy Kinsella, Paddy 
Breen, Terry Murray, Joe Ralph, Dan Lavery, Jimmy McEvoy, Jackie McCabe. 

1956 Ted McNeill, Matt Kenneally, Ken Finn, Bobby Kane, Teddie Lambe, Paddy Savage, 
Leo McDonagh, Joe Martin, Francie Callan, Jim Kavanagh, Walter Rickett. 

1983 Richie Blackmore, Eamon Gregg, Tom McConville, Paddy Dunning, Mick Wright, 
Sean Byrne, Leo Flanagan, Noel King, Mick Fairclough, Hilary Carlyle, John Archbold. 
(Willie Crawley) ( Dotsy Kelly). 

1991 Alan O’Neill, Dave Mackey, James Coll, Ronnie Murphy, Martin Lawlor, Gino Lawless, 
Tom McNulty, Mick Shelley, Mick Kavanagh, Peter Hanrahan, Terry Eviston (Roddy 
Collins). 

2001 John Connolly, John Whyte, Ian Hill, Padraig Gollogly, David Crawley, John Flanagan, 
Greg O’Dowd, David Hoey, Tommy Byrne, John Ryan, Martin Reilly, (David Ward, 
Anto Reilly). 


4-Feb-40 Distillery 

H 

1 -2 

19-Feb-50 AOH (Cork) 

A 

1 -2 

19-Feb-56 Workman's Club A 

1 -3 

6-Feb-83 Cobh Ramblers 

A 

1 -2 

lO-Mar-91 Ashtown Villa 

H 

0 - 1 

1-Apr-Ol Portmarnock 

A 

0 - 1 


1929 

Richmond Rovers H 

2-0 

W i 

1952 

AOH (Cork) 

A 

4-0 

W 

1986 

TEK Utd 

H 

4-0 

W 

1930 

Cork Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

W i 

1956 

Workman's Club 

A 

1-3 

L 

1987 

Swilly Rovers 

H 

3-0 

W 

1930 

Glasnevin 

H 

5-0 

W 

1959 

Albert Rovers 

H 

3-3 

D 

1987 

Rockmount 

A 

2-0 

W 

1931 

Cork Bohemians 

H 

3-1 

W 

1959 

Albert Rovers 

A 

0-0 

D 

1989 

Brendanville 

H 

3-1 

W 

1934 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

1959 

Albert Rovers 

N 

4-0 

W 

1991 

Ashtown Villa 

H 

0-1 

L 

1935 

Distillery 

A 

2-1 

W 

1967 

Tramore Athletic 

H 

6-1 

W 

1997 

Whitehall Rangers 

A 

0-0 

D 

1936 

B & 1ASC 

H 

7-1 

W 

1972 

Longford Town 

A 

3-0 

W 

1997 

Whitehall Rangers 

H 

5-1 

W 

1940 

Distillery 

H 

1-2 

L 

1974 

CIE 

H 

5-1 

W 

1998 

Swilly Rovers 

H 

5-0 

W 

1942 

Distillery 

H 

2-1 

W 

1977 

Pegasus 

H 

2-1 

W 

2001 

Portmarnock 

A 

0-1 

L 

1950 

AOH (Cork) 

A 

1-2 

L 

1981 

Hammond Lane 

H 

1-0 

W 






1951 

Jacobs 

A 

2-1 

W : 

1983 

Cobh Ramblers 

A 

1-2 

L 
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-2001-02- 

After much debate, the League clubs had concluded that the route to a better future lay in Summer 
Soccer and a reduced Premier Division. One significant change at a time would have been sufficient for 
most organisations to take on board—but not the National League. That such changes were agreed was 
a miracle in itself—disputes and disagreements were the normal diet. The clubs were constantly at 
loggerheads with each other, appearing only to be in agreement in their mutual distrust of the Leagues 
officials and their antipathy towards any full time professionals who were charged with the responsibili¬ 
ty of administering the Leagues affairs. For better or for worse, time would tell, the course chosen was a 
ten-team Premier Division and a fast track move to a new Summer season running from March. The 
bottom three teams would face the axe at the end of the year from the Premier Division, and to pave 
the way for summer soccer, the League season was scheduled to end before the end of March. 

Martin Murray stiffened his squad with a number of new arrivals. Stephen McGuinness had started 
his League career with Home Farm Everton, helping them to promotion in 1995-96 via the play-offs. 
With Pats since the summer of 1997, he won a Championship medal in 1998-99 and a League Cup 
medal the following season. Jonathon Prizeman (ex-Bohs, Clenavon, Newry Town, Ards, Kilkenny City 
and Shels) was in his second spell with the club, having played eight League games during the 1996-97 
season. His 11 goals had helped Kilkenny City to promotion in the 1999-00 year. Ciaran Kavanagh 
had played all his Youth football in Dundalk with Bay United. Aged 29, he made his League debut 
with UCD in 1990 and his 301 League appearances (26 goals) with the students was a club record. 
James Keddy had started with Home Farm and was a teammate of Kavanaghs at UCD, when the 
students won the First Division in 1994-95.He had a Championship medal with Derry and was on the 
Shels Double winning squad of 1999-00. A cruciate ligament injury with Shels had put him out of 
action for most of the previous year. Stuart Connolly was an FAI Cup medallist with Bray in 1999 and 
had spells with Shels and Athlone Town. In the third League match, Cer Robinson (on loan from 
Middlesborough) made his debut against Shels and secured a point with a magnificent headed goal. 

2001/02 by Kieran Lawless 

2001/02 was a topsy-turvy sort of season, so let’s start near the end. In the last week of March 
2002, Dundalk visited Bray Wanderers for a vital league match at the Carlisle Grounds. After a run of 
just two defeats in sixteen league and FAI Cup matches, the Lilywhites had reached the Cup final, but 
were still stranded in the third and final relegation spot with three games left. With almost an hour 
gone, Cormac Malone, the young local striker who had scored his first competitive goal the previous 
week against Derry City, headed home from a James Keddy cross to give Dundalk the lead. As the 
game moved into the 90th minute, Dundalk seemed to have secured the crucial win that would keep 
alive their hopes of avoiding relegation. 

Then, hearthreakingly, after a goalmouth scramble in which ‘keeper John Connolly appeared to 
have been fouled, Bray’s Jason Byrne forced home an equalizer. Dundalk fans’ despair at this seemingly 
fatal blow to their team’s survival hopes lasted barely a minute, before an irrepressible surge forward 
gave Keddy the opening to curl a spectacular 20-yarder into the corner of the Bray net for an unforget¬ 
table winner. 

Those closing few minutes at the Carlisle Grounds seemed to sum up the entire 2001/2002 
season—an extraordinary combination of hope, despair, controversy and brilliance seemed to 
accompany Dundalk from their opening League game against UCD on August 9th to the ecstatic 
celebrations at the final whistle of the FAI Cup final almost eight months later. In the end, of course, 
Keddy’s goal, for all its beauty and for all the delight and relief with which it was greeted, counted for 
nothing. Dundalk were indeed relegated less than a week later, while Keddy himself, though he would 







be voted the club’s Player of the Year, never played another full match for Dundalk, limping off injured 
against St. Pats a few days later and thus missing the Cup victory his goals had done so much to make 
possible. By the start of the following season, he had left: the club to rejoin Shamrock Rovers, and 
within a year of that night at the Carlisle Grounds, all but four of the eleven other players who played 
against Bray would have followed him out of Oriel Park. Brief though their stay at Oriel Park may have 
been, Martin Murray and his team packed more drama and excitement into the 2001/2002 season than 
many other squads manage in a decade, crowning it, of course, with the Cup Final victory over 
Bohemians on April 7th 2002—one of the greatest days in the history of Dundalk Football Club. 

The euphoria and optimism generated by the previous season’s promotion was still fresh when 
Dundalk dipped their toes back into Premier Division waters with a match against UCD on a balmy 
late summer evening at Oriel Park. The students had scraped through the previous season’s playoff 
against Dundalk’s long-time promotion rivals Athlone on penalties. Though their close-season appoint¬ 
ment of Paul Doolin as player-manager suggested they would be unlikely to find themselves in such a 
position again, they did not appear to be the most daunting of opponents for the new First Division 
champions. When David Ward latched onto a through ball and slotted it into the corner of the UCD 
net after less than twenty minutes play, it seemed as though Dundalk were ready to celebrate their 
return to the top flight with a win. Within minutes, though, defensive hesitancy (a constant problem 
throughout the season) allowed UCD to equalize. There was no further scoring, and little clear indica¬ 
tion of how Dundalk would fare at higher level. 

The season’s first away trip, to Shamrock Rovers eleven days later, only served to add to the uncer¬ 
tainty. True, Dundalk lost 1-0, but the quality of the side’s overall performance seemed to indicate that 
they would have little difficulty adapting to Premier Division life. The main flaw in that performance 
appeared to be an inability to turn ample possession into goals. By the time Shelbourne visited Oriel 
Park for Dundalk’s second home game, that problem would have been addressed. 

Since winning promotion in May 2001, Dundalk had been busy in the transfer market. Eight of 
the promotion-winning squad—Ian Hill, Padraig Gollogley, Eoin Mullen, Greg O’Dowd, Tommy 
Byrne, Anto Reilly, David Martin and Brian McKenna—had all left. In their place had come an inter¬ 
esting mixture of experienced achievers like Stephen McGuinness and James Keddy, talented players 
hungry for success such as Jonathan Prizeman, Mick O’Byrne and Stuart Connolly, Drogheda’s 
promising ‘keeper of the previous season, Justin O’Neill, and adding to an already strong group of local 
players at Oriel Park, Ciaran Kavanagh and Brian McCrystal. As it turned out, only Keddy out of this 
entire group would prove to be an unqualified success. Injury prevented O’Byrne from starting even a 
single competitive game for the club, while restricting McCrystal and Connolly to just a handful of 
appearances between them. O’Neill’s role was never more than that of an understudy to first choice 
‘keeper John Connolly, while Kavanagh and McGuinness, though outstanding contributors to the FAI 
Cup success, really only produced their best form in the final third of the season, when the relegation 
battle had already been all but lost. Prizeman, by contrast, was one of the few success stories of the first 
half of the season, but by the time Cup glory beckoned, he was a peripheral figure, having fallen out of 
favour with Murray even before illness ruled him out of the dramatic final month of the season. 

Even after such a major influx of new faces, the club had seen enough in the opening two games to 
convince them that further transfer activity was necessary. For the Shelbourne game, Ger Robinson (by 
coincidence a nephew of Dundalk striker John Ryan) arrived on loan from Middlesbrough and made 
an immediate impact, scoring on his debut to earn a point against the Reds. A week later Keddy earned 
the side’s first League win with the only goal against Cork City, and while subsequent draws against 
Galway and Longford were a disappointment, Murray’s team appeared to have signalled their return to 
the top flight in style with a stirring 3-1 win over champions Bohemians in mid-September. Then 
reality set in. 
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A 5-1 thrashing in Bray three days after the Bohemians match was the start of a dismal run that 
would see the Lilywhites win only twice in fourteen League games. By December, with Murray under 
pressure, five players transfer listed, and an immediate return to the First Division beckoning, the start 
of the FAI Cup campaign appeared to promise little more than a brief distraction from a grim relega¬ 
tion battle. Dreams of Cup glory were scarcely enhanced by Dundalk’s failure to beat fellow relegation 
strugglers Galway at home, a decidedly low-key start to the competition. Galway’s Michael Keane on 
the stroke of half time cancelled out an early Aaron Callaghan goal, stabbed home after the Galway 
keeper could only parry Donal Broughan’s free kick, but before a sizeable proportion of the crowd had 
even arrived in Oriel Park. There was no further scoring, and so Dundalk faced a deeply unwelcome 
trip to Terryland Park for a replay just two days before going on the road again, to the Brandywell for a 
vital League game. The Cup campaign had begun with an indifferent display, greeted with indifference 
by Dundalk supporters, but in hindsight it represented a watershed in the club’s season, the start of a 
20-match run in League and Cup in which Dundalk would lose just three more times. In the replay, 
Martin Reilly’s headed goal, his first in three months, finally knocked Galway out of the Cup, and then 
a much-improved display at the Brandywell earned a deserved draw. A few days after Christmas, 
Monaghan were outclassed 3-0 at Oriel, Dundalk’s first League win since September 27th, Reilly 
confirmed his return to scoring form with two fine goals, but the main focus of attention was on the 
other goalscorer, the player who would do more than any other to ensure that 2001/2002 would be 
remembered for far more than just a long and ultimately futile struggle against relegation—Gary 
Haylock. 

Born in Bradford on the last day of 1971, Fiaylock had been a prolific goalscorer in both the 
National and Irish Leagues for almost twelve seasons before his arrival at Oriel Park. Best known to 
Dundalk fans for his achievements with Shelbourne, for whom he scored 50 goals in 101 League 
appearances, he had, of course, crossed paths with the Lilywhites many times before. His first League 
goal for Shels had been scored at Oriel Park, and it had been his pass that had set up Greg Costello for 
the Reds’ only goal in their 1993 Cup Final victory over Dundalk, his final match south of the border 
for six years. On moving North, first to Linfield and then Portadown, the goals continued to flow for 
Haylock, who won both League and Cup medals with both clubs. A spell at Panionos of Greece, during 
which Haylock helped the club reach the European Cup-Winner’s Cup quarter-finals, followed, before 
moves back to Shels and then to Glenavon and Glentoran. At all his previous clubs, Haylock had never 
had difficulty in finding the net, and Dundalk had good reason to hope that that happy knack would 
continue at Oriel. With two-thirds of the season gone, Ger Robinson, with a mere four goals, was 
Dundalk’s leading scorer. Haylock’s goal and all-round play in his home debut against Monaghan 
suggested that in front of goal at least, Dundalk’s problems might be over. 

After a 1-1 League draw against UCD in the opening game of 2002, it was Cup time again. An 
away match at Kilkenny City, stuck in mid-table in the First Division, certainly appeared winnable, and 
had the added spice of a recent troubled history between the two clubs. Two seasons before, Kilkenny 
had not only controversially edged Dundalk out of the promotion playoff spot, but had also knocked 
the Lilywhites out of the Cup. For almost an hour at Buckley Park, however, the prospect of Dundalk 
exacting revenge for past wrongs seemed remote in the extreme. Outplayed by the home team through¬ 
out the first half, only a superb goalkeeping display by man of the match John Connolly, who almost 
single-handedly restricted Kilkenny to just one goal, kept Dundalk in the match and in the Cup. Only 
after Kilkenny had hit the crossbar in the opening minutes of the second half did Dundalk finally come 
alive. Local winger Cormac McArdle, starting a first team game for the first time, set up Prizeman for a 
superbly struck equalizer after 54 minutes, and just three minutes later, Dundalk were in front. 
Haylock, who had clearly lost none of his goalpoacher’s instinct, turned McArdle’s volley goalwards into 
the net from close in. On 77 minutes, Ciaran Kavanagh made the game safe, finding the bottom corner 
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from just inside the penalty area. A late Kilkenny goal wasn’t enough to spoil Dundalk’s satisfaction at 
victory (albeit hard won and not a little fortunate) against one of their bitterest rivals, and at a first Cup 
quarterfinal since 1993. 

That satisfaction soon evaporated, though, as a run of three League matches yielded just a single 
point, against Cork City. Defeats away to Shamrock Rovers and at home to Shelbourne not only 
dragged the club closer to the First Division, they also emphasized that, even if Haylock had provided 
some sort of solution to Dundalk’s problems up front, serious defensive frailties remained. In the Shels 
match in particular, the sort of battling performance that seemed beyond the team’s capabilities in the 
first half of the season was undermined by two calamitous defensive errors, which handed Shels two 
goals and three points. As if that were not bad enough, the whole defensive debacle was recorded by 
RTF’s cameras and broadcast to the nation that night, accompanied by scathing criticism of Dundalk’s 
defenders by no less an authority than future Ireland manager Brian Kerr. Did Kerr’s analysis act as an 
incentive to Dundalk to up their performance levels a notch or two for the rest of the season? Who 
knows, but the fact remains that after the Shels defeat, only one of the side’s twelve remaining games 
would be lost. 

Finn Harps, fresh from a thrilling 2-1 win over Shels in the previous round, arrived at Oriel for the 
Cup quarterfinal in the first week of February. For the first time since the early weeks of the season, 
when Dundalk had hosted and matched the likes of Bohs, Shels and Derry, there was a genuine big 
match atmosphere around the ground. A large visiting support (so large that the kick-off had to be 
delayed to accommodate them) added to the feeling that a special night was in store. Before kick-off, 
Richie Blackmore was presented to the crowd as the club’s special guest for the match. The rapturous 
reception given to the goalkeeping star of so many past Dundalk triumphs stirred up memories of great 
Oriel Park nights gone by, and hopes that Martin Murray’s team might be about to provide some of 
their own. Those hopes were still very much alive at half time, as Dundalk went in 1-0 ahead. In 
keeping with the contrasting nature of much of Dundalk’s season, the goal was a curious mixture of 
luck and skill, as a Finn Harps attack was thwarted when a pass struck the referee, allowing John 
Flanagan to send Martin Reilly clear. Showing the sort of finishing that helped him to break the club’s 
goalscoring record the previous season, Reilly lobbed the Harps ‘keeper beautifully for his second Cup 
goal. After fourteen minutes of the second half, however, Harps’ Tom Mohan seized on a mis-hit 
clearance to equalize from just outside the box. As in the first round, if Dundalk were going to reach 
the semi-final, they were going to have to do it the hard way. 

By the time Dundalk travelled to Ballybofey for the replay five days later, the stakes had been raised 
somewhat higher. The previous evening, the draw for the Cup semi-finals had rewarded the winners of 
the Dundalk-Harps replay with a home match against the Cup specialists. Shamrock Rovers. After two 
seasons toiling in the backwater of the National League First Division, the opportunity of a glamour 
night against the opponents every Irish club loves to beat was simply too good to pass up. Although 
James Keddy, with two goals (the first every bit the equal of his spectacular winner against Bray a few 
weeks later) was the matchwinner, he was far from being the only star on the Dundalk side. John 
Whyte, who had returned to the side in the first game against Harps, produced the sort of performance 
that would see him keep his place all the way to the Cup Final. Stephen McGuinness and the veteran 
Callaghan were outstanding in central defence, while Kavanagh in midfield showed why he had been 
one of the most highly regarded players in the game during his many years at UCD. Haylock once 
again led the attack superbly, setting Keddy up for the second, clinching goal twelve minutes from 
time, and young locals Cormac Malone and Chris Lawless also played a massive part in the win. March 
8th, and the semi-final against Rovers couldn’t come quickly enough. 

The next League match, on the other hand, probably came a bit too quickly. Galway, already all but 
relegated, should have offered little resistance to a Dundalk team that at last seemed to be approaching 
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the sort of form its supporters had expected all season. Just three days after the Ballybofey heroics, 
however, came possibly Dundalk’s worst performance of the season—a wretched display in which 
Callaghan, one of the heroes of the Harps match was sent off, and Dundalk needed a Haylock goal in 
the final quarter of an hour to salvage a point which few believed would be of any use in escaping 
relegation. The frustration at dropping two points against Galway was only increased the following 
week, when Dundalk travelled to Longford, the club directly above them in the playoff spot, and won 
comfortably by three goals to one. With just five games left, there were now four points separating 
Dundalk from Longford, and from safety. A week later the gap was down to three points after a draw 
against a superb Bohemians side in Oriel. In three meetings with the previous season’s League 
Champions, Dundalk had yet to lose. If both sides could win their Cup semi-finals the following week, 
there would be a fourth meeting to look forward to. 

Dundalk played 4l competitive matches in the season. In a few years, most people who saw or even 
played in those matches will have forgotten all but a few bare details of 39 of them. Two of those 
matches, however, will be remembered and celebrated as long as football is played in Dundalk. The first 
of those is the semi-final of the FAI Cup, between Dundalk and Shamrock Rovers, a match that, for 
Dundalk fans, came as close to perfection as any football match is ever likely to get. Dundalk reached 
the Cup final for the first time in nine years, turning what had been a season of miserable struggle into 
one of joyous celebration. They did so by beating one of their bitterest rivals. Shamrock Rovers, so 
comprehensively that victory was secured as early as the third minute of the second half, when Martin 
Reilly scored Dundalk’s third goal. Rovers’ Greg Costello, the man whose goal had broken Dundalk 
hearts in their last Cup Final appearance in 1993, suffered the indignity of being sent off And to cap it 
all, the whole thing was shown live on television! 

For most of the season. Rovers had been one of the League’s outstanding teams. Semi-finalists in 
the League Cup as well as the FAI Cup, they had been strong contenders for the League title until their 
form deserted them shortly before their Cup visit to Dundalk. A surprise defeat by eventual winners 
Limerick ended their League Cup hopes, and by the time they arrived in Oriel the team that just a few 
weeks before had been aiming for the treble was left with the FAI Cup as their only realistic chance of a 
trophy. Rovers, beaten semi-finalists against Bohemians in 2001, began against Dundalk as though they 
were determined not to suffer the same fate in 2002. For the opening twenty —five minutes, the visitors 
dominated, with Dundalk, perhaps overawed by the big occasion, very much on the defensive. The 
more optimistic home fans could point to the fact that Rovers’ early monopoly of possession had 
yielded just one clear cut scoring chance—a Tony Grant shot that Connolly was able to tip over the 
crossbar—but the opening half hour nevertheless gave little indication of the delights to come. 

Then, on 32 minutes, came the moment that would turn the game, and Dundalk’s whole season, 
on its head. In their first really threatening attack of the night, Reilly and Haylock combined to find 
David Hoey wide on Dundalk’s right. Hoey’s low, driven cross was met just inside the Rovers box by 
Haylock, who sidefooted the ball first time past Rovers’ keeper Tony O’Dowd. The goal altered the 
whole balance of the game. Rovers, who in the opening half hour looked to be regaining lost confi¬ 
dence after a run of three successive defeats, now seemed uncertain and vulnerable in defence, as 
Dundalk began to attack with conviction for the first time in the match. As half time approached with 
Dundalk’s one goal lead still intact, things were looking good. By the time the break arrived, they were 
looking even better. 

In the final minute of the half, Reilly forced a corner. Keddy’s kick was headed across his own goal 
by Costello, headed back towards goal by Broughan, and finally stabbed home from point blank range 
by Haylock. Never has the cliche about the psychological advantages of scoring just before half time 
proven so accurate. Fifteen minutes earlier, Dundalk had been under pressure and happy to be on level 
terms. Now, their supporters’ only fear was that complacency or sloppy defending would allow their 
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place in the Cup Final to slip away. Within three minutes of the restart, even that lingering fear had 
vanished. As the Rovers defence hesitated, expecting a referees whistle that never came, Hoeys pass sent 
Reilly through on goal with time and space to chip O’Dowd and make it three. A now delirious home 
crowd were in the extraordinary position of being able to celebrate a place in the Cup Final with almost 
half of the semi-final still to be played! Tlieir celebrations went into overdrive after 58 minutes, when 
Lawless and Haylock gave Keddy the opening to score with a low right-footed drive from the edge of 
the box. The seven years since Dundalk’s 1995 League title had been lean years indeed, as the club 
endured financial crises, relegation and two frustrating seasons in the First Division. Now, at last, the 
Lilywhites were back in the big time. 

Before that, of course, there was League business to attend to. Dundalk’s next home match, a week 
after the thrashing of Rovers, was to have been against St. Pats. Pats’, in their own eyes at least, would 
end the season as League champions, yielding the top spot to Shelbourne only because of points 
deducted after alleged player registration improprieties. In the event, a torrential downpour an hour 
before kick-off forced the match to be postponed. If Dundalk had been granted the opportunity to take 
on Pats in the euphoric aftermath of the Rovers game, might they have earned the win or draw that 
would have taken them into the playoff? Perhaps, but when the game was eventually played, Pats won 
1-0, and Dundalk entered the final weekend of the League season knowing that they would have to win 
in Monaghan and hope that Pats beat Longford if they were to escape automatic relegation. 

Winning against Monaghan had rarely come easily to Dundalk, 
especially away from home. This time, however, the Lilywhites’ great 
local rivals offered little resistance. From the moment Reilly fired 
Dundalk ahead in the opening minutes, the result was never in 
doubt, and once McGuinness and a Monaghan own goal had made 
it 3-0 midway through the second half, all attention switched to 
Flancare Park, where Longford and Pats were level at 1-1. A winner for Pats would send Longford 
down and put Dundalk into the playoff, but the best the Inchicore side could do was to hit a Longford 
post in the dying seconds. Dundalk’s late transformation had come too late to save them, and they 
would be a First Division side again the following season. Dundalk fans’ mood on the journey home 
from Monaghan was hardly improved by the knowledge that a single point more would have been 
enough to lift them above Longford, or by the news that their Cup Final opponents, Bohemians, had 
walloped new champions Shelbourne 4-0 in their final League game. 

Since they lost 3-1 at Oriel Park the previous September, Bohemians, too, had undergone 
something of a transformation. Since Irish football’s most sought after young manager, Stephen Kenny, 
had arrived at Dalymount from Longford in December, 

Bohs has been reborn. The double winners of 2001 had 
left themselves with too much ground to make up to 
retain their League title, but a second successive FAI 
Cup win had always seemed on the cards. With a full¬ 
time professional squad including the likes of Glen 
Crowe, the domestic game’s most prolific goalscorer, 
inspirational captain Kevin Hunt and former youth 
internationals Colm Hawkins and Trevor Molloy, and 
facing a side that had been relegated just a week earlier, it 
was hardly surprising that Bohemians were strong pre¬ 
match favourites. 

Not that Dundalk travelled without hope—the news 
that Haylock had recovered from injury to take his place 
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in the team was a welcome boost, even if Keddy 
would have to watch from the sidelines. Relegated or 
not, the team’s form in the closing weeks of the 
season had been the equal of any side in the country, 
and as we have already seen, Bohs had been unable 
to record a win in any of the clubs’ three previous 
meetings. Then, of course, there were the fans. 

Buoyed by the semi-final win over Rovers, rather 
than downcast by relegation, a 5,000 strong Black 
and White army arrived in Drumcondra convinced 
that the Cup was coming to Dundalk for the ninth 
time, and clearly determined to do all they could to 
ensure that it would. From long before the kick-off, 
the Lilywhites’ fans turned Tolka Park and the 
surrounding streets into a sea of black and white, 
while inside the ground itself even the allocation of 
tickets had worked in Dundalk’s favour. Seated in 
the Main Stand and at the Ballybough End, 

Dundalk fans occupied two sides of what is essentially a three-sided stadium, and sang and danced their 
hearts out in the April sunshine, while Bohs’ supporters sat confined in the muffled gloom of the 
Riverside Stand. By the time David Crawley and Kevin Hunt led the teams on to the field for the kick¬ 
off it seemed as though ‘The Town’ had taken over the entire ground, and the feeling that this would 
be Dundalk’s day was growing. 
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The match began in similar fashion to the semi-final, with Dundalk yielding a lot of possession to 
their opponents. Unlike the semi-final, though, Dundalk were creating some chances of their own in 
the opening half hour. A Hoey shot and a McGuinness header both went narrowly over the bar, and at 
the other end John Connolly in the Dundalk goal was dealing confidently, even commandingly, with 
whatever Bohs could throw at him, while the prolific Crowe offered little scoring threat. That threat, 
when it came, would be from a more unexpected source. In the 38th minute, just after Reilly had 
missed the chance to put his team in front, delaying his shot when through on goal, Tony O’Connor, 
whose last goal had been Bohs’ winner in the previous year’s final, moved out of defence to fire a low 25 
yard shot into the bottom left corner of Connolly’s goal. If Dundalk fans felt then that, for all their 
passion, this was not, after all, going to be their day, they certainly didn’t let it show, upping the noise 
level still further as their team sought an equalizer. 

Just six minutes after O’Connor’s goal, their faith was justified. When John Flanagan and Hoey 
combined for Hoey’s right wing cross to find Haylock with his back to goal, there appeared to be little 
danger for the Cup holders. A moment later, Haylock was racing towards the corner flag in celebration 
and Dundalk were level. Taking one touch to move the ball further away from goal and wrongfoot his 
marker Stephen Caffrey, and a second to curl the ball into the far corner, Haylock had scored one of the 
best goals the Cup Final had seen in years. Equally important, he had scored within moments of the 
half-time whistle, sending his team in for the break with a huge psychological boost, just as he had 
done in the semi-final. Remarkably, as in the semi-final, Dundalk would again press home that psycho¬ 
logical advantage with another goal within minutes of the restart. McCuinness’s header from a Ciaran 
Kavanagh corner was cleared off the line, but only as far as Haylock, who once again turned and shot to 
the back of the net. Dundalk had one hand on the Cup. 

Thereafter, any similarity with the semi-final 
ended. Where the closing 40 -odd minutes against 
Rovers had been a delirious celebration of an 
inevitable victory, the remainder of the final, even 
after Bohs’ Simon Webb had been sent off with 
sixteen minutes left, was a nail biting, backs to the 
wall defence of that slender 2-1 lead. Not that it was 
all one-way traffic—Reilly volleyed wide from twenty 
yards, and Haylock had a chance to join Dundalk 
club-mate John Ryan and Cork Hibs’ Miah Dennehy 
as the only players to score a Cup Final hat-trick, only 
to mis-hit his shot when well placed. In the game’s 
closing stages, however, Dundalk’s real heroes were in 
defence. John Whyte, out of the side through injury 
for much of the season, but now the right man in the 
right place at the right time to stifle the threat of 
Bohs’ talented winger, Mark Rutherford. Stephen 
McCuinness, whose injury time block on Cary 
O’Neill’s shot, his last act in a Dundalk jersey, finally 
broke Bohs’ resistance. Donal Broughan, restored to 
League football by Murray to play a vital part in the 
previous season’s promotion and now adding a second 
Cup winner’s medal to the one he had won with Bohemians in 1992. David Crawley, never more 
fiercely committed to the Lilywhites’ cause than in this match, and the first Dundalk native since Joey 
Donnelly more than half a century earlier to captain the club to Cup glory. John Connolly, like 
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Broughan, barely out of his teens when they won the Cup 
with Bohs ten years earlier, and so disappointed with his 
nervy display in that game that he could never bring 
himself to watch it on video. Connolly would have no such 
regrets this time, as a string of rock-solid catches through¬ 
out the game epitomized Dundalk’s determination to 
salvage glory from a season of bitter disappointment. 

And glory it was, when the final whisde blew at last. 

Glory for Connolly, Whyte, McGuinness, Broughan and 
Crawley, for John Flanagan and David Hoey, two of the eight native Louthmen in the squad, who had 
toiled together in midfield through the lean times in the First Division and who could now celebrate 
their day in the sun. For Chris Lawless, replacing the injured Keddy and gracing the big day with his 
skill and exuberance. For Ciaran Kavanagh, winning his first ever medal with his hometown club after 
ten years as one of the game’s most respected players with U.C.D. For Cormac Malone and Cormac 
McArdle, young locals who came on as substitutes to add their names to the list of heroes. For Haylock, 
Reilly and the absent Keddy, whose goals had made it all possible. For Martin Murray, a Cup winner as a 
player with Dundalk fourteen years earlier, and now a winner as a manager. For chairman Des Denning 
and all those whose dedication and hard work behind the scenes had kept the club alive through the 
tough times and who now saw their efforts rewarded. And for the fans, whose passionate support and 
faith in their club had played their part in ensuring that, for all its frustrations and disappointments, 
2001/2002 would be remembered as one of the greatest seasons in the history of Dundalk F.C. 
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Dundalk f.c. 2-1 Bohemian f.c 

7TH April 2002, Tolka Park. 

































FAI Cup Winners 2002 


FAI Cup Appearances 

Connolly, John 

1 

Kavanagh, Ciaran 

1 

Reilly. Martin 

1 

Flanagan. John 

6(1) 

Crawley David 

6 

Lawless, Chris 

4(2) 

Hoey, David 

5 

McGuinness, Stephen 

5 

Reddy James 

5 

Broughan, Dona! 

5 

Haylock. Gary 

5 

Callaghan, Aaron 

4(1) 

Whyte, John 

4 

Prizeman. Jonathon 

3(1) 

Nesovic, Aiex 

2 

Connolly. Stuart 

1(1) 

McArdle, Cormac 

1(1) 

Malone. Cormac 

(2) 

Robinson, Ger 

(2) 

Ryan. John 

(2) 

Dunne. Liam 

(1) 
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Ward, David 
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Tommy Connolly 

The announcement in January 2002 that Tommy Connolly was severing his connections with the 
club came as a shock, particularly amongst the local Schoolboys and Junior League coaches and 
officials, with whom he had collaborated for many years, helping to nurture and develop local talent. 
Starting with the club’s Youth team in the early 1960s, he got his chance for First team football under 
Liam Tuohy, making 29 appearances in the four seasons from 1969-70 to 1972-73. In 1975, under Jim 
McLaughlin, he became manager of the club’s Youth squad. Over the next 8 seasons he filled the Oriel 
Park cupboard with trophies, turning out an assembly line of young talent drawn from the local 
Schoolboy teams. His coaching skills were recognised at the National level and for six years (1984 to 
1990) he acted as manager to the Leinster Youth team. 

The departure of John Dempsey in early 1984 gave Tommy his first stint as Dundalk team 
manager—there would be three more periods in the hot seat, either as caretaker manager or as joint 
manager. By the end of the 1984-85 season he had started the process of re-building the team after the 
major post-Jim McLaughlin era departures, adding Tom McNulty, Dessie Gorman, John Cleary and 
Martin Murray to the pay roll. Upon the arrival of Turlough O’Connor, Tommy became his number 
two, a position he would fill for all of Turlough’s reign. He continued in that role under a succession of 
managers (Dermot Keely, John Hewitt and Eddie May), on several occasion taking over as caretaker- 
manager pending new appointments. 

During the 1990s his services were in demand at the National level with a succession of managerial 
appointments—Irish Technical Colleges International team (1991), FAI Under 15 and Under 16 
International teams (1993 to 1995), National League Under 23 (1996) and National League Under 20 
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(1997). His period with the two Irish Under Age Squads was particularly rewarding with no losses in 
ten games. Under his management, Damian DufF and Ken Cunningham made their International 
debuts. He continued to improve his coaching skills, qualifying in 1992 as FAI Senior Coach and in 
1999 he added the prestigious European Coaching licence to his CV. 

When the Hiney Park was opened. Tommy developed and managed the Dundalk School of 
Excellence, embracing the whole local Schoolboys scene within the set up and he was the obvious 
choice as Head Coach and then Coordinator of the Dunfield Project, which linked Dundalk and 
Linfield in a Cross Border and Cross Community coaching scheme. Over its two year existence (1999- 
2001) this scheme brought hundreds of children together from Dundalk and Belfast in a programme, 
devised and managed by Tommy, designed to foster good relations through football. 

The primary purpose of his leaving was his need to find new challenges. His departure brought to a 
close a 40-year involvement with the club that spanned the most successful period in the clubs history. 


-2002-03- 

Stephen McGuinness and James Keddy (to Shamrock Rovers) and David Crawley (to Shels) were 
missing from the Cup winning squad, David Ward was back from his Newry loan period, Bryan 
McCrystal returned but Gary Haylock had an injury that kept him out until the League started. The 
season opened with the First Division Cup—played in two sections with six teams in each group. 
Dundalk’s group results would, unbeknownst to anyone, mirror the complete season—three losses, all 
at home, and second last place with four points, all gathered on the road. Worryingly, the standard of 
football was abysmally low. The strong running and effective linkage from midfield which had charac¬ 
terised the closing half of the previous season, had been replaced by a ‘hit-and-hope’ type of game, 
which even in the First Division held little prospects of success and provided absolutely no entertain¬ 
ment value. Compounding matters was a defence with a tendency to go AWOL. 

The notable exception to this pattern came in the FAI Cup first round tie against Shamrock Rovers 
at Oriel Park. Dominating the visitors to an even greater extent than in the previous season’s semi-final, 
Chris Lawless saw his 15th minute effort come back off the crossbar and then hooked off the line by a 
defender. A few minutes later, Martin Reilly got a deserved lead for Dundalk, turning in Donal 
Broughan’s fierce 20-yard header from Robbie Brunton’s corner. Rovers equalised on the stroke of half 
time from a dubious penalty, after what appeared to be only the slightest contact between Rover’s 
striker Tony Grant and Bryan McCrystal. Twenty minutes after the break, Grant gratefully seized on a 
charged-down clearance to put the Hoops ahead but with ten minutes remaining, David Ward’s 40- 
yard low drive beat the keeper to send the teams to Tolka on the following Tuesday. 

Dundalk’s short Cup reign lasted just 16 weeks after Rovers came out on top by 2-1 in the replay. 
An aggregate 9-0 defeat in the UEFA Cup by the Croatian professional team, Varteks, came as no 
surprise, but the low turnout in a near deserted Tolka Park for the home leg was a huge disappoint¬ 
ment. 

The awful home performances, which continued into the League, were papered over by a couple of 
away wins over Limerick and Sligo. But the September 25th performance against an Athlone team, run 
on a shoestring, plumbed the depths. One goal up after four minutes, Dundalk conspired to lose by 4- 
2 against the more hungry and fluent Midlanders—the Ajgus’ headline described it as a ‘bright start 
before self destruction’. Martin Murray’s frustrations resulted in his banishment from the touchline and 
there was no surprise when he tendered his resignation after the match. He confessed afterwards that he 
didn’t think he was the one to deliver the ‘swift kick’ the players needed and that his leaving was in the 
best interests of the club. 
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After 97 matches in the dugout, the man who had delivered the First Division championship and 
promotion in his first season, and the Carlsberg FAI Cup in his second, deserved a better exit. For 
many supporters the wrong party walked the plank. He certainly was entitled to expect better from this 
squad than the capitulation he had just witnessed. 

The club programme tribute was appropriate “Both as a player, and as manager of the Cup¬ 
winning side, Martin Murray has been one of the most popular and successful figures in the history of 
Dundalk Football club. The dignified manner of his departure, and the good wishes that accompanied 
him as he left, suggest that he will continue to be held in high regard by Dundalk supporters for a long 
time to come.” 

While the hunt for his replacement was in progress, candidate Ollie Ralph took control and 
notched up a win against Dermot Keelys Kildare County, lifting the team to third place in the table, a 
mere three points behind Waterford, and just two points adrift of Finn Harps. Even better, a week later 
Ollie delivered the first (and only) home win of the year, against second in the table Finn Harps, on a 
night which also featured an unforgettable goal by Donal Broughan with a stunning free kick from near 
the half way line. Notwithstanding the poor performances, 14 points had been harvested from the first 
seven League encounters, thanks to the away record. Promotion, or at worst a place in the play-offs, 
was still the expectation. 

The arrival of new manager, Trevor Anderson, was quickly followed by the departure of Ollie 
Ralph, who in a short time was back in charge at Newry Town. The 52-year old Anderson had done the 
rounds—almost 200 English League games in the 1970s with Manchester United, Swindon Town and 
Peterborough United, 22 Northern Ireland caps, and a succession of management jobs at Linfield, 
Newry and Ards. He opened his account with an away draw in Galway, to sit in second spot in the 
League table—a single point behind Waterford. 

Alas, there was no improvement—quite the opposite. “Abysmal”, “abject”, “appalling”, “no 
hunger”, “shapeless”, —these were the standard terms used to describe a succession of dismal perfor¬ 
mances “with each shambolic defeat worse than the one that preceded it.” The consequences were a 
paltry nine points from Trevor Anderson’s fifteen matches in charge and the only issue was avoiding 
application for re-election, an area last visited thirty years ago. 

For the denizens of the Shed, the pain stopped on Thursday January l6th 2003—at 9.35 p.m. to 
be precise—with a 1-0 loss to First Division Champions Waterford United, stretching the loss sequence 
to six games and the winless run to eight. For the masochists, there were two further doses—draws at 
Gortakeegan and Buckley Park—before the season, mercifully, came to a close. Fourth last in the First 
Division, which by common consent had one of its poorest campaigns, was the equivalent of 19th 
place in the League’s pecking order. Thankfully, it was the shortest season in the Leagues history, 
bridging the gap to the joys (?) of Summer Soccer. For Dundalk, it lasted 32 games and for the support¬ 
ers it could not come to an end quick enough. 

The season’s highlight? That lone Oriel Park win, under Ollie Ralph, against Harps when Donal 
Broughan scored the goal of the Century (the 21st one) with a truly magnificent free kick. 

By the time of the Waterford game, a number of questions had been answered. 

1 Could the season get any worse? The unfolding answer, week by week, was a resounding 
yes. 

2 Was it the worst season ever? Some old timers made comparisons with the hungry fifties, 
but they quickly dismissed any suggestion that it had ever been ‘that bad’. The early 70s got 
the odd vote, but by December the accolade of the ‘Worst Season Ever’ had only one 
candidate. At the end of January, when the win less match run stretched to ten, nobody was 
in any doubt. 
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One single home victory from fourteen fixtures sums up a dreadful season, which saw two 
managers (plus Ollie Ralph in charge for two games and two wins) juggle around with 36 players, 
giving some of the worst team performances ever inflicted on the Garrick Road faithful. And faithful 
(and uncritical) they remained to the very end. 

Their thoughts had now turned to other questions—Will it get any better? What about this new 
club licensing system? What’s the story on the new stand and other facilities? Is there a better way 
forward? Is promotion at any price to be the goal? If we did get back to the Premier Division, could we 
hold our own? Has the First Division any future? 

When Martin Murray left, Gerry McDermott articulated a number of issues in the ‘Argus’, which 
still remain valid. 

“ The big question doing the rounds this week has been: ‘Who’ll get the Dundalk job?’ ....But it is 
the wrong question. It would be far more beneficial for supporters, and board members, to ask: ‘What 
kind of set-up do we want at Oriel Park?’ At this critical time a little bit of foresight is called for. 
Instead of thinking about a manager who will deliver promotion this season, let’s think about where we 
want the club to be in five years time. 

In 2007, I want Dundalk to be a challenger for the Eircom League Premier Division title with a 

full-time squad that trains in the town every day.In 2007 I want the youth section of the club to 

be vibrant and successful at producing players for the first team. The relationship with the local 
schoolboy leagues will be excellent and their important position within the player production chain 
fully recognised and appreciated. Elite players from the locality will be choosing to stay and play for 
Dundalk rather than head to Dublin or England. 

In 2007 there will be a 10,000 seater stadium at Oriel Park, built to UEFA standards and complete 
with bars, function rooms. Conference centre. Gymnasium, sports shop and restaurant which generate 
a sizeable portion of the club’s income. 

To deliver the above aspirations, two appointments are necessary in the coming weeks. The new 
first team manager must be capable of delivering the footballing aspirations outlined above while the 
appointment of a chief executive is absolutely vital if the stadium facilities are to be provided. 

The new manager must be full-time and must live in the area. He must have experience of develop¬ 
ing youth structures as well as handling first team matters. He must also be a skilled communicator 
because the Dundalk job demands an ability to deal properly with fans and the media. If it takes time 
to find the right person, then so be it. Forget about promotion this season and concentrate on the 
bigger picture.” 

• UEFA Cup V. Varteks. 

Away August 15th, 2002, Lost 5-0. 

John Connolly, John Whyte, Robbie Brunton, Noel Melvin, Brian McCrystal, David Hoey, 
David Ward, John Flanagan, Chris Lawless, Ciaran Kavanagh, Martin Reilly. Subs used, 
Gary Haylock, Cormac and Chris Malone. 

Home (Tolka Park) August 29th, Lost 4-0. 

Ross Darcy for Noel Melvin and Gary Haylock for Chris Lawless. Subs used, Chris Lawless, 
Cormac and Chris Malone. 

• When Cormac and Chris Malone appeared together in the away tie, they became the third 
set of brothers to line out with Dundalk in a European competition match. Brian and Tom 
McConville, who featured in three European lineouts, were the first set when they togged 
out in September 1976 for the Oriel Park 1-1 draw against Eindhoven. Another 1-1 home 
draw, against Linfield in August 1979, saw Mick and Martin Lawlor make their first of five 




appearances together. The appearance of the Malones as subs for the Tolka tie against 
Varteks marked the tenth occasion that brothers had played together in European competi¬ 
tion. 


• The Lawlors experienced only one loss in their five games together—against Glasgov^^ Celtic 
at Parkhead. The McConvilles also tasted one defeat—the 6-0 away loss against Eindhoven. 


• The Hanrahan brothers also played in 
Europe, but not together—Peter in 1991 
against Kispest Honved and Joe in the 
Malmo games of 1995. 
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6 

12 
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League Away 
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4; 

4; 

3 
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14 

16 pts 
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5: 
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9 

28 

36 

9th 
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; 2 

0^ 

1 ; 

1 

3 

4 

IR 
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^ 2 

0; 

0 : 

2 

0 : 

9 


First Div Cup 

5 

i; 

D 

3 

3 

6 

DNQ 

Pres Cup 

1 

oi 

0; 

1 

: 0 

2 
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Total 

32 

6 

10 

16 

34 

57 



Goals 

TOT 

L FAI FDC 

Reilly Martin 

: 8 

6 2; 

Haylock Gary 

i 6 

6 

Malone Cormac 

: 4 

4 ; 

Broughan Dona! 

4 

4 ; 

Hoey David 

3 ; 

2 i 1 

Ward David 

3 ; 

2 ; 1 ; 

Brunton Robbie 

1 

1 

Duffy Andrew 

1 i 

1 : 

Watters Sean 

1 : 

1 ; 

Flanagan John 

1 i 

; 1 ; 

Lawless Chris 

1 : 

; 1 

Malone Chris 

^ 1 

^ 1 

Total 

34 

28 3 3 



2002-03 V. WATERFORD 

Back: Michael Dempsey, Paul Curran, Chris Malone, Chris Lawless, Alan Watters, Alan McCartney. 
Front: ]o\in Flanagan, Ciaran Kavanagh, David Hoey, David Ward, Tony Brunton. 
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Dundalk F.C. 


Honours and Statistics 

Honours 

Managers, Chairmen and Secretaries 
League Summary 
League Record By Season 
League Opponents 
FAI Cup 

Other Competitions 
European Games and Appearances 
Goals Scorers 
International Appearances 
Representative Appearances 
Appearances 1953-54 to 2002-03 
All Games Record 




Honours - wins 48 runner up 61 



LEAGUE 


LEINSTER CUP 

9 

Champions 

6 

Wins 


1932-33 1962-63 1966-67 


1950-51 1960-61 1970-71 


1975-76 1978-79 1981-82 


1973-741976-771977-78 


1987-88 1990-91 1994-95 

12 

Runners Up 

I 

Division i Champions 


1928-29 1934-35 1935-36 


2000-01 


1936-37 1938-39 1958-59 

10 

Runners Up 


1961-62 1964-65 1966-67 


1930-31 1936-37 i 94 i -43 


1981-82 1993-94 1994-95 


1947-48 1963-64 1967-68 

1979-80 1980-81 1986-87 


PRESIDENTS CUP 


1988-89 

9 

Wins 


FAI CUP 


1930-31 1951-5^ 1963-64 
1964-65 1979-80 1980-81 

9 

Wins 


1981-82 1988-89 1989-90 


1942 1949 1952 

*4 

Runners Up 


1958 1977 1979 


' 93^-33 > 943-44 > 949-50 


1981 1988 2002 


>952-53 1958-59 1968-69 

5 

Runners Up 


>972-73 1976-77 1977-78 


1931 1935 1938 


1982-83 1986-87 1987-88 


1987 1993 


1995-96 2002-03 


SHIELD 


DUBLIN CITY CUP 

2 

Wins 

5 

Wins 


1966-67 1971-72 


>937-38 > 94^-43 1948-49 

6 

Runners Up 


1967-68 1968-69 


1932-33 l 94 «- 4 i 1946-47 

8 

Runners Up 


1963-64 1967-68 1968-69 


1935-36 1936-37 i 940 - 4 > 


LEAGUE CUP 


1947-48 1965-66 1966-67 
>970-71 1983-84 

4 

Wins 




1977-78 1980-81 1986-87 


INTER CITY CUP 


1989-90 

1 

Win 

4 

Runners Up 


>942 


1982-83 1985-86 1988-89 

I 

Runners Up 


1994-95 


>949 


TOP FOUR CUP 


CASEY CUP 


414 


2 


Wins 

1963-64 1966-67 


Runners Up 
1962-63 














192.6...Trainers, Coaches, Managers...2003 


1926-27 to 1928-29 
1930-31 to 1933-34 
1934-35 to 1946-47 

1947- 48 to October 

from October 

1948- 49 to 1949-50 

1950- 51 

1951- 52 to 1954-55 

1955- 56 

1956- 57 to 1957-58 

1958- 59 

1959- 60 (from Dec.) 

1960- 61 to 62-63 

1963- 64 

1964- 65 

1965- 66 

1966- 67 to March 68 

1967- 68 from March 

1968- 69 

1969- 70 to 1971-72 

1972- 73 

1973- 74 to Oct 74 

Caretaker 
Nov 1974 to 82-83 

1983- 84 to March 

from March 

1984- 85 

1985- 86 to 1992-93 
1993-94 to Nov 
Nov 93 to Feb 96 
Feb 96 to season end 

1996- 97 to Feb 

next 3 games 
rest of season 

1997- 98 and 98-99 

1999- 2000 

2000- 01, to Oct '02 

next 2 games 
rest of season 


Joe McCleery 
Stephen Wright 
Gerry McCourt 
Harry Sellars 

Jack Barker: C J Rust (trainer) 

Ned Weir: Danny O'Donnell (trainer) 

Pat Gallagher (PC): Gerry McCourt (trainer) 

Gerry McCourt 

Walter Rickett (PC): Gerry McCourt (trainer) 

Joe Enright 
Joe Ralph 
Con Martin 

Gerry McCourt: Colm Bellew, Shay Noonan (Coaching) 
Joey Donnelly: Gerry McCourt (trainer) 

Shay Noonan 
Gerry Doyle 
Alan Fox (PM) 

Tommy Rowe 
Tommy Rowe 
Liam Tuohy 
Fran Brennan (PC) 

John Smith (PM) 

Peter Watson 
Jim McLaughlin (PM) 

John Dempsey (PM) 

Tommy Connolly 
Tommy Connolly 
Turlough O'Connor 
Tommy Connolly 
Dermot Keely 
Tommy Connolly 
John Hewitt (PM) 

Tommy Connolly 
Eddie May 

Jim McLaughlin and Tommy Connolly (joint) 

Terry Eviston 
Martin Murray 
Ollie Ralph 
Trevor Anderson 



Benny Kennedy 



John Dempsey 



CHAIRMEN 


1924-26 

James McCarthy 

1926-28 

JackO'Callaghan 

1928-42 

Peadar Halpin 

1942-46 

John Ballantine 

1946-52 

Jimmy Devlin 

1952-53 

Jack Flanagan 

1953-54 

Dr. Niail McGahon 

1954-55 

B O'H Kennedy 

1955-57 

Peadar Halpin 

1957-59 

Jack Kieran 

1959-61 

Jimmy Devlin 

1961-63 

Jim Malone 

1963-65 

B O'H Kennedy 

1965-66 

Jack Kieran 

1966-67 

Tom McGrath 

1967-68 

Vincent McKey 

1968-69 

Jim Malone 

1969-71 

John McLoughlin 

1971-73 

Joe Larkin 

1973 

Dee O'Kane 

1973-74 

Jim Malone 

1974-83 

Oliver Quinn 

1983-85 

Stephen Burns 

1985-87 

Enda McGuill 

1987-94 

Eamonn Hiney 

1994-98 

Enda McGuill 



Phil Flynn 


1998-00 Phil Flynn 

2000-03 Des Denning 


SECRETARIES 


1924-25 

William Hill 

1926-27 

Stephen McArdle 

1928-52 

Bob Prole 

1953-64 

Joe McGrath 

1965-66 

Paddy McCourt 

1966-68 

Norman Sudbury 

1969-72 

Des Casey 

1973-78 

Enda McGuill 

1978-81 

Mary Casey 

1981-03 

Elizabeth Duffy 


0 












All Games - 1926-27 TO 2002-03 



P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 


ledgue-Home 

929 

497 

209 

223 

1,795 

1,102 


league-Away 

930 

312 

242 

376 

1,380 

1,522 


league-Total 

1,859 

809 

451 

599 

3,175 

2,624 


FAI Cup 

243 

109 

63 

71 

404 

306 


League Cup 

121 

66 

27 

28 

221 

121 


Leinster Cup 

178 

88 

23 

67 

359 

242 


Presidents Cup 

44 

18 

8 

18 

82 

75 


Shield 

473 

223 

83 

167 

956 

817 


City Cup 

151 

76 

17 

58 

326 

264 


Casey Cup 

6 

3 

1 

2 

12 

12 


Top Four Cup 

9 

4 

2 

3 

12 

9 


First Div Cup 

5 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 









MOST GAMES 

DOMESTIC 

3089 

1397 

676 

1.016 

5.550 

4.476 

80-81 50 

Intercity Cup 

29 

9 

6 

14 

42 

61 

87-88 50 

North South Cup 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

4 


Blaxnit Cup 

3 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

MOSTWIHS 

Tyler Cup 

4 

2 

0 

2 

3 

3 

66-67 33 

North West Cup 

4 

1 

0 

3 

7 

13 


NORTH-SOUTH 

42 

13 

7 

22 

56 

84 

LEAST LOSSES 

European Cup 

18 

3 

4 

11 

13 

41 

75-76 4 

Fairs Cup 

6 

1 

1 

4 

4 

25 


European C W C 

8 

2 

1 

5 

7 

14 

MOSTORAWS 

UEFA Cup 

8 

0 

1 

7 

0 

19 

92-93 15 

EUROPEAN 

40 

6 

7 

27 

24 

99 

MOST LOSSES 








ALL 

3,171 

1.416 

690 

1,065 

5,630 

4,659 

54-55 25 


Summary of Results by Season 
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W 

0 

L 


P 

W 

0 

L 


P 

W 

0 

L 


P 

W 

0 

L 

26-27 

30 

5 

8 

17 

45-46 

35 

9 

11 

15 

64-65 

44 

20 

7 

17 

83-84 

36 

13 

10 

13 

27-28 

32 

18 

4 

10 

46-47 

35 

11 

7 

17 

65-66 

41 

16 

7 

18 

84-85 

39 

13 

12 

14 

28-29 

37 

17 

8 

12 

47-48 

32 

14 

7 

11 

66-67 

49 

33 

9 

7 

85-86 

35 

19 

9 

7 

29-30 

34 

14 

5 

15 

48-49 

44 

24 

11 

9 

67-68 

49 

29 

6 

14 

86-87 

41 

25 

8 

8 

30-31 

43 

19 

10 

14 

49-50 

39 

16 

6 

17 

68-69 

44 

25 

4 

15 

87-88 

50 

28 

10 

12 

31-32 

40 

20 

8 

12 

50-51 

41 

13 

9 

19 

69-70 

46 

19 

10 

17 

88-89 

49 

29 

13 

7 

32-33 

42 

26 

7 

9 

51-52 

44 

16 

12 

16 

70-71 

41 

15 

14 

12 

89-90 

44 

23 

9 

12 

33-34 

48 

23 

10 

15 

52-53 

42 

15 

11 

16 

71-72 

46 

24 

6 

16 

90-91 

39 

24 

10 

5 

34-35 

45 

20 

9 

16 

53-54 

38 

8 

7 

23 

72-73 

42 

10 

10 

22 

91-92 

45 

20 

14 

11 

35-36 

44 

21 

7 

16 

54-55 

38 

6 

7 

25 

73-74 

40 

21 

6 

13 

92-93 

45 

21 

15 

9 

36-37 

45 

19 

9 

17 

55-56 

36 

10 

8 

18 

74-75 

35 

12 

11 

12 

93-94 

40 

14 

14 

12 

37-38 

44 

24 

9 

11 

56-57 

39 

10 

11 

18 

75-76 

31 

17 

10 

4 

94-95 

47 

26 

10 

11 

38-39 

43 

20 

12 

11 

57-58 

41 

16 

7 

18 

76-77 

39 

19 

8 

12 

95-96 

44 

14 

12 

18 

39-40 

37 

16 

8 

13 

58-59 

43 

15 

6 

22 

77-78 

47 

19 

12 

16 

96-97 

48 

16 

11 

21 

40-41 

38 

16 

7 

15 

59-60 

40 

19 

6 

15 

78-79 

36 

23 

7 

6 

97-98 

44 

17 

10 

17 

41-42 

46 

25 

8 

13 

60-61 

40 

22 

3 

15 

79-80 

45 

27 

8 

10 

98-99 

43 

9 

14 

20 

42-43 

40 

20 

11 

9 

61-62 

43 

19 

7 

17 

80-81 

50 

31 

11 

8 

99-00 

40 

20 

7 

13 

43-44 

38 

13 

7 

18 

62-63 

40 

18 

10 

12 

81-82 

48 

28 

11 

9 

00-01 

41 

22 

9 

10 

44-45 

36 

12 

5 

19 

63-64 

45 

26 

8 

11 

82-83 

38 

20 

6 

12 

01-02 

41 

14 

14 

13 
















02-03 

32 

6 

10 

16 


416 





















League 77 SEASONS - 1926-27 To 2002-03 


HONOURS 

GAMES 

P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 

9 

Wins 

HOME 

929 

497 

209 

223 

1,795 

1,102 

10 

RUp 

AWAY 

930 

312 

242 

376 

1,380 

1,522 

1 

First Div 

TOTAL 

1,859 

809 

451 

599 

3,175 

2,624 





44% 

24% 

32% 




MOST SEASON GOALS 


WIN 

RU 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 



1930-31 

22 

11 

6 

5 

64 

43 

RU 

1932-33 


18 

13 

3 

2 

44 

21 

WIN 


1936-37 

22 

10 

4 

8 

41 

34 

RU 


1942-43 

18 

11 

4 

3 

40 

22 

RU 


1947-48 

14 

6 

5 

3 

21 

14 

RU 

1962-63 


18 

9 

6 

3 

39 

23 

WIN 


1963-64 

22 

12 

6 

4 

49 

27 

RU 

1966-67 


22 

15 

4 

3 

54 

19 

WIN 


1967-68 

22 

14 

2 

6 

44 

24 

RU 

1975-76 


26 

15 

10 

1 

54 

26 

WIN 

1978-79 


30 

19 

7 

4 

57 

25 

WIN 


1979-80 

30 

20 

6 

4 

59 

13 

RU 


1980-81 

30 

20 

5 

5 

63 

28 

RU 

1981-82 


30 

20 

6 

4 

61 

24 

WIN 


1986-87 

22 

12 

6 

4 

40 

21 

RU 

1987-88 


33 

19 

8 

6 

54 

32 

WIN 


1988-89 

33 

20 

11 

2 

55 

27 

RU 

1990-91 


33 

22 

8 

3 

52 

17 

WIN 

1994-95 


33 

17 

8 

8 

41 

25 

WIN 

2000-01 (First Div.) 

36 

20 

9 

7 

65 

38 

WIN 


SEQUENCES - ALL LEAGUE GAMES 


MATCH BEST - 4 GOALS 


1st game 

Fordsons 

21-Aug-26 

A 

1-2 

1st win 

Jacobs 

19-Sep-26 

H 

3-0 

1st draw 

Bohemians 

4-SeD-26 

H 

1-1 


10 Wins 

67-68 

9 Players 


22 Unbeaten 

5 Draws 

90-91(16) 91-92 (6) 
93-94 

Eddie Carroll, 

1928 

11 Losses 

13 Winless 

98-99 (8) 99-00 (3) 
98-99 (10) 99-00 (3) 

Artie Kelly, 

1941 

HOME 

10 Wins 

78-79 

Johnny Uvery, 

1941 

21 Unbeaten 

87-88 (4), 88-89 (16) 
89-90 (1) 

Joe Martin, 

1953 

6 Draws 

6 Losses 

93-94 

98-99 (3) 99-00 (3) 

Leo McOonaoh, 

1955 

10 Winless 

AWAY 

96-97 (8) 97-98 (2) 

Liam Munroe, 

1959 

6 Wins 

17 Unbeaten 

78-79 (3) 79-80 (3) 
90-91 (14) 91-92 (3) 

Turloubh O'Connor, 1969 

5 Draws 

12 Losses 

78-79 

52-53 (4) 53-54 (8) 

Seamus McOowell, 

1975 

18 Winless 

50-51 (4), 51-52 (11) 
52-53 (3) 

Oessie Gorman, 

1987 

FIRSTS 





GAMES GOALS Average 


1930-31 

22 

64 

2.91 

1945-46 

14 

36 

2.57 

1941-42 

18 

45 

2.50 

1940-41 

20 

43 

2.15 

^ 1980-81 

30 

63 

2.10 

1975-76 

26 

54 

2.08 

2000-01 

36 

65 

1.81 

1988-89 

33 

55 

1.67 

1993-94 

32 

37 

1.16 

BEST OEFENCE 

GAMES 

GOALS 

Average 

1979-80 

30 

13 

0.43 

1990-91 

33 

17 

0.52 

1982-83 

26 

17 

0.65 

1985-86 

22 

16 

0.73 

1947-48 

14 

14 

1.00 

1932-33 

18 

21 

1.17 

THE BIGGEST 

Win 

1932 

Jacobs 

9-0 (H) 


1980 

Shels 

9-0 (H) 

Loss 

1944 

Limerick 

1-9 (A) 

Aggregate 1955 

St Pats 

3-10 (A) 



iTflfUlS 

Martin Reilly 


SEASONS BEST 


2000-01 Reilly, Martin 20 

1959-60 Munroe, Liam 19 

1963-64 Hasty, Jimmy 18 

1990-91 Hanrahan, Peter 18 
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League Record by Season 1926-27 - 1951-52 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

ms-n Away 

9 

0 

3 

6 

14 

24 


1939-40 

Away 

11 

3 

3 

5 

21 

23 


Home 

9 

3 

3 

3 

16 

16 



Home 

11 

8 

0 

3 

24 

13 


Total 

18 

3 

6 

9 

30 

40 

10 th 


Total 

22 

11 

3 

8 

45 

36 

4th 

mi-2B Away 

9 

4 

2 

3 

24 

19 


1940-41 

Away 

10 

1 

1 

8 

9 

27 


Home 

9 

5 

1 

3 

20 

17 



Home 

10 

8 

0 

2 

34 

15 


Total 

18 

9 

3 

6 

44 

36 

5th 


Total 

20 

9 

1 

10 

43 

42 

7th 

1928-29 Away 

9 

2 

1 

6 

16 

27 


1941-42 

Away 

9 

2 

1 

6 

17 

22 


Home 

9 

5 

2 

2 

27 

17 



Home 

9 

6 

2 

1 

28 

14 


Total 

18 

7 

3 

8 

43 

44 

5th 


Total 

18 

8 

3 

7 

45 

36 

4th 

1929-30 Away 

9 

3 

1 

5 

21 

17 


1942-43 

Away 

9 

4 

3 

2 

16 

8 


Home 

9 

3 

2 

4 

17 

19 



Home 

9 

7 

1 

1 

24 

14 


Total 

18 

6 

3 

9 

38 

36 

5th 


Total 

18 

11 

4 

3 

40 

22 

RU 

1930-31 Away 

11 

4 

4 

3 

20 

19 


1943-44 

Away 

7 

2 

2 

3 

5 

7 


Home 

11 

7 

2 

2 

44 

24 



Home 

7 

4 

1 

2 

16 

12 


Total 

22 

11 

6 

5 

64 

43 

RU 


Total 

14 

6 

3 

5 

21 

19 

4th 

1931-32 Away 

11 

4 

2 

5 

22 

17 


1944-45 

Away 

7 

1 

0 

6 

9 

23 


Home 

11 

7 

3 

1 

34 

14 



Home 

7 

3 

3 

1 

13 

10 


Total 

22 

11 

5 

6 

56 

31 

4th 


Total 

14 

4 

3 

7 

22 

33 

6 th 

1932-33 Away 

9 

6 

2 

1 

22 

10 


1945-46 

Away 

7 

2 

1 

4 

18 

22 


Home 

9 

7 

1 

1 

22 

11 



Home 

7 

2 

4 

1 

18 

15 


Total 

18 

13 

3 

2 

44 

21 

WIN 


Total 

14 

4 

5 

5 

36 

37 

5th 

1933-34 Away 

9 

1 

3 

5 

10 

20 


1946-47 

Away 

7 

0 

3 

4 

12 

26 


Home 

9 

8 

0 

1 

23 

5 



Home 

7 

4 

0 

3 

13 

11 


Total 

18 

9 

3 

6 

33 

25 

4th 


Total 

14 

4 

3 

7 

25 

37 

6 th 

1934-35 Away 

9 

3 

2 

4 

16 

17 


1947-48 

Away 

7 

2 

2 

3 

5 

9 


Home 

9 

5 

2 

2 

21 

15 



Home 

7 

4 

3 

0 

16 

5 


Total 

18 

8 

4 

6 

37 

32 

5th 


Total 

14 

6 

5 

3 

21 

14 

RU 

1935-36 Away 

11 

2 

2 

7 

18 

26 


1948-49 

Away 

9 

5 

1 

3 

18 

15 


Home 

11 

7 

1 

3 

25 

13 



Home 

9 

4 

4 

1 

15 

9 


Total 

22 

9 

3 

10 

43 

39 

7th 


Total 

18 

9 

5 

4 

33 

24 

3rd 

1936-37 Away 

11 

3 

1 

7 

12 

20 


1949-50 

Away 

9 

2 

2 

5 

18 

22 


Home 

11 

7 

3 

1 

29 

14 



Home 

9 

5 

3 

1 

17 

9 


Total 

22 

10 

4 

8 

41 

34 

RU 


Total 

18 

7 

5 

6 

35 

31 

5th 

1937-38 Away 

11 

5 

2 

4 

20 

18 


1950-51 

Away 

9 

1 

2 

6 

16 

24 


Home 

11 

8 

2 

1 

33 

11 



Home 

9 

3 

2 

4 

19 

20 


Total 

22 

13 

4 

5 

53 

29 

3rd 


Total 

18 

4 

4 

10 

35 

44 

8 th 

1938-39 Away 

11 

3 

4 

4 

18 

20 


1951-52 

Away 

11 

0 

3 

8 

15 

32 


Home 

11 

7 

3 

1 

30 

11 



Home 

11 

4 

4 

3 

22 

18 


Total 

22 

10 

7 

5 

48 

31 

3rd 


Total 

22 

4 

7 

11 

37 

50 

11 th 
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League Record by Season 1952-53 - 1977-78 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

1952-53 Away 

11 

2 

2 

7 

20 

30 


1965-66 

Away 

11 

3 

3 

5 

14 

20 


Home 

11 

6 

4 

1 

25 

15 



Home 

11 

6 

0 

5 

18 

15 


Total 

22 

8 

6 

8 

45 

45 

6 th 


Total 

22 

9 

3 

10 

32 

35 

8 th 

1953-54 Away 

11 

0 

1 

10 

12 

35 


1966-67 

Away 

11 

7 

2 

2 

24 

15 


Home 

11 

4 

3 

4 

20 

19 



Home 

11 

8 

2 

1 

30 

4 


Total 

22 

4 

4 

14 

32 

54 

12 th 


Total 

22 

15 

4 

3 

54 

19 

WIN 

1954-55 Away 

11 

3 

1 

7 

21 

38 


1967-68 

Away 

11 

6 

1 

4 

21 

13 


Home 

11 

2 

2 

7 

18 

28 



Home 

11 

8 

1 

2 

23 

11 


Total 

22 

5 

3 

14 

39 

66 

12 th 


Total 

22 

14 

2 

6 

44 

24 

RU 

1955-56 Away 

11 

1 

2 

8 

16 

36 


1968-69 

Away 

11 

6 

3 

2 

28 

14 


Home 

11 

5 

3 

3 

21 

18 



Home 

11 

7 

0 

4 

26 

15 


Total 

22 

6 

5 

11 

37 

54 

10 th 


Total 

22 

13 

3 

6 

54 

29 

4th 

1956-57 Away 

11 

1 

4 

6 

14 

24 


1969-70 

Away 

13 

6 

3 

4 

19 

19 


Home 

11 

3 

4 

4 

19 

16 



Home 

13 

6 

3 

4 

23 

18 


Total 

22 

4 

8 

10 

33 

40 

10 th 


Total 

26 

12 

6 

8 

42 

37 

5th 

1957-58 Away 

11 

2 

2 

7 

17 

29 


1970-71 

Away 

13 

2 

6 

5 

18 

21 


Home 

11 

5 

1 

5 

21 

17 



Home 

13 

5 

5 

3 

19 

12 


Total 

22 

7 

3 

12 

38 

46 

8 th 


Total 

26 

7 

11 

8 

37 

33 

9th 

1958-59 Away 

11 

1 

1 

9 

11 

35 


1971-72 

Away 

13 

3 

1 

9 

18 

31 


Home 

11 

5 

2 

4 

23 

18 



Home 

13 

8 

2 

3 

21 

15 


Total 

22 

6 

3 

13 

34 

53 

11 th 


Total 

26 

11 

3 

12 

39 

46 

7th 

1959-60 Away 

11 

5 

2 

4 

25 

17 


1972-73 

Away 

13 

1 

4 

8 

10 

29 


Home 

11 

7 

1 

3 

25 

15 



Home 

13 

3 

2 

8 

9 

19 


Total 

22 

12 

3 

7 

50 

32 

5th 


Total 

26 

4 

6 

16 

19 

48 

13th 

1960-61 Away 

11 

4 

1 

6 

19 

23 


1973-74 

Away 

13 

5 

1 

7 

18 

21 


Home 

11 

8 

1 

2 

24 

14 



Home 

13 

7 

3 

3 

23 

15 


Total 

22 

12 

2 

8 

43 

37 

5th 


Total 

26 

12 

4 

10 

41 

36 

6 th 

1961-62 Away 

11 

3 

3 

5 

19 

24 


1974-75 

Away 

13 

3 

5 

5 

15 

22 


Home 

11 

5 

2 

4 

23 

12 



Home 

13 

7 

3 

3 

22 

14 


Total 

22 

8 

5 

9 

42 

36 

8 th 


Total 

26 

10 

8 

8 

37 

36 

5th 

1962-63 Away 

9 

2 

5 

2 

13 

12 


1975-76 

Away 

13 

7 

5 

1 

22 

10 


Home 

9 

7 

1 

1 

26 

11 



Home 

13 

8 

5 

0 

32 

16 


Total 

18 

9 

6 

3 

39 

23 

WIN 


Total 

26 

15 

10 

1 

54 

26 

WIN 

1963-64 Away 

11 

4 

3 

4 

23 

16 


1976-77 

Away 

13 

4 

4 

5 

22 

22 


Home 

11 

8 

3 

0 

26 

11 



Home 

13 

8 

1 

4 

29 

20 


Total 

22 

12 

6 

4 

49 

27 

RU 


Total 

26 

12 

5 

9 

51 

42 

5th 

1964-65 Away 

11 

3 

3 

5 

17 

22 


1977-78 

Away 

15 

3 

6 

6 

19 

27 


Home 

11 

4 

2 

5 

14 

15 



Home 

15 

6 

3 

6 

24 

19 


Total 

22 

7 

5 

10 

31 

37 

9th 


Total 

30 

9 

9 

12 

43 

46 

11 th 
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League Record by Season 1978-79 - 2002-03 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

POS 

1978-79 Away 

15 

7 

5 

3 

24 

14 


1991-92 

Away 

17 

8 

6 

3 

25 

19 


Home 

15 

12 

2 

1 

33 

11 



Home 

16 

6 

6 

4 

19 

12 


Total 

30 

19 

7 

4 

57 

25 

WIN 


Total 

33 

14 

12 

7 

44 

31 

4th 

1979-80 km\j 

15 

9 

3 

3 

21 

7 


1992-93 

Away 

16 

6 

4 

6 

16 

20 


Home 

15 

11 

3 

1 

38 

6 



Home 

16 

7 

9 

0 

19 

8 


Total 

30 

20 

6 

4 

59 

13 

RU 


Total 

32 

13 

13 

6 

35 

28 

4th 

1980-81 Away 

15 

8 

5 

2 

26 

13 


1993-94 

Away 

16 

7 

6 

3 

18 

8 


Home 

15 

12 

0 

3 

37 

15 



Home 

16 

3 

7 

6 

19 

19 


Total 

30 

20 

5 

5 

63 

28 

RU 


Total 

32 

10 

13 

9 

37 

27 

8 th 

1981-82 Away 

15 

8 

6 

1 

24 

12 


1994-95 

Away 

16 

5 

4 

7 

13 

16 


Home 

15 

12 

0 

3 

37 

12 



Home 

17 

12 

4 

1 

28 

9 


Total 

30 

20 

6 

4 

61 

24 

WIN 


Total 

33 

17 

8 

8 

41 

25 

WIN 

1982-83 Away 

13 

6 

3 

4 

16 

11 


1995-96 

Away 

17 

5 

5 

7 

19 

21 


Home 

13 

8 

3 

2 

16 

6 



Home 

16 

6 

4 

6 

19 

18 


Total 

26 

14 

6 

6 

32 

17 

3rd 


Total 

33 

11 

9 

13 

38 

39 

7th 

1983-84 Away 

13 

3 

7 

3 

14 

13 


1996-97 

Away 

17 

4 

5 

8 

12 

24 


Home 

13 

6 

2 

5 

24 

18 



Home 

16 

5 

4 

7 

20 

26 


Total 

26 

9 

9 

8 

38 

31 

7th 


POff 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

1 











Total 

35 

10 

9 

16 

35 

51 

10 th 

1984-85 Away 

15 

3 

5 

7 

15 

22 











Home 

15 

6 

5 

4 

19 

17 


1997-98 

Away 

16 

5 

3 

8 

17 

28 


Total 

30 

9 

10 

11 

34 

39 

8 th 


Home 

17 

7 

6 

4 

24 

15 











Total 

33 

12 

9 

12 

41 

43 

6 th 

1985-86 Away 

11 

6 

3 

2 

21 

8 











Prem. Home 

11 

6 

3 

2 

14 

8 


1998-99 

Away 

17 

2 

4 

11 

7 

22 


Div. Total 

22 

12 

6 

4 

35 

16 

3rd 


Home 

16 

4 

5 

7 

16 

18 











Total 

33 

6 

9 

18 

23 

40 

12 th 

1986-87 Away 

11 

5 

4 

2 

22 

15 











Home 

11 

7 

2 

2 

18 

6 


1999-00 

Away 

18 

11 

3 

4 

28 

16 


Total 

22 

12 

6 

4 

40 

21 

RU 

First 

Home 

18 

9 

3 

6 

22 

15 










Div. 

Total 

36 

20 

6 

10 

50 

31 

4th 

1987-88 Away 

16 

8 

4 

4 

23 

18 











Home 

17 

11 

4 

2 

31 

14 


2000-01 

Away 

18 

7 

6 

5 

30 

24 


Total 

33 

19 

8 

6 

54 

32 

WIN 

First 

Home 

18 

13 

3 

2 

35 

14 










Div. 

Total 

36 

20 

9 

7 

65 

38 

WIN 

1988-89 Away 

17 

9 

6 

2 

24 

15 











Home 

16 

11 

5 

0 

31 

12 


2001-02 

Away 

16 

5 

4 

7 

17 

25 


Total 

33 

20 

11 

2 

55 

27 

RU 

Prem. 

Home 

17 

4 

8 

5 

20 

21 










Div 

Total 

33 

9 

12 

12 

37 

46 

10 th 

1989-90 Away 

16 

7 

6 

3 

18 

8 











Home 

17 

10 

2 

5 

32 

18 


2002-03 

Away 

11 

4 

4 

3 

16 

14 


Total 

33 

17 

8 

8 

50 

26 

3rd 

First 

Home 

11 

1 

4 

6 

12 

22 










Div 

Total 

22 

5 

8 

9 

28 

36 

9th 

1990-91 Away 

17 

12 

4 

1 

27 

9 











Home 

16 

10 

4 

2 

25 

8 











Total 

33 

22 

8 

3 

52 

17 

WIN 
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League Record Against All Opponents (i) 


p 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Fordsons--Cork- 

Cork Utd. 




Drumcondra 







Home 22 

9 

4 

9 

48 

47 

Home 

44 

23 

9 

12 

85 

71 

Away 22 

3 

8 

11 

30 

48 

Away 

44 

18 

5 

21 

77 

77 

Total 44 

12 

12 

20 

78 

95 

Total 

88 

41 

14 

33 

162 

148 

Cork Bohemians 






Home Farm-Dublin City 





Home 2 

1 

1 

0 

4 

1 

Home 

21 

13 

4 

4 

41 

19 

Away 2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

Away 

22 

13 

6 

3 

36 

18 

Total 4 

2 

2 

0 

6 

2 

Total 

43 

26 

10 

7 

77 

37 

Cork Athletic 






Jacobs 







Home 9 

5 

2 

2 

18 

14 

Home 

6 

6 

0 

0 

28 

3 

Away 9 

2 

1 

6 

12 

20 

Away 

6 

4 

1 

1 

25 

8 

Total 18 

7 

3 

8 

30 

34 

Total 

12 

10 

1 

1 

53 

11 

Evergreen-Cork Celtic 





Reds Utd. 







Home 28 

16 

5 

7 

61 

36 

Home 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Away 28 

8 

5 

15 

44 

61 

Away 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Total 56 

24 

10 

22 

105 

97 

Total 

2 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

Cork Hibernian 






Shamrock Rovers 






Home 19 

8 

1 

10 

32 

38 

Home 

79 

34 

21 

24 

117 

100 

Away 19 

2 

7 

10 

19 

34 

Away 

80 

18 

21 

41 

106 

170 

Total 38 

10 

8 

20 

51 

72 

Total 

159 

52 

42 

65 

223 

270 

Albert Rvrs-C Alberts- 

Cork Utd. 



Shelbourne 







Home 6 

4 

0 

2 

13 

5 

Home 

79 

38 

18 

23 

160 

121 

Away 6 

2 

3 

1 

8 

5 

Away 

76 

28 

16 

32 

98 

114 

Total 12 

6 

3 

3 

21 

10 

Total 

155 

66 

34 

55 

258 

235 

Cork City 






St James's Gate 






Home 22 

8 

8 

6 

26 

22 

Home 

18 

11 

3 

4 

46 

29 

Away 23 

10 

5 

8 

21 

27 

Away 

18 

6 

2 

10 

33 

43 

Total 45 

18 

13 

14 

47 

49 

Total 

36 

17 

5 

14 

79 

72 

Cobh Ramblers 






St Francis 







Home 11 

6 

4 

1 

19 

13 

Home 

4 

2 

1 

1 

10 

2 

Away 9 

3 

3 

3 

11 

9 

Away 

4 

3 

1 

0 

12 

3 

Total 20 

9 

7 

4 

30 

22 

Total 

8 

5 

2 

1 

22 

5 

All 8 Cork teams 






St Patrick's Athletic 






Home 119 

57 

25 

37 

221 

176 

Home 

55 

25 

17 

13 

82 

56 

Away 118 

31 

33 

54 

147 

205 

Away 

56 

15 

18 

23 

74 

97 

Total 237 

88 

58 

91 

368 

381 

Total 

111 

40 

35 

36 

156 

153 

Bohemians 






Transport 







Home 80 

33 

26 

21 

137 

99 

Home 

14 

9 

2 

3 

39 

17 

Away 81 

20 

25 

36 

111 

133 

Away 

14 

2 

5 

7 

21 

28 

Total 161 

53 

51 

57 

248 

232 

Total 

28 

11 

7 

10 

60 

45 

Brideville 






UCD 







Home 15 

11 

4 

0 

45 

21 

Home 

16 

8 

5 

3 

32 

11 

Away 15 

3 

3 

9 

21 

27 

Away 

16 

7 

5 

4 

25 

17 

Total 30 

14 

7 

9 

66 

48 

Total 

32 

15 

10 

7 

57 

28 

Dolphin 






All 14 Dublin teams 






Home 7 

5 

1 

1 

20 

11 

Home 

439 

219 

111 

109 

844 

560 

Away 7 

2 

1 

4 

9 

15 

Away 

440 

139 

no 

191 

649 

751 

Total 14 

7 

2 

5 

29 

26 

Total 

879 

358 

221 

300 

1.493 

1,311 


421 






League Record Against All Opponents 


(II) 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Galway Rovers-United 





Kilkenny City 






Home 

24 

17 

5 

2 

52 

22 

Home 

5 

4 

1 

0 

7 

1 

Away 

24 

9 

9 

6 

32 

24 

Away 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Total 

48 

26 

14 

8 

84 

46 

Total 

9 

6 

2 

1 

13 

7 

Athlone Town 







Limerick 







Home 

33 

20 

3 

10 

56 

35 

Home 

65 

45 

11 

9 

131 

51 

Away 

35 

15 

11 

9 

44 

37 

Away 

65 

30 

14 

21 

114 

104 

Total 

68 

35 

14 

19 

100 

72 

Total 

130 

75 

25 

30 

245 

155 

Bray Unknowns 






Longford Town 






Home 

17 

16 

1 

0 

58 

14 

Home 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

3 

Away 

17 

5 

5 

7 

41 

36 

Away 

5 

2 

2 

1 

8 

6 

Total 

34 

21 

6 

7 

99 

50 

Total 

9 

4 

3 

2 

14 

9 

Bray Wanderers 






Monaghan Utd. 






Home 

11 

5 

3 

3 

17 

10 

Home 

10 

4 

2 

4 

15 

9 

Away 

12 

7 

2 

3 

15 

13 

Away 

10 

3 

3 

4 

14 

13 

Total 

23 

12 

5 

6 

32 

23 

Total 

20 

7 

5 

8 

29 

22 

Derry City 







Thurles Town 






Home 

20 

7 

7 

6 

26 

25 

Home 

5 

5 

0 

0 

18 

2 

Away 

19 

7 

6 

6 

17 

19 

Away 

5 

4 

1 

0 

15 

4 

Total 

39 

14 

13 

12 

43 

42 

Total 

10 

9 

1 

0 

33 

6 

Drogheda United 






Sligo Rovers 






Home 

34 

17 

10 

7 

63 

34 

Home 

59 

33 

12 

14 

109 

62 

Away 

32 

17 

8 

7 

54 

28 

Away 

59 

17 

17 

25 

107 

113 

Total 

66 

34 

18 

14 

117 

62 

Total 

118 

50 

29 

39 

216 

175 

Finn Harps 







Waterford 







Home 

21 

9 

5 

7 

31 

24 

Home 

62 

37 

12 

13 

141 

72 

Away 

22 

7 

6 

9 

25 

33 

Away 

62 

16 

14 

32 

89 

128 

Total 

43 

16 

11 

16 

56 

57 

Total 

124 

53 

26 

45 

230 

200 

Kildare County 






All 37 Teams 






Home 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Home 

929 

497 

209 

223 

1,795 

1.102 

Away 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

2 

Away 

930 

312 

242 

376 

1,380 

1,522 

Total 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

4 

Total 1,859 

809 

451 

599 

3,175 2,624 



422 









FAI Cup - WIN 9 Runner Up 5 Semi-Finals 28 Games 243 


FINALS 



1 MATCH BEST 


PENALTIES 

1930/31 

Shamrock Rvrs 

1-1 

U 




1930/31 

Shamrock Rvrs 

0-1 

RU 1929 

Carroll, Eddie 

4 

3 Hoonan, Shay 

1934/35 

Bohemians 

3-4 

RU i 1936 

Sayers, Joe 

3 


1937/38 

St. James' Gate 

1-2 

RU i 1944 

Flanaban, D 

3 

2 Cleary, John 

1941/42 

Cork Utd 

3-1 

W 1967 

Stokes, Derek 

3 

2 Dainty, Jimmy 

1948/49 

Shelbourne 

3-0 

W 1997 

Gallen, Joe 

3 

2 Donnelly, Joey 

1951/52 

Cork Athletic 

1-1 

D 



2 Flanagan, Leo 

1951/52 

Cork Athletic 

3-0 

W j SEASON BEST.5 GOALS 

2 Malone, Joey 

1957/58 

Shamrock Rvrs 

1-0 

W 




1976/77 

Limerick 

2-0 

W 1931 

McCourt, Gerry 


CAREER GOALS 

1978/79 

Waterford 

2-0 

W 1949 

Henderson, Ronnie 


1980/81 

Sligo Rovers 

2-0 

W 1952 

Martin, Joe 


14 J Donnelly 

1986/87 

Shamrock Rvrs 

0-3 

RU 1952 

Fearon, Johnny 


9 Eddie Carrou 

1987/88 

Oerry City 

1-0 

W j 2002 

Haylock, Gary 


9 Gerry McCourt 

1992/93 

Shelbourne 

0-1 

RU I 



9 Paddy Barlow 

2001/02 

Bohemians 

2-1 

w 



8 Joe Martin 







8 OoNAL Flanagan 


BIGGEST WINS 

1936 7-1 

B&l 

1967 6-0 

Tramore Athletic 

BIGGEST LOSS 

1964 0-7 

Shamrock Rovers 

MOST AGGREGATE GOALS 



Artie Kelly 


Single Match 

1952 Waterford 6-4 

Single Tie 

1941 Shels 16 goals 

4-4, 3-3,2-0 


MOST FREQUENT OPPONENT 


Ties 

Sham Rov. 20 


Games 

31 


Joe Martin 


MOST CAMPAIGN GOALS 


1952 19 in 6 games 

1941 14 in 5 games 

2002 14 in 8 games 


LONGEST TIE 


1982 Bohs, S-F., 4 games 
3-3, 0-0,1-1,1-2 


Derek Stokes 


MEOALLISTS ROLL OF HONOUR 




5 

Martin Lawlor 

3 Winners, 79, '81, '88 
2RUp '87, '93 

4 

Joey Donnelly 

1 Winner, 42 

3RUp '31, '35, '38 

3 

Tommy McConville 

3 Winners, 77, 79, 81. 

3 

Richie Blackmore 

3 Winners, 77, 79, 81. 

3 

Biuy O'Heill 

1 Winners, 42 

2 R Up'3 5, '38 

3 

Alan O'Neill, Terry Eviston 

AND Gino Lawless 

1 Winner, 88 

2 R Up'87, '93 


SCOREO 2 IN A FINAL 


1942 Kelly, Artie 
1949 Walsh, JoHMHY 
1977 Flanasah, Terry 
2002 Haylock, Gary 


4^3 






























Leinster Cup - 6 wins h Runner Up 


424 


WINS 

FINALS 


RUp 

MATCH BEST 4 GOALS 

MEDALS 4 EACH 


Shamrock R 

0-1 

28-29 

Carrdll, Ed 



WINS 

RUP 


St. James' G 

0-2 

34-35 

Athlone 

27-28 

Tdm McCdnville 

3 

/ 


Drumcondra 

0-2 

35-36 

Sayers, Jde 


Led McDdnabh 

2 

2 


St. James' G 

0-1 

36-37 

Dolphin 

35-36 

Patsy McKedwn 

1 

3 


Drumcondra 

1-2 

38-39 

Cdusihs, T 


Jde Ddnnelly 


4 

50-51 

St. Patrick's A 

2-1 


Longford 

90-91 

Henry Hirst 


4 


Drumcondra 

2-5 

58-59 

Ldughlan, T 





60-61 

Drumcondra 

1-0 


StJGate 

94-95 




Drumcondra 

0-1 

61-62 

3 EACH 







Home Farm 

1-2 

64-65 

CAREER BEST 13 GOALS 

Jimmy Dainty 




Bohemians 

0-1 

66-67 



3 


70-71 

Shamrock R 

5-2 


Jimmy Hasty and Eddie Carrdll 

Brian McCdnville 

3 


73-74 

Bohemians 

1-0 




Richie Blackmdre 

2 

/ 

76-77 

Bohemians 

1-0 


SEASON BEST 7 GOALS 

Jimmy Hasty 

/ 

2 

77-78 

Bohemians 

1-0 




Christy Barrdn 

/ 

2 


Shamrock R 

1-2 

81-82 

Eddie Carrdll 

28-29 

Billy O'Neill 


3 


Shelbourne 

0-1 

93-94 



Billy Pdwell 


3 


UCD 

1-2 

94-95 



Gerry McCdurt 


3 


City Cup 


- 40 Seasons (9 league format 31 Knock Out) 5 wins 8 Runner Up 


FINALS 


MATCH BEST 5 GOALS 


MEDALS 4 EACH 


35-36 

RU 

Bohemians 

3-4 

36-37 

RU 

Sligo Rovers 

0-2 

37-38 

WIN 

Cork 

2-1 

40-41 

RU 

Drumcondra 

0-3 

42-43 

WIN 

Drumcondra 

4-2 

47-48 

RU 

League 


48-49 

WIN 

League 


65-66 

RU 

Cork Hibernian 

2-3 

66-67 

RU 

Shamrock Rvrs 

1-2 

67-68 

WIN 

Shamrock Rvrs 

1-0 

68-69 

WIN 

Shamrock Rvrs 

5-2 

70-71 

RU 

Cork Hibernian 

3-5 

83-84 

RU* 

Shamrock Rvrs 

0-0 


Peadar Walsh 

(H)Waterford 6-0 47-48 
(H)Waterford 7-0 48-49 


SEASON BEST GOALS 


11 Peadar Walsh 48-49 
10 Peadar Walsh 47-48 
10 Ddhal Flahadah 43-44 


CAREER BEST GOALS 


Billy O'Neill 
P Turher 
T McCdnville 


3 EACH 


J Ddhnelly 
K Murray 
J Pattersdh 
B McAfee 
P McKedwh 


* Penalties 


26 P Walsh 


F Brehhah 


18 D Flanagah 


9 P Turher 


WINS 

2 

2 

2 


RUP 

2 

2 

2 


2 i / 
2 ! / 
/ 12 
1 12 
1 \2 
1 12 


Shield - 48 Seasons 1926 - 27 TO jz - 73 and 1983 - 84 


WINS 2 

CAREER BEST GOALS 

SEASON BEST GOALS 

DOUBLE SHIELD WINNERS 66-67 AND 71-72 

1966-67 1971-72 

Eddie Carrdll 41 

Jde Sayers 19 

1935-36 

Eddie Carrdll 16 

1927-28 

Jdhn Smith 14 

1932-33 

Fran Brennan, Paddy Turner 

RUNNER UP 6 

MATCH BEST 

DOUBLE HAHRICKS 

32-33,41-42,46-47 
63-64, 67-68, 68-69 

Jde Sayers 5 

Bohs (H) 35-36 

Terry Murray, Jim Higgins 

Waterford (H) 7-3 1949-50 

Walter Rickeu, Led McDdnagh 

Evergreen (H) 6-1 1955-56 





































Presidents Cup - Wins 9 Runner Up 13 


FINALS 




MEDALLISTS 

30-31 

W** 

Shamrock R. 

7-3 

Martin Lawlor (6) 

32-33 


Shamrock R. 

0-2 

4 Wins, 2 R Up 

43-44 


Shamrock R. 

2-3 


49-50 


Drumcondra 

1-2 

Tommy McConville (6) 

51-52 

W 

Drumcondra 

2-1 

3 Wins, 3 R Up 

52-53 

** 

St. Patrick's A. 

0-5 


58-59 


Drumcondra 

3-4 

Richie Blackmore (5) 

63-64 

W 

Shelbourne 

4-3 

3 Wins, 2 R Up 

64-65 

W** 

Shamrock R. 

4-2 


68-69 


Shamrock R. 

2-3 

4 Each 

72-73 


Shamrock R. 

1-3 

Paddy Dunning 

76-77 

** 

Bohemians 

0-1 

& Leo Flanagan 

77-78 


Bohemians 

1-2 

3 Wins, 1 R Up 

79-80 

w 

Bohemians 

2-1 


80-81 

w** 

St. Patrick's A 

3-0 

Mick Shelley 

81-82 

w 

AthloneT * 

2 - 1 , 2-2 

& Bind Lawless 

82-83 

agis 

Bohemians * 

0-1, 3-2 

2 Wins, 2 R Up 

86-87 


Shamrock R. 

2-3 


87-88 

pens. 

Shamrock R. 

0-0 

Barry Kehoe 

88-89 

W 

St. Patrick's A 

3-2 

1 Win, 3 R up 

89-90 

W 

Bray Wand's 

3-1 


95-96 


Shelbourne 

1-2 


02-03 


Shelbourne 

0-2 


** Replay 

* Two Legs 



League Cup wins 4 

Runner Up 4 

FINALS 




MATCH BEST GOALS 

1977/78 

1st Leg Cork Alberts 2-2 


Patmore, W 4 


Cork Alberts 2-2 

W (pens) 

94-95 V. Longford 

1980/81 

1st Leg Galway R 0-0 


Crawley, W 3 


2nd leg Galway R 0-0 

W (pens) 

82-3 V. Home F. 

1982/83 


AthloneTown 1-2 

RU 

Hanrahan, P 3 

1985/86 


Galway Utd. 0-2 

RU 

91-92 V. Athlone 

1986/87 


Shamrock R. 1-0 

W 

Hoey, D 3 

1988/89 


Derry City 0-4 

RU 

97-8 V. Monaghan 

1989/90 


Derry City 1-1 

W (pens) 

WiTHNELL , P 3 

1994/95 

1st Leg 

Cork City 0-1 


97-8 V. Drogheda 

2nd Leg 


Cork City 1-1 

RU 




1962-63 Lost to Drumcondra 0-3 
LEADING SCORER Leo O’Reilly (6) 

Inter City Cup 

41 -42 31 -M3y-42 Sham Rvrs 1 -0 WIN 

48-49 18-May-49 Sham Rvrs 0-3 R UP 


j SEASONS BEST GOALS 

Patmore,W 

6 

94-5 

Hewe, Paul 

5 

89-0 

Hanrahan,P 

5 

91-2 

Byrne, B 

5 

97-8 

i CAREER BEST GOALS 

Byrne, B 

11 


i MEDAL WINNERS 

bWLOR, M 

3WINS + 2RU 

McConville,T 

2WiNS-h2RU 

Murray, M 

2WINS + 2RU 

Malone, Joey 

2WiNS-h2RU 


Top Four Cup - z wins, qualified 5 Seasons. 


62-63 

Drumcondra 

0-1 

L 


63-64 

Shamrock R 

3-2 

W 

S-final 

63-64 

Limerick 

0-0 

D 

Final 

63-64 

Limerick 

2-0 

WIN 

Final rep. 


LEADING smiR Jmr Htsrr 3 


66-67 

Sligo Rovers 

2-1 

W 

S-final 

66-67 

Bohemians 

0-0 

D 

Final 

66-67 

Bohemians 

2-1 

WIN 

Final rep. 

67-68 

Shamrock R 

2-2 

L 

Corners 

68-69 

Shamrock R 

1-2 

L 



42-5 





















Dundalk in Europe - 1963 - Z003 


4z6 



ll-Sep-63 

EC 

FC Zurich 

H 

0-3 

L 


25-Sep-63 

EC 

FC Zurich 

A 

2-1 

W 

Dermot Cross, Jimmy Hasty 

20-Sep-67 

EC 

Vasas Budapest 

H 

0-1 

L 


ll-Oct-67 

EC 

Vasas Budapest 

A 

1-8 

L 

Danny Hale 

ll-Sep-68 

FAIRS 

DOS Utrecht 

*A 

1-1 

0 

Derek Stokes 

l-Oct-69 

FAIRS 

DOS Utrecht 


2-1 

w 

Derek Stokes, Jimmy Morrissey 

30-Oct-68 

FAIRS 

Glasgow Rangers 

A 

1-6 

L 

Kei//>7 Murray, (p) 

I 3 -N 0 V -68 

FAIRS 

Glasgow Rangers 

H 

0-3 

L 


16-Sep-69 

FAIRS 

Liverpool 

A 

0-10 

L 


30-Sep-69 

FAIRS 

Liverpool 

H 

0-4 

L 


15-Sep-76 

EC 

PSV Eindhoven 

H 

1-1 

0 

Seamus McDowell 

29-Sep-76 

EC 

PSV Eindhoven 

A 

0-6 

L 


14-Sep-77 

CWC 

Hadjuk Split 

H 

1-0 

W 

Terry Flanagan 

28-Sep-77 

CWC 

Hadjuk Split 

A 

0-4 

L 


28-Aug-79 

EC 

Linfield 


1-1 

0 

Liam Devine 

5-Sep-79 

EC 

Linfield 

*A 

2-0 

w 

Cathal Muckian(2) 

19-Sep-79 

EC 

Hibs (Malta) 


2-0 

w 

Liam Devine(sub),Hilary Carlyle 

26-Sep-79 

EC 

Hibs (Malta) 

*A 

0-1 

L 


24-Oct-79 

EC 

Glasgow Celtic 

A 

2-3 

L 

Cathal Muckian, Mick Lawlor (sub) 

7 -N 0 V -79 

EC 

Glasgow Celtic 

H 

0-0 

0 


17-Sep-80 

UEFA 

FC Porto 

A 

0-1 

L 


l-Nov-80 

UEFA 

FC Porto 

H 

0-0 

0 


16-Sep-81 

CWC 

Fram Rekjavik 

*A 

1-2 

L 

Mick Fairclough 

30-Sep-81 

CWC 

Fram Rekjavik 


4-0 

W 

Mick Fairclough,Brian Duff,Martin Lawlor, 
Leo Flanagan,(pen). 

21-Oct-81 

CWC 

Tottenham Hotspur 

H 

1-1 

0 

Mick Fairclough 

4 -N 0 V- 8 I 

CWC 

Tottenham Hotspur 

A 

0-1 

L 


14-Sep-82 

EC 

Liverpool 

H 

1-4 

L 

Leo Flanagan 

28-Sep-82 

EC 

Liverpool 

A 

0-1 

L 


16-Sep-87 

CWC 

Ajax 

A 

0-4 

L 


30-Sep-87 

CWC 

Ajax 

H 

0-2 

L 


7-Sep-88 

EC 

Red Star Belgrade 

H 

0-5 

L 


5-0ct-88 

EC 

Red Star Belgrade 

A 

0-3 

L 


13-Sep-89 

UEFA 

Wettingen 

A 

0-3 

L 


27-Sep-89 

UEFA 

Wettingen 

H 

0-2 

L 


18-Sep-91 

EC 

Kispest Honved 

A 

1-1 

0 

Ricky McEvoy 

2-0ct-91 

EC 

Kispest Honved 

H 

0-2 

L 


9-Aug-95 

UEFA 

Malmo FF 

H 

0-2 

L 


23-Aug-95 

UEFA 

Malmo FF 

A 

0-2 

L 


15-Aug-02 

UEFA 

Varteks 

A 

0-5 

L 


29-Aug-02 

Ties Won* 

UEFA 

Varteks 

H 

0-4 

L 
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European Games Appearances - 40 GAMES 125 PLAYERS 


19 

McConville, Tom 

5 

Murphy. John 

2 

Byrne, Brian 

2 

Whelan. Anto 

18 

Blackmore, Richie 

5 

Devine. Liam 

2 

Callan, Francie 

2 

Whyte. John 

18 

Lawlor, Martin 

5 

Duff, Brian 

2 

Carroll. Eamon 

2 

Withnell, Peter 

14 

Dunning, Paddy 

4 

Coll, James 

2 

Clarke, Jerome 

2 

Gannon. Jim 

14 

Flanagan, Leo 

4 

Lawless, Eddie 

2 

Coady, John 

2 

Haylock, Gary 

13 

Byrne, Sean 

4 

Mackey, Dave 

2 

Collins. Roddy 

2 

Lawless, Chris 

9 

Lawlor. Mick 

4 

McConville, Brian 

2 

Connolly. John 

2 

Malone, Chris 

8 

Brennan, Fran 

4 

McDowell.Seamus 

2 

Cross, Dermot 

2 

Malone, Cormac 

8 

Carlyle. Hilary 

4 

McLaughlin, Jim 

2 

Dalton. Mick 

2 

Ralph. Ollie 

8 

Fairclough, Mick 

4 

McManus, Jack 

2 

Devlin. Frank 

2 

Reilly, Jimmy 

8 

Keely, Dermot 

4 

Morrissey. Jimmy 

2 

Doohan, Mick 

2 

Sheehy, Sean 

8 

Kehoe, Barry 

4 

Murray, Martin 

2 

Flanagan, John 

1 

Campbell. Frank 

8 

Murray, Kevin 

4 

O'Reilly, Des 

2 

Fox, Alan 

1 

Cruise. Pat 

8 

O'Neill, Alan 

4 

Gorman. Dessie 

2 

Futcher, Paul 

1 

Darcy, Ross 

8 

Shelly, Mick 

4 

King, Noel 

2 

Hale, Danny 

1 

Hendricks. Charlie 

8 

Stokes, Derek 

4 

O'Brien, Derek 

2 

Hanrahan, Joe 

1 

Irwin, Brian 

7 

Lawless. Gino 

4 

McKenna. Vincent 

2 

Hanrahan, Peter 

1 

Keogh. Andy 

7 

Millington. Mick 

3 

Cavanagh,Tony 

2 

Hasty, Jimmy 

1 

Kinsella, Tommy 

7 

Dainty. Jimmy 

3 

Cousins, Tony 

2 

Hoey, David 

1 

Lyons, Timmy 

7 

Archbold, John 

3 

Newe, Paul 

2 

Kavanagh, Ciaran 

1 

McArdle, Davy 

6 

Gregg. Eamon 

3 

O'Connell, Tony 

2 

Kelly, Stephen 

1 

Melvin, Noel 

6 

Malone, Joey 

3 

Blount. Kevin 

2 

Kennedy, Billy 

1 

O'Reilly, Leo 

6 

Muckian, Cathal 

3 

Crawley. Willie 

2 

McCrystal, Brian 

1 

Pownall, Stan 

6 

O'Connor, Turlough 

3 

Flanagan. Terry 

2 

McCue, Harry 

1 

Byrne. Mick 

6 

Wyse, Larry 

3 

Hannigan, Ben 

2 

McEvoy, Ricky 

1 

Eccles, Peter 

6 

Cleary, John 

2 

Barron, Christy 

2 

Murphy. Ronnie 

1 

Kavanagh, Mick 

6 

Daly, Terry 

2 

Bartley. Tony 

2 

O'Doherty, Tony 

1 

Long. Keith 

6 

Eviston, Terry 

2 

Braddish, Synan 

2 

Reilly, Martin 

1 

Lopez. Cesar 

6 

Gilmore, Larry 

2 

Brady. Paul 

2 

Rowe. Tommy 

1 

Purdy, Richie 

6 

Turner, Paddy 

2 

Britton, Matt 

2 

Swan, Maurice 

488 

TOTAL 

5 

McKeown, Patsy 

2 

Brunton, Robbie 

2 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 



5 

McNulty. Tom 

2 

Burke, Jim 

2 

Ward, David 

Appearances include 


substitute appearances 


GAMES 40 





PENALTIES 2 

GOALS 24 


P 

W 

D 

L 

Kevin Murray 

3 

Champions Cup 

18 

3 

4 

11 

1968 V. Glasgow Rangers 

Muckian, Faircloubh 

Cup Winners Cup 

8 

2 

1 

5 


2 

Fairs Cup 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Leo Flanaban 

Stokes, Devine, L Fianaban 

UEFA 

8 

0 

1 

7 

1981 V. Fram 

1 

Cross, Hasty, Hale, Morrissey, 

All 

40 

6 

7 

27 

*Liam Devine's 2 goals 
were scored on substitute 

Murray, McDoweu,1 Flanaban, 

Carlisle, Duff, Lawlor(Mick), 

Home 

20 

4 

5 

11 

appearances 

Lawlor (Martin), McEvoy. 
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Goals, Goals, Goals, Goals 


ALL COMPETITIONS 
142 Donnelly, Joey 
113 Carroll, Eddie 
109 Martin, Joe 
103 Hasty. Jimmy 
103 Turner, Paddy 
96 Callan, Francie 
90 McCourt, Gerry 
86 O'Connor, Turlough 
71 Walsh, Peadar 
68 McDonagh, Leo 


65 McArdle. Jimmy 
62 Fairclough, Mick 
56 Smith, John 
56 Stokes. Derek 
54 Eviston, Terry 
53 Flanagan. Leo 
53 Gorman. Dessie 
52 Barlow. Paddy 
52 Flanagan. Donal 
51 Hannigan. Ben 
48 Hanrahan, Peter 


46 McNulty. Tom 
43 Cleary. John 
43 Hale. Danny 
43 Munroe, Liam 
43 Sayers, Joe 
41 Dainty. Jimmy 
41 Patton, Sammy 
40 Carlyle. Hillary 
40 Kehoe, Barry 
40 Morgan. Hugh 



Donal Flanagan 


FAI CAREER 

14 

Donnelly. Joey 

9 

Carroll. Eddie 

9 

McCourt, Gerry 

9 

Barlow. Paddy 

8 

Martin, Joe 

8 

Flanagan. Donal 

6 

McDonagh, Leo 

6 

Eviston, Terry 

6 

McArdle, Jimmy 

6 

Fearon, Johnny 

6 

Lavery, Johnny 

CITY CUP CAREER 

26 

Walsh, Peadar 

18 

Flanagan, Donal 

9 

Turner, Paddy 

8 

Donnelly, Joey 

8 

Martin. Joe 

8 

Matthews, Johnny 

LEAGUE CUP 

11 

Byrne, Brian 

8 

Cleary, John 

9 

Kehoe. Barry 

7 

Eviston, Terry 

PRESIDENTS CUP 

5 

Donnelly, Joey 

5 

Turner, Paddy 

5 

Fairclough, Mick 

LEINSTER CUP 

13 

Hasty, Jimmy 

13 

Carroll, Eddie 

11 

Donnelly, Joey 

10 

McCourt. Gerry 


LEAGUE CAREER GOALS 


7D 

Donnelly, Joey 

59 

Hasty, Jimmy 

58 

Martin, Joe 

54 

Turner, Paddy 

54 

D'Connor, Turlough 

48 

Fairclough, Mick 

47 

Carroll, Eddie 

47 

McCourt, Gerry 

42 

Callan, Francie 

41 

McDonagh, Leo 

41 

Flanagan, Leo 

41 

Gorman, Dessie 

4D 

McNulty, Tom 

39 

Eviston, Terry 

38 

McArdle, Jimmy 

38 

Hanrahan, Peter 

35 

Carlyle, Hillary 

33 

Hannigan, Ben 

32 

Dainty, Jimmy 

3D 

Smith. John 

3D 

Reilly, Martin 



Paddy Turner 


SHIELD CAREER 


41 Carroll. Eddie 

34 Donnelly, Joey 

34 Callan, Francie 

31 Martin, Joe 

27 Turner, Paddy 

23 McCourt. Gerry 

23 Smith, John 



Jimmy Kelly 

SEASDN BEST 

35-36 

Sayers, Joe 

43 

27-28 

Carroll, Eddie 

38 

28-29 

Carroll, Eddie 

37 

63-64 

Hasty. Jimmy 

35 

41-42 

Kelly, Artie 

34 

48-49 

Walsh, Peadar 

3D 

32-33 

Smith, John 

29 

43-44 

Flanagan, Donal 

28 

66-67 

Hale, Danny 

28 

47-48 

Walsh, Peadar 

27 

68-69 

D'Connor, Turlough27 

30-31 

McCourt, Gerry 

26 

31-32 

Smith, John 

26 

52-53 

Martin, Joe 

26 

66-67 

Hannigan, Ben 

26 

68-69 

Stokes, Derek 

26 

71-72 

D'Connor, Turlough26 
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International Caps - 


II PLAYERS, 42 CAPS 


BOB EGAN 



1 


20-Apr-29 

H 

Fr 

Belgium 

4-0 

JOEY DONNELLY 



10 


16-Dec-34 

H* 

Fr 

Hungary 

2-4 

5-May-35 

A 

Fr 

Switzerland 

0-1 

8-May-35 

A 

Fr 

Germany 

1-3 

8-Dec-35 

H 

Fr 

Holland 

3-5 

17-Mar-36 

H 

Fr 

Switzerland 

1-0 

3-May-36 

A 

Fr 

Hungary 

3-3 

9-May-36 

A* 

Fr 

Luxembourg 

5-1 

17-Oct-36 

H**Fr 

Germany 

5-2 

6-Dec-36 

H 

Fr 

Hungary 

2-3 

lO-Oct-37 

A 

WC 

Norway 

2-3 

BILLY O'NEILL 



11 


8-Dec-35 

H 

Fr 

Holland 

3-5 

17-Mar-36 

H 

Fr 

Switzerland 

1-0 

3-May-36 

A 

Fr 

Hungary 

3-3 

9-May-36 

A 

Fr 

Luxembourg 

5-1 

17-Oct-36 

H 

Fr 

Germany 

5-2 

6-Dec-36 

H 

Fr 

Hungary 

2-3 

17-May-37 

A 

Fr 

Switzerland 

1-0 

23-May-37 

A 

Fr 

France 

2-0 

7 -N 0 V -37 

H 

WC 

Norway 

3-3 

18-May-39 

A 

Fr 

Hungary 

2-2 

23-May-39 

A 

Fr 

Germany 

1-1 

MICK HOY 



6 


lO-Oct-37 

A 

WC 

Norway 

2-3 

18-Sep-38 

H 

Fr 

Switzerland 

4-0 

13-NOV-38 

H 

Fr 

Poland 

3-2 

28-Mar-39 

H 

Fr 

Hungary 

2-2 

18-May-39 

A 

Fr 

Hungary 

2-2 

23-May-39 

A 

Fr 

Germany 

1-1 

DICKY LUNN 



2 


18-Sep-38 

H 

Fr 

Switzerland 

4-0 

13-NOV-38 

H 

Fr 

Poland 

3-2 

TERRY MURRAY 



1 


lO-May-50 

A 

Fr 

Belgium 

1-5 

TONY O'CONNELL 


1 


23-Oct-66 

H 

EC 

Spain 

0-0 

TOM MCCONVILLE 

1 



lO-Oct-71 

A 

EC 

Austria 

0-6 

TURLOUGH O'CONNOR 

5 


lO-Oct-71 

A 

EC 

Austria 

0-6 

ll-Jun-72 

A 

BIC 

Iran 

2-1 

18-Jun-72 

A * 

BIC 

Ecuador 

3-2 

21-Jun-72 

A 

BIC 

Chile 

1-2 

25-Jun-72 

A 

BIC 

Portugal 

1-2 

SYNAN BRADDISH 


2 


5-Apr-78 

H 

Fr 

Turkey 

4-2 

12-Apr-78 

A 

Fr 

Poland 

0-3 

MICK FAIRCLOUGH 


2 


21-May-82 

A 

Fr 

Chile 

0-1 

30-May-82 

A 

Fr 

Trin.& Tobago 

1-2 

*Scored 1 goal 


** 

Scored 2 goals 




UNDER 21 CAPS-6 Players-15 caps 


SYNAN BRADDISH 1 

3/8/78 H FR N Ireland 1-1 

MARTIN LAWLOR 5 

6/18/79 A n USSR 0-1 

6/20/79 A TT Argentina 1 - 4 

6/22/79 A n Hungary 0-3 

6/23/79 A n Yugosl'ia 1-2 

9/12/79 H FR Poland (s) 1-1 

TONY COUSINS 2 

4/24/90 H FR**Malta (s) 1-1 

5/30/90 A FR* Malta 1-1 

PAUL BRADY 1 

10/16/90 H Turkey EC 3-2 

TOMMY DUNNE 5 

10/13/92 A EC Denmark 2-3 

11/17/92 A EC Spain 1-2 

3/9/93 H EC Germany 0-1 

4/27/93 H EC Denmark 0-2 

5/26/93 A EC Albania (s) 1-1 

RITCHIE PURDY 1 

5/26/93 A EC Albania 1-1 


FR Friendly EC European Champ. 
IT Toulon Tournament * Scored 
(s) Sub 
** Oriel Park 



Bob Egan Dicky Lunn 









Representative Appearances with the League of Ireland 


1 

Anderson, Alex 

7 

Dunning, Paddy 

1 

La very, Johnny 

6 

Murray, Terry 

1 

Barlow, Paddy 

1 

Durkan, Walter 

9 

Lawless, Gino 

7 

Napier, Stephen 

1 

Berry, Jack 

4 

Eviston, Terry 

26 

Lawlor, Martin 

3 

O'Connell, Tony 

6 

Blackmore, Richie 

2 

Fairclough, Mick 

2 

Leathern, Johnny 

1 

O'Connor, Turlough 

1 

Braddish, Synan 

3 

Fallon, Willie 

4 

Lunn, Dicky 

1 

O'Mahoney, Jim 

1 

Brady, Paul 

1 

Ferguson, Bob 

1 

Mackey, Dave 

17 

O'Neill, Alan 

3 

Brennan, Fran 

18 

Flanagan, Leo 

1 

Maloney, Bob 

2 

O'Neill, Billy 

1 

Britton, Matt 

1 

Fox, Alan 

2 

Maloney, Fergus 

2 

Patton, Sam 

6 

Byrne Sean 

2 

Gavin, Paddy 

1 

Martin, Joe 

1 

Prizeman, Jonathon 

4 

Byrne, Brian 

2 

Gorman, Dessie 

7 

Matier, Jerry 

2 

Purdy, Riichie 

1 

Carlyle, Hilary 

5 

Gregg, Eamon 

5 

Matthews, Johnny 

3 

Ralph, Joe 

2 

Carroll, Eddie 

1 

Hamilton, Eddie 

1 

McAlinden, Kevin 

1 

Reid, Ted 

1 

Coady, John 

1 

Hannigan, Ben 

21 

McConville, Tom 

1 

Richards, Len 

1 

Coleman, Willie 

1 

Hanrahan, Peter 

3 

McDonagh, Leo 

1 

Skivington, Mick 

3 

Coll, James 

2 

Harte, Ted 

2 

McDonald, Don 

1 

Smith, Bob 

3 

Connell, Dave 

1 

Hearty, Jim 

2 

McDonnell, Jimmy 

2 

Tizard, Charlie 

2 

Corr, Peter 

1 

Henderson, Ronnie 

1 

McDowell, Seamus 

1 

Toman, Bill 

1 

Cousins, Tony 

3 

Hoy, Mick 

4 

McKeown, Patsy 

1 

Turner, Paddy 

1 

Crawley, David 

6 

Keely, Dermot 

1 

McManus, Jack 

6 

Van Boxtell, Eddie 

1 

Crawley, Tom 

14 

Kehoe, Barry 

4 

McNulty, Tom 

3 

Walsh, Jackie 

5 

Dainty Jimmy 

2 

Kelly, Jimmy 

1 

McStey, Jim 

3 

Walsh, Peadar 

2 

Donnelly, Joe 

1 

Kiernan, Freddie 

5 

Muckian.Cathal 

2 

Whitnell, Peter 

2 

Dunne, Tommy 

1 

King, Noel 

1 

Murray, Martin 

1 

Williams, Steve 







1 

Wilson, Jim 



lUeUEOFIRELAHO ¥. IRISH LEAGUE, DALYMOUHT PARK. MARCH tJTH 1949. 

Back. Sean Fallon (Sligo), Tommy Kinsella (Drums), Tony McKeown (Limerick), Norman Tapken (Shels), Larry O’Byrne (Shamrock Rm.), Sam 
Waters (Sligo), Jimmy Gaynor (Shamrock Rvrs), S Pearson (Shels) Trainer. 

Front. Arthur Fitzsimons (Shels), Brendan Carroll (Shels), Johnny Matthews (Dundalk) captain, Peter Desmond (Shels), 

Eamon Hamilton (Dundalk). 
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League of Ireland Appearances to 1949 


43i 



lO-Mar-28 

H 

IL 3-1 

Toman, Bill 

SUMMARY - 37 Players 

6-0ct-28 

H 

WL 4-3 

Carroll, Eddie Ig 



9-Mar-29 

A 

IL 1-2 

Carroll, Eddie Ig 

Matier. Jerry 

1 

l-Mar-30 

H 

IL 1-6 

Ferguson, Bob 

Matthews, Johnny 

5 

3-May-30 

A 

WL 1-6 

Berry, Jack 

Lunn, Dicky 

4 

2-May-31 

H 

WL 3- 1 

Reid, Ted 

Fallon, Willie 

3 

13-Feb-32 

A 

WL 4-2 

Patton, Sam 

Hoy. Mick 

3 

16-0ct-32 

H 

WL 2-0 

Patton, Sam 

Walsh, Jackie 

3 

18-Mar-35 

H 

WL 2- 1 

Richards, Len 

Walsh, Peadar 

3 

17-Mar-37 

H 

Y 3-2 

Donnelly. Joe Ig 

Carroll, Eddie 

2 



Bob Smith, Billy O'Neill 

Corr, Peter 

2 

17-Mar-38 

H 

IL 1-3 

Donnelly. Joe 

Donnelly, Joe 

2 



Bob Maloney, Billy O'Neill, Mick Hoy 

Kelly, Jimmy 

2 

ll-Mar-39 

A 

IL 2-1 

Hoy, Mick 

Leathern, Johnny 

2 



Charlie lizard, Dicky Lunn 

McDonald, Don 

2 

17-Mar-39 

H 

SL 2- 1 

Hoy, Mick 

O'Neill, Billy 

2 



Charlie lizard, Dicky Lunn 

Patton, Sam 

2 

18-Mar-40 

H 

IL 2-0 

Lunn, Dicky 

Tizard, Charlie 

2 

14-Apr-41 

A 

IL 1-2 

Crawley, Tom 

Hearty, Jim 

1 




Lunn, Dicky 

Anderson, Alex 

1 

17-Mar-42 

H 

IL 2-2 

Lavery, Johnny 

Barlow, Paddy 

1 




Matier, Jerry 

Berry, Jack 

1 

6-Apr-42 

A 

IL 2-5 

Matier, Jerry 

Crawley, Tom 

1 

17-Mar-43 

H 

IL 0-1 

Barlow, Paddy 

Ferguson, Bob 

1 



Jerry Matier, Don McDonald, John Leathern 

Hamilton, Eddie 

1 

26-Apr-43 

A 

IL 2-2 

Leathern, Johnny Ig 

Henderson, Ronnie 

1 




McDonald, Don 

Kiernan, Freddie 

1 

17-Mar-44 

H 

IL 3-4 

Matier, Jerry 

Lavery, Johnny 

1 




O'Mahoney, Jim 

Maloney, Bob 

1 

lO-Apr-44 

A 

IL 2-2 

Matier, Jerry 

McAlinden, Kevin 

1 

17-Mar-45 

H 

IL 2- 1 

Fallon, Willie 

McStey, Jim 

1 




Matier, Jerry 

Murray, Terry 

1 

2-Apr-45 

A 

IL 5-3 

Fallon, Willie Ig 

O'Mahoney, Jim 

1 




Matier, Jerry 

Reid, Ted 

1 

18-Mar-46 

H 

IL 1-2 

Fallon, Willie 

Richards, Len 

1 

22-Apr-46 

A 

IL 0-3 

Hearty, Jim 

Skivington, Mick 

1 




McAlinden, Kevin 

Smith, Bob 

1 

17-Mar-47 

H 

IL 2-2 

Corr, Peter Ig 

Toman, Bill 

1 

7-Apr-47 

A 

IL 1-0 

Corr, Peter 

Wilson, Jim 

1 




Kelly, Jimmy 



30-Apr-47 

H 

EL 1-3 

Kelly, Jimmy Ig 

EL=English Lge. 


17-Mar-48 

H 

IL 2- 1 

Walsh, Peadar 

IL=lrish Lge. 


29-Mar-48 

A 

IL 0-4 

Kiernan, Freddie 

SL=Scottish Lge. 


14-Apr-48 

A 

EL 0-4 

Matthews, Johnny 

WL=Welsh Lge. 




Jack and Peadar Walsh, Jim McStey 

Y=Yugoslavia 


l-Oct-48 

A 

SL 1-5 

Anderson, Alex 





Terry Murray, Jack Walsh 





Jim Wilson, Johnny Matthews 



17-Mar-49 

H 

IL 0-0 

Hamilton, Eddie 






Matthews, Johnny 



18-Apr-49 

A 

IL 1-4 

Henderson, Ronnie Ig 





Peadar Walsh, Johnny Matthews 



4-May-49 

H 

EL 0-5 

Matthews, Johnny 




Jack Walsh, Mick Skevington 



Jim Hearty 



Jerry Matier 



Alex Anderson 



Ronnie Henderson 








League of Ireland Appearances to 1950 to 1972 


15-Feb-50 

A 

EL 

0-7 

17-Mar-50 

H 

IL 

3- 1 

lO-Apr-50 

A 

IL 

2-2 

17-Mar-51 

H 

WGLO-7 

4-Apr-51 

H 

EL 

0 - 1 

lO-Oct-51 

A 

EL 

1-9 

5-May-52 

H 

USA 4-0 

17-Mar-53 

H 

EL 

0-2 

22-Apr-53 

H 

IL 

0-3 

23-Sep-53 

H 

WL 

3-0 

lO-Feb-54 

A 

EL 

1-9 

17-Mar-54 

H 

SL 

1-3 

17-Mar-59 

H 

EL 

0-0 

17-Mar-60 

H 

HL 

5-2 

12-Apr-60 

H 

IL 

2 - 1 

5-Oct-60 

A 

SL 

1-5 

17-Mar-61 

H 

IL 

2-3 

3-Apr-61 

A 

IL 

1 - 1 

18-Mar-63 

H 

IL 

1-3 

23-Sep-64 

H 

SL 

2-2 

9-Sep-66 

A 

SL 

0-6 

23-Mar-67 

A 

IL 

1-3 


25-Oct-67 

H 

IL 

3-2 

8-NOV-67 

H 

EL 

2-7 

4-Sep-68 

H 

SL 

0-0 

9-Apr-69 

A 

IL 

2 - 1 

22-Sep-71 

H 

EL 

1-2 

3-Feb-72 

H 

IL 

1 - 1 


Murray, Terry 
Murray, Terry 
Murray, Terry 
Martin, Joe 
Murray, Terry 
Murray, Terry 
McDonagh, Leo 
Durkan, Walter 
Maloney, Fergus 
Gavin, Paddy 
Gavin, Paddy 
McDonagh, Leo 
Maloney, Fergus 
Ralph, Joe 
Ralph, Joe 
Ralph, Joe 
McDonagh, Leo 
Harte, Ted 
Harte, Ted 
Coleman. Willie 
McDonnell, Jimmy 
McKeown, Patsy 
McDonnell, Jimmy 
McKeown. Patsy 
McKeown, Patsy 
Hannigan, Ben 
McKeown, Patsy 
Fox, Alan 
Turner, Paddy Ig 
O'Connell, Tony 
Brennan, Fran 
O'Connell, Tony 
Brennan, Fran 
O'Connell. Tony 
Brennan, Fran 
O'Connor, Turlough Ig 
McConville Tom 
McConville Tom 


EL=English, HL=Hessen, IL=lrish, SL=Scottish, 
WGL=West German WL=Welsh League 



18 PLAYERS 


Murray. Terry 5 

McKeown, Patsy 4 

Brennan, Fran 3 

McDonagh. Leo 3 



Terry Murray 

Ralph, Joe 3 

O'Connell, Tony 3 

Gavin, Paddy 2 

Harte. Ted 2 

Maloney, Fergus 2 

McDonnell. Jimmy 2 

McConville, Tom 2 



Fergus Maloney 



Walter Durkan 


Durkan, Walter 1 

Coleman, Willie 1 

Fox, Alan 1 

Hannigan, Ben 1 

Martin, Joe 1 

O'Connor, Turlough 1 
Turner, Paddy 1 

Patsy McKeown Ben Hannigan 



0 








League of Ireland Appearances 1977 to 1984 


16-Mar-77 

Oriel Park 

IL 

21-Sep-77 

Dublin 

ROI 

20-Apr-78 

B. Aires 

Arg. 

14-Apr-79 

Away 

ltU21 

16-Apr-79 

Switz. 

Chiasso 

23-Jun-79 

Away 

Malaysia 

25-Jun-79 

Away 

Singapore 

Aug-79 

Spain 

Bilboa 

Aug-79 

Spain 

Valencia 

Aug-79 

Spain 

Uni. Guad 

25-Aug-79 

Dublin 

Liverpool 

12-Oct-79 

Dublin 

NZ 

17-Mar-80 

Dublin 

SL 

l-May-80 

B. Aires 

Arg. 

4-May-80 

Cipolatti 


8-May-80 

Cipolatti 


1 l-May-80 

Newells Old Boys 

18-May-80 

Rosario Central 

15-Apr-81 

Dublin 

IL 

23-Sep-81 

Maceio 

Brazil 

8-May-82 

Auckland 

NZ 

9-May-82 

Rotorua 

NZ 

12-May-82 

Gisborne 

NZ 

16-May-82 

Dunedin 

NZ 

19-May-82 

Invercargill N Z 

27-Apr-83 

Rome 

It Oly XI 

15-Feb-84 

Padua 

ItLXI 

30-Oct-84 

Belfast 

IL 


2-0 TMcC, SMcD, JD, JMcM 

1-2 TMcC, PD 

1-3 SB(lgl) 

0-1 JD. PD, CM, LF 

1-1 JD. PD, CM. LF.ML 

0-1 JD.CM.ML, DK 

4-1 JD,CM(lgI),ML,DK,SB(s) 

1- 4 TMcC 

TMcC 

TMcC 

CM. ML. DK, LF 

2- 1 LF,HC(lgl) 

2-1 TMcC, PD, ML, LF (Igl), SB(s) 

0-1 TMcC. PD. ML, LF 

0-1 TMcC, DK, ML, LF 

2-1 TMcC.DK.ML.LFdgI) 

1-1 TMcC, ML. LF 

1-6 TMcC. ML. LF(lgl), PD(s) 

1- 0 RB. PD, DK, ML. LF. MF 

0-6 RB, TMcC, ML. LF, MF 
0-1 RB. TMcC, ML. EG, LF, SB 
0-1 RB. TMcC. ML, EG, LF. SB 
0-0 RB, TMcC. ML, EG, LF, 

2- 1 RB, TMcC, ML, EG, LF, SB 

0-1 TMcC, ML. EG, LF. SB 
0-2 TMcC, ML, LF, NK (s) 

0-0 ML, BK 

0-4 TNcC, ML. BK 


IL=lrish League, SL=Scottish Lge, Arg=Argentina, NZ=New Zealand 
It L=ltalian Lge, It U21=ltalian UnderZls, It Oly Xl=ltalian Olympic XI 
Uni. Guad=University de Guadalajarra (s) =Sub 


SUMMARY 


ML Martin Lawlor 20 

TMcC Tom McConville 19 

LF Leo Flanagan 18 

PD Paddy Dunning 7 

DK Dermot Keely 6 

SB Sean Byrne 6 

RB Richie Blackmore 6 

CM Cathal Muckian 5 

EG Eamon Gregg 5 

JD Jimmy Dainty 5 

BK Barry Kehoe 2 

MF Mick Fairclough 2 

JMcM Jack McManus 1 

SMcD Seamus McDowell 1 

NK Noel King 1 

HC Hillary Carlyle 1 

SB Synan Braddish 1 



Leo Flanagan 














League of Ireland Appearances to 1986 to 1988 


17-Mar-86 

Dublin 

Irish League 

2-0 

Dave Connell 

SUMMARY 


28-Apr-86 

Baghdad 

Iraq FA 

0-1 

Alan O'Neill, Dave Connell 



Aug-86 


South Korea 


Alan O'Neill, Dave Connell 

O'Neill, A 

16 

29-Aug-86 

Singapore 

Saudi Arabia 

2-2 

Alan O'Neill, Dave Connell 

Kehoe, B 

12 

17-Mar-87 

Newry 

Irish League 

1-2 

Martin Lawlor, Gino Lawless 

Lawless, G 

9 

19-Aug-87 

Dublin 

Liverpool 

0-5 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe, Gino Lawless 

Lawlor, M 

5 

l-Aug-88 

New York 

New York 

* 

Terry Eviston, Barry Kehoe, Martin Lawlor. 

Eviston, T 

4 


* Abandoned due to lights failure 

Alan O'NeilLGino Lawless, Martin Murray 

Connell, D 

4 

2-Aug-88 

F Lauderdale 

F Lauderdale 

2-5 

Eviston, Kehoe, Lawlor, O'Neill, Lawless 

Gorman. D 

2 

3-Aug-88 

Los Angeles 

Univ de 

0-3 

Eviston, Kehoe, Lawlor, O'Neill, Lawless 

Murray, M 

1 



Guadalajarra 





4-Aug-88 

Los Angeles 

El Salvador 

0-1 

Eviston, Kehoe, Lawlor, O'Neill, Lawless 



OLYMPIC QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT 



FINAL TABLE 

I9-N0V-86 

Milltown 

Hungary 

1-2 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe, Gino Lawless (s) 


Pnts 

4-Feb-87 

Tolka 

Spain 

2-2 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe, 

Sweden 

13 

5-May-87 

A 

Sweden 

0-1 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe, Des Gorman (s) 

Hungary 

11 

ll-Aug-87 

A 

France 

1-1 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe, Gino Lawless 

Spain 

6 

26-Aug-87 

Dalymount 

Sweden 

0-1 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe, Gino Lawless (s) 

Ireland 

5 

18-NOV-87 

Dalymount 

France 

3-0 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe. 

France 

5 

4-May-88 

A 

Hungary 

1-3 

Alan O'Neill, Des Gorman 



18-May-88 

A 

Spain 

2-2 

Alan O'Neill, Barry Kehoe (scored 1 goal) 





1987-88 LOI at London Airport. 

The League of Ireland party in August 1988 
at London Airport en route to the USA for a 
four-match trip, which took in New York, Fort 
Lauderdale and Los Angeles. Jim McLaughlin 
was team manager, Enda McGuill was 
President of the League. Frank O'Reilly was 
team doctor and there were six Dundalk 
players in the squad, Alan O'Neill, Martin 
Lawlor, Martin Murray, Terry Eviston, Gino 
Lawless and Barry Kehoe. 
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League of Ireland Appearances to 1990 to 1999 


24-Aug-90 H 

Australia Olympic XI 
U21s 

2-2 

Brady, Paul 
Cousins, Tony (Igl) 

19-NOV-91 H 

Irish League 

0-2 

Hanrahan, Peter 
Mackey, Dave 
O'Neill, Alan 

23-Jul-93 H 

Leeds Utd. 

2-2 

Coll, James 

Dunne, Tommy 
McNulty, Tom 

lO-Aug-93 H 

Blackburn Rovers 

0-1 

Coll, James 


Dunne, Tommy 
McNulty, Tom 
Purdy, Riichie 


17-Aug-93 

H 

RCS 

(Czechoslovakia) 

1-4 

Lawlor, Martin 
McNulty, Tom 

Purdy, Riichie 

19-Oct-93 

H 

Liverpool 

1-2 

Coil, James 

McNulty, Tom 

26-Oct-94 

A 

Welsh League 

2-0 

Coady, John 

8 -N 0 V -94 

H 

Gothenburg 

1-0 

Coady, John 

4-Apr-95 

A 

Irish League 

U21s 

0-0 

Britton, Matt (s) 

Van Boxtel, Eddie (s) 

2-Apr-96 

H 

Welsh League 

0-1 

Byrne, Brian 

Napier, Stephen 

13-May-96 

H 

ROI U21s 

2-2 

Byrne, Brian 

Napier, Stephen 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 

25-May-96 

A 

USA Olympic XI 

1-4 

Byrne, Brian 

Napier, Stephen 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 

29-May-96 

A 

S.Carolina 

Shamrocks 

3-2 

Byrne, Brian 

Napier, Stephen 

l-Jun-96 

A 

USA Olympic XI 

1-4 

Napier, Stephen 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 

5-Jun-96 

H 

Croatia 

2-2 

Napier, Stephen 

Van Boxtel, Eddie (s) 
Withnell, Peter (s) 

ll-Jun-96 

H 

S Korea Olympic XI 

1-1 

Napier, Stephen 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 
Withnell, Peter (s) 

l-Apr-97 

H 

USA U21s 

1-3 

Crawley, David (s) 
Prizeman, Jonathon 

9-Feb-99 

H 

ROI 'B' 

3-4 

Williams, Steve 


SUMMARY 


Napier, S. 7 

Van Boxtel, E 6 

McNulty, Tom 4 

Byrne, Brian 4 

Coll, James 3 

Coady, John 2 

Dunne, T 2 

Purdy, Ritchie 2 

Whitnell, Peter 2 

Brady, Paul 1 

Cousins, Tony 1 

Hanrahan, Peter 1 

Mackey, Dave 1 

O'Neill, Alan 1 

Lawlor, Martin 1 

Britton, Matt 1 

Crawley, David 1 

Prizeman, J 1 

Williams, Steve 1 



Steve Williams 










Appearances 1953-54 to 1960-61 


1953-54 

37 

Martin, Joe 

28 

Kane. Bobby 

21 

Darcy, Eamon 

1 

Collins. Harry 

4 

Doherty 

35 

McQuillan. Harry 

27 

Fearon, Johnny 

17 

Brennan, George 

6 

Buggy. Tommy 

3 

Coleman, Tommy 

33 

Ralph. Joe 

26 

Finglas, Mick 

17 

O'Hanlon. Willie 

6 

McCabe, Pa 

3 

Fields 

32 

Clarke, Mattie 

26 

McCourt. Jackie 

15 

Maloney. Fergus 

6 

Sinclair. John 

1 

Murphy 

32 

McDonagh, Leo 

23 

Kelly. Paddy 

8 

O'Connell 

4 

Smith 

1 

Savage, Paddy 


1954-55 









36 

Kane. Bobby 

i24 

Kerr, Tommy 

13 

Sinclair. John 

7 

Smyth, Ken 

2 

Flynn 

35 

McCourt, Jackie 

23 

Boucher. Joe 

12 

Cunningham, Sean 

6 

McKenna 

1 

Collins, Harry 

35 

Ralph, Joe 

23 

Brennan, George 

9 

McCabe, Pa 

6 

McNeill. Ted 

1 

McGahon, Brendan 

33 

Martin. Joe 

20 

Higgins. Jim 

8 

O'Hanlon, Willie 

3 

Walshe 

1 

Stalker 

33 

McDonagh, Leo 

18 

Finn, Ken 

7 

Cahill, Tom 

2 

Balfe 

1 

Wall 

33 

McQuillan, Harry 

17 

Geoghegan, John 

7 

Mullen, Kevin 

2 

Callan. Francie 




1955-56 









34 

McDonagh. Leo 

28 

Kane, Bobby 

14 

Ralph, Joe 

6 

Kavanagh, Jim 

3 

Rooney 

33 

Finn, Ken 

23 

McNeill. Ted 

8 

Sinclair, John 

6 

Savage, Paddy 

2 

Cahill, Tom 

32 

McCourt, Jackie 

2\ 

Martin, Joe 

7 

Cochrane 

6 

Smyth. Ken 

2 

Fitzpatrick 

32 

Rickett, Walter 

19 

Lambe, Teddie 

7 

Lyons 

4 

Mullen, Kevin 

1 

Mullen. Gerry 

30 

Kenneally. Matt 

15 

Higgins, Jim 

7 

McGahon, Brendan 

3 

Ewart 



28 

Callan, Francie 

15 

McCabe, Tommy 

7 

McNulty. Joe 

3 

McFarlane 




1956-57 









39 

Kane. Bobby 

29 

Finn. Ken 

11 

Colley 

4 

Geoghegan, John 

1 

Davidson, John 

38 

Callan, Francie 

28 

McDonagh. Leo 

9 

Guildea, Tony 

4 

Shevlin, Paddy 

1 

Sanson. Charlie 

38 

Robinson, Johnny 

27 

Ralph. Joe 

7 

McGahon. Brendan 

3 

Deakin, Johnny 

1 

unknown 

37 

Noonan, Shay 

24 

Henderson. Benny 

7 

Murray. Mick 

3 

O'Brien. John 



33 

Gilmore. Vincent 

20 

Devine. John 

6 

Higgins. Jim 

2 

McGahon. Niall 



33 

McNeill. Ted 

16 

May. Johnny 

6 

Lambe, Teddie 

2 

Neville. Paddy 




1957-58 









40 

Noonan. Shay 

34 

Toner. George 

18 

Gannon. Hughie 

4 

Hughes 

1 

McGahon. Brendan 

39 

Robinson, Johnny 

25 

Hoey. Eugene 

15 

Murray. Mick 

3 

Kane. Bobby 

1 

Murphy. John 

38 

Ralph. Joe 

24 

Gilmore. Vincent 

13 

Callan, Francie 

3 

Savage. Paddy 

12 

unknown 

37 

McNeill. Ted 

21 

Mullen, Gerry 

6 

Deery, Dan 

3 

Smyth, Ken 



36 

Finn. Ken 

20 

McGahon, Niall 

6 

Grimes. Arthur 

2 

McKeown. Patsy 



35 

McDonagh, Leo 

19 

Kerr, Tommy 

5 

Daly, John 

2 

Moran. Desmond 




1958-59 









42 

Robinson, Johnny 

30 

Gannon, Hughie 

22 

Mullen, Gerry 

4 

Shevlin, Paddy 

1 

Carr, Seamus 

39 

Ralph. Joe 

30 

Hoey, Eugene 

;14 

Martin, Joe 

2 

McMahon. Eugene 

1 

McArdle. Frank 

37 

Gibbons, Shay 

25 

Kerr. Tommy 

13 

Finn, Ken 

2 

Duffy, Paddy 

1 

Watters, Frank 

37 

McNeill. Ted 

25 

Murphy, John 

12 

Smyth, Ken 

2 

Kierans, Syl 



35 

Noonan, Shay 

24 

Toner, George 

10 

Reilly, Joe 

2 

Winkles. Jackie 



33 

McDonagh, Leo 

23 

McGahon. Brendan 

6 

McKeown, Patsy 

1 

Barnacle, Joe 




1959-60 









38 

McDonagh. Leo 

33 

Kelly. Eddie 

10 

Davey, Pat 

6 

Murray. Brian 

1 

Lennon. J 

37 

Barron, Christy 

29 

Munroe, Liam 

10 

Martin. Joe 

6 

Needham. Paul 

1 

Roche. 

37 

Noonan. Shay 

28 

Lawlor, 'Kit' 

9 

McCabe. Tom * 

4 

McDonald. Brian 

1 

Smyth. Ken 

36 

Harte, Ted 

28 

McKeown, Patsy 

9 

Ralph, Joe 

3 

Donnelly. Hubie 



35 

Murphy. John 

15 

Meldrum, Victor 

8 

McElroy, Michael 

2 

McGahon, Brendan 


* Bessbrook 

34 

Robinson. Johnny 

11 

Murphy. Tommy 

7 

McCourt. Jackie 

2 

McNeill. Ted 




1960-61 









40 

Barron. Christy 

32 

McDonnell. Jimmy 

22 

Emerson, Tommy 

9 

Murphy. John 

2 

Kelly. Billy 

39 

Munroe, Liam 

32 

Meldrum. Victor 

22 

Hasty. Jimmy 

9 

Nesbitt. Eddie 

2 

McGarry, Kevin 

38 

Davey, Pat 

26 

McKeown. Patsy 

18 

Coleman. Willie 

7 

Needham. Paul 



34 

Harte, Ted 

26 

Robinson. Johnny 

9 

Kelly. Eddie 

7 

Wade. Paddy 



32 

McDonagh. Leo 

23 

Noonan, Shay 

9 

McArdle, Davy 

2 

Bacon. John 
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Appearances 1961-62 to 1969-70 


1961-62 

43 

Murphy. John 

28 

Munroe, Liam 

18 

Keogh. Shay 

2 

Crossey 

1 

Macken. Gerry 

42 

Callan, Francie 

27 

Harte, Ted 

15 

Lyons, Timmy 

2 

Kelly. Billy 

1 

McMahon 

42 

Coleman, Willy 

26 

Byrne, Kevin 

13 

Kelly. Jimmy 

2 

O'Reilly Tom 

1 

McMahon (ex GAA) 

41 

Barron, Christy 

24 

Davey, Pat 

10 

McArdle, Davy 

2 

Swain 



38 

McKeown, Patsy 

23 

Hasty, Jimmy 

9 

Cross, Dermot 

1 

Barnacle 



30 

McDonagh, Leo 

23 

Meldrum, Victor 

8 

Reynolds 

1 

Hyland 




1962-63 









40 

Barron. Christy 

35 

Lyons, Timmy 

29 

Cross, Dermot 

19 

Redmond, Jim 

1 

Callan, Gerry 

39 

McKeown, Patsy 

32 

Kennedy, Billy 

29 

Harte. Ted 

15 

McArdle. Davy 

1 

Smyth. Ken 

36 

Callan, Francie 

32 

Rowe, Tommy 

27 

Hasty, Jimmy 

9 

Menary.Joe 



36 

Murphy John 

31 

O'Reilly Leo 

24 

Pownall, Stan 

5 

Gaynor, Jimmy 




1963-64 









44 

Barron, Christy 

38 

McKeown, Patsy 

31 

O'Reilly Leo 

18 

Pownall. Stan 

7 

Kelledy Tom 

44 

Hasty, Jimmy 

34 

Lyons, Timmy 

30 

Cross. Dermot 

15 

McGrath, Joe 

7 

McArdle. Davy 

43 

Callan, Francie 

33 

Dalton, Mick 

23 

Kennedy. Billy 

7 

Dunne. Tommy 

6 

Gillespie. Peter 

43 

Murphy John 

33 

Harte, Ted 

20 

Rowe. Tommy 

7 

Fottrell, Vinny 

1 

Byrne, Kevin 









11 

unknown 


1964-65 









41 

McGrath. Joe 

35 

Hasty Jimmy 

27 

Macken, Gerry 

13 

Smith, Jim 

; 2 

McConville. Tom 

40 

Masterson, Brendan 

30 

Bushe, Ray 

27 

Callan. Francie 

9 

Crothers, Jimmy 

1 

Kennedy, Billy 

37 

O'Reilly, Leo 

29 

Girvan, Alt 

17 

Barron. Christy 

7 

McConville. Brian 

1 

Murphy. Brian 

36 

Caswell. Sammy 

28 

McCann, Maxie 

15 

Kelledy. Tom 

6 

Rowe, Tommy 



36 

McKeown. Patsy 

27 

Lyons. Timmy 

14 

Maguire. Stephen 

6 

Cole. Patsy 




1965-66 









40 

O'Reilly. Leo 

27 

Kelledy Tom 

18 

Hasty. Jimmy 

7 

McConville, Brian 

1 

O'Toole 

36 

Millington, Mick 

25 

Lyons. Timmy 

16 

Hand. Eoin 

5 

McConville. Tom 

1 

Savage. Gerry 

33 

McKeown. Patsy 

24 

Callan. Francie 

15 

Cole. Patsy 

2 

Smyth, Maurice 

1 

Mahon 

31 

Masterson. Brendan 

24 

McGrath, Joe 

14 

Turner. Paddy 

2 

Maguire, Stephen 

1 

Dempsey 

31 

Bushe, Ray 

21 

O'Reilly Vinny 

13 

Macken. Gerry 

2 

Smith, Jim 



28 

Barron. Christy 

20 

Caswell. Sammy 

12 

Kennedy Billy 

1 

Murphy, Brian 




1966-67 









49 

Brennan, Fran 

42 

Hale. Danny 

42 

Millington. Mick 

26 

Burke, Jim 

1 

Kelledy, Tom 

49 

Fox, Alan 

43 

Hannigan, Ben 

25 

Stokes, Derek 

22 

Gilmore, Larry 

1 

O'Reilly, Vinny 

45 

Turner, Paddy 

45 

Murray. Kevin 

36 

O'Connell. Tony 

3 

Barron, Christy 



46 

Blount, Kevin 

44 

McKeown, Patsy 

20 

Callan, Francie 

1 

Hughes 




1967-68 









49 

Brennan. Fran 

39 

Fox, Alan 

29 

Hannigan, Ben 

6 

Cullen 

4 

Lawless, Pat 

49 

Murray. Kevin 

39 

Hale. Danny 

26 

O'Connell. Tony 

5 

McConville. Tom 

2 

Smith, Maurice 

46 

McKeown. Patsy 

37 

Stokes. Derek 

25 

Millington. Mick 

5 

O'Reilly Des 

1 

Crossan, Paddy 

45 

Blount. Kevin 

36 

Gilmore. Larry 

12 

Cruise. Pat 

5 

Byrne. Kevin 



43 

Burke. Jim 

32 

Turner. Paddy 

; 9 

Flynn 

4 

Campbell. Frank 




1968-69 









43 

Murray Kevin 

37 

Turner, Paddy 

; 21 

O'Connell, Tony 

16 

Campbell, Frank 

3 

Moore 

42 

Stokes, Derek 

36 

Brennan, Fran 

21 

Swan. Maurice 

10 

O'Reilly Des 

3 

Roche, Willie 

40 

Millington, Mick 

24 

Gilmore. Larry 

20 

McConville. Tom 

7 

McKeown, Patsy 

1 

Keogh, Tony 

39 

Morrissey, Jimmy 

22 

Murphy, John 

19 

Hannigan. Ben 

5 

Keogh, Andy 

11 

unknown 

38 

O'Connor, furlough 

22 

Hendricks. Charlie 

19 

Lawless. Pat 

3 

Blount. Kevin 




1969-70 









41 

McConville, Tom 

34 

O'Connor, furlough 

27 

Carroll. Eamon 

10 

McConville. Brian 

2 

Jones, Maurice 

40 

Turner, Paddy 

33 

Kinsella, Tommy 

25 

Murray Kevin 

8 

Sandom, Mick 

1 

Fallon 

39 

Swan, Maurice 

32 

Bartley. Tony 

; 18 

Gilmore. Larry 

7 

Rogers, Gerry 

1 

Butler 

39 

Brennan, Fran 

30 

Hendricks. Charlie 

15 

Stokes. Derek 

5 

O'Reilly. Des 

1 

McKeever, Willie 

35 

Millington, Mick 

29 

Keogh. John 

11 

Morrissey. Jimmy 

3 

Keogh, Tony 

1 

Connolly Tommy 














Appearances 1970-71 to 1977-78 


1970-71 

40 

McConville, Tom 

35 

O'Connor, Turlough 

21 

Kelly. Sean 

10 

Sandom. Mick 

2 

Cullen 

39 

Brennan. Fran 

31 

Turner. Paddy 

18 

Connolly. Tommy 

5 

Murray. Kevin 

1 

Swan. Maurice 

39 

Larkin, Joe 

31 

McConville, Brian 

16 

Hendricks. Charlie 

5 

Stravitt. Mick 

1 

Muckian. Brendan 

38 

Keogh. Tony 

29 

McKeever. Willie 

14 

Gilbert. Bobby 

4 

McKeever. Gerry 

1 

Ryan, Eugene 

35 

Sheehy, Sean 

28 

Rogers. Gerry 

12 

Keogh. John 

3 

Millington. Mick 

1 

Prendergast, Aiden 









11 

unknown 


1971-72 









44 

McConville. Tom 

42 

McConville, Brian 

32 

Rogers. Gerry 

5 

Brunton, Joe 

1 

O'Hara, Freddie 

44 

Larkin, Joe 

41 

Kelly, Sean 

29 

Muckian, Brendan 

3 

Connolly, Tommy 

1 

Kane, Val 

43 

Brennan, Fran 

40 

Turner, Paddy 

17 

Keogh, Tony 

2 

McKeever. Gerry 



43 

O'Connor, Turlough 

36 

Hendricks, Charlie 

10 

Kane, Tom 

2 

Gilroy 



42 

Sheehy, Sean 

34 

McKeever, Willie 

8 

Davey. Terry 

2 

Dawson. Noel 




1972-73 









41 

Keogh, John 

26 

Larkin. Joe 

15 

Brophy, Shay 

10 

Bremmeld, Gerry 

4 

Gorham, Liam 

41 

McKeever. Willie 

22 

McConville, Brian 

13 

McAleavey, Joe 

9 

Hendricks, Charlie 

4 

Halliday, Ken 

36 

Brennan. Fran 

20 

Rogers. Gerry 

13 

Tennant. Noel 

9 

Brunton. Joe 

3 

Watters. Brendan 

34 

Kelly, Sean 

19 

McKeever. Gerry 

12 

Kirk. Jimmy 

8 

Cana van. Christy 

2 

Clarke. Mickey 

32 

Brunton, Tony 

19 

Kane, Tom 

12 

Boyle, Fergus 

8 

McIntyre, Richie 

1 

Muckian, Brendan 

29 

Mullan. Robbie 

16 

Davey. Terry 

10 

Cavanagh. Tony 

7 

Connolly, Tommy 

1 

McSorley. Tony 


1973-74 









38 

Davey. Con 

32 

Watson. Peter 

21 

McManus, Jack 

11 

Waddell. Willie 

2 

Brohan, Jim 

36 

Devlin, Dougie 

28 

Cobbe, Harry 

20 

Coyne, John 

8 

Cavanagh, Tony 

1 

Campbell. Pat 

36 

Penman. Willie 

27 

Davey. Terry 

18 

Keogh, Tony 

3 

Hearty. Gus 

1 

Kirk, Jimmy 

34 

Brunton. Tony 

24 

Smith (John and Bobby) 

18 

McAleavey, Joe 

3 

Kelly. Sean 

1 

McKeever. Gerry 

34 

Dainty. Jimmy 

21 

Finnegan. Jim 

17 

McKeever, Willie 

3 

McGee, Martin 

16 

unknown 


1974-75 









32 

McManus. Jack 

26 

Watson, Peter 

20 

Brunton, Tony 

9 

Byrne, Damian 

2 

Hearty, Gus 

31 

Davey. Con 

26 

Smith (John and Bobby) 

19 

McLaughlin, Jim 

8 

Lynch, Noel 

1 

Wiseman 

30 

Blackmore.Richie 

26 

Devlin, Dougie 

19 

Cobbe, Harry 

8 

Clarke. Mickey 

1 

Magee 

28 

Dainty. Jimmy 

22 

Coyne. John 

17 

Armstrong. Tommy 

6 

Deri CO, Dave 

11 

unknown 

27 

Cavanagh, Tony 

21 

Penman. Willie 

11 

Connellan, Paul 

4 

Fagan 




1975-76 









31 

Blackmore, Ritchie 

30 

Sheehy. Sean 

19 

Flanagan, Terry 

3 

O'Brien, Derek 

1 

Doyle, Cyril 

31 

McConville, Brian 

; 30 

McConville, Tom 

10 

Connellan, Paul 

3 

Braddish, Synan 

: 1 

Kernan 

31 

McManus, Jackie 

30 

Dainty, Jimmy 

9 

Davey. Con 

2 

Bailey. John 



30 

McLaughlin, Jim 

28 

Cavanagh, Tony 

5 

Spavin, Alan 

2 

McDonnell. Mickey 



30 

McDowell. Seamus 

26 

McLoughlin. Sean 

5 

Nicholl, Joe 

1 

Nixon, Gerry 




1976-77 









32 

Blackmore. Richie 

23 

Braddish, Synan 

33 

Lawlor, Mick 

26 

Sheehy, Sean 

7 

Mahon, Eddie 

34 

McConville, Brian 

34 

Cavanagh. Tony 

35 

Dainty, Jimmy 

26 

Devlin, Frank 

2 

Oakes, Dessie 

39 

McConville, Tom 

31 

McDowell, Seamus 

32 

McLaughlin, Jim 

5 

Fitzgerald, Phil 

2 

Dawson 

38 

McManus, Jackie 

33 

Flanagan, Terry 

30 

O'Brien. Derek 

2 

Nixon. Gerry 




1977-78 









45 

Blackmore. Richie 

33 

O'Brien, Derek 

11 

Carroll. Derek 

8 

Oakes, Dessie 

1 

Sheehy, Sean 

44 

Flanagan, Terry 

32 

McConville, Brian 

10 

McDowell, Seamus 

5 

Cavanagh, Tony 

1 

Wiseman. Ciaran 

44 

King, Noel 

30 

McLaughlin. Jim 

9 

McManus, Jackie 

3 

Clarke, Mickey 

1 

Dawson 

43 

Braddish, Synan 

29 

Lawlor, Mick 

9 

Redfern, Jimmy 

2 

Muckian, Brendan 

1 

O'Neill 

43 

Dainty. Jimmy 

21 

Nixon, Gerry 

9 

Byrne. D. 

2 

Lawlor, Martin 



40 

McConville, Tom 

18 

Ingoldsby, Declan 

9 

Duff. 

2 

Crawley. Willie 



36 

Dunning. Paddy 

14 

Byrne, Sean 

8 

Fitzgerald. Phil 

2 

Gaskin 


















Appearances 1978-79 to 1985-86 


1978-79 

36 

McConville, Tom 

32 

Byrne. Sean 

16 

McKenna, Vincent 

4 

Fitzgerald, Phil 

1 

Reid 

36 

Flanagan, Leo 

31 

Blackmore, Ritchie 

12 

Mahon, Kevin 

3 

Wiseman. Ciaran 

1 

Nixon, Gerry 

35 

Dainty. Jimmy 

31 

Keely. Dermot 

11 

Devine. Liam 

3 

Coburn. Mickey 



34 

Lawlor, Martin 

31 

Carlyle, Hilary 

10 

O'Neill, Frank 

2 

McKeever, Willie 



33 

Dunning, Paddy 

26 

Crawley. Willie 

6 

McLaughlin. Jim 

1 

McArdle 



33 

Muckian, Cathal 

23 

Lawlor. Mick 

4 

Muckian. Brendan 

1 

Munroe 




1979-80 









45 

Blackmore, Ritchie 

40 

Daly. Terry 

20 

McKenna, Vincent 

6 

Mangan, Dessie 

1 

Munroe 

45 

McConville, Tom 

38 

Dunning. Paddy 

16 

Carlyle, Hilary 

5 

O'Neill. Frank 

1 

Lynch. Fintan 

45 

Flanagan. Leo 

32 

Muckian, Cathal 

15 

Braddish, Synan 

3 

Harkin, Terry 

1 

Wiseman, Ciaran 

42 

Lawlor. Martin 

30 

Devine. Liam 

14 

Duff. Brian 

3 

O'Brien, Paul 



41 

Keely, Dermot 

22 

Lawlor, Mick 

13 

Dainty, Jimmy 

1 

Rogers. Ned 



41 

Byrne, Sean 

21 

Crawley, Willie 

7 

Fairclough, Mick 

1 

Rogers, Martin 




1980-81 









48 

McConville. Tom 

43 

Flanagan, Leo 

35 

Duff, Brian 

4 

Kehoe. Barry 

1 

Daly, Terry 

47 

Blackmore, Richie 

42 

Clarke. Jerome 

19 

Crawley. Willie 

4 

Lawlor, Mick 

1 

Rogers, Eddie 

47 

Dunning, Paddy 

41 

Byrne, Sean 

18 

Braddish. Synan 

; 3 

O'Neill. Dermot 

1 

Rogers. Kevin 

47 

McKenna, Vincent 

40 

Keely, Dermot 

5 

Carlile, Hilary 

3 

Lawlor, Robbie 



46 

Lawlor. Martin 

40 

Archbold, John 

5 

Bryce, Tommy 

2 

Coburn, Mickey 



43 

Fairclough, Mick 

35 

O'Doherty. Tony 

4 

Muckian. Cathal 

2 

Lynch, Fintan 




1981-82 









47 

Blackmore. Richie 

45 

Gregg. Eamon 

24 

Clarke. Jerome 

15 

Lawlor. Robbie 

1 

Todd. Dessie 

47 

Lawlor. Martin 

44 

Dunning. Paddy 

23 

Ralph, Ollie 

15 

Reilly. Jimmy 

1 

Leech. Mick 

47 

McConville, Tom 

44 

Byrne, Sean 

22 

Duff, Brian 

3 

Rogers. Eddie 

1 

Murphy. Denis 

47 

Flanagan. Leo 

42 

Fairclough, Mick 

18 

Crawley. Willie 

3 

Cunningham. Denis 

1 

Cunningham, John 

47 

Kehoe. Barry 

31 

Carlyle. Hilary 

16 

Archbold, John 

1 

Byrne, Jody 

1 

McCormack, Dave 


1982-83 









37 

McConville. Tom 

34 

Fairclough. Mick 

25 

Archbold. John 

9 

Lawlor. Robbie 

5 

McGee. Paul 

37 

King. Noel 

32 

Blackmore, Richie 

24 

Crawley, Willie 

9 

McLaughlin. Paul 

1 

Todd. Dessie 

37 

Flanagan, Leo 

30 

Byrne. Sean 

19 

Wright, Mick 

8 

Kehoe. Barry 



36 

Gregg, Eamon 

28 

Dunning, Paddy 

11 

Cunningham, Denis 

7 

Kelly. David 



35 

Lawlor, Martin 

27 

Ralph. Ollie 

9 

Carlyle, Hilary 

6 

Byrne, Jody 




1983-84 









36 

McConville. Tom 

30 

Wright. Mick 

12 

O'Brien, Derek 

6 

Scully. Gerry 

1 

McMahon 

34 

Blackmore. Richie 

30 

McLaughlin, Paul 

10 

Kelly, David 

4 

Todd, Dessie 

1 

Lynch. Mark 

33 

Maher, Kieran 

29 

Gaynor, Tommy 

10 

Carlyle, Hilary 

3 

Reynolds. Joe 

1 

McConville, Colm 

32 

Lawlor, Martin 

28 

Lundy, Paddy 

^ 10 

Cunningham. Paul 

; 2 

Murphy, Barry 



32 

Laryea, Ben 

22 

Kehoe, Barry 

8 

O'Connor. Padraig 

2 

Byrne, Eamon 



31 

Fairclough, Mick 

16 

Dempsey, John 

6 

Darby, Anto 

; 1 

Hatton. Bob 




1984-85 









39 

Wright, Mick 

35 

Lawlor, Martin 

24 

Nolan. Pat 

7 

Gorman. Dessie 

2 

Bollard, Noel 

38 

Cleary. John 

35 

Murray, Martin 

23 

Wright. Billy 

: 6 

Byrne. Willie 

2 

Lynch, Eamon 

37 

McConville, Tom 

33 

Blackmore, Richie 

18 

Speake, Jonathon 

3 

Lundy, Paddy 

1 

Waters, Paul 

36 

McNulty, Tom 

33 

Maher, Kieran 

13 

Murray. Larry 

2 

Cunningham. Paul 

1 

Gaynor, Tommy 

36 

Kehoe, Barry 

32 

McLaughlin. Paul 

13 

Laryea, Ben 

2 

Reilly. Jim 




1985-86 









35 

O'Neill. Alan 

30 

Malone, Joey 

26 

Murray. Larry 

20 

McCue, Harry 

1 

Todd. Dessie 

35 

Connell. Dave 

30 

Gorman. Dessie 

25 

Kehoe. Barry 

18 

Lawlor, Martin 



32 

Shelley. Mick 

27 

McConville, Tom 

24 

Joyce, Paddy 

15 

Collins, Roddy 



32 

Carroll. Derek 

26 

Murray. Martin 

23 

McNulty. Tom 

12 

Cunningham. Denis 
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Appearances 1986-87 to 1993-94 


ms-87 


41 

Malone. Joey 

38 

Kehoe, Barry 

26 

Eviston, Terry 

5 

Henderson Stephen 

2 

O'Toole, Alan 

38 

Lawlor, Martin 

36 

O'Neill, Alan 

24 

Joyce, Paddy 

4 

Deveraux, Tony 



38 

Murray, Martin 

33 

Gorman. Dessie 

22 

Carroll, Derek 

3 

Callan, Francie 



38 

McCue, Harry 

33 

McNulty, Tom 

14 

Shelley, Mick 

3 

Matthews, Paul 



38 

Wyse. Larry 

32 

Lawless, Gino 

10 

Connell, Dave 

3 

O'Callaghan.Brendan 



1987-88 









49 

Cleary. John 

47 

Eviston, Terry 

42 

Kehoe, Barry 

30 

Shelley, Mick 

2 

Henderson.Stephen 

49 

Malone. Joey 

46 

Murray, Martin 

38 

Lawlor. Martin 

19 

McCue, Harry 

2 

Callan. Francie 

48 

O'Neill. Alan 

45 

Gorman. Des 

33 

Newe. Paul 

8 

Connell, Dave 

2 

O'Toole, Alan 

47 

Lawless. Gino 

44 

Wyse, Larry 

32 

O'Connor. Michael 

3 

Gannon, James 

1 

Deveraux, Tony 


1988-89 









46 

O'Neill, Alan 

39 

Wyse. Larry 

24 

Eviston. Terry 

3 

Wiseman. Shane 

1 

Hoey, Sean 

44 

Cleary, John 

37 

Gorman. Dessie 

23 

Kehoe, Barry 

3 

McKeever, John 

1 

Waters, Richie 

42 

Murray, Martin 

35 

Shelley, Mick 

20 

Mackey, Dave 

3 

Quinn. Tony 



42 

Malone, Joey 

34 

Gannon. James 

18 

Cousins, Tony 

3 

Kearns, Ken 



42 

Lawless, Gino 

33 

Newe, Paul 

7 

Callan, Francis 

2 

Whyte, John 



40 

Lawlor. Martin 

28 

O'Connor. Michael 

3 

Lawlor, Robbie 

2 

McArdle, Matt 




1989-90 









43 

O'Neill. Alan 

40 

Newe. Paul 

32 

Wyse. Larry 

9 

Hitchcock. Fran 

1 

Hoey, Sean 

42 

Cousins, Tony 

39 

Shelley. Mick 

30 

Murray, Martin 

5 

Eccles, Peter 

1 

Quinn, Tony 

41 

Lawlor, Martin 

37 

Coll. James 

19 

Collins, Roddy 

3 

McArdle. Matt 

1 

McKenna. Jude 

41 

McNulty, Tom 

37 

Cleary. John 

18 

Eviston, Terry 

2 

McLaughlin, Paul 



40 

Lawless, Gino 

36 

Malone. Joey 

11 

Mackey, Dave 

2 

Hazard, Ian 




1990-91 









39 

O'Neill. Alan 

35 

Murphy, Ronnie 

33 

Mackey, Dave 

4 

Cleary, John 

1 

Wilson, Mickey 

38 

Shelley. Mick 

35 

Kavanagh, Mick 

21 

Brady, Paul 

3 

Purdy, Richie 

1 

Hoey, Sean 

37 

Eviston. Terry 

34 

Coll, James 

16 

Synnott, Eamon 

2 

Hazzard, Ian 

1 

McEneaney, Peadar 

37 

McNulty, Tom 

34 

Lawlor. Martin 

9 

Collins, Roddy 

1 

McArdle, Matt 



36 

Hanrahan, Peter 

33 

Lawless. Gino 

7 

Cousins, Tony 

1 

Starkey, David 




1991-92 









42 

Eviston, Terry 

36 

Murphy. Ronnie 

25 

Brady. Paul 

3 

Byrne. Mick 

2 

Coleman, David 

41 

Hanrahan,Peter 

35 

McEvoy, Ricky 

19 

Kavanagh, Mick 

3 

Kehoe, Barry 

2 

Fallon, Thomas 

41 

Coll, James 

34 

McNulty, Tom 

18 

Dunne, Tommy 

3 

Staunton. Thomas 

2 

Synnott, Eamon 

40 

Lawless. Gino 

32 

Irwin, Brian 

15 

Johnston, Paul 

2 

Sheehy. Ciaran 



39 

O'Neill, Alan 

30 

Purdy, Richie 

13 

O'Callaghan, Brendan 

2 

Doherty, Alan 



38 

Shelley, Mick 

28 

Mackey, Dave 

; 4 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 

2 

Connolly, Martin 




1992-93 









41 

O'Neill, Alan 

31 

Lawlor, Martin 

19 

Shelley, Mick 

3 

Kavanagh. Mick 

1 

O'Callaghan, Brendan 

39 

Hanrahan, Peter 

30 

Eviston, Terry 

16 

O'Sullivan, Tom 

3 

Mackey, Dave 

1 

Leavy, Mark 

39 

Murphy, Ronnie 

29 

Cooney, Wayne 

13 

Sheehy, Kieran 

3 

Coleman, David 

1 

McKeever, John 

38 

McNulty, Tom 

28 

Dunne, Tommy 

7 

McEvoy. Ricky 

3 

Kehoe. Barry 



37 

Lawless. Gino 

28 

Irwin, Brian 

5 

Britton. Matt 

3 

Staunton, Tom 



36 

Purdy, Richie 

27 

Doherty. Alan 

4 

Van Boxtell, Eddie 

2 

Brady. Paul 



32 

Coll, James 

20 

Hanrahan, Joe 

4 

Crawley, Willie 

1 

Maher, David 




1993-94 









36 

Lawless, Gino 

30 

McNulty, Tom 

18 

Kelly, Stephen 

14 

Doherty, Alan 

1 

Robinson, Lee 

36 

Lawlor, Martin 

29 

Hanrahan, Joe 

18 

O'Sullivan, Tom 

9 

Sheehy, Ciaran 

1 

McKeever, John 

34 

Hanrahan, Peter 

28 

Doohan, Mick 

17 

Kavanagh, Paul 

6 

Staunton, Thomas 

1 

O'Kane, P 

32 

O'Dowd, Grei 

23 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 

16 

Long, Keith 

4 

De Getrouwe, Eldon 

1 

O'Hagan, John 

31 

Coll. James 

23 

Donnelly, Trevor 

; 15 

Irwin, Brian 

4 

O'Leary, 01 lie 

1 

Crawley, Willie 

31 

Purdy, Richie 

21 

Britton, Matt 

14 

Cooney, Wayne 

3 

Swan. Derek 
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Appearances 1994-95 to 2000-01 


1994-95 

43 

Doohan, Mick 

34 

Hanrahan, Joe 

19 

De Mange, Ken 

3 

Maher. David 

2 

0'Hagan, John 

43 

Kelly, Stephen 

33 

Coll, James 

18 

Loughlin, Tony 

3 

Hardy 

2 

Grier, Aidan 

41 

Whelan, Ante 

33 

Britton, Matt 

14 

Patmore, Warren 

3 

Coyle, Garratt 

2 

Crawley, Willie 

39 

Byrne, Brian 

25 

Byrne, Jody 

i 13 

Long, Keith 

2 

Kavanagh. Mick 

; 2 

Trimble. Ray 

36 

Purdy Richie 

23 

Van Boxtell, Eddie 

12 

Byrne. Mick 

2 

Donnelly, Trevor 

1 

McDonnell. Ollie 

35 

Coady John 

23 

Irwin. Brian 

7 

Withnell. Peter 

2 

O'Dowd. Greg 



35 

McNulty. Tom 

20 

Lawior. Martin 

4 

Crawley, David 

2 

Hall. Paul 




1995-96 









41 

Long. Keith 

36 

Napier. Stephen 

33 

Van Boxtel. Eddie 

; 11 

Roche, Declan 

4 

Futcher, Paul 

40 

Doohan. Mick 

36 

Withnell. Peter 

29 

Kelly Stephen 

10 

Connolly. John 

2 

Hoey, David 

39 

Byrne, Brian 

34 

Hanrahan, Joe 

27 

Whelan, Anto 

9 

Crawley, David 

1 

Bagnall, John 

38 

McNulty, Tom 

34 

Britton, Matt 

26 

Byrne. Mick 

9 

Lopez. Cesar 

1 

Wiseman 

37 

Coady John 

33 

Purdy, Richie 

22 

Gallen, Joe 

4 

Dailly Marcus 




1996-97 









44 

Fridge. Les 

33 

Devereaux, Robbie 

10 

Hoey, David 

4 

Gollogley, Padraig 

1 

McEneaney, Paddy 

41 

Byrne. Brian 

32 

Crawley, David 

9 

Nesbitt. Ian 

3 

McGinnity. Peter 

1 

Smith, Eric 

40 

Doohan, Mick 

30 

Whitnell, Peter 

9 

Patterson, Paul 

3 

Woods. Cormac 

1 

Rikard, Brian 

40 

Gallon, Joe 

29 

McConville, Fintan 

7 

Markey Brendan 

2 

Gallen, Stephen 

1 

Gregg, Jon 

39 

McNulty, Tom 

22 

Browne, Bobby 

7 

Murphy, Sean 

2 

McNamara, Jeff 

1 

Scappatice, Tony 

39 

Hanrahan, Joe 

19 

Raynes, Stephen 

6 

Douglas, Stephen 

2 

Flood. Paul 

1 

Corbally, Kempes 

34 

Campbell. Ray 

19 

Hewitt, John 

4 

Morrison, Graham 

2 

Lynn, Daragh 

1 

Sharkey, John 

34 

Napier, Stephen 

10 

Prizeman, Jonathon 

4 

Roche, Declan 

; 1 

Ward, David 

11 

unknown 


1997-98 









43 

Williams, Steve 

35 

Carlyle, Paul 

16 

McCoy, Ray 

5 

Macken, Rodney 

1 

Quigley, Seamus 

42 

Hoey, David 

35 

McNulty, Tom 

13 

McQuilter, Ronnie 

5 

Ferguson. Ian 

1 

Toner. Gavin 

42 

Crawley David 

34 

Brady, Kevin 

12 

Wigg, Nathan 

4 

Jauny, Stephana 

1 

Sharkey. John 

41 

Doohan, Mick 

32 

Reddish, Shane 

11 

Ward, David 

3 

Malone, Chris 

1 

Crawley, Gareth 

41 

Byrne, Brian 

31 

Withnell, Peter 

8 

Delaney, Derek 

3 

Gollogley. Padraig 

1 

McCann. Mark 

40 

Melvin, Noel 

27 

Campbell, Ray 

5 

McConville, Fintan 

2 

McCrystal. Brian 




1998-99 









42 

Ward. David 

31 

Melvin. Noel 

15 

Withnell. Peter 

; 5 

McGinnity, Peter 

2 

Quinn, Paddy 

40 

Williams, Steve 

30 

Thew, Lee 

15 

Doohan. Mick 

5 

Sharkey. John 

2 

Finnegan. R 

40 

Crawley, David 

20 

Dunne. Ciaran 

15 

Gollogly Padraig 

4 

Hammon. Chris 

1 

Gregory. Paul 

39 

McNulty, Tom 

18 

Hoey, David 

13 

Doolin, Paul 

3 

Murphy, Sean 

1 

Casey, C 

36 

Campbell. Ray 

18 

Brennan, John 

13 

Capper, David 

3 

Carlyle, Paul 

1 

Crawley. Gareth 

36 

Reddish, Shane 

18 

Martin, David 

11 

Fortune, Colin 

2 

Sinden, Richard 

1 

Larkin. Alan 

35 

Brady, Kevin 

17 

Harte, Michael 

8 

Byrne, Brian 

2 

Henderson, Stephen 




1999-00 









39 

Melvin, Noel 

28 

Whyte, John 

19 

Izzi, Tony 

: 7 

Staunton, Padraig 

1 

Kavanagh, Terry 

38 

Crawley, David 

23 

Delaney Derek 

18 

McNulty, Tom 

6 

Harte, Michael 

1 

Finn, Peter 

36 

Ward, David 

22 

Gollogly, Padraig 

15 

Sharkey, John 

5 

Martin, David 

1 

Moran, Josh 

35 

Hoey, David 

; 20 

Reilly, Ante 

15 

Quinn, Paddy 

4 

Moore, Gavin 

1 

Gore. Paul 

34 

Flanagan, John 

20 

Whelan, Paul 

10 

Reid, Mark 

4 

Reid, John 

1 

McCann. Mark 

31 

Morrissroe, Brian 

20 

Honan, Brian 

9 

Murphy Brendan 

3 

Coombes, R 



30 

Connolly, John 

i 19 

Campbell, Paul 

7 

Thornton, David 

1 

Ralph, Ollie 




2000-01 









38 

Crawley, David 

; 33 

O'Dowd, Greg 

20 

Connolly John 

13 

Ryan, John 

1 

Crawley, Gareth 

38 

Flanagan, John 

32 

Hill, Ian 

19 

Byrne, Tommy 

i 12 

Quinn, Paddy 

1 

Donnelly, Ciaran 

38 

Reilly, Martin 

i 31 

Reilly Ante 

17 

Broughan, Dona! 

: 10 

Martin, David 

1 

McCann, Mark 

36 

Ward, David 

29 

Hoey, David 

16 

Mullen, Eoin 

4 

Delaney, Derek 



34 

Gollogly Padraig 

28 

Callaghan, Aaron 

15 

Whyte, John 

4 

Lawless, Chris 



33 

Dunne, Liam 

22 

McKenna, Brian 

13 

Morrissroe, Brian 

4 

Staunton, Padraig 
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Appearances 2001-02 to 2002-03 


muo2 

41 Connolly. John 
39 Kavanagh. Ciaran 
38 Hoey David 
35 Crawley. David 
35 McGuinness, Step! 


34 Keddy James 
34 Broughan, Dona! 

34 Reilly Martin 
32 Prizeman. Jonathon 
32 Flanagan. John 


25 Lawless. Chris 

20 Robinson. Ger 

19 Ward. David 
18 Haylock. Gary 
17 Dunne. Liam 


17 Callaghan. Aaron 
15 Whyte. John 
15 Ryan. John 
9 Melvin. Noel 
9 Malone. Cormac 


8 Connolly. Stuart 
7 Nesovic, Alex 
6 McArdle. Cormac 

2 McCrystal. Brian 

1 Sharkey. John 


2002-03 
31 Ward. David 
30 Hoey. David 
30 Kavanagh, Ciaran 
27 Lawless. Chris 
25 Malone. Cormac 
25 Reilly. Martin 
24 Flanagan. John 
24 McCrystal. Brian 


23 Haylock. Gary 
22 Brunton. Robbie 
20 Dempsey. Michael 
16 Malone. Chris 
13 Broughan. Dona I 
12 Connolly. John 
12 Curran. Paul 
12 Whyte. John 


9 McCartney Alan 
8 Watters. Sean 

6 Duffy. Andrew 

6 Melvin. Noel 
5 Darcy. Ross 
5 Deane. Craig 
5 Webb. Mark 
4 Dunne. Liam 


3 Hoey Paul 

2 Connolly. Stuart 

2 Flanagan. Olan 

2 Kelly. Simon 

1 Connolly. Ciaran 

1 Finnegan. Alan 

1 Freestone. Chris 

1 Hearty, Paudie 


1 McDermott. Alan 

1 Mulvenna. Eamon 

1 Murphy. Barry 

1 Sharkey. John 
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Appearances - Summary 1953-54 to 2002-03 


149 Players with Minimum 50 appearances 


81 

Archbold, John 

78 

Gollogley, Padraig 

99 

McManus, Jackie 

250 

Barron, Christy 

152 

Gorman, Dessie 

138 

McNeill. Ted 

407 

Blackmore, Richie 

81 

Gregg, Eamon 

473 

McNulty, Tom 

94 

Blount, Kevin 

81 

Hale, Danny 

68*1 

McQuillan. Harry 

102 

Braddish, Synan 

91 

Hannigan, Ben 

70 

Meldrum, Victor 

69 

Brady, Kevin 

156 

Hanrahan, Joe 

125 

Melvin, Noel 

291 

Brennan, Fran 

150 

Hanrahan, Peter 

181 

Millington, Mick 

93 

Britton, Matt 

159 

Harte, Ted 

50 

Morrissey, Jimmy 

64 

Broughan, Donal 

169 

Hasty, Jimmy 

69 

Muckian, Cathal 

86 

Brunton, Tony 

113 

Hendricks, Charlie 

96 

Munroe, Liam 

69 

Burke, Jim 

204 

Hoey, David 

214 

Murphy, John 

61 

Bushe, Ray 

55 

Hoey, Eugene 

no 

Murphy, Ronnie 

168 

Byrne, Brian 

98 

Irwin, Brian 

167 

Murray, Kevin 

202 

Byrne, Sean 

134*1 

Kane, Bobby 

217 

Murray, Martin 

273 

Callan, Francie 

69 

Kavanagh, Ciaran 

70 

Napier, Stephen 

97 

Campbell, Ray 

59 

Kavanagh, Mick 

106 

Newe, Paul 

102 

Carlyle, Hilary 

112 

Keely, Dermot 

172 

Noonan, Shay 

65 

Carroll, Derek 

251 

Kehoe, Barry 

78 

O'Brien, Derek 

56 

Caswell, Sammy 

50 

Kelledy, Tom 

83 

O'Connell, Tony 

112 

Cavanagh, Tony 

99 

Kelly, Sean 

60 

O'Connor, Michael 

66 

Clarke, Jerome 

90 

Kelly, Stephen 

150 

O'Connor, Turlough 

172 

Cleary, John 

68 

Kennedy, Billy 

67 

O'Dowd, Greg 

72 

Coady, John 

82 

Keogh,John 

327 

O'Neill, Alan 

60 

Coleman. Willie 

77 

Keogh, Tony 

139 

O'Reilly, Leo 

208 

Coll, James 

68 

Kerr, Tommy 

57 

Penman. Willie 

53 

Connell, Dave 

81 

King, Noel 

169 

Purdy, Richie 

113 

Connolly, John 

109 

Larkin, Joe 

195*4 

Ralph, Joe 

67 

Cousins, Tony 

56 

Lawless, Chris 

51 

Ralph, Ollie 

238 

Crawley, David 

307 

Lawless, Gino 

68 

Reddish, Shane 

117 

Crawley, Willie 

569 

Lawlor, Martin 

51 

Reilly, Anto 

68 

Cross, Dermot 

111 

Lawlor, Mick 

97 

Reilly, Martin 

218 

Dainty, Jimmy 

70 

Long, Keith 

179 

Robinson, Johnny 

78 

Davey, Con 

136 

Lyons, Timmy 

87 

Rogers, Gerry 

72 

Davey, Pat 

95 

Mackey, Dave 

58 

Rowe, Tommy 

51 

Davey, Terry 

66 

Maher, Kieran 

134 

Sheehy, Sean 

62 

Devlin, Dougie 

198 

Malone, Joey 

245 

Shelley, Mick 

207 

Doohan, Mick 

115*4 

Martin, Joe 

119 

Stokes, Derek 

80 

Duff, Brian 

71 

Masterson, Brendan 

61 

Swan, Maurice 

54 

Dunne, Liam 

216 

McConville, Brian 

58 

Toner, George 

226 

Dunning, Paddy 

579 

McConville, Tom 

239 

Turner, Paddy 

224 

Eviston, Terry 

100*1 

McCourt, Jackie 

87 

Van Boxtel, Eddie 

157 

Fairclough. Mick 

77 

McCue, Harry 

176 

Ward, David 

129 

Finn. Ken 

295*3 

McDonagh, Leo 

58 

Watson, Peter 

128 

Flanagan. John 

71 

McDowell, Seamus 

68 

Whelan, Anto 

208 

Flanagan. Leo 

80 

McGrath, Joe 

72 

Whyte, John 

96 

Flanagan. Terry 

124 

McKeever, Willie 

83 

Williams, Steve 

88 

Fox, Alan 

83 

McKenna, Vincent 

119 

Withnell, Peter 

62 

Gallen, Joe 

343 

McKeown, Patsy 

88 

Wright, Mick 

100 

Gilmore. Larry 

117 

McLaughlin, Jim 

153 

Wyse, Larry 

57 

Gilmore, Vincent 

73 

McLaughlin, Paul 

* Number of seasons pre 
1953-54 
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I LEADING 

I 579 

McConville, Tom 

\ 569 

Lawlor, Martin 

j 473 

McNulty, Tom 

\ 407 

Blackmore, Richie 

\ 343 

McKeown, Patsy 

j 327 

O'Neill, Alan 

\ 307 

Lawless, Gino 

\ 295 

McDonagh, Leo 

\ 291 

Brennan, Fran 

\ 273 

Callan, Francie 

\ 251 

Kehoe, Barry 

\ 250 

Barron, Christy 

\ 245 

Shelley, Mick 

! 239 

Turner, Paddy 



Fran Brennan 




Francie Callan 











Appearances 1953 to 2003 


MCCONVILLE, TOM 


MCNULTY, TOM 


MCKEOWN, PATSY 



59- 60 

60- 61 
61-62 

*EST 


38 

32 

30 

385 


1 

1 

2 

68 



APRS 

GOALS 

84-85 

36 

3 

57-58 

2 


64-65 

2 


85-86 

20 

6 

58-59 

6 


65-66 

5 

1 

86-87 

33 

5 

59-60 

28 

6 

67-68 

5 


89-90 

41 

4 

60-61 

26 

1 

68-69 

20 


90-91 

37 

10 

61-62 

38 


69-70 

41 

2 

91-92 

34 

8 

62-63 

39 


70-71 

40 

1 

92-93 

38 

4 

63-64 

38 


71-72 

44 

1 

93-94 

30 

1 

64-65 

36 

1 

75-76 

30 

4 

94-95 

35 

2 

65-66 

33 


76-77 

39 

9 

95-96 

38 


66-67 

44 


77-78 

40 

1 

96-97 

39 


67-68 

46 


78-79 

36 

1 

97-98 

35 

1 

68-69 

7 


79-80 

45 

2 

98-99 

39 

2 


343 

8 

80-81 

48 

2 

99-00 

18 





81-82 

47 

1 


473 

46 

O'NEILL, ALAN 


82-83 

37 

1 







83-84 

36 


BLACKMORE, RICHIE 


85-86 

35 


84-85 

37 





86-87 

36 


85-86 

27 


74-75 

30 


87-88 

48 



579 

26 

75-76 

31 


88-89 

46 





76-77 

32 


89-90 

43 


LAWLOR, MARTIN 


77-78 

45 


90-91 

39 





78-79 

31 


91-92 

39 


77-78 

2 


79-80 

45 


92-93 

41 


78-79 

34 

1 

80-81 

47 



327 


79-80 

42 

1 

81-82 

47 





80-81 

46 

2 

82-83 

32 


LAWLESS, GINO 


81-82 

47 

3 

83-84 

34 





82-83 

35 

4 

84-85 

33 


86-87 

32 

1 

83-84 

32 

2 


407 


87-88 

47 

2 

84-85 

35 

1 




88-89 

42 

2 

85-86 

18 


MCOONAGH, LEO 


89-90 

40 


86-87 

38 

2 




90-91 

33 

2 

87-88 

38 

1 

50-51 

*20 

9 

91-92 

40 

2 

88-89 

40 


51-52 

*35 

10 

92-93 

37 

3 

89-90 

41 

1 

52-53 

*35 

12 

93-94 

36 

1 

90-91 

34 


53-54 

32 

7 


307 

13 

92-93 

31 

2 

54-55 

33 

7 




93-94 

36 


55-56 

34 

10 

BRENNAN, FRAN 


94-95 

20 


56-57 

28 

4 





569 

20 

57-58 

35 

2 

66-67 

49 

1 




58-59 

33 

3 

67-68 

49 



68- 69 

69- 70 

70- 71 

71- 72 

72- 73 


36 

39 

39 

43 

36 

291 


CALLAN, FRANCIE 


54-55 

2 


55-56 

28 

16 

56-57 

38 

11 

57-58 

13 

6 

61-62 

42 

20 

62-63 

36 

12 

63-64 

43 

12 

64-65 

27 

8 

65-66 

24 

7 

66-67 

20 

4 


273 

96 

KEHOE, BARRY 

80-81 

4 

1 

81-82 

47 

7 

82-83 

8 

3 

83-84 

22 

3 

84-85 

36 

3 

85-86 

25 

6 

86-87 

38 

7 

87-88 

42 

6 

88-89 

23 

4 

91-92 

3 


92-93 

3 



251 

40 


SHELLEY, MICK 


85- 86 32 5 

86- 87 14 1 

87- 88 30 1 

88- 89 35 8 

89- 90 39 2 

90- 91 38 1 

91- 92 38 2 

92- 93 19 

245 20 


BARRON, CHRISTY 


59- 60 37 

60- 61 40 

61- 62 41 

62- 63 40 

63- 64 44 

64- 65 17 

65- 66 28 

66- 67 3 

250 


Gino Lawless 


445 




























Appearances 1953 to 2003 


TURNER, PADDY 



APRS 

GOALS i 

65-66 

14 

8 j 

66-67 

45 

17 j 

67-68 

32 

11 I 

68-69 

37 

19 1 

69-70 

40 

21 1 

70-71 

31 

11 ! 

71-72 

40 

16 1 


239 

103 L 

CRAWLEY. DAVID 

94-95 

4 

1 1 

95-96 

9 


96-97 

32 


97-98 

42 

2 i 

98-99 

40 

1 j 

99-00 

38 

6 i 

00-01 

38 

4 i 

01-02 

35 

1 j 


238 

15 ! 

DUNNING. PADDY 

77-78 

36 


78-79 

33 

4 ! 

79-80 

38 

2 j 

80-81 

47 

3 1 

81-82 

44 

2 ! 

82-83 

28 

2 j 


226 

13 j 

EVISTON, TERRY 

86-87 

26 

6 j 

87-88 

47 

15 1 

88-89 

24 

8 j 

89-90 

18 

5 j 

90-91 

37 

10 j 

91-92 

42 

7 j 

92-93 

30 

3 1 


224 

54 j 


FLANAGAN.LED 


78-79 

36 

5 

79-80 

45 

12 

80-81 

43 

14 

81-82 

47 

14 

82-83 

37 

8 


208 

53 


MURRAY. MARTIN 


84- 85 35 1 

85- 86 26 2 

86- 87 38 13 

87- 88 46 7 

88- 89 42 4 

89- 90 30 2 

217 29 



Brian McConville 

MCCDNVILLE, BRIAN 


64- 65 7 2 

65- 66 7 

69- 70 10 

70- 71 31 

71- 72 42 2 

72- 73 22 

75- 76 31 

76- 77 34 1 

77- 78 32 

216 5 


MURPHY, JOHN 


DAINTY, JIMMY 


73-74 

34 

6 

57- 58 

58- 59 

1 

25 

74-75 

28 

6 

59-60 

35 

75-76 

30 

7 

60-61 

9 

76-77 

35 

8 

61-62 

43 

77-78 

43 

6 

62-63 

36 

78-79 

35 

7 

63-64 

43 

79-80 

13 

1 

68-69 

22 


218 

41 


214 


DOOHAN, MICK 


93- 94 28 5 

94- 95 43 8 

95- 96 40 3 

96- 97 40 4 

97- 98 41 6 

98- 99 15 0 

207 26 



David Hoey 


HOEY, DAVID 


95-96 

2 


96-97 

10 


97-98 

42 

9 

98-99 

18 

2 

99-00 

35 

2 

00-01 

29 

1 

01-02 

38 

0 

02-03 

30 

3 


204 

17 

BYRNE, SEAN 

77-78 

14 


78-79 

32 

9 

79-80 

41 

3 

80-81 

41 

6 

81-82 

44 

10 

82-83 

30 

2 


202 

30 



Jimmy Dainty 


HASTY, JIMMY 


60-61 

22 

18 

61-62 

23 

16 

62-63 

27 

19 

63-64 

44 

35 

64-65 

35 

10 

65-66 

18 

5 


169 

103 


WARD. DAVID 


96- 97 1 

97- 98 11 4 

98- 99 42 4 

99- 00 36 7 

00-01 36 11 

01-02 19 2 

02-03 31 3 

176 31 


RALPH, JOE 


49- 50 NA 7 

50- 51 NA 4 

51- 52 NA 1 

52- 53 NA 

53- 54 33 6 

54- 55 35 5 

55- 56 14 2 

56- 57 27 2 

57- 58 38 3 

58- 59 39 

59- 60 9 1 

195 31 



James Coll 


COLL, JAMES 


89- 90 37 2 

90- 91 34 3 

91- 92 41 1 

92- 93 32 2 

93- 94 31 4 

94- 95 33 

208 12 



































All Games Record 

1926-27 TO 2002-03 
77 Seasons, 3171 games 


Abbreviations 


L 

League 

RESULTS 

(Premier 85-86 to 98-99 and 2001-02 

(n) 

Game not played, result as shown. 

First Div. 99-00 , 00-01 and 02-03) 

(b) 

Abandoned, result allowed to stand 

LP 

League Play Off 

(0 

Result decided on corner count 

LC 

League Cup 

(P) 

Result decided on penalties 

LS 

Leinster Senior Cup 

pw 

Two leg tie won on penalties 

C 

FAI Cup 

pi 

Two leg tie lost on pens. 

S 

Shield 

COMPETITIONS 

DC 

Dublin City Cup 

s 

FAI Cup semi final 

PC 

Presidents Cup 

f 

Competition Final 

FD 

First Div. Cup 

1.2 

Two leg ties 

1C 

Inter City Cup 

HOME VENUES 

T4 

Top Four Cup 


Athletic Grounds to end 1935-36 and 

BC 

Blaxnit Cup 


Oriel Park from 1936-37 

CY 

Casey Cup 


unless shown as follows.- 

NS 

North South Cup 

a 

Athletic Grounds 

TC 

Tyler Cup 

b 

Bellurgan Park 

EC 

European Cup 

m 

Marist College Grounds 

FR 

Fairs Cup 

u 

United Park Drogheda 

CW 

European Cup Winners Cup 

d 

Dalymount Park 

UF 

UEFA Cup 

t 

Tolka Park 




1926-27 

21-Aug-26 

L 

Fordsons 

A 

1-2 

L 

28-Aug-26 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-3 

L 

4-Sep-26 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

ll-Sep-26 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-3 

D 

19-Sep-26 

L 

Jacobs 

H 

3-0 

W 

25-Sep-26 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-2 

L 

2-Oct-26 

L 

Brideville 

H 

1-1 

D 

9-Oct-26 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-3 

L 

16-Oct-26 

L 

St James' Gate 

H 

1-1 

D 

23-Oct-26 

L 

Fordsons 

H 

4-2 

W 

30-0ct-26 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-3 

L 

6-NOV-26 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-4 

L 

13-NOV-26 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-5 

L 

27-NOV-26 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-1 

W 

4-Dec-26 

L 

Brideville 

A 

3-4 

L 

12-Dec-26 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-2 

L 

18-Dec-26 

L 

St James' Gate 

A 

2-2 

D 

27-Dec-26 

S 

Fordsons 

A 

0-1 

L 

l-Jan-27 

L 

Jacobs 

A 

1-1 

D 

8-Jan-27 

C 

Bohemians 

A 

1-6 

L 

15-Jan-27 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-6 

L 

29-Jan-27 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

6-Feb-27 

S 

Athlone Town 

H 

3-2 

W 

27-Feb-27 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

D 

3-Mar-27 

LS 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-1 

L 

6-Mar-27 

S 

Jacobs 

H 

5-1 

W 

12-Mar-27 

S 

St James' Gate 

H 

0-0 

D 

19-Mar-27 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-4 

L 

26-Mar-27 

S 

Brideville 

A 

0-4 

L 

lO-Apr-27 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-3 

L 

1927-28 

20-Aug-27 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

5-2 

W 

27-Aug-27 

L 

Fordsons 

A 

2-2 

D 

4-Sep-27 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-4 

L 

ll-Sep-27 

L 

Brideville 

A 

4-1 

W 

18-Sep-27 

L 

Jacobs 

H 

2-0 

W 

24-Sep-27 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

7-3 

W 

2-0ct-27 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

3-3 

D 

8-0ct-27 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-2 

L 

16-0ct-27 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

4-1 

W 

29-0ct-27 

L 

Fordsons 

H 

2-3 

L 

5-NOV-27 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-2 

D 

13-NOV-27 

L 

Brideville 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-NOV-27 

L 

Jacobs 

A 

3-0 

W 

26-NOV-27 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-1 

w 

4-Dec-27 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-5 

L 

lO-Dec-27 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-4 

L 

18-Dec-27 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Dec-27 

S 

Athlone Town 

H 

3-1 

W 

l-Jan-28 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

8-Jan-28 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-3 

D 

12-Jan-28 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-1 

W 

15-Jan-28 

s 

Brideville 

H 

4-3 

W 


1927-28 Continued 


21-Jan-28 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-3 

L 

29-Jan-28 

S 

St. James' Gate 

A 

4-1 

W 

5-Feb-28 

S 

Fordsons 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Feb-28 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-6 

L 

23-Feb-28 

LS 

Athlone Town 

A 

5-2 

W 

26-Feb-28 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

3-Mar-28 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-0 

W 

25-Mar-28 

S 

Jacobs 

H 

4-0 

W 

31-Mar-28 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

2-3 

L 

5-May-28 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

6-2 

W 

1928-29 

26-Aug-28 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-4 

L 

2-Sep-28 

L 

Jacobs 

H 

5-1 

W 

9-Sep-28 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

3-0 

W 

16-Sep-28 

L 

Brideville 

H 

4-2 

W 

23-Sep-28 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-2 

L 

30-Sep-28 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-2 

D 

13-Oct-28 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-4 

L 

20-Oct-28 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-2 

L 

28-Oct-28 

L 

Fordsons 

A 

1-1 

D 

4-NOV-28 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-2 

W 

ll-Nov-28 

L 

Jacobs 

A 

3-4 

L 

18-NOV-28 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

5-1 

W 

25-NOV-28 

L 

Brideville 

A 

3-1 

W 

2-Dec-28 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-0 

W 

9-Dec-28 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-5 

L 

16-Dec-28 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-4 

L 

22-Dec-28 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-6 

L 

26-Dec-28 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-3 

L 

30-Dec-28 

L 

Fordsons 

H 

3-3 

D 

5-Jan-29 

C 

Richmond Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

W 

13-Jan-29 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

4-1 

W 

19-Jan-29 

C 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

6-2 

W 

27-Jan-29 

LS 

Richmond Rvrs 

H 

3-3 

D 

30-Jan-29 

LS 

Richmond Rvrs 

A 

2-2 

D 

2-Feb-29 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-3 

L 

7-Feb-29 

LS 

Richmond Rvrs 

H 

4-1 

W 

9-Feb-29 

LS 

UCD 

A 

4-1 

W 

24-Feb-29 

LS 

Brideville 

A 

3-1 

W 

lO-Mar-29 

S 

Jacobs 

H 

3-1 

W 

17-Mar-29 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-0 

W 

24-Mar-29 

S 

Fordsons 

A 

1-0 

W 

l-Apr-29 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-0 

D 

7-Apr-29 

S 

Brideville 

H 

4-2 

w 

13-Apr-29 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-1 

L 

21-Apr-29 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-0 

D 

27-Apr-29 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

0-0 

D 

l-May-29 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

1929-30 

25-Aug-29 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

l-Sep-29 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-2 

D 

8-Sep-29 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-4 

L 

15-Sep-29 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-5 

L 





1929-30 Continued 


22-Sep-29 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-1 

D 

29-Sep-29 

L 

Jacobs 

A 

8-2 

W 

5-Oct-29 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-3 

L 

13-Oct-29 

L 

Brideville 

A 

2-3 

L 

20-Oct-29 

L 

Fordsons 

H 

2-3 

L 

27-Oct-29 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

3-NOV-29 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-0 

W 

9-NOV-29 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

17-NOV-29 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-2 

W 

24-NOV-29 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-0 

W 

l-Dec-29 

L 

Jacobs 

H 

2-1 

w 

7-Dec-29 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

15-Dec-29 

L 

Brideville 

H 

3-3 

D 

22-Dec-29 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-2 

L 

29-Dec-29 

L 

Fordsons 

A 

1-0 

W 

5-Jan-30 

C 

Cork Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

W 

19-Jan-30 

C 

Glasnevin 

H 

5-0 

W 

25-Jan-30 

LS 

Ormeau 

A 

3-2 

W 

l-Feb-30 

C 

Brideville 

A 

1-2 

L 

8-Feb-30 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-2 

D 

12-Feb-30 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-0 

D 

16-Feb-30 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Feb-30 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-4 

L 

23-Feb-30 

S 

Brideville 

A 

1-3 

L 

9-Mar-30 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-Mar-30 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

1-3 

L 

29-Mar-30 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

1-4 

L 

6-Apr-30 

S 

Jacobs 

H 

4-0 

W 

13-Apr-30 

S 

Fordsons 

A 

2-1 

W 

20-Apr-30 

1930-31 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-1 

W 

24-Aug-30 

L 

Waterford 

H 

7-3 

W 

31-Aug-30 

L 

Dolphin 

A 

2-2 

D 

7-Sep-30 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-4 

L 

14-Sep-30 

L 

Jacobs 

A 

5-1 

W 

20-Sep-30 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-2 

D 

28-Sep-30 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-2 

D 

4-Oct-30 

LS 

Bendigo 

H 

5-1 

W 

12-0ct-30 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

4-1 

W 

18-0ct-30 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

26-Oct-30 

L 

Brideville 

A 

1-1 

D 

l-Nov-30 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

6-NOV-30 

LS 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-3 

L 

9-NOV-30 

L 

Cork 

H 

1-4 

L 

16-NOV-30 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-3 

L 

23-NOV-30 

L 

Dolphin 

H 

4-3 

W 

30-NOV-30 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-1 

W 

7-Dec-30 

L 

Jacobs 

H 

7-1 

W 

13-Dec-30 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-3 

L 

21-Dec-30 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-2 

W 

28-Dec-30 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-1 

W 

4-Jan-31 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-3 

D 


1930-31 Continued 


ll-Jan-31 

C 

Jacobs 

H 

4-2 

W 

18-Jan-31 

L 

Brideville 

H 

5-1 

W 

25-Jan-31 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

l-Feb-31 

L 

Cork 

A 

1-3 

L 

8-Feb-31 

C 

Cork Bohemians 

H 

3-1 

W 

15-Feb-31 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

6-0 

W 

21-Feb-31 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

1-0 

W 

l-Mar-31 

S 

Jacobs 

A 

4-1 

w 

8-Mar-31 

c 

Dolphin 

N 

1-1 

D 

1 l-Mar-31 

c 

Dolphin 

N 

3-1 

W 

15-Mar-31 

s 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-3 

L 

17-Mar-31 

s 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

22-Mar-31 

s 

Brideville 

A 

2-4 

L 

29-Mar-31 

s 

Waterford 

H 

1-2 

L 

4-Apr-31 

s 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-3 

L 

6-Apr-31 

s 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-2 

W 

12-Apr-31 

s 

Cork 

H 

1-2 

L 

18-Apr-31 

c 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-1 

D 

26-Apr-31 

s 

Dolphin 

H 

2-5 

L 

3-May-31 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-3 

W 

9-May-31 

c 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-1 

L 

23-May-31 PC 
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Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-1 

D 

23-Aug-31 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

2-0 

W 

30-Aug-31 

L 

Brideville 

A 

1-2 

L 

6-Sep-31 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

W 

9-Sep-31 PC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

7-3 

W 

13-Sep-31 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-2 

D 

20-Sep-31 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

27-Sep-31 

L 

Cork 

H 

0-2 

L 

4-Oct-31 

LS 

Drumcondra 

H 

5-3 

W 

ll-Oct-31 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

18-Oct-31 

L 

Dolphin 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Oct-31 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

l-Nov-31 

LS 

Distillery 

H 

3-1 

W 

8-NOV-31 

L 

Jacobs 

A 

5-0 

W 

15-NOV-31 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

0-1 

L 

21-NOV-31 

LS 

Shelbourne 

N 

0-0 

D 

29-NOV-31 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-2 

W 

2-Dec-31 

LS 

Shelbourne 

N 

0-3 

L 

6-Dec-31 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

5-0 

W 

12-Dec-31 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

20-Dec-31 

L 

Cork 

A 

1-1 

D 

27-Dec-31 

L 

Brideville 

H 

3-2 

W 

3-Jan-32 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

5-2 

W 

ll-Jan-32 

C 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-2 

L 

16-Jan-32 

L 

Dolphin 

A 

4-2 

W 

23-Jan-32 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-3 

L 

31-Jan-32 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-3 

D 

6-Feb-32 

L 

Jacobs 

H 

9-0 

W 

14-Feb-32 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-1 

L 

21-Feb-32 

S 

Dolphin 

H 

3-0 

W 
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6-Mar-32 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

4-1 

W 

13-Mar-32 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

3-3 

D 

17-Mar-32 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

20-Mar-32 

S 

Cork 

H 

4-1 

W 

26-Mar-32 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-4 

L 

3-Apr-32 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

4-2 

W 

6-Apr-32 

PC 

Brideville 

A 

4-1 

W 

9-Apr-32 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-3 

L 

16-Apr-32 

S 

Brideville 

A 

0-3 

L 

24-Apr-32 

S 

Waterford 

A 

0-2 

L 

31-May-32 
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S 

Jacobs 

A 

X-X 

D(n) 

21-Aug-32 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-1 

D 

28-Aug-32 

L 

Dolphin 

A 

2-0 

W 

4-Sep-32 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-0 

W 

7-Sep-32 

LS 

Distillery 

A 

3-1 

W 

ll-Sep-32 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-1 

W 

17-Sep-32 

L 

Cork 

H 

1-0 

W 

19-Sep-32 

LS 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

25-Sep-32 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

2-Oct-32 

L 

Cork Bohs 

A 

1-0 

W 

5-Oct-32 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

9-0ct-32 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

4-2 

W 

15-0ct-32 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

3-2 

W 

22-Oct-32 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

2-1 

w 

30-Oct-32 

L 

Dolphin 

H 

5-2 

w 

5-NOV-32 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-2 

D 

13-NOV-32 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

W 

20-NOV-32 

L 

Cork 

A 

5-2 

w 

27-NOV-32 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

4-Dec-32 

L 

Cork Bohs 

H 

1-1 

D 

lO-Dec-32 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

4-0 

W 

18-Dec-32 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

4-2 

w 

27-Dec-32 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-4 

L 

l-Jan-33 

C 

Dolphin 

H 

1-1 

D 

4-Jan-33 

c 

Dolphin 

A 

1-2 

L 

8-Jan-33 

s 

Cork 

A 

2-1 

W 

15-Jan-33 

s 

Cork Bohs 

H 

3-2 

W 

22-Jan-33 

s 

St. James' Gate 

H 

6-0 

W 

29-Jan-33 

s 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-1 

W 

5-Feb-33 

s 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-0 

W 

12-Feb-33 

s 

Dolphin 

H 

3-2 

W 

19-Feb-33 

s 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-1 

W 

4-Mar-33 

s 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-4 

L 

ll-Mar-33 

s 

Cork 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Mar-33 

s 

Cork Bohs 

A 

1-1 

D 

2-Apr-33 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

5-Apr-33 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-5 

L 

9-Apr-33 

s 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

0-1 

L 

21-Apr-33 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

2-4 

L 

23-Apr-33 

s 

Dolphin 

A 

4-2 

W 

25-Apr-33 

PC 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-3 

D 
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26-Apr-33 S Bohemians 

H 

4-1 

W 

30-Apr-33 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-0 

W 

1933-34 

19-Aug-33 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-1 

L 

26-Aug-33 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

29-Aug-33 

PC 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

l-Sep-33 

PC 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-1 

D 

3-Sep-33 

S 

Cork Bohs 

H 

2-1 

W 

8-Sep-33 

LS 

Brideville 

A 

4-1 

W 

lO-Sep-33 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-2 

L 

14-Sep-33 

PC 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-1 

W 

17-Sep-33 

S 

Dolphin 

A 

1-2 

L 

20-Sep-33 

LS 

Shelbourne 

H 

5-1 

W 

24-Sep-33 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

1-4 

L 

l-Oct-33 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-2 

D 

8-Oct-33 

S 

Cork 

H 

4-2 

W 

15-Oct-33 

S 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-0 

W 

22-0ct-33 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

W 

29-Oct-33 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

l-Nov-33 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 

5-NOV-33 

L 

Cork Bohs 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-NOV-33 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-0 

W 

19-NOV-33 

L 

Dolphin 

H 

4-1 

W 

22-NOV-33 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-2 

L 

25-NOV-33 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

3-Dec-33 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

5-2 

W 

lO-Dec-33 

L 

Cork 

A 

0-4 

L 

17-Dec-33 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-0 

W 

24-Dec-33 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-2 

D 

30-Dec-33 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

7-Jan-34 

L 

Cork Bohs 

H 

3-0 

W 

14-Jan-34 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

20-Jan-34 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-0 

W 

27-Jan-34 

C 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

4-Feb-34 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

ll-Feb-34 

Cs 

Cork 

N 

2-2 

D 

18-Feb-34 

L 

Cork 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Feb-34 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

1-2 

L 

4-Mar-34 

Cs 

Cork 

N 

1-1 

D 

7-Mar-34 

Cs 

Cork 

N 

1-2 

L 

ll-Mar-34 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

3-5 

L 

18-Mar-34 

L 

Dolphin 

A 

0-3 

L 

l-Apr-34 

S 

Cork Bohs 

A 

2-2 

D 

8-Apr-34 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 

14-Apr-34 

S 

Dolphin 

H 

3-1 

W 

21-Apr-34 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

4-3 

W 

22-Apr-34 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

4-2 

w 

25-Apr-34 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

5-3 

w 

29-Apr-34 

s 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

1-1 

D 

5-May-34 

s 

Cork 

A 

0-4 

L 

31-May-34 

s 

Shelbourne 

H 

X-X 

W(n) 
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26-Aug-34 

S 

Dolphin 

H 

1-2 

L 

2-Sep-34 

S 

Cork 

A 

2-3 

L 

5-Sep-34 

LS 

Dolphin 

A 

3-2 

W 

9-Sep-34 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

3-1 

W 

16-Sep-34 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-1 

W 

23-Sep-34 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-5 

L 

30-Sep-34 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

1-3 

L 

3-Oct-34 

LS 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-1 

D 

7-Oct-34 

S 

Waterford 

A 

3-3 

D 

ll-Oct-34 

LS 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

6-1 

W 

14-0ct-34 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

W 

21-Oct-34 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-1 

W 

28-0ct-34 

L 

Dolphin 

A 

0-2 

L 

4 -N 0 V -34 

L 

Cork 

H 

0-1 

L 

lO-Nov-34 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

3-2 

W 

I 8 -N 0 V -34 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

25 -N 0 V -34 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

2-Dec-34 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

1-3 

L 

5-Dec-34 

LS 

Distillery 

A 

1-0 

W 

9-Dec-34 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-1 

W 

15-Dec-34 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-0 

w 

23-Dec-34 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-2 

w 

26-Dec-34 LSf 

St. James' Gate 

N 

1-2 

L 

30-Dec-34 

L 

Dolphin 

H 

2-2 

D 

6-Jan-35 

L 

Cork 

A 

2-2 

D 

13-Jan-35 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

5-1 

W 

20-Jan-35 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-0 

W 

27-Jan-35 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-2 

W 

3-Feb-35 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

9-Feb-35 

C 

Distillery 

A 

2-1 

W 

17-Feb-35 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-0 

W 

24-Feb-35 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

4-3 

W 

3-Mar-35 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-4 

L 

7-Mar-35 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

1-3 

L 

lO-Mar-35 

DC 

Dolphin 

A 

0-1 

L 

17-Mar-35 

DC 

Cork 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Mar-35 

Cs 

Sligo Rovers 

N 

2-0 

W 

31-Mar-35 

DC 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-3 

L 

6-Apr-35 

DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

14-Apr-35 

Cf 

Bohemians 

N 

3-4 

L 

17-Apr-35 

DC 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

21-Apr-35 

DC 

Waterford 

H 

0-2 

L 

24-Apr-35 

DC 

St. James' Gate 

A 

1-1 

D 

28-Apr-35 

DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-2 

L 

4-May-35 
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DC 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

5-2 

W 

25-Aug-35 

S 

Dolphin 

A 

5-1 

W 

29-Aug-35 

LS 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-1 

W 

l-Sep-35 

S 

Brideviile 

H 

1-2 

L 

8-Sep-35 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

1-3 

L 

12-Sep-35 

LS 

Dolphin 

H 

6-0 

W 

15-Sep-35 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-0 

D 


1935-36 Continued 


22-Sep-35 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-4 

D 

29-Sep-35 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-0 

D 

6-Oct-35 

S 

Cork 

H 

4-1 

W 

13-Oct-35 

S 

Waterford 

A 

3-2 

W 

19-Oct-35 

S 

Reds Utd 

A 

1-2 

L 

27-Oct-35 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

5-3 

W 

3 -N 0 V -35 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

6-3 

W 

lO-Nov-35 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

0-1 

L 

I 3 -N 0 V -35 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

3-1 

W 

I 7 -N 0 V -35 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-1 

L 

24 -N 0 V -35 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

5-0 

W 

l-Dec-35 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-2 

L 

8-Dec-35 

L 

Cork 

H 

3-2 

W 

15-Dec-35 

L 

Waterford 

H 

5-1 

W 

22-Dec-35 

L 

Reds Utd 

A 

1-1 

D 

26-Dec-35 LSf 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-2 

L 

29-Dec-35 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

6-5 

W 

5-Jan-36 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

12-Jan-36 

C 

B & 1ASC 

H 

7-1 

W 

19-Jan-36 

L 

Dolphin 

H 

3-1 

w 

26-Jan-36 

L 

Brideviile 

A 

1-2 

L 

2-Feb-36 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

4-2 

W 

8-Feb-36 

C 

Reds Utd 

H 

2-1 

W 

16-Feb-36 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

23-Feb-36 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-3 

L 

l-Mar-36 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-2 

D 

4-Mar-36 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-2 

L 

8-Mar-36 

L 

Cork 

A 

1-3 

L 

12-Mar-36 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-4 

L 

15-Mar-36 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

22-Mar-36 

L 

Reds Utd 

H 

2-0 

W 

29-Mar-36 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

4-Apr-36 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-2 

L 

12-Apr-36 

L 

Dolphin 

A 

1-4 

L 

19-Apr-36 

L 

Brideviile 

H 

2-1 

W 

26-Apr-36 

DC 

Reds Utd 

A 

5-1 

W 

29-Apr-36 

DC 

St. James' Gate 

N 

2-1 

W 

3-May-36 DCf 
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Bohemians 

N 

3-4 

L 

23-Aug-36 

S 

Cork 

H 

2-1 

W 

30-Aug-36 

S 

Dolphin 

A 

1-4 

L 

6-Sep-36 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

13-Sep-36 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

7-2 

W 

19-Sep-36 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

2-4 

L 

26-Sep-36 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

4-1 

W 

4-Oct-36 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-3 

L 

ll-Oct-36 

S 

St. James' Gate 

A 

4-7 

L 

18-Oct-36 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

21-Oct-36 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

25-Oct-36 

S 

Waterford 

H 

2-4 

L 

29-Oct-36 

LS 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

l-Nov-36 

S 

Brideviile 

H 

4-3 

W 
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7-NOV-36 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

15-NOV-36 

L 

Dolphin 

H 

0-1 

L 

18-NOV-36 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-0 

W 

22-NOV-36 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-4 

L 

29-NOV-36 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

3-1 

W 

5-Dec-36 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-2 

W 

13-Dec-36 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-1 

W 

16-Dec-36 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-1 

W 

20-Dec-36 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-0 

W 

26-Dec-36 LSf 

St. James' Gate 

N 

0-1 

L 

27-Dec-36 

L 

Cork 

H 

7-2 

W 

3-Jan-37 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-2 

L 

lO-Jan-37 

C 

Waterford 

A 

3-3 

D 

14-Jan-37 

C 

Waterford 

H 

1-1 

D 

21-Jan-37 

C 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

24-Jan-37 

L 

Brideville 

H 

4-2 

W 

31-Jan-37 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

14-Feb-37 

L 

Dolphin 

A 

0-2 

L 

21-Feb-37 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

3-1 

W 

28-Feb-37 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

2-0 

W 

6-Mar-37 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

14-Mar-37 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-2 

L 

26-Mar-37 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

2-2 

D 

28-Mar-37 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-2 

L 

29-Mar-37 

L 

Cork 

A 

2-2 

D 

4-Apr-37 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

ll-Apr-37 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-0 

W 

17-Apr-37 

L 

Brideville 

A 

2-1 

W 

25-Apr-37 

DC 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-0 

W 

28-Apr-37 DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-0 

Wc 

l-May-37 DC 

Waterford 

N 

1-0 

W 

2-May-37 DCf 
1937-38 

Sligo Rovers 

N 

0-2 

L 

22-Aug-37 DC 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-2 

W 

29-Aug-37 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

W 

l-Sep-37 DC 

Bohemians 

A 

3-2 

w 

5-Sep-37 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

2-2 

D 

8-Sep-37 DCf 

Cork 

N 

2-1 

W 

12-Sep-37 

S 

Waterford 

A 

2-1 

W 

19-Sep-37 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

2-1 

w 

22-Sep-37 

LS 

Terenure Ath 

A 

1-1 

D 

26-Sep-37 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

2-6 

L 

30-Sep-37 

LS 

Terenure Ath 

H 

1-1 

D 

2-Oct-37 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

6-Oct-37 

LS 

Terenure Ath 

A 

0-1 

L 

lO-Oct-37 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-0 

W 

17-Oct-37 

S 

Cork 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-0ct-37 

S 

Limerick 

A 

0-2 

L 

31-Oct-37 

S 

Brideville 

A 

0-2 

L 

ll-Nov-37 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

14-NOV-37 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

21-NOV-37 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

0-5 

L 
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28-NOV-37 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-1 

W 

5-Dec-37 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

2-3 

L 

ll-Dec-37 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

19-Dec-37 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

27-Dec-37 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

5-2 

W 

2-Jan-38 

L 

Cork 

A 

3-0 

W 

9-Jan-38 

L 

Limerick 

H 

4-0 

W 

16-Jan-38 

L 

Brideville 

H 

2-1 

W 

23-Jan-38 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

5-1 

W 

30-Jan-38 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-4 

L 

6-Feb-38 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

lO-Feb-38 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-0 

W 

13-Feb-38 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-4 

L 

20-Feb-38 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-3 

L 

27-Feb-38 

C 

Waterford 

A 

3-2 

W 

6-Mar-38 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

0-0 

D 

13-Mar-38 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-1 

W 

19-Mar-38 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

20-Mar-38 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

27-Mar-38 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-0 

W 

3-Apr-38 

L 

Cork 

H 

3-1 

W 

lO-Apr-38 

Cf 

St. James' Gate 

N 

1-2 

L 

17-Apr-38 

L 

Brideville 

A 

0-0 

D 

21-Apr-38 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

24-Apr-38 

1938-39 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-0 

W 

21-Aug-38 

DC 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

W 

25-Aug-38 

DC 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-0 

W 

28-Aug-38 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

31-Aug-38 

DC 

St. James' Gate 

A 

0-1 

L 

4-Sep-38 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

8-Sep-38 

LS 

Hammond Lane 

H 

5-1 

W 

ll-Sep-38 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

18-Sep-38 

S 

Brideville 

H 

1-0 

W 

25-Sep-38 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

2-2 

D 

2-0ct-38 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

0-1 

L 

9-Oct-38 

S 

Cork City 

A 

2-4 

L 

12-Oct-38 

LS 

Distillery 

A 

2-0 

W 

16-Oct-38 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

4-2 

W 

22-Oct-38 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

30-Oct-38 

S 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

6-NOV-38 

S 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

13-NOV-38 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

19-NOV-38 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-0 

W 

27-NOV-38 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

30-NOV-38 

LS 

St. James' Gate 

N 

5-1 

W 

4-Dec-38 

L 

Brideville 

A 

0-2 

L 

ll-Dec-38 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

3-2 

W 

18-Dec-38 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

2-1 

W 

26-Dec-38 LSf 

Drumcondra 

N 

1-2 

L 

27-Dec-38 

L 

Cork City 

Ha 

4-1 

W 

l-Jan-39 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-3 

D 
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8-Jan-39 

L 

Shelbourne 

Ha 

5-0 

w 

22-Jan-39 

L 

Waterford 

Ha 

5-1 

w 

29-Jan-39 

L 

Shamrock Rovers A 

2-3 

L 

5-Feb-39 

L 

Bohemians 

Ha 

3-2 

W 

12-Feb-39 

C 

Drumcondra 

Ha 

2-1 

W 

19-Feb-39 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

26-Feb-39 

L 

Brideville 

H 

3-0 

W 

5-Mar-39 

C 

Waterford 

H 

4-0 

W 

12-Mar-39 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

1-1 

D 

19-Mar-39 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

0-3 

L 

26-Mar-39 

Cs 

Sligo Rovers 

N 

1-2 

L 

2-Apr-39 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-2 

D 

8-Apr-39 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-2 

D 

lO-Apr-39 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

16-Apr-39 

L 

Limerick 

H 

4-0 

W 

23-Apr-39 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-0 

W 

30-Apr-39 

1939-40 

L 

Cork City 

A 

2-2 

D 

20-Aug-39 DC 

Brideville 

H 

3-0 

W 

23-Aug-39 DC 

St. James' Gate 

A 

1-5 

L 

26-Aug-39 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-2 

D 

3-Sep-39 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-2 

W 

lO-Sep-39 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-3 

L 

17-Sep-39 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Sep-39 

S 

Waterford 

H 

2-2 

D 

28-Sep-39 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

l-Oct-39 

S 

Cork City 

A 

2-1 

W 

8-0ct-39 

S 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

15-0ct-39 

S 

Bohemians 

Ha 

1-1 

D 

22-0ct-39 

S 

St. James' Gate 

A 

0-0 

D 

28-0ct-39 

S 

Brideville 

A 

1-1 

D 

5-NOV-39 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-2 

L 

12-NOV-39 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-2 

W 

19-NOV-39 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

5-2 

W 

26-NOV-39 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-0 

W 

3-Dec-39 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-1 

D 

lO-Dec-39 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-2 

D 

17-Dec-39 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-1 

L 

24-Dec-39 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-0 

W 

30-Dec-39 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

3-1 

W 

7-Jan-40 

L 

St. James' Gate 

Ha 

3-2 

W 

14-Jan-40 

L 

Brideville 

H 

1-0 

W 

21-Jan-40 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-3 

L 

27-Jan-40 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

4-Feb-40 

C 

Distillery 

Ha 

1-2 

L 

ll-Feb-40 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-3 

L 

18-Feb-40 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

3-Mar-40 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

2-0 

W 

lO-Mar-40 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-2 

W 

17-Mar-40 

L 

Cork City 

A 

2-5 

L 

24-Mar-40 

L 

Limerick 

H 

4-1 

W 

31-Mar-40 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 


1939-40 Continued 

7-Apr-40 L St. James' Gate 

A 

0-3 

L 

13-Apr-40 

L 

Brideville 

A 

2-3 

L 

28-Apr-40 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-2 

L 

1940-41 

25-Aug-40 DC 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-0 

W 

l-Sep-40 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

4-2 

W 

4-Sep-40 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-1 

W 

ll-Sep-40 DCf 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-3 

L 

15-Sep-40 

s 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

0-1 

L 

22-Sep-40 

s 

St. James' Gate 

A 

3-4 

L 

29-Sep-40 

s 

Waterford 

H 

0-0 

D 

6-Oct-40 

s 

Cork Utd 

H 

1-0 

W 

12-0ct-40 

s 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

19-0ct-40 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

3-3 

D 

27-Oct-40 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

3-NOV-40 

s 

Limerick 

H 

2-2 

D 

lO-Nov-40 

s 

Brideville 

A 

3-1 

W 

17-NOV-40 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 

l-Dec-40 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-3 

L 

8-Dec-40 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-2 

W 

15-Dec-40 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-5 

L 

22-Dec-40 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

0-1 

L 

29-Dec-40 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

5-Jan-41 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

4-0 

W 

12-Jan-41 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-2 

D 

19-Jan-41 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Jan-41 

L 

Brideville 

H 

7-2 

W 

2-Feb-41 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

5-3 

W 

9-Feb-41 

C 

St. James' Gate 

H 

5-1 

W 

23-Feb-41 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

6-1 

W 

l-Mar-41 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

4-4 

D 

6-Mar-41 

C 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-3 

D 

9-Mar-41 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-4 

L 

12-Mar-41 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-0 

W 

16-Mar-41 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-3 

L 

23-Mar-41 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

1-3 

L 

30-Mar-41 

Cs 

Cork Utd 

N 

0-3 

L 

5-Apr-41 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-6 

L 

13-Apr-41 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-1 

W 

16-Apr-41 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-0 

W 

20-Apr-41 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

27-Apr-41 

L 

Brideville 

A 

0-3 

L 

1941-42 

31-Aug-41 

LS 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

3-Sep-41 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

6-1 

W 

7-Sep-41 

DC 

Brideville 

H 

5-0 

W 

14-Sep-41 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-3 

D 

17-Sep-41 

DC 

Shelbourne 

N 

1-1 

L(c) 

21-Sep-41 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

2-1 

W 

28-Sep-41 

S 

Brideville 

A 

4-2 

W 

5-Oct-41 

S 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-2 

w 

ll-Oct-41 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

4-1 

w 


453 
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19-Oct-41 

S 

Limerick 

H 

3-1 

W 

26-0ct-41 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-2 

L 

29-0ct-41 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

2-NOV-41 

S 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-4 

L 

6-NOV-41 

LS 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

9-N0V-41 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

4-1 

W 

16-NOV-41 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

26-NOV-41 

LS 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

1-3 

L 

30-NOV-41 

L 

Brideville 

H 

4-1 

W 

3-Dec-41 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

7-Dec-41 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

1-3 

L 

14-Dec-41 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

21-Dec-41 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-4 

L 

28-Dec-41 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

6-2 

W 

4-Jan-42 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

3-4 

L 

ll-Jan-42 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

4-1 

W 

18-Jan-42 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

4-5 

L 

25-Jan-42 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-3 

D 

l-Feb-42 

L 

Brideville 

A 

1-2 

L 

8-Feb-42 

C 

Distillery 

H 

2-1 

W 

15-Feb-42 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

2-2 

D 

21-Feb-42 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-3 

L 

28-Feb-42 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

8-Mar-42 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

15-Mar-42 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-0 

W 

22-Mar-42 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

2-3 

L 

29-Mar-42 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

4-1 

W 

5-Apr-42 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-1 

D 

8-Apr-42 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-1 

W 

26-Apr-42 

Cf 

Cork Utd 

N 

3-1 

W 

4-May-42 

1C 

Glentoran 

A1 

5-1 

W 

9-May-42 

1C 

Glentoran 

N2 

1-2 

L 

16-May-42 

1C 

Distillery 

A1 

0-1 

L 

19-May-42 

1C 

Distillery 

N2 

2-1 

W 

25-May-42 

1C 

Belfast Celtic 

A1 

2-2 

D 

27-May-42 

1C 

Belfast Celtic 

N2 

1-0 

W 

31-May-42 

1942-43 

ICf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-0 

W 

23-Aug-42 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-5 

L 

30-Aug-42 

DC 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

6-2 

W 

6-Sep-42 

S 

Brideville 

H 

2-1 

W 

9-Sep-42 

DC 

Shelbourne 

N 

1-0 

W 

13-Sep-42 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

4-4 

D 

20-Sep-42 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-Sep-42 DCf 

Drumcondra 

N 

4-2 

W 

27-Sep-42 

S 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

4-0ct-42 

S 

Cork Utd 

H 

1-1 

D 

ll-Oct-42 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-4 

L 

18-0ct-42 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

25-0ct-42 

S 

St. James' Gate 

A 

1-0 

W 

l-Nov-42 

S 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

1-1 

D 

8-NOV-42 

L 

Brideville 

A 

0-0 

D 


454 
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15-NOV-42 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

W 

21-NOV-42 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

29-NOV-42 

L 

Limerick 

H 

4-3 

W 

6-Dec-42 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

0-1 

L 

13-Dec-42 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-4 

L 

19-Dec-42 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

27-Dec-42 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

4-2 

W 

3-Jan-43 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

A 

5-0 

W 

lO-Jan-43 

L 

Brideville 

H 

2-2 

D 

17-Jan-43 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-0 

W 

24-Jan-43 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

31-Jan-43 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-1 

W 

7-Feb-43 

C 

St. James' Gate 

A1 

3-3 

D 

14-Feb-43 

C 

St. James' Gate 

H2 

2-2 

D 

17-Feb-43 

C 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-1 

W 

21-Feb-43 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-0 

w 

28-Feb-43 

C 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-2 

D 

3-Mar-43 

C 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-4 

L 

7-Mar-43 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-3 

L 

14-Mar-43 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-2 

W 

21-Mar-43 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

1-1 

D 

28-Mar-43 

L 

Bray Unknowns 

H 

3-1 

W 

3-May-43 

1C 

Cliftonville 

A1 

1-2 

L 

lO-May-43 

1C 

Cliftonville 

N2 

3-1 

W 

15-May-43 

1C 

Distillery 

A1 

2-5 

L 

19-May-43 

1943-44 

1C 

Distillery 

N2 

3-5 

L 

15-Aug-43 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-3 

L 

22-Aug-43 DC 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-0 

W 

29-Aug-43 DC 

Drumcondra 

H 

5-3 

W 

5-Sep-43 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-2 

L 

12-Sep-43 DC 

Bohemians 

H 

2-4 

L 

15-Sep-43 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

19-Sep-43 DC 

Cork Utd 

A 

2-4 

L 

26-Sep-43 DC 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

3-Oct-43 

DC 

Limerick 

A 

5-6 

L 

lO-Oct-43 

S 

St. James' Gate 

A 

5-2 

W 

17-Oct-43 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-5 

L 

24-Oct-43 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-5 

L 

30-Oct-43 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

4-3 

W 

7-NOV-43 

S 

Cork Utd 

H 

5-5 

D 

13-NOV-43 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

21-NOV-43 

S 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

D 

5-Dec-43 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-0 

W 

12-Dec-43 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-0 

D 

19-Dec-43 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

5-2 

W 

26-Dec-43 

L 

St. James' Gate 

H 

3-0 

W 

27-Dec-43 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

0-0 

D 

2-Jan-44 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-3 

L 

9-Jan-44 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-3 

L 

16-Jan-44 

L 

St. James' Gate 

A 

4-0 

W 

23-Jan-44 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-3 

L 


0 
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30-Jan-44 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

5-Feb-44 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

13-Feb-44 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-2 

W 

19-Feb-44 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

27-Feb-44 

C 

Cork Utd 

HI 

5-1 

W 

5-Mar-44 

C 

Cork Utd 

A2 

0-1 

L 

12-Mar-44 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-4 

L 

26-Mar-44 

C 

Shelbourne 

N1 

1-1 

D 

l-Apr-44 

C 

Shelbourne 

N2 

1-3 

L 

26-Apr-44 

1C 

Derry City 

N1 

1-0 

W 

l-May-44 

1C 

Derry City 

N2 

0-2 

L 

13-May-44 

1C 

Distillery 

A1 

1-4 

L 

19-May-44 

1944-45 

1C 

Distillery 

N2 

1-1 

D 

27-Aug-44 DC 

Bohemians 

H 

5-4 

W 

3-Sep-44 DC 

Limerick 

A 

2-3 

L 

9-Sep-44 DC 

Brideville 

A 

1-2 

L 

17-Sep-44 DC 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-1 

W 

23-Sep-44 DC 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-4 

L 

l-Oct-44 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

4-5 

L 

8-Oct-44 DC 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-1 

W 

14-0ct-44 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

22-0ct-44 

s 

Limerick 

H 

8-4 

W 

29-0ct-44 

s 

Brideville 

H 

1-1 

D 

2-NOV-44 

LS 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-3 

D 

5-N0V-44 

S 

Cork Utd 

A 

0-4 

L 

8-N0V-44 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-4 

L 

12-N0V-44 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-2 

L 

19-N0V-44 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

3-1 

W 

3-Dec-44 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-7 

L 

lO-Dec-44 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-0 

W 

17-Dec-44 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-9 

L 

24-Dec-44 

L 

Brideville 

A 

1-2 

L 

31-Dec-44 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

1-5 

L 

7-Jan-45 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

14-Jan-45 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

21-Jan-45 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-2 

D 

4-Feb-45 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

W 

ll-Feb-45 

L 

Brideville 

H 

2-2 

D 

18-Feb-45 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

2-3 

L 

25-Feb-45 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

4-Mar-45 

C 

Brideville 

HI 

2-0 

W 

lO-Mar-45 

C 

Brideville 

A2 

1-2 

L 

18-Mar-45 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

21-Mar-45 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

24-Mar-45 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-4 

L 

31-Mar-45 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N1 

3-0 

W 

8-Apr-45 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N2 

0-5 

L 

21-Apr-45 

1C 

Distillery 

A1 

2-5 

L 

25-Apr-45 

1C 

Distillery 

N2 

2-1 

W 


1945-46 


26-Aug-45 DC 

Waterford 

A 

2-2 

D 

2-Sep-45 DC 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-4 

L 

9-Sep-45 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

16-Sep-45 DC 

Cork Utd 

A 

2-2 

D 

22-Sep-45 DC 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

30-Sep-45 DC 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-4 

L 

7-Oct-45 DC 

Limerick 

H 

0-2 

L 

14-Oct-45 

S 

Waterford 

H 

3-2 

W 

21-Oct-45 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

28-Oct-45 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

31-Oct-45 

LS 

Transport 

A 

1-1 

D 

4-NOV-45 

S 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-1 

W 

8-NOV-45 

LS 

Transport 

H 

3-2 

W 

ll-Nov-45 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-4 

L 

18-NOV-45 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

2-3 

L 

25-NOV-45 

S 

Limerick 

A 

0-3 

L 

2-Dec-45 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-6 

L 

9-Dec-45 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-3 

D 

16-Dec-45 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

4-2 

W 

23-Dec-45 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

5-3 

W 

30-Dec-45 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

2-6 

L 

6-Jan-46 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-2 

L 

13-Jan-46 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

4-1 

W 

20-Jan-46 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-2 

D 

27-Jan-46 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

3-Feb-46 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

lO-Feb-46 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-3 

D 

17-Feb-46 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

2-2 

D 

24-Feb-46 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-1 

W 

3-Mar-46 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

HI 

2-2 

D 

lO-Mar-46 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A2 

0-1 

L 

16-Mar-46 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-5 

L 

24-Mar-46 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

l-May-46 

1C 

Belfast Celtic 

N1 

0-5 

L 

ll-May-46 

1C 

Belfast Celtic 

A2 

2-5 

L 

1946-47 






18-Aug-46 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

25-Aug-46 DC 

Bohemians 

H 

5-1 

W 

31-Aug-46 DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-6 

L 

8-Sep-46 DC 

Cork Utd 

A 

0-3 

L 

15-Sep-46 DC 

Limerick 

H 

2-4 

L 

29-Sep-46 DC 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-4 

L 

6-Oct-46 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

3-0 

W 

12-Oct-46 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

20-Oct-46 

s 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-1 

W 

27-Oct-46 

s 

Cork Utd 

H 

2-2 

D 

31-Oct-46 

LS 

Grangegorman 

H 

1-3 

L 

3-NOV-46 

S 

Limerick 

A 

3-3 

D 

lO-Nov-46 

S 

Waterford 

A 

1-0 

W 

17-NOV-46 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

6-3 

W 




1946-47 Continued 


30-NOV-46 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-5 

L 

8-Dec-46 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-3 

L 

15-Dec-46 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-4 

D 

22-Dec-46 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

1-5 

L 

29-Dec-46 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

W 

5-Jan-47 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

12-Jan-47 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-6 

L 

19-Jan-47 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

25-Jan-47 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-3 

L 

9-Feb-47 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

2-5 

L 

16-Feb-47 

C 

Limerick 

HI 

1-0 

W 

9-Mar-47 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

13-Mar-47 

C 

Limerick 

A2 

1-3 

L 

23-Mar-47 

DC 

Waterford 

H 

4-3 

W 

30-Mar-47 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-0 

W 

6-Apr-47 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-2 

L 

13-Apr-47 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

2-May-47 

1C 

Glentoran 

A1 

0-3 

L 

lO-May-47 

1C 

Glentoran 

N2 

2-2 

D 

17-May-47 

1C 

Distillery 

A1 

1-1 

D 

24-May-47 

1947-48 

1C 

Distillery 

N2 

1-2 

L 

23-Aug-47 

DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-3 

W 

31-Aug-47 

DC 

Waterford 

H 

6-0 

W 

7-Sep-47 

DC 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

14-Sep-47 

DC 

Cork Utd 

H 

4-3 

W 

21-Sep-47 

DC 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-Sep-47 

DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-5 

L 

5-0ct-47 

DC 

Bohemians 

H 

7-2 

W 

12-0ct-47 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

5-1 

W 

16-0ct-47 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

19-Oct-47 

S 

Waterford 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Oct-47 

S 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

2-NOV-47 

S 

Cork Utd 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-NOV-47 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

16-NOV-47 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-1 

L 

23-NOV-47 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

6-Dec-47 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-2 

L 

14-Dec-47 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-0 

W 

21-Dec-47 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-2 

L 

28-Dec-47 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

2-2 

D 

4-Jan-48 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

ll-Jan-48 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-4 

L 

18-Jan-48 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-0 

W 

25-Jan-48 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-0 

W 

l-Feb-48 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-0 

W 

8-Feb-48 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

14-Feb-48 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-5 

L 

22-Feb-48 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

0-0 

D 

6-Mar-48 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

14-Mar-48 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 


1947-48 Continued 


20-Mar-48 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-0 

W 

lO-Apr-48 

1C 

Glentoran 

N1 

0-0 

D 

16-Apr-48 

1948-49 

1C 

Glentoran 

A2 

1-4 

L 

22-Aug-48 

DC 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

25-Aug-48 

DC 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-0 

D 

oo 

CNJ 

DC 

Transport 

A 

2-1 

W 

5-Sep-48 

DC 

Waterford 

H 

7-0 

W 

8-Sep-48 

DC 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-1 

W 

12-Sep-48 

DC 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

15-Sep-48 

DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

5-0 

W 

19-Sep-48 

DC 

Cork Utd 

A 

2-1 

W 

26-Sep-48 

DC 

Bohemians 

A 

5-0 

w 

3-Oct-48 

S 

Limerick 

H 

3-1 

w 

9-0ct-48 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-1 

w 

CO 

O 

o 

oo 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

17-0ct-48 

S 

Transport 

H 

4-5 

L 

24-0ct-48 

S 

Waterford 

A 

4-3 

W 

31-Oct-48 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

7-N0V-48 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-3 

L 

14-NOV-48 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

21-N0V-48 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

1-3 

L 

12-Dec-48 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-3 

L 

19-Dec-48 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-0 

D 

27-Dec-48 

L 

Transport 

A 

3-3 

D 

2-Jan-49 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-0 

W 

9-Jan-49 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

4-3 

W 

16-Jan-49 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

23-Jan-49 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

30-Jan-49 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

2-0 

W 

6-Feb-49 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

4-1 

W 

13-Feb-49 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Feb-49 

C 

Cork Athletic 

H 

4-1 

W 

26-Feb-49 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 

13-Mar-49 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-1 

W 

20-Mar-49 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

26-Mar-49 

Cs 

Drumcondra 

N 

2-2 

D 

30-Mar-49 

Cs 

Drumcondra 

N 

2-1 

W 

3-Apr-49 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-3 

L 

lO-Apr-49 

Cf 

Shelbourne 

N 

3-0 

W 

17-Apr-49 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Apr-49 

L 

Transport 

H 

1-2 

L 

21-Apr-49 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

23-Apr-49 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-2 

D 

5-May-49 

1C 

Distillery 

A 

3-1 

W 

ll-May-49 

1C 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

16-May-49 

1C 

Bohemians 

A 

3-1 

W 

18-May-49 

Icf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-3 

L 




1949-50 

14-Aug-49 PCf 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-2 

L 

21-Aug-49 DC 

Waterford 

A 

4-2 

W 

25-Aug-49 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-1 

L 

28-Aug-49 DC 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

l-Sep-49 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-0 

W 

4-SeM9 DC 

Cork Athletic 

A 

2-4 

L 

ll-Sep-49 DC 

Bohemians 

H 

3-2 

W 

18-Sep-49 DC 

Limerick 

A 

1-3 

L 

25-Sep-49 DC 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-1 

L 

2-0ct-49 DC 

Transport 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-0ct-49 S 

Waterford 

H 

7-3 

W 

16-0ct-49 S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-2 

W 

23-0ct-49 S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-3 

L 

27-0ct-49 LS 

Botanic 

H 

1-2 

L 

30-Oct-49 S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-3 

L 

6-NOV-49 S 

Cork Athletic 

H 

2-1 

W 

12-NOV-49 S 

Bohemians 

A 

4-4 

D 

27-NOV-49 S 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

4-Dec-49 S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-4 

L 

ll-Dec-49 S 

Transport 

H 

2-1 

W 

18-Dec-49 L 

Waterford 

A 

2-5 

L 

27-Dec-49 L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-0 

D 

l-Jan-50 L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-4 

L 

7-Jan-50 L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

15-Jan-50 L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

3-2 

W 

22-Jan-50 L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

29-Jan-50 L 

Limerick 

A 

3-3 

D 

5-Feb-50 L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-1 

D 

12-Feb-50 L 

Transport 

A 

3-1 

W 

19-Feb-50 C 

AOH (Cork) 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Feb-50 L 

Waterford 

H 

2-1 

W 

5-Mar-50 L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 

12-Mar-50 L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-2 

W 

19-Mar-50 L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

26-Mar-50 L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

0-1 

L 

2-Apr-50 L 

Bohemians 

A 

5-3 

W 

9-Apr-50 L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

14-Apr-50 L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-0 

D 

30-Apr-50 L 

Transport 

H 

5-0 

W 

1950-51 

20-Aug-50 DC 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-1 

L 

24-Aug-50 DC 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

27-Aug-50 DC 

Transport 

A 

1-1 

D 

30-Aug-50 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-2 

D 

3-Sep-50 DC 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

7-Sep-50 DC 

Waterford 

H 

2-3 

L 

lO-Sep-50 DC 

Limerick 

A 

1-1 

D 

16-Sep-50 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

20-Sep-50 LS 

Bohemians 

A 

5-2 

W 

24-Sep-50 DC 

Cork Athletic 

A 

0-2 

L 

l-Oct-50 S 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 


1950-51 Continued 


8-Oct-50 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

0-3 

L 

15-0ct-50 

S 

Transport 

H 

4-3 

W 

22-Oct-50 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-0 

W 

29-Oct-50 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

5-NOV-50 

S 

Waterford 

A 

4-2 

W 

12-NOV-50 

S 

Limerick 

H 

3-3 

D 

19-NOV-50 

LS 

Transport 

N 

3-2 

W 

26-NOV-50 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-4 

L 

3-Dec-50 

S 

Cork Athletic 

H 

5-4 

W 

9-Dec-50 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

D 

17-Dec-50 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-3 

D 

24-Dec-50 

L 

Transport 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Dec-50 LSf 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

2-1 

W 

31-Dec-50 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-3 

L 

7-Jan-51 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-3 

L 

14-Jan-51 

L 

Waterford 

H 

5-2 

W 

21-Jan-51 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

28-Jan-51 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-2 

W 

4-Feb-51 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

4-1 

W 

ll-Feb-51 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-3 

L 

17-Feb-51 

C 

Jacobs 

A 

2-1 

W 

25-Feb-51 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

4-Mar-51 

L 

Transport 

H 

2-3 

L 

ll-Mar-51 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-2 

L 

18-Mar-51 

L 

Waterford 

A 

3-4 

L 

25-Mar-51 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

26-Mar-51 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-4 

L 

l-Apr-51 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

D 

8-Apr-51 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-4 

L 

15-Apr-51 

1951-52 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

1-5 

L 

15-Aug-51 PCf 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-1 

W 

19-Aug-51 DC 

Transport 

H 

2-1 

W 

26-Aug-51 

S 

Cork Athletic 

H 

3-1 

W 

31-Aug-51 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

N 

0-0 

D 

2-Sep-51 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-3 

L 

5-Sep-51 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

N 

3-4 

L 

9-Sep-51 

S 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

3-0 

W 

16-Sep-51 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-0 

W 

19-Sep-51 

LS 

Transport 

A 

0-1 

L 

23-Sep-51 

S 

Waterford 

H 

5-0 

W 

29-Sep-51 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

D 

7-Oct-51 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

4-1 

W 

14-Oct-51 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

21-Oct-51 

S 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

28-Oct-51 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-5 

L 

4-NOV-51 

S 

Transport 

H 

4-3 

W 

18-NOV-51 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

2-2 

D 

25-NOV-51 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

2-Dec-51 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

2-1 

W 

9-Dec-51 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-5 

L 
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1951-52 Continued 


16-Dec-51 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-2 

L 

23-Dec-51 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

W 

29-Dec-51 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-3 

L 

6-Jan-52 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

13-Jan-52 

L 

Limerick 

H 

6-0 

W 

20-Jan-52 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-3 

L 

27-Jan-52 

L 

Transport 

A 

0-3 

L 

3-Feb-52 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

2-5 

L 

lO-Feb-52 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-4 

L 

17-Feb-52 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-2 

W 

24-Feb-52 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

1-3 

L 

2-Mar-52 

C 

AOH (Cork) 

A 

4-0 

W 

9-Mar-52 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-0 

W 

15-Mar-52 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-3 

L 

23-Mar-52 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

29-Mar-52 

Cs 

Waterford 

N 

2-2 

D 

2-Apr-52 

Cs 

Waterford 

N 

6-4 

W 

6-Apr-52 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-3 

D 

9-Apr-52 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

13-Apr-52 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-3 

L 

20-Apr-52 

Cf 

Cork Athletic 

N 

1-1 

D 

23-Apr-52 

Cf 

Cork Athletic 

N 

3-0 

W 

27-Apr-52 

L 

Transport 

H 

3-3 

D 

30-Apr-52 

1952-53 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Aug-52 PCf 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

1-1 

D 

17-Aug-52 DC 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Aug-52 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-3 

L 

27-Aug-52 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-5 

L 

30-Aug-52 

S 

Transport 

A 

1-4 

L 

7-Sep-52 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

14-Sep-52 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

5-2 

W 

17-Sep-52 PCf 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

0-5 

L 

21-Sep-52 

s 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

3-0 

W 

25-Sep-52 

LS 

Jacobs 

H 

5-1 

W 

28-Sep-52 

S 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

5-Oct-52 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-3 

L 

12-Oct-52 

S 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

19-Oct-52 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-3 

L 

26-Oct-52 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-0 

D 

2-NOV-52 

S 

Cork Athletic 

A 

3-2 

W 

9-NOV-52 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

0-4 

L 

16-NOV-52 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-2 

D 

23-NOV-52 

L 

Transport 

H 

5-2 

W 

30-NOV-52 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-2 

D 

7-Dec-52 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

5-1 

W 

14-Dec-52 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

0-5 

L 

21-Dec-52 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

28-Dec-52 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-2 

D 

4-Jan-53 

L 

Waterford 

A 

5-3 

W 

ll-Jan-53 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-1 

D 


1952-53 Continued 


17-jan-53 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

25-Jan-53 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

1-0 

W 

l-Feb-53 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-4 

L 

7-Feb-53 

L 

Transport 

A 

1-2 

L 

15-Feb-53 

C 

Waterford 

H 

3-3 

D 

19-Feb-53 

C 

Waterford 

A 

2-2 

•D 

22-Feb-53 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

26-Feb-53 

C 

Waterford 

A 

1-2 

L 

l-Mar-53 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

4-0 

W 

15-Mar-53 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-6 

L 

22-Mar-53 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-2 

L 

29-Mar-53 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-0 

W 

4-Apr-53 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-4 

L 

6-Apr-53 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

3-2 

W 

12-Apr-53 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

19-Apr-53 

1953-54 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

0-2 

L 

16-Aug-53 

DC 

Bohemians 

H 

3-2 

W 

23-Aug-53 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 

27-Aug-53 DC 

Shelbourne 

N 

2-2 

L(c) 

30-Aug-53 

S 

Cork Athletic 

H 

3-2 

W 

6-Sep-53 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-2 

L 

13-Sep-53 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

20-Sep-53 

S 

Waterford 

A 

3-3 

D 

27-Sep-53 

S 

Transport 

H 

1-2 

L 

4-Oct-53 

S 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

8-Oct-53 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-1 

L 

lO-Oct-53 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

18-Oct-53 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

25-Oct-53 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-3 

L 

l-Nov-53 

S 

Limerick 

H 

2-3 

L 

8-NOV-53 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-1 

W 

15-NOV-53 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

1-2 

L 

22-NOV-53 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-1 

D 

29-NOV-53 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

6-Dec-53 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-2 

D 

13-Dec-53 

L 

Transport 

A 

2-3 

L 

20-Dec-53 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

1-4 

L 

27-Dec-53 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-2 

W 

3-Jan-54 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-6 

L 

lO-Jan-54 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-3 

L 

17-Jan-54 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-5 

L 

24-Jan-54 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-1 

L 

31-Jan-54 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

1-2 

L 

7-Feb-54 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-3 

L 

14-Feb-54 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-2 

L 

21-Feb-54 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-2 

D 

28-Feb-54 

C 

Transport 

A 

1-1 

D 

4-Mar-54 

C 

Transport 

H 

0-2 

L 

7-Mar-54 

L 

Transport 

H 

3-0 

W 

14-Mar-54 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

2-2 

D 






1953-54 Continued 


28-Mar-54 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-3 

L 

31-Mar-54 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-4 

L 

7-Apr-54 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-4 

L 

ll-Apr-54 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-1 

W 

1954-55 

22-Aug-54 DC 

Bohemians 

H 

1-3 

L 

29-Aug-54 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-8 

L 

5-Sep-54 

S 

Limerick 

A 

3-3 

D 

12-Sep-54 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-2 

L 

18-Sep-54 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-5 

L 

26-Sep-54 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

3-3 

D 

29-Sep-54 

LS 

Jacobs 

N 

2-0 

W 

3-0ct-54 

S 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

1-3 

L 

lO-Oct-54 

S 

Transport 

A 

0-0 

D 

17-0ct-54 

S 

Waterford 

H 

1-2 

L 

23-0ct-54 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-5 

L 

27-0ct-54 

LS 

Longford Town 

N 

1-2 

L 

31-0ct-54 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-1 

L 

7-NOV-54 

S 

Cork Athletic 

A 

2-6 

L 

14-NOV-54 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

4-3 

W 

21-NOV-54 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-1 

W 

28-NOV-54 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 

5-Dec-54 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

ll-Dec-54 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

19-Dec-54 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

3-3 

D 

26-Dec-54 

L 

Transport 

H 

3-4 

L 

2-Jan-55 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-6 

L 

9-Jan-55 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-3 

L 

16-Jan-55 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

3-10 

L 

23-Jan-55 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

2-2 

D 

30-Jan-55 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

6-Feb-55 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-1 

W 

13-Feb-55 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-6 

L 

19-Feb-55 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-7 

L 

6-Mar-55 

C 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

D 

lO-Mar-55 

C 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-2 

L 

13-Mar-55 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

0-4 

L 

20-Mar-55 

L 

Transport 

A 

0-0 

D 

27-Mar-55 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

2-Apr-55 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

lO-Apr-55 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-3 

L 

17-Apr-55 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

6-2 

W 

24-Apr-55 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-2 

L 

1955-56 

21-Aug-55 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-2 

L(c) 

28-Aug-55 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

4-Sep-55 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

D 

ll-Sep-55 

S 

Cork Athletic 

H 

2-2 

D 

16-Sep-55 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

6-4 

W 

25-Sep-55 

S 

Limerick 

A 

0-0 

D 

l-Oct-55 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

0-2 

L 


1955-56 Continued 


5-Oct-55 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-Oct-55 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-3 

L 

16-Oct-55 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

23-Oct-55 

s 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

6-1 

W 

30-Oct-55 

s 

Waterford 

A 

2-4 

L 

6-NOV-55 

s 

Transport 

A 

3-1 

W 

13-NOV-55 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-3 

L 

20-NOV-55 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-2 

W 

27-NOV-55 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

0-5 

L 

4-Dec-55 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-4 

L 

ll-Dec-55 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-3 

D 

18-Dec-55 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

27-Dec-55 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-4 

L 

l-Jan-56 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

8-Jan-56 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

2-2 

D 

15-Jan-56 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-2 

W 

22-Jan-56 

L 

Transport 

H 

2-1 

W 

29-Jan-56 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-2 

W 

5-Feb-56 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

5-2 

W 

12-Feb-56 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

2-0 

W 

19-Feb-56 

C 

Workman's Club 

A 

1-3 

L 

26-Feb-56 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

4-Mar-56 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-2 

L 

lO-Mar-56 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

18-Mar-56 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-3 

D 

25-Mar-56 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

l-Apr-56 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

14-Apr-56 

L 

Transport 

A 

3-5 

L 

19-Apr-56 

1956-57 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-5 

L 

19-Aug-56 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

W(c) 

22-Aug-56 DC 

Transport 

N 

3-1 

W 

26-Aug-56 

S 

Cork Athletic 

H 

2-1 

W 

30-Aug-56 DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-3 

L 

2-Sep-56 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

9-Sep-56 

s 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

16-Sep-56 

s 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 

23-Sep-56 

s 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-4 

L 

29-Sep-56 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

W 

7-Oct-56 

s 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

3-3 

D 

14-Oct-56 

s 

Transport 

H 

1-0 

W 

21-Oct-56 

s 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

28-Oct-56 

s 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-3 

L 

2-NOV-56 

LS 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-5 

L 

4-NOV-56 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-3 

L 

ll-Nov-56 

L 

Cork Athletic 

A 

0-1 

L 

18-NOV-56 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-1 

L 

25-NOV-56 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-2 

W 

2-Dec-56 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-2 

D 

9-Dec-56 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

16-Dec-56 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

4-2 

W 
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1956-57 Continued 


23-Dec-56 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

1-2 

L 

30-Dec-56 

L 

Transport 

A 

2-2 

D 

6-Jan-57 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-0 

W 

13-Jan-57 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

20-Jan-57 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-2 

L 

27-Jan-57 

L 

Cork Athletic 

H 

1-1 

D 

3-Feb-57 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-3 

D 

lO-Feb-57 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-1 

L 

17-Feb-57 

C 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

21-Feb-57 

C 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

0-3 

L 

24-Feb-57 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-5 

L 

3-Mar-57 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

9-Mar-57 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

17-Mar-57 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

4-1 

W 

24-Mar-57 

L 

Transport 

H 

2-2 

D 

31-Mar-57 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

7-Apr-57 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

14-Apr-57 

1957-58 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-1 

D 

18-Aug-57 

DC 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

W 

21-Aug-57 

DC 

Transport 

N 

1-4 

L 

25-Aug-57 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

3-2 

W 

l-Sep-57 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-3 

D 

8-Sep-57 

S 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

W 

15-Sep-57 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-2 

L 

21-Sep-57 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-5 

L 

29-Sep-57 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

4-0 

W 

6-Oct-57 

S 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

0-4 

L 

13-Oct-57 

S 

Transport 

A 

1-1 

D 

16-Oct-57 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-3 

L 

20-0ct-57 

S 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

27-Oct-57 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

3-N0V-57 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-2 

D 

lO-Nov-57 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

8-2 

W 

I7-N0V-57 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-4 

L 

24-N0V-57 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-3 

L 

l-Dec-57 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-3 

L 

8-Dec-57 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

14-Dec-57 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

22-Dec-57 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

29-Dec-57 

L 

Transport 

H 

1-0 

W 

5-Jan-58 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

12-Jan-58 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-2 

L 

19-Jan-58 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-0 

W 

26-Jan-58 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

2-4 

L 

2-Feb-58 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

9-Feb-58 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-3 

L 

16-Feb-58 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-Feb-58 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-1 

L 

2-Mar-58 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-0 

W 

9-Mar-58 

C 

Limerick 

A 

0-0 

D 

13-Mar-58 

C 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

W 


1957-58 Continued 


16-Mar-58 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

2-4 

L 

23-Mar-58 

L 

Transport 

A 

1-1 

D 

30-Mar-58 

Cs 

Shelbourne 

N 

1-0 

W 

5-Apr-58 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-5 

L 

7-Apr-58 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-2 

W 

13-Apr-58 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-3 

D 

20-Apr-58 

Cf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-0 

W 

24-Apr-58 

1958-59 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-2 

L 

13-Aug-58 PCf 

Drumcondra 

N 

3-4 

L 

17-Aug-58 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

9-1 

W 

20-Aug-58 DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-5 

L 

24-Aug-58 

S 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

31-Aug-58 

S 

Waterford 

H 

2-0 

W 

7-Sep-58 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

6-2 

W 

14-Sep-58 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

w 

21-Sep-58 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

28-Sep-58 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-1 

w 

5-Oct-58 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-3 

L 

19-Oct-58 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-4 

L 

26-Oct-58 

S 

Limerick 

H 

0-1 

L 

29-Oct-58 

LS 

Home Farm 

H 

3-0 

W 

l-Nov-58 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-2 

L 

2-NOV-58 

S 

Transport 

A 

2-1 

W 

9-NOV-58 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

16-NOV-58 

L 

Waterford 

A 

3-4 

L 

23-NOV-58 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-1 

L 

30-NOV-58 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

3-Dec-58 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

4-2 

W 

7-Dec-58 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-3 

D 

14-Dec-58 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-3 

L 

20-Dec-58 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-4 

L 

26-Dec-58 LSf 

Drumcondra 

N 

2-5 

L 

27-Dec-58 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-6 

L 

4-Jan-59 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-1 

W 

ll-Jan-59 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-3 

L 

18-Jan-59 

L 

Transport 

H 

3-0 

W 

25-Jan-59 

L 

Evergreen Utd. 

A 

1-4 

L 

l-Feb-59 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-2 

L 

8-Feb-59 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

2-3 

L 

15-Feb-59 

C 

Albert Rovers 

H 

3-3 

D 

22-Feb-59 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

25-Feb-59 

C 

Albert Rovers 

A 

0-0 

D 

l-Mar-59 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-5 

L 

2-Mar-59 

C 

Albert Rovers 

N 

4-0 

W 

8-Mar-59 

C 

Waterford 

H 

1-2 

L 

22-Mar-59 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-1 

W 

29-Mar-59 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-2 

W 

30-Mar-59 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-3 

L 

5-Apr-59 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-1 

W 

lO-Apr-59 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-3 

L 

12-Apr-59 

L 

Transport 

A 

1-2 

L 







1959-60 

16-Aug-59 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-0 

W 

19-Aug-59 DC 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

W(c) 

23-Aug-59 

S 

Cork Celtic 

H 

0-0 

D 

30-Aug-59 

S 

Waterford 

A 

0-4 

L 

6-Sep-59 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-Sep-59 DC 

Shamrock Rovers N 

0-1 

L 

13-Sep-59 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

3-2 

W 

20-Sep-59 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-0 

D 

27-Sep-59 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

W 

4-0ct-59 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-0 

D 

ll-Oct-59 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-2 

L 

14-0ct-59 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-2 

L 

18-0ct-59 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-2 

L 

25-Oct-59 

S 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

l-Nov-59 

S 

Transport 

H 

8-3 

W 

8 -N 0 V -59 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

5-2 

W 

I 5 -N 0 V -59 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-2 

D 

22 -N 0 V -59 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

0-2 

L 

29 -N 0 V -59 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

6-1 

W 

6-Dec-59 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-0 

D 

13-Dec-59 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-0 

W 

20-Dec-59 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-2 

W 

27-Dec-59 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-2 

W 

3-Jan-60 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

5-6 

L 

lO-Jan-60 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-1 

L 

17-Jan-60 

L 

Transport 

A 

1-1 

D 

24-Jan-60 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

4-0 

W 

31-Jan-60 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-2 

L 

7-Feb-60 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

3-1 

W 

14-Feb-60 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

21-Feb-60 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-1 

W 

28-Feb-60 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-2 

L 

6-Mar-60 

C 

Transport 

H 

4-1 

W 

13-Mar-60 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-1 

W 

20-Mar-60 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-2 

L 

27-Mar-60 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-0 

W 

2-Apr-60 Cs 

Shelbourne 

N 

1-4 

L 

lO-Apr-60 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

16-Apr-60 

L 

Transport 

H 

3-0 

W 

21-Apr-60 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-2 

W 

1960-61 

14-Aug-60 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-2 

W 

17-Aug-60 

DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-4 

L 

21-Aug-60 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

3-2 

W 

28-Aug-60 

S 

Waterford 

H 

3-1 

W 

4-Sep-60 

S 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-4 

L 

ll-Sep-60 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

18-Sep-60 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-4 

L 

25-Sep-60 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-0 

W 

2-Oct-60 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

W 

9-Oct-60 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-1 

L 
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16-0ct-60 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-0 

W 

23-Oct-60 

S 

Limerick 

H 

0-2 

L 

26-Oct-60 

LS 

Chapelizod 

N 

1-1 

D 

30-0ct-60 

S 

Transport 

A 

1-0 

W 

31-0ct-60 

LS 

Chapelizod 

N 

2-0 

W 

6 -N 0 V- 6 O 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-0 

D 

I 3 -N 0 V- 6 O 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-4 

L 

2 O-N 0 V- 6 O 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-2 

D 

23 -N 0 V- 6 O 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

4-0 

W 

26-NOV-60 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

5-2 

W 

4-Dec-60 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

4-3 

W 

ll-Dec-60 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-1 

W 

18-Dec-60 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

4-2 

W 

26-Dec-60 LSf 

Drumcondra 

N 

1-0 

W 

27-Dec-60 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-2 

L 

l-Jan-61 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

5-2 

W 

8-Jan-61 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

W 

15-Jan-61 

L 

Transport 

H 

1-0 

w 

22-Jan-61 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

2-0 

w 

29-Jan-61 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-3 

L 

5-Feb-61 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-1 

W 

12-Feb-61 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

19-Feb-61 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-1 

L 

26-Feb-61 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-4 

L 

5-Mar-61 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-3 

L 

19-Mar-61 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

3-1 

W 

26-Mar-61 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. H 

1-2 

L 

2-Apr-61 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-3 

L 

9-Apr-61 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

17-Apr-61 

1961-62 

L 

Transport 

A 

1-2 

L 

13-Aug-61 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

5-0 

W 

17-Aug-61 DC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-1 

L(c) 

20-Aug-61 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

27-Aug-61 

S 

Waterford 

A 

1-2 

L 

3-Sep-61 

S 

Cork Celtic 

H 

4-0 

W 

lO-Sep-61 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

3-2 

W 

17-Sep-61 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

20-Sep-61 

LS 

Bohemians 

N 

2-2 

D 

24-Sep-61 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-4 

L 

l-Oct-61 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-2 

L 

7-Oct-61 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

15-Oct-61 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

18-Oct-61 

LS 

Bohemians 

N 

4-3 

W 

22-Oct-61 

S 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

W 

27-Oct-61 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

4-3 

w 

29-Oct-61 

S 

Transport 

H 

5-0 

w 

5 -N 0 V- 6 I 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

4-1 

w 

I 2 -N 0 V- 6 I 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-1 

w 

I 9 -N 0 V- 6 I 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-4 

L 

26-NOV-61 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-0 

W 
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29 -NOV -61 

LS 

Shelbourne 

N 

6-1 

W 

3-Dec-61 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

lO-Dec-61 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-4 

L 

17-Dec-61 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

24-Dec-61 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-1 

L 

26-Dec-61 LSf 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-1 

L 

7-Jan-62 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-2 

L 

14-Jan-62 

L 

Transport 

A 

2-1 

W 

21-Jan-62 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

2-2 

D 

28-Jan-62 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-2 

D 

4-Feb-62 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

1-2 

L 

7-Feb-62 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

5-2 

W 

ll-Feb-62 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

18-Feb-62 

C 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-3 

L 

25-Feb-62 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

4-Mar-62 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-1 

D 

ll-Mar-62 

L 

Transport 

H 

5-0 

W 

18-Mar-62 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

25-Mar-62 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

3-2 

W 

l-Apr-62 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-0 

W 

8-Apr-62 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-1 

D 

17-Apr-62 NS 

Glenavon 

N1 

2-3 

L 

24-Apr-62 NS 

Glenavon 

A2 

1-1 

D 
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19-Aug-62 CY 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-2 

W 

26-Aug-62 CY 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

30-Aug-62 CY 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

4-1 

W 

2-Sep-62 CY 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-5 

L 

5-Sep-62 CY 

Waterford 

N 

1-0 

W 

9-Sep-62 

S 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-1 

W 

12-Sep-62 Cyf 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-3 

L 

16-Sep-62 

S 

Waterford 

H 

2-7 

L 

23-Sep-62 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

D 

30-Sep-62 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

7-Oct-62 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

4-0 

W 

14-0ct-62 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-4 

L 

21-0ct-62 

S 

Limerick 

A 

2-3 

L 

28-0ct-62 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-1 

D 

4-NOV-62 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

3-1 

W 

ll-Nov-62 

DC 

Cork Hibernian 

A1 

1-2 

L 

14-NOV-62 

LS 

Workman's Club 

N 

5-1 

W 

18-NOV-62 

DC 

Cork Hibernian 

H2 

2-2 

D 

25-NOV-62 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-1 

W 

2-Dec-62 

L 

Waterford 

A 

3-2 

W 

9-Dec-62 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

5-2 

w 

16-Dec-62 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-2 

D 

20-Dec-62 

LS 

Shelbourne 

N 

2-2 

Lc 

23-Dec-62 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

6-Jan-63 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

W 

13-Jan-63 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-1 

L 

20-Jan-63 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

5-1 

W 
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27-Jan-63 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-2 

D 

3-Feb-63 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-2 

D 

lO-Feb-63 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-0 

D 

17-Feb-63 

C 

Waterford 

H 

2-0 

W 

24-Feb-63 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

4-1 

W 

3-Mar-63 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

lO-Mar-63 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-2 

L 

17-Mar-63 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-3 

L 

24-Mar-63 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

W 

27-Mar-63 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

31-Mar-63 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

2-0 

W 

4-Apr-63 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

28-Apr-63 

1963-64 

T4 

Drumcondra 

N 

0-1 

L 

13-Aug-63 PCf 

Shelbourne 

N 

4-3 

W 

18-Aug-63 DC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

4-3 

W 

25-Aug-63 

S 

Cork Celtic 

H 

1-1 

D 

28-Aug-63 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

l-Sep-63 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-0 

W 

4-Sep-63 DC 

Drumcondra 

N 

1-2 

L 

8-Sep-63 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-1 

W 

ll-Sep-63 Ecd 

FC Zurich 

HI 

0-3 

L 

15-Sep-63 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

3-1 

W 

22-Sep-63 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

6-2 

W 

25-Sep-63 

EC 

FC Zurich 

A2 

2-1 

W 

29-Sep-63 

S 

Waterford 

A 

2-1 

W 

6-Oct-63 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-2 

L 

ll-Oct-63 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-2 

L 

20-Oct-63 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-2 

L 

27-Oct-63 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-1 

W 

29-Oct-63 

LS 

Jacobs 

N 

5-0 

W 

3-NOV-63 

S 

Limerick 

A 

2-1 

W 

lO-Nov-63 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

3-0 

W 

17-NOV-63 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

24-NOV-63 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

6-1 

W 

28-NOV-63 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-5 

L 

l-Dec-63 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-2 

W 

6-Dec-63 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

15-Dec-63 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

22-Dec-63 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-1 

D 

29-Dec-63 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-0 

W 

5-Jan-64 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

12-Jan-64 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-1 

L 

19-Jan-64 

L 

Limerick 

H 

4-2 

W 

26-Jan-64 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-1 

W 

2-Feb-64 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-3 

L 

9-Feb-64 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

6-2 

W 

16-Feb-64 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-7 

L 

23-Feb-64 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 

L 

l-Mar-64 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

15-Mar-64 

L 

Waterford 

A 

3-2 

W 
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22-Mar-64 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

4-2 

W 

29-Mar-64 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-0 

W 

9-Apr-64 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

12-Apr-64 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-0 

D 

19-Apr-64 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

5-May-64 

T4 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

3-2 

W 

8-May-64 T4f 

Limerick 

N 

0-0 

D 

14-May-64 T4f 

Limerick 

N 

2-0 

W 
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16-Aug-64 PC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

20-Aug-64 PC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

w 

23-Aug-64 

S 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-2 

D 

27-Aug-64 DC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-3 

L 

30-Aug-64 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

6-Sep-64 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-0 

W 

13-Sep-64 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

4-0 

W 

20-Sep-64 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

W 

27-Sep-64 

S 

Waterford 

H 

2-1 

W 

4-0ct-64 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

7-0ct-64 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-1 

D 

ll-Oct-64 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-5 

L 

18-0ct-64 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

25-0ct-64 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

W 

l-Nov-64 

S 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

4-N0V-64 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

4-2 

W 

8-NOV-64 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

1-0 

W 

12-NOV-64 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

N 

4-1 

W 

15-NOV-64 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

22-NOV-64 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-3 

L 

29-NOV-64 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-1 

D 

2-Dec-64 

LS 

Drumcondra 

N 

2-1 

W 

6-Dec-64 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-3 

D 

13-Dec-64 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-3 

L 

20-Dec-64 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-2 

L 

26-Dec-64 LSf 

Home Farm 

N 

1-2 

L 

27-Dec-64 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-3 

L 

3-Jan-65 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-5 

L 

lO-Jan-65 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

17-Jan-65 

L 

Limerick 

A 

4-1 

W 

24-Jan-65 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

4-1 

W 

31-Jan-65 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-2 

L 

7-Feb-65 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

14-Feb-65 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-0 

W 

21-Feb-65 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-1 

L 

24-Feb-65 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-1 

L 

7-Mar-65 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

14-Mar-65 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-0 

W 

21-Mar-65 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

3-3 

D 

26-Mar-65 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-2 

L 

5-Apr-65 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-2 

L 

ll-Apr-65 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 
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18-Apr-65 L Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Apr-65 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

1965-66 

15-Aug-65 PC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

22-Aug-65 

S 

Cork Celtic 

H 

4-2 

W 

26-Aug-65 DC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-1 

W 

29-Aug-65 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

5-Sep-65 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

8-Sep-65 DC 

Shelbourne 

N 

4-0 

W 

12-Sep-65 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-4 

L 

19-Sep-65 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

26-Sep-65 

S 

Waterford 

A 

2-1 

W 

29-Sep-65 DCf 

Cork Hibernian 

N 

2-3 

L 

3-Oct-65 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

3-0 

W 

lO-Oct-65 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-3 

L 

17-Oct-65 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-2 

L 

24-Oct-65 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

31-Oct-65 

S 

Limerick 

A 

1-1 

D 

3-NOV-65 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

0-2 

L 

7-NOV-65 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-1 

D 

14-NOV-65 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

21-NOV-65 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-0 

W 

28-NOV-65 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

5-Dec-65 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-3 

L 

12-Dec-65 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-1 

L 

26-Dec-65 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-2 

L 

2-Jan-66 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

9-Jan-66 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 

16-Jan-66 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-2 

L 

23-Jan-66 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

4-1 

W 

30-Jan-66 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

6 -Feb-66 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

4-0 

W 

13-Feb-66 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-1 

D 

20-Feb-66 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

4-4 

D 

23-Feb-66 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-1 

W 

27-Feb-66 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

5-Mar-66 

C 

Limerick 

A 

0-3 

L 

13-Mar-66 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-3 

L 

20-Mar-66 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

3-6 

L 

27-Mar-66 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-1 

W 

3-Apr-66 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-3 

L 

lO-Apr-66 

L 

Sligo Rovers Hm 

2-0 

W 

17-Apr-66 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

20-Apr-66 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

1966-67 

21-Aug-66 

S 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-1 

D 

23-Aug-66 DC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

28-Aug-66 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

4-0 

W 

4-Sep-66 

s 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

4-1 

w 

ll-Sep-66 

s 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

w 

14-Sep-66 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-1 

w 
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18-Sep-66 S Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

25-Sep-66 

S 

Waterford 

H 

1-0 

W 

2 -Oct -66 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

5-1 

W 

5-Oct-66 

DC 

Waterford 

N 

3-1 

W 

9-Oct-66 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

6-2 

W 

16-Oct-66 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

W 

23-0ct-66 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-1 

L 

26-0ct-66 DCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-2 

L 

30-Oct-66 

S 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

2 -N 0 V -66 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

N 

3-1 

W 

6 -N 0 V -66 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

5-0 

W 

I 3 -N 0 V -66 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-1 

W 

2 O-N 0 V -66 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-0 

W 

27 -N 0 V -66 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

3-1 

W 

4-Dec-66 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-0 

w 

ll-Dec-66 

L 

Waterford 

A 

4-2 

w 

13-Dec-66 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

D 

15-Dec-66 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

5-2 

W 

18-Dec-66 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

0-0 

D 

26-Dec-66 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-1 

W 

27-Dec-66 LSf 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

l-Jan-67 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

8-Jan-67 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-2 

L 

15-Jan-67 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-2 

W 

22-Jan-67 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

4-1 

W 

29-Jan-67 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

6-0 

W 

5-Feb-67 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

3-1 

W 

12-Feb-67 

C 

Tramore Ath 

H 

6-1 

W 

19-Feb-67 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-2 

D 

26-Feb-67 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-3 

L 

5-Mar-67 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-1 

D 

8-Mar-67 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-0 

W 

12-Mar-67 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

19-Mar-67 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-0 

D 

26-Mar-67 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-0 

W 

l-Apr-67 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-1 

D 

5-Apr-67 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-3 

L 

9-Apr-67 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D(b) 

14-Apr-67 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

W 

16-Apr-67 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

W 

30-Apr-67 

T4 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-1 

W 

7-May-67 

T4 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

12-May-67 T4f 

Bohemians 

N 

2-1 

W 

1967-68 

20-Aug-67 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

23-Aug-67 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

27-Aug-67 

S 

Waterford 

A 

7-4 

W 

30-Aug-67 DC 

Shelbourne 

A 

6-1 

W 

3-Sep-67 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

7-Sep-67 DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

4-1 

W 

lO-Sep-67 

S 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-3 

L 


1967-68 Continued 




17-Sep-67 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-0 

W 

20-Sep-67 EC 

Vasas B'pest 

HI 

0-1 

L 

24-Sep-67 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

l-Oct-67 

S 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

8-Oct-67 

S 

Limerick 

A 

0-1 

L 

ll-Oct-67 

EC 

Vasas B'pest 

A2 

1-8 

L 

15-Oct-67 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-0 

W 

22-Oct-67 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

5-1 

W 

29-Oct-67 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-0 

W 

l-Nov-67 

LS 

Drumcondra 

H 

0-1 

L 

5-NOV-67 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-NOV-67 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-2 

L 

15-NOV-67 DCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-2 

D 

19-NOV-67 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-NOV-67 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

1-3 

L 

3-Dec-67 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-0 

W 

lO-Dec-67 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-2 

W 

17-Dec-67 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

5-1 

W 

20-Dec-67 

L 

Limerick 

H 

5-1 

W 

31-Dec-67 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

4-0 

W 

7-Jan-68 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-0 

W 

14-Jan-68 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

21-Jan-68 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Jan-68 DCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-0 

D 

28-Jan-68 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-0 

W 

31-Jan-68 DCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-0 

W 

4-Feb-68 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-0 

W 

ll-Feb-68 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

15-Feb-68 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

18-Feb-68 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-3 

L 

25-Feb-68 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-0 

W 

3-Mar-68 

C 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

lO-Mar-68 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-1 

L 

17-Mar-68 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

4-1 

W 

24-Mar-68 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-2 

W 

30-Mar-68 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-3 

L 

7-Apr-68 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-Apr-68 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-0 

D 

14-Apr-68 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

28-Apr-68 

T4 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-2 

L(c) 

2-May-68 BC 

Derry City 

H 

1-0 

W 

9-May-68 BC 

Crusaders 

A 

0-1 

L 

1968-69 






ll-Aug-68 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

2-3 

L 

18-Aug-68 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-4 

L 

22-Aug-68 DC 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

25-Aug-68 

S 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

l-Sep-68 

s 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

4-1 

W 

8-Sep-68 

s 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-0 

w 

ll-Sep-68 FR 

DOS Utrecht 

A1 

1-1 

D 

15-Sep-68 

s 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-1 

L 







1968-69 Continued 




22-Sep-68 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

5-0 

W 

27-Sep-68 

S 

Bohemians 

A 

4-0 

W 

l-Oct-68 

FR 

DOS Utrecht 

H2 

2-1 

W 

6-0ct-68 

S 

Limerick 

H 

7-4 

W 

9-0ct-68 DC 

Drumcondra 

A 

1-1 

W( 

13-0ct-68 

S 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

7-5 

W 

20-Oct-68 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

4-1 

W 

25-Oct-68 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

30-Oct-68 

FR 

Glasgow Rngs 

A1 

1-6 

L 

3-NOV-68 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-5 

L 

lO-Nov-68 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

13-NOV-68 

FR 

Glasgow Rngs 

H2 

0-3 

L 

17-NOV-68 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-2 

W 

2 O-N 0 V -68 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

2-3 

L 

24 -N 0 V -68 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

3-3 

D 

l-Dec-68 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

3-1 

W 

8-Dec-68 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-1 

W 

15-Dec-68 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

6-0 

W 

22-Dec-68 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-0 

W 

29-Dec-68 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

5-Jan-69 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

2-1 

W 

12-Jan-69 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

4-0 

W 

19-Jan-69 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Jan-69 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-3 

L 

2-Feb-69 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

5-1 

W 

9-Feb-69 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-3 

L 

16-Feb-69 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

3-0 

W 

23-Feb-69 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

5-0 

W 

9-Mar-69 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

16-Mar-69 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

17-Mar-69 DCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

5-2 

W 

23-Mar-69 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

29-Mar-69 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

, A 

3-0 

w 

6-Apr-69 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

0-2 

L 

13-Apr-69 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-2 

D 

25-Apr-69 T4 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-2 

L 

1969-70 






3-Aug-69 PC 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-0 

W 

7-Aug-69 PC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

3-4 

L 

17-Aug-69 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

24-Aug-69 DC 

Limerick 

H 

1-2 

L 

31-Aug-69 

S 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-0 

W 

7-Sep-69 

s 

Bohemians 

H 

1-2 

L 

14-Sep-69 

s 

Finn Harps 

A 

3-3 

D 

16-Sep-69 

FR 

Liverpool 

A1 

0-10 

L 

19-Sep-69 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

26-Sep-69 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

30-Sep-69 FR 

Liverpool 

H2 

0-4 

L 

5-Oct-69 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-1 

W 

12-Oct-69 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

19-0ct-69 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-1 

W 


1969-70 Continued 


26-Oct-69 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-1 

W 

29-Oct-69 

LS 

Drumcondra 

A 

2-0 

W 

2-NOV-69 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-0 

W 

5-NOV-69 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-1 

L 

9-NOV-69 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-0 

W 

16-NOV-69 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

21-NOV-69 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

27-NOV-69 

LS 

Athlone Town 

N 

1-2 

L 

30-NOV-69 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-1 

D 

7-Dec-69 

L 

Waterford 

H 

6-1 

W 

14-Dec-69 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

2-6 

L 

21-Dec-69 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-4 

L 

28-Dec-69 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

5-1 

W 

4-Jan-70 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-1 

W 

ll-Jan-70 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-3 

L 

18-Jan-70 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-3 

L 

25-Jan-70 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-2 

L 

8-Feb-70 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 

ll-Feb-70 

C 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-1 

D 

15-Feb-70 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

1-2 

L 

22-Feb-70 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

25-Feb-70 

C 

Finn Harps 

H 

4-0 

W 

l-Mar-70 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

8-Mar-70 

C 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-0 

D 

12-Mar-70 

C 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-0 

W 

15-Mar-70 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

D 

22-Mar-70 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-0 

D 

28-Mar-70 

C 

Bohemians 

N 

0-1 

L 

5-Apr-70 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-0 

D 

8-Apr-70 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

2-0 

W 

12-Apr-70 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

27-Apr-70 BC 

Coleraine 

A 

0-2 

L 

1970-71 

6-Aug-70 PC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-3 

L 

16-Aug-70 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-0 

D 

23-Aug-70 DC 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

W 

30-Aug-70 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-1 

D 

6-Sep-70 

s 

Bohemians 

A 

1-4 

L 

13-Sep-70 

s 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-1 

D 

20-Sep-70 

s 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

27-Sep-70 

s 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

4-Oct-70 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

3-0 

W 

ll-Oct-70 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

18-0ct-70 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

25-Oct-70 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-0 

W 

29-Oct-70 

LS 

Athlone Town 

N 

2-0 

W 

l-Nov-70 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-5 

L 

8-NOV-70 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

0-2 

L 

ll-Nov-70 

LS 

Bohemians 

N 

5-0 

W 

15-NOV-70 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-3 

D 

22 -N 0 V- 7 O 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 





1970-71 Continued 


29-NOV-70 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

D 

6-Dec-70 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-2 

D 

13-Dec-70 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

3-0 

W 

20-Dec-70 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Dec-70 LSf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

5-2 

W 

27-Dec-70 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-0 

W 

3-Jan-71 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-1 

D 

lO-Jan-71 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

4-2 

W 

17-Jan-71 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

24-Jan-71 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-0 

D 

27-Jan-71 

DC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

31-Jan-71 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-1 

W 

7-Feb-71 

C 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

14-Feb-71 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

0-2 

L 

21-Feb-71 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

28-Feb-71 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-0 

D 

7-Mar-71 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-1 

D 

14-Mar-71 

DC 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

21-Mar-71 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-2 

D 

28-Mar-71 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

0-1 

L 

4-Apr-71 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

0-3 

L 

ll-Apr-71 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-2 

D 

9-May-71 DCf 
1971-72 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

3-5 

L 

3-Aug-71 

PC 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-2 

Lc 

15-Aug-71 

DC 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-1 

W 

22-Aug-71 

S 

Finn Harps 

H 

3-1 

W 

29-Aug-71 

S 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-0 

W 

5-Sep-71 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-0 

W 

12-Sep-71 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-0 

W 

19-Sep-71 

S 

Drumcondra 

H 

2-0 

W 

26-Sep-71 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

3-Oct-71 

L 

Drumcondra 

A 

0-2 

L 

lO-Oct-71 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-3 

L 

13-Oct-71 

S 

Bohemians 

N 

1-0 

W 

17-Oct-71 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

21-Oct-71 

DC 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Oct-71 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-Oct-71 

Sf 

Drogheda Utd. 

N 

5-0 

W 

31-Oct-71 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-1 

W 

7 -N 0 V- 7 I 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

4-1 

W 

14-NOV-71 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-3 

L 

2 I-N 0 V- 7 I 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

25-NOV-71 

LS 

Transport 

H 

4-1 

W 

28-NOV-71 

L 

Limerick 

H 

5-2 

W 

5-Dec-71 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-3 

L 

12-Dec-71 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

3-2 

W 

15-Dec-71 

LS 

Bohemians 

N 

0-0 

D 

19-Dec-71 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-4 

L 

22-Dec-71 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-0 

D 

2-Jan-72 

L 

Drumcondra 

H 

1-0 

W 


1971-72 Continued 


9-Jan-72 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

12-Jan-72 

LS 

Bohemians 

N 

1-2 

L 

23-Jan-72 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

4-4 

D 

30-Jan-72 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-1 

W 

6-Feb-72 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

2-4 

L 

13-Feb-72 

C 

Longford Town 

A 

3-0 

W 

20-Feb-72 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

27-Feb-72 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

w 

l-Mar-72 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

5-Mar-72 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

12-Mar-72 

C 

Limerick 

A 

0-0 

D 

17-Mar-72 

C 

Limerick 

H 

1-1 

D 

19-Mar-72 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

22-Mar-72 

C 

Limerick 

N 

2-1 

W 

26-Mar-72 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-4 

L 

2-Apr-72 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

0-4 

L 

9-Apr-72 

Cs 

Waterford 

N 

2-4 

L 

13-Apr-72 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-2 

L 

16-Apr-72 

1972-73 

DC 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-2 

L 

6-Aug-72 

PC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-1 

W 

lO-Aug-72 

PC 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

13-Aug-72 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-3 

L 

20-Aug-72 

DC 

Cork Celtic 

A 

0-2 

L 

27-Aug-72 

S 

Finn Harps 

A 

0-1 

L 

3-Sep-72 

S 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

lO-Sep-72 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

17-Sep-72 

S 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

22-Sep-72 

S 

Home Farm 

A 

1-1 

D 

l-Oct-72 

S 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

8-Oct-72 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

0-1 

L 

15-Oct-72 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

22-Oct-72 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

29-Oct-72 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-1 

L 

5 -N 0 V -72 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-1 

L 

9 -N 0 V -72 

LS 

Athlone Town 

N 

3-1 

W 

I 2 -N 0 V -72 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

0-3 

L 

19-NOV-72 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-NOV-72 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-2 

L 

26-NOV-72 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-3 

L 

3-Dec-72 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-2 

L 

lO-Dec-72 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-4 

L 

17-Dec-72 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-1 

D 

24-Dec-72 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

0-4 

L 

30-Dec-72 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-1 

D 

7-Jan-73 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

3-0 

W 

14-Jan-73 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-2 

D 

19-Jan-73 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

28-Jan-73 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-2 

L 

4-Feb-73 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

ll-Feb-73 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-0 

W 


466 
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18-Feb-73 C Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

22-Feb-73 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

26-Feb-73 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-3 

L 

4-Mar-73 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-1 

L 

ll-Mar-73 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-2 

L 

18-Mar-73 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

25-Mar-73 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-5 

L 

4-Apr-73 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-6 

L 

8-Apr-73 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

0-2 

L 

12-Apr-73 

S 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

15-Apr-73 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-1 

D 

1973-74 

26-Aug-73 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

3-1 

W 

2-Sep-73 LC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-4 

L 

9-Sep-73 

LC 

Waterford 

H 

1-0 

W 

13-Sep-73 

LS 

Aer Lingus 

H 

2-1 

W 

16-Sep-73 

LC 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-1 

W 

20-Sep-73 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

4-0 

W 

30-Sep-73 

LC 

Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

W 

7-Oct-73 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-0 

W 

ll-Oct-73 

LC 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-6 

L 

14-0ct-73 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

21-Oct-73 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-4 

L 

28-Oct-73 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

30-Oct-73 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-0 

W 

l-Nov-73 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

4-NOV-73 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

0-1 

L 

ll-Nov-73 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-1 

D 

17-NOV-73 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

25-NOV-73 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

0-1 

L 

2-Dec-73 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

9-Dec-73 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-3 

L 

16-Dec-73 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-3 

L 

23-Dec-73 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-2 

L 

26-Dec-73 LSf 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

6-Jan-74 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Jan-74 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-0 

W 

20-Jan-74 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

27-Jan-74 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-3 

L 

31-Jan-74 

C 

CIE 

H 

5-1 

W 

3-Feb-74 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

1-1 

D 

lO-Feb-74 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-0 

W 

17-Feb-74 

C 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

21-Feb-74 

C 

Bohemians 

H 

0-4 

L 

24-Feb-74 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

2-Mar-74 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

2-1 

W 

17-Mar-74 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-2 

W 

21-Mar-74 LSf 

Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

24-Mar-74 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-0 

W 

30-Mar-74 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

7-Apr-74 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

2-3 

L 

14-Apr-74 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

4-3 

W 


1974-75 


l-Sep-74 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

5-Sep-74 

LC 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-1 

D 

8-Sep-74 

LC 

Bohemians 

A 

1-3 

L 

12-Sep-74 

LC 

Finn Harps 

H 

3-3 

D 

15-Sep-74 

LC 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

5-2 

W 

19-Sep-74 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-4 

L 

21-Sep-74 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-2 

L 

29-Sep-74 

LC 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

6-Oct-74 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-0 

D 

13-Oct-74 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

20-Oct-74 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-3 

L 

27-Oct-74 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-3 

L 

3-NOV-74 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

3-2 

W 

lO-Nov-74 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

2-2 

D 

17-NOV-74 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

24-NOV-74 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

2-0 

W 

l-Dec-74 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-2 

D 

8-Dec-74 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

15-Dec-74 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

22-Dec-74 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-0 

W 

29-Dec-74 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-2 

D 

5-Jan-75 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-2 

L 

12-Jan-75 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-2 

W 

19-Jan-75 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

26-Jan-75 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-0 

w 

2-Feb-75 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-3 

L 

9-Feb-75 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-2 

L 

16-Feb-75 

C 

Home Farm 

A 

0-1 

L 

23-Feb-75 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-3 

L 

2-Mar-75 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

4-1 

W 

9-Mar-75 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

16-Mar-75 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

23-Mar-75 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

30-Mar-75 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

31-Mar-75 

1975-76 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-4 

L 

14-Sep-75 

LC 

Shelbourne 

A1 

3-0 

W 

21-Sep-75 

LC 

Shelbourne 1 

H2 

3-1 

W 

25-Sep-75 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-2 

L 

28-Sep-75 

LC 

Waterford 

A 

0-2 

L 

5-Oct-75 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-0 

W 

12-Oct-75 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-2 

D 

19-Oct-75 

L 

Limerick 

A 

4-1 

W 

26-Oct-75 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-2 

D 

2-NOV-75 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-NOV-75 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-1 

D 

16-NOV-75 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

23-NOV-75 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

4-1 

W 

7-Dec-75 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-1 

W 

14-Dec-75 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

5-2 

W 

21-Dec-75 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

A 

1-1 

D 

28-Dec-75 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-2 

W 
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1975-76 Continued 


30-Dec-75 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-0 

w 

ll-Jan-76 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

0-0 

D 

12-Jan-76 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

3-0 

W 

18-Jan-76 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

25-Jan-76 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-2 

D 

l-Feb-76 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

3-2 

W 

8-Feb-76 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

2-0 

W 

15-Feb-76 

C 

Cork Celtic 

A 

0-3 

L 

22-Feb-76 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-2 

D 

29-Feb-76 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

14-Mar-76 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-1 

D 

21-Mar-76 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

4-1 

W 

28-Mar-76 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-0 

W 

4-Apr-76 

L 

Cork Hibernian 

H 

1-0 

W 

ll-Apr-76 

1976-77 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

27-Aug-76 PCf 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

5-Sep-76 

LC 

Shelbourne 

A 

5-0 

W 

12-Sep-76 

LC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-2 

L 

15-Sep-76 EC 

PSV Eindhoven 

HI 

1-1 

D 

19-Sep-76 

LC 

Home Farm 

A 

4-0 

W 

23-Sep-76 PCf 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

29-Sep-76 

EC 

PSV Eindhoven 

A2 

0-6 

L 

3-Oct-76 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-4 

L 

lO-Oct-76 

L 

Albert Rovers 

H 

0-2 

L 

17-Oct-76 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-1 

W 

24-0ct-76 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

31-Oct-76 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-1 

W 

7-NOV-76 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-3 

L 

14-NOV-76 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-3 

L 

21-NOV-76 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-2 

L 

28-NOV-76 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

3-1 

W 

5-Dec-76 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-Dec-76 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Dec-76 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-3 

L 

26-Dec-76 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

4-3 

W 

2-Jan-77 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

9-Jan-77 

L 

Albert Rovers 

A 

0-0 

D 

16-Jan-77 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-3 

L 

23-Jan-77 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-2 

D 

30-Jan-77 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-2 

L 

6-Feb-77 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Feb-77 

C 

Pegasus 

H 

2-1 

W 

20-Feb-77 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

3-1 

W 

27-Feb-77 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

2-0 

W 

6-Mar-77 

C 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-0 

W 

13-Mar-77 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

1-0 

W 

20-Mar-77 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-0 

W 

27-Mar-77 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

l-Apr-77 

Cs 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

1-1 

D 

6-Apr-77 

Cs 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

1-0 

W 


1976-77 Continued 
lO-Apr-77 L Athlone Town 

A 

3-1 

W 

17-Apr-77 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

6-3 

W 

22-Apr-77 LSf 

Bohemians 

N 

1-0 

W 

l-May-77 

Cf 

Limerick 

N 

2-0 

W 

1977-78 
21-Aug-77 PCf 

Bohemians 

H 

1-2 

L 

28-Aug-77 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-1 

L 

4-Sep-77 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

8-Sep-77 

LS 

Belgrove 

H 

2-0 

W 

ll-Sep-77 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-2 

L 

14-Sep-77 CW 

Hadjuk Split 

HI 

1-0 

W 

18-Sep-77 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

22-Sep-77 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-Sep-77 CW 

Hadjuk Split 

A2 

0-4 

L 

2-Oct-77 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

W 

6-Oct-77 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-0 

W 

9-Oct-77 

L 

Cork Alberts 

H 

1-3 

L 

16-Oct-77 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

23-Oct-77 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-2 

D 

30-Oct-77 

L 

Thurles Town 

A 

6-2 

W 

6-NOV-77 

L 

Galway R 

H 

2-0 

W 

13-NOV-77 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-1 

D 

20-NOV-77 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

0-4 

L 

27-NOV-77 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

0-0 

D 

l-Dec-77 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-0 

W 

4-Dec-77 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-0 

W 

1l-Dec-77 

LC 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

18-Dec-77 

LC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-0 

W 

26-Dec-77 

LC 

Home Farm 

H 

1-0 

W 

29-Dec-77 LSf 

Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

l-Jan-78 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-2 

L 

8-Jan-78 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

12-Jan-78 

LC 

Sligo Rovers 

HI 

2-1 

W 

15-Jan-78 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-1 

L 

18-Jan-78 

LC 

Sligo Rovers 

A2 

1-2 

L(pw) 

22-Jan-78 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

6-2 

W 

29-Jan-78 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-1 

W 

5-Feb-78 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-1 

L 

12-Feb-78 

L 

Cork Alberts 

A 

0-3 

L 

26-Feb-78 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

l-Mar-78 

C 

Cork Celtic 

A 

3-1 

W 

5-Mar-78 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-7 

L 

15-Mar-78 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

19-Mar-78 

L 

Thurles Town 

H 

3-0 

W 

22-Mar-78 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-1 

L 

26-Mar-78 

L 

Galway R 

A 

1-1 

D 

2-Apr-78 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

0-0 

D 

6-Apr-78 

LC 

Cork Alberts 

HI 

2-2 

D 

9-Apr-78 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

2-4 

L 

12-Apr-78 

LC 

Cork Alberts 

A2 

2-2 

D(pw) 

16-Apr-78 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-3 

L 

23-Apr-78 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-2 

L 





1978-79 


3-Sep-78 LC 

Home Farm 

H 

2-4 

L 

lO-Sep-78 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

14-Sep-78 

LS 

Aer Lingus 

H 

0-1 

L 

17-Sep-78 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

24-Sep-78 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-2 

D 

l-Oct-78 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-0 

W 

8-0ct-78 

L 

St. Patrick’s Ath. 

A 

2-2 

D 

15-Oct-78 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

22-Oct-78 

L 

Cork Alberts 

A 

1-1 

D 

29-Oct-78 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

5-NOV-78 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

12-NOV-78 

L 

Thurles Town 

H 

4-1 

W 

19-NOV-78 

L 

Galway R 

A 

2-2 

D 

26-NOV-78 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

W 

3-Dec-78 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-2 

L 

lO-Dec-78 

L 

Cork Celtic 

H 

2-0 

W 

17-Dec-78 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-1 

L 

24-Dec-78 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

3-2 

W 

27-Dec-78 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

W 

7-Jan-79 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-0 

W 

14-Jan-79 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

5-1 

W 

21-Jan-79 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-1 

W 

25-Jan-79 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

3-0 

W 

28-Jan-79 

L 

Cork Alberts 

H 

3-0 

w 

4-Feb-79 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-1 

L 

ll-Feb-79 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

W 

18-Feb-79 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

25-Feb-79 

L 

Thurles Town 

A 

3-1 

W 

4-Mar-79 

L 

Galway R 

H 

2-1 

W 

ll-Mar-79 

C 

Finn Harps 

H 

2-0 

W 

18-Mar-79 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-0 

W 

25-Mar-79 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-1 

D 

1-Apr-79 Cs 

Cork Alberts 

N 

2-1 

w 

7-Apr-79 

L 

Cork Celtic 

A 

3-0 

w 

lO-Apr-79 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-3 

L 

22-Apr-79 

Cf 

Waterford 

N 

2-0 

w 

1979-80 






2-Aug-79 TC 

Glenavon 

H 

1-0 

w 

7-Aug-79 TC 

Glentoran 

A 

2-1 

w 

lO-Aug-79 TC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

26-Aug-79 LC 

Home Farm 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-Aug-79 EC 

Linfield 

HI 

1-1 

D 

2-Sep-79 LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-2 

L 

5-Sep-79 EC 

Linfield 

A2 

2-0 

W 

9-Sep-79 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-0 

W 

13-Sep-79 PCf 

Bohemians 

H 

2-1 

W 

16-Sep-79 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-0 

W 

19-Sep-79 EC 

Hibs (Malta) 

HI 

2-0 

W 

23-Sep-79 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

26-Sep-79 EC 

Hibs (Malta) 

A2 

0-1 

L 

4-0ct-79 

LS 

Dunleary Celtic 

H 

1-2 

L 


1979-80 Continued 


7-Oct-79 

L 

Galway R 

H 

7-2 

W 

14-Oct-79 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-0 

W 

21-Oct-79 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

0-1 

L 

24-Oct-79 

EC 

Glasgow Celtic 

A1 

2-3 

L 

28-Oct-79 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-0 

W 

4-NOV-79 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-0 

D 

7-NOV-79 

EC 

Glasgow Celtic 

H2 

0-0 

D 

ll-Nov-79 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

18-NOV-79 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-2 

L 

25-NOV-79 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

2-Dec-79 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-1 

D 

9-Dec-79 

L 

UCD 

H 

6-0 

W 

16-Dec-79 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

W 

23-Dec-79 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

4-0 

W 

30-Dec-79 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

6-Jan-80 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

13-Jan-80 

L 

Thurles Town 

H 

2-0 

W 

20-Jan-80 

L 

Galway R 

A 

2-0 

W 

22-Jan-80 

L 

Thurles Town 

A 

2-0 

W 

27-Jan-80 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

9-0 

W 

3-Feb-80 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

0-0 

D 

lO-Feb-80 

C 

Finn Harps 

H 

3-1 

W 

17-Feb-80 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-0 

w 

24-Feb-80 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-2 

L 

2-Mar-80 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

9-Mar-80 

C 

Limerick 

H 

0-1 

L 

16-Mar-80 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-Mar-80 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-0 

W 

30-Mar-80 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

0-0 

D 

5-Apr-80 

L 

UCD 

A 

3-0 

W 

13-Apr-80 

1980-81 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-2 

W 

25-Jul-80 

TC 

Crusaders 

H 

0-1 

L 

20-Aug-80 PCf 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-1 

D 

24-Aug-80 LC 

Home Farm 

H 

2-0 

W 

28-Aug-80 PCf 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-0 

W 

31-Aug-80 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-0 

W 

4-Sep-80 

LS 

Glebe North 

H 

4-0 

W 

7-Sep-80 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

1-1 

D 

ll-Sep-80 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

5-2 

W 

17-Sep-80 

UF 

FC Porto 

A1 

0-1 

L 

21-Sep-80 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

25-Sep-80 

LS 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-Sep-80 

L 

Thurles Town 

H 

6-1 

W 

l-Oct-80 

UF 

FC Porto 

H2 

0-0 

D 

5-Oct-80 

L 

Galway R 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-0ct-80 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-0ct-80 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

2-1 

W 

26-Oct-80 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-1 

W 

29-Oct-80 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

5-0 

W 

2-NOV-80 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-1 

W 




1980-81 Continued 


9-NOV-80 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

16-NOV-80 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-1 

L 

23-NOV-80 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-2 

L 

27-NOV-80 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

3-2 

W 

7-Dec-80 

L 

UCD 

A 

1-0 

W 

lO-Dec-80 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath 

. N 

0-2 

L 

14-Dec-80 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

21-0ec-80 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-0 

W 

28-Dec-80 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

l-Jan-81 LCf 

Galway R 

A1 

0-0 

D 

4-Jan-81 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-2 

L 

8-Jan-81 LCf 

Galway R 

H2 

0-0 

D(pw) 

ll-Jan-81 

L 

Thurles Town 

A 

4-1 

W 

18-Jan-81 

L 

Galway R 

H 

3-1 

W 

25-Jan-81 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-0 

W 

l-Feb-81 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

2-0 

W 

8-Feb-81 

C 

Hammond Lane 

H 

1-0 

W 

18-Feb-81 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath, 

, A 

1-1 

D 

22-Feb-81 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

26-Feb-81 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath, 

H 

2-0 

w 

l-Mar-81 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

w 

8-Mar-81 

C 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

12-Mar-81 

C 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

w 

15-Mar-81 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-0 

D 

22-Mar-81 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-3 

L 

26-Mar-81 

L 

UCD 

H 

3-0 

W 

29-Mar-81 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

4-0 

W 

5-Apr-81 

Cs 

Finn Harps 

N 

1-0 

W 

8-Apr-81 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-3 

L 

12-Apr-81 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-0 

W 

26-Apr-81 

Cf 

Sligo Rovers 

N 

2-0 

W 

1981-82 






21-Aug-81 PCf 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-1 

W 

27-Aug-81 PCf 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-2 

D 

30-Aug-81 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

Lp 

3-Sep-81 

LS 

Pegasus 

H 

6-0 

W 

lO-Sep-81 

L 

UCD 

H 

2-0 

W 

16-Sep-81 CW 

Fram Rekjavik 

A1 

1-2 

L 

20-Sep-81 

L 

Cork Utd 

A 

2-0 

W 

27-Sep-81 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

3-0 

W 

30-Sep-81 CW 

Fram Rekjavik 

H2 

4-0 

W 

4-0ct-81 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-0 

w 

00 

0 

0 

60 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

w 

ll-Ocf-81 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

4-0 

w 

18-0ct-81 

L 

Thurles Town 

A 

0-0 

D 

21-Oct-81 CW 

Tottenham H. 

HI 

1-1 

D 

25-Oct-81 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-4 

L 

l-Nov-81 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

4 -N 0 V- 8 I CW 

Tottenham H. 

A2 

0-1 

L 

8 -N 0 V- 8 I 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-1 

W 

I 5 -N 0 V- 8 I 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 


1981-82 Continued 


22 -N 0 V- 8 I 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-1 

L 

26-NOV-81 

LS 

Bohemians 

N 

3-1 

W 

29 -N 0 V- 8 I 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

3-2 

W 

6-Dec-81 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

7-1 

W 

13-Dec-81 

L 

Limerick 

A 

4-2 

W 

20-Dec-81 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-0 

W 

27-Dec-81 

L 

UCD 

A 

1-1 

D 

3-Jan-82 

L 

Cork Utd 

H 

3-0 

W 

17-Jan-82 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-3 

L 

24-Jan-82 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

2-1 

W 

27-Jan-82 LSf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-2 

L 

31-Jan-82 

L 

Thurles Town 

H 

3-0 

W 

7-Feb-82 

C 

Thurles Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

14-Feb-82 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

17-Feb-82 

C 

Cork Utd 

H 

4-3 

W 

21-Feb-82 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

5-1 

W 

28-Feb-82 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

7-Mar-82 

C 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

14-Mar-82 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

17-Mar-82 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

2-0 

w 

21-Mar-82 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

28-Mar-82 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-1 

W 

2-Apr-82 

Cs 

Bohemians 

N 

3-3 

D 

6-Apr-82 

Cs 

Bohemians 

N 

0-0 

D 

ll-Apr-82 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

14-Apr-82 

Cs 

Bohemians 

N 

1-1 

D 

18-Apr-82 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-0 

W 

21-Apr-82 

Cs 

Bohemians 

N 

1-2 

L 

25-Apr-82 

1982-83 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-1 

W 

26-Aug-82 

LS 

BofI 

H 

3-1 

W 

29-Aug-82 PCf 

Bohemians 

A1 

0-1 

L 

2-Sep-82 PCf 

Bohemians 

H2 

3-2 

W(pl) 

5-Sep-82 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

Lp 

lO-Sep-82 

LC 

Home Farm 

H 

5-0 

W 

14-Sep-82 

EC 

Liverpool 

HI 

1-4 

L 

19-Sep-82 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

7-2 

W 

23-Sep-82 

LC 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-Sep-82 

EC 

Liverpool 

A2 

0-1 

L 

3-Oct-82 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-1 

W 

lO-Oct-82 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

w 

17-Oct-82 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

w 

24-Oct-82 

L 

UCD 

H 

3-0 

w 

28-Oct-82 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

2-0 

w 

31-Oct-82 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

5-0 

w 

7-NOV-82 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-2 

L 

12-NOV-82 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

21-NOV-82 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-0 

W 

21-NOV-82 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-NOV-82 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-0 

D 

5-Dec-82 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-3 

L 




1982-83 Continued 


12-Dec-82 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

19-Dec-82 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-2 

L 

26-Dec-82 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

30-Dec-82 LCf 

Athlone Town 

N 

1-2 

L 

2-Jan-83 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

W 

9-Jan-83 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

23-Jan-83 

L 

UCD 

A 

3-0 

W 

30-Jan-83 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-2 

D 

6-Feb-83 

C 

Cobh Ramblers 

A 

1-2 

L 

13-Feb-83 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-0 

W 

20-Feb-83 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

27-Feb-83 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-0 

W 

13-Mar-83 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-1 

W 

20-Mar-83 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

27-Mar-83 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

3-Apr-83 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-1 

L 

lO-Apr-83 

1983-84 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

l-Sep-83 

DC 

Bohemians 

H 

3-2 

W 

4-Sep-83 DC 

Home Farm 

H 

1-1 

W(p) 

7-Sep-83 DCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-0 

L(p) 

ll-Sep-83 

LC 

Home Farm 

A 

1-0 

W 

18-Sep-83 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

22-Sep-83 

LS 

Bank Rovers 

H 

2-0 

W 

25-Sep-83 

LC 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-3 

L 

2-Oct-83 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

9-Oct-83 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-0 

w 

16-0ct-83 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-2 

L 

20-Oct-83 

LS 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-4 

L 

23-0ct-83 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-0 

D 

30-Oct-83 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-1 

L 

6-NOV-83 

L 

UCD 

A 

1-1 

D 

13-NOV-83 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

20-NOV-83 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

27-NOV-83 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-2 

W 

4-Dec-83 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-0 

W 

ll-Dec-83 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-1 

D 

18-Dec-83 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-2 

L 

28-Dec-83 

S 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-3 

L 

l-Jan-84 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-2 

L 

8-Jan-84 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-2 

L 

22-Jan-84 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-1 

D 

29-Jan-84 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

5-3 

W 

5-Feb-84 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

12-Feb-84 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

19-Feb-84 

L 

UCD 

H 

0-2 

L 

24-Feb-84 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

4-Mar-84 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-2 

D 

ll-Mar-84 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

4-0 

W 

18-Mar-84 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

25-Mar-84 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

3-0 

W 


1983-84 Continued 


l-Apr-84 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

3-1 

W 

8-Apr-84 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-0 

W 

15-Apr-84 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-2 

L 

19-Aug-84 

LS 

Dunleary Celtic 

H 

3-1 

W 

26-Aug-84 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-2 

D 

1984-85 

2-Sep-84 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

9-Sep-84 

LC 

Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

16-Sep-84 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-Sep-84 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

30-Sep-84 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-0 

D 

7-Oct-84 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-1 

D 

14-Oct-84 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

3-1 

W 

21-Oct-84 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

28-Oct-84 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-1 

W 

4-NOV-84 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-2 

L 

8-NOV-84 

LS 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-3 

L 

ll-Nov-84 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-3 

L 

18-NOV-84 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

25-NOV-84 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

28-NOV-84 

LC 

Finn Harps 

H 

0-1 

L 

2-Dec-84 

L 

Longford Town 

A 

2-1 

W 

9-Dec-84 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

16-Dec-84 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

4-1 

W 

23-Dec-84 

L 

UCD 

H 

0-0 

D 

30-Dec-84 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-1 

L 

6-Jan-85 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

4-1 

W 

13-Jan-85 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-3 

L 

20-Jan-85 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-2 

L 

27-Jan-85 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-2 

L 

3-Feb-85 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-2 

D 

7-Feb-85 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

W 

17-Feb-85 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-1 

D 

24-Feb-85 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

3-Mar-85 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-3 

L 

7-Mar-85 

C 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-2 

D 

lO-Mar-85 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-1 

L 

13-Mar-85 

C 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-1 

L 

24-Mar-85 

L 

Limerick 

A 

0-0 

D 

28-Mar-85 

L 

Longford Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

7-Apr-85 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

14-Apr-85 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-3 

L 

21-Apr-85 

L 

UCD 

A 

0-3 

L 

1985-86 

25-Aug-85 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

2-3 

L 

8-Sep-85 

LC 

Bray Wanderers 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-Sep-85 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-2 

W 

22-Sep-85 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-2 

D 

29-Sep-85 

LC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

6-Oct-85 

LC 

Bray Wanderers 

H 

2-1 

W 

13-Oct-85 

LC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

3-1 

W 




1985-86 Continued 


20-Oct-85 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-0 

W 

27-0ct-85 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

28-Oct-85 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

W 

3-NOV-85 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

lO-Nov-85 

L 

UCD 

H 

3-0 

W 

17-NOV-85 

L 

Waterford 

A 

5-2 

w 

24-NOV-85 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

0-1 

L 

l-Dec-85 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

5-Dec-85 

LC 

Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

W 

8-Dec-85 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-1 

L 

15-Dec-85 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-1 

L 

22-Dec-85 

L 

Ath lone Town 

H 

3-2 

W 

29-Dec-85 

L 

Cork City 

H 

2-2 

D 

5-Jan-86 

L 

Cork City 

A 

4-1 

W 

12-Jan-86 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

15-Jan-86 LCf 

Galway Utd. 

N 

0-2 

L 

19-Jan-86 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-1 

W 

26-Jan-86 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

2-Feb-86 

C 

Ath lone Town 

A 

2-0 

W 

16-Feb-86 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-0 

D 

23-Feb-86 

C 

TEK Utd 

H 

4-0 

W 

2-Mar-86 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

3-0 

w 

9-Mar-86 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-1 

w 

16-Mar-86 

C 

Waterford 

A 

1-2 

L 

23-Mar-86 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 

L 

30-Mar-86 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

3-Apr-86 

L 

UCD 

A 

3-1 

W 

6-Apr-86 

1986-87 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-0 

D 

24-Aug-86 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-0 

W 

31-Aug-86 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

Lp 

7-Sep-86 

LC 

EMFA 

A 

4-1 

W 

ll-Sep-86 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-3 

L 

14-Sep-86 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-0 

D 

20-Sep-86 

LC 

Cork City 

H 

4-0 

W 

28-Sep-86 

LC 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

W 

5-0ct-86 

LC 

EMFA 

H 

4-0 

W 

12-0ct-86 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

19-Oct-86 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-0 

W 

24-Oct-86 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-2 

L 

27-Oct-86 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-0 

W 

2-NOV-86 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

9-NOV-86 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-2 

D 

16-NOV-86 

L 

Cork City 

H 

3-0 

W 

23-NOV-86 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-1 

D 

27-NOV-86 

LC 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

30-NOV-86 

L 

Bray Wanderers 

H 

1-0 

W 

7-Dec-86 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-5 

L 

14-Dec-86 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-0 

D 

21-Dec-86 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

2-1 

W 

28-Dec-86 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-2 

L 


472 - 


1986-87 Continued 


l-Jan-87 LCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

1-0 

W 

4-Jan-87 

L 

Waterford 

A 

3-0 

W 

ll-Jan-87 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

8-1 

W 

18-Jan-87 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

4-0 

W 

25-Jan-87 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-2 

D 

l-Feb-87 

C 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

8-Feb-87 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

15-Feb-87 

L 

Cork City 

A 

2-1 

W 

22-Feb-87 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

l-Mar-87 

C 

Swilly Rovers 

H 

3-0 

W 

8-Mar-87 

L 

Bray Wanderers 

A 

1-0 

w 

15-Mar-87 

C 

Rockmount 

A 

2-0 

w 

22-Mar-87 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

w 

29-Mar-87 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-0 

D 

31-Mar-87 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-3 

L 

5-Apr-87 

Cs 

Bohemians 

HI 

1-2 

L 

lO-Apr-87 

Cs 

Bohemians 

A2 

1-0 

W 

16-Apr-87 

Cs 

Bohemians 

H 

3-0 

W 

26-Apr-87 

1987-88 

Cf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

N 

0-3 

L 

6-Aug-87 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

20-Aug-87 

LS 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-2 

L 

23-Aug-87 

LC 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

30-Aug-87 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

3-1 

W 

3-Sep-87 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

6-Sep-87 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-2 

L 

13-Sep-87 

L 

Cork City 

A 

2-0 

W 

16-Sep-87 CW 

Ajax Amsterdam A1 

0-4 

L 

20-Sep-87 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

27-Sep-87 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-0 

W 

30-Sep-87 CW 

Ajax Amsterdam H2 

0-2 

L 

4-Oct-87 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

ll-Oct-87 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-2 

D 

18-Oct-87 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-0 

W 

25-Oct-87 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-1 

L 

26-Oct-87 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-2 

L 

30-Oct-87 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-0 

W 

8-NOV-87 

L 

Derry City 

H 

2-0 

W 

12-NOV-87 PCf 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

Up) 

15-NOV-87 

L 

Bray Wanderers 

H 

2-0 

W 

22-NOV-87 

L 

Bray Wanderers 

A 

3-2 

W 

29-NOV-87 

L 

Cork City 

H 

3-1 

W 

6-Dec-87 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-0 

W 

13-Dec-87 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

3-1 

w 

20-Dec-87 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-3 

L 

27-Dec-87 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

28-Dec-87 

L 

Waterford 

A 

3-2 

W 

3-Jan-88 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

lO-Jan-88 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-3 

L 

17-Jan-88 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Jan-88 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-2 

D 
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7-Feb-88 

L 

Limerick 

H 

4-0 

W 

l-Jan-89 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

14-Feb-88 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

8-Jan-89 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

3-1 

W 

18-Feb-88 

C 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-2 

W 

15-Jan-89 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

21-Feb-88 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

22-Jan-89 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-2 

L 

28-Feb-88 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

29-Jan-89 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

6-Mar-88 

C 

Bray Wanderers 

H 

2-0 

W 

5-Feb-89 

C 

Brendanville 

H 

3-1 

W 

9-Mar-88 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-Feb-89 

L 

Cobh Ramblers 

H 

3-1 

W 

13-Mar-88 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-0 

D 

19-Feb-89 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

3-1 

W 

17-Mar-88 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-1 

D 

26-Feb-89 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

20-Mar-88 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-2 

L 

5-Mar-89 

C 

Cork City 

H 

2-2 

D 

27-Mar-88 

C 

Cork City 

H 

0-0 

D 

12-Mar-89 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

30-Mar-88 

C 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

W 

15-Mar-89 

C 

Cork City 

A 

0-1 

L 

2-Apr-88 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-0 

W 

17-Mar-89 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

4-Apr-88 

L 

Derry City 

H 

3-2 

w 

19-Mar-89 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-0 

W 

lO-Apr-88 

Cs 

St. Patrick's Ath.Hl 

1-0 

w 

27-Mar-89 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Apr-88 

L 

Bray Wanderers 

H 

5-1 

w 

2-Apr-89 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-0 

W 

17-Apr-88 

Cs 

St. Patrick's Ath.A2 

3-0 

w 

5-Apr-89 

L 

Limerick 

A 

5-2 

W 

21-Apr-88 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-1 

D 

9-Apr-89 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-1 

W 

l-May-88 

Cf 

Derry City 

N 

1-0 

W 

1989-90 






1988-89 






lO-Aug-89 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-2 

L 

ll-Aug-88 

LS 

Ath lone Town 

H 

2-1 

W 

13-Aug-89 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

4-1 

W 

14-Aug-88 

LC 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

16-Aug-89 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1. 

D 

18-Aug-88 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

2-0 

W 

20-Aug-89 

LC 

UCD 

A 

3-2 

W 

21-Aug-88 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-0 

W 

27-Aug-89 

LC 

Athlone Town 

A 

3-2 

W 

28-Aug-88 

LC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-0 

W 

3-Sep-89 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

31-Aug-88 

LS 

Lusk Utd 

H 

3-1 

W 

lO-Sep-89 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-1 

L 

4-Sep-88 

L 

Derry City 

A 

1-1 

D 

13-Sep-89 

UF 

Wettingen 

A 

0-3 

L 

7-Sep-88 

EC 

R'd Star B'lgradeHl 

0-5 

L 

17-Sep-89 

L 

Derry City 

H 

0-2 

L 

ll-Sep-88 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

24-Sep-89 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-2 

L 

18-S6p-88 

L 

Cobh Ramblers 

H 

3-1 

W 

27-Sep-89 

UF 

Wettingen 

H 

0-2 

L 

21-Sep-88 

LC 

Cork City 

H 

4-1 

W 

l-Oct-89 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

25-Sep-88 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

8-Oct-89 

L 

UCD 

A 

3-3 

D 

28-Sep-88 PCf 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

3-2 

W 

15-Oct-89 

L 

Limerick 

H 

4-0 

W 

2-0ct-88 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-2 

D 

19-Oct-89 

LC 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

3-1 

W 

5-0ct-88 

EC 

R'd Star B'lgradeA2 

0-3 

L 

22-Oct-89 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-0 

W 

9-0ct-88 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

29-Oct-89 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-0 

W 

13-0ct-88 LCf 

Derry City 

H 

0-4 

L 

30-Oct-89 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-0 

D 

16-Oct-88 

L 

Cork City 

H 

2-0 

W 

5-NOV-89 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-2 

L 

23-0ct-88 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-1 

W 

9-NOV-89 LCf 

Derry City 

H 

1-1 

W(p) 

30-Oct-88 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

5-2 

w 

12-NOV-89 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

W 

31-Oct-88 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-0 

w 

19-NOV-89 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-0 

D 

6-NOV-88 

L 

Ath lone Town 

A 

2-1 

w 

26-NOV-89 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

3-0 

W 

13-NOV-88 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-0 

D 

lO-Dec-89 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-1 

W 

20-NOV-88 

L 

Derry City 

H 

1-1 

D 

21-Dec-89 

L 

UCD 

H 

5-0 

W 

25-NOV-88 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

27-Dec-89 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

4-Dec-88 

L 

Cobh Ramblers 

A 

0-1 

L 

31-Dec-89 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

7-Dec-88 

LS 

Bray Wanderers 

N 

1-2 

L 

7-Jan-90 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

ll-Dec-88 

L 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

14-Jan-90 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-0 

W 

18-Dec-88 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-0 

D 

21-Jan-90 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

4-3 

W 

26-Dec-88 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

25-Jan-90 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

28-Dec-88 

L 

Cork City 

A 

2-1 

W 

31-Jan-90 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-0 

D 
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4-Feb-90 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

ll-Feb-90 

L 

Derry City 

H 

1-3 

L 

18-Feb-90 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-0 

D 

22-Feb-90 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

3-1 

W 

4-Mar-90 

L 

UCD 

A 

3-0 

W 

ll-Mar-90 

C 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 

L 

18-Mar-90 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-1 

L 

30-Mar-90 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

3-Apr-90 PCf 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

3-1 

W 

15-Apr-90 

L 

Ath lone Town 

H 

3-2 

W 

16-Apr-90 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

4-0 

W 

22-Apr-90 

1990-91 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-0 

D 

16-Aug-90 

LS 

Longford Town 

H 

7-0 

W 

19-Aug-90 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

2-1 

W 

23-Aug-90 

LS 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-1 

L 

26-Aug-90 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

30-Aug-90 

LC 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-1 

D 

2-Sep-90 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-5 

L 

9-Sep-90 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-0 

W 

13-Sep-90 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

4-1 

W 

23-Sep-90 

L 

Limerick 

A 

4-0 

W 

30-Sep-90 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-0 

D 

7-Oct-90 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-2 

L 

14-0ct-90 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-0 

W 

21-Oct-90 

L 

Derry City 

A 

1-0 

W 

24-Oct-90 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

4-NOV-90 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-0 

D 

ll-Nov-90 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-0 

D 

18-NOV-90 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-1 

D 

23-NOV-90 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

29-NOV-90 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

3-0 

W 

9-Dec-90 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-0 

W 

23-Dec-90 

L 

Waterford 

A 

3-1 

W 

30-Dec-90 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-2 

L 

13-Jan-91 

L 

Derry City 

H 

1-0 

W 

20-Jan-91 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

3-2 

w 

27-Jan-91 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

31-Jan-91 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

lO-Feb-91 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

3-1 

W 

14-Feb-91 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-0 

W 

17-Feb-91 

L 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

w 

19-Feb-91 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-0 

D 

24-Feb-91 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-0 

W 

3-Mar-91 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-0 

W 

lO-Mar-91 

C 

Ashtown Villa 

H 

0-1 

L 

17-Mar-91 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-0 

D 

31-Mar-91 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-0 

D 

l-Apr-91 

L 

Derry City 

A 

1-0 

W 

14-Apr-91 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

17-Apr-91 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

21-Apr-91 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

W 


1991-92 

18-Aug-91 

LC 

Athlone Town 

A 

4-1 

W 

22-Aug-91 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-0 

W 

25-Aug-91 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

3-0 

W 

28-Aug-91 

LS 

St. Columbans 

A 

2-1 

W 

l-Sep-91 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

8-Sep-91 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-0 

W 

12-Sep-91 

LS 

St. Francis 

H 

0-1 

L 

13-Sep-91 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-1 

W 

18-Sep-91 

EC 

Kispest H'nved 

A 

1-1 

D 

22-Sep-91 

L 

Cork City 

H 

3-0 

W 

29-Sep-91 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-1 

W 

2-Oct-91 

EC 

Kispest H'nved 

H 

0-2 

L 

6-Oct-91 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

9-Oct-91 

LC 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

13-Oct-91 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 

L 

20-0ct-91 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

4-0 

W 

27-Oct-91 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-0 

D 

28-Oct-91 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-2 

L 

3-NOV-91 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

2-0 

W 

7-NOV-91 

LC 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

lO-Nov-91 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-1 

W 

17-NOV-91 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

24-NOV-91 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-1 

W 

28-NOV-91 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

8-Dec-91 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-4 

L 

15-Dec-91 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

4-1 

W 

22-Dec-91 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-2 

D 

28-Dec-91 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

W 

5-Jan-92 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

2-0 

W 

12-Jan-92 

L 

Derry City 

H 

1-1 

D 

17-Jan-92 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-1 

D 

26-Jan-92 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

31-Jan-92 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-1 

L 

7-Feb-92 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

3-2 

W 

16-Feb-92 

C 

Kilkenny City 

A 

1-1 

D 

20-Feb-92 

C 

Kilkenny City 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-Feb-92 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-1 

D 

l-Mar-92 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-2 

L 

6-Mar-92 

C 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

15-Mar-92 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-0 

D 

17-Mar-92 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-0 

W 

22-Mar-92 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

0-0 

D 

29-Mar-92 

L 

Derry City 

A 

2-0 

W 

5-Apr-92 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-3 

L 

12-Apr-92 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

2-2 

D 

1992-93 

8-Aug-92 

LS 

Lusk Utd 

H 

1-0 

W 

ll-Aug-92 

LS 

Glenm're Celtic 

H 

2-1 

W 

14-Aug-92 

LC 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

20-Aug-92 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-1 

L 

23-Aug-92 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

0-0 

D 

28-Aug-92 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-0 

D 
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6-Sep-92 L Waterford 

A 

4-5 

L 

ll-Sep-92 

L 

Derry City 

H 

0-0 

D 

20-Sep-92 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-0 

W 

22-Sep-92 

LS 

St. Kevins Boys 

H 

5-0 

W 

25-Sep-92 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

4-0ct-92 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

1-1 

D 

9-0ct-92 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

18-0ct-92 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

25-Oct-92 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

26-Oct-92 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

l-Nov-92 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-4 

L 

8-NOV-92 

L 

Cork City 

H 

3-1 

W 

15-NOV-92 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-0 

D 

20-NOV-92 

L 

Waterford 

H 

4-0 

W 

29-NOV-92 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-1 

L 

4-Dec-92 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

ll-Dec-92 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-4 

L 

18-Dec-92 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

1-1 

D 

27-Dec-92 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-0 

W 

3-Jan-93 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-0 

W 

lO-Jan-93 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

17-Jan-93 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

24-Jan-93 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

31-Jan-93 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-2 

L 

3-Feb-93 

LS 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

Up) 

7-Feb-93 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

D 

14-Feb-93 

C 

St. James' Gate 

A 

2-1 

W 

21-Feb-93 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-0 

W 

28-Feb-93 

L 

Derry City 

H 

1-1 

D 

7-Mar-93 

C 

Bohemians 

H 

0-0 

D 

lO-Mar-93 

C 

Bohemians 

A 

4-2 

W 

14-Mar-93 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

21-Mar-93 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-0 

D 

28-Mar-93 

C 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

4-Apr-93 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-1 

L 

8-Apr-93 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

11-Apr-93 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-0 

W 

18-Apr-93 

Cs 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

N 

1-0 

W 

16-May-93 

Cf 

Shelbourne 

N 

0-1 

L 

1993-94 

6-Aug-93 

LS 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-1 

W 

15-Aug-93 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

22-Aug-93 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-0 

D 

26-Aug-93 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-1 

L 

29-Aug-93 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

5-Sep-93 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

0-2 

L 

12-Sep-93 

L 

Derry City 

A 

4-1 

W 

19-Sep-93 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

5-1 

W 

26-Sep-93 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-2 

L 

3-0ct-93 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

lO-Oct-93 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

1-3 

L 
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17-Oct-93 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

W 

24-Oct-93 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

29-Oct-93 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

7-NOV-93 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-2 

L 

12-NOV-93 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

3-0 

W 

21-NOV-93 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

D 

28-NOV-93 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

2-0 

W 

5-Dec-93 

L 

Derry City 

H 

2-2 

D 

lO-Dec-93 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

14-Dec-93 

LS 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

3-1 

W 

19-Dec-93 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-0 

D 

27-Dec-93 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

0-0 

D 

2-Jan-94 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

0-1 

L 

9-Jan-94 

L 

Cork City 

H 

2-2 

D 

14-Jan-94 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-0 

W 

19-Jan-94 

LS 

Longford Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

23-Jan-94 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

0-0 

D 

30-Jan-94 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

1-1 

D 

6-Feb-94 

C 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

13-Feb-94 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-0 

D 

17-Feb-94 

C 

Galway Utd. 

H 

4-3 

W 

3-Mar-94 

C 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

6-Mar-94 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Mar-94 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

1-1 

D 

17-Mar-94 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

4-0 

W 

21-Mar-94 LSf 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

24-Mar-94 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

27-Mar-94 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

31-Mar-94 

1994-95 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-2 

L 

ll-Aug-94 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

5-0 

W 

18-Aug-94 LC 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

1-1 

D 

21-Aug-94 

LC 

Longford Town 

A 

6-1 

W 

28-Aug-94 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-2 

L 

l-Sep-94 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

0-0 

D 

4-Sep-94 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 

L 

ll-Sep-94 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

2-1 

W 

17-Sep-94 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

W 

24-Sep-94 

L 

Derry City 

H 

1-1 

D 

6-Oct-94 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-0 

W 

9-Oct-94 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-3 

L 

16-Oct-94 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-2 

L 

18-Oct-94 

LS 

Whitehall Rngs 

H 

3-1 

W 

20-Oct-94 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-1 

W 

27-Oct-94 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

31-Oct-94 

LC 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

6-NOV-94 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

lO-Nov-94 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-0 

W 

20-NOV-94 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

4-0 

w 

22-NOV-94 

LS 

St. Kevins Boys 

A 

1-0 

w 

24-NOV-94 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-0 

w 
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l-Dec-94 

LC 

Derry City 

H 

1-0 

W 

3-Dec-94 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

2-2 

D 

6-Dec-94 

LS 

St. James' Gate 

A 

8-0 

W 

8-Dec-94 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

18-Dec-94 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-2 

L 

27-Dec-94 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-1 

W 

30-Dec-94 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-1 

L 

8-Jan-95 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-3 

L 

13-Jan-95 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-0 

W 

15-Jan-95 LCf 

Cork City 

A1 

0-1 

L 

20-Jan-95 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

22-Jan-95 LCf 

Cork City 

H2 

1-1 

D 

29-Jan-95 

C 

Kilkenny City 

A 

5-0 

W 

2-Feb-95 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

6-0 

W 

7-Feb-95 LSf 

UCD 

N 

1-2 

L 

ll-Feb-95 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-1 

D 

19-Feb-95 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

1-0 

W 

26-Feb-95 

C 

St. James' Gate 

H 

5-0 

W 

12-Mar-95 

C 

Derry City 

H 

0-1 

L 

19-Mar-95 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

23-Mar-95 

L 

Derry City 

H 

2-0 

W 

26-Mar-95 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

9-Apr-95 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

W 

16-Apr-95 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

19-Apr-95 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-0 

w 

23-Apr-95 

1995-96 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-0 

w 

4-Aug-95 PCf 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-Aug-95 Ufu 

Malmo F.F. 

HI 

0-2 

L 

ll-Aug-95 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

6-0 

W 

14-Aug-95 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-2 

D 

18-Aug-95 

LC 

Longford Town 

H 

2-1 

W 

19-Aug-95 

LC 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

2-2 

L(p) 

23-Aug-95 

UF 

Malmo F.F. 

A2 

0-2 

L 

27-Aug-95 

Lu 

Bohemians 

H 

1-2 

L 

3-Sep-95 

L 

UCD 

A 

2-1 

W 

9-Sep-95 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-0 

D 

16-Sep-95 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-0 

D 

22-Sep-95 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-3 

L 

28-Sep-95 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-0 

W 

7-Oct-95 

L 

Derry City 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-Oct-95 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-1 

L 

20-Oct-95 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

2-3 

L 

26-0ct-95 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

3-2 

W 

4-N0V-95 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

9-N0V-95 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

2-0 

w 

I7-N0V-95 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

2-3 

L 

23-N0V-95 

L 

UCD 

H 

2-0 

W 

3O-N0V-95 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-1 

w 

3-Dec-95 

LS 

Dublin Univ. 

H 

4-0 

w 

8-Dec-95 

L 

Cork City 

A 

2-0 

w 


1995-96 Continued 


14-Dec-95 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

19-Dec-95 

LS 

UCD 

H 

2 3 

L 

28-Dec-95 

L 

Derry City 

H 

2-1 

W 

6-Jan-96 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-3 

D 

ll-Jan-96 

C 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

18-Jan-96 

C 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-2 

L 

21-Jan-96 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

2-2 

D 

24-Jan-96 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-1 

L 

28-Jan-96 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-2 

L 

4-Feb-96 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-4 

L 

18-Feb-96 

L 

UCD 

A 

0-0 

D 

24-Feb-96 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-0 

D 

3-Mar-96 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-1 

L 

9-Mar-96 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-2 

L 

15-Mar-96 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

21-Mar-96 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

31-Mar-96 

L 

Derry City 

A 

1-0 

W 

4-Apr-96 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-1 

L 

12-Apr-96 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-2 

L 

18-Apr-96 

1996-97 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-2 

L 

18-Aug-96 

LC 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

3-0 

W 

21-Aug-96 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

4-2 

W 

25-Aug-96 

LC 

Longford Town 

A 

1-1 

D 

30-Aug-96 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

1-0 

W 

8-Sep-96 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

0-1 

L 

13-Sep-96 

L 

Derry City 

H 

2-4 

L 

18-Sep-96 

LC 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-1 

L 

21-Sep-96 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

0-0 

D 

28-Sep-96 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

0-5 

L 

4-Oct-96 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-1 

W 

ll-Oct-96 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-3 

L 

18-Oct-96 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-1 

W 

21-Oct-96 

LS 

Home Farm 

A 

2-2 

W(p) 

27-Oct-96 

L 

UCD 

A 

0-1 

L 

3-NOV-96 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-1 

L 

5-NOV-96 

LS 

Rathnew 

H 

4-1 

W 

8-NOV-96 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-2 

L 

15-NOV-96 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-1 

L 

22-NOV-96 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-2 

D 

29-NOV-96 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

2-1 

W 

3-Dec-96 NW 

Limavady 

H 

3-0 

W 

8-Dec-96 

L 

Derry City 

A 

2-5 

L 

lO-Dec-96 

LS 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-3 

L 

13-Dec-96 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-1 

W 

20-Dec-96 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-1 

D 

29-Dec-96 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-0 

W 

3-Jan-97 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-2 

L 

lO-Jan-97 

C 

WhitehalIRngrs 

A 

0-0 

D 

14-Jan-97 

C 

WhitehalIRngrs 

H 

5-1 

W 

17-Jan-97 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 


476 
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24-Jan-97 

L 

UCD 

H 

2-2 

D 

28-Jan-97 NW 

Derry City 

H 

1-4 

L 

2-Feb-97 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-0 

D 

9-Feb-97 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-4 

L 

14-Feb-97 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-2 

D 

23-Feb-97 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

1-0 

W 

25-Feb-97 NW 

Derry City 

A 

1-5 

L 

l-Mar-97 

L 

Derry City 

H 

0-1 

L 

8-Mar-97 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-0 

W 

15-Mar-97 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

0-0 

D 

21-Mar-97 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-3 

L 

28-Mar-97 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-0 

D 

4-Apr-97 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Apr-97 

L 

UCD 

A 

1-3 

L 

20-Apr-97 

L 

Cork City 

H 

0-4 

L 

25-Apr-97 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

1-0 

W 

l-May-97 

LP 

Waterford 

H 

3-0 

W 

5-May-97 

1997-98 

LP 

Waterford 

A 

0-1 

L 

17-Aug-97 LC 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

5-1 

W 

23-Aug-97 LC 

Longford Town 

A 

4-1 

W 

28-Aug-97 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

5-0 

W 

31-Aug-97 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-3 

L 

4-Sep-97 

L 

UCD 

H 

1-1 

D 

9-Sep-97 

LS 

St. Francis 

H 

0-1 

L 

13-Sep-97 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

3-3 

D 

18-Sep-97 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

2-2 

D 

26-Sep-97 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-1 

W 

2-Oct-97 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

2-0 

W 

9-Oct-97 

L 

Kilkenny City 

H 

3-0 

W 

13-Oct-97 

LC 

Cork City 

H 

2-1 

W 

18-Oct-97 

L 

Derry City 

A 

2-1 

W 

23-Oct-97 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

2-NOV-97 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 

L 

6-NOV-97 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-1 

L 

14-NOV-97 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

18-NOV-97 

LC 

Shelbourne 

HI 

0-1 

L 

23-NOV-97 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-0 

W 

30-NOV-97 

L 

UCD 

A 

3-1 

W 

4-Dec-97 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

5-0 

W 

8-Dec-97 NW 

Omagh Town 

H 

2-4 

L 

14-Dec-97 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-2 

L 

18-Dec-97 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 

22-Dec-97 

LC 

Shelbourne 

A2 

0-3 

L 

27-Dec-97 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-0 

W 

ll-Jan-98 

C 

Swilly Rovers 

H 

5-0 

W 

15-Jan-98 

L 

Derry City 

H 

0-1 

L 

23-Jan-98 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-1 

L 

29-Jan-98 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-0 

D 

5-Feb-98 

C 

Shelbourne 

H 

0-0 

D 

8-Feb-98 

C 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 


1997-98 Continued 


15-Feb-98 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-0 

D 

19-Feb-98 

L 

UCD 

H 

1-2 

L 

28-Feb-98 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-3 

L 

12-Mar-98 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-3 

D 

17-Mar-98 

L 

Kilkenny City 

A 

2-1 

W 

22-Mar-98 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

2-5 

L 

26-Mar-98 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

2-1 

W 

2-Apr-98 

L 

Kilkenny City 

H 

1-0 

W 

ll-Apr-98 

L 

Derry City 

A 

0-0 

D 

16-Apr-98 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

0-2 

L 

26-Apr-98 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

2-4 

L 

l-May-98 

1998-99 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-1 

W 

16-Aug-98 LC 

Longford Town 

H 

0-0 

D 

19-Aug-98 LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

0-0 

D 

23-Aug-98 LC 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

1-1 

D 

27-Aug-98 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-2 

L 

4-Sep-98 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

1-3 

L 

lO-Sep-98 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

19-Sep-98 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-4 

L 

25-Sep-98 

L 

Derry City 

H 

2-2 

D 

3-Oct-98 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

0-0 

D 

9-Oct-98 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

0-1 

L 

15-Oct-98 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-2 

L 

23-Oct-98 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-1 

L 

29-Oct-98 

L 

UCD 

H 

2-0 

W 

2-NOV-98 

LS 

Home Farm 

H 

1-0 

W 

7-NOV-98 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

0-0 

D 

12-NOV-98 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

0-0 

D 

21-NOV-98 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

0-2 

L 

26-NOV-98 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

2-0 

W 

4-Dec-98 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-1 

D 

13-Dec-98 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-1 

D 

15-Dec-98 

LS 

Longford Town 

A 

3-2 

W 

20-Dec-98 

L 

Derry City 

A 

1-0 

W 

27-Dec-98 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

0-1 

L 

3-Jan-99 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

0-1 

L 

9-Jan-99 

C 

Limerick 

A 

0-0 

D 

12-Jan-99 

C 

Limerick 

H 

2-2 

D 

19-Jan-99 

C 

Limerick 

A 

1-0 

W 

24-Jan-99 

L 

Waterford 

H 

2-0 

W 

27-Jan-99 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

2-1 

W 

31-Jan-99 

L 

UCD 

A 

0-0 

D 

7-Feb-99 

C 

Derry City 

A 

0-2 

L 

ll-Feb-99 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-2 

W 

19-Feb-99 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-1 

L 

25-Feb-99 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

1-1 

D 

28-Feb-99 

LS 

Wayside Celtic 

A 

0-2 

L 

14-Mar-99 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-2 

L 

18-Mar-99 

L 

Derry City 

H 

0-1 

L 

27-Mar-99 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

0-1 

L 




1998-99 Continued 


4-Apr-99 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-2 

L 

8-Apr-99 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-2 

L 

16-Apr-99 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-2 

L 

22-Apr-99 

L 

UCD 

H 

0-2 

L 

l-May-99 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

0-1 

L 

1999-00 

15-Aug-99 

L 

St. Francis 

H 

1-2 

L 

17-Aug-99 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-2 

L 

22-Aug-99 

L 

Longford Town 

H 

0-1 

L 

29-Aug-99 

LC 

Longford Town 

H 

0-1 

L 

4-Sep-99 

L 

Kilkenny City 

A 

2-1 

W 

l2-Sep-99 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

0-1 

L 

19-Sep-99 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

1-0 

W 

25-Sep-99 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-0 

W 

3-Oct-99 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

3-2 

W 

lO-Oct-99 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-0 

W 

15-0ct-99 

L 

St. Francis 

A 

3-0 

W 

23-0ct-99 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-0 

W 

30-Oct-99 

L 

Longford Town 

A 

0-1 

L 

6-N0V-99 

L 

Kilkenny City 

H 

2-1 

W 

I4-N0V-99 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

2-1 

W 

2O-N0V-99 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

2-1 

W 

26-NOV-99 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-1 

D 

4-Dec-99 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

1-2 

L 

ll-Dec-99 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-0 

W 

18-Dec-99 

L 

St. Francis 

H 

0-0 

D 

3-Jan-OO 

L 

Longford Town 

H 

4-1 

W 

8-Jan-OO 

C 

Kilkenny City 

A 

1-1 

D 

12-Jan-OO 

C 

Kilkenny City 

H 

1-1 

L(p) 

15-Jan-OO 

L 

Kilkenny City 

A 

0-2 

L 

22-Jan-OO 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

0-2 

L 

30-Jan-00 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

3-0 

W 

4-Feb-OO 

L 

Limerick 

A 

3-1 

W 

11-Feb-OO 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

1-0 

W 

15-Feb-OO 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

0-1 

L 

19-Feb-OO 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

2-0 

W 

25-Feb-OO 

L 

St. Francis 

A 

2-0 

W 

29-Feb-OO 

LS 

Athlone Town 

H 

1-1 

Up) 

5-Mar-OO 

L 

Limerick 

H 

2-1 

W 

11-Mar-OO 

L 

Longford Town 

A 

1-1 

D 

18-Mar-OO 

L 

Kilkenny City 

H 

1-0 

W 

26-Mar-OO 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

2-3 

L 

1-Apr-OO 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

1-1 

D 

7-Apr-OO 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-0 

D 

15-Apr-OO 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

1-1 

D 

22-Apr-OO 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

2-1 

W 

2000-01 

11-Aug-OO 

L 

Limerick 

A 

1-1 

D 

16-Aug-OO 

L 

St. Francis 

H 

2-0 

W 

18-Aug-OO 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

3-0 

W 

26-Aug-OO 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

2-0 

W 


2000-01 Continued 


31-Aug-OO 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-0 

W 

5-Sep-OO 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-2 

L 

9-Sep-OO 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

3-1 

W 

17-Sep-OO 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

1-1 

D 

20-Sep-00 

LC 

Home Farm 

A 

0-2 

L 

25-Sep-OO 

LC 

Bohemians 

H 

1-2 

L 

30-Sep-00 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

2-2 

D 

5-Oct-OO 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Oct-OO 

L 

St. Francis 

A 

6-2 

W 

19-Oct-OO 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

29-Oct-OO 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

1-1 

D 

3-Nov-OO 

L 

Waterford 

A 

1-1 

D 

9-Nov-OO 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

3-1 

W 

18-Nov-OO 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

1-2 

L 

23-Nov-OO 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

3-0 

W 

3-Dec-OO 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

2-3 

L 

5-Dec-OO 

LS 

Shelbourne 

H 

2-0 

W 

14-Dec-OO 

L 

St. Francis 

H 

7-0 

W 

22-Dec-OO 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

3-0 

W 

6-Jan-Ol 

C 

Limerick 

H 

3-0 

W 

13-Jan-Ol 

L 

Waterford 

H 

1-0 

W 

20-Jan-01 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

1-1 

D 

25-Jan-Ol 

L 

Home Farm 

H 

0-1 

L 

31-Jan-Ol 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

1-0 

W 

9-Feb-Ol 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

2-1 

W 

15-Feb-Ol 

L 

Limerick 

H 

0-0 

D 

18-Feb-Ol 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

3-2 

W 

23-Feb-Ol 

L 

St. Francis 

A' 

1-1 

D 

1-Apr-01 

C 

Portmarnock 

A 

0-1 

L 

8-Apr-Ol 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

0-4 

L 

lO-Apr-01 

L 

Waterford 

A 

2-1 

W 

14-Apr-Ol 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

2-5 

L 

21-Apr-01 

L 

Home Farm 

A 

2-1 

W 

24-Apr-Ol 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-0 

W 

28-Apr-Ol 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-1 

W 

1-May-Ol 

L 

Drogheda Utd. 

H 

1-0 

W 

6-May-Ol 

2001-02 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

0-2 

L 

9-Aug-Ol 

L 

UCD 

H 

1-1 

D 

20-Aug-01 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

0-1 

L 

27-Aug-Ol 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-1 

D 

2-Sep-Ol 

L 

Cork City 

A 

1-0 

W 

6-Sep-Ol 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

16-Sep-Ol 

L 

Longford Town 

A 

2-2 

D 

18-Sep-Ol 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

3-1 

W 

21-Sep-Ol 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

1-5 

L 

24-Sep-Ol 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-2 

L 

27-Sep-Ol 

L 

Derry City 

H 

1-0 

W 

7-Oct-Ol 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

0-1 

L 

11-Oct-Ol 

L 

UCD 

A 

1-2 

L 

18-Oct-Ol 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

0-0 

D 
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2001-02 Continued 


28-Oct-Ol 

L 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-4 

L 

31-Oct-Ol 

LC 

Drogheda Utd. 

A 

1-2 

L 

4-Nov-Ol 

L 

Cork City 

H 

1-3 

L 

9-Nov-Ol 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

15-Nov-Ol 

L 

Longford Town 

H 

1-1 

D 

25-Nov-Ol 

L 

Bohemians 

A 

1-1 

D 

29-Nov-Ol 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

H 

0-3 

L 

9-Dec-Ol 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

A 

0-2 

L 

13-Dec-Ol 

C 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

18-Dec-Ol 

C 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-0 

W 

20-Dec-01 

L 

Derry City 

A 

1-1 

D 

27-Dec-Ol 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

3-0 

W 

3-Jan-02 

L 

UCD 

H 

1-1 

D 

13-Jan-02 

C 

Kilkenny City 

A 

3-2 

W 

18-Jan-02 

L 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-4 

L 

27-Jan-02 

L 

Shelbourne 

H 

1-2 

L 

3-Feb-02 

L 

Cork City 

A 

0-0 

D 

7-Feb-02 

C 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-1 

D 

12-Feb-02 

C 

Finn Harps 

A 

2-0 

W 

15-Feb-02 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

1-1 

D 

23-Feb-02 

L 

Longford Town 

A 

3-1 

W 

28-Feb-02 

L 

Bohemians 

H 

1-1 

D 

8-Mar-02 

Cs 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

4-0 

W 

22-Mar-02 

L 

Derry City 

H 

4-2 

W 

25-Mar-02 

L 

Bray Wand'rs 

A 

2-1 

W 

28-Mar-02 

L 

St. Patrick's Ath. 

H 

0-1 

L 

31-Mar-02 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

3-0 

W 

7-Apr-02 

Cf 

Bohemians 

N 

2-1 

W 


2002-03 


6-JUI-02 

FD 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

1-0 

W 

ll-Jul-02 

FD 

Finn Harps 

H 

1-2 

L 

22-JUI-02 

FD 

Dublin City 

A 

0-1 

L 

25-JUI-02 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

H 

2-2 

D 

30-JUI-02 

C 

Shamrock Rvrs 

A 

1-2 

L 

4-Aug-02 FD 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

8-Aug-02 

FD 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

0-2 

L 

15-Aug-02 

UF 

Varteks 

A 

0-5 

L 

22-Aug-02 

L 

Dublin City 

H 

2-2 

D 

29-Aug-02 Uft 

Varteks 

H 

0-4 

L 

l-Sep-02 

L 

Limerick 

A 

2-1 

W 

6-Sep-02 

PC 

Shelbourne 

A 

0-2 

L 

12-Sep-02 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

H 

2-2 

D 

21-Sep-02 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

A 

2-0 

W 

26-Sep-02 

L 

Athlone Town 

H 

2-4 

L 

5-Oct-02 

L 

Kildare County 

A 

3-2 

W 

lO-Oct-02 

L 

Finn Harps 

H 

3-1 

W 

20 -0ct-02 

L 

Galway Utd. 

A 

1-1 

D 

24-Oct-02 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

H 

1-2 

L 

31-0ct-02 

L 

Waterford 

A 

0-1 

L 

7-NOV-02 

L 

Kilkenny City 

H 

0-0 

D 

18-NOV-02 

L 

Dublin City 

A 

4-2 

W 

21-NOV-02 

L 

Limerick 

H 

1-1 

D 

30-NOV-02 

L 

Cobh R'mbl'rs 

A 

0-0 

D 

5-Dec-02 

L 

Sligo Rovers 

H 

1-3 

L 

13-Dec-02 

L 

Athlone Town 

A 

0-2 

L 

19-Dec-02 

L 

Kildare County 

H 

0-2 

L 

28-Dec-02 

L 

Finn Harps 

A 

1-2 

L 

2-Jan-03 

L 

Galway Utd. 

H 

0-4 

L 

16-Jan-03 

L 

Waterford 

H 

0-1 

L 

21-Jan-03 

L 

Monaghan Utd 

A 

1-1 

D 

26-Jan-03 

L 

Kilkenny City 

A 

2-2 

D 
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The History of Dundalk F.C. 
Sponsors and Subscribers 





Sponsors 


John Byrne 

Councillor Jim Cousins 
Dundalk Democrat 
Willie Duefy 

European Mortgage Call Centre 
Phil Flynn 
Ted Kieran 
Lakeland Dairies 

Malone & Co., Chartered Accountants 
Oriel Office Equipment 
Gerry Quigley 
Nobby Quinn 

Brendan Watters Insurance Ltd. 
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Subscribers 


Dermot Ahern 

Sharon and Brendan Arrowsmith 
Aura Dundalk Leisure Centre 
Christy Barron 
Paddy Barry 

Harold Beadles, Cheshire 
Eric Belton, Glasgow 
Alan Bogan 
Gerry Bogan 
Alison Bohan, Leeds 
John, Derek and Aoife Boland 
“Michael Bracken” 

Caoilte Brannigan 

Orin Brannigan 

Tom Brannigan 

Frank Brennan 

Aisling and James Burke 

Kieran Burns 

Michael Byron Jnr 

Thomas (tuckser) Cahill 

Pamela Murphy-Georges Caillol 

Pearse Campbell, Jnr 

Tomas Campbell 

Des and Mary Casey 

Hugh Casey 

Patrick J Casey 

Gerard Caulfield 

Charles Christopher, Enniscorthy 

Fra Clarke 

Michael Clarke, Deerpark 
David Cleere, Gorey 
Patsy Cole 

Brendan and Mary Conachy 
Michael Conachy 
Michael A Conneally 
Harry Connolly, Dublin 
Tommy Connolly 
Fergal Connor 
Jim and Margaret Cousins 
Stephen Cousins 
Willie Crawley 


Mickey Crossan 
Garreth Curran 
Jim D’Arcy 
Pat D’Arcy, Germany 
Carl Dearey 

Joey, rose and GrAinne Donnelly 
Orla and Sarah Donoghue, Dublin 
Paddy Donoghue, Dublin 
John Dorian 

Dublin Branch Supporters’ Club 
(Past and Present) 

Brendan Duffy Snr 
Brendan J Duffy 
Dermot Duffy 
Elizabeth Duffy 
Liam Duffy, Canada 
Michael Duffy 

Owen and Mary Duffy, Canada 
Pat Duffy, Birmingham 
Stephen Duffy 
Tom Duffy, Castleblayney 
Brendan Dullaghan 
Dundalk Media Centre 
Paul and Noleen Dunne, Dublin 
Walter E. Durkan,USA 
Daniel and Tom Fagan 
Fastfix Ltd. 

Liam Fergus 

Liam and Evan Fergus 

John Fitzgerald 

Sean and Roisin Fitzgerald 

Charles Flynn 

James Flynn 

Liam Flynn 

Niall Dlynn 

Joe Gaughran 

Liam, Barbara and Bronagh Gaynor 

Frank Gernon 

Tom Gilsenan, Dublin 

Paddy Goodman 

Seamus Gordon 
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Paul Gosling, Galway 
Peter Gosling 
Tom Gosling 
Mary Gray 
Conor Griffin 
Anthony Grimes 
Frank Grimes 
Liam Grimes 
Noel Eoin Grimes 
Brendan Hall, Dublin 
Mary Hall, Ilkley 
Sean and Maurita Halpin 
Ava Hamill 

Dessie and Alan Hanks 

Dermot Hanratty 

Imelda Hanratty 

Joe Hardy 

Fergal Harrington 

Vincent Henry, Dublin 

Gemma Hiney 

Grainne Hiney 

Niamh Hiney 

Sinead Hiney 

David Hoey 

Brian Joyce 

Barry Keane 

Adrian Kehoe 

Gerry Kelly, London 

Desmond Patrick Kieran, Sligo 

Ted Kieran 

Patrick Kirk, USA 

Sean Kirk 

Harry Lee 

Theresa Loughman 

Antoinette Loughnane, Northampton 

Nicholas Lynch 

Paul and Ursula Lynch 

Jackie Maher, Dublin 

Agnes Malone 

Emer Costello Malone 

Gerry Malone 

Jim Malone 

Kate and Daira Malone 
Paddy Malone 


Conor Martin 
Harry and Niall Martin 
Jimmy Martin 
Joe Martin 

Gus MacAmhlaigh, Dublin 

Joseph G. McAlester, Dublin 

Kevin McAnallen, Dublin 

Fergus McArdle 

John McArdle, Snr 

Brian McCabe 

Eamonn McCabe 

Gerry McCartney, Dublin 

Jim McClean 

Brendan McCooey 

Sean McCooey 

Seamus McCooey 

Shiela McCormack 

Nicholas McCourt 

Paddy McCourt 

Gerry McDermott 

Mamie McDermott 

Clan Mac Diarmada 

Brian McDonald 

Philip McDonald 

John McDonough 

Frank McElwee 

Hugh R A McGahon, Dundee 

John McGahon 

Paddy and Carol McGahon, London 

Andrew McGeough 

Padraig McGowan, Dublin 

Thomas McGrane, Dublin 

Bernie McGuill 

Gerard McGuill 

Noreen McGuill 

Brian and Mena McGuinness 

Gian McGuinness 

Mark McGuinness 

Pat McGuinness 

Eamon McGuirk 

Bernard McIntyre 

Archie McKay, Glasgow 

John McKay, Glasgow 

Richard John McKay, Glasgow 


484 





Brian McKeever 

Philip McKenna 

Robbie McKenna 

Joan McMahon, Ardee 

John McMahon, USA 

Niall McMahon 

Brian McQuillan 

Tom McQuillan 

Paddy McSorley, Croyden 

Rebekah Mears 

Kevin Meenan 

Jimmie Millar, Annagassan 

Fergus Moloney, Maidstone 

Damian and Mary Moran 

David Morgan, Magherafelt 

Kevin Morgan 

Gerry Mullen 

Tony Mullen 

Aine Murphy 

Barry Murphy, Newry 

Barry Murphy, USA 

Brian Murphy 

Bronagh Murphy 

Deirdre Murphy 

Eamon Murphy 

Gemma Murphy, Newry 

Holly Murphy 

Jack Murphy, Newry 

James T Murphy 

John Murphy 

Liam Murphy 

Mairin Murphy 

Matt Murphy 

Miceal Murphy, USA 

Michael Murphy 

Pat Murphy, Newry 

Peter Murphy 

Rory Murphy, Newry 

Shane, Neil and Gary Murphy 

Stephen and Majella Murphy 

Tina Murphy, Newry 

Tony Murphy 

Vincent and Bridie Murphy 
Dermot O’Callaghan, Dublin 


John O’Callaghan 
Niall O’Carroll 
Bobby Ogle 

O’Hare and McGovern, Newry 

Mark O’Neill-Cummins, Dublin 

Andrew O’Sullivan 

Dominic O’Sullivan 

Harold and Lily O’Sullivan 

Mark O’Sullivan 

Tony O’Sullivan 

Gerry Prendergast 

Declan Quaile 

Oliver Quinn 

Barlow Rafferty 

Betty Ralph 

Christy Reilly 

Jim Reilly, Dublin 

James Rogers 

Anthony Rooney 

Paul Rooney 

Neil Ross 

Noel Ross 

Michael Russell, Cork 
John Savage 
Daniel Sexton 
Maurice Shine 
Michael Shine 
Oliver Slattery, Cork 
Kevin Smyth 
Gary Spain, Dublin 
Carol Thornton 
Michael Thornton 
Brendan Tinnelly 
Brian Ward 
Paddy Ward 
Tom Ward 
Sam West 
P J Williams 
Jackie Winkless 
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